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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
‘Twenty-Sixth General Conference 


of the United Brethren in Christ 


FIRST DAY’S SESSION. 


Tuurspay, May 8, 1913. 

Tue Twenty-sixth Quadrennial Session of the General Conference 
of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ convened in the 
First United Brethren Church, Decatur, Illinois, at the hour of 
2200p. Ta, . 

Bishops N. Castle, D.D. (Bishop Emeritus), G. M. Mathews, D.D., 
W. M. Bell, D.D., W. M. Weekley, D.D., and T. C. Carter, D.D., 
occupied seats upon the platform as the presiding officers of the 
Conference. 

Bishop G. M. Mathews, the Senior Bishop of the Church, acted 
as president at the opening session. 

The session opened with singing of the Doxology, led by Professor 
J. H. Ruebush, of Virginia Conference, assisted by the choir of 
the local church, the audience standing. 

THE PRESIDENT. Just remain standing. It is my duty and priv- 


_ilege to announce the opening of the Twenty-sixth General Confer- 
ence of the United Brethren in Christ, in the name of the Father, 


and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. Bishop Castle will 


offer the invocation. 


- The invocation by Bishop Castle was as follows: 


OPENING PRAYER, 


O Lord, our gracious Father, we thank thee for the certain evi- 
dence that we have of our call to thy kingdom, and to thy glory; and 
now we beseech thee that thou wilt grant us the heed that we should 
give to the call of thy spirit and of thy grace, and of the millions 
of needy ones throughout the world. We pray that thou wilt grant 
the grace to each one that is so much needed in order to meet the 
great responsibilities of this present gathering. O God, we beseech 


thee that thy blessing may be upon the exercises of this opening 


hour, and that throughout all the services of this hour thy presence 
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may be made manifest, and that the Spirit himself may brood over 


every one and may we have conscious sensibilities that shall be 
easy of appeal from thy spirit, and may we heed the call of thy 
love and of thy grace in everything that we shall do; may there 
be no vain glory sought upon the part of any one, but may it be 
that with simphcity and sincerity of heart we shall seek glory for 
thee. And now we ask that this all may be to the glory of thee, 


the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, as in the beginning so | 


now, and may it ever be so until the world shall end. Amen. 


THe Present. We will sing from this selection of hymns, 
(Holding up the singing book, entitled “Selected Hymns and Tunes,” 
-from the forthcoming new hymnal.) Number 2, “Come, Thou Al- 
mighty King, help us thy name to sing.” 

Proressor Rursusnu. Let everybody sing. 

Tue Presipenr. The Seripture lesson will be read by Bishop 
Carter. 

Bisnop Carter. The Scripture lesson for this hour is taken from 
the One Hundred and Forty-fifth division of the Psalms. 


I will extol thee; my God, O King; and I will bless thy name for 
ever and ever. Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy 
name forever and ever. Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised ; 
and his greatness is unsearchable. One generation shall laud thy 
worksto another, and shall declare thy mighty acts. Of the glorious 
majesty of thine honor, and of thy wondrous works, will I meditate. 
And men shall speak of the might of thy terrible acts; and I will 
declare thy greatness. They shall utter the memory of thy great 
goodness, and shall sing of thy righteousness. Jehovah is gracious, 
and merciful; slow to anger, and of great lovingkindness. Jehovah 
is good to all; and his tender mercies are over all his works. All 
thy works shall give thanks unto thee, O: Jehovah; and thy saints 
shall bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and 
talk of thy power; to make known to the sons of men his mighty 
acts, and the glory of the majesty of his kingdom. Thy kingdom 
is an everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout 
all generations. Jehovah upholdeth all that fall, and raiseth up all 
those that are bowed down. The eyes of all wait for thee; and thou 
givest them their food in due season. Thou openest thy hand, and 


satisfiest the desire of every living thing. Jehovah is righteous in- 


all his ways, and gracious in all his works, Jehovah is nigh unto all 
them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth. He 
will fulfill the desire of them that fear him; he also will hear 
their cry and will save them. Jehovah preserveth all them that love 
him; but all the wicked will he destroy. My mouth shall speak 


the praise of Jehovah; and let all flesh bless his holy name for ever 
and ever. 
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Tur Presipenr. The choir of this church will furnish an anthem. 
The choir then rendered, “Praise Ye the Lord.” 
Tue Presipent. Shall we stand while Bishop Bell leads us to the 


. throne of grace? 


bat 


ae 7 


wa 


Peer ey Pane ee ye 








Nails it a all 


While the Conference stood, Bishop Bell offered the following 
PMA VEL ses: 7 


Almighty God, our Father, we confess our faith in thee as Creator 


_and Preserver. O Christ, our Savior, we confess thee as very God 


and very man. O Holy Spirit, thou Divine Comforter, we confess 
thee and ascribe praises to thee because thou dost dwell in thy church, 
thou dost sanctify thine own children, and thou dost prevail upor 
the hu»an heart everywhere, turning it toward righteousness and 
holiness and truth. Praise be to God the Father, God the Son, and 
to God the Holy Spirit. 

We have asse»bled on this great occasion that marks another four 
-years of our denominational history, to recall our relationship to the 
past out of which we have come, to thank thee for the faith delivered 
to the fathers, to praise thee for the revelation of thine own char- 
acter, and to rejoice in thine own being; to declare our desire more 
and more to accept the moral responsibility which thou dost lay 
upon us as thy children; which thou hast indicated in the mes- 
sage of the Scriptures, and power for which thou hast afforded in 
the person of Jesus Christ, thine Immaculate Son, and in the Holy 
Comforter. We praise thee for this comprehensive ministry of 
-redeeming love. For all we offer thee glad thanksgiving. 

We thank thee for the past centuries, during which thou hast 


shed forth thy holy truth into the life of the race, making glad the 


hearts of men, correcting evil, stimulating in goodness and uphold- 
ing in sorrow. We praise thee that thou hast vitalized through all 
these years human beings who have been successors in thy spiritual 
kingdom and power. We thank thee for the growing supremacy 
through all the past of thy great.kingdom, of whose existence we 
make happy acknowledgment and praise to-day. We also thank 
thee in a more specific way for the blessings that came to America 
in the person and ministry of Philip William Otterbein, and for the 
holy men and women. who were associated with him under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit in the organization of this denomination 


at whose altar, as ministers and laymen, we dedicate ourselves in 


solemn vows afresh to-day. We thank thee that we are permitted to 
believe that we have been given an honorable part in the spiritual 
history of the race, that we are now to exercise ourselves in a great 
trusteeship, and that there has been handed down to us in the true 
devotion and spirit of our fathers, the fundamentals by which our 


lives are to develop, and in the application of which fundamentals 


our denominational life is to go on making its contribution to the 


4 conquest of the world to Jesus Christ. 
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We thank and praise thee for the spiritual continuity of thy 
church and for the Holy Spirit, who has enabled our ministry and 
people to gather from all classes into our fellowship those who in 
manifest alertness, interest, and power have carried forward the 
fervor of an earnest passion for evangelism. And now, Great Christ, 
we thank thee for this holy privilege and for the kindly providence 
that has been over us since four years ago when we assembled in the 
last quadrennial gathering. We recall how, as is incident to our 
career upon the earth, death has decimated our numbers, from the 
highest in the official life of the Church, on through its ranks of 
every grade and order of responsibility. Hearts here to-day are in 
sorrow because loved ones have faded out of life, good-byes and 
farewells have been given, and the last charge and message from lips 
that are sealed forever have been delivered to us. 

O God, we thank thee for the privilege of renewing, as we do 
to-day, the memory of our dear Bishop Mills. We thank thee for 
the magnificent manhood thou wast pleased to exemplify in him. 
We thank thee for his fearlessness and courage, for his marvelous 
gifts of leadership and the holy persistency with which he sought 
to elevate the Church of his choice, as also the nation and the 
world in which he had citizenship. We thank thee for his great 
mentality and high interest, for his scholarship, for his devotion 
to truth, and we most earnestly pray thy blessing upon the surviving 
members of his family to-day. We ask, Almighty God, that wher- 
ever, here and there, death has done its work and families have been 
broken into, that thy comfort may come to-day. We cannot enumer- 
ate before thee all the sad hearts and all the broken homes, but thou 
knowest them all, for not a sparrow falls without thy notice. 

O Savior, Great Head of the Church, we thank thee for the mani- 
festation of thy love and power during the last quadrennium. We 
thank thee for the growing interest of thy people in the institutions 
of the Church. We thank thee for the advancement in missionary 
passion and interest, for the forward look which our people have 
taken, for their interest in the problems of the world, even for a bet- 


ter world here and now. We thank thee for the awakening con-. 


science of all the people in behalf of social righteousness and justice, 
for industrial equity, and the collective welfare. We thank thee for 
the revivals that have attended our labors, for the magnificent 
church buildings that have been erected, and for the spiritual min- 
istries.of our people which have a glory surpassing that of buildings 
of stone and mortar. We thank thee for the men and women who 
have been rescued, for the wives and children that have been guarded, 
and for the youth who have been instructed, for thy gracious bless- 
ing on all the ministers of our Church. 

Almighty God, we thank thee for thy favor upon our educational 
work, so that we have everywhere a new friendliness for the work 
of Christian education. Open now our hearts on this occasion so 
that all the great departments of our service shall have, on our part, 
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the kind and adequacy of attention that will further the ach 
of thy truth. Do thou grant to so preside over us in this General 
Conference that we shall advance with wisdom into our serious tasks; 
so preside over us that the very will of God shall be wrought. 
[| Voices. Amen.] In thy presence how diminutive our programs 
appear. May our imaginations perish and may our vanities stand 
ni aes as we uncover our hearts before the cross of our ascended 
rd. 

Great Savior, thou of Mount Calvary, of Bethlehem, and Mount 
Zion, thou who didst pour out thy heart upon the early church in 
the days of the Pentecost, do thou pour out thy heart by the Holy 
Spirit upon us here [Voices. Amen.], and may it be that whoever 
may come and go in this General Conference, that the very spirit 
of Christ shall secure his dominance as Head of the Church. Savior, 
do thou so rule in all our hearts, in all deliberations, in the work of 
our committees, that we shall all be the servants of the Most High 
God, and promote the kingdom according to the mastery of Jesus 
Christ. 

Do thou further our work, we pray thee, as we approach it. Bring 
us into those tempers of adjustment that will make our problems 
yield to the solvent powers of the gospel. Out of any irritation or 
competition of interest, may there come such a solution as will 
please God and put us all into the great harmony and passion of the 
Cross. Do thou, therefore, especially bless our committees, giving 
wisdom and direction. Inspire us to evangelistic passion, touch us 
in every platform utterance, guide us in the moments of retirement 
-and seeret prayer, reinforce us mightily so that we shall know that 
during all these days of convocation the very power of God was 
upon us all. 

Hear us for the great nation in whose citizenship we have a part. 
Graciously bless our chief magistrate, President Wilson. We thank 
thee because thou hast brought to the White House a man who rules 
in the fear of God, and who confesses Jesus, the Christ, as Savior 
and Divine Lord. | Voices. Amen.] We thank thee for his cour- 
age and splendid faith, for his pure democracy, for his genuine 
friendship for the cause of the people everywhere. Do thou give 
him wisdom, O God, courage and unflinching fidelity, physical 
strength, and holy persistence in carrying out the high ideals that 
have been born in his mind and heart. Give him strength complete 
for the mighty tasks that confront him in his official career. Bless, 
with the President, the members of his Cabinet and all other men 
who have to do with the affairs of state, and who must take up bur- 
dens that are hard to bear. We ask thy blessing upon the governor 
of the great State within the boundaries of which we are assembled, 
together with the mayor of this hospitable city, upon the ministers 
of God in all the churches, upon our foreign missionaries who sit 
with us to-day, upon our Foreign Mission Secretary, and the secre- 
taries of all the Boards. May it please thee especially to grant gra- 
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cious blessing in all our foreign fields while we confer together here, 
and may China and Africa and Porto Rico and Japan and the Phil- 
ippine Islands that look prayerfully this way during these days, feel 
the mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost. Hear us, Master, as we give 
thee the keeping of our poor hearts, and as we ask thee humbly for 
thy blessing, that we may glorify God, our Father, Jesus, our Savior, 
and the Holy Spirit, our guide, forever and ever. Amen. 


Tue Presiwent. I am sure that we are all conscious of the mani- 
fest presence of the Holy Spirit, from the very opening of this Con- 
ference to this moment, and, under the impulse and optimism of this 
prayer, that is a splendid preparation for that which is within the 


thought of those who have charge of these exercises, to hear Bishop _ 


Weekley deliver the Opening Address that shall help us, and send 
us on throughout this entire Conference to glorify God. Bishop 
Weekley will now speak. 

Bishop W. M. Weckley then addressed the Conference on “The 
Power of Intelligence and Evangelism,” speaking as follows: 


BISHOP WEEKLEY’S ADDRESS. 
Mr. Presipent, AND Members or THE CONFERENCE: It seems to me 
that the history of the United Brethren Church has been little more 
than a period of preparation—a long century of testing methods— 


and to-day we are entering upon an era of constructive denomina- ~ 


tional work hitherto unthought of by the great body of our people. 

This General Conference is to become historic. I do not mean 
by this that.a vast amount of new legislation is to be attempted. We 
are not here to tamper with existing statutes which have served the 
Church well in the past, but rather to breathe new life and efficiency 
into what we already have. It is not more machinery that we need, 
but a quickened sense of responsibility to God, and a keener, fuller 
realization of our obligations to.a lost world. 

If the United Brethren eagle is to rise in its flight, and sweep on 
in its achievements, it will be on the two wings of intelligence and 
evangelism; and whatever is done here and now to strengthen these 
wings—to harden their fiber and to endow them with the quality of 


endurance—will be just so much in the interest of a better intellectual 


and religious life. 

Intelligence and evangelism, from a United Brethren viewpoint, 
embrace about everything worth considering and employing in its 
distinctive field. You can scarcely think of a single feature of Chris- 
tian activity which may not be properly classed under the two divi- 
sions. 

When I say that a denomination must be intelligent, I am com- 
pelled to lay special stress upon its educational work, which as cer- 
tainly has a place in the building of organie church life as the gospel 
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itself re in ae program of evangelism. And for a church to show 
indifference on this point is, by so much, to lower its ideals, to de- 
stroy, in part, its foundations, and to imperil its very existence. 
In the absence of the Christian school, no denomination can hope to 
employ and sustain a ministry capable and worthy of leadership, nor 
present credentials that will appeal to a thoughtful generation. 

Edueational equipment does not depend upon the number of 
institutions a church may control, but rather upon their character 
and usefulness. 

It seems to me and likewise to a multitude of others, that we al- 
ready have a superabundance of colleges, and it is sincerely hoped 
that no further talk about additional schools will be tolerated by 
the Chureh for many years. But we do want, and must have, better 
educational centers for our sons and daughters, and especially for 
the men who are to fill our pulpits, and lead in the spiritual tri- 
umphs of the oncoming century. 

It is just as impossible for a church to grow, and succeed in the 
best sense, with an imperfect, poorly-sustained educational system, 
as it is for a bird to soar with a broken wing. Hence, it is devoutly 
desired that the final action of this Conference on the great question 
of Christian education will be such as to inspire confidence in our 
people, and thus lead them, with warm hearts and generous hands, to 
give it the sympathy and support for which it pleads. 

The time is here when we must begin in earnest to seek a solution 
of our educational problems. The limit of waiting and enduring 
has been reached. Conditions demand immediate relief. Is there 
not a note of progress to be sounded on this floor that will mean 
larger endowments and better equipment? Will not some level- 
headed layman come forward with a practical suggestion of reorgan- 
ization, or combination, or both, that will put new energy into this 
mighty arm of .the Church? 

I warn you, that, if this Conference closes without any definite 
action having been taken to better existing conditions, and its dele- 
gates return to their homes with the harrowing convictions that many 
of our schools can no longer compete with State institutions, that 
it will be impossible for them to longer measure up to the standards 
fixed by State educational organizations, and that they must hence- 
forth take inferior rank, if they exist at all, we will have before us 
a quadrennium, of struggles and defeats beyond anything we have 
ever experienced. 

I believe, however, that whatever step is taken here to give the 
cause a proper setting in our denominational life, and among the 
great agencies of ihe: kingdom, and at the same time map out a 
rational, business-like policy for the future, will be hailed with satis- 
faction, and be most heartily endorsed by wide-awake United Breth- 
ren everywhere. 

I believe, furthermore, that in spite of our failures in the past to 
wisely. locate some of our schools, and to adequately support our 
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educational enterprises, the Church has the interest, and leadership, 
and money, to make this department as effective as that of any other 
denomination between the oceans. And by the help of God we will 
do it. [Applause.] 

It might be a good thing, if I dare make the suggestion, for you 
to put fewer Bishops and college presidents on the Board of Educa- 
tion, and more business laymen and pastors fresh from the field. 
| Applause. ] 

Then, I hope this body will say something worth hearing and 
heeding on the question of evangelism. Other General Conferences 
have devoted their time and thought largely to devising schemes for 
money-raising. How to secure larger contributions for the many 
benevolences of the Church has been the paramount question. We 
have discussed these things until, at times, our voices became fairly 
metallic in their ring. In order to carry out our policy, it has seemed 
wise to make a kind of financial agent of the pastor, so that his stand- 
ing at conference is contingent, not upon the revivals he has held, 
or the number of souls he has won, but upon the money he is able 
to. report. His record must pass under the critical eyes of the pre- 
siding elder and Bishop, with appropriate exhortations, at their 
discretion, that he raise still more money if he cares to improve his 
official standing. 

In many a local church the regular collections and special ap- 
peais are only limited by the number of Sundays between conferences. 
And you know it is so. 

The administrative department of the Discipline embodies one 
hundred and forty-five pages, seventy-six of which contain refer- 


X 


ences to the question of finance; and in some instances, the entire 


page is taken up with the subject. 


Nor do I complain because this is so. I merely eall attention to . 


a fact which may have escaped your notice. Certainly, the Disci- 
pline should not say less on a question so important to the Church, 
though in some instances the way in which it is said might be 
materially improved. 

But the thing to be deplored is, that, in these one hundred and 
forty-five pages, only two brief references are made to the subject 
of evangelism, and neither is very significant. One simply requires 
the evangelist to report annually to his conference, while the other 
exhorts all preachers, both local and itinerant, to try to enlarge the 
borders‘ of our Zion. [Laughter.] To be exact, just nine lines in the 
entire Discipline are devoted to its consideration. That’s all—abso- 
lutely all. Four years ago we did not so much as have a Committee 


on Evangelism, and consequently no report was made on the subject. « 


If an angel should come from heaven to examine into our atti- 
tude on the question of soul winning, and could get no information 
outside the Discipline, he would go back and report, “Nothing doing 
in the United Brethren Church.” [Applause.] No mighty heart- 
throb of evangelistic power has been experienced by any previous 
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body like this for many quadrenniums; no great work has been 
spoken; no flaming torch has been flung out among the people; no 
tongues of fire, emblems of moral conquest, have rested upon as- 
sembled delegations; no keynote has beer sounded, that I ever 
heard; no special stress has been put upon the revival as fundamental 
to. the church’s existence. 


During the last quadrennium we probably had one handed thou- | 


sand conversions—twenty-five thousand a year. “This may sound 
pretty good to some of you, and is far better, I am sure, than some 
other churches of larger pretensions can report, but, after all, how 
meager the achievement! It has actually required eleven United 
Brethren to get one soul into the fountain, and fully fifty to secure 
a net gain of one to the Church. At this rate, how long will it take 
the churches to win America for Christ ? How long to win the whole 
world for him? Let us be honest. Nothing can be gained by jug- 
gling figures, and distorting facts. 

The evangelical bodies of this country are by no means keeping 
pace in their growth with the increase of population. In fact, some 
of them are not growing at all. 

The nation is less evangelical to-day than it was a quarter of a 
century ago. Last year the increase in the membership of the 
evangelical churches of this country was only about four hundred 
thousand, while the increase in population was four or five times 
that number. In heathen lands a half-dozen souls are born into 
the world to every one that is born into the kingdom. 

These are stubborn, staggering facts, and should humiliate us into 
the very dust. Yet, meanwhile, they are a challenge to the church, 
and summon us to a full and complete test of our authority to rep- 
resent Jesus Christ, and of our efficiency and sufficiency in carrying 
out his last, great commission. 

Evangelism, according to the United Brethren dictionary, means 
more than a mere statement of truth; ‘more than simply presenting 
the ethical side of a question; more than mere argument against 
sin, or in favor of holy living; vastly more! It means a message 
that flames upon the lips; it means the power to turn the lightning 
loose; it is knowing how to grasp the red-hot fire brands of the gos- 
pel and scatter them broadcast; how to handle a live wire, and turn 
on the divine current until the shock is felt, and head and heart 
are surcharged with the truth of God. And, if the United Brethren 
Chureh continues her heaven-appointed mission, the revivals that 
have characterized her life in all the past, must continue for all time. 


The tendency among some of our preachers and people to ignore — 


the value of the old-time revival, and to imitate some of the sister 
churches, is to be deplored. Be it far from me to criticize and con- 
demn others for their way of doing things. They are perfectly con- 
sistent in carrying out a program suggested by tradition and tem- 
perament and long-standing customs. Some of these churches are 
achieving wondrously for the kingdom of God, thank God. 
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But we are United Brethren, and have our way of doing things, 
and especially our way of promoting revivals; and the very day we 
surrender the spirit and simplicity and heart-passion of the fathers, 
we surrender forever the essential things which have from the begin- 
ning differentiated us from others, and justified a distinct, corporate 
life. 7 

We must not allow ourselves to be deceived by the popular idea 
that God’s process of saying men to-day is radically different from 
what it was a century ago, or a thousand years ago, for it is not. 
Ever since Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Ye must be born again,” men 
have been saved in the same way, if saved at all. And, at a time 
like this, when ministers by the score deny that ours is a positive 
Christianity, it is well for us to emphasize anew, and tremendously, 
the faets of regeneration and divine assurance. 

As certainly as we are here this afternoon, there is a great danger 
of the churches filling up their ranks with unsaved men and women. 
Just as it is possible for immigrants from other shores to overrun 
a nation, and to so change its spirit, and customs, and personnel, as 
to destroy its identity, so it is dangerously possible for a church to 
so recruit her membership from the world as to lose her identity, 
and the characteristics of a regenerate life. And just as people 
come from other lands to ours to make money, to gratify a selfish 
individualism, and not to become loyal, American citizens, so the 
divine mission of a church may be thwarted and ended once for all 
by the incoming of a worldly element whose sole aim is pleasure 
and prestige, and not service for others. Like a nation, a church is 
in danger when its birth rate begins to diminish. 

We must insist upon a converted membership. [Amen.] And the 
best place this side of heaven to get that membership is at our 
own altars. [Applause.] 

I have heard of a poor, dirty, ragged sinner, who, in a great re- 
vival, .accepted Christ, and was gloriously saved. However, before 
cleaning himself up, he conceived the notion of having his picture 
taken, which he later had framed and hung against the wall of his 
room. Six months afterward, with washed hands and face, with 
combed hair and clean clothes, he had another picture made, which 
he also framed and hung beside the first. 

Then when the devil sorely tempted him, he said he would march 
him up to the ‘wall and show him the two pictures. [ Applause. ] . 
Pointing first to the one representing rags, and filth, and sin, he 
would say, ‘That’s what I was after serving you forty years.” Then, 
pointing to the other, he would say, “And that’s what Jesus Christ 
did for me in six months.” And he tells us that in that way he 
licked the devil every time. 

The man who knows that something has happened to him, making 
him clean inside and out, and is not afraid to tell the devil so, is the 
kind I like to see come into the United Brethren Church. [ Applause. ] 

One of the verities with which we have to do is a spiritual king- 
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dom, and being born into it is both scriptural and scientific. Get- 
ting into it is not an evolutionary process, but one that is positively 
evolutionary. [Amen.] You know it as well as I do. “If any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed away; be- 
hold all things are become new.” That looks to me like a positive 
work wrought by regenerating power, and the assurance of this 
transformation is beyond question, for, “the Spirit itself beareth 
witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.” 

~It has become customary among some preachers, in reporting their 
revivals, to give the number of “decisions” that occurred. A while 
ago one of our own pastors reported for the Telescope a very excel- 
lent meeting, which resulted in forty decisions and twenty accessions. 
“Forty decisions!” That is not United Brethren parlance. Such a 
confusion of tongues indicates that the brother borrowed’ the ex- 
pression from some other church. Probably he wanted to show that 
he was a Progressive. [Laughter.] Why didn’t he say that “forty 
persons got religion” and be done with it? for that was precisely 
what happened if the decisions amounted to anything. The lamented 
Bishop Weaver used to say that religion is something worth getting, 
and worth holding on to when once gotten. 

One tiresome thing to many of us is the talk we hear about the 
“new evangelism.” It is made the caption of extended magazine 
articles, and is dwelt upon oft and again by those who browse among 
the hilltops of higher criticism. And, believe me, some of our own 
preachers occasionally indulge in the use of the expression; and I 
have especially noticed that, when they do so, they almost invariably 
look wise, if they do talk otherwise, just as though they had received 
a special revelation from the upper world. Again, speaking a strange 
language! J say, away with such senseless chatter. Let us stick to 
' the evangelism of Moody and Finney, of Otterbein and Paul. That’s 
the kind Billy Sunday believes in, and the kind that recently turned 
Columbus, Ohio, upside down and inside out. 

The so-called new evangelism has but little to say about sin and 
salvation. There is not enough blood in it to stain the message. To 
be sure, it emphasizes the spotless character, the perfect example, and 
authoritative teachings of Jesus, but it puts the cross in the back- 
ground. And, pray, what kind of a revival can any man hope 
for with no cross in it? 

The old evangelism puts supreme emphasis upon the tragedy of 
_Oalvary. There is where Paul puts it, and where Isaiah put it more 
than eight hundred years before the coming of his Lord. The fifty- 
third chapter of his prophecies would lead us to believe that, during 
the crucifixion scene, he was sitting on the side of the hill not far 
away, and as he heheld the agonies of his Redeemer, and was led 
to grasp the wonderful fact that they were vicarious, he snatched 
up his pen and scroll and wrote, “Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows.” I think he must have italicized or cap- 
italized the pronouns. “He was wounded for Our transgressions. 
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He was bruised for Our iniquities. . . . All we, like sheep, have 
gone astray . . . and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity 
of us all.” There you have it just as it must ring out from 
every United Brethren pulpit. The atonement presupposes human 
guilt, and, while the old Pentecostal evangelism makes sin hideous 
and awful, thank heaven, it has a perfect remedy to offer in the 
blood of the covenant. [Amen. ] ) 

May we not expect the Committee on Evangelism to strike a vic- 
torious note in its report? Cannot something be said that will stamp 
upon the consciousness of the whole Church the sentiments and 
inner convictions of this great body? Is it not possible to devise a 
system of evangelism that will place in every annual conference one 
of God’s mighty men, not only to hold revivals, but also to train 
young ministers in the divine art of winning souls? Cannot some- 
thing be done to make our colleges greater centers of evangelistic 
activities? If not, then for what do they stand that cannot be had 
in State institutions? 

If our college presidents and professors are not profoundly inter- 
ested about the spiritual welfare of their students, then how much 
better are they than others who make no pretensions, whatever, along 
these lines? Why put money into our colleges if Christian young 
men and women are not to be sent out as their products? Why should 
a church sustain schools if they are not made essential factors in 
supplying her ministry ? 

If a church college does not rise to the higher plane of soul-win- 
ning and soul-building, then there is no excuse for its existence. And 
in view of these things, it occurs to me that a statement should go 
into the Discipline clearly defining the religious work of our schools, 
and aide forth the high objectives for which they should and must 
stand. 

Upon investigation I find that from 1909 to 1912, inclusive, the 
attendance at Bonebrake Theological Seminary was 248. Out of’ 
this number, fifty-seven completed the full course, but of these only 
twenty-four were college graduates. That is to say, only six regu- 
lar college men, upon an average, were furnished the Church’s min- 
istry each year during the quadrennium by the Seminary. And I 
got this statement just the other day from a leading paper, that 
during the past year, in all the seminaries of this country, only three 
hundred graduated who had taken a regular college course. Does 
the spiritual life receive the attention it merits? Do the instrue- 
tors, who are in closest touch with the students, encourage young men 
to enter the ministry? Is the faculty always in harmony with the 
evangelistic sentiment and spirit of the Church ? 

These are questions for the schools themselves to answer. How- 
ever, I am clear on this point, that any professor in a United Breth- 
ren college who will indulge in low flings at the inspiration of. the 
Scritures before his classes, as is done in other schools claiming to 
be Christian, and who will turn up his scholastic nose at the min- 
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istry, and advise young men looking toward the pulpit to enter 
Y. M. C. A. work, or the teaching profession, because it is more 
lucrative, deserves to be summarily dismissed. [Applause.] 

And I hope that the trustees of our colleges will have the interest 
and courage to carefully inquire after the moral life and religious 
‘belief of every new teacher employed; for, if the fountain is tainted 
with skepticism and religious indifference, we could hardly expect 
anything else but a corrupt stream. 

Nearly all the charters of -the early colleges stated otic that 
it was their aim to further the Christian religion. The authorities 
of Columbia College, for example, stated in their first announcement 
that “the chief thing that is aimed at in this college is to teach and 
engage the children to know God in Jesus Christ, that is the first 
and chief thing aimed at; and to love and serve him in all sobriety, 
godliness, and righteousness of life, with a perfect heart and a willing 
mind.” And I make bold to say that the intent of the Christian col- 
lege is precisely the same to-day that it was more than one hundred 
and fifty years ago when Columbia was founded. And in the 
very nature of things its design must remain the same for all time. 

When Rev. William Hanby retired from the editorship of the 
Religious Telescope, in 1845, he wrote a vigorous valedictory mainly 
in the interest of Christian education and Otterbein University, 
which at that time was being considered. His utterances may be 
regarded as voicing the sentiments which actuated the founders of 
the school. Here is a short sentence: “The interests of the Church 
imperiously demand a school. Our brethren want some place under 
tthe care of the Church, of pious resort, where their children may 
get an intellectual and religious training, where they may be reared 
for the Lord; where the progress of learning with them may be 
truly sanctified.” 

Western College, now Leander Clark, was born in a religious at- 
mosphere, and its foundations were laid by men who made dominant 
its spiritual life. One of the very first reports sent out from the 
new institution said: “For the past two weeks the Lord has been . 
graciously reviving his work in this place. There have been forty 
powerful conversions,” not forty decisions. [Laughter.] Not forty 
persons signing) cards, but forty powerful conversions; and “fifty- 
three accessions to the church.” Should not the same exalted reli- 
gious ideals characterize every Church school to-day as the supreme 
reason for its existence? 

If genuine orthodoxy, church loyalty, and soul warmth are needed 
anywhere, it is in the institutions that are to determine the faith, 
to mold the character, and to shape the destinies of the young men 
and women of the Church. I do not bring the accusation that our 

schools have utterly failed in this regard, for they have not, certainly 
‘not, but evidently they need to be stirred and spurred on to re- 
newed efforts in achieving the high purposes for which they were 
brought into being. 
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In view of the tendency nearly everywhere to formalism in wor- 
ship, and to worldliness and pleasure-seeking upon the part of the 
multitudes, and of many’in the churches, I feel sure it is the prayer 
of us all that the old-time, United Brethren spirit of evangelism may 
be given full sweep in our borders, and that the passion of our Lord 
for the lost may become an oyermastering element in our whole 
ehurch life during the quadrennium upon which we now enter. 
After all, I inquire, what will our colleges, and massive church 
buildings, and parsonages, and abundant machinery amount to in 
the end if they are not owned of God in the conversion of sinners? 

Why do I pause here so long, and so persistently press this matter 
upon your attention? Because it is elearly the duty of the whole 
Church to lay to a helping hand in making our institutions of 
learning the greatest forces possible in promoting her intellectual 
and spiritual life. And the best way, I speak for myself, from my 
own viewpoint, the best way to advertise our schools, to get students 
for them, and to enlist the sympathies and financial co-operation 
of the real friends of Christian education, is to make those schools 
centers of revrval power, and promoters of great religious awaken- 
ings. Every United Brethren college should stand out clearly and 
pre-eminently as a recruiting station and rallying point for the 
kingdom of God. 

I also plead for the spirit of sacrifiee which distinguished the 
United Brethren Church in its early history; for how is it possible 
for a church, in the absence of such self-surrender, to be in harmony 
and sympathy with a holy Christ, who, though rich, for our sakes 
became poor, and suffered, the just for the unjust, that he might 
bring us to God. But I am happy in the thought that when the 
church comes to herself, she knows full well where service and suf- 
fering converge. Her early record was one of self-abnegation. The 
blood tracks of her pioneer heralds could be seen everywhere, over 
hills and mountains, across deserts. and plains—paths crimsoned and 
hallowed by bleeding feet and broken hearts. 

Glorious old heroes of battles unnumbered! Their voices of sup- 
plication were heard by day and by night in places of solitude, 
whither they went to commune with their Lord, and to light their 
torches at the great, uncreated source of fire. May their mantles 
of devotion and spiritual ardor rest upon the young men who are 
entering our ministry to-day. 

It does seem to me that this is the most important hour that has 
ever come to United Brethrenism. I want to repeat that, the most 
important hour that has ever come to United Brethrenism. The 
duties enjoined, the tasks assigned, the responsibilities imposed, far 
and away overshadow anything she has ever known in bygone years; 
and, if she takes up these tasks and assumes these responsibilities, she 


must have that preparation which can only come from the old 
Pentecost, 
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It is said that, when, the decisive moment came at Waterloo, Wel- 
lington rode up and down the lines, saying to his men, “What will 
England say if you falter now?’ And the appeal stirred their 
patriotism to its very depths. They felt themselves in the very shad- 
ows of Parliament. The honor of their country and homes was at 
stake. And when the command, “Up and at them!” was given, the 
brave fellows leaped forward to slay and to conquer. 

In view of existing conditions all about us to-day; in view of 
the unspeakable havoe which the licensed rum traffic is playing with 
our family and national life; in view of the greed and graft which 
grip the whole country, threatening us with the experience of a 
fallen Rome; in the face of the religious indifference of society, 
which expresses itself in a mad rush for such Christless amusements 
and pleasures as are to be found in the ball-room, theater, and social 
elub; in view of the high-handed aggressions of the Roman hierarchy 
in our midst, demanding the union of church and state, the abolition 
of our free-school system,- the elimination of the Bible from our 
public schools, in all of which it seeks to ultimately bring the nation 
under the domination of the old beast’s representative over on the 
Tiber, and thus overthrow once and forever all that Protestant: 
Christianity has wrought in the past century; in view of the formal- 
ism of the churches, their lack of concern in the great mission of 
Jesus Christ in the world, the imperiled condition of the home, ocea- 
sioned by the absence of the prayer altar, the want of parental au- 
thority, and the utter lack of religious training among the young 
-everywhere—I repeat, in view of these things, what will the angels 
say? What will the redeemed say? What will Otterbein and New- 
comer and Glossbrenner say? What will Jesus, one of Gethsemane 
and Oalvary, say if we falter now? 

We cannot, dare not, falter at this supreme moment. The church 
whose faith staggers, whose zeal abates, and whose heart fails in the 
presence of mighty undertakings is not worthy to be reckoned among 
God’s world-winning agencies. 

The United Brethren Church, I trust, is ready and willing to go 
anywhere, provided the going is forward and not backward; any- 
where, provided she can work by a schedule of heaven’s own ordain- 
ing; anywhere, provided she can keep step with the music of God’s 
gracious plans and purposes. 

Oh, ye prophets of the Most High, on whose tongues the heavenly 
message flames, ye soldiers of an all- eonquering Christ, I hail you 
this good hour, and cheer you on. I bid you a hearty God-speed as 
you bravely face the future. 

Fifty thousand conversions, and a clear gain of twenty-five thou- 
sand in membership each year till we meet again, is not setting the 

mark too high. Shall we undertake it? Shall we allow God to make 
this General Conference a veritable dynamo, and its members so many 
live wires, through whom to send the voltage far and wide in the 
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Chureh? May the Lord Jesus, whose we are and whom we serve, 
keep us that these things may be so. [Great applause. ] 


Tur Presiwent. We will now have the pleasure of hearing from 
the Arion Quartet. [Applause.] ? 

The four ministers of the St. Joseph Conference composing this 
quartet, formed some twelve years ago, Rev. Ray G. Upson, Rev. 
FE. H. Pontius, Rev. A. M. Cummins, and Rev. C. 8. Parker, came 
to the platform and beautifully rendered “Afar From Earth is a 
Summer Land.” [Amen, and great applause.] “Come, Sit at the 
Feet of the Master,” was received with great applause and praises 
to God. 

Tue Presipent. Now, will the congregation stand? Doctor Drury, 
president of Philomath College, will offer prayer; also Doctor 
Recard, pastor of our Canton, Ohio, church. Will you stand and let 
them lead up to the throne? 

Dr. M. R. Drury offered the following prayer: 


Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we come to this time with 
sincere and devout gratitude. This is a time when we should fall 
down before thee in thanksgiving for thy gracious providence that 
has been over us, and has brought us to this hour. We thank thee 
for the inspiration which has already come with these opening serv- 
ices. We thank thee for the cheer that comes to us as the past is 
reviewed. We thank thee for all the good things that have come into 
our lives as individuals, as thy servants, and that have come into 
our Church through the labors of thy servants during these past 
years. 

But as we come together to-day, we will not be satisfied with the 
things that are behind. We are called upon to forget these and reach 
forth to the things that are before. And so, our Father, we pray 
thee now as this living message comes to us, from thy servant, rep- 
resenting those who are in leadership over us, as these words send an 
echo in our own hearts, we pray, O God, that thou wilt help us as we 
turn our faces to the future, to seek thy guidance, to seek thy help, to 
seek to be filled with the Holy Spirit that we may be able to do the 
things—the larger things which thou hast for us to do in the times 
that are to come. 

Oh, wilt thou give to us a new vision to-day of thy kingdom; the 
conquering power of thy kingdom here in the world, and the part 
that we may have in ushering in these larger and better and more 
gracious things in the kingdom of God. Oh, wilt thou put thy 
blessing upon the members of this General Conference, upon every 
officer and upon all those who represent the conferences of the 
churches in all our wide borders. Let thy blessing rest upon those 
who have taken upon themselves the vow to preach thy word, and 
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may thy blessing likewise rest upon those who are the laymen in the 
Church, and who are devoting their time and their energies as are 
the ministers, for the promotion of thy kingdom among men: Let 
thy blessing, thus we pray thee, rest upon every one of us, and may 
we be saved from littleness, from narrowness, and from that indif- 
ference against which we have been warned to-day. And may all 
our hearts be stimulated by the Spirit Divine, to do the things that 
thou wouldst have us to do in making this world the very kingdom 
of our Lord, and of his Christ. Let thy blessing, we pray thee, rest 
upon all the deliberations of this body during these days to come, 
and may we, in all our committee work, and in all our work of what- 
ever kind, seek to glorify thee, to honor thee, and to this end may we 
be saved from all self-seeking and everything that would offend the 
pure spirit of our God. 

And may ‘we do thy will in all things, and may thy kingdon le 
advanced, and may the future years of our Church, in our relation 
with it and in our taking our place in the world, may these future 
years show great advances in winning men to the cross of the Re- 
deemer. [lear us, in this, our prayer to-day, as we anew consecrat? 
ourselves to thee and to thy service, in Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


_ Rev. C. W. Recard then delivered the following prayer: 


Dear God, our Father, under the illumination of heaven’s own 
presence in the ministry and message of this hour, may our hearts 
be ready for the cleansing which must be as a preparation for the 
doing of the will of our Heavenly Master, in these sessions to which 
thou hast called us. O Master, above everything else, we want thy 
help. Help us to recognize the will of God; help us to see that if 
we are to appreciate and be able to understand what is greatest in 
our lives, that we must understand that it is not by any greatness 
that we may bring to the action by any self-achievement or self- 
glorification, but it is through the greatness of the power and the 
ministry of the Spirit of God that shall give us suecess and make us 
not a disappointment to our Heavenly Father. And, our Master, 
we pray thee, that thy spirit may search us, find out the deepest 
pencilings of sin that will be found everywhere, even in the hidden 
depths of our interest and by the incoming of the light of thy spirit, 
may it all be dispelled and may our hearts be filled and enriched and 
strengthened by the life of the spirit given us in the fellowship of 
our Savior and Master. Now, O Father, we come without any pro- 
gram of our own; thy program is sufficient. We have never yet been 
able to go much farther than the very rim of it. We have only 
touched the outside of the great scheme that God Almighty has for 
the working out of his kingdom in the life of humanity. We pray 
thee. O Master, that we may waste no time in indulging our lust for 
talk on the small things, the incidental things of life, and of thy 
kingdom here upon earth. O God, we pray thee that we may have 
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in our vision, the wide standard that God Almighty has given us, and 
that we shall follow it carefully and that we shall be molded to the 
purposes of the spirit, shall never turn aside, shall be forgetful of 
ourselves and of everything save the glory of God, to sweeping the 
lost in this world into his everlasting kingdom. O God, we pray 
thee that the passion for saving souls may come into our lives, and 
that we shall desire the salvation of the lost, even now and here, just 
as Jesus desires it to those seeking thee, while we are together in the 
sessions of this Conference. And, O God, help us not to delay to do 
thy will, may we not fear to hurry to accomplish that which we 
could only do while it is day, for the night cometh when no man can 
work. God forbid that we should waste any time in the affairs of 
this Conference, that God has alloted to us in the working out of 
his kingdom’s interest in the place from which he has called us to 
assemble here for a brief season. God facilitate every interest of 
this Conference, and may every moment be sacred, weighted with the 
responsibility of high heaven, and may our hearts be alert, and may 
our lives upon the altar be the willing instruments of thy spirit in 
the fulfillment of what God intended by assembling us here, and 
whatever good shall come from it, pass it on down the line of hu- 
manity. Give it prosperity as riches of blessing from God have 
come to us from the generations that preceded us, and to thee shall 
be all the praise through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Tue Presipent. We now come, brethren, to the time for the 
transaction of the official business of the Conference. Dr. J. H. 
Snyder, of Lecompton, Kansas, who served as reading secretary for 
the different General Conferences since 1885, is ill, and cannot come; 
his health does not permit it. Noble, consecrated, and efficient in 
this great work, and in his absence, Dr. A. C. Siddall, of Sandusky 
Conference, who was Assistant Secretary of the last General Con- 
ference, will please come forward and eall the roll of membership. 

Doctor Siddall then proceeded with the roll-call of the delegates 
elected to this General Conference. 

Dr. W. R. Funk, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. President. A 
question of privilege. ; 

Mr. Present. Proceed to state your question. ; 
Docror Funk. Would it not expedite the work of the Conference 
very much, if, where there is an alternate, that the announcement 
simply be made as the roll is ealled. Not to take the name, but to 
make note of it, and thus expedite the getting of the alternates 
before the Committee on Credentials. 

Tue Presipent.. If there is no objection, we will proceed in that 
way: 
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The Secretary completed the call of the roll, and alternates’ names 
_were given, as will be shown later, by the report of the Committee on 


Credentials. 


ROLL OF DELEGATES. 


Bishops 
N, Castle, D.D. 
- G. M. Mathews, 


W. M. Bell, D.D: 
W. M. Weekley, 


T. .C. Carter, D.D. 
MINISTERIAL 


Allegheny 
J. 8. Fulton Albert Keister 
W. R. Funk, D.D. A. Ii, Roose, M.D. 
J. I. L. Ressler, H. H. 'Baish, A.M. 
J. W, Wilson 


D.D.E. J. Lesher, A.B. 
W. H. Spangler 


J. W. Ruth 

California 

Pres. Marion R. Mark 
Drury, D.D. Paris 

L. 8. Woodruff 


Chickamauga 
John ¥. Patton 


Colorado 
W..F. Edmondson 


LAYMEN 


Keppel 
Allen 


Ilenry Irving 
. Kohler 


Columbia River 
W, A. Nicoles A, B. Wood 


Bast Nebrdska 


W. O. Jones A.M. S. C. Caldwell 
D.D. E, HW. Smith 


M. O. McLaughlin, 

ACB. Ba: 
East Ohio. 
J. H. Patterson A. A. Moore 
U. M. Roby W, T.. Hursh 
Cc. W. Recard Jay M., Cogan 
O. W. Slusser J. S. Wilhelm 

Bast Pennsylwanvia 

D. DL. Lowery, D.D. S. F. Engle 


Prof. J. Ef, Lehman, 


I. E. Runk 
Se.D. 


H, BW. Miller 


I. H. Albright, Cc. S$. Grabill 
Ph.D. H. J. Roop 

J. A. Lyter, D.D. A. L. Lessley 
Hast Tennessee 


J, M. Knight George R. Brown 


S. W. Paul, D.D. 


Erie ~ 
R. J. White, D.D. S. M. Love 
W. A. Knapp Mrs..J2.:G: 
O. I. Williams, McDonald 
M.A., Ph.D. W, M. Hodges 


Georgia 
Bearss G. W. White 
Indiana 
W. J. Richard 
WH, W. Meyers 


I. Ww. 


W. FE. Snyder 
J, L. Brandenburg 


S. L. Todd Red. Barr 
J. W. Gilley J. I. Zimmerman 


MINISTERIAL 


LAYMEN 


lowa State 


BH. W. Curtis, D.D. 


D.D.W. F. Cronk, D.D. 


Geo, Miller, D.D. 


Mrs, A. M. Rinehart 
Mrs, A. C. Elliott 
John Shambaugh 


Tra A. Holbrook, D. W. Bovee 
Pheb); 
Kentucky 
J. EK. Turner B. Lee 
Louisiana 
W. Lomax Childress Mrs. W. L. Childress 
Lower Wabash 
J. B. Connett Cc. B. Biglow 
W. L. Duncan * Cloyd C. Rose 


J. T. McCreery, 


H.. G. Taylor 


D, R. Seneff, D.D. IL. A, Rider 
Miami 

Cc. W. Kurtz, D.D.- KE. L, Shuey 
H. H, Fout, Db. A. A. Maysilles 
Cc. J. Kephart, D.D. H. C, Cridland 
J. P, Landis, D.D. C. J, Hall 
J. G. Huber, D.D. 

Michigan 


Cc. P. Hopkins 
J. A. Blickenstaff 


FR. P, Geib 
BH. A. Sawdy> 


Minnesota 


Hamilton Deal 


H. M. Hall 


Missouri 


L. D, Neher 
Ww. M. Smith 


W. H. Smith 


Neosho 


G. Edwin Bertch 


* BH, N. Montgomery 


North 
DH. R. Baber 
Maurice Nichols 
W. M. Jones 
oO. ©, Deever 


Rh. H. Bennett, 
LL.M. 
J. L, Samples 


Kansas 

Hon. Matt Edmonds 
Prof. H. M. Ambrose 
Jas. H. Little 

W. H. Mead 


Northern Illinois 


Vv. W. Overton 

A. i. Wright, D.D. 

M, B. Spayd 

W. H. Arbogast, 
A.B 


John L. Arbogast 
Fr. N, Munch 
Alex Anderson 
Mrs. Clara Wolford 


North Nebraska 


W. FF. Herman 


North 


Cc. A. Sehlotterbeck 


W. W. Strope 


Texas 
L. F, Howard 


Ohio German 


J. C.- Bremer 


Eugene Schaefer 


Oklahoma 


iG: 


Db. L. Doub 
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Virginia Da 
Oregon A. S. Hammack, segs J. H. Ruebush 
P. O. Bonebrake, W. O. Zeigler DD. FF. Millard 
A.M., D.D.E, B. Clark W. F, Gruver, D.D. i A, Armentrout 
G, E. McDonald, Aes ‘Funkhouser, J: ER Hott 
A.M. D.D. 
J, H. Brunk 
Pennsylwania 
Wm. H. Washinger, Fred Smith West Nebraska 
U.D. BE. E, Houseman L. L. Epley, A.M, G, W. Barrett 
Pres. G, D. Gos- J. H. Eckels S. M. Snider Mrs. M. J. Griselt 
sard, D.D. John F. Rudisill 
A. R. Ayers Harry L. McCurdy West Tennessee 
J, L. Grimm, D.D. Robert Harls J. E. Fothergill 


Jno. W. Owen, 
West Virginia 


¢ F, G. Radabaugh J. T. Criss 
: St. Joseph 2 G: W. Burdette  B, A, Ward 
J, E. Grimes Miss Ida M. Koontz fp) W. Cunningham Earnest Phillips 
J. i pine < = rahe A. H, Reese c. D, Ball 
C. A. Sickafoose a. E. Richards y : ner 
W. 5B, Stanley A. A. Bowser i an bie 3 Ce 
J. W. Lake P, W. Bonebrake White River 
Sanduake pape oe gti pet eh econ de 
° SY Sh sD, .D. Prof. Samuel 
A. C, Siddall, Judge S. W. Lott J A. Hawkins Wertz, A.M. 
\ AM.. D.D. W. P, Alspach A.M., D.D. Mrs. 8. 8S. Hull 
J. W, Lilly, D.D. <A, H, Laughbaum J, } Shannon, D.D. Prof. I. J. Good, 
M. R. seco pirixar chs 4 N. eons M. F, Dawson, A.M. ALB. 
.M. M, B. onn F Saal bi 
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Philo W. Drury 


THe Presipent. Have any names been omitted? There are two 
hundred and twenty-six names on the list, but all have not responded. 
Perhaps some of them will come to-morrow. Will you fix the bar of 
the Conference at this time? 

Dr. S. W. Paun, of East Tennessee Conference. Mr. President, 
the names have not been called for Chickamauga Conference. 

Bisuop Carter. They may not have been before the Committee on 
Credentials, and will be called later. 

THe Present. Will you fix the bar of the Conference? 

Dr. R. J. Waite, of Erie Conference. Mr. President, I move that 


the space now occupied by the delegates constitute the bar of the 
Conference. 


Said motion was seconded. 


¢ 
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-Tue Presipent. The motion is that the space now occupied by 

the delegates constitute the bar of the Conference. Are you ready ? 

Dr. W. R.“Funx. Mr. President, I question whether or not a re- 
arrangement could not bring all the delegates into this room. It © 
ought to be, for several reasons. One good reason is that. the visitors 
are going to occupy a part of this room and a part of the Sunday- 
school room. It will be confusing when we get into business, and if 
it could possibly be done, it ought to be done—that was the concep- 
tion of the local committee in its work. 

Tue Presipent. The motion is before you. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. Mr. President, for one, I speak for myself only, 
we are satisfied with the present arrangement and it will be far more 
desirable for us to sit where we do, than to sit away back by the door, 
~ and I am opposed to the suggestion and favor the motion. 

Tue Presipent. Are you ready? ‘Those favoring this motion will 
lift the hand; those opposed, like sign. It is ordered, and the bar of 
the Conference is fixed. Now, will you proceed to the election of a 
recording secretary? What is your pleasure? 

Dr. W. R. Funx. Mr. President, I move you that Mr. Charles J. 
Hall, who has been the official stenographer of the three preceding 
General Conferences, be the recording secretary, and that his record 
be the official record of this body. 

Rey. J. S. Branpensurc, of Indiana Conference. I second the 
motion. 

Tur Present. The motion before you is that Mr. Charles J. 
Hall be elected as your recording secretary, as well as the stenog- 
rapher of this Conference. JI presume that this will be without the ~ 
casting of a ballot. Those favoring this motion will lift the hand, 
those opposed, like sign. It is so ordered. Now, what is your pleas- 
ure in reference to the reading secretary ? 

Dr. A. P. Funxnouser, of Virginia Conference. Mr. President, 
I understand that it will take two secretaries to occupy that position, 
and I move -that as one of them, that Brother Mark Keppel, of Cal- 
ifornia, be clected_ as one. 

Seconded by P. O. Bonebrake, D.D., of Oregon Conference. 

Tur Present. The motion is that Prof. Mark Keppel be elected 
as one of your reading secretaries. Those who favor the motion will 
lift the hand; those opposed, like sign. It is so ordered. How about 
the second one? 
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Dr. FunKuouser. I want to say to you, Mr. President, that I sup- 
posed Doctor Siddall would be one of the secretaries, and I did not 
make the motion which I just made, to precede that. I move that 
Dr. A. C. Siddall be the other secretary. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipent. You have heard the motion that Doctor Siddall 
be chosen as the other secretary. Are you ready? Those favoring the 
motion will lift the hand; those opposed, like sign. Doctor Siddall — 
is elected. 4 

Pror. Mark Kepret, of California Conference. Brother Bishop, 
I think in all fairness, in all cases where there should be any pre- 
cedence of reading secretaries, it should be understood that Doctor 
Siddall is the first reading secretary and that I am the second. 

Tue Presipent. Very generous. The Board of Bishops appointed 
a Committee on Rules of Order. What is your pleasure with refer- 
ence to fixing or adopting the rules of order that will guide us from 
now on? 

Bisuop Beri. Let us hear the report. 

Tue Presipent. Is that committee ready to report? 

Dr. W. F. Cronk, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. President, the 
committee has its report. J do not know whether it is printed so 
that you can have copies or not, but it can be read at any rate. 

Tue Presipent. What is your pleasure? It can be read. It has 


not been printed. “Do you wish to hear the report? [Voices. Hear, 
hear.] « 

Tue Presipent. We will hear the report of the Committee on 
Rules of Order. 

Doctor Cronk. It is in the hands of Dr. A. P. Funkhouser, who 
will read. 

Dr. A. P. Funkhouser read the report, as follows: 


RULES OF ORDER. 

Rule 1. Organization—When the General Conference has been 
convened, in accordance with the provisions of the Discipline, after 
devotional exercises, and calling of the roll, if a quorum is. present, 
it shall proceed to organization, by the election of a secretary, by 
ballot, if there be more than one nomination; otherwise by acclama- 
tion; it shall also elect as many assistant secretaries as deemed neces- 
sary. 

TIME OF MEETING AND ADJOURNMENT. 

Rule 2. After the opening session, the General Conference shall 
meet at 8:00 a. m., and 2:00 p. m., and adjourn on motion, but the 
Conference may alter the time of meeting at its diseretion. 
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THE PRESIDENT. 


Rule 8. The president shall take the chair precisely at the hour 
to which the Conference adjourned, and cause the session to be 
opened with a half-hour’s devotional services each morning, and by 
reading Scripture, singing, and prayer each afternoon. At each 
morning session, on the appearance of a quorum, he shall have the 
journal of the preceding day read and approved, and shall see that 
the business of the Conference proceed in regular order according 
to these Rules of Order, and such other rules and regulations as may 
be adopted by the General Conference. 

Rule 4. The president shall decide all questions of order, subject 
to an appeal to the Conference. In case of such appeal the question 
shall be taken without debate, except that the appellant may state 
the grounds of his appeal, and that the president may state the 
grounds of his decision. 

Rule 5. The president shall appoint all committees, unless other- 
wise specially ordered by the Conference. 

Rule 6. On assigning the floor to a member, the president shall 
distinctly announce the name of the member to whom it is assigned, 
and the annual conference represented by said member. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Rule 7. The regular order of business for each morning session 
shall be: 

(1) Devotional exercises. 

(2) Roll eall. 

(3) Reading and approving of the journal. 

(4) For the first three days the call of the conferences in alpha- 
betical order for the presentation of appeals, memorials, resolutions, 
and petitions, which shall be referred to the proper committees with- 
out debate. 

(5) Reports of standing committees. 

(6) Reports of special committees. 

. (7) Miscellaneous business. 

For the afternoon session the order shall be: 

(1) Devotional exercises. 

(2) © Reports of Committees. 

(3) Miscellaneous business. 


DUTIES AND PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERS. 

Rule 8. When a member is about to speak in debate, or to bring 
any matter before the Conference, he shall arise in his place and 
respectfully address the president, and announce his name and con- 
ference, but shall not proceed until recognized by the chair. 

Rule 9. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, except by 
the president to call him to order when he departs from the question 
or uses personalities or disrespectful language; but any member may 
eall the attention of the president to the subject when he deems the 
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speaker out of order, and any member may explain when he thinks 
himself misrepresented, the speaker holding the floor. 

Rule 10. When a member desires to speak to a question of priv- 
ilege, he shall state the question; but it shall not be in order for him 
to proceed until the president shall have decided it a privileged 
question. , 

Rule 11. No person shall speak more than twice on the same ques 
tion, nor more than ten minutes at one time without leave of the 
Conference; nor shall any member speak more than once until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken; provided, however, 
that a committee making a report shall, in all cases, through its 
chairman or one of the members selected by the committee, or its 
chairman, be entitled to ten minutes to close the debate, either to 
oppose the motion, to lay the report on the table, or, this permission 
not having been used, to close the debate on the motion to adopt. 
The committee shall not be deprived of its right to close the debate, 
even after the previous question has been ordered, and when a report 
consisting of two or more propositions has a seriatim consideration, 
the chairman or representative of the committee shall be entitled to 
the same rights and privileges on each proposition thus decided sep- 
arately, as he would have, if the report was considered as a whole. 

Rule 12. No member shall absent himself from the sessions of the 
Conference unless he is sick or otherwise unable to attend, or unless 
excused by the Conference. 

Rule 13. Members presenting memorials, petitions, resolutions, 
and other papers for reference, after reading the text or by title, shall 
unannounced, deliver them directly to the secretary in triplicate, to 
be by him sent to the proper committee and announced in the journal 
of the day. i 


MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS. 


Rule 14. Resolutions shall be presented in writing by the mover. 
All motions shall be reduced to writing, if the president, secretary, or 
any two members request it. If the Conference refer a resolution to 
a committee, the mover shall furnish the secretary a second copy 
for the use of the committee. 

Rule 15. All reports, resolutions, and written motions, after the 
first reading, shall be passed to the secretary to be read by him as 
the Conference may require. 

Rule 16. No new motion or resolution shall be entertained until 
the one under consideration has been disposed of, which may be 
done by adoption or rejection; but one or more of the following 
motions may be made, and they shall take precedence in the order in 
which they are here placed, namely: 

(1) To fix the time to adjourn (may be amended, substituted, or 
laid on the table). 

(2) To adjourn. 

(3) To take a recess. 
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(4) To lay on the table. 

(5) For the previous question (cannot be laid on the table). 

(6) To postpone to a given time. 

(7) To refer. 

(8) To substitute. 

(9) To amend. 

(10) To postpone indefinitely. 

Rule 17. When a report is presented and read or stated by the 
president, or a resolution is introduced and seconded, or a motion is 
made and seconded, and stated by the chair, it shall be deemed in 
possession of the Conference. 

Rule 18. Any motion or resolution may be withdrawn by the 
mover at any time before amendment or decision; if objection be 
made to withdrawal, a vote on the motion to grant leave to with- 
draw shall be taken without debate. 

Rule 19: The following motions shall be put without debate: 

(1) To adjourn. 

(2) To suspend the rules. 

(8) To lay on the table. 

(4) To take from the table. 

(5) The question of consideration. 

(6) The call for the previous question. 

(7) To reconsider a non-debatable motion. 

(8) To postpone indefinitely. 

Rule 20. Only one amendment to an amendment shall be in order, 
but a substitute for both amendments may be received, which sub- 
stitute may be.amended, and if the substitute be adopted, it shall 
operate as an amendment to the original. proposition. 

Rule 21. On the call of a member a question shall be divided, 
if it is divisible into distinct. propositions. 

Rule 22. It shall be in order to move the previous question—that 
is, that the motion be taken without further debate—on any measure, 
except in eases in which character is involved, and if sustained by a 
two-thirds vote, the question shall-be taken; nevertheless, it shall be 
in order under this rule to move to refer or to recommit (on either 
of which the vote shall be taken without debate) to divide or to lay 
on the table, after the previous question has been ordered. It shall 
not be in order for a member to move the previous question or to 
lay on the table at the close of a speech in which he has discussed 
the pending question. 

Rule 23. . The motion to aahne n shall be taken without debate, and 
shall always be in order, except: 

(1) When a member has the floor. 

(2) When a question is actually put, or a vote is being taken, or 
until finally decided. 

(3) When a question is pending on sustaining the demand for 
the previous question. 
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(4) When the previous question has been called and sustained and 
action under it is pending. 

(5) When a motion to adjourn has been lost and no motion or de- 
bate has intervened. 

(6) When a motion to fix the time to which the Conference shall 
adjourn is pending. 

Rule ‘24. Reconsideration. When any motion or resolution shall 
have been acted upon by the Conference, it shall be in order for any 
member who voted with the prevailing side, to move a reconsider- 
ation. A motion to reconsider a non-debatable motion shall be de- 
cided. without debate. A motion to reconsider must be made on the 
same day in which the action was taken, or the succeeding day. 

Rule 25. No resolution or report which proposes a change in the 
Discipline shall be considered until it has been in possession of the 
Conference for one day; but when it is under consideration, amend- 
ments which are germane and duly presented shall be in order. 

Rule 26. Changes of Discipline. All reports or resolutions pro- 
posing changes in the Discipline, shall not only recite the porarroph 
and line proposed to be amended, but also the paragraph as amended 
complete. 

Rule 27. When any member shall move the reference of any por- 
tion of the journal of an annual conference to any committee, he 
shall, at the same time, furnish a copy of the portion he wishes 
referred, prepared as in the case of memorials. 

Rule 28. Members presenting memorials, petitions, and any other 
papers for reference, shall prepare each paper by writing on the back 
of the outer paper the following items in order, namely: 

(1) Name of person presenting it. 

(2) Conference sending it. 

(83) Number of petitioners. ; 

(4) Subject to which it relates. 

Rule 29. The Committee on Nominations of members of Church 


Boards shall nominate for each Board three times as many members. 


as are to be elected, and as far as practicable, shall select the nomi- 
nees from the different sections of the Church. 

Rule 30. Committees shall consider all subjects referred to them 
by the General Conference. A committee shall not consider a mat- 
ter which the General Conference has*refused to refer to it. 

Rule 31. The reports of all standing committees shall be-made in 
triplicate. and shall be printed in sufficient numbers to supply every 
member of the Conference with a copy of each report. This rule 
shall be in force in all cases, except where the General Conference 


shall otherwise order. 
VOTING, 
Rule 32. Every member who is within the bar at the time the 


question is put shall vote unless the Conference, for special reasons, 
excuses him. 
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Rule 33. No member shall be allowed to vote on any question who 
is not within the bar at the time such question is put by the presi- 
dent, except by leave of Conference. — 

Rule 34. Voting shall be by the uplifted hand; but on a division 
of the house, the delegates shall rise in their places, and stand until 
they have been counted. Votes may also be taken by ballot and by 
Ayes and Noes. 

Rule 35. Ayes and Noes. It shall be in order for any member to 
eall for the Ayes and Noes, oh any question before the Conference, 
and if sustained by forty members, the vote thereon shall be taken 
by Ayes and’ Noes. If not sustained, members voting in the minority, 
if the number voting in said minority is less than forty, may have 
their votes recorded by name. i 

Rule 36. Order of Voting. In voting, when amendments and a 
substitute have been proposed’ to the original resolution, and an 
amendment to the substitute has been moved, the Conference shall 
pursue the following order, namely: 

The main question shall first be perfected by voting on the amend- 
ments proposed thereto, and then the Conference shall vote upon 
the question of substitution, and finally upon the question of adop- 
tion. 

Rule 87. <A call for a vote by orders shall be made and seconded 
by members of the same order and shall require one-fourth of the 
order. of delegates present and voting. 

Rule 88. When voting by orders, the separation shall be merely 
in regard to the taking, announcing, and recording the vote of each 
order on the question on which the separate vote is demanded. Any 
incidental matter bearing upon such vote shall be decided by the 
Conference acting as one body. In taking a vote by orders, it shall 
be by a count vote, first of the order calling for the separate vote, 
and then of the other; but either order may eall for the Ayes and 
Noes by one-fourth of its members; and if the call is sustained, the 
names of the delegates, first of the order calling and then of the 
other, shall be called and each member shall answer Aye or No. 

Rule 39. All election of officers shall be by ballot, and a majority 
of all the votes cast shall be necessary to a choice. The acceptance 
of office shall be considered a pledge that the officer will devote his 
time and talents wholly to the duties to the office to which he is 
elected. 

Rule 40. The elections of the General Officers of the Chureh shall 
begin on Wednesday of the second week of the Conference session, 
and shall be in order as follows: 

(1) Bishops. 
(2) Publishing Agent. 
-(3) Editors of the Telescope. 
(4) Editor of the Watchword. 
(5) Editors Sunday-school Literature. 
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(6) General Secretary Sunday-sehool Board. 
(7) Foreign Missionary Secretary. 

(8) Church Erection Secretary. 

(9) Home Missionary Secretary. 

(10) General Church Treasurer. 

(11) Manager Bonebrake Seminary. 

(12) Trustees Bonebrake Seminary. 

(13) Board of Education, 

(14) ‘Trustees Publishing House. 

(15) Home Missionary Board. 

(16) Foreign Missionary Board. 

(17) Church Erection Board. 

(18) Sunday-school and Young People’s Board. 

(19) Board of Chureh Trustees. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Rule 41. Demonstrations of approval or disapproval during the 
progress of debate shall be deemed a breach of order. 

Rule 42. The ushers shall keep the aisles clear for their proper 
use, and none but delegates, pages, and ushers shall be admitted 
within the inclosure reserved for the delegates. 

Rule 43. In all matters not included in these rules, the General 
Conference shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Order. 

Rule 44. Upon the nomination of two or more competing places 
for the holding of the next ensuing General Conference, the matter 
of location, when not determined by the General Conference, 
and the entertainment, and expenses of our quadrennial meeting 
shall be referred to the Agent and Trustees of our Publishing House, 
who shall one year before the meeting of the General Conference, 
make final choice and decision. 

Rule 45. These rules shall not be suspended nor changed except 
by a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting. 
W. F. Cronk, Chairman. 
A. P. FunKkHouser, Sec’y. 
I. E. Runx. 
E. S. Neupine. 
EK. Pumps. 
M. F. Dawson. 
H. Derat. 


THe Presment. You have heard this report. 

Hon. Marr. Epmonps, of North Kansas Conference. I move that 
the report on rules for this Conference be adopted. 

J. I. L. Resster, D.D., of Allegheny Conference. I move that it 
be received, and printed, and not adopted yet. 

Seconded. ; 

THE Presipent. The other motion was not seconded. You have 
heard the second to this motion that the report be referred to the 
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printer. Are you ready? Those favoring this motion will lift the 
hand; those opposed, like sign. It is referred. 

THe Presipent. It is a great pleasure, in the providence of God, 
to have Bishop Castle with us—that sainted man of God, whom we 
all love and whom we love to honor, so I have asked him to take the 
chair and preside at this time. 

[Bishop Castle occupied the chair, amid great applause and shak- 
ing of handkerchiefs. | 2 

Bisnor Castir. Will you let me respond to you? I do not be- 
lieve that I will ever see a more beautiful sight than that this 
side of beholding the white-winged angels. I am about the happiest 
man, seemingly to me, that is in this session of Conference. I have 
grown youthful, by possibly something like twenty years since I 
arrived here, and have looked into so many of your faces. Why, I 
felt the tingle of life coming into me that I was unconscious of be- 
fore, and so I suppose there is something real in the psychological 
law under which we live and by which we inspire, impress, and 
quicken another. 

How far we may be victims of that law or controlled by it, we do 
not always know, but I want to say that when I started for this 
place, I started for this General Conference, expecting, of course, 
that I would be in a session of the General Conference again. But 
some moments ago when we were listening to that wonderful burst 
of evangelism, I felt in a measure that we were having inaugurated 
here a revival, and that we are going to have a great evangelism in 
this Conference. But that is only in harmony with what I said 
and with what I thought before I came here. I felt some days and 
weeks before I came here that this was going to be one of the 
‘tenderest and most beautiful and spiritual sessions of the General 
Conference that I have ever attended. [Voices. Amen, amen.] We 
have all been softened, tenderly brought into a fellowship with each 
other that we did not know before. God has been speaking to us 
in wonderful ways, and however remote we may have lived, we are 
right in the vicinity and in the midst of the calamities that have 
overtaken our brethren in -portions of our country, and I thought 
how helpless we are when God allows the forces of nature to awaken 
from their slumber—how perfectly helpless we are, and I am sure 
that what has occurred is going to make us better men, better women, 
and, sad as the calamity has been, we are going to be more tender 
and we are going to be more conscious of the forces in the midst of 
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which we live and of that wonderful power that controls all forces 
and that One who is the power, for all power is of God. [Amen.] 
And now, brethren, I come to introduce to you the reading of the 
Quadrennial Address, and I am sure that this will enlist your atten- 
tion—closest and most devoted attention, because it contains inter- 
ests that cover these four years, and there will doubtless be in it 
something of prophecy—some forecasting as near as that may be, 
although I do not know what is in it as yet, of what shall obtain 
in the Church. It requires no little labor, I am sure, no little 
thought, I am sure, to prepare an address of this kind. It represents. 
the Bishops and their thought for you and their interest in you and 
in this Church, and I invite the most careful, equal, thoughtful at- 
tention to the address, which will now be read by Bishop Mathews. 
Bishop Mathews then read the Quadrennial Address, as follows: 
[The reading of this address was followed by great applause. ] 


THE BISHOPS’ QUADRENNIAL ADDRESS. 


To the Members of the General Conference of the Church of the - 
United Brethren in Christ in session at Decatur, Illinois, May 
8, 1918. 

GrEETING:—We are assembled in the midst of a great territorial 
empire of historic interest. One hundred and twenty-five years ago 
the northwestern territory, stretching from Virginia to the Missis- 
sippi, from the lakes to the Ohio, found its identity in the famous 
Compact enacted by Congress in 1787. Under that enactment, one 
thirty-sixth of its land was dedicated to popular education, human 
slavery forever excluded from its territory, religion and morality 
declared to be essentials to good government and the happiness of 
mankind. 5 

That national enactment gave this vast territory, now composed 
of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, 
the stamp of a high civilization in being dedicated to freedom and ” 
morality. These essential elements of national greatness revealed 
the hand of God in shaping the destiny of this nation. The same 
divine hand is seen in the development of this territory to whose 
growth and greatness our Church has made her share of contribution. 

One. hundred years ago Bishop Philip William Otterbein, a stately 
scholarly, great-souled, Christian German, who had wrought grandly 
in laying the foundation of our Church and stamped upon it the 
impress of his own collossal personality, passed into the great beyond. 

Immediately, the Church ealled to succeed him in the bishopric 
the son of a Swiss Pennsylvania farmer. God set his soul on fire 
with a passion for humanity, inflamed him ‘with the spirit of evangel- 
ism, gave him a vision of the measureless possibilities of this uncon- 
quered empire, put a flaming torch in his hand, turned his face 
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- westward and sent him on horseback over the Alleghenies into the 
_pathless wilderness of this virgin valley.. For nineteen consecutive 
_ years that missionary hero, ¢rossing rivers, wading swamps and pene- 
_ trating forests, bore aloft the gospel torch, to his dying hour. Others 
grasped that torch out of the dying*hand of Bishop Christian New- 
comer, carrying it to the lakes, mines and prairies, lighting them up 
with a flame that overleaped the Mississippi and swept toward_the Gulf 
and the Pacific, shedding in its pathway the blessings of a rich, grow- 
ing Christian civilization. In barn, schoolhouse, cabin, chapel and 
forest, those pioneer heroes preached the glorious gospel of Christ, 
amidst pentecostal blessings, and miraculous transformations of in- 
-dividuals and communities. Their sacred dust lies in many ceme- 
teries over this territory. With honorable pride we sit to-day amidst 
their sweetest memories and feel the inspiration of that immortal 
company of heroes now looking down upon us from on high. Undy- 
ing honor to such Christian heroes as Bishops Otterbein, Boehm, 
Newcomer, and their coadjutors, real nation builders who helped to 
lay the granite foundations of this great American republic, and into 
whose labors we have entered. May the spirit of their vision, heroism 
and progressiveness dominate and guide this honorable body to its 
closing moment. 
OUR DECEASED ASSOCIATES. 
A dark shadow falls upon us to-day as we record the departure of 
one who sat in council with us four years ago. Bishop J. 8. Mills 
had been sent to visit our missions in the Orient on a deputation to 
China, Japan and the Philippines. His eloquent voice that then 
thrilled the Church and the General Conference is now hushed in 
“death. His taking away seemed all too soon. Bishop Mills was an 
extraordinary man. His strong qualities of character and elements 
of leadership made him a giant in the councils and administrative 
“affairs of the Church. ~ His personal presence, mental vigor, high 
-eulture, large fund of knowledge, and indomitable will, gave him 
recognized leadership within his denomination and outside of it. 
The memorable quadrennial address of four years ago, the last 
great product of his vigorous brain and pen, was the culminating 
close of his eventful life. He stood for all the great movements of 
the Church in the onward_march of the kingdom of God. As a 
“preacher, he was able, scholarly, forceful and impressive; as a writer, 
he was original, strong and versatile. In thought, he was independ- 
ent; in speech, clear and incisive; in argument, logical and con- 
‘yineing. He loved his denomination for its distinctive mission, and 
“the truth for its own sake. He fought a good fight and kept the 
faith to the end. His body sleeps in the beautiful cemetery at 
“Scottdale, Pennsylvania. May God help us to be ready when the 
“summons comes and faithful to the end. . je 
On the 29th day of August, 1911, Bishop Daniel Kumler Flickinger 

joined the triumphant host, being in his eighty-eighth year. He 
was a prince in Israel. Born in a rich valley and in a royal family, 
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he rose steadily to distinction in the denomination. Converted at 
the age of fifteen, licensed to preach the gospel at twenty-six, his 
ministry extended over the eventful period of sixty-one years. He 
was sweet in spirit and young in heart to the hour of his departure. 
He possessed the heart of a child and the will of a giant. His life 
paralleled the entire history of our church missionary operations. 
In point of sacrifice and consecration to the African mission, he 
stood without a peer. Like Paul, his heart was burdened with a 
‘debt he owed to the heathen world. He crossed the ocean twenty- 
four times to visit the mission field. Like a father for his children, 
his dying lips trembled with an appeal for Africa. He had a militant 
spirit which made him a great missionary hero. He never turned 
aside from a hard task or shrank from an issue, or retreated in battle. 
Wonderful course he ran. His long earth life was radiant with 
Christian joy and sweetness. In ripened old age, his brow wore the 
crown of glory. Though his voice is now hushed, he is not dead, 
but speaketh for the causes he heroically stood for on earth. 

Death has also invaded the ranks of others who were delegates four 
years ago. 
_ Providence has been kind to all the delegates who sat in the last 

General Conference, except in the death of our beloved Rev. L. O. 
Oyler, and two of our distinguished laymen, Mr. S. E. Kumler and 
Hon. W. H. Ulrich. 

We recommend that memorial services be held at a suitable time 
during this session. ; 


CENTENNIAL OF OUR FOUNDER. 


It is known that November 11, 1913, marks the one hundredth 
anniversary of the death of Bishop Philip William Otterbein. He 
died at the age of eighty-seven, having preached the gospel for sixty- 
five years. He possessed a great brain, a great soul and great culture. 
Of him, Bishop Asbury exclaimed: “Great and good man of God! An 
honor to his Church and country! One of the greatest scholars and 
divines that ever came to America or was born in it.” 

We recommend the erection of a larger and more suitable monu- 
ment to mark his grave, and that the General Conference appoint 
a commission of ministers and laymen who shall have the authority 
to prepare and execute the plan for the raising of a fund suffivient 
for such purpose, and also who shall have supervision of the design 
and erection of such monument. 


RESPONSIBILITY OF DELEGATES. 


As honored representatives of a great and good constituency, you 
are charged with a grave responsibility. By official vote, thousands 
have expressed their confidence in your intelligence and fidelity. 
You are the custodians of their rights and interests during this 
Conference. They look to you for such legislative action and direc- 
tion as shall wisely guide the Church in her future administration. 
The welfare of the Church, as a whole, is in your hands. All of 
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her tremendous interests at home and abroad are committed to your 


care. Great causes and new enterprises challenge your consideration 
and appeal to your best judgment. 

The solidarity of the denomination is always to be recognized. 
The Church has continuity of life. It is a unified family broken 
up into conferences and local churches, and bound together by certain 
connectional ties and interests. Upon its banner is inscribed the in- 
spiring insignia, “We are Brethren.” 

The highest welfare of the Church ealls for high and broad states- 
manship. It will not permit of selfish provincialism. All its interests 
interlock and interpenetrate in a vital unity which lies at the basis 
of ‘its greatest power and efficiency. The interest of one is the 
interest of all. The good of all is the good of each integral part of 
the body. Minorities have rights as well as majorities. A single 
vote may decide an issue of tremendous moment, and determine a 
policy which’can not be changed for an entire quadrennium. Hence 
the solemn responsibility devolving upon each delegate in this honor- 
able body. 

This is a great company of leaders. It is within your power to 
make this General Conference a veritable Pentecost, that shall give 
to our Zion such a current of spiritual life as shall flow through 
every artery and vein of the denominational body to its utmost 
limits. Something more than human wisdom and power is needed 
to guide the affairs of our Church. May nothing be done to clog 
the wheels of our Zion or impede her rapid advance in the direction 
of larger and better things. 

AGE CHARACTERISTICS. 

Every age has its peculiarities and problems. This age is no 
exception. One of these peculiarities is the spirit of independence. 
The restless wave of inquiry and discontent is beating hard against 
time honored notions and customs. Traditional authority is largely 
discounted. Passion for change and achievement’ is breaking away 
from the past, and turning to the challenging promises of the future. 
Men protest against the tyranny of dogma and mere officialism. 
Every movement that lays claim to present support must pass through 
the crucible of keen analysis and testing. Men think for themselves, 
but too often slip under the peril of innovation and reckless disre- 
gard for all authority and anchorage. ; 

Another characteristic of the age is the undue reliance upon the 
mechanical, as opposed to the spiritual. In this age of genius, its 
marvelous, varied products enrich civilization and perform splendid 
service; but something more is needed to lift individuals and society 
up to high ethical and moral ideals besides mechanics and cold busi- 
ness methods. What the American churches need is to seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness and then all other things 
shall be added. Life, God in Christ, is their fundamental need. _ 

The age is still under the grip of commercialism and individualism, 
put the church is opening its eyes to the incoming era of humani- 
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tarianism, which gives attention to the human side of modern life 
in the varied forms of humanitarian efforts. 

Chureh leaders will serve well their denomination in the study 
of these age characteristics, and so listen to the message which the 
Spirit is speaking to the churches, that American Protestantism shall 
prove to the world the superiority of the humanitarianism of Christ- 
ianity, and its adequacy for the tasks and problems of modern life. 

THE STATE OF THE CHURCH. 

It affords us great pleasure to report to you that peace and har- 
mony prevails throughout our borders. No factional spirit is found 
in our ranks. We are conspicuously free from religious heresy and 
ecclesiastical dissention. Should there be a minor note struck, now 
and then, and a few restless spirits here and there, these are excep- 
tions and possible signs of vitality and vigor, not always held within 
legitimate bounds. Never before in the history of our Church. has 
there been such an aggressive spirit and insistence upon larger and 
better things for the Kingdom. The richness of our Church life 
has expressed itself in a demand for higher education, ministerial 
efficiency, church expansion, church building, care for our youth 
and missionary aggressiveness at home and abroad. God’s trumpet 
eall to “Go forward” is heard and heeded by our modern Israel. It 
is gratifying to know that our Church still stands upon the founda- 
tions laid by our Church fathers, and is walking in the old paths 
made straight in the righteousness of God. Our ministers are ex- 
ceptionally loyal to the doctrinal fundamentals of our Church. 
Everywhere they hold to the Fatherhood of God and the diety of 
Christ and the Holy Spirit. Without insinuating equivocation or 
explanation, they accept the divine origin of the Church and-preach 
the supernaturalness of the gospel in its Divine inspiration and 
power to save to the uttermost all who believe in Christ. They have 
not departed from the teaching of the fathers, that vital union with 
Christ is essential to a Christian life. With us, genuine revivals 
have not gone out of date. The power of the Church is not in her 
numerical strength, or material resources, or organized machinery, 
but in its interior Christian life that underlies all material equip-- 
ment and gives passion and power to every plan and program it 
touches. The life of God incarnated in human personality is the 
supreme equipment of our Church, and the most winning content of 
the glorious Evangel we present to dying men. The greatest battle 
our preachers are waging to-day is a loyal resistance of the inflowing 
tide of “new theology,” from sources outside of the pale of the 
Church, which eliminates from its Evangel the doctrine of sin and 
human depravity and judgment to come. What this world needs is 
the witness of the Spirit, life in Jesus Christ, whose proof are men 
and women, twice born, under the creative power of the Holy Spirit. 
To these cardinal doctrines our ministers are loyal and faithful. 

We have enjoyed excellent success and prosperity in all depart- 
ments of our Church work. Material contributions for our local 


36 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST | 


churches and general benevolences have been the largest in our 
history, multitudes have been added to our Sunday school constit- 
uency, thousands have come into the communion of the Church. 
Organization, machinery, planning and money have marked the ac- 
tivities of the past four years. @ur membership has reached the, 
mark of over 303,000; adding those who have been received into our 
communion since the issue of our year book, we may reasonably 
eount the present membership to be 310,000. And yet with all this 
~ growth, hundreds in our churches are restless and dissatisfied. Their 
religious ideals droop, their experiences have deteriorated, the song 
of victory has fled from their hearts. They lack the witness of the 
Spirit which affords spiritual joy and power. Nothing but the 
Bread of Life can satisfy this hunger and supply the needs of our 
complex humanity. 


WORLDLY AMUSEMENTS. 


Since there is no arbitrary church law against worldly amuse- 
ments, it leaves us free to declare ourselves frankly and positively 
concerning their tendency and effect upon our Church life. Every 
Christian is a freedman under the law of Christian liberty. But - 
this liberty must be in harmony with the law of God and seripture 
ideals of personal influence and conduct. These ideals must be 
maintained by Church leaders in order to prevent laxity and devitali- 
zation. It may be laid down as a principle that whatever endangers 
the moral health and inflames the evil passions is wrong; moreover, 
that wherever a Christian can not take Christ with him he has no 
right to go. Granting that every follower of Christ is subject only 
to the test which a Bible conscience imposes, yet it is patent to all 
that the mad rush for sensuous pleasure, the craze for cheap amuse- 
ments, club life, exhibitions and sports, devitalize the Church and 
render such patrons unfit for the best Christian service and testi- 
mony. Places of amusement conducted for mercenary greed and 
profit are sapping the life of our Church membership and quenching 
the fires of religious zeal. Allowing for wholesome recreation and 
- harmless amusement, we strongly advise against all such diversions 
as can not be taken in the name of Christ, and institutions that 
pander to low moral ideals and tastes. 

We urge all our preachers and religious teachers to maintain 2 
firm stand against these questionable institutions, and to create 
sentiment against their patronage for the sake of the moral ideals 
of our precious youth and the spiritual life and example of our 
beloved Zion. 

ALTAR AND HOME. 

The present condition and perils of society demand that special 
emphasis be laid upon the sanctity of the home. It is a divine insti- 
tution, first established in paradise. It lies at the foundation of all 
human relationships, out of which are developed the institutions of 
the church, state and society. The home is the unit of these. It 
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is the guardian of childhood and the strength of the nation. Certain 
perils now threaten to undermine it, such as the absence of family 
religion, the breaking down of parental authority, the loss of the 
sanctity of the marriage relation. 

It is the duty of the Church to resist the influences of modern 
society that debase and disintegrate the family. She can not be 
silent concerning the alarming divorce evil. She must stand for 
the sacredness of the marriage vow, and never permit her ministers 
to officiate at any marriage either party of which has not been 
divorced on scriptural grounds. We believe that the decline of 
family religion is the prolific source of most of these evils, and that 
the call is for the re-establishment of the family altar on which 
the fires of devotion shall burn brightly and at whose shrine the 
family shall be under the cohesive sanctifying influence of instruc- 
tion in sacred things. For the sake of the Church and humanity, 
we hold up the red light of warning against the debasing influences 
that imperil the homes of the nation and urge this General Confer- 
ence to give forth such a deliverance as shall ring throughout our 
Church borders protecting the integrity and sanctity of the marriage 
vow so that we shall have a nation of homes in which God shall be 
honored, childhood and womanhood safeguarded. 


ITINERANOY. 


The value of our system of itinerancy has been approved by long 
experience: Jf there is in it any evidence of impotency, it is not 
in the system, but in its operation. Statistics show that more 
churches have long pastorates by this method ‘than by any other 
method of supply. Whatever unrest may have troubled our minis- 
ters in the past is now largely removed by the increase of city 
stations where they can touch the largest number of people, and 
the call for strong and efficient men to evangelize rural communities 
and rehabilitate decadent churches. 

Nothing is more devitalizing to the Church than a mercenary 
spirit. The laity will serve their local churches best by not per- 
mitting the work of soul winning to be placed upon the secular 
basis of compensation. Nothing is so offensive to the pastor than 
to be made to feel that he is a “hired” man. He is to be supported 
as their religious teacher by the loving, generous offerings of the 
people. They will see that this generous support is not only fair, 
but spiritually profitable to pastor and people. 

We have a ministry of increasing efficiency; the best the Church 
has ever had, and yet the goal of perfection has not been reached. 
This body will do much for the largest ministerial leadership and 
equipment by providing for Bible institutes to be held in connection 
with the Annual Conferences. 


SUPERINTENDENCY. 
It is well known that the character of our general superintendency 
is one of delegated authority and supervision, The unity of admin- 
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_ istration follows the official Tine of Bishops, presiding elders and 
_ pastors with clearly defined jurisdiction. This is the strength of 
our denominational operations. Any attempt to disrupt this plan 
would be disastrous to our Church polity. It is significant that 
denominations of a different system are advocating the necessity of 
placing their departmental work under some general superintendency, 
empowered with administrative authority, in order to meet present 
day conditions of Church administration and to keep the pendulum 
_ from swinging too far towards independency and non-connectional- 
ism. Evidently, whatever this honorable body shall do to make more 
efficient and servicable the whole system of supervision, will solve - 
~ an important problem. 

The death of Bishop Mills created a vacancy in the Board of 
Bishops. According to the action of the last General Conference, 
they were authorized by either of two methods to fili- any vacancy 
that might occur in that office: namely, to divide the work of the 
vacant district among themselves or by a letter-ballot method. The 
first method was followed. 

We earnestly recommend that in the matter of the filling of a 
vacancy in this office, it would be wise for this body to give definite 
instructions in all the details. It seems desirable in case of the 
second alternative in filling the vacancy, that this body should either 
authorize the calling of an extra session of the General Conference 
prescribing the exact method of proceeding, or in case of the “letter- 
ballot” method, indicate that a majority vote shall be necessary to 
an election, and also make provision for the filling of any vacancy 
among the former delegates that might occur by death or change 
of denominational relationship. Let this whole question be care- 
‘fully surveyed and acted upon at this Conference session, in harmony 
with the constitutional provisions and limitations. 


GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 
It is taken for granted that Church government rests upon a 
scriptural basis and is to be administered with Christian wisdom 
and temper. God operates through the functions of his visible 
- Church, as imperfect as it may seem. Certain rules, laws and forms 
are voluntarily entered into by its constituency.. These forms and 
regulations are to be respected and obeyed until such times as they 
are, by authoritative methods, modified or changed. Laxity in this 
regard tends to break down orderliness and uniformity. In a pro- 
gressive body full of vitality, such as ours, it is to be expected that 
during the quadrennium period new conditions and exegencies will 
arise which require additional legislation and adjustment to meet 
these new conditions. In the matter of legislation it may be wise to 
work toward the minimum rather than the maximum of legislation. 
‘For legislation may not always mean progress. Nor progress lie in 
the undermining of fundamentals. A deeper need may be that of 
adjustment and the codrdination of different departments so as to 
avoid duplication, friction and waste. 
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Attention should be given to the consideration of a just and equit- 
able basis of annual conference representation in this body. In order 
to reach what shall be fair to all concerned in this matter, it will 
require much thought and experimental knowledge of the situation 
throughout the Church. 


. CHURCH FEDERATION. 

In obedience to your action four years ago, our denomination was 
brought into permanent relation with the Federal Council of the 
Churches of America, since which time we have had proportionate 
representation in its councils. The recent convention held in Chicago 
in December, 1912, broadened the scope of its purpose and made 
more practical its operations. We heartily endorse its aim to bring 
the Christian bodies of America into united service for Christ and 
to advance the civic, social, moral and religious improvement of 
the people. We recommend the continuance of this relation and 
that provision be made for our proportion of its material support. 


OHURCH UNION. 

In February, 1911, our Church, through its Board of Bishops, 
expressed a fraternal spirit to the Commissioners of the Evangelical 
Association and the United Evangelical Church in joint session in 
Chicago, Illinois, concerning the organic union of the three bodies. 

Although an excellent fraternal spirit was manifested by all, the 
other two bédies having already entered into negotiations for union, 
decided to continue such negotiations, thus for the present eliminat- 
ing our proposition for organic union to a future time. 

The last General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church 
at Baltimore, Md., appointed a Commission on Church Union, instrue- 
ing it to open negotiations with our Church in a direct proposition 
to enter into organic union with our Church at the earliest date 

- practical. 

Accordingly our Church Union Commission met in July, 1912, at 
Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, and unanimously decided to meet in joint 
session with the Methodist Protestant Church Commission, three 
of which have been held in Columbus, Ohio. Both the Commissions 
came together with evident genuineness and desire to consummate 
the purpose of their mission. On April 28, 1913, a basis of union 
was agreed upon and adopted for the purpose of submitting it to the 
General Bodies of the denominations for consideration, with a view 
to final adoption. At the suitable time during this Conference such 
report will ‘be submitted. May the Holy Spirit guide us all in 
seeking to do God’s will in a matter of such grave importance. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 

The relation of higher Christian education to our denominational 
thought and life is receiving increasing emphasis by our people. 
It is the secret of our permanent growth and enlargement. Our 
denominational colleges are a necessity. They are essential to 
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leadership and denominational prestige and power. Our colleges 


have rendered an. invaluable service to the Church. The ambition 
to keep them abreast with the educational spirit of the times and 
to the required standardization of college curriculum has pushed 
them beyond their available resources. The present call is for 
princely contributions from moneyed men for the support of our 
educational institutions; for strong colleges, wisely distributed over 
our Church territory so as to reach the largest number of our youth 
with educational advantages and to become both centers of educational 
light and Christian power and influence. To meet the demands of 
the hour for our educational needs, we recommend that this General 
Conference provide for and create a General Board of Education 
composed of representative persons from clearly defined districts 
over the Church, who shall be charged with the educational welfare 
of our denomination, and clothed with authority and power to secure - 
the unification and codrdination of our educational interests, includ- 
ing provisions for a plan of campaign looking to the adequate finan- 
ging of our colleges and theological seminary. This lays before you 
one of the most important problems of our Church. 


OUR THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Bonebrake Theological Seminary is steadily growing in the esti- 
mation of our people. Its increased student attendance, enlarged 


curriculum and evangelistic tone are most praiseworthy. The rela- 


tion of the Seminary to the Church in meeting the present educational 
ideal of the ministry- is vital and fundamental. The Seminary is 
the special school for the preparation of our brightest young men 
and women for the future leaders of the denomination. In this 
respect our theological school is the crown of our educational system. 
The curricula of the Seminary has been broadened to include mis- 


-sionary and deaconess courses. Besides, instruction is given in 


general missionary study, comparative religion, and sociology. The 
chair of pedagogy and education has been renamed the “Chair of 
Sunday-School Science” in honor of the venerable Robert Cowden, 


- Lit.D., the distinguished nestor of our Sunday school work. In or- 


der that this school shall perform the largest possible service to the 
Church, its material enlargement and increased equipment are de- 
sirable and necessary. 

A splendid site for new buildings has been secured by order of 
the Board of Trustees and paid for. The present need is a large sum 
of money for new buildings and increased productive endowment. The 
call of the hour is for wise planning for larger things and for a fair 
percentage of young men and women of strong personality and 
power of leadership to avail themselves of the advantages of this 
school of prophets. 

We suggest and recommend that a day be set apart by this Con- 
ference or by the Educational Board, under its authorization, to be 
known as Seminary Day. The aim should not be to present the 
financial interests of the institution, but rather to discuss the great 
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question of the Christian ministry in its relation to the Church 
and the importance of the Seminary in preparing men for this high 
and holy calling. 


GENERAL FINANCIAL PLAN. 

The. time is ripe for united forward movement under a definite 
plan for the better support of our local churches and general benevo- 
lences. The call of God for the nations. in darkness, and for the 
growing needs of our home work, is for more regular and generous 
contributions from our home constituency. God has rolled immense 
wealth into the lap of the membership of our Church which should 
be generously released. We present for your consideration the 
desirability of adopting such general financial plan for the whole 
Church as shall provide for the adjustment of a general budget for 
all our permanent societies in order that the various causes may be 
presented on their respective merits with equal freedom and fairness 
by pastors and general officers who may, without extra expense, edu- 
eate the Church to such plan of efficiency. The large contributions 
for all purposes during the quadrennium is a guarantee of what is 
possible under a unified, comprehensive, workable system for the 
denomination. 


CHURCH AND SOCIAL SERVICE. 


The attitude of the Church toward the industrial classes is a _ 
serious present day problem. The disquieting spirit of the working 
elements is leading them away from the Church communion and her 
activities. The Church dare not ignore this situation if she would 
retain her hold on the masses and win them to her altars and to cor- 
dial codperation. Attention must be given to certain economic phases 
and better social conditions for the wage earner, in the defense and 
maintenance of their common rights and privileges. Both the Church 
and community need to exercise the spirit of reciprocity. Construc- 
tive methods and ideals are required to solve the problem of the 
relation of the Church to modern industry. We are in accord with 
the recent deliverance of the Federal Council of the American 
Churches on church and social service touching the moral and 
spiritual leadership of the Church in favoring the principle of equal 
rights and complete justice to all; one day of rest in seven; a fair 
living minimum wage; the protection of child welfare in the aboli- 
tion of child labor; reforms covering the suppression of vile shows, 
unclean literature, the white plague, and the abolition of the liquor 
traffic, and other poisonous drugs. 

Let the campaign of toning the-social conscience go on “until 
every home in our land, to the last poor stranger that comes within 
our gates, becomes the abode of happiness and health; until the rush- 
ing wheels of industry no longer drown the moans, while they blight 
the lives of little children as dear to God as your children are and 
ours; until womanhood in the home shall be a happy wifehood and 
a sweet motherhood, that shall bear its own natural and sufficient 
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burdens without the sad countenance of hunger of body and of soul, 
or, if in toil, shall have the safeguards of virtue and of health; until 
manhood in labor that does not diminish self-respect, and: with 
opportunity to cultivate the finer graces of our human life, shall be 
the answer. to our prayer: ‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, as 
in heaven, so on earth!” 


SUNDAY OBSERVANCE. 

We stand for the divine sanctity of the Lord’s Day and codperate 
with all organizations and agencies looking to its better observance. 
Statistics show that Sunday sports tend to blight moral life, and 
that Sabbath disobedience causes nine-tenths of the criminality of 
the country. We earnestly recommend that this body express its 
unqualified disapproval of the secular use of the Christian Sabbath 
in the interest of our American republic and Protestant Christianity. 


OUR SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK. 

The religious training and spiritual culture of our youth is of 
supreme importance. Protestant churches must look chiefly to the 
conversion and training of the children for their perpetuation, growth 
and future welfare. Parents, pastors and teachers hold in their hands 
the key that opens the gate of childhood into the kingdom of Heaven. 
The children are the hope of the Church and the nation. The 
Church that has a vision of the possibilities of the hosts of young 
people in our Sunday schools, young people’s organizations, and 
Christian colleges, as coming factors and leaders in its communion, 
will occupy the front rank in the onward march of the kingdom of 
God on earth. 

The Church must insist that the youth of this nation shall receive 
religious instruction in the work of God. Why should our children 
be educated in the atmosphere of a Godless school, since the Bible 
is the sheet-anchor of our republic? Away with the aggressive dic- 
tation of any ecclesiastical monarchy which asserts that the state 
has nothing to do with religious education; [Great applause.] that 
the Bible is a sectarian book and-that its use in our public schools 
violates the rights of individual conscience. This attitude is not 
only defenseless, but arrogant. Let us safeguard the childhood of the 
nation by insisting upon an open Bible, and such moral instruction 
from it as shall build up strong Christian citizenship. 

In the meanwhile, let the Church feel her sacred obligation to 
eare for her children by gathering her thousands into the Sunday 
schools, under the best possible teacher training and religious im- 
pression. 

It is a pleasure to record that this department of the Church has 
made great progress during the past four years, and stands in the 
front rank of Sunday school ideals, literature and enterprising 
methods. The enrollment of nearly 400,000 exceeds the Church 
membership by thirty-one per cent. This presents a vast field for 
missionary and evangelistic effort. Its normal work still stands 
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unsurpassed, and its Bible classes, numbering 3,040, are larger and 
more numerous than ever before. ; 

The International and State Sunday School Associations are doing 
a marvelous work for the youth of this nation and the churches. 
We most heartily endorse this work and appreciate highly the fact 
that our Church is honored in its representation in the person of 
our distinguished associate Bishop William M. Bell, D.D. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK. 

We are pleased with the substantial progress of this department 
of Christian endeavor. It is faithful to the object for which it was 
first organized. The thousands in the local churches, under its 
training and influence, have been tied to the activities of the Church 
and made strong in leadership. The branch unions constitute im- 
portant factors in carrying out the purposes of the general society. 
The feature of institute work introduced into the branch conventions 
has resulted in much practical helpfuliess to the young people. The 
keynote of efficiency emphasized in the campaign throughout the 
Church is perhaps the most popular and helpful feature of the 
society’s operations. The vast possibilities of this movement in 
enlisting our young people in service for Christ and the Church are 
yet to be fully realized. 

BROTHERHOODS. 


The organizing of brotherhoods in the.Church has been pushed 
with much interest, considering the confusion existing concerning 
the definition of its relation to the other two departments under the: 
Board of Control. The enlistment of men and boys for the Church 
and Kingdom is a movement fraught with marvelous possibilities 
for good. It is clear that needed reforms can not be effected, America 
redeemed from her perils and vices, and the whole wide world 
evangelized without the aid of their administrative leadership and 
resourcefulness. An organization that ties men and boys to the 
Chureh, not to overlap and duplicate existing agencies, but to make 
them more effective by inspiring intelligent interest is desirable. 
Any constructive plan that -will recognize their needs and talents, 
and provide for the exercise of masculine Christianity is worthy of 
the practical attention of this Conference. 

FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


The hour has struck twelve for the Church of Jesus Christ to 
evangelize the whole world. During the quadrennium that is past 
the most remarkable transformations in nations in the world’s his- 
tory have taken place. The few Christian missionaries during the 
century have literally revolutionized one-fourth of the world in the 


___——-wthhese ampire and the whole race has turned its face to the future 


with an outXok that should challenge every follower of Christ to a 
new heroism, dlevotion and hope. 

Our own denofigination has been awake to the situation. Remark- 
able progress has been made in all our fields abroad and we have 
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in our missionaries and native leaders a type of workers excelled by 
no other church in the world. The principles of evangelism and 
self-support have received the most careful consideration. As a 
Church we are exerting in our foreign fields a power far beyond our 
-numerical and financial strength in unifying and intensifying the 
entire foreign missionary work with which we are associated. 

Representatives have visited five foreign fields during the quad- 
rennium, Rey. S. S. Hough, D.D., our Foreign Missionary Secretary, 
in October, 1911, visited Japan, China, and the Philippines.’ In 
October, 1912, he also visited Africa. Porto Rico was visited by 
Bishop G. M. Mathews, accompanied by his wife and Mr. and Mrs. 
S. C. Caldwell. These representatives formulated, after wide counsel 
with all the Christian forces, a program of advance for our denomi- 

nation that should be the greatest possible incentive to the home 
Church to march forward and carry it into effect. 

This call from abroad has been set forth in the little book, “The 
Call of China and the Islands,” sixteen thousand copies of which 
have been purchased by our people within the last few months. 

To meet the needs abroad for the coming quadrennium, our Church 
must increase its gifts to foreign missions at least fifty per cent. for 
the current work, making the annual income $150,000. Also a cam- 
-paign for the next four years for funds to erect schools, churches and 
hospitals, amounting to an additional sum of $160,000, is heartily 
endorsed and urged. <A good start has been made for this equipment 
fund. Let us trust God and supply this need speedily and follow 
our gifts with such fervent intercession for the workers and the 
work as shall bring Heaven’s blessings upon us with increasing 
power, and gladden the hearts of our faithful toilers abroad, who 
for Christ’s sake are laying down their very lives for this cause. 

Besides the call from the promising Islands of Japan, Philippines 
and Porto Rico, and the dark continent of Africa, for speedy evangeli- 
zation, providence has prepared the way for a new China, the legiti- 
mate fruit of Christian missions. Wonderful miracle of the ages, 
a new democracy and a new republic, with heterogeneous elements. 
perils and opportunities. Never before has the church of God faced 
such a call as now comes from this new republic, whose permanent 
salvation and perpetuation rests in quickly getting the Evangel to 
her unevangelized millions. 

HOME MISSIONS. 


Never before in the history of our denomination has the work of 
Home Missions assumed such gigantic proportions. Never has it 
eonfronted such tremendous tasks. This grows out of the complex 
conditions of our, modern American life. The influx of foreign 
population to our shores, at the rate of over one million a year, 
the preoccupation of new communities with unevangelized elements ; 
infidelity, godlessnees, profanity, Sabbath. desecration, commercial- 
ism, the curse of the American saloon with its kindred allies and 
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vices, present a problem that challenges the attention of both 
churchmen and statesmen, and appeals to every patriotic heart. 

The work of the home field includes country regions and cities 
with a heterogeneous population of all races, nationalities, languages, 
and customs. Not only the redemption of our great cities with 
their plague spots of iniquity and crime, but the rural districts 
which in many cases have become the sources of peril, need atten- 
tion. The testing battle of Christianity must be fought in these 
great centers. The country church must also be rehabilitated, awak- 
ened and evangelized so that our rich rural communities shall more 
largely get under the great objectives of the Church. The task 
before the home Church is tremendous. It now faces a crisis. What 
shall become of America, part pagan, and under the inundating 
flood of worldliness and practically atheism? Nothing but the power 
of God and the old time principles of our common Christianity can 
save this Republic. If we do not save America, strengthen and 
enrich the home Church, we shall neither save ourselves nor dis- 
charge our obligations to the heathen world. 

The demand for the support of Home Missions is so imperative 
and increasing that an average of fifty .cents a member should come 
from the Church annually. 

Besides material contributions, there is another danger which 
should be watched with a jealous eye. Since the religious and 
political life of the nation is threatened by the encroachment and 
domination of the Roman hierarchy, which seeks unceasingly and in 
the most insidious ways, to overthrow our free school system, the 
use of the Bible in the public school, and in every other way possible, 
to make America subservient to the Pope, we urge our people every- 
where, together with all loyal citizens of this country, to courage- 
ously maintain those principles and liberties for which the fathers 
gave their lives and for which Protestantism stands. [Great applause. ] 

The higher patriotism demands that Washington, and not Rome, 
shall be recognized as our seat of government, and merits the un- 
stinted devotion of every lover of the old flag. [Great applause.] 


OUR WOMEN’S WORK. 


The leadership and achievements of the women of our Church 
deserve special commendation. They have shown talent, culture and 
fidelity. We reiterate the suggestion that our women be given 
recognition on our Church boards and in our Church offices. The 
deaconess work has a peculiar place in the ministry of the Church 
and should be held to the holy task of ministering to the poor, 
suffering and homeless, who need sisterly sympathy and help. We 
have scarcely begun to measure the possibilities of the deaconess 
work in our denomination. 

The Woman’s Missionary Association, financially and influentially 
has had the best quadrennium in its history. Four years ago it 
entered into the plan of the General Conference of codperation with 
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the Foreign and Home Missionary Boards. This plan of codperation 
has proven quite satisfactory. It has served to broaden their vision 


- and interest by giving them a definite part in the work of all mis- 


sionary fields and a sense of responsibility for their share in all 
our missionary operations. Their membership has increased thirty- 
three per cent. and their Young People’s Department more than 
doubled. Their entire support of the deaconess and colored work is 
highly commendable. 

Our women have also been contributing definitely to the work of 
Africa, China, Japan, Porto Rico, and the Philippines, and in the 
home field have been centering a large part of their interest in 


North Texas and Oregon conferences, Stockton, California, and 


Walla Walla. 

All hail to our noble sisters who are doing a splendid service for 
the Church and the Master, both in home and foreign lands! [Ap- 
plause.] 


CHURCH ERECTION. 


This department of our denomination stands second to none in 
importance and achievement. Its value in giving permanence to 
our local churches and in its relation to all other Church activities 
is appreciated more and more. The value of our Church property 
has reached the sum of twelve million dollars. The $700,000, which 
the society has invested in 620 churches, has multiplied their value 
five-fold to $3,500,000. So vital is the relation of this department 
to home missions in the planting of new struggling churches in 
promising territory that a gift fund seems desirable, aside from the 
usual rotary fund which has been in operation since its origin. 
While the fact that the expanding life of the Church has created 
a demand for church building beyond the resources of the society is 
gratifying, yet this demand appeals for larger. contribution to this 
fund so that new societies may have commodious chureh homes 
from which blessings shall radiate to the whole denomination. 


PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 


The Church rightly appreciates the growth and influence of our 
publishing interests. Its relation to the various departments of the 
denomination is fundamental and vital. Every interest and enter- 
prise of the Church roots into it as the center from which they 
gather impetus and reénforcement. It is therefore peculiarly the 
common property and pride of the whole Church. It kas closed a 
most prosperous quadrennium. The influence of its pe odieal and 
book literature upon the thought-life of the denominati@h is meas- 
ureless. eit is a pleasure to record the high auality and character 
of all oMnricdicnts and the recognized efficiency of* the editorial 
force. Sis eratifving that the fourteen story office building has 
send itself to be a paying investment. That, with the 
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Fourth ef building, makes the total assets above $544,000. This 
great Publisi¥ng House plant exerts a powerful molding and direct- 
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ing influence upon the life and activities of our entire denominatior, 
Tt requires careful and able supervision on the part of the-Agent and 
Board of Trustees, as well as loyal generous support from the pastors 
and the péople. By the authority of the General Conference every 
itinerant minister becomes an accredited agent for its publishing 
interests. The Church helps itself by yielding large support to the 
Publishing House. Without it every department of Church work 
would languish. 

The recent devastating flood that swept through Dayton caused 
immense damage to the plant, putting a heavy load upon our worthy 
Publishing Agent and seriously burdening the House. If the flood 
catastrophe had not fallen it, great gain in the net assets of the 
House would have been reported. : 

We recommend that the entire Church rally to its support in this 
emergency with a response that shall repair this unlooked for loss 
with becoming despatch and generosity. 


ORPHANAGES AND HOMES. 


The spirit of Christ should be the spirit of the Church. This 
spirit is one of benevolence and helpfulness. It impels the Church 
to lead in a humanitarian effort to provide for the dependent and 
the homeless. This spirit is practically expressed in our own Church. 


Old People’s Home. 


The Old People’s Home, at Mechanicsburg, Pa., is the gift of 
Rey. Z. A. Colestock and wife. It is a worthy benefaction from two 
honored servants of God. This provision for worn out ministers 
and their wives was evidently inspired of God. This worthy cause 
ealls for benefactions from many others in the Church, whom God 
has blessed with material resources. 


Quincy Orphanage and Home. 

This property with its buildings contains 363 acres of land in 
Quincy, Franklin County, Pa. It was given by Rev. H. J. Kitzmiller 
for an Orphan’s Home. It has a fine administration building and other 
houses and improvements which have been added during this quad- 
rennium. This institution was chartered by the Pennsylvania Con- 
ference, and all the conferences of the East District now co- 
operate with it and yield it generous support. It has fine manage- 
ment, under whose direction it is having excellent prosperity and 
doing a great and blessed work for the homeless children over the 
Chureh. Its Christ-like werk is appealing and should eceive the 
generous financial support of our people. The last General Con- 
ference made it a general Church institution, the first of its kind 
in the history of the denomination. It is magnificently lovated and 
continuously growing in favor. We urge earnestly our people to 
rally to the support of these worthy institutions. 
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The Colonel Baker Home for Rane cahmiated Ministers. 


About midway in the quadrennium Ool. R. M. Baker, of Monrovia, 
California, made known to the Bishop of the Pacific District his 
generous purpose to establish a home for superannuated and needy 
ministers. A board of. directors was constituted and articles of 
incorporation under the laws of the State of California were secured. 
Twenty acres of land at Otterbein, California, were purchased, of 
of which Colonel Baker paid for fifteen acres and Mr. William R. 
Rowland donated the other five acres. Colonel Baker furnished the 
money for the erection of four bungalows and the same have been 
erected and are now occupied by worthy ministers of the Church 
with their families, who were found in need of such aid. A scheme 
of buildings has been approved which calls for the erection of twenty- 
two bungalows. Rental or income property in the city of Logs An- 
geles, California, has been deeded by Colonel Baker to the directors 
of the Home and the income which is now several hundred dollars 
per month will, on his decease, or at his earlier option, be turned 
over to the Home for building and maintenance purposes. The sub- 
stantial provision made for the Home is a guaranty that it is des- 
tined to fulfill a high mission in the relief of the worthy poor and 
dependent. In this worthy benefaction Mrs. Baker has been and 
now is in fullest sympathy. We heartily commend this growing 
institution to the favor of other charitably disposed people for addi- 
tional gifts and express our highest appreciation to Colonel and Mrs. 
Baker for this noble philanthropy from their hands. 


United Brethren Orphanage and Home. 


Unexpectedly, the opportunity came to our Church to acquire the 
great Shaker estate in Warren County, Ohio. This consists of 4,005 
acres of as good ground as there is in Ohio, located in one body, situ- 
ated twenty-four miles south of Dayton and four miles west of Leba- 
non. This estate contains five great dormitories, three of them brick, 
substantially built, and admirably adapted to orphanage and home 
purposes. These lands and buildings are offered to us at. a nominal 
figure, whose real value is much above the purchase price, thus put- 
ting into the hands of the Church equipment and real estate endow- 
ment for the greatest institution of its kind in the United States. 
The suecess of the homes at Mechanicsburg and Quincy, Pennsyl- 
vania, is an evidence of what this can be made, and of the favor 
in which it will be held. The response to the call for $50,000 to 
meet the first payment on March 1, was remarkable, larger in a 
financial way than any preceding reply to any general department 
of the denomination in an equal period. The original call included 
also $25,000 for equipment, with the statement that the entire 
$75,000 would put the Home on its feet, and that the deferred pay- 
ment of $100,000 of March 1, 1918, and $175,000 on March 1, 1928, 
could “be taken care of with little difficulty through bequests, an- 
nuities, and straight gifts. We trust and pray that men and women 
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will see their opportunity to magnify the religion of Jesus Christ 
by contributions to this interest. The deeds for the Shaker estate 
were received on March 5. The corporation, not for profit, chartered 
by the State of Ohio, lays this property at the feet of the General 
Conference, giving the General Conference the right to receive, 
promote, and conduct the Orphange and Home with all the freedom 
of government which it exercises with regard to the organized and 
chartered departments of the Church. A constitution was prepared 
by the Board of Trustees which seems to them best fitted to meet 
the problems of the Home; this General Conference can make any 
changes which it deems best. The charter, granted by the State of 
Ohio after careful personal investigation, is the most liberal ever 
given to a charitable institution within its borders, and doubtless 
within the limits of any other State. 

May wisdom and grace from above be as abundant in the manage- 
ment of this estate, and in the care extended to God’s worthy ones. 

We recommend that all these above named institutions not only 
be recognized as general institutions of the Church, but also that 


they be placed under a management satisfactory to all sections of 
the Church, 


THE CURSE OF CURSES. 


. We reiterate, with increased emphasis, our relentless opposition to 
the liquor traffic. We hold that it can not be legalized without sin. 
Its only argument is an appeal to greed and appetite. It is in col- 
lusion with the white slave traffic and other forms of evil. Its fruits 
are cruelty, debauchery, conspiracy and murder. It is the wholesale 
despoiler of the race, and is “intoxicated with the blood of the multi- 
plied thousands it has slain.” As a rising flood it sweeps away life, 
property and fortune. Jt is in a death struggle for mastery in 
politics, government and society. The Church of God dare not yield 
an iota to its murderous march against humanity. It has no rightful 
place in our modern civilization. It is doomed. The forces that 
oppose this gigantic evil are in accord as never before. The saloon 
must be driven out of business. More than half the counties, nine 
entire States, containing forty-six million people, embracing two- 
thirds of the territorial area of the country, have outlawed the 
saloon. [Applause.] This traffic has been driven from the army and 
navy, from the immigrant stations and the national capital. The 
Webb-Kenyon Bill has been passed over President Taft’s veto, [Ap- 
plause.] and‘ thank God, President Wilson and Secretary of State 
Bryan have put liquor on the “blacklist” and tabooed it from all 
State functions. [Applause.] God is marching on! In the name 
of God, the Church, and humanity, let the next final step be a nation- 
wide movement to outlaw this traffic in a holy crusade for a saloonless 
nation and liberated humanity under a constitutional amendment of 
national prohibition. [Applause.] 
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EVANGELISM. 

The trumpet call for evangelism is loud and insistent. The tre- 
mendous problems that confront us can not be solved without the 
rekindling of evangelistic fires now burning too low upon many of 
our church altars. Underlying the need of organization, new methods 
and more money is the vital need of an evangelistic impulse and 
passion. The redemption of our cities and the awakening and 
evangelizing of country communities call for more than human 
effort. The remedy is not to be found in human substitutes. Legis- 
lature, vice commissions, education and laws do good, but they will 
not save America. There must be a passion for lost humanity. A 
revival in churches, Sunday schools, brotherhoods and other organi- 
zations would arouse missionary zeal, revive prayer meetings, rebuild 
family altars and gird the Church with unusual spiritual power. 
We recommend first that. a general commission be appointed by this 
‘Conference to have charge of an evangelistic movement throughout 
the entire denomination. That emphasis be given to the importance 
of pastoral evangelism. No outside evangelism can take the place 
of the pastor in the work of soul winning. Dr. Lyman Beecher, the 
great spiritual giant, once exclaimed, “To save souls—that is great!” 
Immeasurably great! 

May God help us to gird on the armour, put to our lips the gospel 
trumpet, preach against sin and unrighteousness and cast back into 
the teeth of the foes of the..Church the insinuation that the Church 
is decadent and prove that the Church of God has not lost her power, 
but rather is a God endorsed, missionary, evangelistic agency to 
win, to win this world to righteousness and God. 


OUR CHURCH CREDENTIALS. 


And now, brethren in the Lord, we hail this hour of fellowship and 
counsel. We bear to you who have come from all lands and fields 
our Christian salutation and thanksgiving to God for your presence 
as ministers and laymen. We come to you with a final, significant 
inquiry. What are the credentials of our Ohurch? Have we a 
scriptural basis for continued existence? Have we a rightful place 
in the historic Church of Christ? What is the character and ground 
of our charter? We anticipate your response. We cling to the Bible 
as the inerrant, inspired, authoritative word of God—the divine 
charter of our principles and prerogatives. We do not march under 
false standards, or preach a strange Evangel. Our pulpits proclaim 
the diety of Jesus Christ, the fullness and witness of the Holy 
Spirit, certifying to spiritual childship, and inflaming believers with 
a passion for souls. We hear the call of God to battle and aggres- 
sion. We face all spiritual foes and hold aloft our banner on which 
are inscribed the cardinal principles that have inspired all our moral 
victories. ‘The cross is our insignia of power and triumph. We are 
proud of our founder. We boast of our history and achievements. 
We honor our ministry and laity. But we do not depend for present 
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achievements on our splendid past. We catch the vision of the 
present and strike for the golden future that lies before us. We 
believe that a new day with marvelous opening doors is dawning 
upon us in the home and foreign fields. We lay upon the brow of 
our Zion the garland of a covenant promise to make to-morrow bright 
with the glorious conquests of triumphant spiritual Christianity. 

Inspired with the consciousness that we stand for all that our 
sainted pioneers stood for in church and state, against every foe 
of our Christian civilization, we trust not in horses or chariots, but 
in the name of our Most. High God. 

And now, brethren, grasping the same unconquerable flag that 
Otterbein, Boehm and Newcomer flung to the breezes, a century ago, 
and holding it aloft in this generation of throbbing modern life and 
problems, shall we not go forth under its folds, fighting hard, win- 
ning battles for godliness, righteousness and good government. 

Oh! ye saints of God! Oh! ye servants of the King! Called from 
the East, West, North and South, from Africa, China, Japan, the 
Philippines and Porto Rico, to a great Conference and a great mis- 
sion, behold a golden future, gird yourselves for a great conflict, 
keep step with the music of the hosts of God that are going his way 
and doing his bidding, knowing that we belong to an army whose 
credentials are approved of Heaven and proclaim an Evangel that is 
God’s voice and victory for the final spiritual conquest of the world! 

“Now, the God of peace, who brought from the dead the great 
Shepherd of the sheep with the blood of an eternal covenant; even 
our Lord Jesus, make you perfect in every good thing to do his 
will, working in us that which is well pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus. Christ; to whom be the glory, forever and ever, Amen.” 

N. Castie (Emeritus). W. M. Bett. 
G. M. MatHews. T. C. Carter. 
W. M. WEEKLEY. 


BisHor Castie, the President. I must indeed say that you have 
paid a fine compliment to this message, that has been borne to you, 
by your patience and by your attentive and enthusiastic listening. 
You have given fine attention to this, and I am sure it has been 
inspiring to you. Now the question is, as it has been read to you, 
what will you do with it? I presume it needs no formal action, but 
by common consent it may be referred to the respective committees, 
for just such use as they may desire to make of it. 

Docror Funk. Mr. President, I move you the adoption of this 
report, and that it be referred to the respective committees. 

Seconded. 

THe Presipent. It has been moved and seconded that it be adopted 
and referred to the appropriate committees. 
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Dr. I. H. Atsrienr, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Presi- 
dent, just a few words concerning Otterbein and Boehm, and the 
appointment of a committee to erect a suitable monument to Otter- 
bein in the city of Baltimore, where he is buried. I think that it is 
right and proper that some committee should consider the propriety 
and wisdom of planning for a suitable monument over the grave of 
Boehin, who was the coworker with Otterbein, and who worked to- 
gether in the planning and organization of this Church. I make 
such a motion. 

‘Tue Presipentr. J think possibly calling attention to this will be 
sufficient, will it not? 

Doctor AusricHt. Whatever is sufficient. 

Tue Presipent. The committee that handles this will be advised, 
and will take it under advisement. The committee will do a very 
wise and prudent thing in this respect. 

THe Presipent. There is a motion before us now to adopt this 
Quadrennial Address. [Calls for the question. ] 

Tue Presipenr. All favoring the adoption of this, signify it by 
uplifted hand; opposed, like sign. The motion prevails. 

BisHor Maruews. I would like to call attention of the chair to 
the report of the committees. Would not you like to have these com- 
mittees announced, and also announce the meetings? . Bishop Bell, 
our secretary, Mr. President, can read the committees. Are you all 
agreed to this? [Voices of Agreed.. Agreed.] z 

Bishop Bell then read the list of committees, as follows: 


GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEES. 


1. Bouwndaries—EK. R. Baber, Chairman; P. O. Bonebrake, C. E. 
Fothergill, J. W. Lake, F. N. Munch, J. L. Brandenburg, E.- H. 
Smith, R. Barr, G. Miller, S. Wertz, D. R. Seneff, M. O. McLaughlin, 
Wels: Childress, @e-P: Hopkins, M. F. Dawson, C. A. Schlotterbeck, 
H. Deal, M. R. Ballinger. 

ON Bible Cause.—P. W. Drury, Chairman; J. A. Blickenstaff, W. F. 
Herman, A. B. Bechtoldt, A. T. Howard. 

3. Credentials —J. EK. Grimes, Chairman; C. W. Kurtz, M. O. 
McLaughlin, A. E. Roose, S. F. Engle, E. Sawdy, E. W. Myers, J. L. 
Samples, B. W. Bonebrake. 

4. Ohurch Erection—G. E. McDonald, Chairman; F. G. Rada- 
baugh, M. B. Spayd, J. A. Hawkins, W. C. Bradshaw, C. E. Biglow, 
E. Schaefer, E. E. Richards, E. J. Lesher. 

5. Christian Stewardship—R. J. White, Chairman; D. W. Cun- 
ningham, J. A. Groves, Mrs. B. J. Clark, C. OC. Rose, A. Anderson, 
U. M. Roby. 
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6. Church Membership—J. T. Foster, Chairman; V. W. Overton, 
W. L. Duncan, C. W. Kurtz, ©. A. Schlotterbeck, W. M. Hodges, 
L. T. Howard. * 

". Church Union.—T. W. Perks, Chairman; G. Geiger, Mrs. 
W. L. Childress, A. A. Moore, V. W. Overton, R. H. Bennett, J. M. 
Knight, D. D. Lowery, J. W. Lake, W. F. Herman. 

8. Correlation of Reports——W. E. Snyder, Chairman; J. P. 
Landis, W. O. Fries, J. P. West, O. T. Deever. 

9. Correspondence—J. A. Lyter, Chairman; A. <A: Maysilles, 
Mrs. McDonald, W. S. Richards, L. L. Epley. 

10. Courses of Study—H. H. Fout, Chairman; J. H. Harris, 
I. H. Albright, W. H. Spangler, E. L. Shuey. 

11. Churches and Parsonages.—J. H. Patterson, Chairman; B. H. 
Gruver, S. L. Todd, L. A. Rider, L. S. Woodruff, J. S. Fulton, A. P. 
Caldwell. 

12. Deaconess Work.—A. S. Hammack, Chairman; J. B. Connett, 
W. M. Smith, Mrs. C. Wolford, F. J. S. Robinson. 

138. Devotion—V. W. Overton, Chairman; S. E. Long, E. H. 
Shuey. 

14. Hducation.—G. D. Gossard, Chairman; E. L. Shuey, H. H. 
Baish, W. H. Smith, CO. M. Brooke, J. E. Fout, Miss Ida M. Koontz, 
J. R. King, A. 8S. Hammack. 

15. Hvangelism—A. E. Wright, Chairman; J. EK. Wilson, C. OC. 
Allton, J. E. Tandy, J. E. Shannon, J. A. Groves, S. M. Snyder, 
M. Nichols, Mrs. C. Wolford, Miss Grace Whitney, Mrs. M. J. 
Grissell. 

16. Hapenses of Delegates——S. W. Lott, Chairman; Charles J. 
Hall, F. Luckhart, L. D. Neher, M. Edmonds. 

17. Federation of Churches—J. S. Fulton, Chairman; G. W. 
White, M. R. Ballinger, I. J. Good, J. A. Hawkins, J. W. Lake 
J. L. Grimm. 

18. Formulas.—G. EK. Bertch, Chairman; J. T. Hott, J. W. Martin, 
C. M. Brooke, S. E. Taylor, I. J. Good. 

19. Foreign Missions.—W. R. Funk, Chairman; G. A. Lambert, 
J. A. Lyter, U. M. Roby, G. R. Brown, W. E. Snyder, P. Allen, 
A. M. Lesher, W. A. Knapp, P. W. Drury, A. T. Howard, M. B 
Mohn, F. Oldt, John R. King, B. F. Shively. 

20. Family.—J. M. Knight, Chairman; 8. E. Taylor, D. L. Doub, 
S. M. Love, Mrs. J. Rinehart, Mrs. S. 8. Hull, F. Smith, B. Lee, 
J. I. L. Ressler. 

21. Government of the Church.—C. J. Kephart, Chairman; J. I. L. 
Ressler, G. E. Bennett, C. A. Sickafoose, D. M. Allen, W. T. Edmond- 
son, W. O. Jones, D. R. Seneff, J. W. Lilly. 

22. Home Missions—W. H. Washinger, Chairman; E. W. Curtis, 
W. O. Zeigler, S. W. Paul, L. S. Woodruff, A. A. Bowser, J. W. 
Wilson, I. A. Holbrook, H. G. Taylor, I. W. Bearss, H. H. Fout. 

23. The Itineracy—G. W. Burdette, Chairman; C. P. Hopkins, 
J. G. Huber, J. W. Owen, J. E. Grimes, A. Orr, W. A. Nicoles. 


54 


i | 


‘UNITED BRETHREN IN OHRIST 


- 


_ 24. Judiciary—ZJ. M. Cogan, Chairman; J. H. Brunk, S. W. Lott, 
R. H. Bennett, F. P. Geib. 

25. Ministry of the Church.—M. R. Drury, Chairman; R. Earls, 
W. L. Dunean, J. L. Grimm, J. E. Shannon, M. O. McLaughlin, 
J. A. Blickenstaff, J. H. Patterson. 

26. Ministerial Relief —A. R. Ayres, Chairman; G. Miller, A. B. 
Woods, G. W. Barrett, I. H. Albright, W. S. Plummer, M. F. Dawson. 

27. Memoirs—W. O. Jones, Chairman; O. W. Slusser, J. H. 
Walls, E. N. Montgomery, J. E. Lehman. 

-28. Nominations—A. P. Funkhouser, Chairman; J. T. Foster, 
H. E, Miller, W. M. Jones, P. O. Bonebrake, C. L. Raymond, E. A. 
Ward, T. W. Perks, A. H. Laughbaum, S. E. Wertz, E. D. Miller, 
H. J. Roop, W. J. Richard, G. E. Bertch, J. A. Eckel, J. W. Romine, 
K. F. Crites, J. L. Arbogast, J. H. Truesdale, W. L. Childress, I. W. 
Bearss. 

29. Orphanages and Old People’s Homes.—A. ©. Siddall, Chair- 
man; H. J. Kohler, H. C. Cridland, M. Keppel, E. E. Houseman, 
Mrs. ate Miller, M. B. Spayd. 

30. Publishing Interests —R. A. Hitt, Chairman; J. H. eRaebosk 
J. W. Lilly, J. E. Runk, D. W. Bovee, W. Pe ‘Alspaugh, KE. Rich. 
ards, A. H. Laughbaum, ©, J. Hall; FE. B. Clark. 

31. Prohibition of Liquor Traffic.—H. M. Whitcraft, Chairman; 
C. W. Recard, W. L. Childress, W. E. Stanley, S. M. Snider, J. D. 
Rudisill, H. I. Kohler, J. F. Zimmerman, W. W. Strope, H. M. Ball, 
A, A. Maysilles. 

32. Rules of Order—W. F. Cronk, Chairman; A. P. Funkhouser, 
L. E. Runk, E. S. Neuding, E. Philips, M..F. Dawson, H. Deal. 

33. Superintendency.—D. D. Lowery, Chairman; J. A. Holbrook, 
A. H. Reese, W. A. Nichols, S. W. Paul, J. T. Roberts, C. H. Bird, 
W. F. Cronk, W. M. Jones, J. T. Foster, J. W. Lilly, J. T. McCreery, 
J. W. Owen. 

34. Sunday Schools, Christian Endeavor, and Brotherhoods.— 
W. F. Gruver, Chairman; J. G. Huber, M. R. Drury, J. W. Owen, 
J. H. Little, O. E. Williams, L. L. Epley, A. Anderson, O. P. Beck- 
ley, L. A.. Armentrout, W. C. Adams, A. C. Siddall, A. B. Woods. 

35. Social Service and Reform.—M. Keppel, Chairman; J. F. 
Turner, W. H. Arbogast, S. C. Caldwell, F. P. Geib, J. B. Connett, 
H. ©. Cridland, J. E. Shannon, J. EK. Patton. 

36. State of the Church.—S. W. Paul, Chairman; J. C. Bremer, 
N. Nichols, O. L. Grabill, L: D. Neher, J. E. Fout, 8. L. Todd. 

37. Salaries of General Officers—M. Edmonds, Chairman; Alex. 
Anderson, A. Keister, J. P. Landis, J. Shambaugh, G. A. Lambert. 

38. Theological Seminary—ZJ. T. Roberts, Chairman; H. M. . 
Ambrose, C. W. Recard, L. O. Blake, I. E. Runk, E. W. Curtis, H. E. 
Miller. 


Dooror Funk. Mr. President, I have the provisional program, 
and would like to distribute them if you are all agreed. 
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PROVISIONAL PROGRAM. 
Tuurspay, May 8, 2:00 p.m. 
Called to order, Bishop George M. Mathews, D.D., LL.D. 
Address. Bishop W. M. Weekley, D.D. 
Organization. 
Quadrennial Address of Bishops, Bishop G. M. Mathews, D.D., LL.D., 
Ohieago, Il. 


Tuurspay Eventnea (First United Brethren Church). 
Bishop W. M. Bell, D.D., presiding. 
Reception to delegates. 
Addresses of welcome: 
Mayor Dineen, representing the City of Decatur. 
Rev. E. H. Segre D.D., representing Northern Illinois Confer- 
ence. 
Rey. J. F. Mills, President Ministerial Association of Decatur. 
Rev. S. E. Long, D.D., representing Local Church. 
Responses: 
Rey. D. D. Lowery, D.D., Harrisburg, Pa., Superintendent of | 
East Pennsylvania Conference. 
Rev. J. M. Knight, Knoxville, Tenn. 


Frmay Mornine, May 9 (First United Brethren Church). 
8:00 Devotion. 
Address, Rey. A. C. Siddall, D.D. 
9:00 Business. 
Fray Arrernoon, 2:00 (Church). 
Devotion. 


- Business. 


Frway Eventne 7: 30 (M. E. Church). 
Lecture, John Baleolm Shaw, D.D. 


Saturpay Morninc, May 10 (Church). 
8:00 Devotion. 
Address, Rev. H. H. Fout, D.D. 


Business. 
Sarurpay Arrernoon, 2:00 (Church). 


Devotion. 
Business. 


Saturpay Evenine, 7:30 (Church). 


Bonebrake Theological Seminary, Dr. J. P. Landis, presiding. 
Addresses : 


“The Seminary in Our Denominational Life,” Dr. W. O. Fries. 
“The Greater Rerinay, Dr. J. E. Fout. 
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_ Sunpay Mornine, May 11. 
Sunday school at the First United Brethren Church. 
Addresses, Prof. M. A. Honline and Colonel Robert Cowden. 


_ Preaching at 10:30. General Conference Service, Bishop G. M. 


Mathews, D.D., Chicago, Tl. 


Sunpay Arrernoon, 3:00 (Church). 
Young People’s Society of Christian Endeavor Rally, Dr. J. G. 
Huber, presiding. 
Addresses : 
“Ohristian Endeavor in the Denominational Lite? Rev. M. R. 
Ballinger, Toledo, Ohio. 
“Worthwhile Efficiency in Christian Endeavor,’ Rev. O. T. 
Deever, Kansas City, Mo. 
Conference of Pearich Officers at close of service. 


SUNDAY Eventnc, May 11, 7: 30. 
Foreign Mission Rally, Bishop W. M. Bell, D.D., President of the 
Foreign Mission Board, presiding. 
Messages from the Firing Line: 
“Twelve Years in Porto Rico,” Rev. Philo W. Drury. 
“Foregleams of Day in Africa,” Rev. J. R. King, D.D. 
_ “Besieging Asia’s Port Arthur,” Rev. B. F. Shively. 
“Healing China’s Woes,” Dr. Frank Oldt. 
“The Stars and Stripes in the Orient,” Rev. A. T. Howard, D.D. 
“Our Response to Christ’s Call,” Rev. 8. S. Hough, D.D. 


Monpay Mornina, May 12 (Church). 
8:00 Devotion. 


Address, Rev. J. S. Fulton. 
9:00 Business. 


Monpay AFTERNOON, 2: 00 (Church). 
Devotion. 
Business session. 
Temperance meeting at three o’clock. 
Monpay Evenine, 7:30 (Church). 
College ‘Byer: Pres. W. E. Schell, D.D., presiding. 
Addresses : ' 
“Our Greatest Educational Need, and How to Meet It,” Pres. 
W. G. Clippinger, D.D. 
“The True Mission of the Church College,” Pres. M. R. Drury, 
D.D. 
“The Ministry in Relation to Our Educational Work,” Pres. 
. G. D. Gossard, D.D. 
TurspAy Morninc, May 13 (Church). 
8:00 Devotion. Spats 
Address, Pres. W. G. Clippinger. 
9:00 Business. i 
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Turspay Arrernoon, 2:00 (Church). 


Devotion. 
Business. 
Fraternal Delegates. 


Turspay Evenine, May 18, 7:30 (M. E. Church). 
Lecture, “Lopsided Folks,” Geo. R. Stuart, D.D., Knoxville, Tenn. 


. Wepnespay Mornine, May 14 (Church). 
8:00 Devotion. 
Address, Rev. A. S. Hammack, D.D. 
9:00 Business. 


Wepnespay AFTERNOON, 2:00 (Church). 
Business. 


Report of Mrs. Alva Kauffman, Secretary of Woman’s Missionary 
Association. 


WepDNESDAY Evenina, 7: 30. ~ 


Church Erection, Dr. H. F. Shupe, presiding. 
Devotion, Dr. O. W. Kurtz, Dayton, Ohio. 


Addresses : 
“The Tragedy of the Homeless,” Rev. J. A. Holbrook, Ph.D., 
Albia, Iowa. 
“The Church Erection Ideal,’ Rev. I. E. Runk, A.M., Harris- 
burg, Pa. 


Special Song, “The Church in the Wildwood.” 


Tuurspay Mornine, May 15 (Church). 
8:00 Devotion. 
Address, Rev. J. H. Patterson, D.D. 
9:00 Business. 


TuHurspay AFTERNOON, 2:00 (Church). 
Devotion. :; 
Business. 


Tuurspay Evenine, 7:30 (M. E. Church). 
Lecture, Perley A. Baker, D.D. 


Fripay Mornine, May 16 (Church). 
8:00 Devotion. 
Address, Rev. C. J. Kephart, D.D. 
9:00 Business. 


Fripay Arrernoon, 2:00 (Church), 
Devotion. 
Business. 
Memorial Service at four o’clock. 
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Fripay Evenine, 7:30 (Church). 


Bishop W. M. Weekley, presiding. 
Orphanages and Homes—Addresses: 
Rev. J. R. King, D.D. 
Rev. W. H. Washinger, D. D. 
Rev. J. M. Phillippi, Ph.D. 


Saturpay Mornine, May 17 (Church). 


8:00 Devotion. 
Address. 
9:00 Business. 


SaturpAy AFrrerRNoon, 2:00 (Church). 
Devotion. 
Business. 

SarurDAy Evenine, 7:30 (Church). 


Sunday-school Rally. 
Addresses: 
- Adult Department, Prof. M. A. Honline. 
Young People, Col. Robert Cowden. 


Sunpay Mornine, May 18 (Church). 


a. school addressed by Dr. C. W. Recard and Hon. Jay M. 
ogan. 
Preaching at 10:30. General Conference Service, Bishop W. M. 

. Bell, D.D., Los Angeles, Cal. 

Sunpay AFTERNOON. 

Men’s Meeting, Dr. J. G. Huber, presiding. 
Addresses: 

M. B. Monn, Shelby, Ohio. 

Rey. OC. W. Recard, Canton, Ohio. 

H. ©. Cridland, Dayton, Ohio. 

Sunpay Evenine, 7: 380. 
Home Missionary Rally, Dr. C. Whitney, presiding. 
Address: Dr. A. E. Wright, Chicago, Ill. 
Monpay Mornine, May 19 (Church). 

8:00 Devotion. 
Address, Pres. T. D. Crites, D.D. 
9:00 Business. 


! 


-Monpay Eventne, 8: 00. 
Concert, Arion Quartet. 
Music will be under direction of Prof. W. H. Ruebush. 
Committee on Publicity: 
Dr. J. M. Phillippi. 
Dr. H. F. Shupe. 
Dr. H. H. Fout, 
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Tue Presipent. Bishop Mathews has a statement to make. 

Bisuor Marnews. I will call the attention of the Conference to 
these suggestions of the Bishops with reference to certain changes 
in different parts of the Discipline, especially the last two, the 
twenty-second and twenty-third. Those two will be referred to the 
Committee on Judiciary. 


SUGGESTIONS, 


We suggest a few changes in the Discipline which will more clearly 
define its spirit and intent, and possibly simplify the methods of the 
Church in some of its important features. 

1. The classification of ministers, so far as it relates to local 
preachers, should be so changed as to harmonize with the spirit and ~ 
meaning of the Constitution. On page 19, Section 3, of the Consti- 
tution, we read: “The General Conference shall enact no rule which 
will deprive local preachers of their votes in the annual conferences 
to which they severally belong.” Local preachers here evidently 
refer to all regular annual conference preachers, and especially to the 
retired or superannuated. But on page 58, “local preachers” are 
defined to, be “annual conference preachers not admitted to the 
itinerancy.” Certainly a broader interpretation of local preachers 
must be recognized if we would have respect for the organic rule of 
the Church. It might be well to eliminate item 5 on this page, and 
make no reference whatever to local preachers. 

2. On page 29, item 8, the last clause should be stricken out. The 
General Conference recognizes no Manual of Discipline. 

3. We suggest that item 3, page 32, be reconstructed and pre- 
sented in better form. i 

4. On page 33, Section 3, item 1, after the word “pastor” should 
be added, “And approved by the quarterly conference.” This would 
harmonize the item with another on page 36, Section 6, under the 
head of “quarterly conference members,” fifth line from the top. 

5. We believe that under Appeals, page 38, the words “In his case” 
should be added after “quarterly conference” in second line from the 
top. The way is not open to appeals except to those directly affected 
by.the decision of the quarterly conference. 

6. On page 39, item 1, fifth line from the bottom, after “preacher,” 
we think should be added; “To fix their relations to the conference.” 
Evidently the voting of superannuated, supernumerary, and evangel- 
istic relations is a matter which rests with the ministers alone. 

7. In item 3, on same page, the words, “By ballot” should be 
stricken out, thus giving the annual conference the privilege of 
electing its secretary according to its own methods. 

8. The Discipline is not clear as to how the general funds of the 
Church shall be handled, as the following references will indicate. 
On page 40, item 9, it is expressly stated that the annual conference 
treasurer shall forward all funds for general benevolences to the 
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General Church Treasurer. This shall be done. But under the de- 


| partment of Home Missions, page 119, item 8, it is directed that 


home missionary money shall be sent to the “Office of the Society at 
Dayton, Ohio”; while on page 122, the money is to be sent to the 
General Secretary. In the Foreign Mission department, page 126, 
last item, we are again directed to send all the funds belonging to 
the Society to the General Secretary. On page 96, in relation to 
Children’s Day offerings, it is also ordered that the collections be 
sent to the General Secretary. In the Church Erection department 
no directions, whatever, are given as to where, or to whom, the Soci- 
ety’s funds shall be forwarded. 

For the sake of unity in reporting benevolences, we suggest that 
all general funds collected by the annual conferences, be turned over 
to the treasurers-of said conferences, and by them forwarded to the 


- general treasurer through the various heads of departments, all checks 
- and drafts being made payable to said general treasurer. This would 


aid the general secretaries in making accurate records of all funds 


_ belonging to their respective departments. 


27h 


a 


9. We recommend that item 17, page 44, be expunged. If any 


irregularities occur in the annual conference, the proper course is to 
bring the matter to the General Conference in the form of appeal as 


elsewhere provided for. 
10. Item 6, page 48, should be so changed as to limit the functions 
of a minister coming from another church to the quarterly confer- 


ence. The prerogatives of a quarterly conference are circumscribed. 


Only the annual conference can authorize the minister to exercise 
the functions of an elder. 

“11. We think it would be in harmony with the Discipline in 
various places to strike out the word “superintendent,” as found on 
pages 57 and 58, and substitute therefor “presiding elder.” 

12. There is lack of harmony between items 38, page 380, and 
item 2, Sectton 9, page 63, relating to the duties of a pastor ‘in 
the case of removing members. 

13. The first item of page 65 tells how itinerants are constituted, 
but it is lable to be misunderstood. It should read: “All members 


of the annual conference who offer themselves, etc.” A preacher 
might labor two years under the direction of the presiding elder, 
and then ask to be voted into the itinerancy. 


14. Item 3, same page, should be so amended as to read, after the 


word “that” in line five: “His full proportion of the benevolences 
have been secured in cash or good subseription, and that all other 


obligations to the charge have been satisfactorily adjusted, ete.” 
15. We believe the seventh item, on page 66, should be stricken 
out, as it, at times, proves a serious handicap to the work of the 


- eonference. 


16. At the end of item 3, page 70, should be added: “From any 
point within the bounds of the conference.” 


61 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENOE 


17. We recommend a reconstruction of Section 4, page 70, as 
it seems impossible to carry out its provisions as they now exist. 

18. On page 89, item 11, the presiding elder is required to report 
abandoned church houses to the annual conference, which body shall 
direct as to the disposal of the same, while on page 146, item 2, it is 
expressly said that the conference Church Erection Board, in con- 
junction with the presiding elder, may take charge of such aban- 
doned property. The last item, we think, is preferable because it 
authorizes immediate action. : 

19. On page 89 the annual conference is required to use the 
proceeds of abandoned parsonages for parsonage purposes only. The 
same restrictions are likewise thrown about funds derived from, the 
sale of church houses. We believe the annual conference should be 
free to use such funds as it may deem proper. It knows best what 
interests need help, and where the money will do most to conserve 
the work it has in hand. 

20. We note that item 2, page 129, is not in accord with Article 1, 
Section 1, of the Constitution. Delegates to the General Conference. 
must be elected by the annual conference, and not appointed. It ap- 
pears from this section that each annual conference has a right to, 
and must have, lay as well as ministerial representation. There are 
also clearly prescribed qualifications for membership in the General 
Conference, which should be carefully considered in planning for 
delegates from all new conferences, whether at home or abroad. 

21. We recommend that the mode of electing delegates to the 
General Conference be so changed as to leave the matter with each 
annual conference—the preachers electing ministerial delegates, and 
the lay delegates of the conference, at a separate meeting, electing 
the lay representatives. 

We suggest this change because: 

(a) It would avoid much trouble and expense. : 

(b) It would be more simple. The present law regulating elec- 
tions is complex and not clearly understood by the masses, 

(c) Such a plan as we here suggest would leave little ground 
for contests in the General Conference. And, further, such a change 
would in no wise antagonize any fundamental regulations of the 
Church, either in letter or spirit. 

22. There is some confusion and difference of opinion over the 
question as to whether, or not, a General Conference action recorded 
only in its proceedings shall take precedence when it directly nulli- 
fies a Disciplinary requirement. In other words, shall the Bishops be 
governed by the Discipline or by the General Conference minutes in 
deciding questions of law? 

23. We ask that the General Conference determine the official 
status of general officers immediately following their election. Is it 
good law, and a wise policy, to elect a man Bishop in the middle of 
May, recognize him as a presiding officer at the same time, and then 
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by a specific action, declare him not a Bishop, officially, until the first 
of the following July, or some other subsequent period ? 

The same question arises in the case of the general secretaries 
and other departmental heads. Should old boards hold over? Is it 
not true that a general officer should have his business ready to turn 
over to his successor, if one is chosen, the day the General Confer- 
ence closes? A General Cionference officer is elected for a quadren- 
nium, but what does a. quadrennium mean? From one General Con- 
ference to another? If not, why not? This body, we think, should 
make clear the laws by which we are to be governed, and through 
which the unity of the Church in its administrative work is to be 
preserved. 

Boarp or BisHops. 


Doctor Funk. We have here a copy of the proceedings of the 
last General Conference for each chairman of the delegation, and 
each chairman of the committees. We have also Disciplines for these 
same heads of committees. We have tablets for all to use, that is, 
for all the delegates. We have pencils for all the delegates. 

A motion to adjourn was then made and seconded and adopted. 

Benediction by Bishop Castle, as follows: 


Now, O Father, we thank thee most devoutly for this splendid 
service this afternoon; for all the good things that have occurred, 
and for the noble impulses that have come to our hearts, and now 
we pray that thou wilt guide the future of this General Conferenee, 
and may we always hear the whispers of thy grace and of thy Spirit 
ealling us into the noble things of life, and may we each and all 
be prepared for all the work thou requirest of us in the name of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Tue Presipent. The Conference stands adjourned. 


FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION. 
TuHurspay, May 8, 1913. 

Conference convened as per program, Bishop Bell presiding. 
The choir sang, “All hail the power of Jesus name,” Rey. G. E. 
~ McDonald, of Seattle, read the Twenty-Fourth Psalm, following with 
prayer. 

The First United Brethren Church Choir sang an anthem, “Bless 
the Lord, O My Soul, Bless His Holy Name.” 
Tur Preswent., This evening as the program indicates, is the 
evening of felicity and social complement, the expression of the 
interest which we naturally feel as we gravitate to this center from 
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the different portions of America and foreign countries to be for a 
little while the guests of this splendid city. Very naturally we 
turn to-the mayor of the city as representing this splendid munic- 
ipality, and we are delighted that. he is in our presence to-night, 
and that we have the pleasure of presenting Mayor Dineen, as the 
first speaker of the evening, representing the goodly city of Decatur, — 
Illinois. Mayor Dineen. 

Mayor Dineen addressed the Conference as follows: 


Mr. CrarrMan, Lapres, AND GENTLEMEN: I deem it both a pleas- 
ure and an honor to have the opportunity of saying a few words of 
welcome to this meeting, as the representative of the city of Decatur. 
The city feels honored in having the opportunity of entertaining 
the representatives and members of this great church organization, 
gathered from all parts of the world, engaged in a great and un- 
selfish, Christian work. . 5 “ 

We ean all realize that the problems which confront the church 
to-day require conferences of this kind, both as a benefit and as a 
necessity. Of course, it would be foolish for me to attempt to 
discuss matters of this nature in the presence of so many learned 
and distinguished members of the ministry. J feel like an old 
Indian I read about the other day. A preacher, in going through 
an Indian settlement, came across an old Indian, and asked him his 
business—what he did. The Indian replied, “Me preaches.” “What 
salary do you get?’ “Ten dollars.” “Ten dollars a month?” “No, 
ten dollars a year.” “Ten dollars a year; poor salary, isn’t it?” 
“Me poor preacher.” 

I am not here for that purpose, Mr. President. I am here to 
convey to you the sincere and hearty welcome of all the people of 
the city of Decatur, in the fullest sense of the word. And we want 
you to feel that the city is yours, absolutely, during your stay among 
us, and that is the wish and feeling of all our citizens to anticipate 
all your wants and wishes. We understand, as a matter of course, 
that you are here for business, but at the same time we hope that 
you will find time to become acquainted with our city and with our 
people, and especially with our institutions, in which we feel you 
will be particularly interested; that is, our colleges and educational 
institutions. Decatur is particularly a city of schools, churches, and 
homes; and we are proud of it and we feel and hope that the result 
of your deliberations will not only be a great benefit to the Church, 
but that the moral influence will be felt in Decatur after you are 
gone. : 
And we hope that you will leave Decatur with a kindly feeling 
for the city and its people, and a feeling that you have made no 
mistake in choosing Decatur as your meeting place.. I thank you. 
[ Applause. ] ; 
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Tue Present. Four years ago, when the General Conference 
took an expression as to where it would like to be entertained in 
this session, the man who presented the invitation that captured 
the General Conference, was Dr. E. H. Shuey, who is now one of 
the presiding elders of this State and is well known throughout the 
Church, having been connected with a number of our boards. Also 
we have come to appreciate his ministry more and more, and we are 
very delighted to have the words from Doctor Shuey, representing 
the Northern Illinois Conference. Doctor Shuey. 

Dr. E. H. Shuey, spoke as follows: 


Mr. CHARMAN, THE Boarp or Bisuops, AND DELEGATES To THIS 
TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE ASSEMBLY: Fathers and Broth- 
ers, Greeting. In the name of the eighty-seven ministers and about 
nine thousand members of this Northern Illinois Conference, I bring 
you these words of welcome... | 

We are surely happy to have you come at this time to meet us 
in your quadrennial meeting. We invite you to this great Prairie 
State of Illinois, a State great in its resources and in its develop- 


-ment, and yet has not begun to be what she shall be in the near 


future. I am reminded of our sainted Bishop Weaver. Some years 
ago, at an annual conference session in one of our northern churches, 
at the close of one session he went out upon the platform, upon one 
of those beautiful knolls, with the prairie stretching yonder in the 
far distance and the farm lands extending out ever so beautifully, 
with the pastures and surroundings, The great Bishop rose, looked 
up, and said, “Well, the good Lord must have been in a good humor 
when he made this country.” And as we study the State more and 
more, we realize that this is true, and we are very happy this night 
to have you come and to entertain you at this great conference 
gathering. 

Four years ago, when at the Canton Conference, you accepted the 


‘invitation to come to this place for this gathering, the ground upon 


which we now are, was empty lots—vacant lots—this ground was 
made sacred by the great meeting of Rev. W. A. Sunday, where, for 
those six weeks upon this ground we saw hundreds and thousands” 


_ come to Jesus Christ. We are rejoiced to welcome you here to-night 


as our guests. We rejoice in what you stand for. We are delighted, 
too, in that you stand for that evangelism that we have found in 


our founder, Bishop Philip William Otterbein. I know you all are con- 


scious that he, indeed, was a foreign missionary to America, and 
out of that awakening came this church. We are thinking of 
Isaac Long’s barn in those early days in the year of 1757, when 
the Holy Ghost poured down upon the people. They came again 


“and God gave them many souls, and we rejoice that we feel as- 


sured that since the Church was born in a revival and in a mission- 
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ary spirit, she is only known of when she still possesses this same 
spirit, and we rejoice this same night that from that simple begin- 
ning we have grown—we have grown as a denomination until we 
have crossed the seas into Africa, into China, into Japan, into the 
Philippines, and into Porto Rico, and from these countries you are 
assembled to-night in this great gathering. 

We are happy to welcome you to this city, for this, indeed, is 
sacred ground. This city was the home of one of those great and 
noble characters, Abraham Lincoln, that we love and honor, and 
whose body is sleeping in the mausoleum near-by in the city of 
Springfield, our capital. 

We are all happy, too, in that when he came to his majority, he 
came to Macon County. His father and himself were very wise to 
come together to start in life, and only about twelve miles to the 
southwest is the little farm on which Mr. Lincoln brought his fam- 
ily, and there Abraham Lincoln aided John Hanks in making rails 
to fence the fields and build the log cabin after they came to Macon 
County. We are also happy that he came to Decatur in these early 
days, and indeed his maiden speech was made in our city. In the 
year 1830, his father came to this county, and soon afterward Mr. 
Lincoln became a farmhand upon the farm owned by Mr. Shephard, 
and upon that farm we are now, to-night, gathered. That farm was 
bounded by Church Street to the east, and West Main to the south, 
or, what is called Springfield Road. In here was the Shephard farm, 
and Abraham Lincoln, they tell us, was ploughing one day—it may 
be upon this very ground—and there was a political gathering down 
in the center of town on Main Street, a Democratic gathering. At 
that time the county was Democratic. Mr. Lincoln drove his oxen 
right down, I suppose, right along here, down to the corner yonder. 
He heard the cheering yonder at the political gathering. He turned 
his oxen into a corner, possibly down there in the corner of the field 
where, possibly, Fire House No. 1 now stands. He climbed the 
fence and went to see what was going on. A speech was being made 
by a candidate on the Democratic ticket in Macon County. The 
speaker stood in a wagon, pleasing his hearers with remarks about 
his political opponents, the old line Whigs. Lincoln hadn’t studied 
law, but was reading books as he could find time, and had accepted 
the old-line Whig party as his choice. At the close of the address 
Lincoln, barefooted, climbed upon:a stump and made his maiden 
speech .and defended his party. Upon the corner was the county 
court-house, a log court-house, still one of our great joys. We have 
the court-house in the park yonder in which he plead law. 

Mr. Lincoln was described as follows: Very tall and thin, wore a 
hickory shirt, collar of same turned at his throat, broad-brimmed 
straw hat with piece fringed out at one side, and a black stri 
tied around to make it fit the head, and very tight, tow-linen titers 
which bound his bare feet and ankles. i hice 


66 





, UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


é 


These are some of the things that make this ground historic upon 
which we are now gathered to-night, and when we pause and think 
and remember, that that life began on this very ground, and as we 
think of him in his life afterward as he began to study law, and 
grew, and grew until he became known all over the world as a great 
statesman, we are glad that you have come here to hold this general as- 
sembly, and as we have thought of this great man, we desire that 
Wwe might bring something to you to-night—might bring to you the 
appreciation of this General Conference that will recall the story 
of the making of rails on the farm yonder. And when Honorable 
Richard Oglesby, who was the man who saw in Lincoln the great 
man and brought him out for the presidency, whose home was near 
us here, he sent John Hanks down to the farm. to find some rails 
which he and Lincoln had made. He came back with two of these 
walnut rails, and to these attaching that banner—flag—he carried 

- them: into the State convention and he caught the eyes and ears of 
the men of this State and Nation, and won for him the nomination. 

Now, we could not find any more rails, we imagine; but we went 
down to the farm to find something like a rail. We found a stump, 
an oak stump, and a piece of that stump we brought to the city and 
from it made a mallet. This stump stood within about sixty feet 
from the old log cabin. in which Lincoln had lived with his father 
in the old days, and, Mr. Chairman, we thought that it would be 
beautiful for us to present this to you for use in this General Con- 
ference, and at the close of this we would like to present it to the 
senior Bishop, whose idea it was to present it to you at this time for 
your use. I now present this gavel for use in this General Confer- 
ence. [Applause.] 


Tue Present. Bishop Mathews, I think this is inscribed to you 
so beautifully, and I think that I ought to call upon you to respond 
to this presentation—just a word as our senior Bishop. [Applause.] 

Bisuor Maruews. I remember that in 1830, eighty-three years 
ago, a young man twenty-one years of age, poverty-stricken, clothed 
in blue jeans, came with his father, as you have said, and took up 
his abode in a log cabin on the banks of the Sangamon River that 
washes this city. That is a little history that I remember. And 
from a log cabin this man in the midst of obscurity rose to the first 
place in the nation; a splendid example and inspiration to any 
young man, that to be true and honest in his convictions to God. 

I was, the other day, in Springfield, and I was under the inspira- 
tion of the memory of the great man whose dust lies in the bosom of 
this great commonwealth, not far away, and I prayed, I really prayed 
in my heart that the spirit, the progressiveness, the heroism of that 
great benefactor and commoner shall fall upon us like a baptism 
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and catch us up into the progressiveness of the age that shall help 
us to put the crown upon the brow of that splendid man and states- 
man and temperance patriot that shall help us in all the years that 
are to come. [Applause.] I thank you very much for the oppor- 
tunity which has brought to me this embarrassment, and I pray 
that I may have a chance in this Conference to use that gavel, 
to call some of you down. [ Laughter. | 

Tue Presipent. There is not any question but what the Bishop 
will use it. In behalf of the General Conference, Doctor Shuey, 
we give our thanks for this beautiful and thoughtful presentation, 
and now the Arion Quartet will favor us, please. 

The Arion quartet came forward, and sang “Oh, the Homeland 
Over Yonder,” which was received with applause that it was followed 
by another song, “Oh, Listen to Our Wondrous Story.” 

Tue Presipent. Dr. J. F. Mills, pastor of the First Baptist 
Church of this city, will speak as the representative of the City 
Ministerial Association. Doctor Mills. 

Dr. J. F. Mills addressed the Conference as follows: 


BisHorp Bett AND MerMBERS OF THE T'WENTY-SIXTH QUADRENNIAL 
CONFERENCE OF THE CHURCH OF THE UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST: 
I wish that I had made arrangements to resign the time of my address 
to the Arion Quartet. I am a little selfish, because arrangements will 
take me out of the city when they give that magnificent concert. 
However, I will try to see that some of my friends learn of it in 
the meantime. I am sure that we are glad to welcome you to the 
city to-night, to our churches, and homes. We are glad to see you 
here, we shall be glad during these two weeks of your stay. 

There is only one part of our population that will rejoice when 
the time comes for you to go away, and perhaps you cannot blame 
them very much. I can tell you of this, perhaps, by relating an 
instance that happened at a conference a few years ago. I am not 
sure whether it was a Methodist conference or a United Brethren 
conference; of course, it was not a Baptist conference. [Laughter.] 
Strange to say that when news of the conference came into the 
city, the poultry all very suddenly disappeared, and about two days 
after adjournment had taken place, an old rooster that had been 
way back in under the barn, gradually made his way out where he 
could‘see daylight, and then he craned his neck up and looked in one 
direction and then in another, and finally he said: “Conference has 
adjourned. Conference has adjourned. Conference has adjourned.” 
[Laughter.] And then still farther back under the barn, in a darker 
place, and old drake began to waddle out, and by and by he sueceeded 
He had not had exercise for a good many days, and so he walked 
slowly, and so when he had looked around to the left and right and 
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to the front, and he didn’t see any preachers, he said: “Is that a 
fact? Is that a fact? Is that a fact?” [Laughter and applause.] 
But there were still some gobblers farther back under the barn. The 
old gobbler had gotten under there with a good deal of difficulty. 
He had bumped his head so often on the beamg in getting under 
there, that he did not know whether he would get out again, but 
finally he crawled out very slowly to the edge of the barn; he had 
heard this ery, that conference has adjourned, and he, too, looks 
around in every possible direction, and when he does not discover a 
single preacher, he says, “Goody, Goody, Goody.” [Laughter.] I 
am. quite certain, Bishop Bell, that outside of this part of our pop- 
ulation of Decatur, we all shall be very sorry when these two weeks 
of conference have gone. I cannot spend time to say to you any- 
thing about Decatur to-night. If you would want to know anything 
about its very rapid growth and the prosperity and the spirit in 
- Decatur, I will ask you to study the history of the United Brethren 
Church for the past five or six years, and you will find a parallel.in 
the growth of the city of Decatur for the past twelve or fifteen 
years. [Applause.] 

Now, I have learned something since I was asked to take this place 
upon your program to-night. JI have a very extensive church history 
library. I do not suppose that you brethren allow sets of books to 
stand upon your shelves for any length of time without reading 
them through from beginning to end. But I had not studied the 
history over carefully and all the -different denominations that I 
found in that church history library. I have been going over the 
history of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ for the past 
two or three days. I am very glad to say that I like your name. I 
cannot find anything objectionable in it at all. Certainly there is 
something very much to be commended in the word “united,” and 
if we did not unite in the person of Jesus ‘Christ, I do not know 
any other place where we can possibly unite. 

I am very much interested to learn that your church grew out of 
a revival in the latter part of the eighteenth and the beginning of 
the nineteenth century. The history of that man, Bishop Philip 
William Otterbein, is worthy any man’s time to read. I believe 
any man will find inspiration in the moral heroism shown by that 
man, before he came to America, and especially after he landed 
upon our shores. No wonder that his mother said, as she saw the 
spirit rising within her’son that was not satisfied with the formality 
of the church in which he was laboring, “My son will have to be a 
missionary, he is so natural, so frank, and so prophet-like.” A man 
who dares to stand up in the midst of times when there exists within 
- the membership of the church, gross immorality, when spirituality 
is at a low ebb; a man who dares to stand up and preach a pure, 
spiritual gospel, denouncing sin in every form, is a man whose life 
is worth reading by every other man. [Applause. ] 
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There are not many scenes that are more interesting than the 
first meeting of two men in your denomination. I rejoice that the 
gospel of Jesus Christ unites us together in all classes and conditions 
of life. Bishop Philip William Otterbein was a man of the highest 
culture, a man of magnificent, commanding personage, a man who 
could stand and preach, if necessary, before kings and nobles or 
audiences of literary men, or scientists. He heard of the work of 
Martin Boehm among the Mennonites and of the power of his 
preaching. Martin Boehm was a man of different class and char- 
acter. He was short in stature, he was dressed in the home-spun 
attire of the people among whom he labored. He had’ little or no 
educational advantages, but when Bishop Otterbein found himself 
in that audience, he found there a man in whom the spirit of Jesus 
Christ ruled, and that man’s preaching took such a strong hold upon 
him that he could not help but embracing him at the close of the 
service and repeat those words which are so dear to you, “Wir sind 
Briider.” (We are brothers.) [Applause. ] 

‘Without doubt, in my mind, there is found here the first founda- 
tion stone of the United Brethren Church. It is true that your 
organization was not made for some years, but there was manifest 
at this time in the spirit of these two men that interest in the propa- 
gation of the gospel of Jesus Christ, which afterwards led to your 
great organization. I have been pleased to find that two things have 
been: especially emphasized in your history, evangelism and the 
prayer-meeting. And it occurred to me to-day, as has been referred 
to by Doctor Shuey, that it was a very fitting thing when a new 
United Brethren church was to be erected in our city, that it was 
built upon the spot consecrated forever by the greatest revival that 
has ever taken place in the city of Decatur. 

A church historian, going back to the time when Philip William 
Otterbein stood for a spiritual gospel, thus describes the coldness 
and formalism of the church at that time: “The prayer-meeting 
or the meeting of the regular church was called a spiritual abomi- 
nation.” “Formal worship was called a species of saintly affecta- 
tion.” These men, in the midst of that, stood for a religion with 
spiritual fervor. 

__I have been glad also, Bishop Bell, to note that your Church has 
always occupied a foremost place in the regiment of reform. Some 
of our great denominations are split in twain—part going to the 
north and part to the south. But if I am correctly informed, your 
Church took its stand against slavery and its growth in the South 
was stopped for a time, but nevertheless, in 1821, your denomination 
passed a regulation that members of the United Brethren Church 
should not buy nor sell slaves, but certain slaves should be freed in 
a short time, and others eventually. And it wasn’t very long before 


slave-holding was made contrary to the rules of your Church. [Great 
applause. | 
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I rejoice that you began in the year 1821, to work upon lines of 
temperance—that in 1841, the following regulation was passed with 
regard to the membership: “That distilling, and vending, and use of 
ardent spirits, as a beverage, are strictly forbidden by our society.” 
Now, I happen to know, Mr. President, that back in those days the 
temperance sentiment was not where it stands to-day; I happen to 

know that in some Christian bodies that an allowance of rum was a 
part of the annual allowance for the minister, and that when there 
was an ordination or dedication, it was not properly carried out 
unless a little spirits could be physically put into the body. I can 
rejoice, then, in your history, and I believe that the spirit which you 
took in the line of reform, characterizes your church to-day. 
If there was ever a day in the history of our land, when we need 
to be united brethren, when we need to stand together, it is at this 
present day. [Great applause.] The battle against slavery has been 
_won, but two great battles face the American people to-day, the bat- 
tiles of industrial and social freedom. Some of you have been 
reading during the past few weeks of the revelations that have been 
made in our own State by the Senatorial Vice Commission. You 
have been made aware how certain corporations have forced the 
~ wage scale down so low that women are almost driven to lives of 
-shame or to suicide. I believe that the churches of Jesus Christ 
must stand together to-day as they have not stood together in the 
past, in this great battle for industrial and social freedom. [Amen 
and great applause. | 
I am very hopeful to-night that many of us who are gathered 
here shall live to see the vigtory won along these lines. 
The other battle is the battle against the American saloon. The 
blood of hundreds and thousands of our sons and fathers had to be 
_ poured out in order to keep this land one land, and in order to strike 
the shackles from the hand of the black man. 

I do not believe that blood need be shed in the same way in order 
to free the great army of men and women, who to-day are bound 
by the shackles of appetite, but it does mean that you and I most 
firmly shall join together in the great crusade against the saloon, and 
I praise God if we cannot all be one in name, I believe we can all be 
one in purpose. [Applause.] And I believe that we shall be united 
* together and that many of us who are here to-night shall live to 
gee the time when the accursed saloon has been banished from the 
- United States. [Great applause.] JI thank you, Bishop Bell, and 
members of the Conference. 


Tue Present. Dr. S. E. Long, pastor of the church at this time, 
and whose interest and devotion to your comfort in the prepara- 
tions made, along with other helpers, we will all appreciate as the 
days go by, is to be the next speaker, extending this cordial and 
hearty welcome. Doctor Long. 
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Dr. 8. E. Long addressed the Conference as follows: 


Mr. CHairMAaN, DELEGATES AND VISITORS TO THE GENERAL ConFER- 
ENCE: It would little become me to appear before you this evening 
with an apology, and yet I am compelled to confess some confusion 
just now because my address, if an address it can be called, is some- 
what chaotic. Perhaps you have already anticipated that i have 
been somewhat busy in the few months of my pastorate in this 
place in making preparation for your entertainment. As for my- 
self, I must say that my thought has been more directed in that 
direction than in the preparation of this address, and therefore my 
speech is partly on paper and part in my head, and perhaps a 
greater part in the air. I confess great regret that it has not been 
possible for me to have the time to prepare for an extemporaneous 
speech, yet it is a great pleasure to me to welcome you to this 
church, upon this auspicious occasion. To me has been given the 

_ pleasing and responsible task of extending to you greetings of the . 
local churches of the denomination to which we respectively belong. 

It is a pleasure, I assure you, after several months of preparation 
for the Conference, to stand in the gateway of this auspicious hour 
and extend to you, one and all, the hand of welcome. If, at any 
time during these expectant weeks, we have been anxious about this 
meeting to-night, that anxiety would have melted away in the 
genial warmth of your greeting this afternoon. And while we are 
still concerned lest we shall not be able to offer you every comfort 
and convenience you so rightly deserve, we feel assured that the 
cffering of our best will be received rather as a token of our hos- 
pitality, than as the measure of it. And because we are confident 
that you will graciously receive that which we so gladly give, we 
are emboldened to offer you the hospitality of our homes and the 
affection of our hearts. All that we have is at your disposal during 
your sojourn with us. Command us at your will, but if you will 
command us in love, our response will be all the heartier and happier. 

But lest you conclude our hospitality is cheap because so freely 
offered, we hasten to tell you why we are glad to greet you to-night. 

We welcome you as heirs 9f Otterbein, whose band of brotherhood 
is Christ. You have come from beyond the confines of our common- 
wealth. From climes diversified and countries far remote, you haye 
met in holy convocation. Here the East and the West have kissed 
each other, the North and South joined hands in holy wedlock, and 
“those whom God hath joined together, let no man put asunder.” 
You stand for a united country and a united Christendom. Like 
Abraham of old, your watchword has been “let there be no strife be- 
tween us, for we are brethren.” But your belief in the brotherhood 
of man is corollary to your faith in the fatherhood of God, and in 
your creed both are conditioned on the sonship of Jesus Christ. 
Hence, your ministry has been one of reconciliation, but not of 
compromise. Like your Lord, you have condemned the sword as 
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an instrument of conquest, but accepted it as the harbinger of 
peace, the price of which is the judgment of evil. Believing in a 
militant religion, you have marshalled your forces against sin in 
civic and social, as well as individual life. You have refused to 
become partners in crime with State or Nation, and have raised 
your voice against those forms of iniquity that stultify public 
conscience, vitiate society, pervert justice, disturb industry, and breed 
contempt for wholesome law. Like the prophets of old, you have 
declared that righteousness exalteth a nation and sin is a disgrace 
-to any people, and you have registered your protest at the polls as 
well as in the pulpit, against the enfranchisement of evil, and the 
reign of misrule. Ms 

Having inherited from your illustrious leader a love of learning, 
a firm faith in the Seriptures as the word of God, and a passion for 
serving men, you have preserved to the present day your priceless 
heritage. You have pursued the paths of learning, without losing 


a your way in the mists of speculative philosophy, or the maizes of 
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an ultra dogmatism. Believing that the book of nature and the 
book of Revelation came from the same author, you averred that a 
proper interpretation of both would reveal the essential harmony of 
their teachings, and you have lived to see the time when men of 
scholarship no longer speak of the conflict between science and the 
Bible as a materialistic philosophy of twenty-five years ago was 
wont to do. For learning has become the hand-maiden of religion, 
and science is coming more and more to confirm the Scriptures. 
You have maintained your faith in the integrity, authority, and the 
essential inerrancy of the Scriptures as the word of God, until you 
are coming to see the vagaries of ultra criticism vanish into air 
before the unanswerable arguments of the archzologist’s pick and 
shovel. 

You believe in a definite authority for the preaching of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and have answered one and all to the definite call 
to minister among men in the sacred Scriptures. You have faith 
in the definite anointing of God through the Holy Ghost that quali- 
‘fies men for such ministry, and your ministry in the past and in 
the present has testified to that open anointing which God has so 
bountifully bestowed upon you. Following the pathway of that 
ministry throughout the years that have come and gone, is the light of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, the illumination of which has enlightened 
men by the hundreds and thousands and opened the way unto the 
kingdom of God. And to-day not only in this present world, but 
in that world toward which we travel, there are multitudes and 
millions, we trust, who have in a direct or indirect way born testi. 
mony not only to the authority by which you have spoken, but the 
power of the Holy Ghost in whose ministry you have wrought. 
And to-night you still stand for that definite prerogative that en- 
ables you to speak, not with prescriptive authority, as the scribes 
and Pharisees, but with the authority of God Almighty. Thus say- 
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eth the Lord, “Stand for absolute and unequivocal alienation between 
the child of God and the sins of the world,” and your life and your 
testimony and your preaching has been that of absolute divorcement 
from the things that would hinder, hurt, and handicap you in the 
ministry of the word of God. And to-night we honor you, and are 
glad to receive you as ministers of the cross, who believe at least 
that your authority is in Him, who, upon Calvary has expiated the 
sins of the world, and in the gift of the Holy Ghost and the divine 
call in your own consciousness has enlisted you in the greatest 
service that the world has ever known, namely, the ministry of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and the ministry of the cross of God for the 
world. And we are glad to greet you to-night, not only for what 
you have done, and for that for which you now stand, but for that 
which you are to do in the future. You have met to-night, Mr. 
Bishop, and representatives of this great Conference—you have met 
in holy convocation, and for two weeks will sit together in counsel, 
considering the great problems that confront us. It will not be 
yours to deal largely with church polity or church creed, but it 
will be yours to consider ways and means by which we shall carry 
out more effectually and practically the great mission of Jesus 
Christ to disciple the nations of the world. It will be for you to’ 
determine by what processes we shall now begin a new campaign of 
world-wide evangelism, that shall carry the gospel most speedily to 
the last lands of the earth. [Applause.] . Upon you will rest the 
grave responsibility of mapping out for this great body of men and 
women who will represent the United Brethren Church—maping out 
for them a policy for aggressive evangelism that shall so call forth 
the latent powers of the Church to which you minister and which 
we represent—call forth this latent power of God and man in the 
life of the church as to liberate those powers in the lifting up of 
men and women to Jesus Christ, and lifting up the cross of Jesus 
among men. It is the greatest problem that confronts us to-night, 
brethren. Nineteen hundred years have come and gone since our 
Lord, from the cross, directed the world’s attention to men in those 
marvelous words, “If I be lifted up I will draw all men unto me.” 
How sad a fact in the point of vision and of our ministry are we 
confronted with to-night when we recall the fact that centuries have 
come and gone, and yet the Cross has been lifted up, but the world 
is still not yet drawn. Must He need be again on the cross, must 
_he need again go through Gethsemane and Golgotha? No, no, I 
assure you. It must be that you and I ourselves have been derelict 
in duty in lifting up our Lord in our own lives and demonstrating 
to the world that Jesus is not a dead Jew, but a living Lord, and, 
as a living Lord, has enshrined himself in human life and in human 
lives that live and speak and minister among men in the same 
methods that were employed when here upon the earth, he minis- 
tered in the form of the son of a carpenter. 
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-As you sit together in holy convocation, you will meditate and 
pray that God shall guide us so efficiently in the future. And, there- 
fore, we welcome you. We are glad to turn over to you for your 
convenience and comfort all that we have and all that we are; only 
we wish that we might bring to you greater comforts and greater 
conveniences than those we are able to bring. Only we wish that we 
had a more competent hospitality to place at your disposal, and yet 
we assure you that our welcome is none the less cordial, our greeting 
none the less real, and our affectation for you none the less genuine 
because we cannot bestow upon you greater things or greater hos- 
pitality. We welcome you in the name of the Father, our God, 
whose cause we have espoused; in the name of Christ, the Son, the 
Savior of men, in whose name we enlist for the conquest of the 
world; in the name of Jesus Christ, the man of Galilee, who to-night 
is enlisting the men of America and the women of America and of 


‘the world in the greatest work that the world has ever known; in the 


name of the Holy Spirit, our comforter and guide, whose spirit 
itself is the spirit that will bind our union; im the name of the 
Triune God, we welcome you to our church and to our homes and 
to our hearts and to our hospitalities. 


Tue Presipent. The quartet will favor us with another song. 


_ The quartet then sang that inspiring hymn, “Rock of Ages, refuge 


sure.” 

Tue Presipent. The first speaker in behalf of the Conference is 
the leader of our hosts in east Pennsylvania, Rev. Dr. Lowery. We 
have great pleasure in calling upon him now to voice our response 
to these gracious welcomes. Doctor Lowery. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery, of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, then spoke as 
follows: 


Mr. CuarrMan, LApies, AND GENTLEMEN: J deem it a very great 
privilege, as well as pleasure, to have been chosen as one of the 
speakers in the responses to be made to the eloquent and cheering 
words of welcome just spoken by our brethren of the great State 


_ of Illinois. I have thought, perhaps, that those who had the matter 


of arranging the program for this gathering here to-night in charge, 
had chosen me as one of the speakers of this occasion because I 
represent a constituency that is worth while, and also because I come 
from “the land of the rising sun,” so far as our denominational ter- 
ritory stretching eastward in this land of the Stars and Stripes is 
concerned. And, coming thence, I come from the land of our church 
fathers, where the Church of the United Brethren in Christ was 
really born; where, in its origin, it also received its inspiration of 
high ideals—in civic righteousness, in genuine Christian fraternity 
without a weak sentimentality, in calling men to repentance and 
salvation by faith in Jesus Christ, emphasizing insistently, and by 
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testimony of personal knowledge, experimental religion, and in a 
deep spirituality as against a superficial religious life—a mere 
dead formalism. 

Out of these profound convictions, and of unflinching fidelity to 
them, in the faith and life of the early fathers of the Church, grew 
all there is of the great Church of the United Brethren in Christ 
to-day. And the soil out of which grew—as from seed carefully 
sown into soil properly prepared—the first plant—and it was always 
a hearty plant which neither summer’s scorching heat nor winter’s 
chilly blast could destroy—which has since grown to such large 
size as to spread to-day its branches over nearly all lands, is back 
there within the bounds of the territory from which my associates 
and.I, of the East Pennsylvania Conference, came, in Isaac Long’s 
barn, back there in Lancaster County, in the great State of Penn- 
sylvania, where Philip William Otterbein, the Reformed, met Mar- 
tin Boehm, the Mennonite, when Otterbein embraced Boehm in gen- 
uine brotherly fashion, and said, “Wir sind Briider”’ (“We are breth- 
ren”). And, by the way, they say in our way that Manor Township 
is the garden of Lancaster County, and Lancaster County is the 
garden of Pennsylvania, and Pennsylvania is the garden of the 
United States [Applause.] and the United States is the garden 
of the world. [Applause.] So we should-not be surprised to know 
that out of that world-famed garden soil grew this great Church. 

Continuing what I was saying respecting the meeting and warm 
fraternal. greeting of Otterbein, the Reformed, and Boehm, ithe 
Mennonite, that did not, however, unite the Reformed and Men- 
nonite churches—not even did it unite these men in organic union 
—but it did unite these men and others of a common faith and 
purpose and aim, and of a like experience, in unison of thought, and 
united effort of evangelism—for that is what their work essentially 
was, to bring the saving truths of the gospel of their common Lord 
and Savior to the starving multitudes who were perishing for want 
of the bread of life, having been fed only on the dry husks of a dead 
formalism. That was a genuine federation, not a conglomeration 
of heterogeneous elements of diverse views, discordant faiths, eon- 
flicting policies, and unrelated and inharmonious purposes and aims. 
Otterbein died within the pale of the Reformed Church, having 
retained his name upon the Reformed Church membership roll until 
his death. Boehm died while in the communion and church member- 
ship relation of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and his remains 
le buried in the graveyard of the Boehm Methodist Episcopal 
Church at Willow Street, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. But 
their works do follow them, and they, being dead, yet speak. 

While the Church of the United Brethren in Christ undoubtedly 
grew out of the incident which I related just a moment ago, it grew 
out of a federation of like spirits of devoted and thoroughly conse- 
crated men of God in God’s service to glorify their common Lord 
and Master, and not out of an organic union. Our Ghurch is the 


76 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


heritage we received from their hands, but it was not a finished 
‘product when their labors ceased here upon earth. 

In saying, however, about Otterbein and Boehm what I have just 
said, that they held membership relation with other churches at or 
up to the time of their death, I must not be misunderstood. These 
men, together with a number of other good and devoted men, con- 
tinued in a faithful and holy compact in pushing the work of evan- 
gelism aggressively, and while no immediate steps were taken to 
bring their converts and. others of like faith and aims into organic 
ehurch relation, they had their local and general meetings for con- 
ference, and even organized their public gatherings into a body 
with Philip William Otterbein and Martin Boehm as the first super- 
intendents or Bishops, of what came to be the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ. Later the body became more completely organ- 
ized, and locally here and there adherents were formed into organic 
societies. J take it—and this is why I have given these facts of 
our early history—that at first the fathers of the Church regarded 
their association in the work, chiefly of evangelism, as a federation, 
and not as a distinct and independent organic church enterprise, 
until finally they came to recognize the necessity, as a means of 
conserving the fruitage of their labors, of forming themselves into 
a distinct and organic body. Thus did the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ come into existence by conditions born of neces- 
sity—it was actually, so to speak, thrust, as by the divine hand, 
upon the fathers. There was no choice in the matter; it had to be 
done to conserve and make permanently effective the results of 
their labors. 

The Church was not born in the bosom of contending factions, 
nor did it take its rise out of a vain conceit of personal ambition, 
power and authority, desiring to lord it over God’s heritage. And 
the very name and title of the Church seemed to have been desig- 
nated by civine suggestion, under the inspiration of a mighty ecn- 
viction, a profound sense of fraternal relation between men. of like 
faith and like experience, who knew themselves to have been “born 
of the spirit” into the common “household of faith.” In that day 
the office had to seck the man; and “there were giants in those 
days.” 

There is something exceedingly refreshing and inspiring in the 
consideration of all this. Brethren, to know that such was our 
origin; that the Chureh of the United Brethren in Christ came 
clean from the hands of God, without the excrescences and compro- 
mises of unholy alliances and the inventions of merely human in- 
genuity, would stir our hearts to-day into exclamation of highest 
admiration, and to a renewed resolve to prove ourselves worthy of 
such an origin, and to dedicate our powers anew to the continuance 
of such a splendid history, and to the emulation of our fathers in 
the virtues of their genuine Christian characters, and in the spirit 
of such unselfish and self-sacrificing devotion as exemplified in all 
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their lives, and thus showing, ourselves worthy sons and daughters 
of such noble parentage. 

Let me say further in this connection, that I believe as firmly as 
T believe in my existence, that God, in his wisdom, has brought us 
to where and what we are to-day as a separate and distinct denomi- 
nation; that our fathers were under divine guidance when they for- 
mulated our polity, just as I believe that God has led other churches 
in the line of their distinctive features of church government, so 
that his church, by her manifold operations, might fulfill the pur- 
pose of his wisdom and love in reaching all conditions and every 
variety of human kind. And if this*be so, we can only oppose our- 
selves to his plan to our hurt and final discomfiture. And if this 
were not so, the church’s existence, with all her splendid achieve- 
ments, for one hundred years, could only have been a mere pretense, 
however paradoxical such a statement may be. But believing as I 
do, we may hide the talent God has given us to trade withal, but 
when he comes to reckon with us, he will take from us even that 
which we have, and give it to others who have been faithful to their 
trust. 

As to our polity, I have said elsewhere, and repeat it here, that 
ours is a moderate episcopacy at its head, perfect democracy in its 
body, and thorough republicanism in its institutions. Such is the 
unique form of our Church polity, unsurpassed, not to say un- 
equaled—lest I should be charged with bigotry or an undue spirit 
of boasting—by any other church government in the country, 
[Applause.] aye, better still, in the Christian world. This is not 
arrogance; it is a simple statement of fact which can be easily sub-. 
stantiated. Study our polity, and compare it with other systems, 
and I must be much mistaken if you will not be led to express your 
unbounded admiration of its uniqueness and completeness. if 
course, I take it for granted that we are all patriotic American 
citizens, and therefore in full appreciation of our country’s prin- 
ciples of government, and these were, by the fathers of our Church, 
incorporated into the form of our polity. 

Our Church has always manifested a fine spirit of liberality to- 
ward others, and has a reputation for genuine fraternity in co- 
operative, federated endeavor in general Christian service that can 
be surpassed by none other. Thus we have sought to fulfill our 
Master’s expectation in the only proper and legitimate interpreta- 
tion of his prayer, “that they all may be one”; while at the same 
time we have just as certainly recognized the divine order in forms 
and methods of service, in the “diversities of gifts,” the “diversities 
of ministrations,” and_ the “diversities of workings,” and all in the 
same spirit of a unity which is not monotonous uniformity, and 
a oneness which is not amalgamation. Ghristian unity, says Dr 
J oseph Parker, is not “an affair of regulation, compromise, conese- 
sion, toleration, for the sake of good neighborhood, and easy social 
and ecclesiastical movement. 
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Our Church has thus had a history that every United Brethren 
in Christ should be proud of. We should stand to-day in her ad- 
vance and united in the aggressive work of evangelism, in imitation 
of the fathers to add not only to her numbers, but to increase her 
power and her usefulness in the world in evangelism at home and 
abroad. 

‘And so we undoubtedly still have our place to fill and our mis- 
sion to perform. And here we cannot shirk our responsibility with- 
out suffering irreparable loss in our good name and confessing our 
weakness and inability to hold our place and maintain our position 
in the front ranks of aggressive church enterprise, doing our appro- 
priate share of the great work of the world’s evangelization, here and 
abroad. And for that reason all of these two hundred and twenty-six 
delegates, representative of a church membership of more than three 
hundred thousand, coming from all sections of this great country, 
and from the mission fields across the seas, have assembled here 


-in the twenty-sixth quadrennial session of General Conference for 


conference and discussion and the solution of problems that may 
be presented here for prayerful consideration. Tit ‘behooves ‘us, 


_ therefore. to go about this work in the true spirit of representatives, 


doing the will of our constituents, and planning and putting into 
effect such regulations as will best promote all the interests of the 


- Church. Tinkering is not our business. We must be such workmen 


as need not be ashamed, rightly determining the true relation of 
things. 

I shall, for one, be happy to know that not any of us are here 
to be elected to an office, so that the Almighty may have a chance 
at the filling of the offices, and at all that appertains to the working 
out of the plans and purposes of this great Conference; that none 
of us are here to force upon the attention of this body a pet scheme 


- —which hobby has undoubtedly seen its best days, and should now, 


once for all, be taken off the race course—to be constantly moving 
the previous question, or to lay on the table, as though that were 
the limit of our ability in the eonsideration of any question, or be- 
cause we imagine others to. be as narrow as we are, and so make 
ourselves thoroughly ridiculous and finally obnoxious—you see, no- 
body can move the previous question on this motion; I have the 
floor. But we are here to do the business of the Church, to cour- 
ageously grapple with difficult problems, and, above all, to keep con- 
stantly before our eyes the fear of God, and to deport ourselves in 
all things as men who are engaged in the King’s business. 

In conclusion, brethren, we thank you for your kindly spoken 
words of welcome. And after such a welcome we feel so thoroughly 
well at home that we are just going to take off our hats, hang them 





on the hall-rack, and sit down for a pleasant chat of several days’ 


continuance, as if we were old friends; and when the dinner bell 
rings, we will go and help ourselves to the best your good house- 
wives can set before us; and at night we will rest comfortably on 
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your down beds, and so recuperate by refreshing slumbers our jaded 
powers for the renewal of the attacks the following day; and when 
all is over we will return, we trust, regretfully, so far as our very 
congenial associations are concerned, but nevertheless joyfully and 
in high expectancy, to our homes, to the land of our fathers and 
of the earthly blest, provided we can go back with no action having 
been taken to jeopardize in the least a single interest of this great 
and good Church of ours, otherwise some of us would not dare 
return. 


Tur Presipent. We have one more speaker, Dr. J. M. Knight, the 
pastor of our church in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
Dr. J. M. Knight spoke as follows: 


Mr. CHarrmMan, Mempers or THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN: I have the good sense to know that this is no time 
for me to attempt to make a speech at this late hour of the evening, 
and so I am not going to attempt that at all. I feel this evening 
very much like the man who, in one of our eastern States, I think 
perhaps from, Pennsylvania or perhaps from Maryland, who was 
appointed by the governor to visit the State institutions of that 
State, and then to make a report. He was not appointed for his 
speaking ability, but for his business ability. He had visited all the 
institutions except one—the city prison. The keeper of the prison 
knew that he was coming, and had gathered the prisoners in the 
chapel that they might hear a speech from this distinguished visi- 
tor. When he came, he was ushered on to the platfrom, and before 
him was seated the congregation, dressed in the prison garb. He 
said to the prison keeper, “I cannot make a speech.” But the keeper 
said, “You must speak. They are here to hear you, and you must - 
speak.” He was introduced. He could not back down, and so he 
stepped out on to the platform in the midst of the embarrassment, 
and said, “Ladies and gentlemen.” Of course they smiled, and that 
added to his embarrassment, and he thought he would try it again, 
and he says, “And fellow citizens.’ They began to laugh. He 
thought he would make one supreme effort, and he says, “I am cer- 
tainly glad to see you all here.” [Laughter.] 

I am glad to be here and I am glad to see you here, and I assure 
you that our hearts have been stirred and our souls have been 
thrilledthis evening with these warm words of welcome which have 
greeted us as we have found ourselves in your midst. 

: Rea ee ppachsriel parc sol aed will be a great blessing to you. 

g g y from your homes and away from 
your church and away from your community, from your city, that 
we will leave an influence behind us that will count for good, and 


that will mean much in the upbuilding of Christ? i 
c g of Christ’s 
dom here in this beautiful city. magiee ane 


80 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


I was very much interested in the bit of history that we have been 
given here to-night. It seems to me that we are standing on sacred 
ground, made sacred by the life, character, and devotion of one of 
the greatest men that this nation has ever known. A man who stood 
for something and a man who accomplished something, a man who 
found it’in his heart to deliver those who were bound in the bondage 
of slavery. And I was just thinking of the parallel that runs be- 
tween our Church and between that great leader of this nation. 
This is the hundredth anniversary of the death of Philip William 
Otterbein, the man who stood for the freedom of speech and for 
the freedom of the gospel in the great work of the Master. A man 
who held aloft the banner of Jesus Christ, and. who stood fearlessly 
and proclaimed that gospel as the only power to deliver man from 
the awful power and consequences of sin, and that we gather here 
as a church with his heritage, and with his spirit resting upon us, 
and I was glad this afternoon in that wonderful message which came 
to us from Bishop Weekley, and then the message which came to us 
from Bishop Mathews as the representative of the Board of Bishops 
—the key-note that was sounded in those messages of evangelism. 

I believe there has never been a time when our Church needs 
to wake up to its opportunities and its possibilities for saving men 
and to the great responsibility that rests upon us of saving men 
and bringing this lost world to Jesus Christ, as there is to-day, and 
as a pastor in a very humble field in the south land, I want to say 
to you, brethren, we will stand heart to heart and hand to hand 
and shoulder to shoulder with you in this great fight for the sal- 
vation of this lost world. 

Brethren, I trust that our coming together in this General Con- 
ference will be a great blessing to us all. We have come here from 
different points of the compass, from different sections of the 
country; some of us from places where the Church is not so strong, 
and we have felt the lack of your warm heart-throb and your sym- 
pathy and hearty hand-grasp. that you can give us when we come in 
touch and contact with you. And I feel that this will be a great 
blessing to us, a great source of strength and help, and a real uplift 
to us, and I am glad, too, as has been spoken of here to-night, that 
our Church, the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, has al- 
ways stood for simple righteousness and for reform, and I hail the 
day, my friends, when this whole world shall feel the touch of power 
and influence of the United Brethren Church, with all of the other 
evangelical churches,.in ridding this country of the great evils that 
threaten us to-day. 

The liquor traffic was mentioned, the modern saloon. I am glad 
to tell you that I hail from a State where not one drop of liquor is 
sold lawfully. [Applause.] A few years ago, in my own city, the 
city of Knoxville, I stood by the side of the other ministers of the 
city in fighting the open saloon. We had a tremendous fight, and it 
was a tremendous battle, but on the eleventh day of March, seven 
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years ago, I saw more than fifteen thousand men and women and 
children march through that city with banners and streamers, sing- 
ing and crying and praying. The women spent the whole day in 
the churches on their knees before God in prayer, and that evening 
when the battle was over and the votes were counted, we had voted 
the open saloon out of our city. [Applause.] And a short time 
after that our noble men who were sent to our State legislature 
said that it shall not be sold in the State, and the open saloon to- 
day is driven from our State, and brethren, I believe the time is com- 
ing and is not very far in the distance, when the American people 
will rise up and assert their rights and their power at the ballot box, 
so that the open saloon must go from America. [Great applause. | 
And I pray that God will hasten the day when this shall be done. 
We thank you, friends, for your cordial welcome and greeting, and 
I trust that our lives the next few days, as we shall lead them in 
your presence and in your homes, will be a real blessing to you. 


After the chairmen of various committees announced committee 


meetings, Conference arose and benediction was pronounced by 
Dr. R. J. White, of Erie Conference. 


SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
Frmay, May 9, 1913. 

Conference opened with Bishop Castle presiding. 

Professor Ruebush announced the song, “Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing.” 

Following the song, Rev. I. W. Bearss, of Georgia Conference, 
led in prayer. 

Tue Preswent. I believe the order is that Rev. A. O. Siddall is 
to deliver the address at this time. 

Rev. Mr. Siddall then addressed the Conference on the subject, 
“Historic Reinforcement of Batty ” basing the address on Joshua 
dae 52 

The hour for the commencement of the business session having 
arrived, Bishop Castle then called Bishop Weekley to the chair, 
and he presided for the morning session. 

THE Presipent. The Conference will come to order. The roll 
will be called. 

Secretary Siddall then called the roll of the Conference. 

Dr. P. O. Boneprake, of Oregon Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
there are a number of alternates who were here yesterday, whose 
names were not called. 
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Secretary Sippatu. They are before the Credentials Committee; 
we cannot call them before they are reported back to us. 

THe Presipent. Are there any other omissions? Now, after 
this, the roll will be called by delegations, each chairman answering 
for his delegation. : 

Docror Bonesrake. The names that were not called, that are in 


_ the-hands of the Credentials Committee, it seems as though they 


ought to be reported as being present, even if they are not on the 


record. 


Tue Presiwent. _ He will record it. We will now have the minutes 
of yesterday’s proceedings read. 

Secretary Siddall read the minutes of the two sessions of May 8. 

Tue Present. Are the minutes correct? 

R. H. Bennett, Ese., of Neosho Conference. I would like to ask 


ca question for information. The motion provided yesterday that the 


4, 


stenographic secretary’s record should be the official record of this 


body. If these minutes are adopted, what is the difference in 


effect of the two records so far as their binding force upon this body 


- is concerned ? 


’ Tue Presipent. The stenographer says they compare their rec- 
ords and they harmonize. Is that satisfactory ? 

Tue Presipent. The secretaries seem to be agreed in their work. 
I suppose that is satisfactory to the General Conference. There are 
no discrepancies in their minutes. 

Doctor Funx. I will now read the: names of the page boys who 
will serve you during the next few days. Earl B. Dodds, Arthur 
EK. Fundam, and Clarence O. Seip; fine boys. 

Tue Presipent. Is there any further miscellaneous business? 

Dr. J. W. Litiy, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. President, I move 
that all General Officers of this Church that are not delegates, be 
admitted within the bar and to advisory seats. 

Seconded. 

Said motion was adopted. 

Bisuor T. OC. Carrer. I arise to make a motion which I am sure 
will meet with the approval of the whole Conference. There sits 
in our midst to-day a modest man, on whose head the snows that 
never melt have fallen, and he celebrates this month his eightieth 
birthday, and who has, for nearly forty years, been the great Sec- 
retary of our Sunday-school Board, in whose honor Bonebrake Theo- 
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logical Seminary is now endowing a memorial chair. I move you, 
sir, that Col. Robert Cowden be invited to a seat on the platform. 

BisHop Castix. If the chair please, I second the motion. 

The motion was adopted amid great applause. 

THE PreswentT. Bishop Castle will escort him to the platform. 

Bishop Castle then stepped over to where Colonel Cowden was 
sitting in the choir box, and walked with him to the platform, and 
great applause followed. 

Tue Presment. The roll of the conferences will be called follow- 
ing the order of business of the last General Conference, and each 
delegation will be permitted to present any memorial or memorials 
it may have to this body. 

THe Presipent. You will now come to order. Bishop Mathews 
has a matter which he wishes to bring before you. 

Bisoorp Matnews. Mr. Chairman, I have the ‘pleasure of intro- 
ducing Rev. Horace Reed, of this city, who is the Secretary of the 
Illinois Vigilance Association. Will you greet him? 

The Conference arose and gave its greeting. 

THE Preswent. Now, we will have the roll of the conferences, 
and you will present your memorials if you have any. 

Secretary Siddall then called the roll of conferences in alpha- 
betical order. 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of California Conference, presented a memorial 
on Ministerial Relief, which was referred to the Committee on Min- 
isterial Relief. 

Mr. 8. OC. Caldwell, of East Nebraska, presented a memorial on 
State Wide Conferences, which was referred -to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Dr. J. A. Lyter, of East Pennsylvania, presented a memorial on 
Equitable Representation in the General Conference, and also one 
on Lebanon Valley College. The first was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Government of the Church, and the second to the Com- 
mittee on Boundaries. : 

Rev. JI. W. Bearss, of Georgia Conference, presented a memorial 
on change of the name of the Georgia Conference to the Georgia- 
Florida Conference. This was referred to the Committee on Boun- 
daries. 

Dr. E. W. Curtis, of Iowa State Conference, presented a memorial 
on the admission of children into the Church, which was referred to 
the Committee on Church Membership. Also one to simplify the 
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election of delegates to the General Conference, which was referred 
to the Committee on Government of the Church. Also one on 
ritual for the dedication of parsonages, which was referred to the 
~ Committee on Formulas. 

Dr. ©. J. Kephart, of Miami Conference, presented a paper on 
_ the organization of the local church, which was referred to the Com- 
' mittee on Church Government. 

Rev. V. W. Overton, of Northern Illinois Conference, presented 
a memorial on boundaries and one on formulas, which were re- 
- ferred to their respective committees. 

Mr. W. W. Strope, of North Nebraska Conference, presented a 
memorial, which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Rey. John -W. Owen, of Pennsylvania Conference, presented a 

memorial on’ the territory for Lebanon Valley College; also one 
_ on the election of church trustees; also one on the election of dele- 
gates to the General Conference; also one on orphanages and homes. 
These were referred to the proper committees: 

Rev. T. W. Perks, of Southwest Kansas Conference, presented a 
-memorial on evangelists; also one on Oourse of Study. The first 
was referred to the Committee on Ministry and the second to the 
Committee on Oourse of Study. 

Rey. L. L. Epley, of West Nebraska Conference, presented a 
memorial on State Wide Conferences, which was referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

Dr. J. T. Roberts, of White River Conference, presented a memo- 
' rial on conference boundaries and one on church membership, which 
were referred to the proper committees. 

Rev. J. H. Brunk, of Virginia Conference, presented a memorial 
on membership and one on Lebanon Valley College, which were 
properly referred. 

The Church Board of Trustees presented a paper on Telescope 
Circulation, which was properly referred. 

Doctor Phillippi, editor of the Religious Telescope, presented a 
memorial from the Sunday-school Board, the Board of Control, 
which, by vote of the Board, comes before the General Conference, 
and which was referred to the Committee on Sunday Schools. 

Tur Presipent. Shall we hear the Publishing Agent’s report? 
Are you ready? 

Dr. W. R. Funk. Yes. 
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Tur Presipent. If there are no objections we will take up these 
reports. 

Dr. A. W. Drury, president of the Board of Trustees of the Pub- 
lishing House, then read the report of the trustees. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLISHING HOUSE. 
To the General Conference of 1913: 


The Board of Trustees of the Publishing House, met at Canton, Ohio, 
May 22, 1909, for the purpose of organization. S. E. Kumler was elected 
president and P. M. Camp was elected secretary. S. E. Kumler, P. M. Camp, © 
and C. J. Kephart were made the local committee. . 

The first regular annual meeting was held in April, 1910, all of the 
members of the board being present. July 25, 1910, the board met in special 
session to fill the vacancy in the membership of the board, caused by the 
death, July 23, of S. E. Kumler, president of the board. He had been a 
member of the board since May, 1897, and president of the board and of 
the local committee since November, 1905. 

The board passed suitable resolutions recognizing the high character 
and efficient services of Mr. Kumler. R. C. Kumler, son of S. E. Kumler, 
was elected a member of the board and also of the local committee. A. 
W. Drury was elected president of the board. In October, 1910, P. M. Camp, 
because of removal from Dayton, resigned as a member of the local com- 
mittee, and A. W. Drury was chosen to fill the vacancy. No other changes 
were made during the quadrennium. 

The board have given careful attention to all of the interests of the 
Publishing House. Dr. Funk, as Publishing Agent, has brought fully — 
before the board all of the conditions and interests of the Publishing House © 
and the board have felt it to be their manifest duty to share with him the 
responsibilities and labors connected with the management of this depart- 
ment of our Church work. The board, along with the Publishing Agent, . 
have sought to meet the largest possibilities and responsibilities of the 
Publishing House, and to serve the Church in the largest measure by en- 
larging and strengthening this institution of the Church. 

All persons will readily recognize that the Publishing House has a place 
of its own altogether different from that of any other institution of the 
Church. It has its resources within itself. Its function is to furnish intel- 
lectual and spiritual light and stimulation, but at the same time it is to pay 
its way. In other words it must make money. This necessitates conformity 
to the strictest business principles and the use of the most advanced and most 
efficient methods. We miay also add, with the approval of every one, that 
by the financial success that the Publishing House attains, it should become 
a tower of strength by means of which every interest of the Church shall 
be helped and made more secure. This has been the case in the past, and 
it should be more largely so in the future; thus, while we expect service of 
the Publishing House, we should be careful not to hamper or cripple it by 
unwise or merely sentimental demands. 

The Publishing Agent, in his report, has called attention to the great 
loss sustained by the flood of March of this year. The Board of Trustees 
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saprense’ 


has sanctioned an appeal to the Church to replace at least a part of this 
loss. The loss itself could not have been anticipated. To conduct business 
successfully, there must be ample capital to buy opportunely and adequately 
and suitable equipment and accommodations. It is for these reasons, that 
‘the Church which owns the Publishing House, and has so large a stake in 
ts success should come now to its support. It is not the thought of the 
yoard that any strenuous canvass or appeal should be made that might forestall 
‘or exclude any other financial campaign in the Church; but the Church is 
able to provide for all of these interests, moreover, there ure those persons 
in the Church to whom the strengthening and better equipment of the 
Publishing House will specially appeal. 

: The report-of the Publishing Agent is so full that it is unnecessary 
for our board to make a separate statement of the condition and business 
of the Publishing House. We are gratified with the success of the past and 
Sanguine as to what the future has in store. Business conditions never 
before have been as severe as they are now, but we have confidence in the 
uprightness of our purposes, in the progress and loyalty of the Church and 
‘in the favor and blessing of God. 
Our relations with one another, with Dr. Funk, the Publishing Agent, 
and with the heads of the different departments of the Church, have been 
‘uniformly agreeable and helpful. 
We, along with the members of this General Conference, rejoice in view 
of the progress made during the quadrennium along all lines of Church work, 
‘recognize the great responsibilities with which this General Conference has 
to deal, and fondly anticipate large things for the Church in whose fellow- 
ship and service a gracious Providence has placed us. 

A. W. DRURY, Pres., 

P. M. CAMP, Sec’y, 

MATT EDMONDS, 

EOR- SMITH, 

a Was LAH, 

R. C. KUMLER, 

G@ Jz KEPHART, 

jnnde ROBERTS; 
JAY M. COGAN, 

; Trustees. 





Tur Preswent. The agent will now make his report. 

Dr. W. R. Funk, Agent of the United Brethren Bablishine 
House, then read his quadrennial report, which was received with 
applause- 


QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE AGENT OF THE PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT OF 
THE UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST. 


To the Members of the General Conference of 1913: 

Dear Brethren:—It is with thankfulness to Almighty God for his dhund- 
ant mercies that this report is submitted to your honorable body. The 
quadrennium just closed has been one of earnest toil on the part of all those 
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who have been connected with the department. The service rendered must 
be measured not only by the results obtaining in dollars and cents, but by 
the efficiency, of the service renderéd to the Church as a denomination. 

Without fear of being wrongly judged, the management is free to 
say that it has done the best it could, not only to conserve the interests of 
the institution, but to develop its strength and power and make it more 
efficient each year. That we have succeeded jn this, at least to a reasonable 
extent, is my belief, and I trust that the figures herewith submitted will sup- 
port this view. It is my hope that the report will be as inspiring to you as — 
the service has been to those of us who have been closely connected with the 
institution, for, of all the four quadrenniums during which I have been the — 
agent, none has been so full of delightful service as the one now closing. 

As I have said in a former report, I repeat, it is difficult to present in a 
few words an intelligent report of such a great institution, In every case | 
have used the figures from my annual printed reports in compiling the figures 
of this, my quadrennial report. These are adhered to because I wish you to 
make close comparison of all my, figures submitted, as every bill and account 
has been audited carefully each year by a competent accountant. 

The net assets of the House, April 1, 1909, were $536,986.18 while the 
net assets April 15, 1913, were $544,211.20. In this connection you will re- 
member that the recent flood reduced our invoice $76,408.46. If this had not 
occurred, the net assets of the business would have been, April 15, 1913, 
$620,619.66, and thus have shown a gain of $83,633.48, whereas the gain is 
only $7,225.02. This cannot be mentioned without personal regret which I 
cannot express in words, and yet there is no bitterness in my heart on account 
of the coming of the flood. The $76,408.46, however, does not represent nearly 
all of the loss that the House has sustained, for the next year’s invoice will 
be seriously cut by this same cause. The repair bill, the shrinkage of accounts 
held against persons in the flood zone and the loss from suspension of 
business during the past weeks and the coming months, before we can get 
back to normal conditions, will augment this amount by a large sum. 

It was during this quadrennium that we built the Market Street building 
and purchased the Fifth Street real estate. These items will appear again in 
connection with the indebtedness of the House, and hence no further men- 
tion need be made here. The office building has been in every way a splendid 
investment, and I quote from my last annual report as follows: 

“With the exception of the experience of the flood, the office building has 
had a splendid year. I might say, we have not had a vacant office in this build- 
ing unrented for a period of more than eight months. There has been a 
waiting list for offices during the entire year. We have been successful in 
paying off $28,500 of bonds and I am sure you will be pleased with the record 
that has been made by this department. The present indebtedness on the 
building is $95,000. 

“i is with great joy that I report that all the foundations of our buildings 
stood without even a sign of breaking in any way or manner. The structures 
are Feel and abiding. Only the glass and floors of the buildings were in- 
jured.,”’ 


The amount paid on the building during the quadrennium is $91,000.00. 
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THE PROFITS OF THE HOUSE FOR THE FOUR YEARS. 


_ The profits for the four years and two weeks ending April 15, 1913, are 
is follows: ‘ 


For the year ending April 1, 1910......... $31,069.63 
For the year ending April 1, 1911.......... 39,218.85 
For the year ending April 1, 1912.......... 27,218 .46 
For the year ending April 15, 1913, Gf the 
flood: hadetiotiOCcurred ini ne. . e eaters 45,784.80 
RCE a Rael en a Ae hee are a ei $143,291 .74 


Notwithstanding the fact that it has been a great deal more expensive to 
o business than heretofore, in that wages are from fifteen to twenty-five per 
ent. higher, hours of toil shorter and an increase of from twenty to thirty- 
hree and a third per cent. in cost of material, we have maintained a good 
Fercentage of profit on our investment, even though the most rigid invoice 
hystem has been followed. 

We have paid to the Church under subsidies the following: 


gy pee OME cara entation te wg Westin ts $14,176.78 
pe AOD ec ok og Ata ielssoisletben Sin ante tsa =e 5,138.89 
DCS 8 SB 2 5 LOU Cae eee Aye Reese are pate tee keen 12,759.50 
nies VOLO: «ate tos pieces en Moar sie at Sp 10,612.75 

ore ie eA nosy ee ain $ 42,687 .92 


| This is an increase of $10,398.46 paid to the Church this quadrennium 
Iver that of the preceding quadrennium. 

| It will be interesting to know that the House has paid to the Church in 
He sidies $120,715.82 in the past sixteen years, and increased its net assets 
260,828.16 in the same period, thereby almost doubling its net assets. I might 
ey, would have more than doubled its net assets during this period if the flood 
jad not occurred. 


ha THE INDEBTEDNESS OF THE INSTITUTION. 
. April 15, 1913. 


Accounts payable.......-ssseeeeeeeee cere $ 14,289.48 
WO LEO WECM ATONE 2 scr sree ann aie ent AGe ee euni aves > 180,320.40 
Prone sero Utstadndimon On es eterckis «vials (ue oom ays 245,000.00 

Miocalieliap ites. wcncmctie etn ese nema Seine $439,609 .88 


The total invoice of the House, April 15, 1913, was $983,821.08, and the 
et assets above all liabilities, $544,211.20, after the reduction due to the flood 
had been made. Here again I quote from my annual report: 

“T call your attention to the fact that there is owed to us at. this time 
the sum of $71,790.16. It is our hope that this amount can be gathered in 
ery promptly, although in this amount there is about $40,000 due us from 
hecounts in the flood zone. How much we shall be affected by the real 
Inability of customers to pay and also by the deliberate purpose of some 
nscrupulous people to take advantage of this flood condition to settle their 


bills by bankruptcy proceedings, I cannot now state, 
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“Notwithstanding the flood conditions, we are in good shape, and all we 
ask of the city of Dayton is protection from a recurrence of this awful flood. 

If we were to deduct the $71,790.16, accounts due us, and the cash on hand, 
$1,573.58, a total of $73,363.74, from the indebtedness, it would leave $366,246.14. 

In the year ending April 1, 1910, we spent $75,175.00 for real estate. In 
this same year there was spent for improvements on new offices and machinery 
the sum of $22,710.66, making a total expenditure for that year of $97,885.66 
for these items alone. oe 

In the year ending April 1, 1911, we spent $6,000 on repairing buildings 
and $20,000 on new machinery—a total of $26,000. 

During the year ending April 1, 1912, we paid $14,425.74 for new machinery 
and $4,593.75 on the Arnold lease, a total for that year of $19,019.49, 

In the year ending April 15, 1913, we bought the Fifth Street real estate 
at a present cost of $54,632.24, and paid out for new machinery, $7,336.59, 
making a total of $61,968.83. 


RECAPITULATION. 
For the year ending April 1, 1910......... $ 97,885 .66 
For the year ending April 1, 1911......... 26,000.00 
For the year ending April 1, 1912.......... 19,019.49 
For the year ending April 15, 1913........ 61,968 .83 
Graid<totaloin4 acatne Oe eter $204,873 .98 


It will be seen by these figures that there is a good and legitimate reason 
for the increase in the liabilities of the House over the Preceding quadren- 
nium, 


CASH RECEIPTS FOR THE FOUR YEARS. 


For thesyeat 19091910 ea ee eee, $353,565.17 
Hor the; year 1910-1911 te eee 406,142.97 
Honithe <year- FOLM-19I2 shee: are ee 424,007 .27 
For the’year 1912-1913 4 Se eee 433,880.16 


The total cash receipts from the 
business of the institution for the 


quadren#ium “were 2-4) $1,617,595 .57 
The net cash receipts for the pre- 
ceding quadrennium were ...... 1,283,349 .28 





Making an increase in the net receipts ’ 
for the quadrennium, of......... $ 334,246.29 
Or an average yearly increase of..... $ 83,561.57 
These figures, when compared with the former quadrennium, show that 
the increase in cash- receipts has been greater than in any preceding period, 
and the figures themselves speak for the extension of our business. 
Notwithstanding the fact that the quadrennium has been one of depression 
in the business world, the management rejoices at this showing. 
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OUR MANUFACTURING DEPARTMENTS. 

As this is the first full quadrennium during which we have operated 
under an eight-hour day, we felt the full effect of the reduction in product of 
machinery and the advance in wages, for there was no reduction in wages 
from the nine-hour day to the eight-hour day, as we paid as much for the eight 
as we did for the nine, and I might have been true to facts if I had said more. 
os have, nevertheless, maintained the institution in its healthy financial con- 
sdition. 

During this quadrennium we have instituted a Cost System, which for one 
year especially, the year closing with April 1, 1912, affected the work of the 
House in a marked degree, in that the starting of this Cost System required 
the education of the entire force to its workings. Each individual is now 
required to make a daily report_-of the service rendered. This required con- 
siderable time until the employee was able to fill out his report quickly, and 
the profits of that year were correspondingly affected; but the good results 
of this system are now coming to us, for we have been able to determine 
to almost a sheet of paper what amount of stock has been used on a given 
job, and we can arrive at an accurate conclusion as to the amount of time it 
requires to produce the same job. We are now in a position, or will be when 
once we are over the effects of the flood, to do work as successfully as any 
other establishment of our kind. : 

The Job Printing Department was especially affected by the condition 

just referred to. 
With the exception of two departments, the Lithograph and Bindery 
Departments, all the manufacturing departments of the Huuse made money 
this last year. The Lithograph Department has doubled its business during 
‘the year, and at the same ratio of gain in business will become a very profit- 
able department to the House. This we sincerely anticipate will be true 
within the coming year, although it is a line of business that requires much 
longer time to establish than any other in the printing trade. This is the 
reason why we have not been able to. show a profit in this department 
sooner than we have. The other department, the Bindery, which showed a 
loss this last year, is not supposed to be a money-making department of the 
business ordinarily. It is a necessity in every printing establishment, but it 
would this year, as it has usually done, have shown a profit had the invoice 
‘been made as the board directed. We have in our Bindery a-great many 
“machines invoiced down to the point where they are below market price at the 
present time, and the board recommended that these machines be held at a 
fixed price, considering it unfair to the department to continue making a ten 
per cent. reduction each: year on all machinery; but the superintendent, on 
account of the torn-up condition failed to take advantage of this expression of 
‘the board and took the usual ten per cent. from all his machinery, which, 
in itself, accounts for nearly all of the loss that the department sustained. 
It is true that we are none the poorer by this reduction, but it is difficult for 
any department to show profit under such a rigorous rule. 


OUR OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTS. 
There was due to the House on outstanding accounts April 15, 1913, the 
sum of $71,790.16. This increase in outstanding accounts 1s due to the fact 
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that we are constantly enlarging our clientele and the credit system is on 
the increase constantly. It will require nearly that amount of money to con- 


tinue to do business. With the exception of the flood-zone accounts, we — 


consider them in first-class shape. We are enforcing thé three-months’ rule 
for collections. One of our greatest difficulties is in the collection from some 
Sunday schools and ministers and a few business men, who persist in allow- 
ing their accounts to run longer than they should. Indeed, we have some in 
the classes referred to who are unwilling to settle their accounts every year. 
Again, I wish to call attention to the fact that the annual conferences, by 
taking persons who are unqualified and unfit for service, into their membership, 
thus giving them a financial standing with the House, bring t to us our greatest 
source of loss. I do wish it could be changed. 


THE POWER DEPARTMENT. < 


We are still continuing our arrangement with the Daytun Lighting Com- 
pany for light, power, live steam, heat, etc., for our entire business. How 
long we will continue this plan is a problem which at this time cannot be de- 
termined. 


NEW MACHINERY. 


During the quadrennium we have placed in the different departments 
machinery and fixtures to the amount of $64,462.99. Our equipment, aside 
from the destruction of presses and power plant caused by the flood, is splen- 
did in every way. We are rebuilding five of our presses in the basement 
since the flood, making them quite as good as they were before the flood, 
if not better. This expense of course will come into the flood account of 
next year’s business. 


OUR PUBLICATIONS. 
We give below the circulation of the periodicals at the end of this, as 
well as the former, quadrennium, with the items of gain and loss as shown, 


The Religious Telescope. 


Aprils 12 1900S es ha eee Ca eee ee 22,200 
‘ April 15, 19T3 oon oe vate sao FOS I Dee 21,440 
The Watchword < 
April l9005 ik. pica Sa ek i OE oe 41,500 
Aprils 1521913 Pees ir ene eee Cee 41,000 
: _ Friend for Boys.and Girls. 

Anti 1 10092 iis. . ocotne nie eee ~. 40,150 
APL LO AQIS = veces ocr oh pee eee rae 37,000 
Lessons for Our Juniors 
April’ 4,2:1900 5. ctpek erste eke seein nee ect cee 53,890" 
April: 15,<4913.— uc een eee Ee ee 40,000 
Our Bible Teacher. 

April “1, -1900 svs\.wisieh neers ene 12,345 
Aptili5,: 4913 cis. costaman ee ee ee 10,500 
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: The Otterbein Senior Quarterly. 
AST SU Tan WO) SRA Ne PRN FS A See oo 160,425 


Na ytT eal eee NO arste storia sets adele sis suis scnoabtnmnovenrs 152,000 
The Otterbein Intermediate Quarterly. 

PACD eileen OOO eet erates er csi se eee ee RMI wee 71,180 
et ON es ON ree LL Shia's darlin atts a 61,000 
The Otterbein Home Department Quarterly. 

IAD Hie tae WOOO araoh circa cask Pct ie oa Mae aes 11,100 
ENP ril sd Se TONG GS cress We wrote Nella tlarone tot is uals 12,000 
The Otterbein Adult Quarterly. 

Perit GGO oar eee eee Sergi ts 
Tae Ny RRO Niro cvolodete G sie steweste, saa) srs ees wae sisca' 5 Oh 18,000 

y German Quarterly. 
EAD A Ew os LOO erences ae Wore al eatien saa ie cher tieve Seating 2,500 
FSS? LIS OD SECIS 5 ca hah SLR ER Ego 2,000 


Otterbein Weekly Lesson Leaves. 


piste, LOG: sco has es pana uae) caw ad 20,600 
AGE tail] Maal ignl ili sinc eeastec stash oisheter cscs waledareymete ete erect uetop ates 23,000 
Bible Picture Cards. 

OER STA 2 Cog Sd cE ge 50,135 
PNG) felled eee O i: Sites orate ce aici weatans Sieisel cc She ete ees icce eres 41,000 
Bible Picture Charts. 

Perret eM TOUS a yrkfutabs tate Gaerne Ais Sos orto dy aaoacalehe oe 1,010 
Pee red ORS tee se wt Resi hae Sv Aste yates 850 
Woman’s Evangel. 

TNT USUI anole Rs de Werte sree Se ee 6,600 
eR ICON Case gle i li ee a 11,000 
Quarterly Bulletin. 

PEE aU ae Gis tian wralncctes helesnseryee 20s soe soe ag aot 2,900 
PN 1 Das LOLS a oleh oars. o, oe 2inwTeiey neyo! Spin @ Bea See 2,500 


GRADED LESSON SERIES. 


These figures are for the year ending April 15, 1913: 


First Year. 


Beginners’ TREXES 3 eetone FS CaS COR IPR eee oe ket 167 
Beginners’ Stories. -----. +++ sees e eee e eee e eens 3,833 
Beginners’ Picture Cards...........-.....ee0e, 84 
Primary, Texts.----.---s:-seeesesiiiiseiseeens 183 
Primary Stories.....---..- see ee veer eee eee 3,866 
Junior Texts... 2... cee ee ere tee ee lle ae 131 
Junior Pupils’ Work Books......+..0.e.e0.05- 1,824 
Tntermedtatess Mantlals secret eodetndtivccr sews 74 
Intermtediate -Pupils’ Texts. if csccocce ccc cece. 928 
ETO Ee VLAnal Seinen cree otlaw esta gare die wie re ok 26 
Senior Students’ Texts..ccccicccicieceieeeees owes 383 
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Second Year. 


Beginners’ Texts....-..---eeeeeeeee reece reenes 141 
Beginners’ Stories.....------sssseeeseesseeees 3,386 
Beginners’ Picture Cards..-.-.-++++++seeeeeeees 66 
Primary Texts-..--0-0.se cece ccc sree cvecicree 162 
Primary. Stories jAeskie. aire eenverseersvceatalars See eonsttcas 2,868 
Primary Picture Cards......-.-eseeeeeeeeeeees 7 
Junior Texts... 6s ee ce nce cece cc ccsiw eine tee 159 
Junior Pupils’ Work Books.....-....-+++++ees- 2,262 
Intermediate Manttalsiccs 5 so reisies. «leieve ote whetaso'atereus 54 
Intermediate Pupils’ Texts.......-..s.22..-..- 667 
Third Year. 
Primary Texts ico clvecc c.dte'e icles wine « oinivinis o sinister 8&2 
Primary: -StOries <1... eu eit ed eae 1,656 
Primary Picture ‘Cards......-2.2-6-s0-- eee ei 
Juniors Tescts cil sic lerieie. ei eleieist> eit edsheerl ois ieieqet os 6 lane 88 
Janior Pupils’ Work Books. 0s tsi2-2 220% 2o8 ater 1,320 
Intermediate... Manuwalsec2. sta. cts ee tine 32 
Intermediate Pupils’ “Pextsiaseiins- =» se = 2 votes 418 
Fourth Year. 

Janior “Lexts'.. fics deans see ECE Geer 70 
Junior, Pupils’. Work Booksic. 5 sie We croneye oiveis 781 

Darel 


We have been handling German Sunday-school helps as heretofore. 
have paid the usual subsidy of $500.00 per year to the Ohio German Con- 
ference to help them in the maintenance of the Froeliche Botschafter. 

The losses are heavy on our uniform series of lesson helps. 


entirely to the coming of the graded lessons. 


years ago. 
GAINS 
Home?! Department "© trarterlyi> 45. oak eee ee ee 900 
Adult: ‘Quarterly: 22. cae ee ee eee eee 18,000 
Weekly Lesson: Leavesas- 2i-h eee ere aa ee 2,400 
Woman's Evangel. \s0. 5 0-0. e chee dee eee 4,400 
Graded) Lesson Seriesiovi 02... cb ee oe eee 25,721 
: LOSSES. 
eLESCOPC. Ha lan orcs cea s Pema ake ee eee 4 760 
Watch wordisit ss 5.05.08 cs.05 oo eee ee eee 500 
Prien ds sccp Gels <5 «0.03. nas oe Sen we eee 3,150 
Lessons for Juniors 5.....5. fees ee eee eee 13,890 
Bibles Teachers 3-7)... S260... 2b eee 1,845 
Senior Quarterly 2. .......,..4%0<.cnw cole ates bie nee a 8,425 
Intermeédiate..Quatterly | (...,..25.. Jsuee ae eee eee 10,180 
German. Quarterly. ..........00 0s soenwseeeGhiee Dees 500 
04 


51,421 


We 


This is due 
These we did not have four 
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Sema CCUM er MATOS 24a c eis dune ik sod es ke ca nacs 9,135 
biplemimetune:s@harts cn st o.com ts “a 160 
48,545 
BCA IGE MO CTA OSG ESI mcs saa iis ech eke Re a Deen ead 2,876 


Considering the almost revolutionary change in the Sunday-school litera- 
ture department, we consider the House fortunate not to have had a great 
loss rather than this gain, in the volume of lesson helps sold. 


CHANGE OF THE OFFICIALS OF THE HOUSE. 

It becomes my duty to record the home-going of the president of the 
Board of Trustees and chairman of the Local Committee, Mr. Samuel E. 
Kumler, whose death occurred July 23, 1910. Mr. Kumler was a constructive 
man in all his relations to the Church, and was constantly seeking to better 
conditions and thus help to strengthen the cause of Christ in the world. His 
relation to the Board of Trustees and to the Local Committee and to the 
Agent of the House was such as to impart inspiration and encouragement 
constantly. He was always willing to assume his share of responsibility in 

the management of the institution and never once was he known to place 
upon some one else a burden that he himself could carry. “He came to the 
Board of Trustees, having been selected by the same General Conference 
at which I was elected Agent, and through all the years that he served— 
thirteen in all—he never faltered in his effort to support the management 
in every progressive measure. His leaving was a personal bereavement to 
me, not only as Agent of the House in the losing of an adviser who was 
worth while, but also in losing a friend whose life was a constant help to me. 

‘At a meeting held to elect a successor, Mr. Richard C. Kumler, a son 
of our departed friend, was selected, and he has faithfully and truly under- 
taken the work and has filled the place made vacant by his father’s death 
as well as any one in the world could have done. 

Dr. A. W. Drury was selected as Mr. S. E. Kumler’s successor to the 
office of president of the Board and chairman of the Local! Committee. No 
one better than he could have been selected. He has been stalwart and true 
and faithful in every way in his official relation as the successor of Mr. Kum- 

ler in this important position. 

“Dr. Peter M. Camp, having moved from the city of Dayton to another 
field of service, made a vacancy on the Local Committee. His valuable 
service was always recognized and his going caused regret. Mr. Richard 
C. Kumler was selected to fill this vacancy. 

To the Board of Trustees and the Local Committee I am under great 
obligation for their earnestness and unselfish counsel and constant support. 
I have never in any way, shape or form influenced the selection of a mem- 
ber of thé Board of Trustees by this body, and I want to bear testimony to 
the superior ability of those selected, and I appreciate their hearty cooperation 
‘with me in the toil of these years, a number of them having been in the 
service during the whole period of my incumbency. 
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THE MAIL ORDER AND STORE DEPARTMENTS. 

I quote here from my last annual report as follows: 
“The business of this department for the year has been greatly increageds 
It will be for you to consider at this board meeting what shall be done, 


for this department, including the mail order and the office supply store, : 


both of which were almost eliminated by the flood. The estimate of the 
invoice of this department by those in it was placed at $42,048.92 as against 





$37,456.15 last year. There is remaining of this vast stock a total of. $3,376.- — 


50, $500.00 of which is the valuation placed upon the book plates in the vaults 
in the basement. 
“The mail-order department is of vital interest to the Church, and there 


is afforded an opportunity for its reconstruction, as there are only a few | 


hundred dollars worth of the old stock of this department left—a few Bibles 


and a few books remaining to tell the story. It is my judgment that great 


future is before the mail-order business of the House.” 


The Board ordered at its meeting subsequent to this report, that the 4 


mail-order and store departments be separated, and that both be maintained. 


It is the management’s thought that these departments be carefully rehabili- 


tated in a way that will be advantageous to the Church. It is the pur- 
pose that the store shall not carry more than five thousand dollars of stock 
at any one time, and that the mail-order department shall be confined to the 
actual needs that will meet the wants of the Church, making it purely a ser- 
vant to the Church. This can be done with great advantage to the denomina- 
tion and to the House. In view of the fact that all but a. little over three 


thousand dollars of the stock of these two departments, which were handled 


as one previous to this time, was carried away by, the flood, the House is 
in a position to do just this thing. Both departments have been self-sup- 
porting. 

The following books have been issued ducing the quadrennium: 

“The Social Message of our Lord’—Bishop W. M. Bell. 

“What is a Christian?”—Dr. C. J. Kephart. 

“Winning the Crown”’—Mina Hall Epley. 

“Our Heroes.” Vol. 2—Weekley-Fout. 

“The Sword Unsheathed’”—Dr. J. M. Phillippi. 

“Practical Talks to Soul Winners”—Rev. L. A. MolIntyre. 

“Shakerism”—Dr. J. M. Phillippi. 

“The Better Way’—Dr. J. S. Kendall. 

“The Tithe in Principle and Practice’—Dr. J. S. Kendall. 

“Elizabeth Kumler Miller Poems”—W. M. A 


ISSUED FOR AUTHORS. 
“Experiences of Uncle Jack”—Snyder. 
“Religion of Odd Fellowship”—Sayre. 


“Practical Hygienic Preparation of Foods”—Sherwood P. Snyder. 
“Call of China and the Islands”—Dr. S. S. Hough. 


“Footprints of Abraham Lincoln’—Dr. J. T. Hobson. 
Special edition of the “Lincoln Year Book” for the National Centennial) 
Lincoln Association of the United States. 
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Three separate editions of the “Travels of Hon. W. H. Frizell,—“In the 


Orient,” “Trip around the World,” “Panama and South America.” 


Four volumes of the National Poland-China Association Records. 
The American Polled Durham Herd Book. 
History of Leander Clark College. 


‘Eastman’s Way of Economic Living. 


The Church in Action. Wright. 

Life of Rev. J. G. Baldwin. 

Poems by Hon. Judge Long. 

Poems of the Miami Valley. 
Longstreth Shorthand Book. 
Automobile Anatomy. Lambert. 
Gramometer. Bettes. 

Books soon to be issued: 

A Devotional Volume—Castle. 

The Light of the World—Kephart. 
Torches Aloft—Bell. ‘ 

The Life of Bishop Job S. Mills—Punk. 
I quote here a written report from the superintendent of the Mail Order 


Department: 


“This quadrennium records the ebb tide of the book publications of the 


United Brethren Church. Our Church in its progress has forgotten this 
great field of usefulness. Experts in every phase of practical religious 
work have been developed in the last few years within our own membership 
‘than whom none more qualified to speak and write with authority can be 
found. Only the fact that our talented workers havé been very hard at 
work in the Lord’s vineyard could be a good excuse for this lack of interest 
in our denominational library. 


‘ 


“Viewed from one standpoint, alone, the subject of our book literature is 


of supreme importance. Our leaders who have made great success of some 
phase of Church work owe it to our membership at large to ‘tell their trade 
secrets.’ Thus they will become not only a power in therr local communi- 
ty, but will spread the leaven of their broader experience and keener enthusiasm 
throughout the whole denomination. If these leaders will cooperate with 
our House to the end of building up a creditable denominational book 
literature, it will result in great good to our Church and an increased effi- 
‘ciency along all lines of religious endeavor. 


“Books of some kinds do not sell, no matter how well they may be 


written or advertised. They may treat a subject of interest to only a few 
people, which curtails their possibility of being popular. There is, on the 
other hand, a broad field to be cultivated. This is in the direction of books 
which are needed, demanded every day by Church people. They are working 
in their local church and are meeting obstacles. These obstacles have been 
‘conquered by some one—may be, by you. These workers want to know how 
‘vou did it. By such a method success will beget success and the United 

rethren Church will certainly advance with greater strides than ever be 


fore.” 
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Any one who is interested in this subject, the House would be glad to — 
hear from and I ask the General Conference membership, as individuals as 
well as a body, to assist the House in the production of a creditable, useful 
book literature for our Church. 


OUR HELP. 


I wish to quote here from my last annual report: 

“The management is glad to say that the spirit of the force of the House 
has been splendid during the year. If you will allow me this word, I did not 
intend to speak of it, but having heard some things since I have come here, I — 
feel it is but right that I do—that the old contest of years ago was renewed a — 
few months ago and a demand made that the institution be made purely and — 
absolutely a union house. I have stood where I have for the fatherhood of God 
and the brotherhood of man. A severe test came upon them when they were 
asked to report for work after the flood, and on Saturday, March 29 
a little army of them, with rubber boots, entered into the work of cleaning 
up the debris on the first floor and basement of the House. Faithful men 
from all the departments reported and began this hard and serious job with 
a determination not simply to acquire wages, but to bring the dear old in- 
stitution back to its normal working power. It was a delight to fellowship 
them, and while for nearly two weeks we were compelled, all of us, to de- 
pend upon the outside world for our food (for the management was unable 
to buy anything anywhere) we, nevertheless, gathered about our supplies of 
sandwichés, baked beans and coffee with a hopeful spirit and with a deter- 
mination that meant victory over the difficulties that were before us. I 
have naught but good words to say of the workmen and people who were — 
‘thus associated with me in this effort. Of one I must make special mention, 
‘Mr. E. C. Maeder, superintendent of buildings, who proved himself a hero 
‘in his undaunted courage in the care of the plant day and night. _ It was 
his seeming delight to protect our property, sometimes at the risk of his 
life. He deserves special mention.” 

With the exception of the interruption of the flood, everything was run- 
ning smoothly in the House. Of course we are more or less troubled with © 
demands made by individuals for increased wages and conditions which 
it is hard for us to meet. Some of them we can not meet, and, on that ac- _ 
count, we lose persons from our employ that otherwise we would be glad 
to retain. 


THE NEW HYMNAL. 

Under this item we are glad to report that real progress is being made! 
toward the issuing of a new hymnal, sample pages of which are being used 
in this session of the General Conference. Professor J. P. Landis, D.D., with 
the assistance of a number of coOperators throughout the Church, is pro- 
-ducing what we believe will be one of the very best Church hymnals ever 
published: We are looking forward to good results from this hymnal. 


THE EDITORS. 
It has been a joy to work in fellowship with the editorial force of the 
Publishing House during this quadrennium. There has never been an un- 
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pleasant difference between us during the four years. Their service has been 
earnest and effective, and their fidelity to the responsibility that was placed 
upon them by the Church has been unquestioned. They stand well as edi- 
torial writers among the editorial staff of the country, and I appreciate each 
one of them. 


THE CHURCH. 


As is seen by the report given here, our business has increased in all 
lines. There has not been as much increase in volume of business with the 
Church itself as we would have liked. Yet the business. sustained a slight 
increase in its volume from this source, which gives us encouragement and 
hope that the House will constantly have your consideration and favor. There 
should come a greater support of the literature by the denomination. The 
Telescope could be increased in its subscription list, and, if the old sub- 
scribers could be held, it would soon reach the 35,000 line, where it ought 
to be. The letters and personal expressions of sympathy and hearty sup- 
port that have been received have made the extraordinary burden of the 
past six weeks much lighter. No one knows just what good they have 
done by their words of kindness and promise of help and future codperation 
for a better and bigger publishng house. 


THE EXTENSION OF OUR PLANT. 


As is well known to the Church, it was the plan of the Board of Trustees 
and Agent to erect a new factory plant, but the recent flood has caused us 
to halt for the time being, and wait and see what is done to make certain the 
conditions surrounding our present property. In keeping with this con- 
ception, a splendid location, 23614 feet fronting on Fifth Street, with a depth 
of 135 feet, was purchased. The excavation was quite well along when the 
flood came. The plans are all completed after the most thorough investi- 
gation by committees, who visited New York, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Chicago, 
Cleveland, and St. Louis, and many other cities including visits by your 
Agent to about 175 print shops, taking notes and making records, and nearly 
all these visitations being reported in writing. From this and with the 
*assistance of mechanical engineers and architects, we have been able to work 
out a plan for the most economic handling of all of our work in a new factory 
building. These plans were submitted to contractors and figures were to 
have been in by April 15, 1913, but, due to the flood, the giving in of the 
figures was postponed until the first of June, and at this writing I am not 
prepared to submit estimates as to the probable cost of the building. Nor 
am I in a position to say what the administration may do; only this word, 
which I do not consider out of place—If Dayton is to rise out of its prostra- 
tion, as we who are there confidently believe it will, then it would be well 
for the United Brethren Church to take its place in the front rank among 
‘those who bring about the new Dayton, for then we will benefit by the in- 
fluence of this reorganized life that will certainly make for the betterment 
of the entire city. I do not know whether that is a wild statement or not. I 
have been told that I am wild since I came here. I am waiting, so far as I am 
concerned. 
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Our new factory building on Market Street was built during this quad- 





rennium, and is so constructed as a fire-proof building that it can be con- 


verted into an office building with ease. It is my hope that the future 
will hold for the United Brethren Church one of the greatest investments 


that will bring such a revenue as will make the Church a mighty power with 


its property in the city of Dayton. 


THE AUDITOR’S REPORT. 


I quote here in full from my annual report. 

“Mr. C. L. Hubbard, of Dayton, Ohio, who has been our auditor for a 
number of years, occupying an office in our building, has given particular 
care to the report for this year, and it gives forth its own statement for your 
consideration. I herewith submit same: 

Dayton, Ohio, April 22, 1913. 
Dr. W. R. Funk, Manager the United Brethren Publishing House, 
Dayton, Ohio: 


Dear Sir: Herewith please to find exhibits of assets and liabilities, loss: 
and gain for the fiscal year just closed. Considering the great volume of 


work performed by your courteous accounting department, féw errors were 


made. *The audit disclosed nothing which would impeach the integrity of 


any one. The inventories were accepted as given. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Cc. L. HUBBARD, 
Public Accountant and Auditor. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 


Real MSstatens ose vie eran Ons RS er 86 5 $ 335,800.00 
Fifth Street Real-Estate: (cost to) date)... 4. .nen 54,632.24 
@ifice “Building ici seuss oe ee ee 332,706.75 
BTEC Roe oie ata a aha oe Ne alge SRN Ae 15,687 .59 
Power. Department..c+ nae ne eee see rE es ea teh 9,000.00 
Mail Order Department o. 5. ae se 3,376.50 
Printing, Presse Department pa. eaeetoe $27 374.89 

Job Composing Department .:........ 35,479.18 62,854.07 
Perrodical-«Deparimient.con.a oe ee eee ee 7,378.45 
ADELE OLOCK « Teehell, oecrsacate BES neh ae an ee 1,697.77 
BINGE Y Orgs hoe Tis vce eee eee ke ee 28,788 .88 
Round ry se ors obs. tis a Se eee epee 8,917.08 
Pagrayving Department cea s0Gi.e wa eo eee 6,490. 50 
Lithorraphing - Department t.>... seaknien ee 19,853.85 
Commercial’ Photo Department ................ 1,127 736 
SELES COPE rah 0) ts feva's'.. aUNeiersioniorne Cees Cae Ste, AR 1,629.85 
RVG TE TLULOE Acs, 12cc0e opr de same te ee ea ge 1,010.00 
Sunday-school Literature ........... Sige este he 12,041.49 
Circelatiouw Department tor. os eae 2,210 78 
CUVEE ANEO ovina s skys, San PRES ae 2,350.00 
(renetal . CUEGCE > press somo. 3.0 ho Lee 2,321.00 
Assemibly> Room Dixtures. 3.) .mooseaa ese 500.00 
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SECON a, Ear (SIRS 127 I cl 82.18 


Bate House on Accounts . 225-02. 71,790.16 
Cash, Eom eto OLD 7 irs See oer 1,573.58 


$ 983,821.08 
Accounts payable, April 15, 1913, United Brethren 


Beerautine Gases). oy $ 14,289.48 
Mercowed Noney 2.60025). ) ay 180,320.40 
Bonds eestamdine << t..c6cu hte cc score: 245,000.00 
P Bear Malvities 742k a on: cpiaeess $ 439,609.88 
Assets above all Mapnnies: pti 15.0. 8012. a2. et) Ores le: $ 579,947.61 
Net assets, April | uae aed let ba a eae ea ta I 544,211.20 
é Pe eptmiets costlier rise Post ee eto. ckls ce ge $=353736.41 
Srchep Emeritus’ :..:...........2.0°.. aS eat tet Sener Gees $ 1,875.00 
Meer retina Cenicrence ).0 028s ge 500.00 
Loss Ore neligious>- Telescope, 22 nio seu cs eee ee 1,030.26 
One- half rentals to Church SOCELIEG AUN Seana ed eda rit meet eet 1,400.00 
Other subsidies——blanks,- reports, 9 €b6 vc cod soe o.5s bo obo ccc ens aad 234.49 
Dividends LO MAMMA COMBEEI CES wie ain ches eo oes tic hee a oe 5,000.00 
ere furnished to supetatinuated ministers and their widows 573.00 
es ares ec a $ 10,612.75 
es 76,408. 46 
& Se 
€ (ENE DS ea ae eh Re aes ie Ae eae oe a 87,021.21 
a REDUCTIONS 
By Re Geta OICEa ye oN) cys ch a as Pate oe San SAO 
Mey reduction in invoice ...........0....0.000 00: 3,000 . 00 
By domations, trom Church a1) wi2.28 8.) ons 2,500.00 
F an ee eee $ 41,236.41 
Profits for the year if flood had not occurred ...............-. $ 45,784.80 


__ I want to say, brethren, in submitting recommendations, that I do it with 
an open, frank heart, and with no eo he. feelings, but as I see it after the 
‘sixteen years of earnest and unreserved toil. I make a recommendation and it 


certainly must not be considered as a personal matter. 


= RECOMMENDATIONS. 
I wish to reaffirm some of the recommendations I made to General 
Conference four years ago, for they are vital and need consideration by this 
bod 
: t That the annual conferences be asked to exercise more care in the 
gtanting of credentials to unknown and untried men, through which the 
Publishing House has been a heavy loser on accounts by the credit system. 
2. That ministers be asked to settle accounts with the Publishing House 
quarterly and in no case allow an account to run longer than one year. When 
cs make that last statement, I do not ask you to be arbitrary. There are excep- 
tions to our rules, even in the matter of finance. 
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3. That the sale of all books at anniial conferences be from the Pub- 
lishing Department as such. : ; 

4. L recommend the continuance of the $500 subsidy to the Ohio Ger- 
man Conference for the publication of their paper. AX : 

5. In view of the calamity that has visited the Publishing House, I think 


that all subsidies should be cut to the lowest possible point in order to assist 


the House to rehabilitate itself and thus be in a position to serve the Church 
better during the next quadrennium. 


6. It is my opinion that the appeal made by the Local Committee for — 


aid for the Publishing House, and approved by the Board of Trustees, be 
emphasized by the approval of same by this body to the end that the Church 
may feel the importance of strengthening the House in its great work. 
Respectfully, 
— ; WILLIAM R. FUNK, Publishing Agent. 


Tue Presipent. Will you approve this report and refer it to 
the Committee on Publishing Interests ? { 
On motion of Rey. J. T. Foster the report was so referred. 
Tur Presipent. This includes both reports—that of Doctor Drury 
for the Trustees, and of the Agent. What is your further pleasure? 
Is the Sunday-school Secretary ready to report? If you have no | 
objection, Colonel Cowden will now make his quadrennial report. ; 
Colonel Cowden then read his report, as follows: 


GENERAL SECRETARY'S QUADRENNIAL REPORT. a 
To the Twenty-sixth General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ. 
Dear Brethren and Sisters:—In making this twelfth quadrennial report 
of the operations of this Board for the period ending this date I want first of 
all to record my gratitude to the great Father of us all for the marvelous way 


in which he has led us up to this moment. Truly his forbearance is won- 
derful. 


Mempers Composina Boarp. 


The Board of Control of Sunday School, Brotherhood and Young Peo- 
ple’s Work, as created by the last General Conference, was composed as fol- 
lows: H. M. Ambrose, A.M.,; Mr. G. W. Barrett, Mr. O. P. Beckley, C. W. 
Brewbaker, D.D., M. A. Honline, Lit.D., J. G. Huber, D.D., A. A. Maysilles, 
A.M., J. M. Phillippi, Ph.D., and C. W. Reeard, D.D. To these were added 
the following as members ex officio: Wm. M. Bell, D.D., T. O. Carter, D.D., 
N. Castle, D.D., Col. Robert Cowden, H. H. Fout, D.D., W. O. Fries, D.D., 
W. R. Funk, D.D., G. M. Mathews, D.D., J. S. Mills, D.D., H. F. Shupe, D.D., 
and W. M. Weekley, D.D. se 

Within four months following the adjournment of the Conference Bishop 
Mills, who was already very ill, passed on to his reward and his place on this 
board was never filled. This body will honor itself by giving suitable expres- 
sion of its appreciation of his great character and worth in a memorial service. 
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ORGANIZATION. , 


Before leaving Canton, Ohio, the Board met and organized by electing 
Dr. Huber, president and Dr. Phillippi, recording secretary. 


: ADDITIONAL SECRETARY. 

-The Conference made it the duty of the Board to elect an additional sec- 
retary who should have charge of the great Men’s Movement then in its be- 
ginning. The movement had been on and had attracted attention but had never: 
been officially recognized nor organized. Very soon Mr. O. P. Beckley; who 
had been among its early promoters was chosen to this office but declined 
promptiy. Dr. Brewbaker was then elected and he too, after deliberation,. 
declined the position. It was about sixteen months after the Conference 
adjourned before an acceptable secretary was found in the person of Rey. 
W. L. Bunger, until then, for nearly eight years pastor of the -Riverdale 
eharge in Dayton, Ohio. He took hold of the work in great earnest and 
served two years, resigning October 31, 1912, to accept the pastorate of the 
First United Brethren Church in Greensburg, Pennsylvania. He had been 
charged by the Board, through its executive committee, with the care of the 
Young People’s work as well as of the Brotherhood. Since his resignation 
Dr. Huber has given attention to the Brotherhood and Dr. Shupe to the 
Young People’s department, both without salary, and both receiving the 
eoéperation and assistance of the general office. 


New Orrice Createp AND FILuen. 

In March, 1910, the executive committee appointed Prof. M. A. Honline, © 
Director of Religious Education in our denomination. He has been abroad 
in the Church very ably advocating the higher education of, especially, our 
teaching force in the Sunday school. He has won the admiration of all peo- 
‘ple wherever he has been heard, teaching the Bible and insisting on psycholog- 
ical knowledge of the pupil and the observance of pedagogical principles in 
teaching. 

Our Part in THE Men and Renicion MoveMEN’. 

The Men and Religion Forward Movement, led by Rev. Fred B. Smith, 
besought us for the services of both Prof. Honline and Mr. Bunger and we 
permitted them to go. Both distinguished themselves among that company of 

experts, Professor Honline as instructor in the Bible and as a team leader and 
Mr. Bunger as conservation secretary for all the teams. Our denomination 
was thus brought into very favorable notice all over our country. 


EDUCATIONAL SECRETARIES. 


At the time of the last General Conference we had. employed as Educa- 
tional Secretaries, Rev. E. CO. Petry and his wife, Stella Petry, and also Rev. 
L. L. Epley, all of whom were rendering excellent service. The latter was dis- 
continued on the expiration of his term of employment in order to reduce the 
expense of the Sunday school department and make provision for the two new. 
interests to be cared for, namely, Brotherhood and Young People’s Work. 
After August 31, 1911, we also let Mr. and Mrs. Petry go to accept a pastorate 
in Kansas City, Kansas. As a consequence there is a heavy falling off of 
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results in the teacher-training department which had been so successfully 
prosecuted by them. 


Founps ExHausteb. 





The Board found its funds exhausted in the middle of the quadrennium fh 


and was all the more ready to permit Messrs. Honline and Bunger to serve 
the Men and Religion Movement and receive their compensation from them. 
For the same reason Prof. Honline has been serving the International 
Y.M.C.A. as their Director of Religious Education for the last twelve 
months. He holds his position with us but has worked for and been sup- 
ported by them. 


Donation oF SunpAY ScHoon-SupPPuizs. 


Our donations of Sunday school literature to new and mission schools 
amounted to $7,702.47 for the time included in this report. 


Executive ComMMITTrER. 

The General Secretary counts full time in the employ of the Board though 
for about half the time he was in feeble health. He had the sympathetic 
support of the executive committee all the time. For most of the time that 
committee held regular meetings on stated days. Its personnel was as fol- 
lows: H. H. Fout, chairman; H. F. Shupe, secretary; W. O. Fries, W. R. 
Funk, M. A. Honline, J. G. Huber and Robert Cowden, members. 


DeETAILED STATEMENT OF GENERAL SECRETARY. 

The following figures.express the activities of the General Secretary dur- 
ing the four years’ term: Days employed, 1,461; miles traveled, 46,533; insti- 
tutes held, 15; conventions assisted, 22; annual conferences attended in person, 
28; committee meetings of Ohio State Sunday School Association attended, 9; 
single addresses delivered on special occasions, 122. : 


EXPENSES OF THE WorK. 

The expenses of this and the office work were: Travel, $1,405.36; postage, 
$2,837.95; stationery, $205.71; express, $57.35; telegraph, $28.85; extra help 
in office, $213.17; various small amounts, $42.15; total $4,790.54. Salary of 
stenographer, $2,057.50. Salary of General Secretary, $8,000.00. Grand 
total, $14,848.04. 


Receipts FROM THE Work. 

The receipts coming into the secretary’s office were: From offerings in 
institutes and otherwise, $580.47; from teacher-training fees, $852.17; from 
sales of teacher-training books, $669.09; from sales of supplies, $518.26; from 
various small items, $26.84; total receipts, $2,646.83. 

I ought to stop here to say what I have just observed while reading—the 
difference between the donations for literature for new schools in my report 
and Bro. L. O. Miller’s. It is accounted for in this way: Doctor Funk agreed 
generously to give a discount of one-third off for donations to new schools for 
a limited time, and I have not given him credit in the receipts for that amount. 
My report includes the whole amount, including the sales prices, and Brother 
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Miller paid only the amount subscribed, not less the discounts that Doctor 
Funk donated from the House. I ought to have stated it. I overlooked it. 


REPRESENTATION IN ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 
Each year our board was represented in all or nearly all our annual con- 


_ ferences and received at each respectful hearing. 


CHILDREN’S Day. 
The amounts received on Children’s Day each year aggregate $15,788.77, 


_ which is $5,248.96, or about fifty per cent. more than was received during the 


last quadrennium, which was the best ever up to that date. This is hopeful. 
We observe our Children’s Day annually on the first Sunday in June that we 
may teach our children to always keep in mind the birth of our great denomi- 
national founder and our first bishop. This year of grace marks also the 
centenary of his coronation and we are appealing to all our people and our 


_ schools to make Children’s Day this year an occasion of unusual interest. 


TEACHER- TRAINING. 


We continue to keep the idea of teacher training foremost and topmost 
among our constituency through correspondence, calling frequent attention 


to the slogan of the International Sunday School Association: “No untrained 
teacher after 1914.” That means that when the clock strikes the hour of 


twelve at midnight of December 31, 1914, the door will be shut against the 
untaught and untrained teacher as a teacher. 
That makes it the duty of a hundred thousand of our people to get in 


line immediately and take the touch of elbows and the step of the marching 
column of progressives. Like Malachi in his closing words we begin to see 


the rays from the rising sun that will introduce the greatest day. in Sunday 


school work that was ever yet known. See Mal. 4: 1-3. 


32 ORGANIZED QOLASSES. 

We now have 2,449 classes organized in the adult division, women, 954; 
men, 907; and mixed, 588; 409 in the secondary division; and 188 in the ele- 
mentary division. That is 2,513 more organized classes in all divisions than 


- we had four years ago. There is significance in the fact that classes prop- 
_ erly organized seldom disorganize. It grips them and holds them as nothing 
~ else that is merely human ever has. We strongly insist that all our classes in 


the secondary and adult divisions organize just as soon as they can. Weare 


_ always prepared to furnish, free, the necessary information and printed forms. 


Erriciency STANDARDS. 
We have erected a Standard of Efficiency for all our schools toward which 


all may aspire and many are aspiring and some have reached and have thus 
become front line schools. This standard contains twelve essential points. To 


encourage effort on this‘line we give a beautiful certificate to every school that 


‘attains the sixth (Children’s Day observed and an offering) and any other 


three points additional. A thousand of our schools are entitled to this certi- 


‘ficate. It has created much interest without any known criticism. 
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WuiRLWIND CAMPAIGN. 

In April, 1911, we conducted a “Whirlwind Campaign” of high-grade 
institute work in which all our general teaching force were concentrated, 
namely, Rev. E. ©. Petry, teacher training specialist; Mrs. Stella Petry, 
teacher in elementary grades; Prof. M. A. Honline, in religious education, 
and Rev. W. L. Bunger, in brotherhood and young people’s work. I might say, 
the first one was held in this church. We covered in that month the States 
of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia, or 
more than three-fourths of the membership of the Church. It was well received 


and would have been repeated had not the health of the General Secretary 
failed. 


TESTIMONIALS. B 
Every one of my assistants and co-laborers in office and field was not only 


competent and in a high degree efficient but was perfectly harmonious with _ 


each other and with me. In many respects it was the most satisfactory to me 
of all the nine consecutive quadrenniums I have seryed. The same is true 
also of the General Board and of the executive committee. May God bless 
them all. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


I am sure this General Conference will see the absolute necessity of 
strengthening this board with vastly increased resources. Twenty thousand 
dollars annually with which to begin the new quadrennium is a conserya- 
tive amount to expect. Too long we have been trying to make bricks with- 
out. the necessary supply of straw.. The Church rightly expects this depart- 
ment to be its chief recruiting ground in future as in past years. But on 
the mere pittance of a three-cent-per-member assessment, made only annu- 
ally, and only half of that actually paid, it is impossible to produce results 
that are creditable. Brethren and sisters, I confidently expect you to see as 
I do the gravity of the situation that confronts us at the present hour and 
provide for it. 

Most cordially and respectfully your servant, 

- Ropert Cownen, 
General Secretary. 


But I want to read also the additional reports made by my assistants in 
the office and field, Doctor Shupe and Doctor Huber, both of whom served for 
a limited time, that is, took charge of these departments but for a limited time 
after the resignation of Brother Bunger. 


Hicu Ports ww Curistian Enpravor Progress In THE Unitep BreTHReN 
CHURCH. 


As acting secretary of the Young People’s Work, I have the honor of 
bringing to you a brief report of the Christian Endeavor Work. 
- 1. The number of societies and membership have been steadily main- 
tained during the quadrennium. This is a notable achievement in view 


of the period of life dealt with in the Endeavor work and of voluntary 
character of the work. 
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The figures for the quadrennium are as follows: 


Senior Members Junior Members 

4 1909 1 5DT 62,886 - 553 24,002 
1910 1,496 62,064 558 22,559 

1911 1,574 68,358 562 99,155 

1912 1,613 66,707 565 99, 418 


The total number of societies is 9 178, with 89,125 members. 

This shows a gain in Senior societies of 56, about three and one-half per 
-cent.; a gain of 3,821 in Senior membership, about one-half per cent.; a gain 
of twelve i in Junior societies; a loss of 1,584 in Junior members. The Board 
of Control set as a goal for the quadrennium, an increase of ten per cent.; 
this has not been realized, but to maintain the numbers is evidence of a 
vigorous life. 

2. The income of this department derived from the societies them- 

selves is as follows: 


Dues © Anniversary Day Offerings 
1910 $ 452.40 
1911 467.38 $1,037 .36 
1912 454.13 669.79 
1913 431.78 896.60 
Total $1,805.69 $2,608.75 


Total from both sources $4,409.44. 
E While no strict accounting was kept with each department operating 
under the Board of Control of Sunday school, Brotherhood, and Young Peo- 
ple’s Work, I believe the Young People’s Societies paid into the common 
fund more than was expended for distinctly Christian Endeavor work dur- 
ing the quadrennium, the societies thus keeping up their record of paying 
for their maintenance, and promotion. J mention this here as a matter of 
history, and not as an argument that the societies should be compelled to 
finance their extension and promotion work, any more than that the Sunday 
schools should provide all the funds for financing that department. 

°3. During the quadrennium, the direction and promotion of the Chris- 
Bean Endeavor work has been under the Board of Control, elected by the 
General Conference. This is the first period in the twenty-three years of 
history of the Young People’s work during which it has been managed 
directly by the General Conference. Concerning the present plan, I make 
these observations: (a) As a means of legislation for the Young People’s 
work, it is satisfactory. (b) It is economic, in that one board deals with 
several departments. (c) The office work of several departments is satis- 
factorily conducted by one office force and with a rental expense of but one 
office. (d) A wholesome degree of unification of several departments is se- 
cured. 

The present. plan is not satisfactory, in my judgment, in these particu- 
lars: (a) There is a lack of clear definition, as to the functions of the general 
secretary of the Board of Control. (b) There being but one executive 
committee for three great interests, there is a consequent lack of definiteness 
‘of attention to details. At this point, unity is secured at the expense of 


107 
| KE . 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


efficiency. (c) The salaried secretaries should be elected by the General 
Conference for the sake of securing a greater degree of codperation. 

4, The employment of a secretary on a salary has been tried for the 
first time in the history of our Young People’s work. The secretary elected — 
was to divide his time between the Christian Endeavor interests and the 
promotion of the Brotherhood work. ; 

In September, 1910, Rev. W. L. Bunger was elected secretary of Brother- 
hood and Young People’s Work, serving until November, 1912. Owing to 
an urgent request from the Men and Religion Movement for his services 
and to the problem of financing the departments, Mr. Bunger was loaned to 
that movement, first for one-half time and later for whole time, he keeping 
in touch with his church work in the office and in the field. He was capable 
and inspiring, and during the time he was able to give most attention to the 
Christian Endeavor interests, the finances and the activities of the societies 
show the advantage of having a secretary who can serve in the field. On 
the resignation of Mr. Bunger, I was again made acting secretary, which 
is a relation implying the responsibility for carrying on the work, but 
without authority to plan extensively and without salary. The capable 
and faithful services of Miss Mary McGinnis, the office secretary of the 
Board of Control, has made this work possible. Special credit is due Miss 
McGinnis for attention to the details of the Young People’s Department | 
during the quadrennium. 

5. The exaltation of the Branch Christian Endeavor Unions to a more 
amportant place, has been a feature of the quadrenniwm’s development. The 
General Convention, formerly held biennially and serving the double purposes 
of being a legislative body and a popular convention, was discontinued when 
it was rendered unnecessary as a legislative body by the General Conference 
taking over the control of the Young People’s work. 

The convention feature of the former gathering was continued and 
extended by special training work done in the Branch Conventions. The 
Branch Conventions reach many more than did the Biennial Convention, 
and they get nearer to the local societies. The Board of Control proposed 
to provide special Christian Endeavor institute instructors in the Branch 
Conventions on condition that they be grouped so as to save traveling ex- 
penses and that from three to five periods of forty-five minutes each be as- 
signed for institute training. Quite generally the Branch officers at- 
tempted to meet these conditions, but soon it became apparent that the 
Board was being put to considerable expense in supplying gratuitous sery-_ 
ice in Branches that could not or would not conform to the grouping plata 
From fifteen to twenty-two conventions were supplied with institute workers — 
free each season. __This service was rendered by the Christian Endeavor | 
Scaete the president of the Board of Control, the Director of Religious | 
‘ducation, the Christian Stewardship Secretary, the editor of the Watch- _ 
word, and others, all giving their services gratuitously. 

One result of this movement has been the greatly increased attention — 
to distinctively Christian Endeavor work in the Branch conventions, in- 
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many of which Christian Endeavor plans, methods, and inspiration had been 
overshadowed by other interests. 

The proposition to provide free this institute training was made in lieu 
of the former Biennial conventions. It has developed that the matter of 
meeting the expenses is a serious one, and the new management will have 
the problem to deal with. 

Here let me remind you that the Branch Christian Endeavor convention 
is one of the important agencies in operation in our Church for promoting 
denominational intelligence, loyalty, and effectiveness, and that the general 
Church owes a great debt to the capable and consecrated men and women 
who so efficiently officer the Branch Unions. They do their work without 
compensation and for love of the youth and of the Church, and the General 
Conference well can afford to legislate generously for them, that their ac- 
tivities may be eontinued and extended. In this realm of activity, the serv- 
ice of a Christian Endeavor secretary would be invaluable. 

6. The Junior work has continued an effective department. In the 
earlier part of the quadrennium, the superintendency of the Junior activi- 
ties continued under Mrs. G. W. Kitzmiller, always interested and capable. 
Later Miss Ida M. Koontz, a student in Bonebrake Seminary, was elected 
Junior superintendent, and she has been emphasizing this interest through 
the usual channels, giving special attention to the scientific basis of Junior 
work. Until the Protestant church has part of the day-school period for 
religious instruction, we must increase our attention to the Junior society 
as affording at least one hour for religious training on the part of the 
church. This aspect of the case ought to give the Junior society a dignity 
‘and importance that perhaps many of you now do not assign to it. 

_ At the last General Conference the Junior societies were assigned as a 
field for cultivation by the Woman’s Missionary Association. The Board 
of Control has sought to codéperate in every way possible with the Woman’s 
Missionary Association in making effective this relation, but with what 
success it is for the Association to say. 

i 7. From the first the one financial contribution of the General Con- 
ference to the promotion of the Young People’s work has been the establish- 
ment and financing of the Watchword, as the organ of the Young People’s 
ocieties. During the quadrennium this paper has had a sustained cir- 
sulation of about 41,000. The Watchword provides helps on Christian 
Endeavor topics, suggests plans for Christian Endeavor activities, reports 
the work done by the societies and Branches, and keeps before the young 
people the enterprises and institutions of the denomination. 

8. The outstanding features of Christian Endeavor inspiration derived 
from the International Ohristian Endeavor movement have been the “In- 
crease Campaign” and the “Efficiency Campaign.” In both movements 
our societies have had a share. A specially prepared leaflet on the “Ef- 
ficiency Campaign” was issued for our societies, and the Branches generally 
have taken up the plan, which is the most practical and helpful special 
movement that the United Society of Christian Endeavor has devised. I 
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understand that the “Efficiency Campaign” will be continued at the coming 


International Convention at Los Angeles. _ y : : : 
Our societies are fortunate in being in active codperation with the 


international movement. The number of our societies has secured for us © 


an additional denominational trustee, and on the nomination of the Board 
of Bishops, Bishop W. M. Weekley was made a trustee of the United 
Society, it being the desire of the United Society that a Bishop be elected. 
The other two are Dr. J. G. Huber, an ex-officio trustee, being president of 
the Board of Control, and the acting secretary, who has been a trustee con- 
tinuously for over eighteen years. Dr. Cc. W. Recard will have a prom1i- 
nent place on the Los Angeles Convention program. a 

9. This department sought to aid the Branch Unions by proposing a 
scheme of points and credits for attaining certain standards, as follows: 


(a) five points for every one per cent. increase in the number of societies, — 


both Senior and Junior; (b) five points for every one per cent. increase in 
the membership, both Senior and Junior; (¢) one point for every one per 


cent, of the societies paying annual dues; (d) one point for every one per 


cent. of societies sending an anniversary offering; (e) one point for every 
one per cent. of societies represented by delegates in the Branch conven- 
tions; (f) five points for the Branches employing some scheme of standards 
for the local societies. 

The working out of this plan developed some unexpected elements in the 
matter of percentages, especially in giving the very small Branches undue 
advantages. This led to the grouping of the Branches in classes, with 
respect to the number of societies. The highest number of points reached 
in each class is as follows: : 


Branches having ten societies or less, Georgia 1,090 points; having eleven — 


j 
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to twenty societies, Minnesota, 295 points; having twenty-one to thirty socie-— 
ties, California, 252 points; having thirty-one to fifty societies, Neosho, 174 
points: having fifty-one to seventy-five societies, Erie, 254 points; having — 
seventy-six to one hundred societies, Southeast Ohio, 400 points; having 


over one hundred societies, Sandusky, 236 points; Branches in foreign fields, — 


4 


the Philippines, 730 points. The three highest are Georgia, the Philippines, 


and Southeast Ohio. 

1050 -E he most substantial and most important feature of Christian 
Endeavor progress in the United Brethren Church is that which cannot be 
reported hy statistics—the enlistment and training of young people; the 


recognition of obligations to Christ and the church and the acceptance of_ 


responsibilities; the fostering of the graces of prayer and service; the develop- 
ment of natural telents and of executive abilitv; the cultivation of loyalty 
to the United Rrethren Church and of fellowship with all Christians. 

The general secretary of the Board of Control has given cordial support 
to every advance movement of the Young People’s department. The mem- 
bers of the Executive Committee have not refused anything that their judg- 
ment commended and the Young People’s department has shared their 
sympathetic attention. H. F. Suups, 


Acting Secretary Young People’s Department. 
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BrorHErHoop. 

November first Dr. J. G. Huber entered upon his duties as acting Secre- 
tary of the Brotherhood. He has spent a part of almost each day in the 
office attending to correspondence and other office work. During the five 
months of ineumbeney fifteen Brotherhoods were organized and received the 
beautiful charter prepared by our office. 

Brotherhood Day was quite generally observed throughout the Church, 
many reporting large attendance and fine interest. Quite a number responded 
with generous offerings, but not in proportion to the expectations of optimistic 
Brotherhood men. The acting Secretary had many calls from the field to 
make addresses at men’s rallies and banquets, etc., but he was able to fill 
only a part of these, because of his duties in Bonebrake Seminary. 

Wherever wise, tactful and persistent pastors codperate with a few aggres- 
sive laymen in the Sunday school and in the. church the Brotherhood move- 
ment can be and is made a far reaching power for good among our people. 
In many of our churches this work, under various names, is being carried 
forward and bringing up achievements in the kingdom of God that are not 
tabulated, but which are no small factor in the salvation and upbuilding of 
men through Bible study and various forms of religious activity. 

We trust the General Conference will make adequate provision for the 
great untrained but promising force of men who are members of our Church 
or interested adherents. — Ropert Cowpen, General Secretary. 


Great. applause followed his report. J : 

Tus Preswent. Will you approve this report and refer it to 
the Committee on Sunday Schools? 

On motion of Rev. L. L. Epley, the report was so referred. 

Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. I wish to ask a 
question. At the top of page six of this report, in reference to the 
following: “That means that when the clock strikes the hour of 
twelve at midnight of December 31, 1914, the door will be shut 
against the untaught and untrained teacher, as a teacher.” Are 
we to consider that as an incentive or a serious fact? 

Contonet Cowpven. As a serious fact. 

Docror Foster. That might be true as we understand here, but 
that will\hurt in some points. I find, in some places, we are having 
trouble in getting teachers now. We are having trouble in the out- 
skirts in getting teachers to take. the teachers’ training course. That 
is the reason I asked the question. 

Dr. S. W. Paut, of East Tennessee Conference, at this point moved 
to adjourn, which was seconded. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. May I have the attention of every delegate? 
On account of the flood we were not able to get through the Engrav- 
ing Department the pictures, nor were we able to issue, as Doctor 
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Phillippi has announced, the pictorial edition of the Religious Tele- 
scope, but we do want the pictures of all the delegates in the min- 
utes of the General Conference. I have a plan that I think would 
be very satisfactory to you, and it will be new as well—let each dele- 
gation here have a picture taken, as a delegation—each conference 
delegation. The Publishing House will bear the expense of this. 

The Arion Quartet then favored the Conference with “Shall I 
Crucify My Savior?’ This was received with such applause that 
the Conference was then favored with “Blessed Savior, Be Thou - 
Near Me.” Rk 

The motion to adjourn was then put and adopted, and benediction 
pronounced by Dr. W. H. Washinger, .of Pennsylvania Conference, 
and Conference stood adjourned until three o’clock p.m. of this day. 


SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


3:00 p.m., Frmay, May 9, 1913. 

The Conference opened with Bishop Carter in the chair. 

After singing “Nearer, My God, to Thee,” Dr. J. E. Shannon, of 
White River Conference, read the fourth chapter of Paul’s letter to 
the church at Ephesus, and two divisions of the fifth chapter, after 
which Conference stood and Dr. J. E. Shannon led in prayer. 

Tue Present. The General Conference will be in order. Is 
there any miscellaneous business at this time which you wish to 
present ? , 

Bisnorp WEEKLEY. Mr. Chairman, I have a paper which I would 
like to offer, and I would like for the members of the North Kansas 
Conference to second the motion I shall make to adopt this paper by 
rising in their places at the proper time. 


Wuereas, Rev. J. H. Snyder, D.D., of North Kansas Conference, 
has served as reading secretary of seven consecutive Conferences 
immediately preceding this, therefore, be it 

Resolved, As the sense of this body that we express our high ap- 
preciation of his valuable contributions to so many of our quadren- 
nial associations, praying that the great grace may be upon him, 


comforting his heart and sweetening his life as he tarries for the 
coming of his Lord.” 


I move the adoption of this paper, Mr. Chairman. 


The North Kansas delegation arose, seven members present, and 
seconded the motion, ‘ 
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Tus Presipent. You have heard these appreciative words con- 
cerning the splendid work for so many years as General Conference 
Secretary, of Doctor Snyder. Those who will adopt them will signify 
same by standing. 

The Conference arose and the said resolution was unanimously 
adopted. 

Tur Present. Are there any other miscellaneous matters? 

_Bisnor Marnews. Mr. Chairman, I want to call your attention to 

a very serious omission in the quadrennial address. The death of 
Rey. L. O. Oyler, of St. Joseph Conference, was not noted. There 
may be some others. This name will, of course, be referred to the 
Committee on Memoirs. 

Tur Presipent. His name will go to the Committee on Memoirs. 
Is there any other similar matter? 

Dr. W. R. Func. Mr. President, a photographer asked whether 
the General Conference would like to have a large picture of the 
body like we had at Canton. I do not know what your wish is in 
the matter. It is for you to decide. 

Secretary Keprev. I would like to move that the Conference re- 
quest Doctor Funk to arrange with the photographer for the taking 
of such a picture. 

Seconded. 

Tip Present. It is moved and seconded that Doctor Funk ar- 
range with this photographer to take a picture of the General Con- 
ference at such time as may be provided. 

The motion was adopted. 

Tun Presipent. Rev. I. W. Bearss, of Florida, of the Georgia 
Conference, has brought some precious, tropical fruit that I would . 
like to place on the table at this time, and remember that the large 
pineapple is intended for Colonel Cowden. 

Rev. I. W. Bearss, of Georgia Conference. If the Conference 
please, I might hold it up for you to see it. It will be here for the 
people to look at, [Laughter.] and when you get done looking at 
it, the pineapple is for Colonel Cowden. If you can persuade him 
to divide up with you, I have nothing to say. There is a lemon in 
there that will make lemonade enough for a common-sized Woman’s 
Aid’ Society. [Applause. ] 

Tur Preswent. If there be no other miscellaneous business, we 
will take up the report of the Committee on Rules of Order. 


113 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


At this point printed copies of the report of the Committee on 
Rules were distributed to the delegates. 

Tue Presipent. I will ask Brother J. L. Senseny, Superintendent 
of the United’ Brethren Publishing House, to make a statement just 
now concerning those printed rules. 

Mr. J. L. Senseny. Mr. President, those printed rules are in- 
tended only for the delegates, and, as the Conference considers this 
report, any changes will be noted on your copy, and then afterwards, 
if changes are made, or are not made, these reports will come back 
in a more permanent form so as to be conveniently used during the 
entire session of the Conference. : 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake, of Oregon Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
move the adoption of these rules seriatum. 

Said motion was seconded and adopted. 

Secretary Keppel then read the report of the committee. 

The rules were then adopted as a whole. 

Tue Presipent. It seems important at this time for the Com- 
mittee on Oredentials to get in its report. 

Rey. J. E. Grimes, of St. Joseph Conference, Chairman of the 
Committee. Doctor McLaughlin, of Nebraska Conference, will read 
the report of the Committee on Credentials. 

Doctor McLaueuiin. The Committee on Credentials submits the 
following partial report: 


We recommend that the following alternate delegates be seated in 
‘the place of the regularly elected delegates: 

Chas. J. Hall, alternate for R. CO. Kumler, of Miami Conference. 

kK. T. Millard alternate for B. H. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. 

A. L. Lessley alternate for O. P. Beckley, of East Pennsylvania 
Conference. 

W. N. Keesy alternate for D. M. Allen, of Sandusky Conference. 

J. W. Ruth alternate for E. D. Miller, of Allegheny Conference. 

W. F. Hursh alternate for E. F. Crites, of East Ohio Conference. 

J. T. Criss alternate for G. E. Bennett, of West Virginia Confer- 
ence. 


AB: Clark alternate for Mrs. N. A. Hinkley, of Oregon Confer- 
ence. 

G. E. McDonald alternate for F. H. Neff, of Oregon Conference. 

Mrs. A. C. Elliott alternate for Mrs. J. B. Clark, of Iowa State 
Conference. 

J. W. Gilley alternate for J. H. Walls, of Indiana Conference. 


W. H. Mead alternate for Mrs. Alta Miller, of North Kansas Con- 
ference. - 
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F. J. 8. Robinson alternate for Mrs. G. M. Myers, of White River 
Conference. 

John Yust alternate for W. S. Bradshaw, of Southwest Kansas 
Conference. 

We further recommend that John E. Patton“be seated as minis- 
terial delegate from the Chickamauga Conference. 


Dr. W. O. Fries moved to adopt this report. 

Seconded. 

The report of the Committee on Credentials was then adopted. 

R. H. Bennerr, Ese., of Neosho Conference. Mr. President, I 
want to ask a question for information. What action, if any, has 
been taken by this body as to the status of a delegate .regularly 
elected to this Conference, where no alternate takes his place? The 
report of the committee, as I understood it when reporting upon these 
cases was where alternates were seated. What action has been taken 
that recognizes the regularity of.the election or the action of the 
’ Board of Tellers fixing the status of the other brothers. 

THe Present. The chair would say that the issuance of a cer- 
tificate of membership to this General Conference is provided in 
all cases. 

R. H. Bennert.» Will the chair be kind enough to tell me where 
I ean find a law of the Church that recognizes that provision, so 
I may be clear upon it? 

Doctor Funk. I think, Brother Bennett has raised a question that 
we ought to consider. J have a certificate over at my room. I have 
not brought it here; I have been derelict in duty. I ought to have 
it and it ought to have been passed to the Committee on Credentials 
of the General Conference. I think the certificates should be pre- 
sented to the Committee on Credentials that they may know who 
are truly and justly members of this body and I think Brother 
Bennett has raised a question that will do good if we will get down 
to business. 

Docror Funxuouser. It is the duty of the Committee on. Cre- 
dentials, not only to receive these certificates, but to examine them 
and make their report accordingly. 

Rev. I. E. Runx, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I want to say that as I left home I said to those around me, 
“Be sure to remind me, that I do not forget my credentials.” Being 
the first time here, I thought probably if I would forget them I 
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would probably have to walk home. I think it proper that the Com- 
mittee on Credentials should pass on every member’s credentials. 

Rev. H. Drat, of Minnesota Conference. I rise to say that I was 
not so derelict in duty as Doctor Funk. 

Doctor Funk. Good. 

Rev. Mr. Deau. For I offered to present my certificate of election 
to this board. They said they would examine such only as had been 
published in the Religious Telescope. 

Docror McLaucuuin, of East Nebraska Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, as secretary of the Committee on Credentials, I would say that 
the Committee on Credentials has examined a number of certificates 
from regular delegates and they will, no doubt, examine more—all 
that they can get, but the committee did not pass upon the regularly- 
elected delegates because there were some names in question and we 
stated that this was only a partial report, and there will be a further 
report from this committee as to regularly elected delegates that 
are here. : 

R. H. Bennerr, of Neosho Conference. Mr. Chairman, the reason 
I asked the question was because they only reported certain ones, 
and that leaves the rest of us without any one passing upon us as 
to our right to be recognized by the body as members of it and I 
thought that the committee could make a report that would affect all 
of these, only such as would not be questioned in some way. I ean 
wait, of course, and keep still until the committee reports and have 
it accepted when offered. 

Rey. I. W. Brarss, of Georgia Conference. Mr. Chairman, I move 
you that the secretary of that committee station himself somewhere 
where we know where to find him. I have carried mine in my 
pocket ever since I have been here, and could have registered it 
any time if I had known where to put it. 

Tue Preswent. There was an announcement of the meeting place 
of the Committee on Credentials. It might be well for the Confer- 


ence to pass action that the chairman of delegations hand in the - 


certificates for the delegations, saving members from gathering in 
the committee-room. 

Secrerary Kerrey. Mr. Chairman, I move you that the list of 
delegates, as written in the list of delegates, and as called by the 
secretary twice, be accepted as the official list of delegates of this 


Conference, subject to such correction as may be necessary by the 
Committee on Credentials. 
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Seconded. 

The motion was adopted. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. I move you we do 
now adjourn. Seconded. 

After announcement of meetings by the various chairmen of com- 
mittees, the motion to adjourn was adopted. 

Benediction was pronounced by Dr. J. H. Patterson, of East Ohio 
Conference. 


THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Saturpay, May 10, 1913. 

Conference opened with Bishop Mathews presiding. 

Rey. C. A. Sickafoose led in singing, after which Dr. A. T. Howard, 
of the Japan Conference, read the first chapter of Colossians, begin- 
ning at the ninth verse, being one of St. Paul’s remarkable prayers, 
and followed with prayer. 

Professor Ruebush then announced song No. 129, “Rock of Ages.” 

THE Presipent. We will now have the pleasure of listening to an 
address from Dr. H. H. Fout, editor of our Sunday-school literature. 

Doctor Fout’s introduction to his written manuscript. was as 
follows: ; 

Doctor Four. Mr. President. I want to speak as best I can in 
behalf of the child. The church’s greatest asset is her heritage of 
-childhood and youth. The use we make of that heritage will deter- 
mine our future as well as our contribution to the kingdom of our 
Lord or the extension or spread of the kingdom of our Lord in the 
earth. Moreover, it involves a trust fund of tremendous responsi- 
bility. One of the most hopeful features of our times, one of the 
most promising uprisings of our times relative to the church of our 
Lord is the new interest in child life that is so very manifest. It is 
modern. There is not a child in all Shakespeare, in Victor Hugo, 
in George Eliot, nor in all the leading authors and writers of the 
past century except the last quarter of the century in which there 
have been written not less than a thousand volumes on child life. 

Applause followed the reading of his address. 

Bisuor Castur. Brethren of the General Conference, I think I 
do not indulge in any invidious distinction in listening to these 
addresses. JI think.I shall voice the good feeling and sentiment of 
every father and every mother in this room. I think I express the 
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wish of every one of you, that this address be put in permanent form 
and into. every home throughout this denomination. [ Applause. ] 

T want to see it scattered world-wide. [Applause.] It is on the 
very line where we need thought, and where we need direction, and 
I ask if it can be so, that this may be considered upon the part of 
those who have it in charge—I shall thank God from my deepest 
heart if the address is ever put in printed form and made a part of 
the Sunday-school literature of this Church. [Applause. ] 

Tur Presipent. The secretary will call the roll of conferences. 

The secretary then called the roll and read the journal of Friday’s 
proceedings. 

On motion of Professor Ruebush, the journal was approved. 

Tur Preswent. Will you hear the presentation of pleas, memo- 
rials, resolutions, and petitions, the conferences being called in alpha- 
betical order? 

Dr. OC. J. Kernart, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, I am 
sure we all listened with most delightful interest to Doctor Fout’s 
address, and I would like to present this motion, if you please. I 
move that the Committee on Church Membership be instructed to 
report a definité statement for the Discipline as to the right of 
children to membership in the Church, in harmony with the truths 
presented in the address of Doctor Fout this morning. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, I second 
that motion. ; 

Dr. D. D. Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I would like to know whether we are going to stand by that 
and the inferences that might be taken from statements this morn- 
ing, that the Church has not hitherto believed in the truth as to the 
benefits of the atonement in completely providing for the salvation 
of the innocent child, and then on the other hand, according to the 
statement made this morning, it is to be understood throughout this 
Church that infants three months old are to be taken into church 
membership. If that is so, it may be likely that the East Pennsyl- 
vania Conference could swell its membership to fifty thousand or 
more within twelve months, but it would not mean much after all 
in the effective service that the Church is supposed to render. 

Now, I am really anxious to know just what it means. Good and 
wise and dear Bishop Castle said, a moment ago, that this address 
is to be published and put into circulation and sent over this Church, 
and of course, if there is to be taken with it the inference that we 
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have not believed these things—I do not know what you have done 
in other sections of the Church—but I want to say to you that in 
the East Pennsylvania Conference, we do believe that, and have 
believed that, and I do not know of any period of this Church’s 
history, or at least in my connection with the East Pennsylvania 
Conference, whén we have not believed that the atonement provides 
for the salvation of the innocent child. I would not like such an 
inference to go out, and I should not like to have it suggested that 
infants three months old are to be taken into church membership 
relation. 

Dr. CO. J. Kepuarr. Mr. Chairman, there is no such thought in the 
resolution that is here presented. _It is simple. It simply relates 
as to what we shall say in the Discipline—the statement in the Dis- 
cipline in harmony with the truth spoken by Doctor Fout. As to 
his own child, it is a matter of personal experience with him—his 
own child. It is not contemplated here, there is no disposition to 
question the attitude of the Church in this, but as Doctor Fout has 
said, we have no statement of the Discipline on these lines. That 
I may be understood now, one of the difficulties that I have met in 
pastoral work is the meeting of parents, who say that my child, 
which may be twelve, fourteen, or fifteen years old or near that, ten 
or twelve—and “my child is not old enough yet,” “I want him to 
wait until he is able to form a judgment for himself,” “I don’t want 
my child to rush into these matters.” I would like something in the 
Discipline expressing the attitude of the Church covering this en- 
tire matter. 

Dr. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I did not hear the address, therefore, there is nothing personal 
in this, but I would like to ask the question whether the Church Dis- 
cipline has ever been out of harmony with child conversion. I have 
never found it so. I have come into contact with a good many indi- 
viduals who seemed to think so, that have gone to some institutions 
-and then came back with the idea that everybody ought to be gathered 
into the Church on the broad plan without reference to regeneration 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

I think’ we have, in our Discipline, Joseph E. Hammond’s idea 
of child conversion, and I want to say with Doctor Lowery, that I do 
not know a single minister in Pennsylvania Conference, nor do I 
know a prominent layman who has not been advocating that it in- 
cludes the benefits of the atonements for children, who have not 
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reached the age of accountability. Payson advocated this, and he 
has gone down in history as a revivalist or evangelist who has seen 
perhaps more children converted to the Lord- Jesus Christ than any 
other evangelist in his time. And he says, “Give the Holy Spirit 
a chance at everybody; do not limit its power, and it operates the 
same upon the hearts of boys and girls as soon. as they are old enough 
to know right from wrong; old enough to love father and mother with 
all their heart; the same in kind though not in degree as upon. the 
heart of the hardened sinners.” I must say, Mr. Chairman, that I-have 
seen, in my own pastorates, too many children happily, thoroughly, 
fully converted to God, to have any other thought than that the Holy 
Spirit does his work upon their hearts even down in the primary de- 
partment as well as in the intermediate and up to the senior depart- 
ments in the Sunday school, and when we surrender ourselves com- 
pletely and fully into the keeping of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
same is true in all the great revivals being held to-day, and I am 
sure Billy Sunday recognizes it, and every other great evangelist in 
the world. 

Dr. C. M. Brooxk, of Oklahoma Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to say a few words preparatory to a motion. I notice that 
our governors, President, and various officials that are doing good 
things under various difficulties, they get all sorts of abuse heaped 
upon them and they pay a good price for the things they are doing, 
and I notice that the churches and reform bodies and good citizens 
are a good deal slower to see what they are doing than to bring 
bouquets of nice utterances and.splendid appreciation to these men. 
In our opening, there were some very commendable things said in 
one way or another concerning the President of the United States 
and his Cabinet. Now, I would move that we instruct our Com- 
mittee on Correspondence to gather these things together and wire’ 
them to President Wilson, President of the United States. And 
another thing, some of us are preachers, and a few of us are preachers’ 
sons. Now, in the town I live in there was a preacher’s son and a 
couple of ‘others got in a mix-up. They got in a store when the fellow 
who was running the store was not in. They got some plunder and 
they hid it in the United Brethren church. It was not a United 
Brethren preacher’s boy, but it was some other preacher’s boy. I do 
not know who the other fellows were, but they all know the preach- 
er’s boy. He had a splendid advertisement; it has gone all over 
several counties. And now we have a preacher’s son as President 
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of the United States, and he is a mighty good one in spite of that 
fact, and because of that fact. [Applause.] So. Mr. President, 
Brother Bishop, I move that the Committee on Correspondence be 
instructed to gather these few sentiments together—the Conference 
will remember what they were—and transmit them, together with our 
compliments, to President Wilson of the United States. 

Seconded. = 

Tue Presipent. Let the chair inquire as to what sentiments you 
refer? 

Doctor Funx. If that refers to the sentiments of the Bishops’ 
address to this body, I certainly favor it, because it was beautiful 
and good. 

Tue Presipent. All who are agreed that this be referred to the 
Committee on Correspondence. [ Voices, Agreed, agreed. ] 

Tue Presipent. We have one with us this morning, a very dis- 
tinguished gentleman, known all over the United States, representing 
a great denomination financially, educationally, spiritually; repre- 
senting all the great forward movements of the kingdom, largely 
with which he is identified all over this country. He spake to us 
and gave us such a reinforcement of our faith last night—gave the 
delegates and ministers who were there a contribution to the richness 
and to the power of our denomination for which we were very grate- 
ful. He is the pastor of a great church in Chicago. The busiest 
pastor, possibly, in the city, preaching two sermons every Sunday, 
teaching a great Bible class and speaking two or three times each 
Sunday and during the week—a very busy pastor—those of us there © 
are surprised that he has the time. We know that he has the men- 
tality to do that work. We know it is a great honor, and we are glad 
for the presence of Dr. J. Baleolm Shaw, pastor of the Second Pres- 
byterian Church, Chicago, Illinois. It is a great pleasure to intro- 
duce him to this Oonference, and he will address the Conference 
at this time. 

Doctor Shaw spoke as follows: 


Mr. President, I saw a squib in one of our Chicago papers the 
other day which purported to be a conversation between a man and 
his wife, and ran something like this: “Do you remember, dear, the 
night I proposed to you?’ And she said, “Oh, yes! I never could 
forget that.” “Well,” he said, “do you remember that after I pro- 
posed to you that you sat for a whole hour and never said a word?’ 
“No,” she confessed, that had entirely slipped her mind. “Well,” he 
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said, “I want you to know that that was the happiest hour of my 
life.” [Laughter.] Cae 

I fear that you might question my veracity Tt should say that 
this is the happiest hour of my life, but I would like to have you 
believe me when I say that I count it among my happiest. T do not 


know why I feel so singularly at home among you. I have come to. 


respect this denomination beyond my power of expression. I wish 
we had some such bishops as you have. [Amen.] I think the great 
defect of the Presbyterian Church is that we are without bishops, 
and if we could only have bishops and keep out the word “episco- 
pacy.” [Applause.] I want to say just a serious word because I 
know that it is not best that I take up your time. I wonder, breth- 
ren, why we do not have a revival of religion. [Yes, yes.] For 
thirty or forty years now we have looked forward to it, and we have 
been praying for it, and in the expectation and prayer we have been 
encouraged by some of the great leaders of the church. The summer 
before Mr. Moody died, he stood on the platform at the great North- 
field Conference and predicted that a wonderful tidal wave of revival- 
ism would sweep over our country. He has been dead nearly four- 
teen years and there has been no sign of such a tidal wave. I am 
persuaded after a country-wide experience, that there isn’t any more 
personal evangelism than there used to be. There is a great deal of 
talk about it. It is a very popular theme. You quite catch the 
religious ear if you talk upon some phase of that subject. The Sun- 
day-school conventions would like to have you speak at least once 
upon that subject. The Christian Endeavorers are always ready to 
applaud you if you will announce your subject as along that line, 
but I think there is no more personal evangelism proportionately 
than there was twenty-five years ago, and I speak as a member of 
our Evangelical Committee and of our communion, having been a 
member from its inception something like eleven years ago. 

I think that the average member does not so much as give a look 
—lift a finger, stir a step, speak a word to lead men out of darkness 
into His glorious light. Now, brethren, what is the matter? I hear 
all sorts of explanations as I go through the country. There are 
some people who say that “it is not God’s set time to favor Zion.” 
I cannot believe that God has any set time in which to stir up the 
church. If there is any obstacle it is not with God. Verily, it must 
. be with us. Then there are other people who explain it by saying 


that “the church is honeyeombed with worldliness and God knows ~ 


his church is very worldly. Yet I think that worldliness is an effect 
rather than a cause. And there are others who declare to us that 
the only reason is because of the want of passion for souls. There 
is a great want of passion for souls, we are all aware of that. 

When I see old Christian Evans drive down through that country 
district and tie his horse to a sapling by the roadside, and then get 
on his knees and finally bring his face actually to the dust, and stay 
there till sunset in prayer, asking for the Holy Spirit’s help in 
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yonder school-house, where he is going to-preach; and as I follow 
Charles G. Phinney up in the central part of New York City, as 
he asks his host to let him sleep that night in a barn rather than in 
a comfortable bed, and see him go up an improvised ladder into the 
haymow and spend the night there upon his knees, beseeching God 
to give him power with sinners, or as I follow Dwight L. Moody in 
that wonderful meeting in New York City, preaching to five and 
seven thousand people, and yet hurrying through that service to 
get into the ante-room to deal face to face with men and-try to lead 
them out into conviction; or as I go home with Henry Drummond 
after those tabernacle meetings, listen outside his door and hear him 
ery out to God, “Oh! help those fellows that I have been dealing 
with to-night”; or as I go through that biography of that blessed 
man who was such a benediction to many of us in Northfield as he 
had been many years ago in Keswick, to thousands of English peo- 
ple; and coming on to that chapter which is entitled “A Passion 
for Souls,” in which he says, down toward the end of his life, “There 
never was a minute when the passion’ for souls didn’t burst irre- 
sistibly in the man’s heart.” 

I think I know what is the matter with me, if it be not the matter 
with you. There is a lack of passion for souls, and yet I cannot 
believe that that is the cause. I count it rather an effect. If you 
will let me tell you in a word what I think is the reason, and the 
chief reason, I should say that it is from the want of what I am 
inclined to call Bible evangelism. We hear of personal evangelism,- 
we even hear of social evangelism; in Chicago last year we heard of 
a hotel evangelism. Now, what do I mean by that? I mean that in 
all these great movements that have been on—some of them have 
been. great--there has been, to my mind, too much dependence upon 
human personality and upon the effect of the mind upcn oratory, 
and I have sometimes thought I might call it hypnotism. It has 
been familiar on the earth; it has been a dependence upon impression 
and upon influence and upon a kind of magnetic influence instead 
of dependence on conviction. 

You cannot get conversion until you produce conviction, [ Voices 
of Yes, yes.] and you cannot get conviction except through the use 
of the truth—“Thy word is truth”—and I have seen men stand up— 
I have great respect for them, I admire the personality of that sort, 
I presume many of them are utterly unconscious of it—but I have 
seen men stand up, before a vast audience, and throw out waves, 
suecessive waves of personality upon that audience, then ask: for the 
raising of hands; and the hands go up. Why, they can get any 
number of hands up. They can get people to come up and shake 
hands with them, and then those meetings are over. Thousands 
of dollars expended upon them and the evangelist goes, and the move- 
ment stops, and the churches hunt around and they say that there 
isn’t a single ship upon the shore that has been washed up by the 


waves of that great movement. 
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Why, if you will pardon me, recently we had one of the great 
English revivalists in Chicago. He stirred the city, his auditorium 
was crowded for a whole month, afternoon and evening, and when 
he went they reported the number of conversions up into the thou- 
sands. There wasn’t a single individual that came anywhere near the 
Presbyterian churches for five or six miles about that great audi- 
torium. 

Now, what was the difficulty? I think there has been too little de- 
pendence upon the unfolding of the Word of God, and the only reason 
why we are not getting some results from these evangelistic meetings 
is because we are building upon a foundation of this kind. But 
we are raising a generation that knows not Joseph, and in about 
twenty years more, unless some of us go back to the preaching of the 
Bible—to expository preaching—and we depend more upon that 
preaching, we will have a generation upon which all the hypnotic 
influence which you can bring to bear will have no influence what- 
soever. [Good.] And you will get no hands raised and you will 
get no people to stand up in meeting. 

I believe, brethren, I am coming to it more and more, that from 
a purely earthly viewpoint, a human viewpoint, it is the greatest 
joy of the ministry to be a Bible preacher. [Amen.] Who are the 
preachers to-day who are attracting thousands? I shall never forget 
the first time I heard Charles H. Spurgeon, speaking to five thou- 
sand people in that great auditorium on a Thursday night, and he ‘ 
preached the Bible, and you were not impressed with anything but 
the tremendous power of the word of God upon the human heart 
and conscience. 

What is it that fills Campbell Morgan’s churches?) He is espe- 
cially a gospel preacher. I heard him one day in the great Fifth 
Avenue Church, sitting with him in the pulpit because I happened 
to be chairman of that series of meetings; I heard him spend twenty 
minutes with a Fifth Avenue crowd, trying to trace the meaning 
of the Word in St. John, and giving analysis of its significance to 
that audience, and he held them, and it was the finest representa- 
tion of the mind and thought of New York City that you could 
bring together within any church. Week after weck that was done. 

Now, what is Doctor Jowett’s power? Have you ever heard Doc- 
tor Jowett? He is a very ordinary, very simple sort of man, but 
when you sit under him you feel the power of the inspired Word of 
God. I am saying to you preachers now, adopt the expository method 
of preaching. The sermon recently which has brought me more 
conviction In my congregation than any other, was the sermon which 
I preached upon the personality of God. The people are hungry for 
it. We ought to go back to the old doctrines. Tf you want to keep 
fresh, preach the great standard, fundamental doctrine of sin and 
of guilt, and of the repentance, and of faith, and of the sovereignty 
of God, and of the redemption through Jesus Christ, the atonement 
of the cross. And to my mind that is the great need of the day. 
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If there is any church that ought to do it, in my judgment, it is 
your Church. I believe you are doing it as perhaps our Presbyterian 
Church is not doing; and instead of looking into the other direction 
in which we are led by a certain number of scholars away from, the 
Bible into a kind of essay style of preaching, we should try and lead 
men into the Bible direction. [Good.] Be done merely with your 
declamations and unfold the Word of God. [Amen.] You will 
grow in power and you will grow in favor with God and man. Now, 
this is the simple message which I want to bring to you this morning, 
and if there is anything that I have dedicated my life to in these | 
recent days, it is the Word of God. It is our only hope. I think 
it was a fine thing in the history of the church when Ralph Waldo 
Emerson found he could not preach any longer; ceased making be- 
lieve, and quit preaching. And that is what a great many men ought 
to do—rest from preaching. 

Some one was asking the other day why. Billy Sunday had had 
such success in a great Ohio town, and a minister of our Presby- 
terian church in that town made this answer: “He is often uncouth, 
he certainly is at times course, and yet the thing that made the 
impression upon my people was that he really believed in the Word 
of God, and preached the old doctrines as if he did believe them, and 
he was willing to say something.” [Applause.] And I think that 
there has grown up, perhaps we are not conscious of it, it has grown 
so long—a great many: people in the world feel that we just half 
believe what we are preaching. Now, when we get back and stand 
on that old granite rock and preach only our Bibles; you will pardon 
me for saying it, | mean nothing unkind by it, but, when a minister 
comes into a new church and puts the pulpit Bible away and stands 
out there in its stead, I put a great, big question-mark in front of 
. his ministry, and when he gets through, I will have a bigger one after 
his ministry. Elevate the Bible, bring it into the supreme place in 
your ministry and you will have a supremely fruitful ministry. I 
thank you very much. 


Tue PRESIDENT. We are sorry in Chicago that Doctor Shaw has 
been called to the Pacific Coast. I will, therefore, ask Doctor Bell 
to speak a few words for this gentleman, who will go to Los Angeles 


in a short time. 
Bishop W. M. Bell responded as follows: 


Mr. President, my distinguished friend, Doctor Shaw, is always 
very gracious and kind of heart. Those of us who were guests of his 
city and of his committee in Chicago, during the Federated Council 
of Churches, felt that we had such abundant reason to carry the 
picture of his dear face and the spirit and temper in which he min- 
istered to our wants, and the splendid touch of friendliness and kind- 
liness by which he made us feel at home, that we who were there 
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will never cease to thank God that when he thought about the world, 
he made John Balcolm Shaw and sent him into it. [Applause.] _ 

Many of us know Doctor Shaw, and if he would leave this United 
Brethren Conference to-day we would say that he was a bishop, but 
he does not know it. [Applause.] Furthermore, we members in this 
United Brethren Church want to assure you, doctor, to-day, that 
the utterances to which you have just given your great soul, are so 
thoroughly and ethically appropriate and find such a response in our 
hearts that we shall never cease thanking you for speaking to us as 
a representative of the great Presbyterian Church. And, further- 
more, many of us have felt glad a thousand times in the last few 
years that the Presbyterian Church, with its great career of Chris- 
tian education and its historic success in the advancement of Chris- 
tianity in Europe as well as in America, was being wonderfully used 
of God in the restoration of the evangelistic note to American 
Christianity. And as United Brethren in Christ, we want to tell you 
how thankful we are for the interest taken by your great denomina- 
tion in that regard, and to you, Doctor Shaw, as representative of 
the Evangelistic Committee of your great assembly, we want to as- 
sure you of our appreciation and of our commendation and prayer, 
and now I want to say only this word finally. My life has been 
immersed for eight years in the States that lie yonder, where the 
Pacific lulls us to rest, on this shore line that is in contrast to that 
shore line that lies yonder, bathing the brow of the old continent 
that we call Asia. And we of that coast have felt the pulse of the 
new century and have felt the impact of tremendous tests, and we 
have been made to feel that God is laying tremendous foundations 
for the mighty struggle for American civilization on the western 
shore line rather than on the eastern, and let me assure you this 
morning, in this remarkable struggle it is not remarkable ‘that the 
great Presbyterian Church feels its need of men and should reach 
out its heart and pluck from Chicago this great man of God, this 
minister of the kingdom. And allow me only to say that he is a 
specimen of our taste [Applause.] and it is a race for men of his 
kind. We will get after them—every one of them—and annex them 
if we can; in this case, it is the taste. 


Tue Presipent. We have a great quartet. We are proud of it. 
Doctor Shaw would like to hear them sing. [| Applause. | 

The Arion Quartet then sang, “There is a church in the valley by 
the wildwood.” [Great Applause. Voices, Bless the Lord. ] eel 

Doctor Funx. Mr. Chairman, the quartet has been requested to 
sing “The Tolling Bells.” I am sure we all wish that. 


The quartet then sang “The Tolling Bells,” the audience 


: e listening 
with rapt attention. 


“ T 3 . . 
THe Presipent. We have been glad to recognize in our general 
denomination, the talent and culture and progress and achieve 
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of our noble sisters as they have toiled and wrought for God and 
for Christ in our denomination and the world, and we have with us 
one who is the daughter of a sainted minister who looks down ‘upon 
us at this time surely with real interest, and a member of a very well- 
known family; one who is a resident of Omaha and who is known 
all over this denomination; who has just come from the Woman’s 
Missionary Association Board, which has concluded its session at 
Bloomington, near by. I have the great pleasure of introducing to 
you to speak a few personal words—whatever is in her heart—in the 
person of Mrs. L. R. Harford, president of the Woman’s Missionary 
Association of our Church. [Applause.] 
Mrs. Harford addressed the Conference as follows: 


Mr. President and Brethren: I come to you withthe greeting 
of the Woman’s Missionary Association, from the meeting just held 
—the best in the history of our association—emphasizing thiree 
things. We come to this meeting after a quadrennium just past of 
uncertainty and indecision in some ways, and with burdens of re- 
sponsibility upon us. And we felt that we could not go on unless 
we had definite power, and we sought it, and Jesus stood in our midst 
and said, “Peace, be still.” And as he stood, he breathed upon us 
the Holy Spirit, which was felt throughout the whole of our con- 
vention in a very marked way. So, brethren, we have not passed 
the times when we may depend upon the presence and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Another marked feature of our meeting was the splendid inspira- 
tion and excellent planning for the work of the young women of our 
Church. You will know from the printed reports. I hope you will 
read the June Hvangel carefully and thoughtfully through and see 
the plans that have been made for the young women of our Church. 
It was an inspiration, four years ago, when among the faces that 
looked up to the rostrum there were such numbers of young women. 
It was an added inspiration this year when,a whole evening was 
given to young women, and when they so splendidly, in their most 
devoted way, brought to us a program. 

And then, I just wanted to speak of one other feature, because I 
must not take your time, and that is this: I believe, brethren, that 
you can count on the women of the Woman’s Missionary Association 
in your congregations for the seconding of all your efforts in this 
Bible evangelism. Bible study and of home influence is all along 
that line and one of the most important—lI consider one of the most 
important resolutions that was passed at our association was that 
every evening, at the twilight hour, we remember the missionaries of 
our Church throughout the. whole world and that we pray God’s 
blessing upon our children that they may be led into lives of use- 
fulness, and I believe that if our women take hold of that and carry 
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it out, we shall overcome the commercialism of our homes, and we 
shall have ideals in our homes—that there is more than the making 
of money; good as that is and splendid as that is for those who can 
do it—but there is another aim for life—for the children of our 
home; that is, that they may live lives of usefulness and service, 
and that they should be missionaries in the places where they are, 
and in the work they should have, was the thought that God should 
put his hands upon them.and emphasize a life of service. [Applause. ] 


Tue Presipent. We have it in our hearts to speak many words in 
response to the golden words that fell from the lips of this splendid 
sister. They will be with us during the session and they will give 
splendid recognition with us in the work of the kingdom that we 
plan in our Church for the future. God bless them in their relation 
to us and our relation to them. 

Tue Presipent. Now the secretary will call the roll for submis- 
sion of memorials. 

Pror. Mark Kepper, of California Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
have here a memorial. It is a little out of the regular order, and I 
would ask permission to read the same before asking that it be 
referred. 

Permission given by consent. 

The memorial is as follows: 


At the meeting of the Ministerial Union of Los Angeles, repre- 
senting one hundred fifty churches, held on April 28, 1913, the fol- 
lowing minute was unanimously adopted: : 

Wuereas, The General Conference of the United Brethren in 
Christ, holding its session in Decatur, Mlinois, beginning May 8, 
1913, will elect a number of bishops to serve the denomination during 
the next quadrennium, and, 
< Wuereas, one of these bishops will be stationed on the Pacifie 

‘oast, ‘ ‘ 

Resolved, That if in the wisdom of the General Conference as- 
sembled, Bishop Bell be re-elected, we, the Ministerial Union of Los 
Angeles, respectfully request his reassignment to the Pacific Coast 
region, and we even urge such action. 

This friendly recommendation is made for the following reasons: 

Bishop Bell has, by his untiring zeal and activity, rendered great 
service not only to his own denomination, but to the general cause 
of Christianity on the Pacifie slope. 

This has been accomplished not only by effective promotion of 
the spiritual life, but alse by highly intelligent and virile diseussion 
of social and economic problems confronting the people. 
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Bishop Bell has fully and completely linked himself with the en- 
deavor to solve these problems, and he stands in the very front of 
the movement which is designated to accomplish such result. 

Fraternally, 
Joun L. Marx. 


SreoretTary Keppew. I believe that it should go to the Committee 
on Superintendeney. [Applause. ] 

Dr. W. F. Cronk, of Iowa State Conference. I have two memo- 
rials to be referred to the Committee on Church Union, 

Tue Presipent. All of these will get to the proper committees 
after they go to the secretary. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. I have a memo- 
rial to go to the Committee on Nominations. 

Rev. H. Dear, of Minnesota Conference. I have a memorial to 

go to the Committee on Formulas, concerning the wording of Sec- 
tion 18, as to the burial of dead. 
_ Rey. G. E. Berton, of Neosho Conference. I have a memorial to 
be referred to the Committee on Boundaries; also one to be referred 
to the Committee on Ministry of the Church, regarding pastors’ 
duties. 

Dr. A. E. Wricut, of Northern Illinois Conference. I have a 
memorial. I would like to read just a few lines—that the members 
of the Northern Illinois and Lower Wabash conferences may know 
the nature of this-memorial. “At a joint meeting of the Lower 
Wabash and Northern Illinois delegates, it was unanimously agreed 
and requested that the General Conference grant to the said con- 
ference the authority to unite in one body, constituting the Illinois 
State Conference, when said conferences shall think it wise to do so.” 

Referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Rey. J. F. Turner, of Kentucky Conference. I have a memorial 
relating to boundaries, to be referred to the Committee on Boun- 
daries. 

Rey, D, L. Dous, of Oklahoma Conference. I have a memorial for 
Committee No, 18, regarding members of the quarterly conferences. 

Rev. G. E. McDonatp, of Oregon Conference. I have a resolution 
that I would like to pass to the Committee on Superintendency. 

Rey. R. H. Hirt, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I have a memo- 
rial for the Committee on Boundaries. 

Rev. J. F. Turner, of Kentucky Conference. I have a memorial 
to give to the Committee on Church Union. 
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Rey. V. W. Overton, of Northern Illinois Conference. Rev. Sheri- 
dan Garman, who was elected as a member of this Conference, has 
passed to- his reward. His name should go to the Committee on 
Memoirs. 

Rey. Georce Geiarer, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Rev. J. B. 
Mathias, who was a member of the General Conference four years 
ago, has passed to his reward. I would like to have his name go to 
the Committee on Memoirs. 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of California Conference. Mr. Chairman, I have 
two or three resolutions I would like to submit to different commit- 
tees, and resolutions that I would like to have submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Ministry of the Church relative to the change of term of 
presiding elder and superintendents. J would like to refer it with- 
out action. And then I have this resolution. 


Wuernas, Certain definite steps have been taken for the federation 
of schools in Oregon, in which our Philomath College is directly in- 
terested, and 3 

Whereas, The Oregon Annual Conference of the Evangelical As- 


sociation is in session at this time, in Salem, one of the denomina-’ 


tions interested in the proposed federation, therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on. Correspondence be instructed, 
through Bishop Bell, to send a message of greeting to this conference 
and to assure them of our hearty sympathy of the plans to federate 
the educational interests of the Union Evangelical Church and the 
Evangelical Association of the United Brethren Church on the Pa- 
cific Coast. (Signed) 

L. S. Wooprurr, 
G. E. McDonanp. 


Tue. Presipent. It is referred to the Committee on Correspond- 
ence. 

Pror, E. L. Saury, of Miami Conference; TI have a resolution, 
signed by four members of the Conference, which I would like to 
read. It is one that ought to have early action. 


Resolved, That the composition of boards to be élected by the Gen- 
eral Conference, to bé as follows: Each board, as nearly as practi- 
eal, shall consist of equal numbers of ministers and laymen, chosen 
on separate lists. The members of the board shall be chosen for 


four and eight years, the terms of one-half of which close, expiring 
at each General Conference. 


Mr. Suvuey. It is only fair to say that this second resolution is 
enclosed because the gentlemen who signed it believe in the prin- 
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ciple. They are not sure that it is possible under our church polity, 
but if it is; they would like to have it considered. The committees 
having consideration of the various parts of the Discipline should 
make the necessary changes to meet this plan. 

Doctor Funx. I move that it go to the Committee on Nomina- 
tions. — z 

Pror. A. P. Maysiturs. Mr. Chairman, I have a resolution from 
the Dayton Ministerial Association of our Chureh which I- would 
like to have referred to the Committee on Superintendency. It is on 
the subject of superintendency. ; 
_ Pror. E. L. SHuny. Mr. Chairman, have.we not the right to ask 
in this case that the Committee on Nominations report on this 
resolution in time for discussion before the Nominating Committee 
does its regular work ? , 

Doctor Funk. Sure. 

Tue Presipent. That is absolutely necessary. ; 

Rey. J. S. Furiron, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, in 
order to meet conditions here, I would like to offer this resolution. 
Resolved, That the afternoon session be devoted to reading reports, 


and that this be made the order of the day and that the hours of 


the session be from two to four. 
(Signed) J. S. Futon. 


Seconded. 

The motion prevailed. : 

Dr. C. J. Kupuart, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, I have 
a paper asking for the creation of a department of Social Service 
and Reform, under control of the Home Mission Board, to be re- 
ferred to the committees on Social Service and Home Missions. 

Tur Presipent. Now, brethren, we shall hear the report. of the 
Committee on Home Missions. Doctor Whitney will submit the 
report. 

Doetor Whitney then read the report on missions, as follows: 

THE SECOND QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF HOME MISSIONS. 
To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-sixth General Confer- 
ence of the United Brethren in Christ, beloved in the Lord: 

By the blessing of God we are able to report progress in all depart- 
ments of Home Missions for the past four years. 

OUR FIELDS AND WORKERS. 


There are now 133 pastors, eleven presiding elders, seven deacon- 
esses, two evangelists and one field secretary, making 154 on our 
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list of missionaries in contrast with 128 as given in the former report. 
The Society has entered or assisted in entering the following cen- 
ters: Jackson Park, Indianapolis, Indiana; Second Church, Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee; Kansas City, Kansas; Marshalltown, Iowa; Third 
Church, Portland, Oregon; Charleston, West Virginia; Vincennes, 
Indiana; Waterloo, Iowa; Second Church, Kansas City, Missouri; 
Longmont, Colorado; San Diego, California; Third Church, Los 
Angeles, California; Second Church, Spokane, Washington; Seattle, 
Washington; Tampa, Florida; Erie, Pennsylvania; Lakewood, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; Second Church, Grand Rapids, Michigan; Winona, Min- 
nesota; Bloomington, Illinois; East St. Louis, Illinois; New Albany, 
Indiana; Albia, Iowa; South Lawrence, Kansas; Greeneville, Ten- 
nessee; Second Church, Buffalo, New York; Oakdale Avenue, Toledo, 
. Ohio; Detroit, Michigan; Fourth Church, Portland, Oregon; West 
Nashville, Tennessee; and Charleston, [linois—thirty-two in num- 
ber. Besides these centers sixty-nine others have been added to our 
list that would not be considered so important as to size of the city. 
It will be seen that the total number of new fields aggregate one 
hundred for the past four years. 

The following are a part of those that have passed off from our 
list, some to self-support and others to conference care: Castle 
Memorial, Des Moines, Iowa; Webster City, lowa; Lincoln, Nebraska; 
Beatrice, Nebraska; Mansfield, Ohio; Brookfield, Missouri; Fort 
Scott, Kansas; Holton, Kansas; Norton, Kansas; Stickney, South 
Dakota; Chillicothe, Ohio; Harrisburg, and Harrisburg Circuit, 
Virginia; Hastings, Nebraska; Kearney, Nebraska; Elkins, West 
Virginia; Grace Church, Chicago, Illinois; Weaver Memorial, 
Chicago, Illinois; Quincy, Illinois; Jackson Park, Indianapolis, 
Indiana; Topeka, Kansas; Atlanta, Georgia; Brook Station, Georgia; 
East Nashville, Tennessee; Huntington, Tennessee; Mermantau, 
Louisiana; Midland, Louisiana; Turtle Lake, Wisconsin; South 
Dakota Mission; Alva, Oklahoma; Wanette, Oklahoma; Dudley, 
Idaho; Elberton, Washington; Holdeman, Washington; Philomath 
Cireuit, Oregon; Tillamook, Oregom; Coos River, Oregon; Gravel 
Ford, Oregon; Peak, Oregon; Dumas, Texas; Reedley, California; 
Pleasant View, Washington; Oakdale, Nebraska; Beloit, Kansas; 
Herington, Kansas; Thomas, Oklahoma; Eugene, Oregon; Hazel 
Green, Oregon; Beaver, Oregon; Third Church, Terre Haute, Indi- 
ana; Muncie Central, Indiana; Swayzee Street, Marion, Indiana; 
Spring Lake, Wisconsin, and others, all of which have taken 
with them a membership of 8,037. The last annual report shows 
13,639 members, During the quadrennium 12,983 accessions were 
reported; an average of 9,144 have attended the preaching service, 
which is 2,427 more than the former quadrennium; the Sunday 
schools have had an average of 8,032; the regular weekly attendance 
at prayer meeting has been 2,282; the pastors reported 52,595 sermons 
delivered; 194,158 pastoral visits made. These missions, in their 
poverty, have paid $125,441.44 on pastor’s salary; on general benev: 
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olences, $46,322.76; and on church property, $208,439.13. These three 
items make an aggregate of $380,203.83. Please notice that we, as a 
denomination, have invested for Home Missions $190,807.85 for the 
past four years but the Home Mission fields have paid $9,950.20 of 
that amount and as a return have turned back into the Church 12,983 
accessions, also $380,203.33 in cash; or, analyzing it more accurately, 
deducting the $9,950.20 contributed by the missions themselves, the 
Church invested $180,857.65 and received 12,983 members and $380,- 
203.33. Can any investment be found that will compare in souls and 
money returns ? 


MISSIONARY EDUCATIONAL WORK. 

»This department of Home Mission service has been pushed with 
marked ability and success by our Educational Secretary, Miss 
Wiggim. In advertising Home Missions there has heen two objec- 
tives—first, the production of instructive and second, attractiv  litera- 
ture, for it takes both, in this rushing age, to catch the eye and arrest 
the attention. This has been done in a very gratifying degree. The 
latest and most pertinent facts relating to the conditions of our 
country have constantly been given to the Church through the pages 
of the Religious Telescope and Watchword, also, in tracts, programs 
for the Sunday school, and especially in charts, presenting to the eye 
conditions, as we believe, in a practical way. 

Home Mission study books have been published until we now have 
a most comprehensive library on nearly all phases of our Home Mis- 
sion problem. Sunday schools are becoming more interested and 
greater numbers are observing the Home Mission Period. 

Dr. S. W. Keister has been devoting his strength, as Educational 
Field Secretary, attending conferences, conventions, and addressing 
audiénces in the local churches. The Board has been convinced of 
the wisdom of his work in the increased gifts and spread of much 
needed information. His heart and life are thoroughly enlisted. 

In and out of the office excellent service is being rendered. As 
high as 200,000 tracts and charts have been circulated in a single 
year. Some of these attract the attention of our sister churches. 
The next Home Mission book, on immigration, will contain ¢uts 
from our chart. Thousands of books have been put into the hands 
of our people. It is difficult to get the definite reports as to the 
number of study classes but we have reason to believe that many 
more are reading the books. Our orders will show an average of one 
book to eight of our membership. 

The Society entered heartily into the great national campaign last 
fall as conducted by the Home Missions Council. As a reserved 
estimate we would say that three-fifths of our local churches. observed 
the special week in November. Arrangements have already been made 
for a similar campaign in the coming November. One item worth 
notice is the repeated commendations given by Mr. Stelzle, of New 
York, general secretary of the national effort, for the way in which 
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the Educational Department of our Society handled our end of the 
campaign. 

As illustrative of the results from the reading of one of our mis- 
sion tracts, “The Unrecognized Hero,” one of the Seminary students 
read the tract and asked why there should not be a home mission 
student volunteer band. After a little agitation, an organization 
was formed with a constitution and officers and at this time has a 
score or more of members. It is hoped that this movement will 
spread through all our institutions of learning. 


THE CO-OPERATION OF THE WOMAN’S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 

It will be remembered that the Woman’s Missionary Association 
at the last General Conference recognized the claims of the home- 
land and agreed to co-operate with the Home Missionary Society. 
This we have appreciated greatly. ach of the four years past the 
Home treasury has received as follows: $2,732.09; $4,000.00; 
$5,000.00 and the year just closing $6,000.00, making a total of 
$17,732.09 for the quadrennium. The gross receipts of the Woman’s 
Missionary Association for the quadrennium from all sources aggre- 
gate $184,799.99. The share received by the Home Society is about 
one-tenth of the receipts. I was not aware that the Hvangel account 
was not figured. in the receipts. You will notice this is in, gross. 
They paid into the foreign work $161,336.72, which makes about 
eleven cents on the dollar that is paid into the Home Society, Many 
of the pastors of the Church and more of the members of the. local 
Woman’s Missionary Association are under the impression that 
there is an equal division between the work abroad and, that of the 
homeland. We can see how the equitable division of these funds 
might prove embarrassing to. the Woman’s Missionary Association 
by the pressure of. one or the other of these general boards. This 
could be easily adjusted by the present General Conference directing 
such a.division as they consider equitable. i ak 

Nothing is more natural than our consecrated Christian women to 
be interested in giving the gospel. to the needy places in their own 
country. The field is vast. There are seventeen distinct fields in as 
many of the frontier States, to say nothing of the appalling spiritual 
destitution of our great cities. 

It is gratifying to see the interest in the study of Home Mission 
books in the local societies. This means an intelligent knowledge of 
the whole. field, an awakening to the fact that a world-wide vision 
of missions embraces the western hemisphere. We are all awakening 
and. coming to see the importance of saving our own land. What 
would it mean to the world if America was thoroughly Christian? 
We appreciate the kindly spirit and co-operation enjoyed; the prayer- 
ful planning for the extension of our work by the members of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association who are on our Executive Com- 
mittee and members. of. our General Board and with the proper 
adjustment of the finances we are looking forward to greater things 
for the future. 
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EVANGELISTIC DEPARTMENT. 


Dr. and Mrs. R. J. Parrett and Dr. J. W. Hicks have been in the 
service of the Society, but Dr. Hicks has been sick nearly two years 
of the four, which has been a sore disappointment to the Society, the 
Church and this faithful servant. But we are hoping and praying 
that he will again be able to take hold of the work. ; 

Dr. Parrett and wife spent about six months of the early part of 

this quadrennium on the Pacific Coast in evangelistic services. Be- 
sides the souls led to Christ, this visit was’ enéouraging for our 
pastors who are struggling on under great disadvantages. Excellent 
meetings have been held by both of these brethren and the hundreds 
of souls saved are the rich reward of the evangelists, the Church and 
the Society. ; 
- Besides the regular evangelistic work, both of these brethren are 
able to do splendid work in an educational way for the. Society. 
Their addresses on Home Missions are powerful appeals for the sav- 
ing of America. 

There is abundant need and many calls for evangelistic help from 
all parts of the Church and we will all be interested in hearing’ the 
report from the Evangelistic Committee created by the last General 
Conference. 

FINANCES. e 

At the Twenty-fifth General Conference there was reported’ $134,- 
993.03 as receipts for current work. The past four years show 
$190,807.85, or an advance of $55,814.82. This is growing ‘in the 
right direction but this gain has not kept in sight of the pressing 
demands. The calls are distressingly urgent, when appeals come say- 
ing our people are moving into a splendid new country, the town is 
building up rapidly, we have no church, the land company offers us 
lots and $1,500.00 in cash if we will build a church, can you send us 
a pastor or do anything for us? It is most trying to see these open 
doors close in our faces, simply for the lack of means. 

There are Bishops and Superintendents in this General Conference 
that could place from twenty to one hundred missionaries where they 
would not come in competition with any sister denomination, places 
that are absolutely destitute of religious leadership. All that pre- 
vents us doing this is the shortage of méans. te 

We are now nearly two months and a half in advance of our re- 
ceipts in our appropriations, or in other words we are in debt $9,876.66. 
- The free-will offering is a decided improvement over the former 
divided assessment but much depends upon the pastor as to the suc- 
cess. of the free-will offering. Some have taken advantage of the 
direction in our Discipline to take missionary offerings in the Sunday 
school, which was only intended to supplement the offering by the 
Church. But in numbers of churches. the Sunday school offering. is 
all the attention Home Missions receives. : 

The permanent funds are slowly creeping up. They are now $50,500 
as against $45,875 reported in 1909. 
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There is hope for the coming years in the plan that will be pre- 
sented to this body by the Christian Stewardship Commission and 
we trust will be accepted and the Department continued, which is 
certainly leading the Church out to God’s system of finances—every 
member contributing something; weekly and proportionate giving. 

The introduction of the system referred to would go far to correct 
some glaring discrepancies in our pastors’ reports given at the annual 
conferences. Especially is this noticeable in the Home Mission 
column. ‘To illustrate—the published minutes of one of our confer- 
ences reported over $7,000 for Home Missions, when the Treasurer’s 
report showed only about $1,500 collected. One of our pastors in a 
prominent pulpit made a report and he was called on to explain, 
especially the Home Mission column. He acknowledged that he had 
placed the money contributed by his congregation for the Anti- 
Saloon League and some benevolent interests in that column. A let- 
ter came to our office asking an opinion as to whether the money 
they had expended to repair their pipe organ was really Home Mission 
money. A double budget and proper distribution of the funds when 
_colleeted will cause our statistics to mean something when published. 


SPECIAL MENTION—NEW WORK. 


Shortly after the former General Conference, work was opened in 
eastern Montana and western North Dakota. There is a very 
promising field where numbers of our own people have gone and are 
locating. We have four fields organized and an urgent call comes for 
more men and means. Less than two years ago a mission district was 
formed. Now we have eight organized churches which report some- 
thing over two hundred members, twelve Sunday schools with about 
three hundred members, two church houses and others under way and 
two parsonages; the church. property valued at $8,200, and last fall 
they reported a total paid for all purposes during the year of $3,541.79. 
How we need money and men to build up a strong conference there! 

In the last few months we have purchased a mission property at 
Velarde, N. M., where Miss Mellie Perkins is conducting a day 
school, superintending a Sunday school, preaching to the living and 
burying the dead and acting the part of a physician. The people 
are mostly Spanish speaking. We need money to send a pastor who 
speaks the Spanish language, for from every source that we’ are 
able to learn, here is a real mission field worthy of our effort. 

We have four organized churches in southern Texas for the pres- 
ent without a pastor. Here are flattering opportunities. Letters 
come to the office announcing the settlement of our own people in 
this inviting country. We ought to “provide for our own.” 

We are solicited to go into Albuquerque, N. M., where the new 
Santa Fe railroad shops are locating. It is reported that they are to 
employ five thousand men, which means hundreds of families that 
ought to be directed toward a church home. These calls have been 
considered and postponed because of our financial limitations. 
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DEACONESS SERVICE. 


The deaconess work is in no sense a department of Home Missions 
but the Society has tried to encourage and foster the consecration of 
Christian womanhood to this special line of work and has employed 
twelve or more on our mission stations during the past four years. 
If possible, we must induce our stronger churches to avail themselves 
of this latent force for the kingdom. 


ENCOURAGEMENT. 


Great credit is due to our home missionaries for their faithfulness 
and self-sacrifice in service and greater honor is due to our source of 
power, the Holy Spirit, for the marked victories in soul saving and 
marvelous ingathering, for over twelve thousand have passed off the 
list of Home Mission support and the present number on our list 
would make over twenty-five thousand members since the organiza- 
tion of the Society eight years ago. At that date there were reported 
5,516 members; carrying the analysis a little farther it will be seen 
that there has been added to the church membership over twenty 
thousand at least, through the Society’s successful service since its 
organization, for all of which we thank God and take courage. 

It is with high appreciation we refer to the wisdom of the former 
General Conference in giving to Home Missions two periods in the 
Sunday school, where the spiritual needs of our own country can be 
presented to this mighty army of Christian workers, and we sincerely 
hope this will continue to be emphasized. 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 

For the future success of the Church and the efficiency of the 
Society we beg leave to suggest the following: 

First. That special recognition be given to November of each 
year, or the Thanksgiving season,.as Home Mission Period, as the 
Protestant denominations are doing, generally. 

Second. Conferences where one-third or more of the fields receive 
appropriation from the General Home Mission Board, shall be con- 
stituted Mission Conferences, and the Home Mission Board and pre- 
siding Bishop shall have the privilege of nominating the Superin- 
tendent, or Presiding Elder, as he may be called, who shall be the 
Home Mission Superintendent in that Conference and shall make 
monthly reports to the office of the General Board at Dayton, Ohio. 

Third. That the General Home Mission Board shall be counselled 
in opening new missions where they are expected to help or make 
appropriation toward the support of the pastor. 

Fourth. Where the Board makes appropriations it shall be with a 
clear understanding that said aid is to be reduced from year to year 
and the point so aided shall plan for self-support at the earliest pos- 
sible moment, and the reasons for deviating from this requirement 
shall be only in case of an emergency. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. Wuitney, General Secretary. 
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[Reading followed by applause. ] ‘ 


On motion of Doctor Washinger, the report was referred to the 


Committee on Home Missions. 


Mr. L. O. Mitier, Church Treasurer. A question of personal priv- 
ilege. I would like to know what is your wish as presiding officer 
of the Conference, as to the treasurer’s reports; whether you wish 


them to come in with the secretaries’ reports or by themselves. 


Tue Present. The chair is unable to express any wish. It has 
been our precedent in the annual conference reports to have our 
treasurer’s reports in connection with each department. You would 


hardly wish that. You would have to make some order in regard to 


that. 


Dr. C. M. Brooke. Mr. Chairman, I move you we have the treas- 


urer’s report following each general secretary’s report. 
Seconded. 
The motion was adopted. 


At this point the treasurer’s report on Home Missions was dis- 


tributed to members of Conference. 


TREASURER’S REPORT ON MOME MISSIONS. 


Receipts. 

eneralerund: collections.ac3!. 020. Shee eee eee $137,433.02 
W. M.A....- «+--+. AR »'6)9) p/n 30.5» sinigioginls +0 otis Lhd ates OEE 17,732.09 
Continent wots: PAid'+o.s'..5\< cw soso ee eae 12,984.94 
MR VI CLIOUIC CHIC ae Stecccc: oa hisses acer ce eo ofe ks sie PTT RT 5,348.51 
Peromatasatetiiagties. 2200) Moc 5) Bo ty OS ee eee 168.14 
MC TES EG tere Mere ote ee Got Sisters ix Faves is HE eae tee cs see 8,361.52 
eutsien sri teal estates . |..." Ast vec wae dnc aca pee 512.60 
Simdayeschoolsattenings.\: «aay eci toe hae cee Soe Eee 6,682.23 
er a tecintee 8 CONECHONS ia. Ch enh hate We A ee ii te 1,034.79 

‘Latalteceipts for’ current work. .c2) 0, ys eek 
Beerimancutee und OANS. s-3 14s en ictal oe eee 
berinanent. Mund, reals estatessold sucess 2. ons Seon ee : Soy 
Beritanent: aid. sew) ents soc) sb ak ees one re, Re 8,675.00 
Borrowed PONE oie Ae tic rae tuke icistaiciai'a 3 iehahniylola steNahaya this eke haters aaehe 39856 09 
Wissionaty lifetatire soldrs set isticcsie eth ee ee Bees 4,417.79 
Be Catise ts oy asn'ne 2 ude seced ek SOT oe ee ’809 43 
Matecllanéous. collections. /7i7 Shinn rie has a ee 830.53 


Total receipts for quadrennium 
Cash on hand, April 1, 1909 


Total 150 S155) de b PIS oss nth «18g a Be whan ely ates Meee 


$190,257.85 


$ 72,893.75 


$263,151.60 
2,299.55 


$265,451.15 
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Expenditures. 
or Mission Work: 
PE MTMIGMETIIS STOMA LIES a eicisnstorae: ole ares ciara fer sherceteneiie feo “asetel e.alleleve 6.0 $135,463.19 
_ Evangelistic EO OTs abe Pie elder ore nat oe URS SN vemtnd ee deed Belg is os 10,999.18 
Wioman’s auxiliaries, salary and:‘expense.......2..':.2.. 128.14 
GRO We Ce etld ONY. os a seayareicia Sis tevepaleve sraus. ols, seven eieuelee Say eatedtine 36,356.58 
BRerMmane nlite UG LOANS x r0 25+ ac ais elsina die oe evens e.e aNorwis o's 21,664.22 
Missionary literature purchased......2..-:.....2.5-..-- 2,945.14 
Salaries, general officers..---------eeeee sere e eee eeeees 9,490.00 
Traveling expense, officers and board................. 5,577.74 
Be Mea WOTK? Seen ec eles ccs one wn esas eitine ccd e eee tye 964.16 
‘ Sdlary of Educational Séecretary.......200006-- eee cee 3,900 .00 
EB stenocraphers and office’help.... 0.25 2m ee setae 4,922.72 
INECHEStaItG stat ELOS ek ot cone vis + clatog wi disiciece © setuletietna ae 7,280 . 82 
sDaxes, insurance and repairs..----6 +t sees reese eee sees 599.05 
BiRentals@and (COMMISSIONS: 5.1/0 ews sae cle ee ee 1,125.00 
Printing and stpplies...---. +: see eee eee 6,352.70 
Postage, telephone and telegraph......... Tee SOR ene Sele Al 
Office furniture and furnishings.....+--+.+++++ee esses 559.44 
BeA\ttonuey and COULt COSTS. 108i... tcc eee eee ee te 760.09 
--National Home Missions publicity.........-....++++-- ‘75.00 
- American Bible Society, receipts for Bible Cause.:..... 899 .43 
“Miscellaneous expense. -.--. cere ee reece terete eee eeee 1,351.64 
Christian Stewardship Comimission.........:....--.00- 2,237 -50 
BS) W: Keistér, salary. ..i. 222... bette ee ee eee oe 2,160.35 
S. W. Keister, traveling expenses...s..05.....-56% -...2° 1,200.84 
Neglected Field: Surveyors ccee ccc cece s ede dete eteaes 225 :00 
General Contingent Fund for Quadrennium. deg Nate S Are 775.00 
-Home Mission Council Federation..¢...60..6..08+055 159.00 
American Baptist. Missionary Society, New Mexico ' 
school DEOMETLY: Oo cs te ween ielere esis nee ete ta, 500.00 
Total expenditures for quadrennium I eee at ea bo RC $262,203 .64 
Cash on hand, March 31, 1913.........--+---seeeeeeee 3,247.51 
Taya AOS Fee A Se Gee RGR om Ono $265, 451.15 
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Comparisons of Receipts for the Quadrennium. 








Year End- Year End- Year End- Year End- ; 
ing March ing March ing March ing March TOTALS 
31,1910 31, 1911 31, 1912 31, 1913 an 
General Fund.....-.... $ 29,881.43 $34,832.26. $30,667.00 $42, ee 34 $137,433.03 
Permanent Fund loans. 1,555.00 10,056.71 3,225 .00 700.00 15, 536.71 
Enrerestiecchcs fae 2,229 .91 2,202.82 1,740.64 2,188.15 8,361. 52. 
Rental set... iach Se 181.60 70.50 169.00 91.50 "512.60 
SeosMOferings. 34s, 1,538.66 1,865 .37 1,534.37 1,743 .83 6,682. 23 
Miss. Literature and 
Publication Fund... 1,429.72 1,008.37 708.65 1,271.05 4,417. 79° 
Borrowed money...-... 8,200.00 5,247 .58 7,528.51 18,880.00 - 39, 856.09 » 
Evangelistic Fund...... 1,769.10 2,300.92 1,278,490 u nero’ 5,348. 518 
Contingent notes paid.. 4,528.29 3,973.70 2,491.10 1,991.85 7 984.94 
Woman’s auxiliaries.... 168014 A. ooh ee Oe eee 168.14 
BableiCatse.. ooo vie. 167.18 149.73 303.44 279 .08 899.43. 
Permanent Fund gifts.. 2,500.00 3,675.00 2: 500200) ea seas 8,675.00 
Real estate sold........ 13075000 nace 400.00 1,203.20 2,678.20 
Woman’s Miss. Ass’n.. 2,732.09 4,000 .00 5,000.00 6,000 . 00 17,732.09 
S.W. Keister, collections ......... 387 .46 ‘647. 33 3 ee ae eats 1,034.79 
IMinCelIANEGHS Some Foe ye eehah Hck eee 786.90 43.63 830.53 
Ota ts 7 ote eee $57,956.12 $69,770.42 $58,980.43 $76,444.63 $263,151.60 
Cash on hand, April 1, 1909 35 ash eee oe ee 2,299.55 
ST estcl tie fase 2 Stee ke Shere tons fhe oe ah CI oe ee Gave amhred $ 265,451.15 
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UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Comparisons of Expenditures for the Quadrennium. 



















Year End- Year End- Year End- Year End- % 
ing March ing March ing March ing March TOTALS 
31, 1910 31, 1911 31, 1912 31, 1913 
Paid to Home Mission- 

BEIGE ceo ee pests, $ 26,926. 16 $28,701.29 $37,092.75 $42,742.99 $135,463.19 
tvangelistic Work..... 3,220. 55 3,233 .64 2,838.08 1,706.91 10,999.18 
Woman’s Auxiliary Wk. NZS alae See ear Reser ea oes See ee 128.14 

orrowed money...... 8,689 .00 7,425 .00 7,987 .58 12,255.00 36,356.58 

ermanent Fund loans. 1,900.00 12,064.22 4,900.00 2,800 .00 21,664.22 

Aissionary literature.. 788.50 571.97 727 .70 856.97 2,945.14 
SSalaries of officers..... ~ 2,290.00 2,400.00 2,400.00 2,400.00 9,490 .00 
[iraveling expense, of- : i 
| ficers and board.. 982.35 1,791 .66 1,222.48 1,581.25 SO een: 
Haield work......-.:... SO BR eG eee 25.00 561.61 964.16 


Salary Educational Sec. 900.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 3,900 .00 
Pstenographers and help 982.38 1,141.76 1,233.78 1,564.80 4,922.72 
iimterest and annuities. 1,727.43 1,574.13 1,837 .32 2,141.94 7,280.82 
ITaxes, insurance, etc.. 35.75 61.25 358.59 143 .46 599.05 


Wents and commissions 255.00 290 .00 290 .00 290.00 1,125.00 
Printing and supplies.. 1,364.01 1,565.43 EROS ARTIS) 1,370.53 6,352.70 
(Postage, telephone, etc. 736.33 960.53 835.12 999 .73 3,531. 71 
Office furniture........ 384.33 65.11 85.00 —- 25.00 559.44 
Mer alowOrke cis... so. 5 418.95 97 .20 114.05 29.89 ~- 760.09 


ational publicity..... FHS) 100 Recies aa aa te MERC RES EOIN REN ANE eA 75.00 
merican Bible Society : 
receipts for Bible 


CE IGGT Se Ao Biveaereae ae 167.18 149.73 303.44 279 .08 899.43 
iscellaneous. ......... 168.38 358.14 580.19 244.93 1,351.64 
hristian Stewardship : 2 

Commission ...... 525.00 575.00 550.00 587.50 2,237 .50 
mavVeeKeister, salary..:..... 000. 381.40 1,030.73 748 22 2,160.35 
. W. Keister, EXPENSE i Hiv saeess 145.06 583.36 472.42 1,200.84 
Sai ey ee 2 AN og aE a Di tn Ae eae 225.00 225.00 


Gen. Contingent Fund 
- for Quad. Society’s 


Ee Satis ee Wa Mp ea eI. SAU apa aan. shaun Ossyee ev oogre tae ellose Sie 775.00 775.00 
ome Mission Council ; 

eer elitO Teme eset Sere Ne Te ennitiaiescan dialer” ecarsalele ieee 159.00 159.00 
Wterican Baptist Miss. 


Society, N. Mexico 





school CNPC Tet Vie Ra eens Iam ey oe in atart oe elsRe eye org 500.00 500.00 

ERO falune- oe eai cae: $ 53,041.99 $64,552. 52 $ 68,047.90 $ 76, 561. 23 $ 262,203. oh 
(Gash on hand, March 31, 1913..........0--ceceenec este tee eeeeteewes __ 3,247.5 

Rarer Aer meee ee ne ent. incl Ce et mneical c salianpenene eho tele ol. vied Sele jelelis etelere $ 265,451.15 


» 
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Allegheny 
California 
Colorado 


Columbia River... ...’.:- 


Masteatebraska.,. ws 2s<« 
ias UOMO es: ake raccns es 


East Pennsylvania..... 


East Tennessee........ 
Erie 
Georgia 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Heower oWabash.. sk... 
Miami 
Michigan 

Minnesota 


Missouri 
Neosho 

OnE AI ANGAS@Ai = «a. s 
Northern Illinois...... 


Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
SiraLOSeD is fae as wis 
Sandusky 
Southeast Ohio........ 
Southwest Kansas..... 
Upper Wabash......... 
Virginia 
Wiest. Nebraska... .....:. 
West Tennessee....... 
West Virginia..:...... 
West Virginia, balance 
«of 1907 


Ce a re ee erry 


Wisconsin 
Montana 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 





Home Missions Collections on Conference Assessments for Quadrennium ; 
Ending March 31, 1918. 
1910 1911 1912 , 1913 Totaly 
$ 1,410.58 $ 2,085.50 $ 1,469.71 $ 2,569.96 $ 7,535.75 
258.13 399 .47 489.41 659.92 1/806 .9 
222.97 128.69 95.50 151.08 
83.75 50.35 147.71 137.87 
417.36 761.09 404.64 1,001.48 
1,483.45 1,913.24 L210 232 2,129.78 
1,835.40 Bro 55e08 2,891 .96 3,609 .40 
5.00 70.60 50.25 83.50 
* 385 .97 568.83 387.04 - 784.78 
-28.60 51.53 78.61 TA S22 
355.90 851.80 484.01 597.00 
1,013.98 1,208 .94 1,297.59 1,538.74 
Gahoelen iain | ae eras 2.00 16.76 
46.00 186.51 285.47 152.90 
804.86 900.09 - 671.88 602.80 
1,057 .22 ZOO sO 2,169.82 2,441.46 
290.00 147.75 241.76 309 .02 
52.00 128.88 112732 150.90 
342.01 174.40 419.04 286.68 
267 .65 132.30 108.33 287 .56 
1,359.79 1,325.49 1,391.20 1,318.72 
996.95 1,720.52 1,780.08 LW77230 
342.51 Bae) 207 .65 236.90 
67.67 57 .84 43.95 156.12 
302.00 140.00 AF NG 336.39 
216.28 413.57 114.68 192.90 
326.85 433 .60 502.63 648 .02 
1,588.72 3,412.33 3,844 .64 4,956.32 
838.45 2,499 .28 1,965.21 2,852.15 
1,154.41 3,945 .46 3,997.17 4,053.53 
875.14 1,029 .66 1,010.67 972.6 
392.48 624.72 343.40 ZLLEOT 
540 20 a 2a wire Roe ee ee na eee 
365.75 827.46 357.05 540.86 
288.18 693.65 315.10 541.84 
23.76 12.50 26 .00 13.70 
535.38 1,073 .43 (Cyl; 666.50 
389.077 | sa tir eek ob ae ae eee 
693 .96 ZNSoay 4, 1,376.43 949.51 
177.54 140.00 187.05 393.65 
ee Re 105.00 105.11 
dale tae Soe Oe es 20.00 48.00 
4,659.86 4,246.42 3,427 .79 4,097 .79 


$ 26.505.48 $ 40,433.86 
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$ 34,887.70 $42,052.34 $143,879.38 
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Quadrennial Distributions to Annual Conferences. 















1910 1911 1912 1913 Fotal 
SpmeMENY "ot 5. oss. LEA aM oe GS eiea ates, GARE Sree ase Se Neteacepee Sao 
e PMERGETT TA be vk sec eue sik eco 2,924.97 3,314.96 3,997 .43 4,349.11 14, $86. 47 
MMC eATIIAUC Ao. cs spc kata ye ele aig ele ee cele + siris welt es ae 166.65 166.65 
EOTAdO. Sid eae sk od 1,292.47 1,767.28 2,289.71 2,174.25 7,523.71 
h-olumbia River.......- 2,098.41 2229 V3 1.977275 2,108.35. 8.413. 64 
yEast Mennessee 25.4 cae. 1,266.66 1,338.28 5225 a, 2,211.82 6,339.53 
Mest OHIO. 3... 0.8. ee es NOOR OO Seta teruedevchers 50.00 600.00 750.00 
Mast Nebraska. os. 641.64 777.00 554.23 499 .93 2,472.80 
ME acca arctan Geel s wine Splint Che reel ava ss» 315.81 1,006.29 1,322.10 
| SURGE aaah eae 829.11 ~ 414.54 766.91 e2hoeo7 3,225 .93 
AIT Ge eee 162.50 508.33 787 .50 1,458.33 
MMM oo): ices weosie ee oe 463.75 616.65 1,012.50 1,254.12 3,347 .02 
PURGE cence etre thee eee 141.66 183.34 150.00. —- 475.00 
Wemetisiatia |. .......5... 747 .80 819.34 965.18 785.02 3,317 .34 
ower Wabash.......- 200.00 200.00 416.62 500.00 1,316.62 
NMRCNTS AT 6.8 ck cte ss 362.50 287 .50 497 .07 1,304.16 2,451.23 
Mennesota ...%...+s... 365.00 330.00 433 .33 766.66 ~ 1,894.99 
IMIBSSOUTH (esac sto ideo 877.88 919.97 1,093.51 3,602.94 
Northern Illinois...... 1,003.78 591.62 1275253 1,236.68 . 4,107.61 
North Nebraska ...... 595.86 362.50 491.66 375.01 1,825.03 
rte Wansas.. ss ss. 623.53 1,029.12 965.29 1,043.01 3,660.95 
Naertnny Lexas 4.0.25: 1,191.62 1,836.18 2,706.68 3,115.80 8,850.28 
HNPBOSUOU col. as akiet eee 87.50 468 .00 493.00 533.33 * 1,581.83 
WDhio German.......... 350.00 350.00 350.00 396.00 1,446.00 
jjJklahoma ......-..... 1,916.59 2,007 .92 2,427 .60 3,015.75 9,367 .86 
il FOU Ges. yer Se i es Se 241. 43 , 3,441.07 3,905.02 3,900. 30 14,487 .82 
eerie cece ee evn seine vie Co ei ks vie ees 133.50 133.50 
gpoutheast Ohiote css 365.53 354.17 325.00 537.50 1,582.20 
pb JOSeph.-..-+-- «+ -- 400.00 400.00 354.15 300.00 1,454.15 
i outhwest Kansas..... 749 .92 712.44 796.62 789.15 3,048.13 
qpouth | 7 DaSEIG 2 ie eal aa eo DICER te Dice ers 640.00 383.30 1,023.30 
) WIIG i. oo re te 435.27 354.15 350.00 350.00 1,489.42 
“West Nebraska... 151.33 126.30 406 .92 GVANeo ay. 1,260.50 
i Pper RAV eT a. sp tee ats 1,041.55 971.57 1,264.54 1,004.22 4,281.88 
"West Tennessec....... 843.67 791.37 906.92 955.44 3,497.40 
WOE rainia. cece 229.14 500.00 495 .76 1224.90 
ipvisconsin Peay Cte 576.36 549.02 666.65 575.00 2/367 .03 
‘Wfontana and other spe- 
me gies eee oe 1,348.33 850.00 1,856.22 2,054.55 6,109.10 
| $ 26,926.16 $28,701.29 $ 37,092.75 $42,742.99 $135,463.19 
i | 2 
Se 
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TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 





Accumulative Statement of Amounts Paid to Home Missionaries. 





Totals paid Paid during 





1853-1909 ees oa 
PLGHelry estes ME AE coed, El $ 2,760.00 Sos Gai ee aed 
‘Cabiornia sett ee 66,975.62 14,586.47 
MICKA ANGEAT 3a eb geri. State ee as Pee 1,619.00 166.65 
MITRAL ails sists ae Figs ste ERAi cele eee were 27,981.09 7 S2oud | 
CEDIA RI IV OF sis 5's ce «ova ciee dae 32,914.21 8,413.64 
Ee INEPT ASIA s o3<00d aia nore) ate eld eee ale 14,468.74 2,472 .80 
MLSE IO! fac Caekbidios wae ee scenes 4,074.15 750.00 
East Pennsylvania and East German.. F045) 23 oe ee step tee 
ASE eT CNNESSEE: ceidin stave newts’ s, cues 37,633 .67 6,339.53 
TE Oe Best ieee Pet Ane apices 3,125.19 1,322.10 
RCT tas ram lein ase S Pope octeie ol:dase Sreste Seeks 6,606.03 3,225 .93 
MLTAD A: Janis, «/sie soled Weta, ie Go bile ee oleae wee 1,458.33 
Iowa State and Des Moines.......... 4,433.27 3,347 .02 
ACPI Yoo hse oo rors eign eee Pee 7,398.60 475.00 
ERAISA Tae. as ee to tiemcls « RAS Pein oes 6,213.41 3317.34 
MRO WOE ADAGH ow sc. ct ha Payee ee 17,075.01 1,316.62 
IRAN os te etre erste eas Oo ae LAL SSRO0 eee ca okie eee 
TAREE EY p-ta, ooh -hos as fades Sobol tede he eR 14,944 .94 2,451.23 
MAGHESOTA Aciielandhi. cap BE uh oes 20,534.55 1,894.99 
GOP Ter ctt ete a. tgteda (sins act Sets ohare 17,398.89 3,602.94 
Mofttana-and “other 'specialSeic. isc cn hee 6,109.10 
PERS eshte 2 ohad a Sash cio aie ee ee 10,325 .03 1,581.83 
IO Rane st ansabe. okinde hc tern wore oes 26,308 .96 3,660.95 
PN OFENCEM a) LL OIB.. + a's,</csk ore oe ced 17,670.06 4,107.61 
MONA ON eDraskavs © «3. s0% he Sow sac 4,464.15 1,825.03 
MOE VEXAS eink sass Send ee 2,621.75 8,850.28 
Malo rermanes > <euiss sos oie ee gate cer 15,154.70 1,446.00 
CHcieHOrmiac es Sactecne< cc ti Ae ais ae 15,014.92 9,367 .86 
Tie ORDA es oF ing ea eit Sip beta 34,390.80 - 14'487 82 
Pennsylvania and Maryland.......... Ri ET SOLS 8. eae eae! eae 
PURPOSE Drewes ves) Ss rsa maken ee 2,083.30 1,454.15 
MILER Yer eed sant soe aan ee 1,500.03 133.50 
Bbtitied st MOG ses. 2-0: sane Soe 7,231.88 1,582.20 
Southwest Kan. and Arkansas Valley 11,463.00 3,048.13 
PUREE COXA 62 eC ey 1... 5 5 lean ae 1,023.30 
Superintendent’s Southern District... B:332 :5/e ) Be Se oer eee 
Reprere Wabash. tytin).o. .sb. ac estes 6991.5 0's site tars eve ce pees 
Wimrinttia cod ae S. 8 Ts,c6's ode 19,930.41 1,489.42 
va Sey eds Eine hdc, Ca ae pee Or an 14,987 .02 1,260.50 
RIES US Sen ESSE Gs. cis cian ne eee ees 8,188.27 3'497 40 
bene Var iitild 5559.68 . oe Se ae heed 8,617.22 1224.90 
DRE Ret fhe Pio. 5b pc a ee 6,478.89 4281.88 
PERN Fs, so hac. 5 5. Scop ys 1,074.99 2367.03 
MMMM fo 5 0 yin 25 9. a kee Ete 193.005 ek ee tee ed 
PRES Sek 5.0 ss ccc 21,276.61 cy ea cpet 





$ 537,742.92 $ 135,463.19 $ 673,206.1 
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Present Conditions. 
Permanent Fund: 





CELE SAS EN BR ee ey ih a 
_ Loans on first mortgage, March 31, 1913............... $ 44,977.51 
Belomsneerenotse: and. lots os. sei ck sec oosn o oe. 800.00 
Meee naitamooga property... o.oo. coke ee cece bese cece... 618.32 
MP EOAA SPEOPELCY «nw eos Se oss bw cn ve Cada eta Teno aa oss 2,000.00 
| One-half interest in other real estate................... 1,550.00 
i Woodland «Cemetery: lands wiacs00k os cc omeiPecok econ ck 60.00 
! — ee 
PAQUET eI VES EM eTitaarat onan oe eee ee 
turrent Funds: 
Mec Owe on borrowed money. =)... 0) 2... s eee $ 8,630.00 
| Permanent Fund, awaiting investment................-. 494.17 
tae Due home missionaries (estimated)...:................ 4,000 . 00 
Pecheounatid, March 3171013. mrs... oe. ive. de sau dae. 
; enestiiproy (ded fOr 4 0c .., ck one oh kl EK 
‘ontingent Notes: 
Se Amount.of invoice, March 31, 1909..*y. 2222... 
Prreemirine- the. last fOUL Yeats. «.-cos:10c ss ae eek ae ay oe 0s 
i: PAROSEUIEIINVOLGEE TS sine ty Wace raat nae Ba I 
| Inventory. 
i ASSETS. 
Weeeoneiaind,wWarch, 1913s. 2 .c.n eke savas uo tos mie erty $ 3,247.51 
lemmianent Mund, mortgage loans... .. 005.0. c ech cece eeu een 44,977.51 
NERD HEGRE TIO LES cichte eas tors ea Seas onc cle cis Has ease hac elc wees 9,258.25 
PEC SUT ITICMTe ANG fi xtUTes., 9.001 +. vs cdin hosc ee ok os ce ees 956.00 
CRC TRV AMO Ca tiene crs) rate ei benre wicteipte-rersh so Stale es Se neh ereed oe aces 66.00 
inppinger= property............ hirano a rR aR 800.00 
ine-half of other real estate (with F. M.S.)............... 1,550.00 
ETRE CTI CLD. Clcloh. cl sreeh yeconale 2 ois.00 sa Jclers lent ci nuetOl alas s Siecis sec ees 2,000 .00 
i on GL MIENG aie pena ath Shoes ceo et Dicks CRON ECON ec ace aS ees 3,500.00 
own lot, Dale, Indiana. . CCC 700.00 
iGnool property,-New Mexico. 3)... olin ces cee u eens 500.00 
Mm TOO Sy | PLOPCT (yi nto deveus chm lo bie fe 06) Sland ev mi! of 371s 55 Sie hn. vs 618.32 
| LIABILITIES. 
WEED GUDOLLOW CG: THONCY sic: voted ss weld sce sale Oe 4c) ace cd es eee $ 8,630.00 
eehome missionaries (estimated) ...--..+5- sees eee eee 4,000.00 
MCC OG S tee E MS e fs, skin oiceraen cinsain doone wviaveieitiesa sack 92.14 
q PGIMSSSCTS. ALC Sly: LOLS i) cure c ein's ot cyo-nbe eo ss. o ches aos de > 


$ 50,500.00 


$ 50,005.83 
$ | 494.17 


$ 13,124.17 
3,247.51 


‘$ 9,876.66 
$ 22,243.19 

12,984.94 
$ 9,258.25 


$ 68,161.59 


$ 12,722.14 
$ 55,439.45 


L. O. MILLER, Treasurer. 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Dr. Funxuouser. Mr. Chairman, having this report in our hands, 
I feel like asking a question, whether the Conference would not 
like to have the treasurer dispense with the reading of it, and let us 


look at it ourselves. 

Mr. L. O. Murer Mr. Chairman, I have no objection. ; 

Dr. Funknouser. Mr. Chairman, I. move that we dispense with ~ 
the reading of this report. If the treasurer has any statement he 
wants to make or something he wishes to call special attention to, 
let him do that. : 

Seconded. 

Tue Present. That will expedite time. 

The motion was adopted. 

The treasurer’s report on Sunday Scliool, Young People, and 
Brotherhood was then distributed to'the Conference. - 


TREASURER’S REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOL, YOUNG PEOPLE, AND BROTHER 
HOOD. 


To the General Conference Assembled, Decatur, Illinois, May, 1913. 
‘Dear Brethren:— 

For the first time in the history of the General Sunday School Board has i 
been necessary to borrow money or come to a General Conference with any lia 
bilities. The enlargement of the functions of the board by the General Conferenc 
four years ago, in which three really distinct and separate departments were com 
bined under one board without providing an adequate income to sustain it 
the cause for such a condition at this time. In an effort upon the part of th 
board to carry out the thought and purpose of the action of the General Con 
ference four years ago—at least to make it effective—involved the board in largel 
increased expenses and the burden and responsibility lies more upon the Genera 
Conference than the board or the Executive Committee. 

A great deal of good was being accomplished by the secretaries of religiou 
and brotherhood departments, and it is a matter of regret that work with result 
so promising was abandoned by reason of the lack of funds. If the purpose of suc 
a combination, of departmental work as was contemplated by the General Confer 
ence of 1909, is to be continued, then it will be incumbent upon the General Confer 
ence to provide a support adequate for such needs and not involve an incoming 
board and committee with the criticisms that invariably come by reason of an 
papisrence ot debt. a ; | 

pon this. point eel that I must say a word that will appl 
general boards and committees. Only those entrusted with oe Yao ae 
these general interests know what -it really means to attempt to live within the 
income of the respective boards. Demands have been made upon all of them: 
appeal upon appeal has come from the Church itself for help from your treasuries 
until committees have agonized with conditions and have been severely criticizec 
at times because they have not responded to such demands. The wonder to me i: 
that, with the many and multiplied appeals from bishops, presiding elders pastors 
and laity, the men of your various committees are able to present re orts at thi: 
erie ute ae small as they are. : 

n the tabulation of receipts by annual conferences you wi i 
where no report was made to the Church Treasurer’s bifice for nen aoe 
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ork for the year 1911-12. The printed minutes show that $26.50 was collected for 
at purpose, but it never reached the general treasury. The printed minutes of 
12 seem to indicate that this item of $26.50 and small balances of almost every. 
her department, were transferred to the local Church Extension work. I have 
ed in vain many times to secure any satisfactory explanation for these funds 
ving been withheld from the general offices or for having been applied in any 
her direction than that for which the people contributed. 

Sincerely yours, . 
LO) MIELER Treasurer: 





Receipts. 
BREET CMARCEGATTIOUT Scie scnleta wore cine eee Scab wre aoeeeetese te $ 17,069.59 
ildren’s Day collections..... Bi Bey gi aces Nea lege may 15,966.19 
Bea Adieu ONC Ed TUG sie ooses feed. bre hs ite. chee eS BS alah arauavetlondlel tans larels 252.57 
AMEN GT 131 OLE eta TO Tihs wee oe oe ake ies ow Eo ec eaoyase ave oa onavarayerGlelekess 766.02 
Mee AN HOOKS SOld a= v0) 6 fee wc Soa ee cee a pelebie nee: un, 1,250.76 
rangelistic: work (see page 5).....s00-...-00. Se es 1,662.46 
en and Religion Forward Movement:............ Pee rae, 3 900.98 
> cued] <GavGE oye. Col elgg betes teka Eno Sinton rar eC Seren 35.00 
BSH AIO Sits Soars tals atv on Sh Side ieee eR Se pele 1,828.66 
MITE RING OC COMECHIONIC® S. ceaiic ich occekele Save bs niceties cw Sab ielalele’s 696.91 
niversary collections.......... pte ke aml thes ats Ree eR: 2,605.40 
BON ECS ATONCY: <5 o\n.0 «nets ane ele ove ce, sue pittteree es essesees 8,000.00 
WECUAIMRECEIDT Soc fos cus At esther ee cio toon ae SUE He re $ 51,040.54 
Gash on hand, April 1; TOPOS irnmeei Ne ee ae rhe ins gale 4,021.18 
$ 55,061.72 
; Hapenditures. 
NT lg doth ee ad aes eek Re nik cio wage 5d oa wind ot $ 5,635.12 
angelistic work (as per-detail on page 6).........---.-+- 15,916.81 
dren s Way Servicess. <....c..c cs. Sy Re cat eh pale 1,159.18 
oks purchased...-... Oe SEDO Went as Pe AED PK Pere EA oe wea 849 . 64 
MU ENO ICS ES ete beta inl oh cba ae islets infec late Soo ate Hosmeabeyes 8,675.00 
aveling expenses, offiders and board............--.+..-- 3,012.79 
vical help-. woes seed eee cette eee aE. PSO Se Kee caine eras ore Son 2,786.10 
nting and supplies-......-- Re IG ee. gio me car sone 4,827.32 
AMOMAMeOUISH CXPCNSES®. be 6 eps elses bess ola eee S Slcewres ke Slee 80.01 
tage, telephone, etc..--.-+. esse seer reeset ees Peete aes 3,274.19 
ree furniture and-furnishings........ 22.2000 es crete eee ees 382.98 
BOM TEN tals: cs. +. © «eis. Fa eter ore nia oon: ootiolls ele |e rapsqotstens« © ane 911.00 
BEM OI Kee Se ert Soothe Sig aan ahebe dels, vieleialalleie Wiever a!» hate 208 .00 
mere nfo lela Patelao) <i cise cule reicce'pi + witie seleweia sje) vigere Siae. sila eins ee 194.47 
istian Stewardship Commission..... pp icttesee Aue hleate 2!hs 900.00 
eral Contingent Fund for Quadrennium...........----. 300.00 
Howved money..-.---- Fe A at ODS Me OETA RABE ETS Oe eo OR CES 5,000.00 
Total receipts for quadrennium........ Keptede Mths AR scat ee $ 54,112.61 
eas on hand, March 31, 1913.<----2 ++ y.s-s.eeere sess 949.11 
: $ 55,061.72 
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Receipts. 
1910 1911 1912 1913 
General Funds .......... $4,137.46 $4,417.06 $4,311.47 $4,203.60 
Children’s Day Collect’ns 3,591.75 3,561.15 4,484.72 4,328.57 © 
Anniversary collections .........-. 669.79 1,037.36 898.25 
Institute collections .... 101.17 V5 140M tees a enna 
Bible Normal Union.... 354.87 174.90 120:25: ~~ -1'16:00 
MMP SOE Sduess ks as 452.40 454.10 467.38 - 454.78 
Brotherhood collections 5:32 152.17 385.67 153:75 
Literature sold =........ 538.06 315.14 268.63 134.93 
Evangelistic Work: 
AS ei Phe Vig ew asks cars 50:0 Sa" eer ae ne a Eee dae Ete ee 
Rieu ethy case vac 368.44 288.18 10430 ee 
M.A; Honline ...:. Zien a 62.50 269.15 ay tsp 
Hiw Ce Shatter ico. ¢ DEBS A igs, ete osha kW cuaieral ter eae eae eee rome 
Pee Be se1trich sai os 121.63 206.22..° DBAs Dis cet 
WL eeDin eer t,x se ire oni 127.5% 5 OOS ie aise oe 
Men and Religion Forward 
Movement: 
On W. L. Bunger’s 
Sahat wia ate ata ee este ck shes Hate 458.40 weenie 
On W. L. Bunger’s \ 
PRTEUSC Rey ee ha eis ok treads Bhs taes Ce 245.95 21.63 
On M. A. Honline’s 
SAT Vc bhegs Soe ated oes ior OR shoe sp Baers 175100" Saeco 
SyOLS es EN BP bin ov ay a hc Ve) 0) se Rr. eee meet Aer eee ean ES mn - 35.00 
BOLTOW Eds MOMEVe ere ean iciice SSC ee eee 5,000.00 3,000.00 
Patel ects see Si $9,745.48 $10,580.12 $17,333.28 $13,381.66 
Gash _onthandhApril: 15 1909.,54 seo. areata lest lp ae 
$55,061.7 
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Expenditures. 

1910 1911 1912 1913 
cerature donated ..... $1,831.57 $1,225.14 $1,366.66 $1,211.75 
coks purchased ...... 153.35 614.14 38.85 43.30 
ildren’s Day services. 358.34 181.22 337.97 281.65 
caries of officers..... 2,075.00 2,200.00 2,200.00 2,200.00 
aveling expense of 
wfficers and Board.... 687.99 1,212.97 618.12 493.71 
inting and supplies... 880.52 1,636.38 1,266.44 1,043.98 
scellaneous expenses 33.50 23.30 15.71 7.50 
Pete Wine. ese. es 591.20 674.00 862.77 658.13 
langelistic Work: 

Mey Arnold) expense....°..,20. ov..6...-: LOU Ree mes 
wee. Epley, salary... BLO ea eee te a ap a 
.. L. Epley, travel..... TEANGA Ratti ESAS Ss FEO bons Ee Eg Ey nee Neca 
me a ieetry, salary..:. —- 1,083.33 1,116.66 SOQ CU SE ener 
we C. Petry, travel... 369.06 303.02 S03 05 sear eee 
WM. A. Honline, salary. 125.00 1,600.00 OZ O0S tee pee te 
M. A. Honline, travel. 62.00 729.26 1,212.90 145.90 
va lt. Deitrich, ‘salary. 350.00 SS AUK OU eeate Meee pele eR cae De 
?. E. Deitrich, travel... 90.33 RIE To eae eae gpa ERS OR ES 
i. C. Shaffer, salary.. 312.50 1275 gars tine he oe se 
1. C. Shaffer, travel.. 12.67 PIS REN ces ata ag 
Meri. Bunger, salary........... 1,050.00 600.00 900.00 
. L. Bunger, expense.......... 578.39 870.31 764.60 
tage, telephone, and 
BEOUAD Iii siet ses core es 614.66 804.21 1,036.54 818.78 
ice furnishings ..... 142.50 162.25 76.23 2.00 
(COT al i ee 137.25 258.00 257.75 258.00 
We-work ........... 50.00 25.00 25.00 108.00 
istian Stewardship 
P@RUTISSION-~-s..0:0 coos 200.00 250.00 225.00 225,00 
er ee eae oe ae 69.47 125.00 
neral Contingent Fund 
b. TAWIGIG ACSF CDOT EN ese os cee a ge 300.00 
MN Dre te es) oe wala two ald he isle shiek 5,000.00 
ee rs ley. wre. 10,644.53 $15,249.41 $13,631.37 $14,587.30 
| EST DSS ICY af 2 2) a 
LIABILITIES. $3,000.00 
Pea OLEOWECUMINONEY 2012. kons 0 twee iw bs cacceg slat eee ,000. 
} on) Wigaals as S Giles eee nee Os ee a 949.11 
MSRP LOVICE atO ti. cir oc ots teuc's nv car e+ accep» oonte deca $2,050.89 
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Total 
$5,635.12 
849.64 
1,159.18 
8,675.00 


3,012.79 
4,827.32 

80.01 
2,786.10 


73.60 


15.57 
2,550.00 
2,213.30 


3,274.19 
382.98 
911.00 
208.00 


900.00 
194.47 


300.00 
5,000.00 


$54,112.61 


949.11 


$55,061.72 
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Detailed Receipts by Conferences. 








1910 1911 1912 1913 © 

ANemteny  eeaecic.cct ses 187.50. $ 205°58° $° "172 5016S. 1S 7200S 
California PIPE Bat $ 24.00 29.88 29 .00 30.00 
Ghickamauga. velisiee ces cand tales nip — Sle e'e mpclie Bie ou oie ohahenn comely fuel Joist ance in seees palace Seaman 
Colorado 4 Re ee 19.00 19.00 19.00 14.50 
Columbia River ....... 6.00 9.00 11.02 11.00 
Bast Neptaska ices. <4. 58.00 84.57 TOO GS Mt eek 
arate OHIO acieg sii vino. 2e 309 .66 Zit 55 200.00 172.00 
East Pennsylvania.....- 200.00 200.00 200.00 200.00 
East Tennessee-------- 27.67 15.69 32.80 4.00 
iat s TRG ee oe eee 104.84 133.00 116.20 121.80 
GOOE CIA Me 9's Celtic joiei\= 8.00 SeO0R” : Anon 6.50 
eItitatiee scree oe ce 112.07 148.75 118.11 133.86 
Towa State and Des 

BAGH E Eten, op idacliwe es 89.45 122.67 145.70 165.93 
PRA RO Gs ysis dm o's ace oi 10.70 TAZ <i tte nae hae 3.00 
Ou EY orice tae eg eee eC 6.00 3.00 Bet) 3.30 
ISGwere Wabash: omy - 95). 142.74 141.50 126.56 116.24 
Marines cnt ste 327.42 318.00 325.00 393.25 
WECHI CAD. 2 vias salem. ois 49.25 65.00 63.00 66.50 
Minnesota .---.-..-.-- 22.00 31.50 (c) 28.50 
IMIS TR Seer 37.68 43.08 45.55 30.00 
MOO RTO 1 ons Ceres be ekietoe 52.00 40.20 41.20 33.62, 
DOREME PECANISAS <6 aoa « ehers 208 . 56 187.70 187.24 179.75 
Northern Illinois...... 191.93 150.00 101.52 90.18 
North Nebraska....... 14.60 20.67 20.00 20.00 
INDO SEN eheRAS ©. 0) ete tee 4.50 34/6 aaa eee 8.00 
Qhio: Germanis.ss..:.. 45.15 46.44 50.45 40.00 
OVR EI Wat ieBec See 32025 44.25 38.17 28.10 
WC O TG et this cre: 2a) PALSY 29.50 Pe fa 
PenusyAVANia. 2'sy¢%.-% << 475.00 535.00 554.00 559.00 
Bo Osephaa sins 2. a.ate 98 .34 128.61 127.78 126.65 
Samdusloyoy..i< tis 29 os:ers.cs 467 .88 488.53 549.73 356.80 
Southeast Ohio........ 162.33 206.98 217.86 223.74 
Southwest Kansas..... 57 41 68.27 50.31 50.00 
Wika obit ee een eereee (a) 58.82 (b) 92.18 , 
West Nebraska:....... 69.01° 70.00 52.00 POU) 
West Tennessee-.:-:.. 3.50 2.79 5.00 4.85 
West Virginia eae oe 215.95 215.00 184.75 202.50 
White River. -+-2.%.7.'.. 144.75 241 .00 218.80 218.87 
WN ASCONSIT \cciesvens Mae - 25.00 25.00 20.30 24.09 
Upper Wabash......... AL 19 ee oe ey eect ee 
MIBCIASSILEM : j2/s!- se =e 62.63 64.83 177 .42 127 .96 











$ 4,137.46 $ 4,417.06 $ 4,311.47 $ 4,203.60 $ 17,269.59 


(a) Virginia report after books had been closed. 

(b) Virginia changed from spring to fall session. 

(c) Conference minutes of 1911 report $26.50 for G 
Repeated effort failed to secure remittance to General 
any satisfactory explanation. 


No report. 
eneral Sunday-school funds. 
Church Treasurer’s office or 


L. O. MILLER, Treasurer. 
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Dr. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I would like to present a memorial to the Home Missions 
Committee. ; 

Tue Present. That will be put in the hands of the secretary and 
sent to the proper committee. 

Tue Present. Dr. H. S. Gabel, secretary of Church Erection, 
will now submit his report. 

Doctor Gabel then submitted his report as follows: 


REPORT. OF THE CHURCH ERECTION SECRETARY. = 


Hownorep Bistors, Breruren AND SISTERS: Through the goodness 
of our Heavenly Father, I am permitted to submit to your’ august 
body, my second quadrennial report as Secretary of the General 
Church Erection Society. 


WHAT CHURCH ERECTION IS. 


The Church Erection Society is an: organization in the United 
Brethren Church whose sole business is to loan money fo churches 
and parsonages that need help in their erection. It solicits money 
that it may loan money. It does not loan to individuals, but to 
churches that are unable to build a house of worship, or a home for 
the minister, without aid. . It believes and practices that seriptural 
injunction: “Ye that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak.” Church Erection follows in the trail of the missionary. It 
helps to house the little flock and creates a throne of strength for 
the mission church. It is Nehemiah anew, building and rebuilding 
the walls of our Zion, and well it may say, “I have a great work to 
perform, therefore I cannot come down.” Hence let it be under- 
stood that the sole business of Church Erection is for the perma- 
nent construction of the kingdom of God, as represented by the 
United Brethren in Christ. It believes that dollars, mortar, brick, 
stone, cement and lumber are spiritual agencies that can be used 
in the spread of the gospel, the same as nen. Not that materialism 
can spread the gospel, but that such materials as mentioned can 
be used for the glory of God in building. 

Note also, that the value of its funds does not consist in what 
they have already done, but through their reverting process, in that 
which they may yet do many times over. Therefore the amount each 
year is increased. It can never be diminished, for Church Erection 
is like Moses’ bush, burning but not consumed. Better still, it is 
the cruse of oil and bit of meal that satisfies the weary but never 
fails; or more effective yet, it is the loaves and fishes in the hands 


of Jesus which multiply with the using. 
WORK OF THE QUADRENNIUM. 


The quadrennium in the work of Church Erection has certainly 
been fruitful under God. Our church properties now command the 
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fabulous valuation of more than twelve million dollars.. This has 
been an era of great building. The Church Erection Society, made 
loans on seventy-two churches, which amounted to $165,000, and 
brought over a half-million dollars of church property into existence. 
This is only the material side. With their new buildings, many 
pastors informed us, that Sunday schools had been doubled and 
trebled, and congregations and membership inereased in equal pro- 
portion. Who can measure the work that God will do in the future 
through these established congregations so well housed ? 

In the previous quadrennium $112,255 was loaned on’ eighty-six 
churches. This comparison shows that about $50,000 more was 
loaned on the seventy-two churches of this quadrennium than on 
the eighty-six of the former period. What is the conclusion? With 
a conquering spirit most of our annual conferences are laying siege 
against the hosts of sin in the cities and centers within their bounds. 
In most of these places work was begun without organizations. 
Establishing churches under such conditions is slow and expensive, 
and the Church Erection Society in many instances was obliged to 
take initial steps in securing sites and building material. Then, 
too, the purchasing power of a dollar now is not what it was four and 
six years ago. Lots, labor, and material have all increased in cost, 
for that reason also, our loans had to be larger than they formerly 
were. Cities in which we are not yet repyesented constitute the true 
fields of operation for this board, within the annual conference 
bounds, but a larger measure of responsibility must be assumed by 
the various conferences in supporting effective methods by which 


LOANS WILL BE REFUNDED WHEN DUE, 


The prompt refunding of loans to the Board when due, is a prin- 
ciple that must be adhered to for the suecessful administration of 
these funds. ‘To this end we have learned that one-half the amount, 
or more, of the cost of a proposed church must be first secured in 
eash or available subscription, before a loan can be safely made. 
For the Church Erection Society to invest the first money in a 
building enterprise, is not a legitimate proceeding. Usually the local 
church builds more expensively than it first intended, and therefore 
is obliged to borrow additional money from outside agencies at a 
high rate of interest, which naturally it seeks first to discharge, and 
leaves the Church Erection claim to be taken up far beyond the 
time periods contracted for. Church-building societies of some of 
our sister denominations grant loans only to pay the last bills of a 
church building or parsonage. Of course we are not in a position 
to conduct affairs so exacting and rigidly as that. 


GIFT FUND. 


‘ The time has come for the General Conference to inaugurate a 
Gift Fund for the relief of our city missions. This would mean 
clean donations to conference centers that are of the highest im- 
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portance. If Detroit, Seattle, San Diego, Knoxville, Colorado 
Springs, Charleston, Minneapolis, East St. Louis, Kansas City, 
Kans., Philadelphia, Bloomington, Buffalo Second Church, and other 
places of like prominence, could receive gifts of one thousand dol- 
lars each from the Church Erection Society, what a mighty impetus 
it would give these struggling missions. Church building in our 
cities is a great problem. The life and growth of mission congrega- 
tions cannot be assured without generous help to build suitable 
houses of worship, and this is the pressing demand, in which we can 
teach the religion of our blessed Savior to the people. 


UNITY AND EFFICIENCY. 


That a Gift Fund, worthy the name, can be established, unity and 
efficiency must be the slogan of our constructive work. All of our 
Church Erection work should be consolidated. There ought not 
to be any independent Conference Church Erection societies. Just 
as logically might an annual conference conduct its own foreign 
missionary work by contributing a share of its funds to the General 
Board of Foreign Missions. As operations are now conducted there 
is a tendency to destroy unity of effort, which is so essential to the 
success of any department. It also provincializes the sympathies 
and work of a conference. Fragmentary work should be abolished in 
our building industry. Consolidation of funds, under proper man- 
agement, produces the best results. May I repeat what was reported 
at the Canton General Conference, that we are the only church that 
administers its building affairs under such a lame policy? Our sister 
churches that are conducting work of the highest efficiency in this 
field, turn all their funds through their central or general boards. 
We should not be understood to mean that conference boards ought 
to be annulled. They have an important place. They ought to 
be advisory bodies to the general board for the proper placing of 
loans within their respective bounds. From the broadest standpoint, 
this would secure unity of effort and the highest efficiency. At the 
last General Conference, steps were taken to correlate the work of 
the conference boards with that of the general board by installing 
the Grant Fund, which called for all Church Erection moneys gath- 
ered in the Easter efforts to be reported to the General Church Treas- 
urer, who, upon demand, returned fifty per cent. of said funds to the 
Conference Church Erection societies from which they had been 
received. This, in a measure, brought good results. Some of the 
conferences magnanimously gave the full offerings to the general 
board; others faithfully reported all to the- general office, and 
claimed their share, while some ignored the General Conference 
action and persisted in making the division at home, and forwarded 
one-half to the Dayton office. This policy, it will be observed, does 
not create the unity so’ important under any given cause. To obvi- 
ate the danger that is claimed by some members of the larger con- 
ferences in not receiving a legitimate share of these funds for their 
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fils proposed plan, a basis should be fixed by the Gen- 
nce by which a certain percentage of their contributions 
‘edited to them for sole use in their territory. 


OUR KANSAS LANDS. 


The sainted Rev. J. Christian Ross, who, when he lived, was a 
member of the Neosho Conference, bequeathed fourteen hundred 
acres of land, located in Montgomery County, Kansas, to the Church 
Krection Society, to fall into its possession at the elose of his wife’s 
earthly career. During the quadrennium, through the good offices 
of Bishop W. M. Weekley, the said Mrs. Ross gave the society a 
warranty deed for these lands for an annuity consideration. These 
many acres are now the undisputed, legal property of the society. 
An additional four hundred acres, now held by Mrs. Ross, will also 
bean asset of the society at her demise. Rev. ©. R. Fralick, pastor 
at Coffeyville, Kansas, is our agent of this property and profitably 
handles it, so that more is realized therefrom than the annuity costs 
the society. These possessions are surrounded by prolific oil fields. 
Standing on an eminence near the center of these acres, looking to- 
ward the southeast, about three miles in. the distance may be seen 
a nest of three hundred huge oil tanks, the property of the Standard 
Oil Company. Brother Fralick writes that parties are anxious to 
purchase part. of these possessions; others want to lease them for 
boring oil wells; and it is the positive conviction of experienced men 
of that. community, that copious oil beds are beneath the surface, 
and only await the drill of the mechanic for their release to gush 
into the market. A thorough test of the situation will soon be 
made. What say you, members of the General Conferenee, if rich 
oil wells should be discovered, producing twenty thousand dollars 
or more per annum for Church Erection? With mine, I know your 
wish is father to the thought. So mote it be. 


THE LOT FUND. 

From a two- per cent. interest levied on all loans by the General 
Conference, for the establishing of a Lot Fund, satisfactory results 
did not accrue. Most of the churches receiving loans during the 
quadrennium ignored this act of legislation, claiming that this spe- 
cial fund, under the plan, would only be supported by the poor mis- 
sion churches. By order of the Board, at the Marion, Ohio, meeting, 
the first $2,500 realized for the Lot Fund, shall be appropriated to 
the Seattle church. The abrogation of this measure by the General 
Conference, to be substituted by an act authorizing the General 
Treasurer to subtract a rebate of one or two per cent. on loans made 
in the future, will be wise and effective. The moneys realized from 
such a plan ought to be placed in a contingent fund for the payment 
of incidental expenses as they arise in the administration of -the 


Society’s work, and thereby avoid the necessity of taking such ex- 
penses from the permanent fund. 
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PARSONAGE FUND. 

The beautiful deed of the last General Conference, in calling upon 
the Ladies’ Aid societies throughout the denomination for annual 
free-will contributions to the Parsonage Fund, did not enjoy the 
patronage it deserved. Comparatively few out of the whole number 
of societies responded to the appeals that were made each year. The 
importance of this fund cannot be too strongly urged. Some of our 
city missionaries are confpelled to expend as much as one-third of 
their salaries for rent. Such conditions soon create discouragement 
and drive the minister with his family from the field. Many of our 
city congregations have open lots adjacent to their churches, and 
with a loan of from $500 to $800, could build comfortable parson- 
ages. The plan is a good one, but must be more earnestly emphasized 
by those in authority. A minister of Iowa recently sent us this 
message: “Any pastor that will take the Parsonage Appeal to his 
Ladies’ Aid in the right way, will get a generous offering for that 
needy cause.” It is needless to add that said minister sent a good 
contribution each year, as, likewise did a number of others. 


DEVELOPMENT OF CONFERENCE TERRITORIES. 

The work of the quadrennium has intensified the conviction that 
for some time at least our field of operation should: be confined to 
the development of work within the bounds of the various confer- 
ences. Our magnificent standing in Pennsylvania, the Virginias, 
Ohio, and Indiana, and these States all abound with the most invit- 
ing opportunities, should challenge our highest endeavor in develop- 
ing what has already been begun. For this department to project 
work five hundred or a thousand miles beyond an annual conference 
range seems to be a chimerical experiment. ‘Advance should be of 
a contiguous order. Our greatest gains are made in sections of the 
country where we have strength and’ influence of effective organ- 
izations. Hence the greatest utility of means and measures consist 
in'pushing beginnings to a ‘successful completion. ‘T'owns and cities 
to which many of our people constantly gravitate, and where .we 
have no organizations, and yet are in proximity to communities 
where we are established, offer the most hopeful fiéld for us to enter 
and cultivate. To build our pyramid deeper and wider at the base, 
is the only logical way to make it higher at the apex. 


FINANCIAL ITEMS. i 


I am delighted to report an. increase of more than two thousand 
dollars through the last year’s Easter effort over the best previous 
year. It is a source of great satisfaction to submit that the contri- 
bution for Church Erection from the annual conferences have: in- 
ereased each year during the quadrennium. Yet to meet the. many 
worthy calls made. upon this department for assistance, a larger 
sncrease from. these sources must be realized. The: standard for 
Church Erection in’ the conferences.should be fixed at twenty cents 


per capita. 
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Mrs. Amanda Gray, of Dayton, Ohio, just one month before she 
died, in May, 1911, bequeathed to this society ten thousand dollars. 
The will provided that her daughter, Mary, might have the use of 
this legacy during her life, at the close of which it should be trans- 
ferred to the cause of Church Erection. Mary, with a spirit of like 
consecration to that of her sainted mother, is now settling the estate 
and arranging to pay us the ten thousand dollars. She says this 
shall be done while she lives, and does not .want to risk the distribu- 
tion of the estate by other hands after she is gone. — This prudent 
act is highly commendable, and should be an impressive example to 
our people with means, and influence them to contribute a share of 
their estates to the benevolent agencies of the Church while they 
live, and not leave them to be scattered to unworthy ends after their 
death, as is so often the case. Upon inquiry of Miss Gray as to 
what induced her mother to provide ten thousand dollars for this 
department, she answered, “Mother took the Telescope, and regularly 
read the Church Erection page.” That tells its own story. In ex- 
pressing our great appreciation and gratitude for this splendid gift, 
we also want to bow our acknowledgments to: the Telescope for its 
good services. 

A Twenty-five-Thousand-Dollar Series, consisting of fifty five- 
hundred-dollar pledges, to be paid in five annual installments by the 
subscribers, was launched. The ready responses to this solicitation 
justify and encourage the issuing of a second series of like form and 
conditions. 

The Annuity Fund enjoyed a good increase during the quadren- 
nium. This plan of benevolence becomes popular the more it is 
understood. It provides a regular income, and at death the money 
is where the donor intended it should be without any possible con- 
test. On the eve of this General Conference, an elderly lady of 
these beautiful Illinois plains, sent us a thousand dollars for this 
fund. With other donations, it came too late for this report. 

More than one hundred thousand dollars were refunded on loans, 
but there still remain sixty thousand dollars unpaid that are now 
due. An earnest effort was made to realize as much as possible from 
the delinquent churches. These churches are poor, and many have 
over-reached their financial ability in building. . This works hard- 
ship to them and to the society. Many of them regard Church Erec- 
tion as their protecting friend, and look to it as helpless children 
in their distress to a mother for succor. Other churches there are 
with overdue loans that are indifferent to the obligations they owe 
the society. Under all circumstances, an effective campaign for the 
recovery of this money must be continued. The society must have it 
to conduct its legitimate work. 

It will be observed that the treasurer closed his books with six 
thousand dollars borrowed money standing against the Society. 
Owing to delayed mails, caused by the flood, some payments on 
refunded loans and other funds reached the office too late for this 
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quadrennial report. Loans amounting to more than this item have 
been made in the new fiscal year. 


ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


Large and interesting annual meetings of the Board of Managers, 
consisting of our honored Bishops, Rev. H. F. Shupe, D.D., Rev. 
I. H. Albright, Ph.D., Rev. W. F. Parker, Rev. E. W. Curtis, D.D., 
Rev. R. A. Hitt, Mr. L. O. Miller, Prof. J. H. Ruebush, Mr. Eugene 
Schafer, and Albert Keister, Esq., were held in conjunction with 
meetings of the Home Mission Board at Lafayette, Indiana, Marion, 
Ohio, and Lebanon, Pennsylvania. The annual addresses were de- 
livered by Bishop Weekley, Dr. E. W. Curtis, and Dr. R. J. White, 
in the order named. Practical programs were prepared and finely 
rendered by members of the board and visiting ministers. Even 
some laymen ‘participated in the discussions. These convocations 
were inspirational and much for the cause was accomplished in the 
immediate communities of the sessions. 


OUR HELPERS. 


Rev. H. F. Shupe, D.D., Prof. A. W. Drury, Rev. C. I. B. Brane, 
D.D., and Mr. L, O. Miller, with the secretary, constitute the Execu- 
- tive Committee, These gentlemen are conversant with church erec- 
tion work. They were faithful and answered every call, and every 
application received their earnest and sympathetic scrutiny. They 
proved themselves a board of safe counselors, and their wisdom in 
solving many staggering problems was indispensable to your humble 
servant in the discharge of the duties devolving upon him. They 
have given much valuable time to these duties without fee or reward. 

Rev. H. A. Sechrist worked in the field all through the quadren- 
nium, with satisfaction and success. He gave himself to his hard 
task without reserve or complaint, and his good spirit stood him 
well in making many friends for the cause he so well represented. 
The great and sainted Moody once declared: “Blessed are the money 
getters for the cause of Christ, for verily they shall stand next to 
the apostles in the kingdom of God.” 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. That all applications for aid must be authorized by a vote of 
the church, at a meeting called for that purpose, as well as by the 
conference board, presiding elder and the pastor. 

2. That a Gift Fund be established upon condition that no divi- 
sion of the offerings or budget shall be demanded by the annual 
conferences. 

2 That the Conference Boards of Church Erection be made aux- 
iliary to the General Board, rather than operate independently. 

4, That presiding elders and pastors be instructed to urge the 
claims of the Parsonage Fund upon our Ladies’ Aid societies, 

5. That no loan be made on any church until one-half of its 
estimated cost is secured. Where a conference is entering a new 
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city, then the Church Erection Board of said conference shall first pro- 
vide one-half the cost of the proposed church. Such a policy must 
be adopted for the protection of the local church, as well as the 
society. 

6. Where loans are made for the erection of mission churches, that 
the Conference Board of said churches, with the Executive Com- 
mittee of the General Board, mutually stipulate the annual periods 
and amounts of their aan ee 

7. That the Conference Boards keep a record of all loans placed 
within their respective bounds by the General Board. 

8. That the General Treasurer shall subtract a rebate of two 
per cent. from all loans made, in lieu of the annual interest rate of 
two per cent. This money to be credited to the Contingent Fund 
of this Society, and thereby avoid the necessity of taking funds for 
the payment of such expenses and of the Permanent Fund. 


STATISTICAL. 

Sse! From the Beginning. 
Net Assets Secured........ » 5-67, 540.80 acne come $296,202.89 
Loans: on. Churches... 0.6 .. csi nec $159,652.50.......... 563,657.50 
Loans on Parsonages...........--+  4,900.00,......... 292,700.00 
Disbursed to Conferennes under 

Gran? Wands sais tae ee 14,326.34 ; 

Number of Churches Aided....... TLL oes cissiee tenes - 628 
Number of Parsonages...:........ Wik toes sits 54 
Death: Notes :Paid-a. seus eee 8 5,950.00 


In recognition of the work of the various conference boards, 
blanks for annual and quadrennial reports were furnished the sec- 
retaries of said branches, with a view of inacting them in this 
report. For some reason or another, but comparatively few com- 
plied with the request, so that a satisfactory report could not be 
made. This is very much regretted. ’ 


RESERVE FUNDS. 





Mortuaty” Notes’. 2355.0 ee $110,950.00. ........ .$157,200.00 
MATURED BEQUESTS. 
Amanda Gray’s Bequest ........-. $ 10,000.00 
Susan Wright’s Bequest .......... 2,000.00 
Amos Farlow’s Bequest ........... 400.00 
Amanda Clark’s Bequest .......... 500.00 
PRESENT STATUS. 
Cancelled Death Notes. . .+++..$ 15,950.00. . Leaving $141,250.00 
Oapitar esa. io) «oes ae aateiohee Fae $449,852.89 
Capital Last General Conference............s0.2--+-... $274,912.09 
Gain, 0 ose os. 25 os ole tw pag nimi em page alee 
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We express our deep gratitude to all who have aided in building 
churches, and we confidently look to the General Conference to so 
legislate for this cause that will permanently establish our Zion 
where it legitimately should be represented. 

H. S. Gasex, Seeretary. 


REPORT OF TREASURER ON CHURCH ERECTION. 










Receipts. 
Pe eem tine COME CTOs = esi hares cpp kece bo Soe ws tegen 4 ees $48,964 18 
mech andParsonare. loans-returned...). 24. vegies ee ele sv 103,581 89 
jc CELE AKG ee aoa OMe ects erence ansewtah ois tse ans dona ce ae ere 24,638 23 
Me HE MOTC SND AIC A soe to cle eget ticacee=, Shesecentege vss ckusl oe 28,585 74 
SE ee a iter he ra cae eh rath Biogas Ta ald “a sass Se rane Ce 821 73 
Me enone Ot ITs met uate etait cua eidinimiaiesetee 6 eee ese 386 38 
MURINE AIRES TATCUt hutch tek Latina Cinccka a Sree deeio aes te cleseres 2,604 97 
>. Qi TESRey ENC eR Alaa RENE AIGA GN ere De eee ere erence 3,300 00 
Merilcetos Parsonares Mund —chiccat ack <2 cls lew os coatepitiegrasee's pe 1,246 74 
MICU SCAT ELC eit fay ee Heer ols on nainele eee betula NS 8,470 61 
MEMS TIL OMEC V9 18 fos Sole My eelep eos Gis Seah elaovee sense de acne ass 42,750 00 
$265,350 47 
PROMS Asp ito 1 OOS Rae cekeiere a’ aacas celal el aceveigcntorh tre ejateucdes s 4,098 87 
FRG AILS 2s Sins ata eC re a Teee $269,449 34 
es Hapenditures. 
es NOt te nn a ake eas | ($150,692? 50 
Heme MN OA TNS a cc cesetetndke ice ep osenaeel 2 toatetevesere ye later o,s aia ss kn 4,900 00 
aries of General Secretary and Treasurer........-+.-... 9,490 00 
aveling expense of officers and Board............++.-.-- 3,487 O1 
apy of Bield’ Agent... . 2... 6. See tee ce te te Se ees 5,825 00 
aveling expense Of Same.........-.-- eee ee tee een eee 1,522 08 
miitieseand Interest. paidirn... os... cic ceg dees cece es. 11,057 19 
PCa INCI): Sy So gto Oe ke Moe ein ono ome bis td oe bec pater: 2,485 95 
nting and supplies ...... TREE RJR cS RE DL TEI EN EROS 1,974 32 
stage, telephone, and telegraph.........----+--+e+seees 2,057 73 
fee furniture and, furnishings... .. 0... sete ee eee eee eee 238 89 
orneys and court costs..-......-... Se ct eee Ne rotates 1,137 06 
[eat acous oc, oe eee aS. as, Pian SUE Rune, i a a ae a a 407 09 
Pec tees re ie) eae ee ae isha wim atylose's sie cine sec hepccer nis 3 787 50 
REM ATIG TEPAITS . 200s a's Siecle wee ee Kee eee ee ee ee 1,416 98 
ands to Conferences... iscet eee ere ee eee eee eetee 10,604 47 
fetian Stewardship~.... -.5 oes se be eee eee ee eet tees 1,982 10 
Bowed MONEY 2. ieee cee see eee eee cee tee eects 36,750 00 
rovements to Properties.........-.+eeeee eens treet 558 00 
id on Special to Seattle... 1... -. 2s eee ee eee eee ees 8.460 61 
elopment of Oil Land............-. (See Seiiet sen stro. 813 75 
heral Contingent Fund for Quadrennium.........---+-. 765 04 
Total expenditures for the quadrennium.............. é $266,373 27 
| Cash on it WMiareties ls 19S. ee oie esas es eee 3,076 07 
| la Gly he oo es Gees aide goe kD she oyna = eS Ne $269,449 34 
SO as 159 
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Comparative Statement of Receipts. 
910 1911 1912 1913 





Totals, | 
General Fund collections 


and Easter offerings...,... $8,679.19 $11,465.30 $13,351.80 $15,467.89 $48,964.18) 
Church and Parsonage loans 
TELUTMEM ooo es aN Ree 25,578.52 23,075.24 30,959.26 23,968.87 
City. Hund ar. ha sive 14,579.55 4,623.18 5,225.50 210.00 
Contingent notes paid........ 5,108.89 9,567.95 6,512.00 7, 306 90 
TGECLESES Ess Usk) dineuahee ers 332.84 255.30 158.64 74.95 
Interests credited to Lot Fund........ 8.10 29.00 349.28 
Rents from real estate....... 95.50 567.35' 1,072.65 869.47 
Sale. Ghar ropertys. ese ere en 1300.00) Senco 1,800.00 200.00 
Specials for Parsonage Fund. 39.09 500.00 446.85 260.80 
Specialator. Seattlew,.. seas variate 4,450.69 2,908.92 1,111.00 
Borrowed wtOREVi seas vea ve Pee omni 19,000.00 25,000.00 7, 750,00 
ANGLAL Sse ABs Dera $55,713.58 $64,513. Fl $87, 464.62 $57,659.16 meee ana A] 
Gash ‘on hand: April i; 19005 ota visisioscsp sues tase os sets aerate ia eae lca ee 8.8 


Comparative Statement of Expenditures. 


1910 1911 1912 1913 
(ShUrCwlOANS ~ obese ese $47,700.00 $40,487.50 $48,210.00 $23,255.00 
PAtsonace l0ans «>> «2s 2,300.00 800.00 SOOO OO metges hich svete 


Salaries, General Sec- 


retary and Treasurer... 2,290.00 2,400.00 2,400.00 2,400.00 


Traveling expenses ..., 532.87 1,115.46 877.30 961.38 
Salary, Field Agent..... 1,350.00 1,475.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 
Traveling expenses .... 266.88 420.85 400.33 434.02 
Annuities and Int, paid. 1,402.25 2,948.16 2,893.65 3,813.13 
Glericat alps... eh eae 368.75 546.45 VA 845.00 
Printing and supplies... 490.97 421.93 724.94 336,48 
Postage, telephone, and 

Pelemrapien cae. n ae. 443.34 591.48 562.94 459,97 
Office furniture and 

sunnishines. ~~ i925 de i 17989 eg ete Pe 34.00 25.00 
Attorneys & court costs 248.33 470.53 221.21 196.99 
Miscellaneous expense, 22.50 96,14 134.63 153.82 
AGO PFENES!S see pee ke arc 187.50 200.00 200.00 200.00 
Taxes and repairs,...., 49.32 611,37 567,39 188.90 
Refunds to Conferences 306.13 3,093.09 3,381.34 3,823.91 
Christian Stewardship .. 375.00 498.82 523.52 76 
Borrowed= Money sce: cise oe ie 7,000.00 18,000.00 11,750.00 
Improvement to Prop- 

ELUOSS cele st inthe buco: toils Ge eee ee DOB.O0 4s vee 
og on Specials to : 

RATION oy ccd oes thi ad Pe ee EL eee VA, : 
Bee epment of Oil : 3 ahey 
136 CR rerio reek ri eee : 
General Contingent Fund pore 
por Oewlrennivm ..,;.>5,0escexs. seep eee 765,04 

BEAL, oor ay re $58,513.73 3,176.78 91 431.22 22 $266, 
Cash on hand, March 31, 1913 Cees = oh baker en ‘ Sse ues $55,251.54 ; soe 0 
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Church Erection Collections by Conferences for the Quadrennium 
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| *Virginia changed from Spring to Fall Conference—No report. 


Total for 

1910 1911 1912 1913 4 years 
$322.88 $739.10 $683.83 $747.42 $2,493.23 
129.60 64.05 72.05 86.94 352.64 
27.69 58.20 50.97 69.37 206.23 
47.00 86.20 26.55 57.64 217.39 
108.77 112.09 122.94 192.67 536.47 
372.10 437.07 404.00 518.78 1,731.95 
583.50 901.63 1,076.85 1,127.68 3,689.66 
21.55 43.98 38.00 33.48 137.01 
154.64 124.21 163.49 127.85 570.19 
2.00 17.38 16.79 31.79 67.96 
183.08 242.55 294.52 167.19 887.34 
241.52 425.42 496.30 629.34 1,792.58 
Ste mates A ee a set Zi ea hee a 2.00 
8.00 21.50 16.75 29.50 75.75 
} 204.07 312.42 249.01 925.06 
1,394.66 1,353.34 1,333.81 4,681.73 
68.59 74.50 97.62 334.40 
56.77 48.57 26.00 152.84 
81.53 69.13 45.56 264.26 
Perea ends ces 40.17 34.00 74.17 
: 71.18 124.69 115.48 385.94 
; 456.60 426.66 399.77 1,620.92 
: 263.82 545.31 485.64 1,559.58 
: 10.65 23.13 38.34 139.59 
; 20.65 14.20 35.25 - 95.60 
: 178.17 200.07 330.69 873.34 
: 83.31 60.63 97.58 345.48 
; 90.10 88.59 69.66 335.93 
no) 828.03 1,187.59 1,106.18 3,813.71 
216.45 724.48 655.76 725.24 2,321.93 
336.28 871.95 1,279.99 1,086.18 3,574.40 
384.02 469.99 361.13 525.95 1,741.09 
106.07 119.54 170.03 204.07 599.71 
116.92 256.93 * 417.16 791.01 
Ofald 140.78 103.57 210.88 543.00 
3.00 8.00 Aa0) 3.00 16.50 
223.94. 247.32 250.36 303.36 1,024.98 
276.44 362.16 832.01 901.82 2,37 2:43 
58.50 101.40 69.52 93.93 323335 
PAB TS) hartge BCL Ate tie tp Os ee ea ei a oe 23.75 
1,883.49 1,081.24 1,592.29 2,712.06 7,269.08 
$8,679.19 $11,465.30 $13,351.80 $15,467.89 $48,964.18 


“'PWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Distribution of Church and Parsonage Loans for the Quadrennium. 


Allegheny: y 
WiVCPITah oS ape ee ok Gk ee SR pH meet Be Ae ati, Saky Alera cls cE $3,000.00 
MPa ifssech Ey NPC ENE tate a Rccere otcne: viv tad es pare eel D sac ean Te RRO aN 2,000.00 
California: - 
Sela netics ices Ream ee ee Pinon un eeNs IR PRL TS oor $1,000.00 
RPE RELY a Ee ae ak ES Se Ae rh Ee ie Pare 5S) Sh et 1,000.00 
CAN Veg Oe Tes ae Rees peri boi, eee Rk Ic ec ee eb 2,000.00 
MasmAnigeles. SECON scccuck cc h ereste et tietile sub eteie tee 3,000.00 
MIS PNT ELES oe L ITC tale me a eee sae pehratict oleh lox Mere 2,000.00 
Sux OS oh paee eee yeep seamen ecirbas WAG eRe iicc' 0 0.Cae Soe 5,000.00 
SACrAMmentO uP ATSONALE my ~ oee.c oe evieke ole mints oe pearance 800.00 
Colorado: 
Goalorade sSpnngs Soins ends ahs bee eee Ee mee $10,000.00 
Ried een ad Mites 5 hao ciecore Wid Sr os oe Oe Reheat Cee een Re 2,000.00 
BOT MINON EY ee 6k thee rece CR eek Oe eae 1,500.00 
Columbia River: 
Wrallae Wallat (Parsonage): 25.0\e oe wan tes erie ed 
East Ohio: 
WTARET LIME cme oe ie. so od F Seen srt Siege as RE ce eed ee er $4,000.00 
leveland. (Parsonage) te. c0 oe Peo ee ano eres ,000.00 
BSAA EL OMS Pa, io at: Aughe, sFekeve tapreates ate Ea Nea een ee 1,000.00 
MVGHINISO SH? Oho osc vb ceo Tee el aoe Pee ee 500.00 
UDA TSS Ty ea 0 SSG aaa Pe RE PN ge mee de Ted cap tomes rye 180.00 
East Pennsylvania: 
Stat poi is a eee ene Re eat TP Bei cae ots Sie $2,500.00 
MORESO Ne Ofer nles tap sscunas ance ne ce ua Fea ee 180.00 
Erie: 
Youngsville ...... wg eb) poet Bue bp tbat ec Amnaae ae, Saas ee eles) cor an eae $2,000.00 
PTAC CR ne iors a veh ws Sh oe 5h oat Jon ee res OR ee 800.00 
POUISICEL go sac hfe cin ays nx aha vty Most coc go ato ee a ee 500.00 
STi Lal Gy sayeyetaretas 2's: akeig 2 sce 5 2s ore, Se ee ee ae 500.00 
East Tennessee: 
MSs TL De ee Ponds ysl, vies em Sane oe Cee 
Georgia: 
peat A aMLOriGa wes epees otk Vind Ridevas oe es 
Indiana: 
MPO OR ee ek ante Pit, i ea ee RL eS te Laan 
Towa State: 
Warr GOs 2 Neathrn rts Re tase ore hee Pee, 
Marshalltown 200.6i0 ker et USA ot ees 
ee tres ee cena Ws ae eae 3,500.00 
MELE Ts 3's o vhanbciginsee np itints Gi ea 4s Ws mS end 0g s abo ga 2,500.00 
WPESEMEGINES vn RE desc cs aaa ee ee 
RENTOUL CS aps ot bn Girsie wicca are RENO ee aE tn Naz 5 et ae 2,000.00 
TUE Whee WSU EO ERCP omer NT et at, 
se aA bap | 2) Seis heigh eoeliy ak, See ND 
ATA Parsonage) i. ho, Mee Shei cy oh eee le nee ea oe ars 500.00 
; 162 eT: 
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Worthern Illinois: 
ID IGRER STINE gens ACen neh oes MPN Ree een Ise 


forth Kansas: 
| me erees City, ieancas! Dain hl a np oat Nas uaea she Waters tee Gee Sie diaigate 


BRELOTIN tO hs. oc.0s tc ices Poetics HERO pT Coc EA a RE 


ars Usy oreo ei elipialys 0G) 1e fo. 8.01.6) @ 00:16 de) 0.10.6 0) 616) 0 8 acd 8 \e elec 0c cs 0 ¢ 


“WENSOGRICIE J cee ob BD rat RR ee AO CRTC as ete ay OLS RE ees 
Bre Tees eh teed IMI Ms lesa teens waa ce. Kaho vass Rik ao ale: ne wyels gataca ees 
Seesota hein Clem Vents IN iy ares) <he se asc suScoed os ahs ce, ong oes seclabesee. a 0h 
MEBOrtiand Second CRaAtSONage)in. ovo. ds.ed s dees s Decne ales 
—URIIGIAT SEN OY vets Eathe a cas ome HST ACOs EM a et en oe 





150.00 


2,500.00 


4,937.50 
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1,000.00 


5,000.00 


2,075.00 


10,500.00 
1,300.00 


6,250.00 


5,800.00 
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Oklahoma: 


Medford ies Cs reed aoe Dienst Teen fone tee aera $1,000.00 
Be City eee eo eee oe eis eee aero  peeteer aae 600.00 
Battlésvilles oor oe gio ® aoe erints Seana hme oan 300.00 
LTS Re one ce ee ea a eee TE erate eer 300.00 
Crescent: steer ea pe Re SAG AP he ton Ae Seincyh Pie os 50.00 
Sandusky: 
EC ot Ys Vo yg Ween pear arp care Reve ad siete tones ete tA iris he, Agree $3,000.00 
EEC METIS ~<nnb inthe hac, soe Ie th Sas on ae Stee ear oe oereracre nee aaa 750.00 
VWiiaiseon Ue arsGiare) u.tisowimnnsrraeee cin take eee 500.00 
WrestiMianstieldy si: o-oruesnikecd cilia Rem hed scree amine Perea 500.00 
St. Joseph: : 
Sowths Bend (esse eee cha eae RE ner eae $5,000.00 
TSG RIO es. Acie he Sin Oe se Se eee 1,000.00 
(Core T MN OF CSO hd aac eR ARC LOE Oral ARB ech I A etnies 1,000.00 
Southeast Ohio: 
PS TILEY cows ee crtne aietthe Sale Vek ay LO Tee ee eee ee oe $1,000.00 
HE ASICA STAT co <2 9. sce stata Oe Sone tateeol Sea ont Te 360.00 
Southwest Kansas: 
PAT KANG AS wCIhy.© ficiid bak mag atte SUE Meek rac ne yeaa aR a $2,000.00 
PREECUI GIT # pee) on tare Le Cyete, Hark eh ee oe eee 1,500.00 
Virginia: 
Martiisburey sn area sakhaecn tebe mate ee eae: $3,000.00 
MROAILOKE oie oes terarehs eon Ae me he ae als eae Naame ars eae ose Te aes 800.00 
West Nebraska: Tae ag ea 
DSC ALN Cotiee nain Bee sean Be eee Cy ee eee ee $2,000.00 
elastin es 6 acres Bangi, ofk-e ini applet artis, Se Oe ANE TN ee 2,000.00 
PAUL OLAS Rae eee yt ies oa eso ele on ae ee rcs Bistioie 2,000.00 
West Virginia: 
CHatlestOn gars sm hit pn pou Rane aie Le ee $5,000.00 
Buckhanigoit a9. sob see thence Bal Ree ee Donk wees 2,500.00 
White River: 
Indiinapolis: Brookside +2. ease te en Oe a eee $4,000.00 
sPetresH saute ot me asian re tole tenn ae eer 1,200.00 
Wisconsin: 


Turtle Lake (Parsonage) 


ave (9 sie fe) aie of\syo tele, 9 mere asia sis Sanne) = 


OR Se FS ee eS a "6/5 Sie Be 61s) Sw 6 6) 9) 6 BPs Sa BD) S66 6) beim wleea) a teow 


Present Conditions—Comparisons. 
Church Loans: 


Amount of Mortgage Loans, Aprils lol ocean ees $146,610.22 
Loans made during the quadrennium.................. 159,652.50 
Loans returned during the quadrennium............... $99,042.89 
ghassed:to-proiitqand loss. 23... eee ee ee 1,301.00 
aratisfetred-te Florida Real Betateoy Ji ocean teen 2,000.00 


PRD 6 6 aw O46 6S ie DS dle Qad & 


2,251 


4,754 


7,00 
1,361 
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6,004 
7,501 


5,20 
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$306,26: 


102,34 
$203,911 
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’arsonage Loans: 








_ Amount of mortgage loans, April TOO Oe el ens $8,740.00 
Loans made during the quadrennium A ee eee ty ae ~ 4,900.00 $13,640.00 
Returned during the quadrennium..................... 4,539.00 
ELEC Miaa IN OlttwolletlOnLOAse au atte tie encore $9,101.00 
ontingent Notes: 
Amount of invoice, April 1, 1909............ peace ee $34,463.00 
* New notes since that date...........ccccececeececeeece 35,743.50 $70,206.50 
8 Amount paid on same during quadrennium............. $28,585.74 
Pecado prorit and 16ss 2 isis sete tiee hia epee dec 125.00 28,710.74 
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On motion of Doctor Fries; this report was received and referred 
to appropriate committee. 

Dr. A. P. Funxuouser. Mr. Chairman, I move that we do now 
adjourn. 

Seconded. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed. 

Rev. J. C. Bremer, of Ohio German Conference, pronounced the 
benediction in German. 


THIRD DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Satrurpay, May 10, 19138. 

Bishop W.. M. Bell called the Conference to order. Professor Rue- 
bush led in singing “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty.” 

Tue Presipent. J. W. Lilly, D.D., of Sandusky Conference, will 
read the Scriptures, and at the conclusion I will ask you to rise for 
prayer. 

Doctor Lilly read from the twelfth chapter of the Lord’s Gospel 
by John, twenty to thirty-seven inclusive, and followed with prayer. 

Tue Preswent. If there should be any matter of miscellaneous 
business it should have the immediate attention of the body before 
going to the regular order of services. 

Dr. J. G. Huser, of Miami Conference. Mr. President, I have a 
memorial to go to Committee No. 18 on Formulas, for admission of 
children into the Church. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. Mr. President, I have one 
for the Committee on Home Missions. 

Tue Presipent. These are referred. Any other? 

Secretary Marx Keppen, of California Conference. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I have one in reference to representation in the General Con- 
ference. 

Rev. J. L. Branpensura, of Indiana Conference. Mr. President, 
a pays a memorial to refer to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Rey. J.°F. Turner, of Kentucky Conference. Mr. President, I . 
have a memorial for the Committee on Boundaries. 

Dr. C. W. Kurrz, of Miami Conference. Mr. President, I have a 
memorial for the Committee on Church Membership. 

Rey. O. E. Wituiams, of Erie Conference. Mr. President, I have 


a memorial on the home, to be referred to the Committee on Home 
Missions, ~ 
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Dr. 8. S. Hougu, Secretary of Foreign Missions. Mr. Chairman, 

I have a number of items here from the Board of Foreign Missions 

for the administration of the foreign missionary work. I wish these 

to be referred to the Committee on Foreign Missions. 

Tur Presment. These memorials are referred. 

Dr. I. A. Horsroox, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. President, I 
have a memorial as to brotherhoods, to be referred to Committee 34. 
Also one on limiting term of office of presiding elders, to be referred 
to Committee 33. 

Tus Presipenr. Is there any other miscellaneous business? If 
not, we shall have immediately the report of the Christian Steward- 
ship Commission. 

Dr. J. S. Kendall read his report, as follows: 

QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION. 

To the Bishops, General Officers, and delegates assembled in this 
the twenty-sixth General Conference of the Church of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ, 

Greeting: 

In submitting to you this, the quadrennial report of the Steward- 
ship Commission, we desire first of all to express our profound and 
heartfelt gratitude to the Almighty God for his guidance and direction 
in the work of the Commission, and for the way he has led the entire 
‘Church to co-operate with us in the work of this department. 

The organization of the Commission and the duties devolved upon 
it by the General Conference of four years ago as set forth inour Book 
of Discipline will not be reviewed here. ; 

Immediately after the close of the last General Conference the mem- 
bers of the Commission met for organization and to plan the work. 
Rev. W. R. Funk, D.D., was elected chairman and Rev. H. F. 
Shupe, D.D., was elected recording secretary. These brethren have serv- 
ed the Commission in these offices throughout the quadrennium. At 
first meeting the matter of administration was carefully considered. It 
was decided to select an executive secretary and the present incumbent 
was chosen to fill the position. 

The Commission definitely outlined as its objective a systematizing 
of the finances of the local church, the unifying of the various. benevo- 
lent departments in their methods of finance, the introducing of the week- 
ly system of giving for all causes, the developing of the tithe principle, 
and a securing of a better support for the ministry. 

The twenty-five per cent. increase in ministerial support suggested 
by the General Conference was considered by some of our most optimis- 
tic supporters as a difficult undertaking. This was given special atten- 
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tion and I am glad to say that in three years this goal has been reach- 
ed as the following figures will show. The Church paid for the sup- 
port of its ministry in 1909, $910,223, and in 1912, $1,142,145, or a gain 
of 251%4%. This means an average increase of $160 to a charge. In 
1909 the average salary figuring on the basis of 1,500 charges was $606 
while the average for 1912 on the same basis was $761. The average 
of the Church exclusive of the mission conferences is about $800. 


While these figures spell success, there is much of the work of the de- — 
partment that cannot be tabulated; it is educational and foundational 
and naturally cannot be seen. 
To aid in bringing about these better financial conditions, the budget 
system for the local church finances recommended by the last General Con- 


ference was quite generally adopted, and in most cases where it has been 


worked has resulted in greatly improved financial conditions. The Com- 
mission has given special thought to methods and the providing of lit- 


erature that might prove helpful. We had very little in the way of lit- 
erature or examples from other churches to guide us in our work. 
The instruction of the General Conference to issue a hand-book for 
pastors and church officials on methods of finance was carried out and 
“The Better Way in Church Finances,” was issued, of which 3,500 copies 
have been sold. Other literature on plans and methods have been freely 
circulated. The first year, 40,000 copies of a twelve page leaflet, “Weekly 
Giving,” were distributed, also 25,000 copies of. “The Budget System and | 
How to Work It.” The second year 30,000 copies of a twenty-four 
page booklet, “The New Financial Plan” and 25,000 copies of a twelve 
page tract, “Seven Reasons Why United Brethren Should Tithe,” were 
issued. There have been 20,000 copies of that remarkable little book, 
“The Victory of Mary Christopher,” placed in the homes of the Church. 


Last fall a new book of 106 pages, “The Tithe Principle and Its Prac- 
tice,” was issued. In addition to these, hundreds of thousands of pages 
on stewardship and the tithe principle have been circulated. 

Much attention has been given to placing the giving of the Church 
on a scriptural basis. Effort has been made to have the Church see that 
giving is not a mere matter of caprice; that it is not merely an incident 
in the life of the child of God to be governed by sentiment and impulse ; 
that it is not to be looked upon merely as a duty but as a glad and heart- 
felt privilege under the control of the high and holy standard laid down 
in the Word of God. The conscience of the Church in this relation has 
been greatly quickened. 

While our present system of finance for the local church is giving 
quite general satisfaction, there is much unrest and dissatisfaction through- 
out the Church with the methods of financing the various benevolence 
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boards, which has given no little anxiety to those who have this work in 
charge. - : 

- The Commission has given much careful thought and extensive re- 
search to this subject. We have carefully reviewed the situation in other 
denominations and find them grappling with the same problems. 

There has been great anxiety on the part of the various boards to 
develop some plan by which they could co-operate and not work a 
hardship to any of our benevolences, and at the same time be practical 
and workable in the local church. ; 

A plan has been agreed upon and we are quite sconfident that if 
this plan be adopted and a systematic co-operation can be had in working 
the plan by presiding elders, pastors, and the various church officials, we 
will be able to remove many of the present undesirable featuresand at 
the same time will so unify our benevolence causes that they will get a 
larger place in the thought and giving of the Church. (See page 7 for 
Commission’s Recommended Plan.) 

Your secretary is profoundly impressed that the solution of the 
stewardship and church finance question lies in developing within the 
Church a conscience on the relation of human life and money to the 
work of the Kingdom. I am fully convinced that to correct the present 
spirit of indifference to the Kingdom as it relates to stewardship, atten- 
tion must be given to the spiritual life of the Church. It is my convic- 
tion that with the campaign of education that is being waged through 
the Church along the line of stewardship, there should be a stirring ap- 
peal to awaken, and, if possible, arrest the decay and decline in personal 
and experimental religion. 

I am convinced that the Church may be furnished with plans and 
workable methods of finance anda working knowledge of the Bible 
principles of giving and yet not attain the end desired. To arouse 
the Church to a fuller conception of her individual responsibility in the 
stewardship of life and property, we will have to go back of, and beneath 
all this and lead the Church to a deeper and fuller consecration and to 
an individual realization of the more abundant life in Christ, without 
which the financial question will remain unsolved. 

The great leaders in the forward movements of the church of our 
day are emphasizing the fact that the Christian experience of the church 
is not sufficiently deep, intense, and vital enough to carry forward, God’s 
program for the church of this generation. There is a feeling that the 
deepening of the: religious experience of the church is the one great 
problem before us. There can be no great forward movement in the 
missionary work of the church, no great offerings of money or life, 
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except as these are attained through a deepening and broadening of the 
spiritual life of the leaders of the church and a real spiritual revival 
among the membership. The findings of experts after the most careful 
study is, that the church must get back to the life of prayer, to Christ 
the source of all power; back to Divine wisdom, to the living power of — 
Jesus Christ. This should be the purpose of all the leaders of our Church, 
and ultimately of the entire church membership, if the great commission 
of our Lord Jesus Christ is to be carried out. 

The Church in her. present condition is wholly unfit and unprepared 
for the great wérk that God has placed before her. The question that 
is agitating the minds of those to whom God has especially committed 
the leadership is, How to obtain from the eternal God the spiritual im- 
parting of his grace that will enable the Church to meet the requirements 
of the coming hour? These facts may bea little humiliating but they 
are the convictions of the most heroic leaders of the Church. 

There is much in the reports that come to us that has a note of 
victory. ‘ 

As a denomination we have a splendid history. We are convinced 
that the standard of life and character in our Church is comparatively 
high. Our reputation along many lines is fine but it is not ours now to 
pronounce glowing eulogies on our own denomination. I know from 
personal conversations I have had in almost every section of the Church 
that the matter of which I have been speaking lies heavily upon the 
hearts of the leaders of our Church. I am convinced that with all our 
good record, as a church we have not been devoted to the salvation of 
the lost as we should. 

In studying the question of evangelization in our Church we dis- 
cover that there was added to the Church on confession of faith during 
the quadrennium, 100,000 souls: by letter, 25,000, or a total accession 
of. 125,000. We lost by death 11,000. Our net increase is 25,000 which 
indicates that the loss of about 90,000 are unaccounted for. (Some 
of the 90,000 are in the 25,000 who were received by letter.) This pre- 
sents the situation that should have the careful consideration of this 
body. 

I wish to, say right here that I have prepared a chart that will 
show the exact standing of every charge, the number of accessions, the 
number that have died and your present membership, so you can see ex- 
. actly where your own conference js standing in this way. It is sad to 

tell you, friends, that nine conferences have shown a loss of membership 
during the quadrennium. 

If we are to prove equal to the task before us we must have a 
Church that is wide-awake, consecrated, Spirit-filled, and thoroughly 
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evangelistic. Robert Speer spoke truthfully when he said, “We can 
carry no message save the one we have.” The need of the Church now 
is the incarnation of the Holy Spirit if we hope to conquer with the 
gospel the life of man. 

I would therefore recommend that the Stewardship Commission be 
enlarged to that of Stewardship and Evangelization. That it be directed 
to keep before the Church the spirit of evangelism and the directing of 
such a soul winning campaign as will quicken our Zion and bring to her 
the equipment needed for our present task. 


A Suggestive Program of Finance. 

First-That a Commission on Finance be elected. 

Second-That a General Budget for Benevolences be provided. 

Third-That the various Benevolent Boards submit annually to the Com- 
mission on Finance their minimum needs and their authorized goals 
for correlation, revision, and apportionment to the various annual 
conferences. 

Fourth-That each annual conference. provide a commission on budget, 
who, with the presiding elder, will apportion the annual conference 
budget to the various charges. 

Fifth-That the every-member canvass and weekly offering system be 
adopted by all our churches for local church support and benevolent 

- offerings. 

Sixth-That the promotion of Christian stewardship and tithing be con- 
tinued. 
The Commission and Its Duties. 

First-The Commission on Finance shall consist of a representative of 
the Board of Bishops, selected by the Board, four laymen and four 
ministers elected by the General Conference, the General Church 
Treasurer, and the executive officer elect of each of the benevolence 
boards whose support is authorized by the General Conference and 
whose funds are included in the Benevolence Budget ; namely, Home 
Missions, Foreign Missions, Church Erection, Board of Control, 
Board of Education, and the business manager of Bonebrake Sem- 
inary. 

Second-After the election of the executive officers of the various beney- 
olence boards, the senior Bishop shall call a meeting of the execu- 
tive officers elect who shall, in conjunction with the committee on 
nominations, place in nomination three times the number of laymen 
and ministers to be elected. ae 

Third-The Commission on Finance. shall meet within thirty days after 
the adjournment of General Conference on the call of the Bishop 
selected by the Board of Bishops as their representative. It shall 
elect a chairman and recording secretary and such committees as 
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shall be needed. It shall hold an annual meeting at which time the 
budget shall be arrangéd. Called meetings may be held at such time 
as may be necessary on the request of seven members of the Com- 
mission. 

Fourth-It shall be the duty of the Commission to study the entire benev- 
olence work of the denomination and develop a purpose and pas- 
sion that will lead the Church to reach the highest possible standard 
of efficiency. 

It shall secure from the various benevolence boards their ask- 
ings for the year’s needs and agree upon the minimum amount to 
be included in the General Benevolence Budget for each Board. 
Its decisions shall be based upon the present giving and possible. 
future needs of the respective boards. It shall apportion the budget 
to the various annual conferences and mission districts. 

It shall conduct an extensive educational campaign through a 
large use of the Church press, conferences, institutes, and such other 
agencies as will assure success to the apportionment plan, and bring 
each annual conference and local church into sympathetic co-opera- 

- tion to reach the full apportionment. 


It shall seek to simplify and systematize the financial policy of 
the Church; to emphasize the unity of the various departments, and 
promote Christian stewardship and the tithe principle. " 

The Commission shall be entrusted with the working out in de- 
tail of the new financial plan for benevolences as to the fuller or- 
ganization of the work, the manner of education, publicity, introduc- 
tion and promotion throughout the Church. 

Fifth-The General Benevolence Budget of the Church shall be the amount 
agreed upon for each board, plus the salaries of the Bishops, General 
Church Treasurer’s office expenses, the expense of the Commission 
on Finance, the General Conference expense fund, and such other 
funds as may be authorized by the General Conference. 

Sixth-Our Bishops, General Secretaries, presiding elders, pastors, and local 
church officers everywhere shall join with the Commission in intro- 
ducing and working out in the local church the plan of finance adopt- 
ed by this conference. 5 

Seventh-All general benevolence enterprises that look to the Church for 
support shall secure from this Commission on Finance its endorse- 
ment before making appeals for money. 


The Annual Conference. 
First-There shall be in each annual conference a commission composed 
of the presiding elders and’an equal number of ministers and lay- 
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men who shall arrange for the annual conference budget and ap- 
portion it to the various charges. This commission shall co-oper- 
ate with the committee in the local church and the General Commis- 
sion on Finance in working out the new financial plan on each 
charge. 

Second-The annual conference budget shall consist of the apportionment 
of the General Budget, plus the annual conference benevolences. 
which shall include the apportionment for the educational institu- 
tions with which the conference co-operates. In fixing the amount 
to be apportioned to the annual conference benevolences considera- 
tion should be given to the real needs and the present and past giv- 
ing of the conferences to these benevolences. The conference com- 
mission shall report to the annual conference the entire conference 
budget and the amount included for each interest for adjustment 
and adoption. 

Third-In apportioning this budget to the various charges, the conference 
commission shall be governed by the ability and the standard of 
giving of the local church or churches. 

Fourth-The entire amount collected from the various charges in the con- 
ference shall be divided between the General Benevolence Budget 
-and the conference budget on the basis of the proportion that each 
sustains to the entire budget. : 

Hifth-All conference benevolence work shall first be approved by the 
conference commission on finance before being presented to the local 


churches. © 


The Local Church. 


First-Each local church shall give special attention to systematic in- 

- struction in Christian stewardship and the methods of finance re- 
commended by the commission. 

Second-The official board sHall elect a benevolent committee in each local 


church who in conjunction with the pastor shall provide for the 
benevolence offerings of the church. 
Third-The missionary or benevolence committee shall direct an every- 
~ member canvass of the members and supporters of the church for 
an offering on the weekly basis for the benevolence budget. This 
canvass when possible to be made at a different time from that for 
the current expense budget. 


Fourth-It is recommended by the General Conference that pastors and 
official boards give the official benevolences the right of way before 
allowing special and outside local benevolences to be presented to 
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their congregations; furthermore, such appeals shall only be pre- 
sented after they have the endorsement of the official board. 


Dr. W. H. Washinger moved that the report be received and re- 
ferred to the proper committee. Seconded. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. Mr. President, as chair- 
man of the Stewardship Committee, I wish to say we have carefully 
looked this plan over and we find that it must be the result of very 
careful thought, and as I understand, all the general church inter- 
ests have had something to do with the compiling of this report, 
and the committee wishes to present this as part of its report on this 
subject. I speak of it now for this reason, if the General Conference 
should adopt this plan as outlined here, we ought to adopt it at 
the earlier part of the session because the different departments 
should be correlated. 

The motion was adopted. 

Tue Present. We will proceed with the report on Foreign Mis- 
sions. Doctor Hough will.read this report. 


Dr. S. S. Hough, Secretary of the Foreign Missionary Society, 
read his report, as follows: 


QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE FOREIGN MIS- 
SIONARY SOCIETY, UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST. 


To the Bishops and Members of the Twenty-siath General Conference. 

Dear Coworkers: The past four years have been full of activity 
and development in the work of foreign missions. By the action of 
the last General Conference the Woman’s Missionary Association 
became cooperative with the Foreign Missionary Society in the 
administration of the work abroad. 

The Foreign Society, as now constituted, with representatives from 
the Woman’s Missionary Association on its Board of Directors and 
on its Executive Committee, has been charged with the responsibility 
for the maintenance and development of all the work in our five 
foreign fields, West Africa, Porto Rico, Japan, China, and the 
Philippines. With both men and women on the administrative coun- 
cils there has been unity of action and the wisest measures employed 
for the promotion of the work. The heartiest satisfaction with this 
plan has been expressed again and again by our foreign missionaries. 
They have been strengthened with the consciousness that they now 
have back of them the interest and support of the entire home church. 


THE RISE OF THE NATIVE CHURCH. 


The supreme purpose in foreign mission work is not the raising of 
large sums of money for this cause, nor of securing the necessary 
missionaries, though both of these are essential factors in reaching 
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the final aim, which is the establishment of native churches and - 
native institutions in non-Christian lands full of spiritual life, vic- 
torious in evangelism, powerful in self-support, and able ultimately 
to extend and direct their own work without aid from other lands. 
Toward the realization of this goal our workers abroad have made 
good progress the last four years. In each of our five foreign fields 
we now have a well-organized, growing native church. The success 
of the work has brought us face to face with new and important 
tasks. The spiritual lifé of the churches must be made of such a type 


that it shall be well worth propagating. Pressing hard for solution 


are the problems of Christian education, a Christian literature in 
the vernacular, medical institutions and the necessity for the com- 
plete codperation of all the Christian forces on the field to meet 
their giant enemy and conquer him in the name of our Lord. 


THE WORLD'S CONFERENCE. 


To aid in the solution of the complex problems before the native 
churches in all non-Christian lands, the World’s Missionary Confer- 
ence at Edinburg in 1910 gave its best endeavors. 

The United Brethren Church was represented in this great con- 
ference by Bishop G. M. Mathews, D.D., Mrs. Delia Todd, Mr. A. A 
Moore, Rev. U. M. Roby, Dr. Chas. W. Recard, and the Foreign 
Secretary. 

Eight strong commissions, after wide correspondence and earnest 
study through a period of two years, presented statesman-like, scien- 
tific reports on the various phases of world evangelization. The 
findings of this conference are now forming the basis for missionary 
policies and administration in all parts of the world. 

This great conference gave special attention to the unoccupied 
fields that still await the first messenger of Christ. Beyond the reach 
of the present foreign missionary forces there are over six hundred 
million persons who must pass into Christless graves during this 
generation unless large reinforcements are sent forth speedily. 

Tt was recommended that on each field a definite missionary survey 
should be made with a view to the complete evangelization of the 
field by adequate missionary and native forces. When the survey of 


‘all that has been done to win the world was made, it was the con- 


viction of the leaders of this World Conference that the power of the 
present missionary work can be doubled by a proper correlation of 


the Christian forces, and by hearty cooperation on the part of the 


various societies in establishing strong union educational and medical 
institutions, and in the work of Christian literature and evangelism. 

The conference wrought out a most comprehensive forward pro- 
gram. A Continuation Committee was elected to carry into effect 
the principles agreed upon, and the delegates regarded the end of 
the planning but the beginning of the downg. 

Before they separated these apostles of our Lord from all lands 
declared that “the next ten years will in all probability constitute 
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the turning pomt in human history and may be of more critical 
importance in determining the spiritual evolution of mankind than 
many centuries of ordinary experience.” 


DEPUTATIONS VISIT OUR MISSION FIELDS. 


After the Edinburgh Conference our denomination was among 
the very first in the United States to plan to have all its foreign 
fields visited, with a view to putting into operation the principles 
and plans approved at this World’s Conference. 

Bishop G. M. Mathews, D.D., accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. S. C. 
Caldwell, at their own expense, visited Porto Rico during January 
and February, 1912. At the request of the Board the General Sec- 
retary made a visit to Japan, China and the Phillipine Islands from 
October 9, 1911, to April 9, 1912. He was accompanied to China 
and the Philippines by Dr. A. T. Howard, who greatly assisted in 
the work. A complete statement of the findings by these deputations 
has been presented to and approved by our Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, and the same has been published for the denomination at 
large in the book, “The Call of China and the Islands.” 

At the direction of the Foreign Board the Seeretary visited also 
our mission work in West Africa from November 5; 1912, to February 
2, 1913. The report on this field has just been presented to the 

oard. 


THE PURPOSE OF THE VISITS.‘ 

The aim of the visits in all the fields was to study the missionary 
situation from the view point of our experienced missionaries and 
native pastors, and to visit and inspect the various mission stations 
and institutions, and to confer with our missionaries and the Christ- 
ian workers in other churches with a view to putting the lives and 
the money invested to the wisest possible use in establishing the 
kingdom of God. 

In order to have the widest range of facts available as a guide in 
our council meetings we sought definite information from the secre- 
taries of the various mission boards directing work in these fields, 
concerning their difficulties, methods, and victories. To our own 
missionaries we submitted in advance forty-four leading topics and 
questions for investigation. These covered the various phases of the 
work of the mission council and of the native church, and the rela- 
tion of these bodies to each other and to the home board; likewise a 
statement of the territory belonging to us as yet unoccupied, and the 
American and native forces necessary to evangelize the same: also 
the equipment and buildings that should be provided within the next 
four years for our several fields, together with a statement on coop- 
eration with other societies in educational and medical work. 


FINDINGS OF THE DEPUTATIONS. 


The chief impression that came to us in the fields visited was that 
God is hastening his kingdom in this our day. Most colossal trans- 
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formations, spiritual, social, educational], and political, for the uplift 
of mankind, were taking place before our eyes. No other quadren- 
nium in the history of the race can compare with the last four years 
in the changes wrought in non-Christian lands as the result of 
decades of foreign mission work. Hundreds of millions in China 
and in the Turkish Empire who have been chained by Satan for 
centuries through sin, ignorance, and superstition are now granted 
Christian freedom and a righteous opportunity. 

We were profoundly convinced that this is the day of greatest 
opportunity for the church of Christ to put on her full strength, 
and to take no rest-nor give God rest until he establish his kingdom 
in all the earth. - 


OUR MISSIONARIES. EFFICIENT. 


We found our mission work in first-class condition. Our sixty- 
six foreign missionaries, under the inspiration and . direc- 
tion of God, have accomplished a wonderful work. They are capable 
and efficient and have high standing among the workers of other 
societies. Our missionaries have mastered the new languages, adapted 
themselves to strange conditions, won the first converts, organized and 
developed the native churches, and trained a large force of native 
leaders. One of our greatest assets abroad is this band of true and 
tried missionaries—able leaders who will direct wisely the advances 
of the next decade. These workers are grappling with their giant 
tasks like heroes. Many of them are dying daily for Christ’s sake 
through fevers, overwork, and depleted energy, and they are yet hold- 
ing on faithfully, for they cannot let go anywhere without endan- 
gering results. : 


RAPID DEVELOPMENT OF NATIVE CHURCH. 


The strength of the native churches and the efficiency of the native 
pastors constitute the real glory and power of our work abroad, for 
it is more and more clear that each foreign field must be evangelized 
through a living and life-giving native church, brought to its highest 
efficiency under native leadership. It was a constant wonder and 
joy as we went from place to place to see the rapid development 
of the native churches. 

“The Missionary Review of the World” published a statement 
recently on the growth of the communicant members in the foreign 
fields. In that statement our work abroad made a splendid showing. 
Only three denominations had a higher rate of increase in proportion 
to the number of ordained missionaries and native pastors, while 
seventeen fell below our record. 

Think of it! The number of our ordained native preachers in- 
creased during the last eight years from four to twenty-four; the 
organized churches from thirty-eight to ninety-five, and the com- 
municant membership from 1,429 to 5,484. The following exhibit 
of the development of our work abroad during the past two quad- 


renniums will be studied with great interest: 
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GROWTH ABROAD DURING TWO QUADRENNIUMS., 


1905. 1909. 1913. 

Toreien missionaries: Oh: 2 ache as bl 53 . 66 
Ordained native preachers........... ‘4 17 94 
Total <nativecworkeras: wns waco aes «ests 81 124 158 
Organized churches ....... haa 38 163) 95 
Chapels and church bane HOARE, Bene 19 38 59 
Communicant members ............... 1429 3253 5484 
Sunday schools ....... Sty nae, 38 aie 113 
Enrollment in Sunday schioolec. 5 re uae 4407 6508 
Young People’ s Societies. . ; a 6 24 33 
Members in Young People’s Societies. . 239 689 905 
Junior Societies ....... FS stage 6 19 36 
Members in Junior Societics. Ssh 330 56omas 1049 
Day and boarding schools............. 98 36 44 
Pupils in day and boarding schools. ... 964 1478 1638 
Total value of property on foreign 

féldsheqeh sn ‘ . $76,927 $208,285 $259,265 
Contributions for “gelf-support “and: be- 

nevolences ... ... 4,599 10,459 14,673 


The chief emphaais ‘during ‘the period from 1905 to 1909 was given 
to winning converts, organizing churches, and erecting our first large 
buildings; while during the past four years special attention was 
given to training native pastors, developing the spiritual life of the 
churches, inculeating principles of self-support, creating a Christian 
literature, and planning for union movements. in education, publica- 
tion, and evangelism. 


REMARKABLE MEDICAL WORK. 


Our medical missionary work made a deep impression on the 
deputations. In Porto Rico a good beginning in dispensary work 
has been made at Yauco. In China we found Dr. Bigler 
going about at all hours of the day and night in Canton, ministering 
to the sick and dying right through the unsettled period of the 
revolution. We attended the dispensary one day when Dr. Bigler 
said she had a light day-—only one hundred and thirty-five persons 
were waiting to be examined and treated! Dr. Oldt has started 
medical work in Siu Lam, and a new hospital in this important 
center will be erected as soon as the unsettled conditions caused by 
the revolution will permit of it. 

Our medical work at Rotifunk, West Africa, has had a wonderful 
growth. When Dr. -Zenora Griggs began this work in 1901 she 
treated but two hundred different patients the first year and received 
in voluntary fees eighty-five dollars. Year by year the work has 
grown in such remarkable favor that over seven thousand different 
persons, coming from ali sections of Sierra Leone, were treated the 
last twelve months, and their voluntary payments for medicine more 
than met the entire expense for salaries of workers, including the 
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missionaries, and the upkeep of the dispensary. Each patient hears 
of the good news of the world’s Savior. The evangelistic opportuni- 
ties in our medical work are wonderful. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. 

It goes without saying that the command to evangelize the whole 

world includes the double necessity of training the evangelist and, 

; where education by the state is wanting, of providing such education 
as will enable the people fully to apprehend the message of the 
evangelist. Hence, Christian education is of the greatest importance 
in our foreign fields. In Porto Rico and the Philippines the Ameri- 
“can government is providing for the education of the children in 
good public schools. The Japanese government has also established 
an excellent school system, but in West Africa and China Christian 
missions have had to be pioneers in modern education. In China 
only fifteen per cent. of the entire population can read and write, 
and in Sierra Leone only one person in twenty-five of school age has 
at this time school privileges. We have in Africa thirty-three schools. 
These grade up from the primary through the intermediate to the 
Rufus Clark and Wife Training School and then to our splendid 
Albert Academy. 

Since the revolution in China the government is making strong 
ealls for men trained in the Christian schools to take important 
positions in the various provinces. For example, Professor Chung of 
the Clanton Christian College, who is himself a product of a Chris- 
tian school, has been appointed commissioner of education for the 
entire province of Kwangtung where there are thirty-one million 
people in the center of which is the city of Canton. The opportunity 
before the missionaries for Christian education in China is unparal- 
leled, All the mission schools are crowded beyond their capacities 
since the revolution. In addition to the primary schools, our Church 
has recently established a grammar school for boys, and provision 
has just been made for the enlargement of our excellent Miller Semi- 
nary and its relocation at Siu Lam. 


CO-OPERATION IN HIGHER EDUCATION. 

No fact in the life of the modern world is more strikingly evident 
than the present awakening in non-Christian lands. Old religions 
are becoming rejuvenated. Atheism asserts itself in new fields) Moral 
and spiritual problems under changed conditions assume a magnitude 
and gravity not recognized before. These new conditions command 
the Church to produce leaders who will have the character, insight, 
and training necessary to pilot the people through the new dangers 
that confront them. 

Schools properly equipped to produce these leaders are expensive, 
hence missionary leaders in the foreign fields have been driven by 
the overwhelming needs of the situation to combine their forces in 
the support of strong Christian colleges and training schools rather 
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than erect at a great expense many parallel and necessarily weak 
denominational schools. 

Our Church has taken a strong position in this union of forces 
for higher education. In Japan we have been codperating with the 
Doshisha College. Recently the trustees of this school have enlarged 
its courses to become a Christian university, and Rev. B. F. Shively 
of our mission has been called to the chair of réligious pedagogy in 
its theological department. 

In the Philippine Islands the Presbyterians, the Methodists and the 
United Brethren have united in a union Bible Training School at 
Manila with Rey. E. J. Pace as our representative. A preliminary 
plan has been agreed upon in Porto Rico by which the Presbyterians 
and the United Brethren will unite in a training school. 
Steps have been taken in China by our mission to codperate with 
the Canton Christian College in the higher education of boys and 
girls, likewise in a union theological seminary and in a union medical 
school. 


PRODUCING A CHRISTIAN LITERATURE. 


During the quadrennium a printing department was added to 
the Albert Academy, and the Sierra Leone Outlook, a monthly paper, 
has been issued by our West African mission and is proving a strong 
factor in the development of the mission. 

Christian union papers have been started in both Porto Rico 
and the Philippines. The strength of our work has been recognized 
in that these papers are printed on our mission presses and are 
~ edited by United Brethren missionaries, Rev. Philo W. Drury editing 
the “Puerto Rico Evangelico” in Porto Rico, in which publication 
the Congregational, Presbyterian and United Brethren missions are 
uniting, while Rey. M. W. Mumma edits the “Naimbag a Damag,” 
(Good News), in which the Methodists and United Brethren in tke 
Philippines are codperating. 

These papers have a wide circulation, and are powerful gospel 
evangels. The one in the Philippines has now over five thousand 
paid subscriptions which gives this paper the largest circulation of 
any distinctively religious weekly paper in all Asia. 

In addition to these regular periodicals a great variety of small 
books and pamphlets have been issued from our mission presses. Our 
workers in the Philippines, at the request of the American Bible 
Society, assisted in the translation of the Bible into the Ilocano 
dialect, and thus brought to over seven hundred thousand persons 
for the et time the priceless gift of the Word of God. 


BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT. 


After a complete survey of our work abroad, the deputations 
found, (1) That our chief stations in Africa have been provided 
with good church and school buildings, also residences. In Japan, 
China, the Philippines and Porto Rico permanent church buildings 
and missionary residences have been erected in some of the leading 
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centers and our work throughout has been started on a substantial 
basis. The natives themselves, though extremely poor, have made 
good progress in erecting chapels in smaller places. 

(2) We found twenty-seven districts, each with a population 
ranging from ten thousand to one hundred thousand, in each of 
which we have an organized church but no suitable church building. 
In many places the native Christians are worshiping in private 
homes or in temporary shacks utterly unfit for the development of 
strong churches. . 

With multitudes wholly without the gospel in districts adjacent 
to our work, there has come the temptation to spread our forces- 
over a wide area; but our policy has been, and we believe it should 
continue to be, to advance into new places only as rapidly as we are 
able to follow up the work already opened by making each station a 
well established center. We must make strong what we have started, 
and as we do this, we should take our share of the new territory now 
being assigned for evangelization. 


SUMMARIZED NEEDS. 


After thorough investigation and much counsel and prayer our 
missionaries on the field ask the home church for the following 
new buildings and reinforcements to be supplied within the next 
four years: (1) That we send out seven additional missionaries 
each year of the ensuing quadrennium. (2) That the gifts to foreign 
missions be increased to $150,000 annually for the enlargement and 
support of all the departments of our growing work. (38) That we 

~geeure at the earliest possible date $160,000 for new buildings and 
equipment as follows: To provide twenty-seven chapels and churches, 
eight missionary residences, one hospital, one dispensary, four school 
buildings, namely, a building for the new grammar school for boys 
in China, a building for the larger Miller Seminary for girls in- 
China, our share of the union training school building for Porto Rico, 
and a Bible training school for young women in the Philippines. 

This call ig not an ideal or ultimate aim, but it represents actual 
needs that should be met within the next four years. The sum total 
asked for, when provided, represents but sixty-three cents per member 
annually from our denomination for the evangelization of our five 
foreign fields. The new buildings and equipment called for to supply 
the entire need abroad for four years aggregates a. sum less than 
the cost of two church buildings dedicated within the last six 
months in our denomination. ‘ 

There are individual men and women in our congregations 
who when they know the needs, will be glad to give from one thou- 
sand to five thousand dollars to erect a memorial church in a district 
of from ten thousand to twenty-five thousand people abroad where 
ours is the only Christian church. . For instance, we have just re- 
eeived one thousand dollars from Mr. and Mrs. OC. S. Arford; of 
Indiana, for the erection of a memorial chapel at Bacnotan in the 
Philippine Islands. 
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Two years ago God led a Christian layman in Iowa to give 
$4,500 for a new hospital in China. Then a noble benefactor of 
our foreign work in Illinois added $500 to reach the amount of 
$5,000 needed. 

Owing to the absence of the Secretary in Africa but little could 
be done to launch the equipment campaign. But a:layman who read 
“The Call of China and the Islands” started the work by sending in 
a subscription of one thousand dollars. Another business man sent 
us the following: “The constructive program for equipment is cer- 
tainly businesslike and will appeal to business and thinking men. 
I want to have a part with you in this great work of the kingdom. 
Enclosed find my pledge for twenty-five hundred dollars.” The first 
payment of five hundred dollars on this pledge was received before. 
April 1. 

It is a growing conviction with many that this call from abroad 
coupled with the larger aim for our colleges, the seminary and the 
home missionary work in America will constitute the very outlet 
necessary to cause the Christian stewardship fires in our churches 
to blaze forth into white heat. The leaders of the Church are re- 
sponsible for putting before the whole membership such tasks as 
shall enable each member of the Church to reach his highest develop- 
ment in gifts, prayer and work for Christ’s kingdom. 


A CALL TO PRAYER. 

After seeing the powers of darkness in our foreign fields and the 
spiritual dearth and the many adverse conditions it became clear 
that there is the greatest need for united intercession for the super- 
natural power of Christ to come upon our foreign workers. The lone- 
liness of our missionaries and native workers, many of them surround- 
ed by ninety-nine persons out of a hundred who are in pagan dark- 
ness, is simply indescribable. One of the missionaries writes: “The ° 
devil is marshalling all his strong forces, the danger signals are sound- 
ing, I hear the tread of Satan’s army and we must get ready for the 
battle. If it were in my power to do so I would have the whole 
church in America on her knees for the workers here.” 

Our mission work abroad can never be victorious through the 
supply of missionaries alone, nor by the erection of suitable build- 
ings much as they are needed. Only by divine power given to the 
workers in answer to the united prayers of the home church will 
the powers of darkness be driven back and the Church of Christ 
be made triumphant. I bring you the one heart-breaking request of 
the missionaries abroad that you pray, pray fervently, pray contin- 
uously for them and their work. 


CLOSER SUPERVISION. 
After this visit to our fields the Secretary is convinced that 
we should provide closer supervision for our foreign mission confer- 
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ences, at this time when the infant churches need counsel and 
guidance in piloting them through the present critical formative 
period. Our missionaries, far from their native lands and Christian 
influences, are surrounded by adverse conditions which bring a tre- 
mendous downward pull. If it is important that a bishop should 
meet annually the conferences in America where the workers breathe 
a Christian atmosphere how much more important is it that our 
missionaries and native workers on the outposts of the kingdom 
should be reinforced by strong leadership from time to time. Other 
churches are providing closer supervision for their work abroad at 
this crucial period. With the work of the General Secretary more 
than doubled the last eight years it is impossible for him to super- 
vise our foreign fields and at the same time be the force he ought to 
be to direct the office work and enlist the home chureh and secure 
suitable candidates for the foreign service. . 

Two methods of procedure are open. If our foreign conferences 
are to be under the supervision of the bishops who are assigned 
heavy duties in the United States, these superintendents should 
take into account at the beginning of the quadrennium the import- 
ance of giving sufficient thought and time to the study of the prob- 
lems and the visit of the foreign fields so as to become familiar 
with the local conditions and the complex interdenominational and 
international problems with which our workers. are grappling. It 
will mean a thorough study of mission policies, hard work, is- 
olation and suffering to superintend our foreign conferences. 

Another way would be for the General Conference to assign a 
bishop to give all his time to the study of the conditions and tasks 
in our five foreign fields, to hold their annual conferences, and tarry 
long enough with them to enrich and encourage the life of each 
foreign missionary and native pastor, and understand the method 
of approach to the native minds through the conditions peculiar to 
each field, and thus interpret to the native churches the full rich 
content. of the Christian faith. In addition when in America the 
bishop assigned to the foreign conferences could assist in relating the 
home churches to this great work. The proper supervision of our 
foreign fields will be an important factor in carrying into effect the 
program outlined for our work abroad for the next four years. 


ENLISTING THE HOME CHURCHES. 


The task of evangelizing the world will go forward to final victory 
when the home church gives the cause of foreign missions a central > 
place in its life and work. More and more this is being done. In 
seeking to secure the support for this cause we have acted upon the 
principle that the Church itself is fundamentally a missionary or- 
eanization. Christ taught it to pray “Thy kingdom come.” He 
commissioned the Church to “preach the gospel to every creature.’ 
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It is because of this fact that “every person by virtue of becoming 
a member of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, is a mem- 
ber of the Foreign Missionary Society.” 

During the past quadrennium our aim has been to arouse a genuine 
missionary enthusiasm by giving definite information about the real 
situation in our foreign mission fields.) Each year well illustrated 
reports of our own work abroad were sent out to our pastors and 
other key workers. Three hundred and fifty-one thousand five hun- 
dred copies of attractive leaflets, prayer cards and charts were pub- 
lished and sent forth for careful use in our churches. Special 
emphasis has been put upon the development of a strong missionary 
spirit in our Sunday schools since this department of the Church is 
the most promising field for the successful cultivation of devotion 
to the foreign mission cause. 

Sixteen thousand five hundred copies of “The Call of China and 
the Islands” were purchased by our people the last seven months. 
Through the phenomenal sale of this book a real vision of our task 
abroad has been given to the rank and file of our Church membership. 

The laymen’s missionary campaigns during the past four years 
brought to the churches of America a definite responsibility for world 
evangelization, and they introduced an adequate method of express- 
ing the awakened interest through an every member canvass and 
weekly or monthly gifts for the cause. 

In the effort to make every local church a power house for missions 
our bishops, presiding elders, foreign missionary committees, pastors 
and the editors of our Church papers have rendered invaluable serv- 


ice, and we would gratefully acknowledge their wholehearted codp- 
eration. 7 . 


RECEIPTS FOR FOUR YEARS, EACH ENDING APRIL 1, 
1910. From churches, Sunday schools, young p boop so- 


cieties and individuals. . 5 ee . $48,857.98 
From bequests and annuities. . siccssletie eateats te ee OLOs DO 
From interest on permanent funds............... 2.526.59 
Through the Woman’s Missionary Association.... 84,192.43 
ota wears ; . $82,387.52 

1911. From churches, -Suides schools, young x people’s s so- 
. cieties and individuals.......:....+.-. . $59,592.88 
From bequests and annuities. . Seo ce ee ee Enis ot 060.00 
From interest on permanent funds............... 2,947.06 
From the Woman’s Missionary Association....... 33,546.15 
Tétalyicwaate . . $97,136.09 

1912. From churches, Sunday schools, young people's so- 
cieties and indrviduslai. eee eee . $58,108.73 
From bequests and annuities. . cade os walle ea & 2800400 
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From interest on permanent funds............... 2,590.31 
From the Woman’s Missionary Association....... 85,878.47 


sds sale POO; OOLOL 


ORO elses as Ss ae at a oS ye ee ate ee 
1913. From churches, Sunday schools, young people’s so- 
cieties and imdividuals. .. 2.260. ....-.2...0. 6 $56,972.91 
From bequests ..... 0.0... ceee eee eee teen ete 350.00 
From interest on permanent funds............-- 2,766.29 
From Woman’s Missionary Association.......... 37,673.73 
RNa tte Fee ec de wale ek: POU, LORGO 


FOREIGN MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR TWO QUADRENNIUMS. 
(Including interest on permanent funds and gifts from all sources). 

By the adjustments made at the last General Conference the 
sources of income for our foreign work have been somewhat lessened, 
while the responsibility for the development of the work abroad 
has been increased. As a result, it has been extremely difficult to 
direct the work abroad effectively without incurring a large in- 
debtedness. By ordering year after year the most discouraging de- 
lays in the erection of urgently needed buildings, and seriously cur- 
tailing the appropriations, we still have an overdraft for this quad- 
rennium of $8,917.77. 

Four years ago when the Woman’s Missionary Association be- 
came co-operative in the work of both home and foreign missions, 
the Foreign Board assumed the responsibility for the development 
of the entire work abroad, namely, that which was supported pre- 
viously by the Woman’s Missionary Association in China, the Philip- 
pines and Africa, in addition to the work carried on before by the 
Foreign Board in Africa, Japan and Porto Rico. 

While the Woman’s Missionary Association has had a healthy 
increase in gifts, yet because some of.their funds were given to the 
Home Board the past quadrennium, the gifts from the Woman’s 
Missionary Association to the work abroad during the past four 
years were $6,662 less than they expended on the foreign fields the 
previous quadrennium. . This shortage had to be made up, and the 
enlarged demands of the fields had to be provided for. 

With the enforced absence of the Secretary in the visit of the 
foreign fields, and the multiplicity of appeals that have come te 
the churches during the past quadrennium, it has been impossible to 
increase sufficiently the regular gifts from our churches to foreign 
missions to mect the needs of the many departments of the work 
abroad. 

When we take into account these things, and remember that 
this has been a transition period in the adjustments of our finances 
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there is reason to believe that our denomination is now ready for 
a healthy, vigorous advance in world evangelization. 


COUNSELORS AND CO-WORKERS. 

The cause of foreign missions has had wise and loyal counselors 
the past four years in the members of the Board of Directors and in 
the Executive Committee. I desire to record my unbounded appre- 
ciation of the able work of these administrative bodies. In the ab- 
sence of the Secretary in the Orient and in Africa a double re- 
sponsibility and work came to Rev. J. Edgar Knipp, Educational 
Seeretary, and to the Executive Committee. These carried forward 
the various phases of the home side of foreign missions with remark- 
able efficiency and power. 

During the past quadrennium our Church suffered the loss of 
two strong promoters of foreign missions, Bishop J. S. Mills and 
Bishop D. K. Flickinger. Their unfaltering faith, great optimism 
and unquenchable zeal inspired our whole denomination to press 
forward in the work of world evangelization. Bishop Flickinger 
will always be remembered as the pioneer of our work in West 
Africa. The best tribute we can pay to these noble servants of God 
will be the rededication of our lives for the completion of the work 
to which they without reserve gave their lives. 

Rufus Clark, a benefactor of the Foreign Missionary Society, 
died on October 14, 1910, at the age of eighty-seven years. Through 
the gift of five thousand dollars from Mr. and Mrs. Clark in 1886 
the Rufus Clark and Wife Training School in Africa was started. 
At the time of his death Mr. Clark had read the Bible through forty- 
four times. His great desire after his conversion was to do some- 
thing worthy for the evangelization of Africa, and he left the For- 
eign Missionary Society a large bequest for the equipment and en- 
dowment of the Rufus Clark and Wife Training School, which 
institution has already prepared many of our most able native 
pastors in Africa. 

Owing to adverse financial conditions in Denver the progress 
in settling up the estate has been slow, but the first ten thousand 
dollars of the bequest are expected within a few months. The remain- 
der of this bequest, when available, must be invested as a permanent 
fund, the interest alone to be used for the development of the school, 
This gift will become a power beyond calculation for the evangeliza- 
tion and uplift of Africa. 


THE MISSIONARY PROSPECT. 

The outlook for Christ’s world kingdom was never brighter 
than now. In our own foreign fields everything seems ready for 
a powerful forward movement. Two things are necessary to make 
the hopeful outlook an assured success. 
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- (1) The Christian church must see the world as a ripened har- 
vest field. God has brought the hundreds of millions in China and 
Africa upon us all at once to challenge the whole church membership 
to cease to live for themselves and to find their real life in working 
with Christ to reap this ripened harvest. .When in Africa I met 
a representative of the British and Foreign Bible Society who had 
just returned from a three thousand mile trip through the vast 
Soudan where just east of our mission work, stretching out for thou- 
sands of miles, there are towns, tribes and whole districts without 
a ray of gospel light. Christ died for all these and is waiting to 
deliver them from demons and sin of every kind, and to adopt them 
as his lawful subjects. 

I can still see the stirring scenes of war in China when as 
one man her four hundred million people rose up for liberty and 
Christian freedom. One day as I stood on a little hill top back of 
the city of Kum Chuk, China, I counted in a district that is al- 
lotted to us to evangelize, eighteen towns and villages aggregating 
a population of a million, all waiting for reinforcements called for 

-in the enlarged program here announced. As I think of these mul- 

- titudes of our fellow human heings captured by the power of Satan 

' and awaiting the proclamation of the Great Emancipator, Jesus 
Christ, the world’s Savior, I can hear the Master say, “Thrust in 
thy sickle and reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 

(2) We must fix our eyes on the greater Christ and be em- 
powered by him. The rank and file of the church has not yet dis- 
covered the greater Christ. It has taken nineteen centuries of 
Christian work to reveal to the world Christ’s full power and glory. 
His face is to the future. His eyes are upon the church in the 
spirit of expectancy that every member shall be a co-worker with 
himself until his enemies be made his footstool. To one of the first 
disciples he said: “Thou shalt see greater things than these.” When 
Paul had seen the ‘greater Christ he wrote: “He is able to do exceed- 
ing abundantly above all that we ask or think.” 

It was the larger Christ that drove Livingstone to the heart 
of Africa where he planted his life as seed for its redemption. It 
was the larger Christ that moved Morrison to say that he was ready 
to he stationed “where the difficulties were the greatest, and, to 
all human appearances, the most insurmountable.” He went to 
China a century ago and the omnipotent Christ working through 
him and his followers has wrought there a complete revolution during 
the past quadrennium, ushering in an era of Christian freedom to 
one-fourth of the population of the globe. Truly, there is nothing 
too hard for God. de 

As. co-workers with Him in the onward march of his kingdom, 
dare we undertake less than the tasks to which our missionaries now 
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eall us? If we fail through unbelief we shall quench the spirit 
and be paralyzed by doubts and fears; if we lose our lives in obed- 
ience .to him we shall find them again for “a man’s discovery of 
God is in direct proportion to his enterprise for God.” Having seen 
the transformations in our five foreign fields I can say with a larger 
meaning than the author intended: 


“T have seen Him in the watch-fires of a hundred circling camps. 
They are building Him an altar in the evening dews and damps. 

I can read His righteous sentence in the dim and flaring lamps. 
His day in marching on. 


“He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall never call retreat. 
He is sifting out the hearts of men before His judgment seat. 
Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer Him; be jubilant my feet. 
Our God is marching on.” 
Your co-worker, 


Ss. 8. HOUGH. 


Doctor Hough, during the reading of the fourteenth page of his 
report, asked all to bow their heads in silent prayer. After a moment 
of quiet he said: 


Let us learn to pray quietly with united power. Think of those 
in China where the general assembly is now in session, the organiza- 
tion of a new government after the pattern of the United States, 
and they have called upon the Christian people of the world to 
pray for them. Under God, did you ever hear of such a thing before, 
a heathen country calling upon our government to organize their 
country for them? Won’t you pray for the new president of the 
new republic and for his council and general assembly, and for our 
missionaries that they may have a wonderful part in the transforma- 
tion of that republic of the Orient? And then, won’t you pray for 
Japan, that country that has risen like a ruler, and is controlling 
in such a wonderful way the Orient for Christianity and not pagan 2 
Won’t you pray for our little band in the Philippines, that has a 
share in making Old Glory glorious in the uttermost parts of the 
world, where our country has done more in fourteen years to trans- 
form the Philippines than any other country in twenty-five years, 
or any other power on earth? Won’t you pray for them, and won’t 
you pray for our neighbors in Porto Rico, those workers led by 
Brother Huffman and Brother Drury, both of whom are home and 
whose wives are sick? Help us that our workers may not fail us in 
times like this. And then think of Africa, from which I have just 
come, with all its terrible darkness and abhorrent cannibalism, which 
is like a dark blight settling upon the country, and which. is going 
to throttle them unless civilization comes in. Pray for those mis- 
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sionaries with faded faces, with fever on their brows now—those 
that had fever while I was with them. O God, hear the united 
. prayers of this General Conference, thy servants, for these five fields 
now. In Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen. 


The report was then completed and met with great applause. 

Tur Presiwent. Now, we have a very unusual emergency to which 
our attention has been called, but I want to ask now that Bishop 
Mathews, who was in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Philo W. Drury 
in Porto Rico, that he shall‘lead us in brief prayer in behalf of Sister 
Drury, who passed under a very critical operation, is in the hospital 
and who has certainly a claim upon our affectionate remembrance 
to-day that we are all glad to recognize. Let us rise for a brief 
prayer. Bishop Mathews, lead in prayer. 


Bisnop Marnews. O Lord, our Gracious Father, O Christ, our 
personal Savior and Lord and Friend. O Holy Spirit, our Guide 
and Comforter, we come to thee in the name of Jesus Christ, in inter- 
cession for one whom thou dost love and whom we all love with all 
our hearts. We thank thee that thou didst call this noble, educated, 
cultured woman into the kingdom, and then called her to seal the 
marriage vow with another educated, consecrated, noble person, and 
then. thou didst by thy spirit speak to them and call them into the 
special missionary work, and they hastened to a land outside of 
~ America, in an island so needy and so debased and so ignorant and 
yet so hungry for the gospel of Jesus Christ, and this noble, queenly 
woman gave up the richness of her queenly life for the uplifting of 
those persons and their transformation through the gospel of Jesus 
Christ into the kingdom of our Lord, and for years she gave out, 
far away from home and friends and loved ones, what she might have 
taken in to supply her in the home land. 

Oh, our God, thou, knowest her and some of us learned to know 
her in the richness of her consecrated life, in the sweetness of her 
spirit, in her abiding and princely love for the people of Porto Rico. 
So noble, so sweet, so blessed in her home life, taking in many a girl 
to come into her home to learn much of the sweetness and the amen- 
ities of the real Christian home, to go out from that home to live 
a beautiful, Christian life. 

O God, thou knowest all about her spirit. Thou knowest all about 
the personality of her influence as she impressed it upon the girl 
life and the woman life of that island. Oh, our Father, thou knowest 
the anticipatory joy that is in her heart after being weary and dis- 
tracted in her nerves, in the expenditure of her very life to come 
home again and see her loved ones, and to see her infant child and 
to recuperate so that she may return to continue the work of her 
Master for that needy, promising island. 
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And now that queenly, noble woman is in the hospital. O Blessed 
Christ, thou who dost love her as we cannot love any one, put thy 
great heart up against her weak heart; put thine arms about her and 
press her to thy throbbing bosom and do for her with the mightiness, 
the supernaturalness of thy spirit and the boundlessness of thy 
sympathy, what we cannot do—even her father and mother and hus- 
band cannot do, and restore her to health, bring her to her accus- 
tomed strength. : 

Bless her noble husband, with alarm in his soul, with uncertainty 
in his heart. Oh, wilt thou pour the riches of thy life and thy love 
and thy grace into his heart. And then those noble children, three 
of them, bless their young lives, and hear our prayers, our united 
prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, who is more tender than a 
nurse, who is more sympathetic than any earthly mother, who is 
more concerned than any human father. O Blessed Christ, hear our 
prayers for her now, give a speedy recovery for her body and her 
restoration to all the sweetness of domestic life and relationship 
and to the richer fellowship of the home land, so that thy name shall 
be glorified and thy kingdom shall be advanced and the memory of 
her sweet spirit and consecration shall go back to that promising 

‘land, with a rich blessing of power and salvation so that her influence 
shall be multiplied one hundred fold for the glory of God and the 
salvation of the people. Hear our prayers of this moment in the 
descending of the richest spiritual blessing from the very throne of 
God upon her sweet, queenly, consecrated life. We ask it for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 


On motion of Dr. C. J. Kephart, the report on Foreign Missions 
was adopted and referred to the appropriate committee. 

THe Presipent. President Landis will read the report of the Board 
of Education. 

Tue Presipent. The report of the Treasurer of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society will be distributed at this time. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER OF PORRIGN MISSIONS. 
Receipts 
Por general purposes.....-......4... MSE ees Ss Sek SES $187,507.27 
Piiiding campaign... .- os... ce een eee eee eee trees 1,001.00 
WWoman’s Missionary Association:............00ee eee ees 143,606.63 
| PARI Amelie oe vieja cutie Dubie s Slave ots Oainte tiGtHia snes ed as ek 8,135.28 
B Por Japan......:....6..-2-.-s ST NORE og ee ih eae CE 2,749.21 
ERO T EOL IRIC Om cis Giaks cc fieeieye)/etele clenoueevei sia a shel. nie bee 3 alwitce 5,358.02 
Kyoto Church, Japan.....)..se sees eee scene perenne es 2,399 .80 
Albert Academy, equipment and endowment........... PSS 
avis dn gh, Ay ree eae enero te 4,165.39 
RE PINES oo. ioe 3 se es eae esis i eh re ne eee eee 3,048 . 34 
Mrs. L. K. Miller Memorial......------ses+eeeeeeereee 41.38 
hina. Hospital. :....--s.eces ene since eee seeing 7,242.25 
TS EGU eee ieincar ew oie wel ogi asl inet ein eet es eee ste 50.00 
Total conference offerings (see page 4)......------ 
Receipts from Investments: 
Interest on Albert Academy endowments.....-.--..-- -$ 1,200.00 
Interests, Permanent Fund loans...---++-+++++--++++0+: 9327.18 
Rentals, Permanent Fund real estate........--+--+---- 853.00 
Total for current work and Permanent Fund...... 
Miscellaneous Items: 
PURO We CT ONCY. «caters che) Savele isl ole cheleus| siete # neve nutumejtieh «9 8 $107,000.00 
Mortgage loans returned. ..-- esse eer eee cette eects TEAS 205 
WeribectatersOlde oo. ne isc sleieve + Sie sire Guatsie-c os Gieie wie aires s 1,475 .00 
Missionary literature sold..-.-----++-:esrrerrrre ttt 5,604.72 
BOP MLCT ca cin cloths een ene eee en eles Fs 2,006.73 
ericuotaAtrican landS. 2s sme mci es ney le wnt et 3,275.00 
Permanent Fund bequest---------+:ssesccrstt B. 00 
Total receipts for quadrennium.........-+--++++05: 
Cash on hand, April 1, 1909..-------++++-+- EES 
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Expenditures 






Appropriations: 
Oui Cor Wa A aE A ot Oath PEN Cech Por er ra ea Utah aa etalon $ 92,813.13 
Dele bao et earn ar re acme Cicer eer Seco Sa 52,650.78 
POLO RICOS cage ais sos eis See pe eerie a) iat te eee eee 58,205.54 
China Ba Ser Soo ke. Pace AOS nee 49,670.50 
Philip piives” asics sic 10 cttigts ae aa Sui wety Mates cerca 52,098.48 
SOU Oona 
Buildings: i 
1 oa ge a ee eae SA ARS RA CE FoR De oS He $ 1,000.00 
JADA Met kes, cae ocyh ers Ske et ee EEE OE Ee Ee 6,000 .00 
POCEKG2 RIC Osh hid 4 nw cake e's 'o%h. che where ate lene meat cntehoter mete ke eaetares 9,500.00 
PRU ti pittesteen er oc ow 6 aaah am tete tay emis morte ey agi 4,500.00 
blir he as ee aes oo Eee es ee 6,000.00 
SSS $ 27,000 .¢ 
Sundries: 
Boreatved * moneyis ashen. aoe Oe aa a ee $ 99,000 .00 
Permanent fund loans morteageres scares ere oy aie 12,873 .23 
Missionary literatures ptrchaséd a0 ose eaten 5,385 .64 
Salaries. offOHiGers ye mt soe hy LY ere agra rate 9,490.00 
Araveling expense, officers and boards... 9... =< 850. sa acke 3,318.08 
Bield—“WOLKS - Gait t sisi oale pie cat ese ee eins CE ke Bence 2,958.52 
Salary. oLmedicational secretaty.<.. cms © okilp ee olaisue nine 4,937 .50 
Stenographers and office *help:s.0.8-. cure nee tes ae 4,632 .63 
Miferest and Anuaiiitics «- nm ecersieceeel eee eee ae 5,245.08 
Taxes, insurance, and repairs............ Fenian Aesth eee 484.49 3 
Rectal arate COMMS SIORGss: Fiscal Pelton othr ure bie Minit Ae aed 1,125.00 . 
Prints ANAS SHO Pp Ie Sarereie a sves «0. eenre esata cjecsnanite ote lene soto eatees 6,236.30 
Postage, telephone; and telegraph... ...:-.2...5... ches; 4,658.67 
A REOTRE VSta li GeCOBLE 1 COSLS clei et ste isiele ls /= < ageless 766.33 
MascellanemaShirenis. os sect cc oo ne Oe AL 1,777 .65 
Office; darnitucesand= furnishings. comace a neat aan oe ee 322.71 
Real estatesiniforeclosure acer ys elae ten cunts al poet ieee oleteuens arte 3,300.00 
General Contingent Fund for Quadrennium............ 775.00 
Christian Stewardship! Commifssion: +25 oo tee ces 2237550 
— = »>$169;524aF 
Total expenditures for quadrennium.............. $501,962. 
Cash in‘hand;. March Si iGlsreee eee ee es 
$517,369.5 
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Comparative Statement of Receipts. 























Year End- Year End- Year End- Year End- 
ing March ing March ing March ing March TOTALS 
¥ 31, 1910 31, 1911 31, 1912 31, 1913 

«@eneral Purposes: 

(Gen. Fund collections $38,514.94 $48,851.88 $50,296.39 $ By 844.06 $ 187,507.27 
BRO ATTICA crore ois, sim oes 22 19.22 1,917.98 2,025.57 1,972.51 8,135.28 
For Japan Slacsber stellate 6a /e "651.03 6380.52 750.16 717.50 2,749.21 
Hor Porto Rico:.:... 1,683.41 T572255) 1,252.93 849.13 5,358.02 
ieyoto Church...... 2313670 SOOO saca Dlam keane hs late eaters aici 2,399 .80 

PRP NGINS. CAMIPAIS Ta: Scie seiiels > se elew sete ee [+ ep sees 1,001.00 1,001 .00 
Woman’s Missionary 
BXssociation «3.5%. 36:508.28: —'33)546.15 — -35:.878.47-- 37,673.73 143,606.63 
Albert Academy 

equipment and en- 
Pdowiment.......-:4. 23.64 107 .33 70.78 30.00 PRIVEE 

CSCS aS Ee 139.04 1,863.72 13327515 830.48 4,165 .39 
Failippines s..0.555 6. 123.59 190.55 1,055.37 1,678.83 3,048 . 34 

Mrs. L. K. Miller Me- 

reraraa ican PetP a tate TAN er oak oe coyay she daar at; tenons, ote Stalls “ore Aver S Oe Wane aigt stators 41.38 

{@hina hospital..--:..  $2+.«0.. 5537/2220 1,460.60 409 . 40 7,242.25 
WequestS: .....s..c 02 cette ee SUR mete terse tetas ol cus te Spa etecsrers 50.00 

¢eceipts from Investments: 

| Interest on Perma- 
| @enent Mund... ..... 2,145.52 2,576.56 2,216.81 2,388 . 29 9,327.18 
| Int. on Academy En- 
| @dowiment  .......... 300.00 300.00 300.00 300 .00 1,200.00 
|Rentals from Perm. 
| Fund real estate.. 81.00 70.50 623 .50 78.00 853.00 

fliscellaneous Items: 

| Borrowed money .... 14,000.00 27,000.00 26,000.00 40,000.00 107,000.00 
| Mort. loans recd.. 3,710.00 5,243 .00 1,100.00 1,662.05 1705205 
| Missionary Literature 

SOG. Aer 1,519.09 1,258.48 771.05 2,056.10 5,604.72 

|: Simdry items.......- +26. +-5-- 125.96 1,736.90 143.87 2,006.73 

| Sales real estate Per- : 
“manent Fund...... POZO OW eave nats wes AQO BOO R mevs cores 1,475.00 

| Sales African lands... 3,275.00 .......-.. seer eee teeter eee 3,275.00 

| Permanent Fund Be- 

fi USSTE RAE Sree Ne nO ee ee 2,500.00 «...-.+---. 2,500.00 

'Total receipts 

| quadrennium ...... © 1$108,282. 46 $130,763.53 $129,812.06 $141,634.95 $510,493.00 
ash on hand April 1, MODs eetoeteeapetaa hase garcr One io sees eat> chaie nerve spaonals: i egeis cows 6,876.50 
‘ $517,369.50 
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Comparative Statement of Expenditures 
Year End-  YearEnd- + Year End- ~+~‘Year End- 


















ing March ing March ing March ing March 
31, 1910 31, 1911 31, 1912 31, 1913 
Appropriations: 
ATT Oaer aptuc ess $ 22,932.08 $20,949.87 $24,419.71 $24511.47 $ 92813.1 
Blicancyttme else soporte. 8 12,000.00 13,000.00 13,750.00 13,900.78 52,650. 78 
TEOELO S RAC Ow, citar 127 22—47) = eA ORS al, 15,810.84. 15,587.08 58,205. 54 
PA CrcauDildings ses > vitae eitetteln dele pier Marre a1H(010,0)4(0, Ouran acs ora 1,000.00 
Japan buildings...... 2 DOOR OO a cme awee 8-500 7005 Vege en 6,000. 0 
Porto Rico buildings. 3,000.00 .......... 6500 00% agers 9,500. 0€ 
Philippine buildings.. 2,000.00 PO00 R00! naak ate ae 1,500.00 4,500. 0f 
Ohman creas eaekels 11,907.67 10,835.89 9,851.68 17,075.24 49,670. 5€ 
Philippines -.-.--.+.- 9,748.27 12,627.61 13,644.63 16,077 .97 52,098 . 4& 
China building....... 2,000.00 A OQO: 00 eo :5 bart ese ac ay, eee nat octenes 6,000. OC 
Borrowed money......- 14,000.00 27,000.00 26,000.00 32,000.00 99,000.0 
Permanent Fund loans. 4,000.00 3,000.00 200.00 5,673 .23 12,873.2. 
Missionary literature.. 1,498.65 1,302.44 612.23 1,972.32 5,385 .64 
Salaries of officers..... 2,290.00 2,400.00 2,400.00 2,400.00 9,490 . OC 
Travel, expense, officers . 
ATE ADO AEC aired os et ine 492.50 1,021.47 798 .43 1,005.68 3,318.08 
Hyeldu worked s. 4.6) es B71 O0O7 335.59 1,420.20 629 . 36 2,958.52 
Salary EducationalSecy. 1,187.50 1,250.00 1,250.00 1,250.00 4,937 .5¢ 
Stenographers and office 
a en eg eee 1,007.78 1,103.11 1,238.24 1,283.50 4,632.6 
‘ Interest and annuities.. 1,437.23 STL 1,301.70 1,375.04 5,245 .08 
Taxes, insurance and re- . ; 
SIAILSe ae tae else ae a 40.06 55.28 Sh7s11 - 72.04 484 .4¢ 
Rentals and commis’ns. 255.00 290.60 290 .00 290.00 11258 
Printing and supplies.. 1,312.56 1,963.67 1,694.31 1,265.76 6,236 . 36 
Att’ys and court costs. 534.30 69 .00 92.89 70.14 766.3. 
Office furniture........ 242.11 21.60 34.00 25.00 322.7 
Miscellaneous ......... 19.50 _ 1,129.10 59.00 570.05 1,777.65 
Postage, telegraph and 
telephione <2... 5.6. 1,004.80 1,414.26 1,165.13 1,074.48 4,658.67 
Lucas Co., Ohio farm in : : ; 
FOLECIOSUTE Alas as eee orev le lelele visia sie 3,800 (0O7Pae somes 3,300.04 
Gen. Contingent Fund ; 
FoOrseO UAC ENMU > ,/2 cate ees ae ieee em Rn ee eee 775.00 775.00 
Christian Stewardship ; | 
Gummissioiytce.es es 525.00 575.00 550.00 587.50 2,237.5 
$109,230.87 $120,560.15 $131,200.10 $140,971.64 $501,962.74 
Gaston “hand; “Match. 3), OU Aiea ae Re ae oe aE 


$517,369.50 
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Annual Conference Offerings 


Totals 


1910 ce ale 1912 1913 
Allegheny ....-..--+-- $ 6,702.23 $ 6,619.66 $ 6,110.02 $¢ vis 69 $ 26 141.60 
KBP Unio ettay as) oe nus tere acs 243.42 418.83 470.26 .92 1,573. 43 
IE's nC REVENUES OS SNES Bas srr et pel roa gene ene 
Colorado ..-+-+++++++- 46.82 128.19 146.96 112.39 434 .36 
Columbia WRiver.-....-. 34.60 1715-23 197.08 91.53 494 .44 
ast Nebraska 779.39 604.06 759.68 925.25 3,068.38 
| ath (OMMG ian eee ease 2,442.27 3,229 .43 3,628 .97 3,802.50 13,103.17 
ast Pennsylvania..... 6,286.32 7,608.48 9,395.38 7,914.37 31,204.55 
fast Tennessee........ 12.05 2 Oe 58.84 68.22 IESWESZAl 
eo Ae Ae a ee 521.80 785 .09 1,272.44 1,050.32 3,629.65 
SORES GI Peat a eee 32. 96 45.16 71.47 86.06 235.65 
- 7 RRR ec a ae ee 778.98 894.26 799 .69 662.44 BS5n07 
lowa State and Des 
M@ATLESY, $e oc atic: «ones kw 906.40 1,771.06 1,362.92 1,591.22 5,631.60 
HEE AtUCK Cy 2. see i wes 1.00 1.00 5.00 5.00 12.00 
BSTA TIAN Os cis spac ee 45.00 61.91 159.10 91.05 357.06 
ower Wabash.:...... 930.31 1,062.84 947 .50 810.65 3,751.30 
ih! Sine eae ae eee 3,610.91 4,322.19 4,142.88 3,696.78 15,772.76 
INGhigan. .:.0..60ce ess 155.69 338.41 243.95 245.80 983.85 
INIINIESOtA acs rah ence oss 105.34 108.55 87.50 155.72 457.11 
IMMMISS OUT nals foes soee ee ee 101.99 179.88 174.94 250.86 707 .67 
INN GLa osteedeeiocanlem foacae 218.09 194.18 223 .96 124.47 760.70 
North Icansas.........- 1,656.12 2,127.67 1,354.82 1,840.38 6,978 .99 
Northern Illinois...... 1,748.63 2,209 . 54 2,228 .63 2,182.09 8,368.89 
North Nebraska......- 131.95 817.05 124.07 84.69 657.76 
URS ovfilite SRS SAR alae ese eee 14.00 5.08 10.50 29.58 
Ohio German......-.-- 364.96 360.34 645.41 667.77 2,038.48 
(@iclahioma’ ..-6s....5+- 81.85 197.62 78.24 68.01 425.72 
oc aa Sere 205.83 605.33 663.92 613.4 2,088 . 57 
Wennsylvania =... -- 5,016.69 5,620.17 6,120.57 5,686.45 22: 443.88 
Getoseph.. ves... 1,919.48 2,571.59 2,390.72 252k OZ 9,434.71 
Gemduskiy a sues ses c 3,570.59 5,211.10 6,625.53 5,761.88 21,169.10 
Southeast Ohio...>... 1,674.19 1,794. 76 2,070.19 1,213.86 6,753 .00 
Southwest Kansas..... 421.05 "805.08 TASS 541572 2,573.05 
Virginia a Or Sil ie A nanan 664.08 769.44 647.19 1,242.85 3,323.56 
West Nebraska..-..... 278.29 526.35 605.84 522.55 1,933 .03 
West Tennessee.....-- 7.04 3.21 2.50 7.50 20.25 
iVigest Virginia.......-. 467.97 641.28 644.53 636.03 2,389 .81 
IWITe RIVET. slo ees LOSE 1,524.14 1,461.89 1,609.26 5,359.01 
‘Wisconsin So een ee oe 241.34 274.01 327 .26 319.23 1,161.84 
Upper Wabash. . 4 A Aes COMM NRA or aah othe oy urciyarg ee ion d Tapas tiem eSake 454.69 
Unclassified Reet ee Goth 2,044. 53 6,423 .69 4,442.65 2,936.44 15,847.31 








| $ 45,668.57 $ 60,642.88 $61,412.73 $57,332.91 $225.057.09 
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Present General Conditions 
GENERAL PERMANENT FUND. 














capital \acraunt sc suis ea gee ets tue cana Oe $ 48,975.00 | 
WeOANS? Or MTsSt, ANOTTCASE sash ee as atc Sie eva ee $ 30,168.68 
Bunded with: UBe Paublishine Houses <5 ce aves ates 6,000.00 
Bs Publishing’ EH Ousée DONS a: sos ore aactlssetere 4 slend eioeemuaem 5,000.00 
Funded with Rike-Kumler Co., W. M. A............2....55 500.00 
AVA SESCAEO MO LOTT OS Tas els eteleie ita eraninatspy Sica Sere ieee tan ROE 6,850.00 
Se $ 48,518. 
Waiting uy eStentogen t= kee cat: th dee ae $ 456.32 
AFRICA. { 
Africa Appropriations Account: 
tie Appropriationssror, thenyedis. cmc aee einen ee ee -  $ 26,000.00 
Paidion theisame-during-the year saesaseine «es ctteiae 24,511.47 | 
Passed:-totpront.and: loss...) eee ee ee eee § 1,488.53 | 
Albert Academy, Permanent Fund: . ‘| 
Amimint of pifts: tov date: .ots.: ;.1. Sow te oe eee $ 11,367.19 | 
Bunded_on loan to.U. BePub, House..t.. se meee $ 4,000.00 4 
Funded on loan to Rike-Kumler Co., W. M..A.......... 5,000.00 a 
tuvested in-U. BB.“ Pubtvouse bondssenra eae Bee 2,000.00 | 
—— __ $11}000-00] 
Awaititig ‘investment... sc. oe ie ose ee $°=236748 19 
CHINA # 
China Appropriations Account: 4 
Appropriations for the years. ...2: 25.443: Sian $ 18,000.00 
Paid on the same during the year...:..:.......5-. er. 17,075.24 
Passeditosproht andeloss 6. .6 .sbone es Poe ee $ 924.765 
ee Hospital and Medical Fund: f i] 
nedit balance April: 1 1912 & ©. osonse Oe kins poe D tere: 
Received during tee Cates tins cake ESatee rer ae., 5.nt ek ees § rei 
5,409. . 
Profit and loss, current year’s work.................... : ipoa 
Present credit balance....... Be ia'' be op Fp sissle| cvs phot Seen $ 5,000.00 | 
Mrs. L. K. Miller Memorial Fund: to : 
Credit balance, March-3l, 19120... Vis eo5 eee 
Jubilee Fund;.March 31, 1913......+... conisee tees Cee : 2 son ae 
$ 5 oon ae ‘ 
Passed to profit and loss, current year’s work.......... eee ; 
P t credi © & we 
resent credit balance.ox...0...065 eee $ 5,000.00 — 
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Japan Appropriations Account: 
Appropriations for the year.----+++++++eeee reese eee 
Paid on same during the year-:....%...6. 2. hese ee ees : 


Passed to profit and loss......- esses seeee terete 
ee PHILIPPINES. 
Philippines Appropriations Account: 
Appropriations for the year.-+--++-sseeeee eee eee eee 
Paid on-same Curing “tie Year. sos. o. 6: cs son ees clo eee 


WcGOUNt. OVELUTA WN « «eieh ee tise wren ales eens wie ew es 


Building Account: 
Credit balance, April 1, 1912......-...2.. sees eee eee 
Paididuring the year. sas wij eee is se ee 


Weconnk closed. hs oe as ve aess cieinaaye se Bs o's he ass 


PORTO RICO. 
1Porto Rico Appropriations Account: 

Appropriations for the year............ NRE TANS Terenas 
Paid on same during the year..----- +++ +e eee erst tees 
Overdraft, April 1, 1912.....--.- eee e rere reer neers 





Overdraft, April 1, 19135. .... 61. cece eee ee tee cece ees 


CURRENT FUNDS. 
Cash in treasury, March 31, 1913........-...0-- eee ee eee ee 
Porto Rico appropriations. .-+-++++++esereee eerste setts 
Philippine appropriations overdrawn..---+++++++++essrrere 
Rufus Clark Estate advances....---+eeeteereeeeeteeeeeces 


We owe special deposit of a friend......-..-.+++ +++ s eee eee 
Permanent Fund awaiting investment.------++-++++eeeset eee 
Albert Academy Endowment InlVeStinettoc scone oes se se 
Due to Africa, Bonthe land deposit.-.--+--+s++resrertrrets 
\Mrs. L. K. Miller Memorial credit balance.------+--++++++> 
China hospital credit balance...-- a UR et nacre eke Ne 
We owe borrowed money..-+--sseeee reer ete e estes testes 
Building campaign credit balance.....-.+-+++eererrerereees 


Fund for current work overdrawn......--+--+++++> 


Inventory 


ASSETS. 


Me onehand, March 31, 1913... e+ 125s viet reese eect 
ae renent Fund, real estate..--- +. 2+. +e ete ree verte 
Permanent Fund, mortgage ALE cA cette Boe Orga RRC a RE ote 
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$ 15,587.08 
60.84 


$ 15,406.74 
147 .92 
1,577 .97 
1,025.65 


$ 15,406.74 
6,850 .00 
30,168.68 


$ 14,000.00 
13,900.78 
$ 99.22 
$ 14,500.00 
16,077.97 
$ 1,577.97 


$ 1,500.00 
1,500.00 


$ 15,500.00 


15,647.92 
$ 147.92 


$ 18,158 28 


24,324.51 


$ 6,166.23 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE : 
Permanent Fund, funded U. B. Pub. House..... feyeyeishetaenatiacote 6,000 .00 
Permanent Fund, U. B: Pub. House bonds<....0. i. .0enanue 5,000.00 
Permanent Fund, Rike-Kumler Co., (W. M. A.)............ 500.00» : 
Albert Academy, funded with U: B. Pub. House............ 4,000 . 00 : 
Albert Academy, U:*Bs Pub; House bonds... As.: see 2,000 . 00 <¥ 
Albert Academy, funded with Rike-Kumler Co., (W. M. A.) 5,000.00 
PATICA SPLOPESLEY «rte on 6 ecw a eae Nghe warns Mhehiye aie te ee 82,040.00 
Caste SCODETEYS he.) Oe wna Gleave oh es ae uc aiegele 46,300.00 
WAPAT RSTO DCLEY seis <'s ovesata tatoo ee mato erie ee atlas NUNar cme 33,700.00 
Philippines PLODeLLy. eee = 56 sees cuca ostte Dhlanity era Oe 10,600.00 
Orie aRICOsprODeLby:s ve =ce ew seins ais oo ag aeone Sie tine teat ae ae 37,200.00 
CP yiaVoroee doh we kh 460 Re EN eee AEC Ooi BE Gn hot, Siete anaes 875.00 
Potto nico.appropriations oOVverdtawia. ose hoe ee ee 147.92 
Mdvaneed Rufus  Clark-Hetatescs 2b eee oni ods ae ea 1,025.65 
Philippine appropriation account overdrawn............... 1,577.97 wg 
PUOLALS at feratoc.t SPs sae ere SRS re eas RT ee $288,391 .96 
: 
LIABILITIES 
Mottmend « cpeciaied eposit~ae scenic se cenan © Saitoh eranets $ 1,500.00 
web Pubs) Houser dividends im trusts cit sacar ipe rion cus tiers WAS I). 
BOTLO WE 4 MONE View tie fefican se nls) clouds cukety sages Monee pee ee eens 8,000.00 
Nettassets,. March: 38019130 eas apr ge ee ete $ 9,625. 77 


$278,766. 19 
ex Oy: MILLER, Treasurer. ; 
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REPORT OF TREASURER OF PISHOPS” FUND. 





RECEIPTS. 
From the annual conferences for the quadrennium as per page 3........ $48,973.55 
_ EXPENDITURES. : 
Salaries. 
1910 1911 1912 1913 Total 

eeu Millis oe eae. SeOZoAN eS ae oe Sar tnra cc Leer 2 $ 625.00 
G. M. Mathews....... 2,900.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 10,000.00 : 

eM Bell. oe $5.04; 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 10,000.00 

W. M. Weekley...... 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 10,000.00 

RIVE Carter fag see 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 2,500.00 10,000.00 
———— $40,625.00 

Cte ae ne Vacant District. 
1912 1913 Total 

Weis Bells cae $ 330.00 $ 467.25 $ 362.70 $ 397.00 $ 1,556.95 

G. IM Mathew se aes pas Sate stone 105.00 135.00 135.00 375.00 

Ws BEG WEREIE Ve oan tis don 105.00 94.10 35.00 234.10 
PSCC Garterutack = eet, ees 100.00 64.00 36.00 200.00 

9 

Cash in. treasury,. April. 1, 19184, 5.9" Fakes vee ee os, tsi: 
$48,973.55 
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UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
STATEMENT OF BISHOPS’ FUND RECEIPTS TO APRIL 1, 1918. 

CONFERENCES pee Sea re et Paid Balance Due 
Allegheny Serene tee en teee ants Bie a £325°.00. 3,900.00 $3,300 100) es. cote 
Jalifornia Pe ence hye Peet ok ran cesue Geka ONAN Sth ONS 140.00 560.00 Ee OR UUM SPAS nos 
vhickamauga sah Bh cate iia Pee denM Gh STC Rone ae 30.00 120.00 20.00 100.00 

Bie ey ONMis cen eae LA os eee 85.00 340.00 340600 rites caeeeee 

Prlingin baie Rely et tysiestectokecs a ses ores Faeircints 85.00 340.00 332.50 7.50 

KE ONGC) ES your ee ret ace eer eR gee 220.00 880.00 880) 00 Aa ceas sere coer 

Pe OUI ORE oo see A 575.00 2,300.00 PRETO Omen ie en 2 cater 
fast Pennsylvania....+..-...+2e+eeee 825 .00 3 300.00 3300 00g tesla ee 
BM Pee ING INTAUC SSC Ca oaececece + osnttets esha abel lays, dune 125.00 500.00 " 423.78 76.22 
ee aris rc eat aoe em ayaa, asian 225.00 900.00 889.05 10.95 
> OO(REEIN So Bitty Bick cin ipatanerers acai nMO oT 40.00 160.00 148.00 12.00 
1. GILES giB yi fie AGS cE ee Se aU capa er eee 370.00 1,480 .00 1,319.83 160.17 
NM eee ee Nae elles wanyetoseeae os 615.00 2,460.00 2,480.58 a 
BemrreTh yaa teisiet hea fre soe ct ote Mn eletere 10 50.00 200.00 160.48 39.52 
HMR TES Ie Tat coke veie « oe) ove > «oi wieitieiae sieve wale @ 50.00 200.00 ZOOK OO sa Seeks erecta ee 

samen WAST OE Ln le ee aee rer oa eer STS RR 500.00 2,000.00 1,765 .68 234.32 
EMAL IRR ere ee hor ieohe ished cone ote ara or 750.00 3,000. 00 3 O00 00to sae ere Sees 
IMBCHIGAN 2+ eee ese cee ee ete eee 175.00 700.00 /00: 00; fete are 

NIVITATIE©S OLA occ 526 ote nie eee te wee ge wl owe 100.00 400.00 ADO: OO ce cx vmanoeess 
NRMMESS@ UIT sec ciate ieieic Sie dcerece Sed ace disleqm ales 175.00 700.00 700.37 * 
NNIBOSNO. v0 ose ee cence eee rete e anes 180.00 720.00 T7208 OO eee ee 
NIMRtraet Fa ESC ATUS ciStecr eros joltese: 00s pal sie wiles @ wheats 530.00 2,120.00 2,094.18 25.82 
Worthern Illinois. = 20-55-0645 see. ee oe 500.00 2,000.00 GAY COO Operas oan.ae 
‘North Nebraska....-------+++++-+e05- 80.00 320.00 8207 (OSs Ae een soa 
Maori excaSmattrie twtr cit he visteate sien) slcne ety elastin tes 17.00 ie 

Ge GRIM ATIN «2 Sine se tl epe so olsinh) ortere inka 225.00 900.00 900).00 Sartre 

7 \icollaytah Visca Sie Sw a oe ea ee 150.00 600.00 542.23 Sea 

cho aS Seer ee aene e 140.00 560.00 545.00 15.00 

Pennsylvania <..--..-. see eee ee eee eee 825.00 3,300.00 St3 00800 a eroocerns 

Sm Joseph -. «....- Seay eee ical aah Seana» 825 .00 3,300. 00 3,077 .86 222.14 

GPRTOTISKVics ice hee tee ce ce het 825 .00 3,300.00 353005 OO acerca seers 

Speutheast Ohiowc: ...--.. DR Mek ey 475..00 1,900.00 1900.00: SF aeni eree 

‘Southwest Heat ca airs ales cc tas seahocpauinin robe aca 175.00 700.00 J OOL0O MSs ee 
UMM ick a na sie ee ye hea ee 250.00 1,000.00 750.00°" ** 250.00 
Visca ie este on 150.00 600.00 601.80 | . 
I Wrtest etieSS@G eee cee cee ie eels oe 50.00 200.00 139.79 60.21 
| West Det ia vit spe niente meri ws ws aye» 325.00 1,300.00 1,242.97 57.03 
Mee ere a 57800 3100.00 2,650.20 449 80 
‘Wisconsin ..-.-.-- Pees e sae a tisen Os: 165.00 660.00 622.50 37.50 
(Upper Wabash......----- UX pian a 4()0 .00 400.00 329575. @ 70.25 
. $ 50,820.00 $48,973.55 $ 1,886.20 


* Towa State overpaid $20.58. 

* Missouri overpaid thirty-seven cents. 
* North Texas overpaid $17.00. 

* West Nebraska overpaid $1.80. 


| 
| 
} 
} 
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Bisnop Weekitey. Mr. Chairman, Billy Sunday is now in a great 
meeting in South Bend, in Indiana, and he is having a great battle 
on his hands—the liquor traffic in that city and all over the country 
is concentrating its energies to defeat him. Infidelity, unbelief of 
every kind is arrayed against him, and requests have come here to 
the effect that in your devotions, in your secret communions with 
God, you remember Billy Sunday, ask’ God to bless him and give 
him the Holy Spirit, and give him the victory for which he prays 
and for which he preaches. Will you do that? 

Voices. Yes. 

3isHor WEEKLEY. I thank God to-day for a man of Billy Sunday’s 
grit. [ Voices. Amen, amen.] A man who believes in the old Gali- 
lean gospel, a man who is ready and willing to spend and be spent 
to the end that Jesus Christ may be crowned and the whole world 
saved. Let us pray for him. 

The Arion Quartet then sang, “He will hide me from all danger 
in the rock that was cleft for me.” ; 

On motion, all presidents of colleges of our denominations who are 
not members of the body were admitted to advisory seats. 

Rey. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. Mr. Chairman, that 
which Bishop Weekley mentioned, I know is true. I know that no 
pastor over at South Bend is more devoted to the campaign that is 
now on, is more likely to get better results from it than our pastor, 
and I would like to move that the Committee on Correspondence 
transmit to Brother Mull, the pastor of our Church, a communication 
for Billy Sunday to the effect that this General Conference is in 
hearty accord and sympathy with his work there, and prays for his 
success. 

The motion was seconded and adopted. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis then read the report of the Board of Education. 


TENTH QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


In obedience to disciplinary behest this tenth quadrennial report of the 
Board of Education, of the United Brethren Church, is submitted to the 
General Conference. The General Conference of 1909 elected as members 
of this Board: W. E. Schell, L. Bookwalter, B. F. Daugherty, T. D. Crites, 
L. Keister, T. J. Sanders, 8. W. Paul, Mark Keppel, J. P. Landis. In May, 
1910, Dr. Bookwalter having resigned, F. E. Brooke was elected by the Board 
to fill the vacancy. The Bishops of the Church are, in addition to the aboye, 
members ex officio. ‘ 

Immediately upon the adjournment of General Conference at Canton, 
Ohio, in 1909, the new Board met in one of the galleries of the Canton 


200 





~ 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


United Brethren Church and organized by electing Rev. W. E. Schell, D.D., 
President, and Rev. J. P. Landis, Ph.D., Corresponding Secretary. They 
also elected the following members as the Executive Committee: Bishop 
George M. Mathews, Prof. T.. J. Sanders, J. P. Landis, B. F. Daugherty, and 
L. Bookwalter. 

The Board has hold a session annually since 1909, three of which were 
held in the chapel of Bonebrake Theological Seminary, and the fourth in 
Decatur, Illinois, this last in accordance with the action of the Executive 
Committee held in Bonebrake Seminary, December 14, 1912. 

These sessions were all interesting and consisted of the presentation of 
able papers and discussions on subjects beforehand assigned by the Execu- 
tive Committee, and of the passage of ineffective resolutions, since both the 
means and the authority of the Board are exceedingly limited. Several of - 
the best of these papers were printed and distributed. 


Our PRESENT SCHOOLS. 
The schools now having official recognition from the Board are: 
Bonesrake THeoLocicaL Semrary, Dayton, Ohio, founded in 1871. Rey. 
Jee: Landis, D.D., Ph.D., President, Rev. J. E. Fout, D.D., Business Mana- 
ger. 
OrrerBeIN University, Westerville, Ohio, founded in 1847. Rev. Wal- 
ter G. Clippinger, D.D., President. 
LEANDER CLARK COLLEGE, Foledo, Towa, founded 1856. Rev. Franklin 
E. Brooke, D.D., President. 
WESTFIELD CotLEcr, Westfield, Illinois, founded 1865. 
Puitomatn CouiecE, Philomath, Oregon, founded 1865. Rev. Marion 
R. Drury, D.D., President. 
LEBANON VALLEY Cottece, Annville, Pennsylvania, founded 1866. Rev. 
George D. Gossard, D.D., President. 
York Cotiece, York, Nebraska, founded 1890. Rev. William E. Schell, 
D.D., President. 
CAMPBELL Cotiecr, Holton, Kansas, founded 1902. Rev. T. D. Crites, 
D.D., President. 
SHENANDOAH CoLLecIATE INSTITUTE AND ScHooL or Music, founded 1876. 
a _ Professor J. H. Ruebush, A.M., Principal. 
Suaar Grove SEMINARY AND OONSERVATORY, Sugargrove, Pennsylvania, 
founded 1884. Professor A. P. Kephart, A.M., Principal. 
INDIANA CENTRAL Untversiry, Teditnapolis, Indiana. Professor Lewis 
DD. Bonebrake, A.M., President, is putting forth efforts to meet the conditions 


_ for recognition. 


: PROGRESS. 


~ When comparison is made of the present status of education among us 
4 with that in the memory of some men still living we see that great progress 
has been made. The General Conference of 1845 took the first steps in this 
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direction. It was this conference which first took measures to provide a | 
course of reading for licentiates in the ministry. The same conference passed 
a resolution providing some measures for the establishment of an institution ~ 
of learning. , : 

It is estimated that the membership of the denomination at that time 
was barely thirty thousand. Most of our people lived in the rural districts 
where money is accumulated more slowly than in the city and where the 
large fortunes are not amassed. Yet this humble, rural people, most of 
whom had themselves but a meager education, not a few of whom were 
afraid of education as a dangerous thing, especially in the ministry, and 
not a few of whom were hostile to the college which they ridiculed as a 
“preacher factory,” proceeded through their representatives to establish a 
college in 1847, with the ambitious title of University. 

That the idea of the value of education and educational institutions took 
speedy root, may be certainly gathered from the fact that the Church is now 
seeking to maintain, besides the Bonebrake Theological Seminary, nine col- 
leges, while fifteen other institutions, four of them called colleges, after sail- 
ing for a time under our auspices, furled their sails and gave up the voyage. 
It would seem that any church which could and would in sixty-six years 
launch at Jeast twenty-six institutions of learning, fifteen colleges, and eleven 
or twelve academies and seminaries, might be put down as in favor of higher — 
education. ; 

The great mistake has been that the conferences have undertaken entirely 
too much. The idea as to what a college is, and what it requires to establish 
and maintain it, has been and seems still to be too generally entirely inade- 
quate. 

What I have said has not been said in ridicule or in contempt of past 
efforts. The results of these past efforts show that a great deal of good educa- 
tional work has been done even with small means and humble equipment. 
The results prove (1) that extensive and costly edifices are not the essential 
means of culture and learning, and (2) that the men and women who have 
given the instruction for a pittance, toiled at this calling because their hearts 
were in it, and although they were unable to pursue much research work, they 
on the other hand employed their time in giving effective instruction and 
molding the characters and lives of their students. Through many 
partial and some serious failures, the work of education has made no small 
progress in our Church. In 1847, we began our first school; we now have ten 
in operation; the general intelligence of the people, ministry and laymen, 
has advanced; the church membership has increased from thirty thousand 
to at least three hyndred and ten thousand; the financial assets of the Church 
have been vastly augmented; church organizations and church machinery — 
have greatly multiplied. The school has been one of the powerful factors in 
bringing about these results, 
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Reports of Colleges. 











n iS r= =I & SG 5 § 
oD we shi “en 4) 5 
sv] | 5l¢ ge ge 28 42 ge % 8] § é 
oN | GB} S35] 3 SB aus a3 33 rahe Saeed sey PA Bees 
ga /O|\"gin) 28 | 6g | 32 | &2 | 38 |eeis V 
An a E = © ON | SSH! 
ca es s Poo cles 
aa aes : : 
niversity ..... 450 28 €2 8 $124.337 $149,337 “ : 
Peta cite $ $ 837 $219,465 $424,262 16,300 40 18 10 
; pecs seeeeeeye 245 5 87 9 $218,000 $219,500 $107,000 $326,500 7,500 9 11 8 

Wollepend tomar cs: 120 13 38 7 $ 25,000 $ 25,000 $ 50,000 $ 75,000 4,050 3 8 
Philomath 

College nn a...) 95 50 5 $ 12,000 $ 20,000 $ 40,000 $ 72,000 5,000 2 8 90 
Lebanon Valley : 

College 0... 6. 242 5110$ 40,350 $ 45,350 $225,000 $309,167 5,000 23 13 11 
Campbell ; ‘a 

College ......-. 380 65 9 $ 20,000 $ 25,000 $ 85,000 $110,000 38,000 16 12 5 
Shenandoah Collegiate 

Institute <..:. 25.228 172 $ 40,000 $ 40,000 1,500 15 5 10 
Sugar Grove Sem- 

PMAPY eee hes. 50 20 50 $ 16,000 $ 16,000 $ 25,000 $ 44,000 2,000 6 3 3 
‘York College ..... 400 204 $ 50,400 $ 50,400 $110,000 $155,000 2,200 10 9 9 
Bonebrake Theologi- 

eal Seminary .. 166 ; $146,099 $262,503 $ 50,809 $409,116 5,000 76 7 





2,286 72 779 48 $652,186 813,090 $951,774 $1,965,045 51,550 200 94 57 


Besides, Professor Kephart reports the acquisition at Sugar Grove Semi- 
“nary of a new gymnasium worth $800.00, laboratory equipment worth 
$1,000.00, and the religious interest as “excellent.” 

Professor Ruebush remarks that in the Shenandoah Collegiate Institute, 
“every man is in Bible study, giving us the banner for the State of Virginia.” 
The enrollment is 250 or more, but from 24 to 30 are not given in the re- 
ported attendance, because they are taking only music or art. 

. The “religious interest” in Campbell College is reported by President 
Grites as “very fine.” Success by “Gospel Teams,” number of conversions 
this year, 35. 

Lebanon Valley College has, in addition to the total assets above given, 
“approximately $41,000.00 in notes (endowment and debt fund notes) out- 
standing.” This institution estimates its chemical and other apparatus at 

$15,000.00. The wealth of the natural constituency of this college would 
seem to be able to give it the patronage and equipment whieh its over- 
burdened presidents have for years coveted for it. 

The secretary of the faculty of Philomath College, Professor Castle, 
testifies that the religious interest in that college is “excellent.” A revival 
was in progress at the time of making his report, at which time four per- 
sons had professed conversion. 

. Professor Morgan reported “religious interest good,” and the number of 
conversions at eight, in Westfield College. Apparatus as worth $1,600.00. 

Otterbein University has been enriched by the acquisition of the Ber. 
ringer collection of natural science specimens, valued at $1,000.00. Her 
summer schools are a feature of growing power and importance. 

The history of this first educational institution of the Church extends 
over a period of sixty-six years, and if her codperating territory were to 
give practical monetary recognition of the assets of intellect, of prestige 
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and of moral and religious power to the church, Otterbein would soon be 
relieved of her galling burdens. Religious interest “good,” says President 
Clippinger. 

Leander Clark, through its registrar, Professor J. F.-Yothers, in addition 
to figures given above, gives the value of the Domestic Science laboratory 
at $450.00. Religious interest “good.” This college has attained to a higher 
active endowment than any other college in the Church, but its energetic 
president recently said, “Even so, we are not yet out of the woods.” As 
Stanley mowed his way through the tropical forests of Africa, it is to be hoped 
Dr. Brooke and his colaborers will be able to mow their way through every 
obstacle into clear and open day. 


Our Present EpucationaL STatus. 

But, now, after sixty-six years of very useful work in the educational 
field, our denomination—as do other denominations—finds itself confronting 
a peculiar and embarrassing situation. By the action of the national and the 
several State college associations the requirements for membership in these 
associations, and hence for recognition as first-class institutions, have been 


placed so high as to endowments, laboratory equipments, buildings, numbers - 


in the faculty, etcetera, that not one of our colleges is in its present cir- 
cumstances able in all particulars to fulfill them, only a possible one of 
them having reached the requirement as to endowment. This is about to 
reduce our colleges to a secondary and hence to a very disadvantageous posi- 
tion. The educators of our Church, and as well many other intelligent and 
informed persons in the denomination, are looking with anxiety and per- 
plexity into one another’s faces and saying, “Something must be done; some- 
thing must be done.” As an example, one of our useful and honorable col- 
leges, which has maintained high rank, first-class rank, as to curriculum and 
character of work, whose graduates receive unquestioned recognition in edu- 
cational circles, is in iminent peril of losing its enviable rank before many 
months. This will be a great humiliation to that school and to the whole 
Church, besides putting upon the school an exceedingly embarrassing handi- 
cap. 
The college of which I am speaking, well perceiving the seriousness of 
conditions fast approaching, made a herculean effort to raise an. endowment 
of half a million dollars, which if on hand would soon enable her to meet 
other requirements, but thus far she has not realized her fond hopes. Every 
one of the other colleges of the Church has been toiling hard and lifting at 
its load until great aggregations of stars have been seen. 

What are the reasons for this state of things? 

1. There is not enough available money in our Church to erect, equip, 
and maintain so many colleges at the standard now required. We have too 
many schools, and we need not be surprised if some of them are forced to-the 
wall, as some have already been. It requires large sums of money now to 
meet the popular demands, and the expectations of students as to the build- 
ings of a college. Dr. Hopkins on one end of a log and a good student on 
the other no longer satisfies the popular conception in this country. 

2. Now, the State colleges and even high-schools, backed by the com- 
monwealth or municipality, erect buildings, and many of them of imposing 
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magnificence. The same is true of many institutions founded and endowed by 
_ private munificence, such as Cornell University, Princeton, Yale, Chicago, 
Leland Stanford, Jr. and others. “These things, together,” said Dr. W. H. 
Klinefelter in an address before the Board of Education, “have in a sense 
given the impression to the rising generation that a higher education im- 
plies attendance at an institution imposing in its buildings and exceedingly 
- great in its endowment. Material greatness is a magnet that draws mightily 
on the young mind, and diverts from the small college many who otherwise 
would go there.” As said President W. O. Thompson, of the Ohio State Uni- 
versity, “It looks as if in the popular mind, mere bigness is a virtue and little- 
ness a vice.” 

Consider that Cornell has productive funds amounting to $8,700,000, 
Columbia $31,700,000, Harvard $24,000,000, Yale $13,000,000, University of 
Chicago $15,000,000, and many others, eight, six, five, three, two millions. 
And yet all these institutions are yearly calling for more money, and their 
ery is answered by gifts of hundreds of thousands and even millions every 
year. Cornell has 652 instructors, Columbia 657, Harvard 639, Yale 410, 
University of Chicago 354, Leland Stanford Jr. 146, University of California 
- 386. These conditions give such institutions an impressiveness and glamour 
as auite eclipse the colleges which have from ten to twenty or even forty 
teachers 


SHALL THE CHuRcH CoLLEGE CLOSE? 


The easiest thing to say as we contemplate these embarrassing condi- 
tions would be, “Let us quit and allow the State institutions and those of 
such vast resources to carry on the educational work of the country.” That 
would be cheaper for us, if we look only on the financial side of the ques- 
tion. But it would be a great calamity to our fair country if all educa- 
tion were to be surrendered by the churches, and probably suicidal to the 
churches. The small colleges, which are generally church colleges, have been 
of incalculable service to the churches and to the nation. All the churches ~ 
believe this and are straining every nerve to maintain their schools, Catholic 
and Protestant denominations alike. ' 

1. The State colleges do not and cannot, according as things now are, 
give much attention to the moral culture of the students and almost none 
at all to their religious culture. Is it then true that here, too, in the mat- 
ter of culture, we will lay the chief stress on the secular side of things, and 
educate only for the purpose of making money? If education is to have 
reference only to bread and butter, or to the accumulation of riches, or even 
if it is to confine-itself only to the intellect, then let us quickly save ourselves - 
as churches the trouble and expense of building and supporting colleges. But 
if we esteem religion above everything else, if the church as representing 
the kingdom of God, still maintains her rightful place in our affections, so 
that we can truthfully sing, “I love thy Kingdom, Lord,” if spiritual things 
are superior to material, if soundness of morals and of doctrine still is 
worthy of consideration, if we would have our youth to grow up and to receive 
their intellectual training in environments free from agnostic, materialistic 
and pantheistic forces, then it is incumbent upon the members of the Church 
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to continue to maintain this highly important, indeed, fundamental depart- 
ment of Church operation. 

2. The colleges must more and more in the years to come furnish to 
the churches their strongest and most efficient workers, both as ministers, 
pastors, and missionaries. Each denomination must for the most part rear 
her own preachers and religious leaders. Hence, so must we do. If our 


Church is to fulfill her heaven-ordained mission, if she has a work to do, a, — 


place to fill, then we must prepare to fill that place and do that work, and we 
must rear and prepare our workers for the most part. 

3. We owe a duty to our own youth which we cannot safely and which 
we should be unwilling to turn over to other hands. We owe it to the 
children of our families to lead them to Christ, to build them up in Christ, 
to train them for the work of Christ. Do we not owe it to our own to af- 
ford to them the means of education, intellectual culture? .Many of them 
will, and they should, have an education. Either they will secure it through 
the Church, or they will, secure it elsewhere. Very many of those who acquire 
their schooling elsewhere are lost to us, they become alienated from us, or at 
least become less loyal and enthusiastic members of our Church. We must 
not overlook or be indifferent to these facts. Self-preservation and proper 
self regard demand it of us. 


BoNEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

The one educational institution directly authorized by the General Con- 
ference and under its control, the Board of Directors and the Business Mana- 
ger of which are elected by this body, is the Bonebrake Theological Seminary. 
Steps for the founding of it were taken by the General Conference held in 
Lehanon, Pennsylvania, in 1869, and the school was opened October 11, 1871, « 
with two regular members in the faculty and five students, which, however, 
soon inereased to eight. The Seminary began without a building or a foot 
of soil, without a brick or a stick of timber, with no library, no endowment 
fund—not a dollar—without any contingent money for current expenses. 

The institution has now been in operation forty-two years. Four hundred 
and twenty-seven have graduated, at least; as many more have been in at- 
tendance a longer or shorter period, which makes upward of 850 students 
who have received instruction. There are now seven members in the faculty, 
there are about five thousand volumes in the library, the buildings and grounds 
are valued at $50,000, total assets of about $409,000. The institution seems 
to have been gaining in favor with the people. Two entirely new departments 
have in recent years been added, that of Sociology and Religious Pedagogy 
and Education which last is soon to be endowed and named “The Cowden 
Chair of Sunday-School Science,” in honor of our distinguished and very 
capable and efficient leader in Sunday school study and operation, Colonel 
Robert Cowden. 

Moreover, the department of Homiletics has been extended and made 
more prominent by making it a department codrdinate with the other de- 
ponies instead of relegating it to a minor position which it so long oe- 
cupied. 
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Missions, both Home and Foreign, have much prominence given them, 
even a course of two years having stood for some years in the catalogue. A 
two-year Deaconess Course also was outlined a few years ago. 

The graduates of the Seminary are doing useful and heroic service in 
many departments of church work, in the general Church offices, including the 
Bishopric, the Publishing Manager, editors, secretaries, missionaries, pas- 
tors, presidents of colleges, professors in institutions of learning, presiding 
elders. While the Seminary cannot arrogate to herself all the glory “of 
their varied services, she cannot suffer herself to be denied her full share in 
the efficient product. It is thought that the church may be grateful to 
God for what has been achieved up to this time in training ministers and 
other workers, for the accumulation of the “sinews of war” for future greater 
achievements, for the enlarged vision of those chiefly responsible for her 
activities, and for the inspiring hope and prospects of the near realization 
of this vision in material and spiritual actualities or realities. 

The whole Church is informed as to the project of the removal of the 
Seminary to a more picturesque site about one mile north of the present 
location, where ample grounds have been procured which will serve all the 
possible purposes of the institution for centuries to come. If, therefore, 
present plans do not miscarry, the Church will soon rejoice in a larger, more 
beautiful, and more powerful Seminary for the training of young men and 
‘women for the ministry,-missionary, and deaconess work. The institution 
has this past year had the largest attendance in its history. 

MrInIsTERIAL SUPPLY. 

‘The question of ministerial supply has been for some years agitating the 
churches, and it is a grave question with us, especially the matter of a larger 
number of the stronger and promising young men entering other professions 
and mercantile callings instead of going into the ministry. Dr. William 
R. Harper, president of the University of Chicago, said a few years before 
his death, that one reason why so many of our brightest young men refuse 
to go into the ministry is because there are already too many, poorly quali- 
fied men in it. Multitudes of churches in several of our sister denominations 
go begging for some one to break to them the bread of life; the Bishops and 
presiding elders of our own ‘Church find it impossible properly to supply our 
fields, and many of them are calling for pastors. Letters frequently reach 

the president of the Seminary, inquiring for suitable persons for such and 
such a charge. 

Besides, we hear it not only intimated but sometimes boldly charged, 
that the pulpit is declining in power and efficiency. Simply indignantly jo 
deny the charge is not answering it, or proving it untrue, but this one thing 
“we can and must admit, that too small a proportion of our brightest and 
“most promising young men shy clear of the ministry. Many, or to put it 

softly, not a few of those who enter college with the expectation of going 
into the ministry, some of whom accept beneficiary aid from the Board of 
‘Education during their course of study at. college, by the time they reach 
their junior or senior year, change their minds and go into other callings. 
The reports from the colleges year by year as to the numbers preparing for 
the ministry, are not disheartening, but the ultimate issue is not satisfactory. 
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Not a few go into Y. M. C. A. work, which seems to have a charm for college 
boys, but very many take up the profession of teaching, while others are 
allured into callings which promise or at least point toward wealth. We 
even have trouble at the Seminary. Men come and are uneasy during their 
stay there, not knowing whether or not they will devote themselves to the 
ministry. Just a year ago there were in the Seminary several young men 
who remained but one year. Before the conclusion of that year it became 
manifest that they were losing enthusiasm. It developed by their own con- 
fession on being confronted with queries, that they had been all year dis- 
cussing with one another and debating with themselves whether or not’ they 
should make preaching their life-work. One of them has gone to teaching, 
one still is on the fence, and no one of the three returned. These are not 
the only cases. We have a number of times had long conferences with young 
men in the Seminary on this very questien. Often, too, they conceal the 


real state of their minds which makes it impossible for their teachers to be — 
of help to them. It is not necessary that all the blame should be charged — 


upon the colleges in the one case or on the Seminary in the other, but the 
Church seems to be confronting a peculiar condition; it is in the very atmos- 
phere. 

Now, what shall we do about it? Does the Church care? Does even the 
ministry of our Church care? I feel certain for one that we are not half 
awake to the gravity of the situation. We, to say the very best that can be 
said for our attitude, throw back all the responsibility on God and say: “If 
God wants preachers he must call them. If he does not call them, it is a 
sign he does not desire them.” I believe in the divine call into the ministry. 
I certainly do, but our attitude may be simply the sign of sinful indifference 
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if not of something worse. The church owes a duty to the office of the 


ministry and the supply of proper candidates therefor. Our Lord himself 
bade his disciples, “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest that he thrust 
forth laborers into the harvest.” 

It is not the business of-a college or Seminary professor to call a man 
into the ministry, nor yet is this the business of a Bishop, presiding elder, or 
pastor, but if we had the matter upon our hearts; if we were earnestly to pray 


sod for a more abundant supply of good, strong, pious preachers and ef- 


ficient leaders; if we were to keep our eyes open and our hearts sensitive that 
we might more quickly discern the requisite elements for the ministry in 
our young men and let the Holy Spirit use us to direct their thoughts in the 
direction of the ministry, we would at least be more nearly freeing ourselves 
of responsibility in the case. Zion must travail before she can bring forth 
sons. Here we have vast machinery in the Church; have the preaching 
service, the mid-week services, the Sunday school, with all its activities, the 
young people’s societies, conventions galore, missionary addresses and litera- 
ture in mountain quantities, and yet our pulpits are left unsupplied and 
the Church is in perplexity for adequate leadership. : 

Why should not our Sunday schools and young people’s societies be pro- 
ducing preachers? I was recently present in an early praise meeting where 
there were seated upon the platform at the invitation of the leader of the 
meeting, a layman, three young men of that congregation who are going 
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into the ministry. They were called ‘upon to speak of their experience and 
- eall to the ministry, which they did in clear and tender terms, thrilling the 
whole large audience. I thought at the time, if we all should give greater 
encouragement to our young people in this direction, how different the situa- 
tion might be. I most heartily wish the Church might be aroused to the 
gravity of the case, and do what is perfectly appropriate and safe, not only 
pray earnestly and perseveringly for more candidates and especially for the 
. best ones, and also to put more honor or appreciation upon the gospel minis- 
try before the children and the young, at it deserves, and not to be minifying 
it and speaking disparagingly, if not even sneeringly of it, in the social circle, 
in the school, from the professor’s chair, and so on. 
This brings on the matter of 


Tue BENEFICIARY FUND. 

As things now are, the most practecal side of the work of the Board of 
Education, and that which brings it into close relation with the questions just 
touched upon above, relates to the Beneficiary Fund, which is established to 
assist worthy but indigent persons entering the ministry or the mission or 
deaconess field in securing the proper education for their work. 

Soon after the General Conference of 1909, the secretary published the ap- 
portionments to the several Annual Conferences of the amounts to be an- 
nually raised by each Conference during the quadrennium. This list has 
been repeatedly published since. The amounts are as follows: 


Allegheny .:..-.---s2+seceeeers $400 North Kansas ..........s0000+. 145 
GolthOTIA aus aioe he nto sie see eee 25 North Nebraska ............-- 15 
Qolorado .2. 6. eee woe te ee ees ef es ONO Gera os assoc ade on rere Seee 50 
Qhickamauga ....-----++-e+++5 Bi CN Tahoma etal ec ei lisa eee eee 
Columbia River ...-------++++> GAD PE OPOROR ES oor oes ee vise Se ei 30 
Fast Nebraska ......----+e0+-- 50. Pennsylvania. i...- 2... s26---- - 400 
Bast OWMlO. sew Sen eee ees ee 995 St Foseph: 3, 8 2F. ke ee aD 
East Pennsylvania Sa eh  ehO0 “Sandusky PSN Gs pete Heirons ee 
Bast Tennessee ..------+:eee+> fe itheast O10. «iss sens no eases LOO 
Mo oe tacee es ge eee aes 100 Southwest Kansas ............- 50 
Georgia ..--.-+---+ (ee pace ee Se Sf) bette WNT UTI Gow esats aoc Sones: ouaietottek ete) = Sree E15 
ee 100) Week Virginia oer ens 125 
TAS, State coepene hats ee lS 9290 West Nebraska ........+-----+: 45 
Kentucky .-..-.-:-eeetsstertes 10. Wrest Tennessee 4.24. . eea AU 
LOUISIANA sss cet ete ee TOs aie eA VEL = cute scorns oosuaeeee 250 
Lower Wabash ....-------++++> GOES WIRGONSINE fies s shite eee eae On 
Miatni =. <cces tete ee eeee D7 Wiest A ATICA. c-- aici diets» «2 eis 15 
Michigan . PF sp asioraic UAE GE ie led ear a eck oe Sa 
Minnesota ...------e ester cere 30 Japan .-.....-e sree ee rete eee 5 
Missouri ...----+ee es eeee 45 Philippines .......-.---++-eees 5 
Weosho..% cewie nec er cette cee Ge OPO) RIGO ic sins ene ow ete ee ee 
Northern Illinois . SEee{ BGs oe Nerth Lexas .4 5 i.i0 iene gee 8 


Aggregating about $5,000, or a trifle less. 
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i The receipts, as reported by the Treasurer, L. O. Miller, follow: 
RECEIPTS BY CONFERENCES. 


‘Conferences 1910 1911 1912 1913 Totals 
Atliepheny = o ktes cee erst ote tecebetes 112.50 117.30 103). 50 189.00 522.30 
Galiforiilae a. sakes 14.00 15.00 15.00 15.00 59.00 
Chickamauga ...... 

Pelorage: ¥sc./4e6u 8.00 9.00 10.95 9.50 37.45 
Columbia River 11.00 9.00 8.00 18.00 46.00 
Bast Nebraska % 33.00 38.00 29.00 30.00 130.00 
Mast -Ohigs .. Anes oe 09.00 107.00 100.00 108.00 424.00 





s! 
Bast Pennsylvania Cae 200.00 200.00 200.00 800.00 


Hast Tennessee ... ee .00 4.00 
Pola e lar cch, bite where « he seistech wisine @ 63.25 72.00 68.40 75.60 279.25) 
PONT F474 fh ech acl i: oe Aan OO pa AE Ae Sle 3.00 5.00 6.00 6.50 20.50 
BRIAR icy cdc se RBs eee cutie ian oe 40.48 66.58 68.25 70.74 246.05 
Iowa State and Des Moines....... 68.97 112.95 149.29 156.71 487 .92 
BSORTMCKY. (tele e505 oislwice aaers.e dias lers 
MIGTIGIAR A ewan cierets ti toscer eo acehetersarel ae 
iower = WARES. © ..so clokinys wa aerecous 103.27 81.00 101.90 70.61 356.78 
BIAGIAT ee a erptesete) atpte: sue letsretetsiens ooh 266.29 275.00 300.00 262.50 1,103.79 
LCOS AN t teres ats este el». Sin vigia, stoveteoee 20.75 24.00 22.00 24.25 91.00 
Minnesota ..... siete atiaty iemanta Nee 4 12.25 13.50 13.00 TENTS 50.50 
WE SHOUT ster ec ra eet hited hes 26.00 21.00 21.00 20.00 88.00 
EMCOBRG wre: Shs bic Gye ea OR vite Meare 23.00 22.50 21.50 20.70 87.70 
SNE DIS ATSAR, ors eps icte 3 06 aula Sov a aoe 114.00 LIT bO 134.26 149.81 515.57 
NOTCH MILI OIN ar. Site chs asl eae oe 121.34 110.00 185.00 181.75 598.09 
OPER IN CHEAGK Sat. s wun ures vistas 70 9.00 12.00 12.00 7.00 40.00 
INGLE GIPOSUS Fee akan ole see Solow 3.40 4.50! 3.00 10.90 
GuHigu German’ 2252 tone jelies nee 34.00 384.00 34.00 36.00 138.00 
Oklahoma. he. es koewday + aes ee bn ee 5 16.00 17.00 10.20 54.35 
OPO COT Peed ad eta kis She > ascent 15.50 17.00 21.00 18.75 12,25 
Penvisvivani a 6 xieiccr5%s ln, Feehe los Se aeka 450.00 400.00 400.00 400.00 1,650.00 
Si eOSP AI sic cvtccaiclemontes a <8 athe 83.00 121.92 322.23 316.64 "843.79 
SOM MBC Yeahs sto Parapet toes ates 304.05 325.69 366.49 265.25 1,261.48 
Sout Beast OHIO - ycveesoisGs b ckad Ltrese 146.00 113.00 122.00 - 124.3pB 505.33 
Southwest Kansas: 3 oc... bees 30.60 25.75 21.60 25.00 102.95 
Mirg ines oes sie er ate tas Sint packs 17.94 58.82 61.44 138.20 
West (NCDERSKE 30. foes. tate 41.00 * 46.00 32.50 29.00 148.50 
Wrest “Lennessee= 2) 3154 hoa aisenes 1.00 7 6.50 7.50 
DYLRE VAP OMe S25 on tr. sia eee es 5d .40 55.06 46.50 48.50 205.46 
WV EG MEANY OL ard are.c eee ie wie ete nets 130.25 180.05 179.60 180.25 670.15 
Wisconsin 9, ctirc 2 asa ie San sores) a aueee 17.00 18.00 17.30 18.00 70.30 
IG PEPLWVADASH, © fis cue hate ese aleve te 64.93 64.93 
WRGIASCE ays teen ee ants marae 6.38 6.38 





4.70 2,844.12 3,155.77 3,163. 78 11,938 ,37 
The receipts fell short but little ee than $7,000.00 of the full amount. 


DISTRIBUTION OF BENEFICIARY Atb AMONG THE SEVERAL SCHOOLS: 


























| . 1909-10 | 1910-11 | 1911-12 | 1919-13 || 
Ben. _—‘$ Ben. 250 8) ene ee Ben —sS 
Sem...............| 26 |$2,685| 32 |$3,419] 41 [$4,752] 48 |$5,045 
Cha DIR oat semen ete 24 1,545} 20 1,345; 18 1,145} 19 1,217 
EAC CAR Setanta Ps 7 450) 10 695 9 610) 15 TTT 
Neanders tess e! Bio > 3 195 1 (6s 2 160 
Ganipbells vias 5 at 3 225 1 65 
Westfield ....,.... 2 ala Ess 3 104 | 
SP BMOMALN: (a sig % bets 1 65 
Shenandoah ....... | 2 120 
Iasd.) Gents, Sr vss : 1 Olt ak 6) cia 50 
MOT testo tee een 1 40 1 65 1 70 
Ohio Med. . 5b | 150) 
arate Miceecnewn bea sas ki became pe ee rs 
65 |$5,245| 67 |$5,713| 74. |$7,082| 87. |$ 7,344! 
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DistTRiBuUTION OF AID TO THE CONFERENCES. 


F Here are given the amounts of Beneficiary money loaned to the Bene- 
ficiaries of the several conferences and the number of Beneficiaries in each 
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conference. 
| 1909-10 | 1910-11 | 1911-12 1912-13 | 
Bo Bs | Be | Be 
; a 8S a 3 2 8s i a3 
Allegheny p) 90| 8 195} 8 650| 11 955} 
BO IILOLNIG « sveise ei es 2 995 al 125 7) 210 1 100: 
Chickamauga...... 
Wolorado so.s6 6. se 
Columbia River ... 
EK. Nebraska ...... aa 40 
“DS ACG twice arate sean al 54 1 150 4 331| 
E. Pennsylvania .. 9 865) 12 teh y= hes A305 | Ad. 875 
Erie .. 2 Bk 80 1 150 1 15 2 225 
Georgia 
MGV AIMAL rscantas vein 1 45 3 185 
Towa State ....... 3 195 2 925 8 310 3 350 
miventucky usc 2s : 1 40 
PGOMISIATIA. otal teselc eft 
Lower Wabash .... 1 50 4 230 9) 180: 3 160 
Miami . ee ae 9 660| 10 905 7 675 q 635 
SMe) alfa ah eet iokeeet oper a 40 aL: 45 3 155 
Minnesota ........ 
IVIIGSOUTI: soa ss <e~ 3 
BiSGENO iis Sisko. Se} | et 75 
North Kansas ..... 2 910 2 185 8 300 2 215! 
Northern Illinois .. 2 245 4 334 2 160 3 974 
North Nebraska ... a . 
North Texas ...... 
Ohio German ..... 
Oklahoma ......-- | 
Orevons te. es: 2 O15 2 925 2D 355 3 355 
~ Pennsylvania ...... 4 815) 4 420| 6 575]. 13 1,122). 
St Josephs. .2:2%- D 145 2 155 a 70 3 220 
Sandusky 10 565 8 620 9 782 5 363 
Beeler OO eaves as 10 725 8 565 3 180 7 535 
_S. W. Kansas . 1 150 di 150) ee 

\Wiriyea nak: ase Separate ei 1 15 

West Nebraska... .. 1 65| 2 165 
- West Tennessee. ... | 
West Virginia .... a 60 

White River ...:.. 2 950 2 225 9 150 3 155 

Wisconsim «ts. 

Upper Wabash .... 

6B | 68 7A «| 87 | 
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-RULES OF THE Boarp or EDUCATION. 


The Board of Education will make loans from the Educational Bene- — 
ficiary Fund to persons properly recommended, who are in schools of our | 
own denomination preparing for the gospel ministry, or for special mission — 
work, in accord with the following rules: - 

1. Application for loans must be made under the forms and provisions 
determined by the Board. ah: | 

2. The student applying for a loan must be properly recommended by 
his annual conference, and by the faculty of the school in which he is a 
student. These recommendations must accompany each application for a 
loan, and must have been given the student within the year preceding the | 
date of his application. 

3. Each loan must be secured by a negotiable, legal note, signed by the — 
beneficiary, and bearing six per cent. interest after maturity. — % 

4. In no ease will a note be made for a longer term than five years. 
If for any good reason the beneficiary cannot pay his note when due, he may 
have the time of payment deferred, at the discretion of the Board, by apply- 
ing for extension of time and giving a new note, non-interest-bearing | 
until after maturity. 

5. Money loaned will be paid to students through some officer of their 
school, twenty per cent. of the loan for the year about the first of October, © 
twenty per cent. about the first of December, twenty per cent. about the — 
first of April, when the note specified under rule three shall be given. 

6. Loans will not be promised when there is no money in the treasury. 
Should the aggregate loans voted beneficiaries in any year exceed the total 
amount available within the year, the Board will at its discretion reduce 
or cancel amounts so voted as loans. 

7. The amount to be loaned to any student in any year, or in any num- 
ber of years, is determined by the Board, and may be made to vary at the 
discretion of the Board. Unless the ease is an extraordinary one, the loan 
to a member of the senior class in college shall not exceed $80; to a junior, 
$75; to a sophomore, $70; tg. a freshman, $65. To a college graduate who is 
pursuing a course in the theological Seminary, the loan shall not exceed $150. 
To others in the theological Seminary, loans may be made corresponding in 
amount to that to which their class standing would entitle them, as indicated 
above, were they students in a college. Experience in the pastorate will be 
regarded as equivalent to college work, at the discretion of the Board. 

8. Any loans made in excess of sums stated in rule seven shall be re- 
garded as short loans, and shall be made payable by October 1, following the 
date of such short loans, so that the money may be available for the use of 
students in the following year. 

9. Loans may be canceled by the Board on account of the death of the 
beneficiary, or for any other reason upon which the Board agrees. 

10. The note required in rule three shall be given for three-fourths of: 
the amount voted to any beneficiary. The remaining one-fourth of the 
amount shall be given as a gift. 

11. If for any reason a beneficiary does not enter the active ministry 
of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, the entire amount of his 


212 


_ tee. 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


loan or loans, whether legally due or not, shall be due and payable at the date 
of the first meeting of his annual conference after his leaving school. “School” 
is to be regarded as a school of the United Brethren in Christ. This item is 
applicable whether the beneficiary is in another school-or not. 

12. The beneficiary shall regard himself, within proper limits, as under 
the direction of the Board of Education. ; 

13. At the discretion of the Board, payment may be withheld on account 
of unworthy conduct on the part of the beneficiary, or for any other reason. 

ate These rules shall constitute the contract between the Board of Edu- 
eation of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ and the beneficiary 
who receives a loan or loans. 

15. The signature of the beneficiary shall be affixed to a copy of these 
rules, by which signature he binds himself to observe every requirement stated 
in any one of these rules and in all of them. +. 

I agree to the provisions of these rules. 

ME nap iaie io dioe- ose 5 Susie ele ie sews Name of. applicant..:........ 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The following recommendations are submitted by a committee appointed 
for the purpose. 

1. That Education be made a codrdinate department of Church work 
on a basis of equality with Home and Foreign Misstons and Church Erec- 
tion. 

9. That Ministerial Education be madé the primal work of the Board 
and that methods be developed for, enlarging beneficiary funds and for en- 
listing a larger number of strong young men for the ministry. 

3. That the general denominational budget include a proper per cent. 
for Beneficiary Education. 

4. That all departments of the Church be so codrdinated as to work 
harmoniously to definite and properly related ends. . 

5. That a publicity campaign be conducted throughout the denomination 
to cultivate a consciousness of the need of education. This to be done 
through Telescope page, tracts, articles, addresses, etc. 

6. That for greater efficiency and-strength our colleges concentrate by 
two or more uniting into one, or uniting with an institution of another 

denomination. 
” That no college be organized or relocated, united with another in- 
‘stitution without authority from the Board or its Executive Commit- 


8. That the endowment of our institutions be made the prominent fea- 
ture during the next four years. ’ 
9. That the membership of the Board be enlarged and some promi- 


nent laymen be included in its membership. 


ADDITIONAL RECOM MENDATIONS. 
1. That during the coming quadrennium, we, as a Church, give special 


emphasis to Christian education. 


9. That Christian education be placed on a basis of equality with the 


other General Church interests, and that a publicity campaign be conducted 
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throughout the denomination to cultivate a consciousness of the need of edu- 
cation. : 
3. No educational institution shall be established, relocated, or merged — 
with another without the authority and sanction of the Board of Education. 

4, That the Board of Education consist of the Bishops and twelve other 
members, ministers and laymen. 

5. That we set as a goal for the coming quadrennium the securing of 
two millions of dollars for the endowment of our colleges, and that the 
Bishops, secretaries, presiding elders, pastors, and all earnestly co-operate for 
the realization of this ideal. 

6. That the General Conference provide -for a General Secretary of 
Edueation. This secretary shall be the educational leader in the Church, | 
whose duty it shall be to gather and distribute information, by spreading 
abroad an abundance of literature, to beget interest in the broad and impor- 
tant subject of education; to give counsel to college presidents and boards and 
to co-operate with them in their efforts to secure the proposed endowment; 
to point young people to the college; to seek to promote ministerial education, 
and to administer in conjunction with the Executive Committee, the bene- 
ficiary Education Fund. 

7. That we set apart the last Sunday of June as Educational Day. 

T. D. Crires, Chairman, 

b. F. Dauauerty, Secretary, 
T. J. SANDERS, 

G. M. Marurws, 

W. E. ScHe.t, 


Committee. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. P. Lanois, 
Secretary. 


[ Applause. ] 

On motion of Doctor Washinger, the report was received and 
referred to the proper committee. 

Bisoop WEEKLEY. Mr. Chairnian, I would like to move the fol- 
lowing: That Bishop Mathews be requested to send the gréetings of 
the Conference to Brother Philo Drury and wife, our missionaries 
from Porto Rico, with assurance of sincere interest and our prayers 
for Mrs. Drury’s speedy recovery. 

Said motion was seconded and adopted. 

On motion of Doctor Gossard, Conference adjourned with bene- 
diction by Rev. J. L. Brandenburg, of the Indiana Conference. 


FOURTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
Monpay, May 12, 1913. 
Conference convened at the usual hour with Bishop W. M. Weekley 


in the chair. 
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Desoonal: exercises conducted by Dr. ee J. Kephart, of Miami 
Conference. 

Rev. Ray Upson, of the Arion Quartet, led in singing “I want to be 
a worker for the Lord,” Mr. Ruebush presiding at the organ. 

Conference stood during prayer by Doctor Kephart. 

Tue Present. Dr. T. D. Crites, of Campbell College, will make 
the morning address. 

Dr. T. D. Crites, president of Campbell College, aay the 
address, preceding it with these remarks: “I shall discuss the 
divine-human partnership in the work of the kingdom. In John, 
second chapter, fifth verse, are these words, ‘Whatsoever he sayeth 
unto you, do it” These are the words that the sweet mother of 
Jesus spake to the servants at the marriage feast at Cana of Galilee.” 

THE Presipent. The secretary will call the roll by delegations, 
the chairman of each will answer if there are any objections. 

Secretary Siddall then called the roll of conferences. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. Senator Edmonds is very ill. I do not know 
but that the Conference would like to send a message to him. He 
has gone home. 

At the close ‘of the roll-call, the secretary read the minutes of Sat- 
urday’s sessions, which, after correction, were approved upon motion. 

Tur Presipent. Bishop Mathews wishes to speak. 

Bisnop Maruews. Mr. Chairman, it seems to be very proper that 
Dr. D. R. Miller, who served this Church in an official capacity for 
many years, honored by the Church, who died during this quadren- 
nium, that his name should be referred to the Committee on Memoirs. 

His name was so referred by common consent. 

Dr. J. E. Four, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, does it 
not seem fitting that the name of Honorable John M. Bonebrake, 
who did so much for the Church, and especially the Seminary, should 
be referred to the same committee? I move its reference. 

Seconded. 

His name was so referred. 

Rey. J. H. Parrerson, of East Ohio Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
Mrs. Minnie A. Shall, delegate from East Ohio Conference, died 
during the year. Her name should be referred. 

This was done by general consent. 

Rey. W. M. Jones, of North Kansas Conference. Mr, Chairman, 
I have a paper on Church Union, which I request to go to Committee 
No. 7. Do you wish it read or referred ? 
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Tue Present. Refer it. 

Docror Funk. Mr. Chairman, the suggestion has been made that 
the names of Dr. John R. King, of the Africa Conference, and Rev. 
B. F. Shively, of the Japan Conference, be added to the Committee 
on Foreign Missions as representing those two conferences. 

This was done by common consent. : 

Rev. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. We have a 
memorial from White River Conference concerning boundaries, which 
we wish to present. 

The secretary then called the roll of conferences for presentation 
of memorials. 3 : 

Jay M. Coaan, of East Ohio Conference. Mr. Chairman, I have a 
memorial to go to the Committee on Formulas. A form for church 
dedication. 

Rey. C. P. Hopkins, of Michigan Conference. Mr. President, I 
have three resolutions from the Michigan Conference. One to go 
to the Committee on Boundaries, one to the Committee on Nomi- 
nations, and one to the Committee on Church Membership. 

Rey. T. W. Perks, of Southwest Kansas Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I have a paper for presentation to the General Conference. 

Tue Presipent. These memorials will be passed to the secretary 
and handed to the chairmen of the various committees. This com- 
pletes the list and there will be no further calls after this. 

Pror. A. A. Maysities, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, the 
Committee on Correspondence reports the following correspondence, 
to be sent properly headed and signed by the committee. 


Decatur, I_umois, May 10, 1913. 
Rev. C. V. Mull, 
610 S. St. Joseph St., 
South Bend, Ind. 
Dear Brorrier: : 

On motion, the General Conference of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ, assembled in Decatur, Illinois, desires you to 
assure the Rev. William A. Sunday of our love and affection for 
him in his telling fight against the powers of darkness. 

His most vicious opponent and defamer, the “Rum Power,” fur- 
nishes us with indisputable evidence of his devotion to the cause 
of humanity and of his consecration to the cause of Christ. 
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He has our prayers that God may crown his efforts in South Bend 
with the greatest victory yet given to his labors. 
(Signed) CoMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE, 
J. A. Lyver, Chairman. 

A. A. Maystutes, Secretary. 
Mrs. McDonatp. 

L. L. Erbey. 

W. S. RicHArps. 


: Decatur, Inuinois, May 10, 1913. 

From the General Conference of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ to the Annual Conference of the Evangelical 
Association assembled in Salem, Oregon. 

Dear BRETHREN: 

The General Conference conveys to you, through our beloved 
Bishop Bell, our sincerest fraternal greetings and assures you of 
our hearty sympathy with the plans to federate the educational in- 
terests of the United Evangelical Church of the Evangelical Asso- 

ciation, and of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ on the 
Pacific Coast. 

(Signed) ComMirreE ON CORRESPONDENCE. 
J. A. Lyver, Chairman. 
A. A. Maysiuues, Secretary. 
L. L. Epiny, 
Mrs. McDonatp. 
W. S. Ricuarps. 


On motion, the report was approved. 

Rev. Joun W. Owen, of Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chairman, 

we wish to present the report of the Committee on Sunday Schools 
and Brotherhood. 
Dr. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to ask before it is read, if it is the policy of conference 
to have the reports all printed? Four years ago we ordered about 
half of them read before printing and the others we simply re- 
ferred to the printer without being read. Let us settle this now. 

Tue Present. The committee is ready to report. Will you hear 
the report or will you refer it to the printer ? 

Dr. D. D. Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I move that all reports be referred to the printer before read- 
ing because they will have to be read again afterward, and we can 
as well save time at this end of it. 

Seconded. 


The motion prevailed. 
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Dr. W. R. Funx. Mr. Chairman, a question. As these reports: 


come in they certainly ought to be announced on this floor and the 


copies filed with the secretaries before going to the printer. It is: 


very important, I think. 

Docror Gruver. Mr. Chairman, we have three copies, one to go 
to the secretary, one to go to the printer, and one into the hands 
of the committee, 

Srorerary Keppet. Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer this resolution: 


Resolved, That the chairman of each conference delegation fur- 
nish the secretary to-day with a complete list of the members of his 
delegation, giving the ministerial and lay delegates in. separate lists 
with the proper title and initials of each delegate. 

(Signed) Mark Keppr.. 
Cuas. J. HA. 

Secretary Cuas. J. Hany, of Miami Conference. Mr, Chairman, 
this motion is self-explanatory, but the secretaries feel the need of 
it; for instance, when the president recognizes Brother Bennett, of 
Neosho Conference, as Doctor Bennett, unless we happen to know 
the member’s true title, how can we determine whether he is a Doc- 
tor of Law, a physician, or a ministerial or a lay delegate, or if a 
member should be recognized as professor, still he may be a Doctor 
of Divinity and his name should appear in the record with his true 
titles. I know the names and. titles of many of the delegates, but 
there being so large a number of new members, it is essential that 
I have the correct name and title of each ministerial and lay dele- 
gate. Will each chairman make out this list this morning so that 
the secretaries can have a complete list made of the membership by 
conferences 4 

The motion was adopted. 

Doctor FunKuouser. Mr. Chairman, referring to the resolution 
offered by Mr. Keppel, I move that when that roll of delegates is 
prepared, that it be printed for distribution to members of the con- 
ference. If we have this list by conferences and designating as to 
whether they are lay or ministerial, we shall know each other and 
be able thus to do our business more correctly. 

Seconded by Secretary Hall. 

The motion prevailed. 

Tue Preswent. We will now hear the report of the Manager of 
Bonebrake Seminary. Proceed. 
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Dr. J. E. Four, Manager of Bonebrake Theological Seminary. Mr. 
Chairman, before making this report or reading it, I should like, 
with your permission, to make a general statement to this effect, 
because of what I have termed a great proposition of this Church— 
it was not my privilege to give the attention to the preparation Oley 
this report that I should have given and I have omitted one thing 
which I deeply regret in connection with this report, which is my 
great appreciation of the faithful and efficient service of the Execu- 
tive Committee and Board of Directors of that institution during 
these four years. Its success has been achieved in great measure 
by this faithful, consecrated committee, who labored with problems 
of the institution practically day and night and should be given 
great credit, and I, this morning in this way, want to express my 
personal appreciation of their service. 

as should like also to refer to the very faithful and efficient service 
of our General Church Treasurer, without whose co-operation we 
could not have carried through the great propositions we have had 
upon us during the quadrennium. 


ELEVENTH QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE BUSINESS MANAGER OF THE BONE- 
BRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


To the Bishops and Delegates of the Twenty-sixth General Conference. 
Greeting:—With profound gratitude to Almighty God for his abounding 
race, I bring to you the quadrennial report of The Bonebrake Theological Semi- 
ary. 

My report covers a period of four years, while my term as manager was 
nly for three years and nine months, The term of my honored predecessor 
id not end until July 1, 1909. My. report, therefore, includes the three closing 
onths of his time of service. 

To submit a report of the business’ transactions of this institution of the 
hurch for a period of four years is no small task. There is no disposition on 
y part to claim perfection in the financial management of the school, nor 
- grow exultant over the successes of these years. No one has deplored 
e lack of financial ability more than your business manager, but certainly no 
ne could have worked harder at the job than he has. The work of the 
iuadrennium is presented with humility, wishing that it might have been a 
housand times better; but we have done what we could. 


BUILDING REPAIRED. 

At the beginning of the quadrennium, the building was thoroughly reno- 
ated according to the direction of the last General Conference. Much new 
urniture was installed in the dormitory rooms, new beds and bedding purchased, 
he walls of the entire building frescoed, a new and larger boiler for heating 
he building secured, replacing one which had given out, additional radiation was 
riven to the rooms, new gas fixtures purchased for the halls and chapel, and 
he woodwork of the building painted, the total cost of which was about seventy- 
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active appeal 


five hundred dollars; but the old building was given a new and attr 
ance, greatly appreciated by the faculty and students. 3 Sa 

For the office a complete workablé equipment was secured, consisting — 
a good typewriter and desk, filing cabinets, a multigraph and addressograpl 
a new table and necessary bookcases. The office equipment is practicable an 
meets an absolute necessity. 


NEW GROUNDS. M 


According to the order of -the last General Conference, two new  building# 
were to be erected on the old grounds; “one a dormitory building with 2 
modern, approved appointments; the other, a library building.” 
For a time it was thought this could be done. The ground was measures 
and an architect submitted a set of plans; but after careful consideration bi 
the Board of Directors and Executive Committee, it was their best judgmen 
and the judgment of the manager, that the Seminary did not own sufficien 
ground upon which to erect a full complement of buildings. To have erecte: 
these two buildings would have meant to crowd them into a space entirely to 
small for beauty or convenience. More than this, the environment was suc 
as to convince every one who saw the situation that it would be a mistake te 
erect the buildings on these grounds. : 
The board members were called to Dayton and they advised that nothing 
done toward starting the buildings until after the regular meeting of the boar 
of directors in May, 1910, At this meeting they unanimously directed ithe 
purchase of twenty acres in Dayton View on which the management had se4 
cured an option. ; ‘| 
Soon after this, Miss Harriet Long gave the Seminary fifty acres, a sh i 

| 
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distance from these twenty acres. To these lands were added by purchase, tw 
hundred more, which connected all our .Jands and gave us complete control o 
the environment of our new building grounds. This was a heavy burden 
carry, but one which would have yielded tremendous returns had the Churcl 
responded to our appeals for money with which to pay for them. | 
Inasmuch-as they did not, the board of directors, at their last meeting, gave 
the Executive Committee and manager authority to sell all this land except 
about forty or forty-five acres, which they ordered us to reserve for the ney 
buildings. : 
It gives me pleasure to report that a contract has been signed and a com 
pany is now being organized to purchase all our holdings in Dayton Viey 
except the acreage indicated by the board of directors and thirty-two lots, whi “h 
compose Otterbein Park, adjoining the Seminary grounds. : 
If the Seminary had been able to control these grounds, it is the judgmenr o 
the committee that we should have been able to make $500,000 for the Seminary 
And the committee that has charge of taking over this ground I am sure has Al 





chance for a most handsome profit, and I have insisted upon them letting our com 
mittee into it for a financial reimbursement, and second, that we may help t 
Seminary to protect their investment, which they propose to do. ' 

When the new company takes our property and the thirty-two lots are 
sold,-we will have money enough to pay every dollar we owe, and approx 
mately forty-five acres of as fine land for our purposes as can be found in o 
about the city of Dayton. The value of these forty-five acres can be placed 
conservatively at $70,000. In addition to this we are to get five per cent. on the 
gross sales of this land, which will bring to us at least $40,000 more. | 

I am not going to tell you in figures, unless you insist upon it, of the profits: 
we make in the holding. But I want to Say to you that we have made interest ou 
of our holding in addition to the $70,000 of property we hold, 
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One of the street car lines in the city runs its city cars to the corner of 
talpa Drive and Salem Avenue, which is only about three hundred feet from 
- new grounds. The location is unexcelled, being high, and in one of the 
ry best sections of the city. 

The Board of Directors, subject to your approval, ordered the management 
secure an expert landscape architect to properly plan the grounds for the 
w buildings, immediately after this conference adjourns. 

An architect for the new buildings was also included in their directions. 
‘was their thought that at least two new buildings—an administration build- 
- and a dormitory building—should be erected next year. 


THE BONEBRAKE LANDS. 

The Bonebrake lands in Thomas County, Kansas, at the opening of the 
adrennium were leased to Mr. J. N. Fike. Because of the complete failure 
crops in 1911, he was financially unable to continue his lease. We were 
able to secure any one else to lease them for the same reason. From neces- 
mw, therefore, these lands were seeded in the autumn of 1911 by the manage- 
rt, and have been handled since that time by the institution itself. 

- After a very careful study of conditions obtaining in that county, it became 
ident that we could not depend upon the growing of wheat or barley alone; 
af if the Seminary is to reap a regular and certain income from this ranch, 
on it must be turned ‘largely to a live stock ranch. This would have been 
me when the lease was given up by Mr. Fike if the money, had been in our 
mds for the purchase of the stock. Last autumn, we purchased eleven horses, 
irty cattle, and one hundred and nine hogs. These have done exceptionally 
Ill, and it is evident that the institution will reap a good profit from them. 

In addition to the lands donated by our lamented Hon. John M. Bonebrake, 
o other sections were purchased, one of which is completely surrounded by 
| Jands donated by Mr. Bonebrake, and the other joins them. The purchase 
these two sections was a necessity in order to properly handle the Bonebrake 
hds. This gives us 5,120 acres in practically one body. 


OTHER LANDS DONATED. 

Hon. John M. Peckham donated a good farm of 
hty acres near Sidney, Ohio, and Miss Amelia D. Kester, a farm of 160 acres 
ar Columbia City, Indiana. Both these gifts, as well as the magnificent gift 
‘Miss Harriet Long, of fifty acres near Dayton, were given on the annuity 
and for the time being will yield little or no returns to the Seminary above 


e annuity. 








‘During this quadrennium, 


FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY. 
brated by the friends of the Seminary, in 
lay, 1912. Prior to this celebration a campaign was conducted, by which we 
ught to secure a larger endowment for the institution. In annuities and other 
fts we secured approximately $60,000; but the campaign resulted in awaken- 


~ the sympathies of our people for the Seminary, and acquainting them with 
; work. 5 


“The fortieth anniversary was cele 





ANNUAL CONFERENCE SUPPORT. 


The failure of the conferences to mect the apportionment of the General 
snference for the Seminary during the quadrennium, served as a tremendous 
ndicap to the work, nece stent effort to keep 


ssitating continued and pers! 
e institution from a deficiency each ye 


ar in the contingent account. This _ sit- 
ition calls for your careful and prayerful consideration. The following is a 
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statement of the apportionment, receipts and the deficiencies by conference 


for the quadrennium: | 
Conferences : Apportionment Receipts Deficien¢ 


Allegheny: ton teats oa ouc tern $ 3,000.00 $ 1,155.80 $1,844.24 
Califoriia: (x5 skydn ne <2 tasko ken hie ab ese 400.00 189 .00 211.1 
(Ghickamatoa me soeter-te sey tiead he tae A000: 2; eh tee 40. 
CelOTAdO. Benen oe Chace sia cee + Senet 200.00 110525 89. 
Gown id Ma UVely civ G ce sete eal packs a . 260.00 51.00 209. 
Bast SING DRAKA fc ur.cd wacko see eee 700.00 302.00 398. 
East Ohio ee TCA a a fe Po) te ee a 2,400.00 TeSor 00 ; 869 a 
Bact e Pennsylvaniac: osc see eee surged ia He 
Rash Lennessees - Pui ae Oe ee ones ; : s 
Erie Oy, VOM tain. eo sen See, Bee ae 700.00 et 452700 247. 
OT SAS ee Aart re te seeg ei sete rete 100.00 1.00 99. 
ican: etek. a ces otiniowts Sri o sien 1,400.00 516.79 883 .2? 
Owain Pee ee ee A AE Soe Oe hoe ee 2,000 . 00 516.72 1,483. 
Rreniticloy) the ists tener thine See eae AD NOON ae 40. 
TSS Ata fe ee ee ie oe ae 200.00 10.50 189. 
JaOMTErey. WV ADASH A Aske ta, Noles oe as 1,400.00 738.04 661.98 
WEA trie ee PPP RE ON, Pe Macatee ion 3,000.00 2,241 .66 758. 
Maictiaaiee eee Ooms nas rae 400.00 274.75 1254 
WETTIDPROCA Meee cece Sie alee eee Ra ete 300.00 64.10: 235.! 
Missourin cca. one, Sah ase has 400.00 121.50 278.5 
IMEOSTHOr etre a ro eva neta ee ee 600.00 13362 466.3 
NWortiern: Lilin ois oi: Ae oe eee 2,000.00 711.80 1,288.2 
Wortier ebraskasos 26 tees oecsoee eee 100.00 48 .00 52.0 
Noitiw mel Oxasn Cs. ar thee ee ee 60.00 7.45 By 
INOgth te atisas: 5.ocee hein setae tee eee 2,000.00 734.03 1,265.9 
AVIS OE INL ATT: Wy che at eoteels ascetic Re 800.00 157.00 643 . 06 
Miiahonraes Si. w sce aud ee ee ~ 500.00 158.00 342. 0( 
OTECOM hate ine Si wach Ee eee 400.00 81.50 318. 5¢ 
PEAS VIVA At Sec eR sat tacks Gee 3,000.00 2,725 .00 225. 
SEP LOSOD richie ois e alent iesin. cee Paro eiches 2,800.00 1,510.96 1,289 . 0 
Sanus teva: nn Chee Salted Saket wes eee 3,000.00 2,442.07 557.9% 
Southeasts Oliomansia ons es oe. eee 1,600.00 752.00 848 . O 
Southwest Kansas cour neta eee ae 500.00 211.10 288 . 9 
Wire iia yest clot et ie cinch ie Ryne sie: 800.00 386.17 413.8 
WHEStuNebrasiays tinh se, Com coven ee 400.00 226.75 173.2! 
West oWiteiiiia sa. our ana te eae ee 1,000.00 305.55 694. 4. 
West Dennessee: ses. eee 100.00 6.50 93.5 
Whites RIVER <uek oko ee ee 2,400.00 924.70 1,475.31 
IWasConsiny ts 22 tite oe ek es 400 .00 82.30 317.71 
Uppers Wabash es2ue GR eee nee none 104.20 non 


$21,997 .67 $20,656.5 

Think of giving over $400,000 to missions at home and abroad last year— 
most commendable thing—and giving $5,633.14 to the only training school of ou 
denomination, from which must come the pastors and teachers and preachers t 
carry the gospel to the world and do the work of evangelism! 

More than this, our schoo! has grown and is growing, so that instead of fiv 
professors who served during the last quadrennium, we have had six most of th 
time and seven part of the time of this quadrennium. Your attention is called t 
the increase of expenses without any increase of gifts from the conferences. 
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A GREAT NEED. 


It is hoped that you may be able to devise some method by which the Church 
ian be aroused to the realization of the importance of securing a trained ministry, 
mod the real value of this institution to the work of the Church. A great deal has 
een accomplished along this line, but more remains to be done. We have no way 
f making a direct appeal to the people, or of placing before them the importance 
ff the work of the Christian ministry and of this institution, except as individual 
wastors present the matter from their pulpits, or as the faculty or manager reaches 
adividual congregations. The Seminary interests are always presented to our 
veople with the college interests and seldom, if ever, is this institution given its 
rroper place. Our people, therefore, are not made to realize the tremendous im- 
fortance of turning young men to the Christian ministry, or to this our only 
caining school for the same. The Church will never rise higher than her ministry. 
“very department of the work is hindered or promoted in proportion to the 
fficiency of the man in the pulpit. 


A GREAT OFFER. 


Through the generosity of a friend, whose name I am pledged to protect, I 
eave the honor of presenting to you the following proposition, namely, that he will 
‘ive The Bonebrake Theological Seminary the sum of $200,000 on condition that the 
Church raise a like amount for it. The amounts raised by the Church 
sill be matched on and after January 1, 1914, up to $200,000. This money is to be 
ised inside of the Church, and by the Church. However, he has consented that 
he Cowden Memorial Fund may be counted as a part of the $200,000 to be raised 
yy the Church; but all other moneys must be raised inside of the Church. Also 
‘mnuity gifts will not be counted, but all funds applying either to new buildings, or 
ny of our funds at the Seminary may be counted. wees : 

|” This gentleman is tremendously interested in the United Brethren Church. I 
lope that nothing will keep us from meeting this challenge. It does not mean 
/200,000 only; he desires to make it $250,000, but I insisted upon his making it 
/200,000, believing that the $250,000 was more than we could reach because of the 
Hressing of the Church. However, I am of the opinion that we will get the $50,000 
inyhow. I believe there are several more $50,000 if this Church rises and 


heets the challenge which he holds out to us. 


INCREASE OF ASSETS. 
While the assets have not increased_as rapidly as we hoped, we are glad to 
jeport that the Endowment Fund increased from $170,627.68 to $293,615.70, an increase 
»£ $122,988.02. Contingent Fund increased from $22,388.07 to $63,104.12, an increase 
£ $40,716.05. The New Building Fund from $7,681.25 to $33,977.91, an increase of 
on oe Total net assets increased from $245,497.00 to $441,370.34, an increase 
sf $195,873.34. Of this $19,520 was due to increase in appraisement of Kansas land. 


; RECOMMENDATIONS. 

- 1, That you set apart a day to be known as Seminary Day. -For this day let 
he Seminary prepare a program and have every minister in the denomination preach 
ipon some phase of the claims of the Christian ministry upon the young life of 
e Church. Arrange it so that no moneys will be raised on that day, but simply 
he presentation of the greatness of the Christian ministry, and the needs of this 

titution as our only training school. ; 

= 2 That you aiPeet the landscaping of our new grounds, and the erection of 


ministration and a dormitory building next spring. 
i" iz That you arrange for the establishment of Bible Conferences, to be con- 


lucted in connection with our annual conferences each year, by the members of 
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the faculty, under the direction of Rev. G. A. Funkhouser, D.D., and the Executive 
Committee of the Seminary. 

4. That you favorably consider the proposition made by our very worthy and| 
distinguished friend of a gift of $200,000 on condition that the Church raise a like 


amount. 





Cash Receipts. 
Year Ending 














March 31 
1910 1911 1912 1913 Footing Total 
Conference Assessments ......$ 5,636.76 $ 5,102.90 § 5,624.87 $ 5,633.14 $21,997.67 : 
Contingent General .......... 2,772.51 14,220.98 18,645.81 WD S18:209 arate es aten 
BO Tarn AGTODS + ga's «oc science os 4 G20/403S tetas sae elma totes 9,270.74 50,848.53 
iG HOLeS | Plaid 4a. ome alsin Oe saviebea ee 1,353.00 1,331.50 2,185.11 4,869.61 
Pe eddad ald. shoo Oe re cae 3,000.00 19,003.50 22,003.50 
BICEP COR aR ccc’, Cars ots aie leave Hee cian 2,967.11 2,349.33" 2,485.35 2,040.37 9,842.16 
Incidental @tees™ <7... sae csss0 133.61 146.50 156.50 154.50 591.11 
FRETIES plan pe Fe PE ee 8 ticles hie GL2.85 653.25 1,265.00 2,200.85 4,781.95 
ea irat a ete ans Wate sacs tx dotalea ies LOO © 5 seein eictasteie  cayoaigiosetont etcetera 100.00 
LEIED DONC LELUAG «,'cc ssa cian gh ae coma e ALO rcia eter teacycetnn eataieeeutert tay 4.80 5 
Mrs > Dit; tRike: Scholarship s.2-9 sristaetetes's FMA ei ychA Feet oS 50.00 50.00 4 
Ronhrigent Cash. ccs pa cic dotd $16,843.24 $23,880.76 $32,509.03 $41,906.30 $119,080.33 
Endowment Loans Returned....$21,630.90 $ 6,055.00 $ 9,617.08 §$ 1,758.88 $39,061.86 } 
New! JRndowment “"..0. 35's oe 2,683.25 2,310.00 1,773.67 600.00 7,366.92 q 
indowment (avotes Paid: c..i.s.2 che = ears 2,192.50 2,962.00 2,535.83 7,690.33 | 
Es Ata SONG ote stellt vin». vinta nyo oie 5 hae aa Saye oho ed, Stas et OS ini BUS ee 415.00 415.00 | 
Endowment Cash.......0..206- $24,314.15 $10,557.50 $14,352.75 “$ 5,309.71 ......... $ 54,534.11 
New Building Fund............ $ 335.34 80:00: «$25,000.00 . 2... cee $25,415.34 4 
det Miepies': Paid, 3.0) oe, eck a ee 280.00 520.50 800.50 | 
New Building Cash .......4... $ 335.34 $ 80.00 $25,280.00 $ 520.50 ......... $ 26,215.84 
Borrowed money..........000.. SRP. GOES a ne $157,500.00 $53,800.00 ......... $244,400.00 
Reale-l state «Returns .20%5..0.a5cee © cone en ee ie ee $ pt B98:43" 22s cede Sel vten borsina ato $ 1,698. 
Coyden’!- Budowmient.. 12 .s:.%3..2-205 ta Poe ee ee ween eee cee SOUT Diseases $ 367.17 
Polat coo ee ee ee — : 
Recapitulation. : q 
1910 1911 1912 1913 Total 
Contingent; Cast cin. owe peepee te Oe $16,843.24 $23,830.76 $ 32,509.03 $ 41,906.30 $115,089.33 
FNAOWRIENE -. GASH!" A hrsia tis, aero crocs le eo 24,314.15 10,557.50 14,352.75 5,309.71 54,534.1 
New, - Building Cash- yess... ccee eee eee 335.34 80.00 25,280.00 520.50 26,215. 
Borrowed. Morley"... 8: 52see4 ss aeea ee eee Be; LOO: OO" ve oie inte oe 157,500.00 53,800.00 $244,400. 
Réal- Wstate Cash «20.254 | ease ee Re 1,608:43,) eiticcisee ne 1,698.4. 
Cavden Endowment °s:..3:3 21. is1Fsis,0)3:0ido, adh he Re es Gamer eae 3867.17 367.1 
OCA ttt LOL os we sasspayepateicnragede stoma 74,592.73 : 
AA LOL AOL I OCD oie ot ine ote een ps: 34,468.26 : 
Lotal “for WD ce occ aa oon Send oe eee eels seen eee 231,340.21 
Total for 1913... os fe. Peas sans wan ee ee eee 101,903.68 ; 
Total, for, Quadrennium .. . 2.2...) ¢)ssaa)s_. a,c.ctel tele todas Min pees Sheeran oe a 442,304.88 
Cash balance on hand April“ 1, 1909. 2:50. 255.00": a's mn iwc eee ere ei Rees att aia tae pe a 1,442.37 
Total Cash Receipts... ace iets te das 0 59s win tay ee Rita Poe ge a OC a Ot $443,747.25 
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Cash Expenditures. 


Year Enwing 

















' 


Inventories Compared. 
Endowment Funds Compared 


Mar. 31, ’09 
MAN podieen nn SM Noe utr ce inl che! ole: eiesgpst oro 8 og $ 50, 695. 00 
AOA Ma ANtae foe a he dic stem aicigans geeks Sle ieidnys 86,400. 00 
AG MGR AGISS Sh See Aine coc an ate Onliner in 
Ree Ft tare ete) ote, Nh 5 iaits, «qa sees 1,300.00 


March 31 
1910 1911 1912 1913 Footing Total 
BATES Ui Welcs esis esate wee oe $10,407.62 $10,573,66 $11,997.88 $13,376.99 $46,356.15 
BOR tei Scie a sisi SILK ate aa 248.22 981.17 4,281.14 7,416.96 12,927.49 
RNTIIELOS Sars laie irs se se's.o wins Dene ae 1,417.84 1,485.45 2,132.84 8,795.92 13,782.05 
Suel, Light, Water............ 261.82 211.00 438.79 369.41 1,281.02 
traveling Expense ........... 929.32 2,027.19 2,242.94 2,052.81 7,252.26 
exes and “Insurance ...45.... 1,073.54 708.29 1,132.58 1,802.12 4,716.53 
RED QIT SEN le syas acres Sic a ase seis sates 1,889.59 927.87 1,406.18 540.16 4,763.80 
MAG ents: = RENtSs). 5 lsic'e's 2's ween see 4611.00 423.00 495.50 593.00 1,972.50 
Printing, Sup., Post & Telephone 654.12 884.53 1,378.25 673.88 3,590.78 
PRR AT VN et sialiahict year ais a ouch abs) ie tote to 46.35 82.90 ORS: 44.42 271.40 
egal Fees a 138.70 67.04 _ 281.60 67.70 555.04 
danitor Service 6138.71 650.71 742.02 786.88 2,793.32 
fice Help and ‘Treasurer Ex.. aus 15 917.10 1,153.19 1,149.33 3,899.77 
MRE LCU VV OL coe tcettels ele rset, here's ieee 975.00 6,050.77 953.86 7,979.63 
christian Stewardship Com...... .. x 250.00 225.00 225.00 700.00 
JJuadrennial Conference Asst.. .... Rpcteahtn Ghacecrescteen eee MOMs ce 300.00 300.00 
BCI e MOT OPS: acc. sos nice ses paend-o'» sUicavemag ayakins 482.80 8,924.35 8,795.42 18,202.57 
RNC te = S taste capa hae tava hein wie) Sch 4a nhs; Sis. 53.76 132.98 725.39 912.13 
MEIER MEDSECS ley ASSIS to cone Die Giel o silesel a al so eishelahal Sueseieds = ahs se store 1,126.58 1,126,58 
Ranch Live Stock & Property. ......... a eecvres eter ict erys oseshek: 4,072.14 4,072.14 
Beri Stock iG: Dxpenset.’. 66.0. cece ee oe aes eee ak wee neteNsacaee sn 2'017.45 2,017.45 
BEM ERTT EN EMINOLES: aatejorishecysieley sie) se <p p-mnslslvle.» ~'elese Say a teh oe ET ot 1,991.04 1,991.04 
Sontingent Cash. Payments. .... 18,821.98 21,651.47 48,113.74 57,876.46 ......... $141,463.65 
4ndowment Investments 31,350.00 6,630.00 12,972.24 375.00 51,827.24 
anch Improvements ; 813.00 1,445.96 799.59 1,876.76 4,935.31 
Farms Improvements 206.37 344.74 OTS AS rears citalens 1,539.24 
PETRUTO oe hee ss oie haat es ae ees 1,804.36 231.26 698.30 101.90 2,835.82 
MPRESUMUCITS, oles spores 020.010 emo ia's $34,173.73 $ 8,651.96 $15,448.26 §$ 2,853.66 ......... $ 60,527.61 
Sele State DOUGitis clctecalerlcusiccle:csjele els sie wiplelete ls eles LQOMGaIOds te cccta tie sai reer oe 120,763.91 
orrowed Money Paid ........ 19,300.00 6,800.00 47,542.70 epee cg Srerelecetere 117,900.00 
PM SEAT ew UL TPLOVEHICINUS iis cio cieve atm slieisis |) seieislvie 6 Cieu it ais tele: eysrs PURO as ecw he 2,122.09 
Total Pa TE ee oe a Gk wT ak el a, See a ae 
Recapitulation. 
1910 1911 1912 1913 Total 
Yontingent Cash ........e eee eee eee eee 18,821.98 $21,651.47 $ 48,113.74 $57,876.46 $141,463.65 
DMO WwaANent) (CAaSh cc etie ts lecclae sis cause cere 34.173.73 8,651.06 15,448.26 2,353.66 60,627.61 
SELOWEG NLONGY? sea e econ eee cans 19,300.00 6,800.00 47,542.70 44,257.30 117,900.00 
PPa BS TACC Iie cle fee icicles Sictalie) couese raya *einarn) sVettgee6Ah'n sc us otmicariie » ZO SIGS. 0 lise coe gis tates 120,763.91 
eal state Improvemients........-..+-+++: beret ee cece e eens 2122. OO Oe ikke aajemres 2,122.09 
Pets POLO! (alee ein pinrersialn eve; + ale @ je)e ales wins 72,295, 
PEO mL Oe ieteeieiero steveltgaloumiale viele ic e aleynie leipisiess «loans 37,103.4 ne 
WET Gee OD eset cele Sureintatefileoleuslse ele Mee w.ejoislercle» | Uemublee aie wie 226,868.61 i 
NBptal for 1913... ccc. c reteset ese tote ees salen Pestersicte Nona Sean ibe ++ 106,609.51 
oa for Quadrenmium fF... ese e eee ree cee ete tenet etre nee ene e rene eee enene 442,877.26 
(ash balance on hand April 1, 1913......-. 06sec eee eee e eee etteeteteeet eee eee 869.99 
“oo (nei “agreeiem rial Ware alec ath a OI Opin Ge Goo Benen anon a Hoin orate iemecmseinirsch ys & ShiC ares 


Mar. 31, 713 
$ 23,733.63 
105,920.00 
46,800.00 
1,300.00 








)WENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE ae | 
"4628 W. First Street, Dayton)... ee Spee 2,500.00 2,500.00 
‘Enelid “and: First, Dayton nate: eee meee -. 4,000.00 4,000.00. 
Shaw Avenue, (Orchard Street) Lot............--...- 388.20 213 :20} 
Pndowment -Linie. NOtesh a... beer cise rete soiree 3,976.25 12,053.83. 
Endowment: Death Niotesi. situ... ons cee satire een 20,075 .00 40,600.00 
Peckham “Paran .o: sete oy soe Bas ean Pen ene 10,470.17 
Mester Parincnn: wit pacethn (teeta ok bate rain aeeide age 15,444.60 
Toledo Life Insutance Company stock..............-.. 500.00. 
ast ie oP E Re orate Peles wets oes o! RP mind ue ore ESA: 5 sade 1,293 .23 4 
WeGain to? Realer state cic). fc-2 1 phot i nok areas ae cde otepeteareers 30,080.27 
Atala 2 oo. ast ee ce ee aioe: $170,627.68 $293,615.70 
Contingent Funds Compared 

Indianapolis Lot ........0. sce ee cee sees ccc eeeeeeteneares $ 100.00 ‘ 
Grand Rapids Lot. (ige.c<~ <teoleten nin pent ee ans dete ras pew 400.00 400.00 
Philadelphia, two lots .......6. esse cece eee e tere eer ees 200.00 200.00 
Friedley Farm Interests .......-.-.-0.se sees reer ete eens 1,500.00 3,885.82 
Contingent Time Notes .........---ese se ee ere eee e eens 5,258.14 5,057.80. 
Contingent Death Notes .......-.. 000s scree reece seen eee 14,950.00 11,080.00. 
JPiublic~ Utility: Bonds sc)... . view stabs esti Rad's Seige atemae «= 5,000.00 
Kansas) Ranch Property: oss mee. corer see et - 8,325 .49 
TALS ORSAY. foes oon an = Sin weg a egernin nin foeen Ae 2° aac cae ley Wk 554.90 
Pei ir, 65. wis rile obi nk wh Oe LOG aden ODP a tenet la ree ee 149.14 869.99 
Hican toe caleb state or. ctt ve tease a arts arr oe eeu 26,457 .12 
Loan to Furnishings and Library ............-.+-t-eeees 1,273.00 
Topal es bkotrrcaias eons a eee ee Peet ore $22,557.28 $63,104.12 

Iceta diie=to, News Budding wic,ccm <a s:sernct eerie eats 169.21 

Niet Mie eStitedite bs. seviate meen e ores ee ee i io asieie aieee $22,388 .07 
New Building Fund Compared : 
CEA ab 2 a pe OCR Bee is Sn oy ay Soe SAT 8 $ 5,743.00 $ 1,807.50 
TA tH mI TES eee ees ola See ORI Ie oe RE EES chee ENS 4,000.00 
Moanste weal state nites ioe nghs oe ce ease Mocs aoe 28,170.41 

Hoan itonCantine ents oir so cesta ab tangy Siar eet a elo 169.21 
Woan- tO UP UPMISHIMe Seed cn eet siete bee can et arte let 1,769 .04 ; 
TOtALS hse abe ce Ree Aa ee ot ae ornare $ 7,681.25 $33,977 .91 
Building, Grounds, Furnishings and Library Investment Compared ; 
Manding land, Grounds; 25. 2c sou cnet oe ee ape Se $38,536.52 40,445.55. 
DADEALY. 625 os os oe Seen a ale gee ie nd an nig nD epaela te no alway 4,032.42 4,309.87 
RPTEC TECH UV a ane See ae RPE Se ce ise iy ale dttin acta yale 4,000.10 6,826.92 
Totals -.: 2 a Re ee $46,569.04 $51,582.34 
Less borrowed from other funds as a temporary loan.... 1,769.04 1,273.00 
Netecinvestment. 2. 6. couse ob sie ie Sere eae ee $44,800.00 $50,309. 34 
Cowden’ Memorial; Endowment Fund =-7.54)ene 4 eee eee ae $ 5 363.24 
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Comparison of Investments. 









Recapitulation 

Ete Assets. Maren, ola. 1OlS rs. taci e te aes he Soe $664,370.34 
Pee OTEOWCG,  VLONEY. 4 20).10 yp ci0 Ca oda a ojo ahi neeie SP Lae ss 223,000 . 00 
SEMEN S CL Sr Bote spn ees SC ERE oS TRE eee Hieca ean oe bas ag BA wl 
Assets Invested as follows 

emcee E Ger LUITGS = or-vou ca uonbeu depend tite nes ke as $293,615.70 

(SCTE Soins ATEN Bh aI Se Ye eee AU olin aca Saar arn gi 63,104.12 

IN eiiee IBKo ed alreavon'el ak brat eteyitraee ease) scleral re nie re oer merece 33,977.91 

Bittle andi GrOumds 7 rete yivens sniecs rustica es kes cone 50,309.34 

Com deiier nGoOwibenit ie testes eeceie: o ie Bie Lables o ales SO3c27 
RPP NG CENS ED VaR TIA SiGe cosy clay siniete We oie de ek seis a awa a Hae Geass 
Real Estate Investments as follows: 

Pe We SIL Celso Siar. tries ion ale titiieein adhe sachs s $299,471.07 

RSIVeneOiieeta eT ODerty. sno cars as eae catna naelo cus 8,600.00 
Real Estate Loans as follows: 

DB OrrOwie Gam OnNeyse yc: cris dawns, cee Ca eee tees $223,000.00 

Dien to Send OWaMeNt UNG — coche hte sae Seow ce as 30,080.27 
MeDiteaton Contingent. Pun S.sccicn tiercieee is fs aele o Seeker 26,457.12 

iE =tOm New Ulld ine PUN: 5 woes 'niteie)eies nie sc eus Se 28,170.41 

Dueato, Cowden Endowment Bundy oo... ..-s 0. ce ees 363.27 


Comparison of Funds, 1913 with 1909 


AVANCE RIT Cad ONS) 1s Hinks vain shee ais be a ijale hs Ee $293,615.70 
ekomuanieii tert tides 1909 Kron) ccsiie Geelens eiginus so oos ee Oe wes 170,627 .68 


MRCASCMITINTOUINVICATS cats ta dete ceca « «loidiete Go ote 6.5 basics 
Mae OTSA ee Es 1191 LOE Scar ceo Se ccthapiad oboe slerticseie aces a ee ae $ 63,104.12 
Brain ecrtimrt1ind, el O09 tern ca als areola cin fines tients ene we 22,388 .07 


RS Citi OUT VAL Ss sis ilotuatovelsl cin sale is love eya'erie sc0ie Sree levaoe 
coy > Jot hear 7 Es RT. rn ee ene an orera eee ar $ 33,977.91 
ew Building Fund, ROOD reer hee re Rie oe aie Gale ties 7,681.25 


PCRS CMe Ihe TOUT ay CALSE Ose wissen nee one a) fs Ocala SP aaa 
Building, Grounds and Furnishings, 1913 .............. $ 50,309.34 








Building, Groundseand: Furnishings, 1900.0... 44,800.00 
lderedse av GROCER? ACER RON. coms bic AES NUM S Oe Gurnee carte secs tte masteec 
Cowden Endowment Fund, Created in 1912.......... 
Bur Wearss botalsincrease Of ASSETS)... 22.4 s0.5 +5 hire ee 
PRT SSCL, LOLS. as chee ace seen thine te ee eee s tee ees $664,370.34 
es Borrowed itor ate aes waren Marten cue) se sin eee toe 223,000.00 
SUR PS IONS enc ns oles else vit en's ee ee ne eele $441,370.34 
Net mE ON re tere Sein notices sb nmin relate die Sine ses 245,497 .00 
Ie Vears Total Increase of Assets ........... 002000: 


$441,370.34 


$441,370.34 - 


$308,071.07 


$308,071.07 


$122,988.02 
$ 40,716.05 
$ 26,296.66 


5,509.34 
363.27 


$195,873 .34 


$195,873.34 


ws 4 b een? Sp Lee ee ee fie ee Ee ea ae ee 
F; q ot 
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Applause followed the reading of the report. 
On motion of Professor Ruebush, the report was received and 
referred to the proper committee. 
Chureh Treasurer L. O. Miller then distributed his report of the 
Seminary funds. 
REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF BONEBRAKE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 








Receipts. 
Conference assessments, contingent notes and other con- 
PIES EME FILEMIS G17 arte tieia ek isis Bescon fears atelier $. 86,011.46 
Endowment loans returned vel. batons. ae ein ee oie ee 37,990.90 
New endowments and endowment notes..........0..00+005- ' 14,252.25 
MENIFSCENAINCOUS: ILEMS 12.055 cides Mas ane tree ca te coin Ae entry. 4.15 
PNiew? Dutleiite? LINdS vais estat ys scale ct eine Pee ae eee 26,190.84 
PreEreshs COUSTECR os ehrede Leos Ac ile Se Hae Hane eeu ine 10,585.58 
Matetenta let Ce Si 75 80, eM ara ters tie koa apres 658.36 
RRSTICAISR oie k oes ee eee ater ela eloes Tale eee RT eee eC 4,721.95 
ET aray elite tes een Sis ucts Be wuc tite an ce teain eee Ta ee 100.00 
Borbowed <money-ir nae seca g Cae ae eras Sree vie ee She 244,400.00 
anSasiwhieati crops ato se eae ie aeee he Dee 12,843.01 
[Same CIR ORE ott Ceti A eRe eet OF Ore ke Bante pack tah wk at Ty 1. 812.89 
Peckham farm, “tiiberj; and crops. :i.10 sts ee ee eee 1675.24 
Salerorel ndianapolis Ot. uci tes be ae oh me cnt te ae eee 215.00 
ronan otheeta pr Openeveta wc cei te okt ins Co ie ke eee 200.00 
metirned-byt Me.os Benn Cover k wicca v ee cee cee ene ee 943.43 
Brom salévor dirt on. Ben Slabs ik, he eee es eee 475.00 
Prom sale of house on: Benn. Plates. cewsaree ea ote ee 280.00 
Gowdent Chair }Hissadieeen: Se oko steele sate te PE ae 367.17 : 
—__——. $441,287.23 
feagh on, hand,“March 31s 31900: va. Face pace AS ae en 1,442.37 
; $442,729.60 
Expenditures : 
Salaries; officers and faculty mamta ee at sae ai penn ee eee $45,577.48 
Mravel; officers’and: Board “tac ee ee 7,402.95 
salarye (Meld Agent. P32) 52 A cous fers SB ae Se Oe ee 4,502.82. 
i ravel- sate 2, lis. o bbs ae Te Lee ee ee 948.11. 
Reherteat Helps, 2 xa sca asco eae ee oe Se ae ee ee 3,417.18 
Rndowttent: Loatia. odes .ciws Seen oe eee eee EPsye igs: 14,402.24 
Interest-and Annuities. :.2. [2220s cece oe eee 26,704.54 
Texes, lnsyraned,and Repaits jini. ek heed pe ee eee 10,889.33 
Furniture ‘and Futnishings: . 24 7.ae oh ee ee eee 2,605.79 
Printing and Supplies. ... .,.<, sso ce eo er oe eee 2,694.15 
SRO ae cna, o wins nim 05 Hin oe fae sees tea ee ee aa grag 2,024.50 
Postage, Telephone; €tc. ....). sino eee ee eee 1,219.44 
PADPARY base Ss sow bye cle ccotaee Pe ae ee ae ae ee 283.28 
matotneys and Court "Costs: <0 -) Giese ee eee 435.21 
ied pGasi-and Water. yin. Ui Naka ote Sieg tn ee 1,315.09 
Borrowed Money ‘Paid... . 5.5.1 s0.4, 8. fel oo 113,400.00 
Misceligncous 0.600.050. 2, csy oboe le eee eee 1,116.76 
Janiton‘and Supplies v.23. 0c. 7h poe ee eee ee 2:697.68 
Seavested in Bonds ...-:....... -.5s61.45 4s es pp ee 5,000.00 
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ealty Investments: 


E@anica’s ance eae since ae, kore Ue Et ie a. Sts a hits ks acer com ny a aes 30,450.00 

TE ye iy cae le eR a ae E 125,283.91 
ealty Improvements: 

LER Sivas sg 58 ace sas ae Ta RU ac OSA Te A el aR ae ge eee Re eRe Le 4,171.01 

IDYSAUS TIT. Fo © ase, Rca Rahs IG I pee CRRCOR OE NEUE iPS eae aE AF ara a Pra St 2,122.09 

CHD NERS Eis eae esi oe rs NETO I aoe rece aE Aas CR RENE pea eT, ANE: 314.95 
PENS CHO) Sites, Ynys We are eta et ay Sree his aisis eo SaaS Y Osoe & aauecnietans 21,440.99 
ASE SEE OS UO Cle esi ee ee aoe oe ahs Mi hie here oy ee tien Shae ia yr 2,324.20 
MSGR OUPETINT CIOCIIGE. som orca ht nies mince eso Sees aoe opus enone Sie wal gueta gens 355.00 
eckham Farm, Improvement oad ROOD G are mene Mle artnet dae Wa oa hice a ene 769.71 
(ester Farm, Improvement AGM EOD rete seen se ag See ee oe ke 1,307.51 


ecial Commissions Pea ae RU eth AN RAO ano hut Ie see a sae wt tI Sak PEAR A 3,000.00 
© ugN Eg) gk RRS INT STS Vy Sc alee a an a 1,991.04 
Pon Onto, anoperty; bille Receivables i280 fe niece eck E aeiebals wo waretie eee ee 100.00 
ewden Chair FEGXAD CNS CR Pele casas Na AES ca oS 3s RSNA cel Scale eG Ghee age SALES 17.65 
SShan Stewardship: i... scat ce w deteld sien eases able are ecreMerer RS wert chet Paces sete 900.00 
micralscontimneent Fund for Quadrennium:. <a 5. .j.lss fs dad ae tk gk eels 300.00 


Rn lca Sere nee as Pes naeNS ahoee cant ts oS Fee eee ee re ed $441,859.61 

Cash on hand, March 31, i913 Eee PE a Pate PR RIOT aE The etee a l PR OT RE RR 869.99 
: $442,729.60 
spense, Sibert- Mortgage, Newburg Plats... 0 si soi cs cn ive vee eeeee 375.00 


Comparative Statement of Receipts. 


onference assessments, 1910 1911 1912 1913 Total 
contingent notes, and 

other contingent items $8,419.27 $20,683.54 $28,718.81 $28,189.84 $86,011.46 
ndowment loans ret’rn’d 21,630.90 5,855.00 9,505.00 1,000.00 37,990.90 
lew endowment and . 

endowment notes .... 2,683.25 3,702.50 4,730.67 3,135.83 14,252.25 
terest collected ...... 2,967.11 2.333.87 2,485.35 2,799.25 10,585.58 
neidental fees ......... 148.61 198.75 156.50 154.50 658.36 
orrowed money ...... So OOOO eset atter ys 157,500.00 53,800.00 244,400.00 
ew Building Fund .... 310.34 80.00 25,280.00 520.50 26,190.84 
fo EGU SS ot ei a eae 612.85 593.25 1,265.00 2,250.85 4,721.95 
dscellaneous items 2). ..0eu6. in. FE Se cet hte ete, Go atin, ace ae 4.15 
Wirraryek Und .).5.).0. 5... NOLS Bienes Or oar: ac Be eeel arta ae Oa ae ahora 100.00 
ansas wheat<rop ..... APOO OO nat avanti. wis ecm ta 8,343.01 12,843.01 
Medley farm ...0....+: AAO KOK. Soc Ge SG Cee RAT eS 252.49 372.89 


Ne eee ee hs STW Kyi gamle ts 943.43 
rom sale of dirt on 











Bearer ey net fen is rte exe catic hac Geet bsg iehac eah doce) es UAC YD DVDR sees th ar 475.00 

trom sale of house on ; 
|Benn Plat . DOR ee ERS ate teats PASON (Us error kee 2 280.00 
jale of Indianapolis iG horas eae bpaagiat iano eam aerate 215.00 215.00 
| eee Street property =. .a0: st sex eater RE at SNE cee aS 200.00 200.00 

eckham farm, timber 
Ot ee occa ls ga gk ls Obie ee eet 675.24 675.24 
ST GAC R SES O07 65s (ea Rn seed a 367.17 367.17 
otal ancien ii cos etre $74,592.73 $33,451.06 $231,339.76 $101,903.68 $441,287.23 
ee aeatitian Peril ol, 1900 wit saac'e apes GiastGvinie aac Lele scvlsie eg Libis cee 1,442.37 
$442.729.60 
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Comparative Statement of Expenditures. 





1910 1911 1912 
Salaries, officers & faculty $9,859.36 $10,753.66 $11,997.88 
Traveling expense, ; 

officers and Board .... 879.85 1,928.64 2,224.94 
Salary, Field Agent..... 101.90 975.00 2,519.67 
Travel of sSame:-~.".-..- 76.85 128.85 591.10 
Glerical Wielp' iw sts hie seks 714.18 599.66 1,044.94 
Endowment loans ...... 900.00 530.00 12,972.24 
Interest & annuities.... 1,661.06 2,416.62 6,413.98 
Taxes, insurance, etc... 3,482.73 1,934.65 2,943.24 
MAME GC ie te cho cee ets 1,542.33 261.26 700.30 
Printing and supplies... 595.67 701.51 1,013.33 
Reni trikes ores oe ee eas 465.00 439.00 511.50 
Postage, telephone, etc. 188.57 241.14 443.72 
Cyt. 475 5 gee ee omer 53.45 82.90 97.73 
Attorneys & court costs 4.45 70.04 293.02 
Fuel, gas, & water...... 270.16 211.00 464.52 
Borrowed money paid. 19,300.00 6,800.00 47,542.70 
Miscellaneous ......... 88.85 126.97 133.50 
Janitor and supplies.... 538.30 638.77 741.55 
Envestedn-bonds joses. as nee > SATO OOo rect meses 
Realty Investments: 

Kansisn scsi 30450005 ae ee ates Sa eee ee 

Tay EOtite tee hates oe toma ae orice memati 120,783.91 
Realty Improvements: 

Rrra St ae coat oie becca chon oh eg ON ers 170.98 

Dayton snc siube cc semocieele te soietelnengitla e SAM ria geaeyey 

Others Sette mes cc 110 00 sca mae eo o-= eee ee 
Keineas Cropsiac suak oes 813.00 1,996.56 9,311.01 
Kansas. Live xStock: . Snes canes fee ee Eabapee es 
Kansas superintendence ......-.-. s+ eeeeeeee 110.00 
Peckham farm, imp. & 

REIS? Fete Se beim ages ao re 234.75 
Kester farm, imp. & 

PUOD Sie cep 2 er save aine en ee ae 282.65 
Special commimissiOus.= 4.1... se ridin ciiee Oe oa 3,000.00 
Redeeining Je E.Pike note pogo cke eee aor we eee 
Bryan, Ohio, property, 

bills receivable!) 2 ven kae yee ee ee ee 100.00 
Expense Sibert Mortgage, 

INewWDIUte Seats ssc. oie, ee Scape too pee cares eae cle nee 
Conder Chair Expense... 3.52. eee ere eae 
Christian Stewardship 200.00 250.00 225.00 
General Contingent Fund 

for Ouadrenninm -o.. 52 35, ne cecal ee ee eer 

ADtota Gcaties nc cert stele $72,295.71 $36,086.23 .$226,868.16 


Cash on hand, March..31, 19132) 22.8 aces ree ee ers eee ae 
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1913 
$12,966.58 


2,369.52 
906.25 
151,31 

1,058.40 


16,212.88 | 


2,528.71 
101.90 
383.64 
609.00 
346.01 


49.20 — 


67.70 
369.41 
39,757.30 
767.44 
779.06 


4,000.03 . 


2,122.09 
204.95 
9,320.42 
2,324.20 
245.00 
534.96 


1,024.86 


> Flee. Se ae 


300.00 
$106,609.51 





Total — 


we | 
7,402.9. 








30,450.0 
125,283.9 





300. 
$441,859. 
869,! 


$442,729, 
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Bonebrake Theological Seminary Collections for Quadrennium Hnd- 
ing March 31, 1918. 


















1910 1911 1912 1913 Total 
} : 4yrs. 

Allegheny ..---------- $112.50 $312.80 $276.00 $267.00 $968.30 
WWalitornia 9... .665 sss. 00 14.00 57.00 57.00 60.00 188.00 
RUNS ATAU See cre on ee eee ee ee lg ene ee sue ay mot woe ae Se ae Verena 
EMGLOradOris ocswstc cos 8.00 30.00 BAe 21.00 93.25 
(Columbia River ........ 11.00 13.00 12.00 17.00 53.00 
‘fast Nebraska ......... 33.00 73.00 76.00 74.00 256.00 
Beat O) Os iota oer tice nersne 109.00 314.00 350.00 359.00 1,132.00 
/East Pennsylvania ..... 200.00 255.00 500.00 500.00 1,455.00 
‘East Tennessee ......-. als Gah ersicnatal Ai apt SoS Ate eo 7.00 11.00 
MIE es eee es oe elas 63.25 76.00 133.00 147.00 < 419.25 
PON ee sit bdietayacs Frain SW UO N ee Rime ererge LeOOn Saat pas 4.00 
AAT tet Toe ces aie ase ss 40.48 143.83 140.00 133.00 459.31 
‘Iowa State & DesMoines 68.97 105.49 128.32 167.96 470.74 
Mesias ian re Se ates ais ie hoe oe Oe spactoce (re ata 10.50 10.50 
Feower Wabash ......-. 103.27 152.80 205.30 175.18 636.55 
Lc Tera hess Senate aa en 266.29 550.00 550.00 600.00 1,966.29 
PRG ie aticeniaclsio ie. sos ass 20.75 76.45 67.50 70.00 234.70 
Parnes Ota: cu. vleca.e Sacer 12.25 27.50 . 20.10 55.25 115.10 
MMR SSOUTIe ti s.ssjald scssen ss 26.00 26.50 26.00 31.00 109.50 
IWRIEOS NOT. eat secon reat oe eres a 23.00 45.00 31.00 27.62 126.62 
l@orth Kansas: ....<.'. 114.00 175.47 188.31 17975" ==S 057,293 
|Northern Illinois ...... 121.34 155.00 165.59 207.01 648.94 
|/North Nebraska ....... 9.00 14.00 12.00 10.00 45.00 
Othe CAS besa e owes oe ake 3.40 ZOOM ore aes 2.00 7.40 
@hio. Germans .....40.. 34.00 42.00 36.00 41.00 153.00 
Gcatio mia. ic. sence ses > TeS 40.00 42.00 28.00 121.15 
NOregon..........6-+++. 15.50 ZOO R= 29.00 27.50 97.00 
| Mennsylvania. ..... 2... 450.00 725.00 750.00 750.00 2,675.00 
Nee POSED J. io -n2 say Sess 83.00 414.60 385.15 379.96 1,262.71 
WiMEMCIGkN7ti tre aes ne os) oes 304.05 451.38 778.57 451.39 1,985.39 
1 Southeast -Ohiov os. -3 2... 146.00 176.50 186.50 198.88 707.88 
‘Southwest Kansas ..... 30.60 49.50 48.60 50.00 178.70 
Me oinia, co asiss secs co 17.94 148.28 * 177.36 343.58 

| West Nebraska........ 41.00 66.00 51.50 43.50 202.00 
| West Tennessee ....... (MOO Fey Se tie 65 OF. tte 7.50 
(West Virginia ......... 55.40 71.00 70.75 79.00 276.15 
BAHIte RIVED |. cx tres ook 130.25 269.80 247.60 251.30 898.95 
WMS CONSIN: co. fos es ees 17.00 19.00 19.30 18.00 73.30 
Upper Wabash ........- GAO Bia ete ncn ar eae ee As releases yearend 64.93 
Werrclassitied. +... 27... +5 Coser eR ay easy baa eyelets oes 1,384.07 1,390.45 
MROtalomee scent es $2,774.70 $5,102.90 $5,624.84 $7,001.23 $20,503.67 


\e *Virginia changed from Spring to Fall Conference—No report. 
Dr. R. J. Wurrs, of Erie Conference. Mr. Chairman, Can the 


report of Christian Stewardship be acted upon ? 
Tur Presipent. The secretary will read. 
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The secretary read as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP. 


We, your Committee on Christian Stewardship, respectfully sub- 
mit the following report: 

We recommend that the “Suggestive Program: of Finances,” pre- 
sented in the report of Christian Stewardship, be adopted by the 
General Conference. 


R.. J. Wuire, Chairman, 
Choyp C. Ros, Seeretary. ‘ 


The secretary then read the suggestive program, on pages 6, 7, and 8 
of the printed report of the Stewardship Commission. 

After reading through the seventh item under the commission 
and its duties, Doctor White said: “The committee would like to 
suggest Number 8, a very short paragraph. It is in the hands of 
our secretary. I suggest that it be read now.” 

Secretary Cloyd C. Rose then read the proposed section. 


Eighth. Should an annual conference consider its apportionment 
excessive, it may, through its commission on finance, confer with 


the General Commission on Finance for readjustment of the appor- 
tionment. 


Secretary Keppel then finished the reading of the Suggestive 
Program. : 


Doctor Wuire. Mr. Chairman, there is another item to be added 
to the other. 


Secretary Keppel then read the proposed section. 


Sixth. Should the local church or charge consider the apportion- 
ment made by the annual conference as excessive, the official board 


of the local church or charge may confer with the conference com- 
mission of finance for readjustment. 


A. H. Laucuraum, of Sandusky Conference. May I ask a question ? 
If I understand the paper, this commission then would consist, pro- 
viding the conference has one superintendent, of a superintendent, 
one minister, and one layman. 

Tue Presipent. The secretary will read this by item, and then 
under the proper item you can ask the question that you have in 
mind. 

Docrok Wuirre. Answering his question, you can see at the bottom 
of the page the equal number of ministers and laymen. 

Dr. A. P. Funkuouser. I move that this r sport be considered, 
item by item. 
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Seconded. 

Bishop Maruews. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Alexander Anderson, of 
Northern Illinois Conference, will take the place of Senator Edmonds 
on the Committee on Salaries. 

Motion to adjourn prevailed. 

Dr. J. E. Four. Mr. Chairman, may I make an explanation as to 
my report? It is this: In reference to one or two of the conferences 
I stated that the Pennsylvania Conference had paid in full, and I 
thought it had paid in full till I discovered that the last General 
Conference raised the assessment from five to ten thousand dollars, 
and the Pennsylvania Conference had made the assessment for 1908, 
on the $8,000 basis, which was only $500 for that conference under 
the other basis. They were raised to $750, and it came to them too 
late. They paid the full assessment, but not upon the $10,000 pro- 
portion. It left $225 shortage. They are not to blame for it and 
there are other conferences that will also have to be made up. It 
makes a shortage in the funds of the Seminary. I think that expla- 
nation is necessary to be made. 

The benediction was pronounced by Rev. S. Mills, of Lower 
Wabash Conference. : 


FOURTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Monpay, May 12, 1913. 

Bishop T. C. Carter called the Conference to order. All joined 
in singing “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” 

Conference was led in prayer by Rev. A. J. Newgent, of East 
Tennessee Conference. 

Tur Present. The Conference will be in order. Are there any 
miscellaneous matters that you wish to present at this time? 
~ Rey. J. A. BuroKxenstarr, of Michigan Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I move you that this General Conference send greetings to the 
Radical United Brethren Conference, that is now in session at Bliss- 
field, Michigan. 

~ Seconded. 

Pror. Kepren, of California Conference. Mr. Chairman, I wish 
that this fraternal greeting might be directed to the United Breth- 
ren, Old Constitution, instead of using the term “Radical’; they 
do not like it. They call themselves “United Brethren Church, Old 
Constitution.” Why not we do the same? 
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Rey. J. A. Buickensrarr. I will accept that. 

The motion was adopted. 

Tue Presipent. Anything further of this nature? If. not, we 
have reached the order of the day, which is a consideration of the 
report on Christian Stewardship. Will you now take that up? 

Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. Mr. President, as chairman 
of the committee, I would like to hear from Doctor Kendall, who - 
has devoted four years to the study of this subject and certainly his 
thought is matured. In the first place I want to say that the com- 
mittee deserves no special praise for this plan. It was given to us 
and we looked it over. Some of us who first felt opposed to it, as we 
came to study it more carefully, found that it is a compact, complete 
plan to reach a better condition in regard to the management of our 
finances. J think it will correlate the various interests so as to avoid 
conflict. This is the very thing we desire. Further, it is not so 
radical a change as you might at first suppose. You will find that 
about the only special distinction between what we have had in the 
past and this is that these three interests, Foreign and Home mis- 
sions and Church Erection, instead of being free-will offerings, will 
be put into the budget, and that these various boards will have an. 
opportunity to have a General Commission on Finance to present 
their interests. These people will carefully and thoughtfully consider 
the matter and present the results to the Church, thus avoiding any 
conflict. There is a danger of centralization of power in this plan, 
but by adopting the suggestions that were made, and they were in . 
perfect harmony with the wish of the committee and those who pre- 
sent this plan, in case the annual conference is not pleased with its 
assessment or apportionment, it has a chance to present its grievance; 
and also the local church, I have found with my little experience, 
that where the church believes its apportionment is too large, that 
we ask too much of them, if you give that church a chance to express 
its wish and then present the matter to them carefully and thought- 
fully you will win them so that when they come to get a vision of 
the whole field they will act and they will realize it is for the best 
interests of all. I think we ought to hear from Doctor Kendall on 
this point. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Dr. J. S. KENDALL, secretary of Christian Stewardship. Mr. Chair- 
man, I suppose that a majority of the delegates know that a year ago 
at the various Board meetings a resolution was passed that the 
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Stewardship Commission should prepare some plan whereby our 
benevolences might be unified and presented to our local churches 
in a manner that will appeal to the churches. The commission has 
taken up that matter and, for the past year, we have given a great 
deal of attention to it, not only our own needs, but studying what is 
being done in other denominations, and, after many meetings of the 
commission, representing the various boards, we have come together 
as a unit in submitting to you the plan that is before you at this 
time. I wish to say that this plan is not going very far from what 
you have been having; it is going to do this, however; that it will 
present to annual conferences and the local churches benevolent in- 
terests in one great budget. At the present time we come to you and 
say, three cents a member for Sunday school; ten cents a member 
for Church Erection; ten cents'a member for another interest, and 
so much for another interest, and so much for another, and that may 
not be just the best thing to do. Possibly this commission would 
get together and say, three cents would be entirely too small for one 
interest, and ten cents would be entirely too much for another. They 
will correlate the demand of the various interests and present them 
to the conferences in one bulk sum. Further, there has been a clamor 
on the part of the pastors and church leaders for something that will 
save them-from the annoyance of so many bills. The Bishops sounded 
that note in their address. You will notice that it is going to bring 
suecess out of the plan'largely in the hands of the annual conference. 
That thought came to me from the plan being worked by the Penn- 
sylvania Conference. They have what you might call a Financial 
Board, a board which takes up all that our boards at Dayton ask for, 
and submits them to their board together with their own local needs, 
and then that is apportioned to the various churches. Such a plan 
exactly that we have here to present to you; this goes down to the 
annual conference. We call it the Annual Conference Commission. 
Your conference may call it the Board of Finance. I do not care 
what name you may: have, it is one great principle, organizing the 
Church upon one plan. I am-after this to have such a plan of finance 
in one conference that when a man changes from one to another he 
is not going to some place to tear up the financial plan that worked 
there and have our churches torn up. I want some of their pastors 
to take hold of this and introduce it so that every man who comes 
along will be working the same plan throughout the Church, and 
then we can all work along together. [Applause.] 
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We are after unification in this matter. Notice, friends, we are 
trying to protect in the last clause the general interests by inserting 
that no appeal goes out to our churches only as endorsed by this great 
commission. We are trying to protect the annual conference idea 
that no appeal goes before them without being endorsed by this Con- 
ference to-day. We are trying to protect our local churehes from 
those individuals that are running around raising about money 
enough out of their local churches to pay the salaries of the solicitors 
that are doing the business and representing charges that do not 
mean much. We are going to get these things in shape so that we 
can get at it in a business way and get the heart and response of 
business men. When we do that I am satisfied we are going to have 
a change in the financial plans of our Church that you:and I ean 
look to in future years from now that will mean multiplication of 
our gifts to every interest. 

One brother raised this point: What are we going to do with the 
individual who wants to give large individual gifts? I said, Let him 
give them. This does not interfere with individual giving, this is 
to provide only for the budget that it will now provide for from 
time-to time. This will not prevent a man from making individual 
gifts to the Foreign Board or the Home Board. 

THE Presipent. Is there anything further to be said on the sub- 
ject 2 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake, of Oregon Conferenc®. Mr. Bishop, I want 
to ask Doctor Kendall if this takes away the idea of free-will offer- 
ings for these benevolences ? 

Doctor Krnpatt. You notice this, friends, it takes in everythipg 
that is to be raised for our general benevolences, General Conference 
expenses, everything. 

Docror Bonrsrake. How about special offerings that come? 

Doctor Krnpatt. What do you mean by special offerings? Noth- 
ing special goes out from the Church in general without the endorse- 
ment of this commission that is elected: nothing from the annual 
conference goes before the local church without the endorsement of 
the annual conference. None of these solicitors that go around rais- 
ing their salary can go before the local church without the endorse- 
ment of your financial boards. 

Doctor Boneprake. All right. 

Rey. C. P. Hopkins, of Michigan Conference, Mr. President, I 
would like to ask if a gift should be presented for some special in- 
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terest, whether it would go to that interest or whether it would neces- 
sarily be placed in the budget and divided ? 

Doctor Kenpauu. I said, we are not going to interfere with indi- 
vidual gifts. If they want to give $100 to Foreign Missions, let 
them give it there; this will not interfere with that at all, but we 
are recommending this, that every individual member of the Church 
should bear his share of the benevolent budget. I do not consider 
a man loyal unless he is willing to bear his just part. 

Rev. G. E. Brertcu, of Neosho Conference. Mr. President, the 
thought that comes to me is this, if I get the general tenor of this 
paper, that the General Board’s interests come first, the annual con- 
ference second, and the local church last. In other words, that we 
are supposed to be subservient, that the General Boards come first 
instead of last—that is the idea. 

Docror Krnpatu. I cannot read it that way; I do not know how 
the rest of you read it; I think we reach it right there on the 
same plan. I cannot see any point that the brother is raising in that; 
it is the same plan clear through... 

Rey. G. E. Bertcu. I should explain myself. If you will notice 
on the last page, this item which says, “the entire amount collected 
from the various charges in the conference shall be divided between 
the General Benevolence Budget and the Conference Budget,” and 
so on. In other words, if this commission would see fit to assess the 
conference that I represent $1,000 or $1,500, in the future, in order 
for us to get enough in our conference to do any work we would 
have to put our assessment away beyond what we expect to reach 
to have our assessments pay out fifty per cent. You will see, upon 
reflection, where we would go to in order to protect our conference 
and our special needs there: If the apportionate plan there is car- 
ried through many times, you will find the practical side of it will 
simply mean this, that the assessments will have to be made double. 
I think the Conference ought to have the right. to divide these things 
in a way that would be, to them, right, without having to put a large 
assessment that would not be reached in a case of an emergency of 
this kind. This proposition of having recourse back to the commis- 
sion after having made. an assessment when the annual conference 
meets and the commission is not in session, would be a difficult situ- 
ation to reach. 

Pror. J. H. Ruesusu, of Virginia Conference. Mr. President, I 
want to ask if in this arrangement, this budget, it would eliminate 
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some expense. We have so many agencies representing the various 
interests, I want to know if that can be worked out or whether we 
are to have the same number of traveling agents representing the 
various interests in the conference ? . 

Docror Krenpatt. To be candid with you, I think the whole pur- 
pose and clamor from the Church is to save you from just what you 
are talking about. I do not know whether I ought to say anything 
on the subject that Brother Bertch raised or not, but if you care to 
hear it, I will give you my interpretation of it. If you select four 
ministers and four laymen from this body, with your Bishops and the 
officers you would select to manage the various boards of your Church, 
it seems to me that you ought to be able to endorse them when they 
say that they will apportion to your conference your share. J do 
not know where you can get anything fairer than that for any annual 
conference, but if we cannot trust those that you elect, then prob- 
ably you will have to get at that from some other viewpoint. 

Rev. L. L. Eptey. Mr. President, I rise to a point of order. I 
believe a motion was made to consider this seriatum. 

Tur Presipent. The chair was about to state that you had better 
read the first item and speak to that. Will the secretary read ? 

Secretary Keppel read the first item as follows: 


First—That a Commission on Finance be elected. 


Mr. E. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, it seems 
to me sometimes in our history we come to a point of great im- 
portance in constructive legislation, and it occurs to me that, under 
this recommendation, we have reached that point in our Church. 
It is a little matter of interest that, without the knowledge and 
while the officers of.these boards were thinking of this, that several 
laymen in the Church have discussed almost exactly the same propo- 
sition with a view to bringing it before this General Conference. 
They have. discussed it because they were tired, as one of them ex- 
pressed it, of being pulled about by our boards and never knowing 
where they were. Their idea was that there should be some authority 
in the Church to look over the whole field of the Church, its needs 
and its work, and decide upon the proper preparation for the various 
departments of church work and say to the Church and congregation, 
“These are the things that it seems to us, after proper consideration, 
are the ones that ought to be embodied in our church life and in our 
church governments during the coming years.” Just about this time 


238 


pia tligs SR oe eS SiN: Se ieee ne oan ee 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


these brethren came with this practical conception of the whole 
idea, for a board of this kind, it seems to me, can look over all of 
the needs of the Church, and, by their power, can eliminate some 
of our enthusiasm and prod us where we need to be prodded on other 
lines. In other words, such a board will be-a balance for us, strength- 
ening for us and a conservation for us and for many other projects, 
and, for this reason, it seems to me that we ought to have to-day 
the decision to have such a commission and begin a lifetime of 
definite planning in the development of these various projects of 
the Church which shall mean for them all better development, and 
we ean trust such a commission to think of the conferences and their 
powers and ability, and the conferences to think of the churches and 
their ability as well. We all need some stirring in our efforts. I 
have discovered that one of the best things that comes to us in our 
official boards is that apportionment from the annual conference 
that says for us to meet certain things. It is an encouragement, it 
is a help to us all and it helps us to go to men and explain to them 
our needs and leads them to larger gifts that they won’t give under 
any other circumstances. Therefore, I believe that just such a plan 
as this is the thing we need. I wish we could go farther; I wish we 
had a commission in this Church that should not only cover these 
plans, but shall cover all the plans educational and benevolent and 
everything else that may be embraced, our rural life work that 
ought to be undertaken in this Church, that should lay out plans 
for greater time to be given to each of them than even the Board 
of Bishops can plan for our church life and put them up to us to 
follow. I believe that we would sce such a growth in our churches in 
the coming generation as we have never dreamed of: [Applause.] 
Dr. A. T. Howarp, of Japan Conference. The speeches that were 
made a few moments ago were all from the triumphal churches of 
Jerusalem and Samaria. I stand with the brethren from the outer- 
most parts of our Zion, if this proposed plan is adopted. It takes a 
pretty robust faith to believe that there will not be a great falling 
off in the receipts of Foreign Missions during the first few years at 
least. I do not feel competent to discuss this matter from the home 
side as it relates to Foreign Missions, but if Doctor Hough is in 
the room I wish that he might be heard. 
Tue Presipent. Will you hear Doctor Hough on this item ? 
Voices. Hear, hear, ; 
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Dr. 8. S. Houcu, Foreign Missionary Secretary. Mr. President 
and Members of the Conference, for eight years I have sought to 
introduce a systematic giving for all the benevolences in our 
churches. The plan now before us differs only from what we have 
sought to do in the past in this respect: We now contemplate making 
definite apportionments to all the general benevolences by putting 
them, in connection with the conference benevolences, into one 
budget, for which we ask the local churches to make an every- 
member canvass. During the last four years, because so many de- 
partments were put on a voluntary basis, many appeals have been 
made to the local churches for separate offerings and the pastors 
have been annoyed no little by numerous letters asking for special 
gifts, hence, in many places there was no adequate time given for . 
the introduction of a comprehensive plan by which the entire benev- 
olences could be lifted. 

The dangers of this budget system is that it may seem arbitrary, 
that the people may look to the system to raise the money. There 
is great danger of such a system leveling everything down to the 
minimum. To guard against this we recommend that all the 
Bishops,. general secretaries, conference superintendents, and pastors 
unite in an educational campaign to put before the Church the 
great objects we aim to support, and thus all working together we 
shall create an atmosphere and momentum that will lift the whole 
Church to a higher plane of giving. This new financial plan ought 
to be regarded as the most important thing we are going to under- 
take the next four years. We must face the fact that many of the 
pastors are not trained to lead in such a campaign 
provide a systematic campaign of education before 
canvass is introduced. 


,» and we must 
an every-member 
Many people, unless they are properly pre- 
pared for it, would make an offering for the combined budget on 
the same basis that they would make an offering to an individual 
board. The magnitude of the work must be shown them. Unless 
the Bishops, general officers, and all the pastors unite in the 
ment, our benevolence causes will be in danger of a 


gifts. We ought to face the real danger of this system 
considering ‘it. 


move-_ 
shrinkage in 
while we are 
After the first year or two this budget will become 
a blanket that will depress unless we introduce such spiritual and 
educational agencies as shall enable the people to see the needs of 
‘the world and the true ideal of stewardship, and thus make willingly 
adequate offerings for the extension of the kingdom, 
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The whole denomination should be prepared through institutes and 
conferences, so that each local church will ultimately have a layman 
and the pastor present at such conferences and thus the whole Church 
be trained in the needs of the kingdom and in the principles of 
stewardship and giving to supply these needs. 

All of the leading denominations are already introducing systems 
similar to what we have here recommended. Unless we can get 
our people to see the great call of the workers, both at home and 
abroad, and of Christ’s claim on us, this plan will not succeed. 

As a representative of the foreign mission work, I cannot favor 
this plan unless there is coupled with it a spiritual educational 
campaign that will insure larger giving to all the causés. I believe 
we can do it and succeed, and am ready to do my part in carrying 
this into effect. [Applause. ] 

Dr. I. A. Horsroox, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
we are hitching up a team with one slow horse in it. The delegates 
of this General Conference do not personally represent all of our fields 
of labor, and there are not a few fields of labor that have not as 
yet refused to adopt the budget system, locally or otherwise; there 
are not a few of our preachers, to say nothing of laymen, who are 
not in sympathy with this sort of movement. Those of us who are 
here would be ready to adopt any plan that meant forward going, 
but we are not all here, neither do we adequately represent all who 
are not here. To undertake to enforce this plan upon some of our 
conferences, and upon many of our fields, means to destroy that 
which Doctor Hough has dreamed of. Also, if you knew, as I know, 
some of the districts in this Church it means more than that. 
T am in favor of a forward movement, but I should like to see 
the ‘horses reined in a little—give the slow ones a chance to keep 
-along with the team. It seems to me that this is going swifter than 
we can in some places, and in some places you will have absolute 
refusal to do as this says you must do. Then, what will you do 
about it? Does it mean that these people are to be eliminated from 
the Church? Does it mean that we are to have an end of all things 
unless we have it all our own way? I am not ready to vote unless 
I am sure what this means. 

Rev. M. R. Baxuncer, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I believe we stand at the place where we have the great oppor- 
tunity of the Church before us. It is not a new plan entirely to 
all of the conferences in our denomination. Sandusky Annual Con 
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ference has been working under such a plan for two or three years, 
and all the assessments for general interests have been placed in 
one budget, and in connection with that, assessments for the work 
of earrying on the annual-conference. We have found. that it has 
brought better results from the very first. The hardest task is to 
keep the ideal before the various charges and hold it constantly 
before them. It is true that all the local churches will not co- 
operate the first year, but we will never get co-operation until we 
keep the ideal before them. I believe that it is_one of the most 
splendid propositions that has come before this Church in a financial 
way in all these years, and, from the experience we have had in our 
conference, I am satisfied that it will work a revolution along the 
line of the finances of our denomination. I should like to see this 
carry. 

Tur Presipent. The question is on the adoption of this item. 
Is there anything further? 

Rev. M. O. MoLaveutin, of East Nebraska Conference. Mr. Pres- 
ident, there has much been said as to how this plan will affect a 
local congregation. In the mission church of which I have been 
pastor for several years, we adopted a system that is practically the 
same as this. We agreed that everything would be put into one 
budget and that there would be no calls aside from the things that 
were covered by that budget except as people might want to make 
free-will offerings. The result of that understanding was that men, 
who have been giving twenty-five cents a week, holding in reserve 
much more because they were expecting certain interests to be pre- 
sented, began to give $2.50 a week; ten times as much. Men who were. 
giving from $1.00 to $2.00 a week started in to give from $5.00. to 
$10.00 a week, and some gave as high as $15.00 a week. Now, they . 
say this is because they have an understanding that various inter- 
ests are not privileged to come in and ask special favors aside from 
this general budget, and immediately fhe men said, when they had 
an understanding. “Why, yes, we are in favor of that; we can give 
much more; we can give to everything for we make our obligations 
at the beginning of the year.” Now, if it is as practical as this in 
one congregation where it has been accomplished, it will be just 
as practical in every other local congregation; so it seems to me 
that the questions which arise as to whether these different interests 
will be taken care of are answered when we understand that the local 
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- congregations will contribute very much more, many times more, 
than they ever have been contributing, once understanding this plan. 

Pror. J. P. West, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Mr. President, 
T would like to add my testimony to what has been said here. At 
Westerville, for the last seven years, we have had this budget system 
in vogue, and it has accomplished just what the brother has said 
was accomplished in his motion. I want to tell you what happened 
this year. We put every item in our budget: Home Missions, For- 
eign Missions, Church Erection, salaries of the conference superin- 
tendent and the pastors, and all our local expenses, everything on 
the card; the cards were passed out among our members and 
pledges given. No assessments made, if you please, and the cards 
came back with sufficient pledges to carry all of our budget, and 
we are meeting it every week, every month, and every quarter. Our 
general secretaries come along and they give us an educational ad- 
dress and uplift on this subject and they go away, and no paper is 
passed. In the last six weeks, in the Westerville church, we have 
not only met all of our budget under this arrangement, but we have 
sent out to other causes in gold; not in pledges, not in paper, but 
in cash, in gold, $1,600. That is just what he said it would do. We 
would not think of going back to the other system. Nobody who 
will ever contribute to the Church will object to this method; those 
who give little or nothing may object, but the people whom you 
depend upon will be right behind you to support you. It is the 
thing to do; it is the most advanced movement of to-day. I have 
been thinking of this for five years, hoping for an opportunity to 
get here to tell you this, and now T am doing it. Let us have it, 
laymen. This is our opportunity to help the ministers along, to 
lift our churches up; and, ministers, this is the opportunity for you 
to be uplifted and helped; and, conference superintendents, this is 
an opportunity for you to make your work worth while; and, Mr. 
Bishop, it is an opportunity for you, and you, secretaries [ Applause. ] 
and, as somebody has said, I am for the bill et literatum, et punc- 
tuatum, et seriatum. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. Mr. President, in the first place there were to 
be no demonstrations, no clapping of hands, and I saw the Bishops 
joining in this. I was not going to talk about that, and after all, 
“Doctor Hough is right; this is primarily a loeal question and it goes 
right back to the local congregation in each conference. I suppose 
there is not a conference represented on this floor that: does not have 
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within its bounds charges that have won out in this matter of budget 
support for the various interests of the Church and also of the 
various conferences that have had in the conference proper a budget 
system. We have had it for years, but the point is here; if this is 
to be made effective, if it is to result in what we hope it may accom- 
plish, it will have to be taken back by every pastor and layman. to 
the local congregation and unless you can get practical announce- 
ments and make it universally obligatory on every chureh, every 
appointment in the conference, it will very largely fail. I am willing 
to do my part and I suppose every other man here is willing to do 
his part, but I know, and you know, just what it means. I should 
like to have this pass if I can be quite sure that there will be such’ 
inspiration back of it, that there will be stich encouragement given 
it, that there will be such interest locally in it as to unite the whole 
Church, east and west, north and south, not only in. conference, 
but in the individual pastoral appointments of the conference that 
will make this effective. It would be an immense thing. I have been 
working on it for the last twenty years and I am working on it still. 
I have succeeded thus far about in having every circuit appoint- 
ment organized into an official board so as to get something accom- 
plished there and to meet monthly, and to have in many of them a 
budget system, not only in the stations, but in the circuit appoint- 
ments of the East Pennsylvania Conference. A number of them 
have adopted it, but now we want to get this thing to be understood 
that it must be universally accepted all over this Church. I want 
it understood, Mr. Chairman, for if I understand its real applica- 
tion and the results that are to come from it, it means that every 
conference in this denomination is to be in it—not only one, but all 
of them from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from the Lakes down 
to the Gulf. If you are sure, if the commission has thoroughly 
thought it out, and come to the conclusion that the time is now ripe, 
and that, this can be accomplished, I will vote heartily for th 
Otherwise I should not wish to have it imposed upon us. 
Rey. G. E. Berrcu, of Neosho Conference. Mr. Chairman, I just 
want to make this statement. In the first place I come from a dis- 
trict of some circuits and some stations. I represent a portion of 
the Church, territorially speaking, that has not been heard from. 
I am positive of this fact, that if this passes and these clauses that 
you find in it, so far as Neosho Conference is concerned, it will ab- 
solutely cut down the benevolent funds. 
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that there is a vast difference between the church in the country and 
-the city church, where this has worked, and the condition of churches 
in Kansas and the western States and the rural churches and on the 
circuit. I happen to represent a district that has a good many 
churches of that kind in it. I have been endeavoring to work on 
a budget system in different ways in our cities, and can make it 
work pretty well, but on the circuits we do not succeed. JI am sure 
of this, friends, that if you make an arbitrary law to this effect and 
make this referring to the one item on the last page that you will 
not only work an injury to the work in the conferences in the West 
especially, but you will work an injury as»well to the interests of 
the general boards. If the general boards«believe this is the best 
plan and want their interests correlated in-that way in proportion, 
-and will give the annual conferences an opportunity to take care 
of their own interests and to take care of them, in their judgment 
as to apportionment and as to expenses, I have no objection to it, 
but I want to offer my protest with all the power I possess against 
a plan that I know without any question will be repudiated by at 
least seventy-five per cent. of the churches in my district. I would 
not be a representative of my district if I came in here and favored 
that as I know it will be detrimental to the cause of my district. 
And I know it will be detrimental to the general interests of the 
boards, to different general boards on my district. I know it will not 
work on the circuits in the country charges. If you want a system 
of education, if you want to plan working up to it, if you have some 
plan to present that will make it possible for churches to accept It 
that desire it, make it possible for conferences to accept it as con- 
ferences if desiring it, but to arbitrarily make a law of this General 
Conference that-will put some of the western conferences in such a 
relation that it will be injurious to the interests there and to the 
interests of the boards, I, for one, will protest unless we can be 
sure that these corrections can be made. I understand ‘that by the 
passing of this first ‘resolution it will test the strength of the con- 
ference and will pass practically ‘every resolution in this paper. If 
we do this, bear it in mind, secretaries of the different boards, that 
the general interests you represent will be crippled anywhere from 
twenty-five to fifty per cent. in the incomes that you are getting 
from these conferences. I wish it was not so. The idea is right; 
there is a vast difference between legislation and conditions some- 
times and if you pass this and carry this through you will find my 
245 





TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


prophecy will be true. If you have it in the eastern districts and 
it works, God bless you, it is all right; but don’t compel us to have 
to go back to our people’ with a halter upon us that we know that 
they will not carry, that we know will be detrimental. If we could 
have a plan for correcting and changing around some of. these 
clauses somewhat of these different departments in such a way that 
it can be democratic and that the Conference can act upon Thetis 
you will give us latitude to do that we will do the best we can for 
your boards. On the other hand, I plead for something that will 
give the best results instead of tearing wp and doing injury. You 
people that are in the cities, that are in the East, talk from your 
standpoint, but it is plain you know nothing of the conditions that 
we meet. I ask you to give us recognition and not vote upon us a 
plan that will be injurious. I think it is unfair for you to do it. 
The West is not asking for it; we want a system that will bring us 
up, but we want a little limit. We want a little privilege, and if I 
have my way about it this will be tabled. 
Rev. L. L. Eptey, of West Nebraska Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I have had six years of experience in the short-grass country. We 
are a conference in which practically all the fields are rural fields. 
I want to say that this budget system, from.a local standpoint, has 
been adopted by some of the rural fields in that conference with good 
results. It has worked wherever it has been adopted. It would have 
worked on every one that would have adopted it and the experience 
that I have had brings this fact that the money is raised, more money 
is raised and raised far more easily. Further than that, I am satis- 
fied of this also, that if we wait until every charge in this Church is 
ready to co-operate fully with this, we will never start it. I do not 
consider there is anything in it that is plainly compulsory upon 
the church until the church is ready to undertake it. This is a plan 
I know that we cannot make every church take up at once, but I 
know it is the ideal way to hold before them. It is simply extending 
what we already have. The board makes an assessment to us for 
General Conference expense; we accept it and undertake to raise 
it, and the various boards will come to us with an assessment for the 
Bonebrake Theological Seminary; we accept it and raise it. They 
come to us with an apportionment for other items for the Beneficiary 
Aid; we accept it and try to raise it, and I see no difference between 
that and this extending it to-cover everything and giving us an 
adequate plan by which we can reach up to this ideal and meet it 
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and eventually put our Church far ahead of what it is now. I am 
sure, brethren, that if we wait until every conference in this Church 
is absolutely ready to do what we ask them to do voluntarily, we 
will never begin, so I am sure that I am in favor of this proposition. 

Rev. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. Mr. Chairman, the prin- 
ciple of it is right. It is certainly the thing to do, but I notice by 
the experience of all these brethren that the initiatory has been with 
the local congregation and with the pastor. The plan proposed, as 
I understand it, is that the great commission that is to be created 
is to have the initiative. It is to look over the Church and weigh 
your minds. The educational plan has certainly been effective aid 
very fruitful, and good fruit is being borne. We should not forget 
it, as a General Conference, that the American people’s minds are 
running in the direction of taxation by representation. We should 
remember as well that we are at a time when the American people 
still believe in.the recall system, and some of our plans, if we fail 
in the broad, democratic spirit of education, to begin with, the 
people have to be educated by agitation and education; it can be 
accomplished and we come up to our ideals, but if we start with 
our ideals and say to the people, you must come to our ideals with- 
out a practical education, and they are unwilling to enter into this, 
we shall certainly fail. Therefore, I am in favor of the principle of 
the budget system. I am in favor of this, but I simply object to 
starting with the commission. 

Mr. James H. Lirrie, of North Kansas Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I come from the couritry farther west than the gentleman from 
Indiana. I never could make a speech, never was able. I am a lay- 
man, but I know business principles when I see them. Any man 
that you go to to-day will contribute to any measure if he has con- 
fidence in the men that are running it and in the men that are 
back of it. Men will contribute much more largely and much more 
willingly to an enterprise that is run on a system than to one that 
is run haphazard. This is a business proposition, and I believe that 
‘the United Brethren Church, and every other church, ought to run 
the Lord’s business the same as we run our own business, on business 
principles. I believe that is the common-sense view. The fault 
with the church for years has been that we have not been running 
the Lord’s business as we-have been running our own business, but 
we have let the Lord’s business go. I believe the sooner that we get 
down to a business system, put the Lord’s business on a business 
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foundation, the more men will contribute, the more success we will 
have, the more money we will have. I do not think there is any 
question about it; to my mind it is not a debatable question for one 
minute, it is simply a matter of business; good common sense and 
it appeals to me from that standpoint and I think it ought to go 
through without a dissenting vote. [ Applause. | 

Dr. W. F. Gruver, of West Virginia Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
if this was an experience meeting, I question if there is a man _ 
on this Conference floor who has tried out this plan, or has seen it 
tried out, but that would without any qualification accept it, and if 
we are going to have an experience meeting, I would like for you to 
hear from Professor Ruebush, who has come from a church which 
has had this plan in practical operation for the last seventeen or 
eighteen years, and three of the appointments of that church are out 
in the country. He can tell you about it. 

The question is called for. 

The first item was adopted. 

Tur Presipent. Will you read the next item? 

Secretary Keppel read the second item: 


Second—That a General Budget for Benevolences be provided. 


Question is called for. 
This was adopted. 
The secretary read the third item: 


Third—That the various benevolent boards submit annually to the 
Commission on Finance their minimum needs and their authorized 
goals for correlation, revision, and apportionment to the various 
annual conferences. : 


This was adopted. 
Secretary Keppel read the fourth item: 


, 

Fourth—That each annual conference provide a commission on 
budget, who, with the presiding elder, will apportion the annual con- 
ference budget to the various charges. 


This was adopted. 

Docror Hovar. Mr. Bishop, may I just add a word of expla- 
nation, namely, that the benevolent offerings constitute a budget 
to be presented separately; that is the goal for the different churches 
to work up to; that is the aim for them. 

Secretary Keppel read the fifth item: 
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Fifth—That the every-member canvass and weekly offering system 
be adopted by all our churches for local church support and benev- 
olent offerings. 


It was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read the sixth item: 

Sixth—That the promotion of Christian Stewardship and tithings 
be continued. 


It was adopted. 
Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


THE GOMMISSION AND ITS DUTIES. 

First—The Commission on Finance shall consist of a representa- 
tive of the Board of Bishops, selected by the board, five laymen and 
five ministers elected by the General Conference, the General Church 
Treasurer, and the executive officer elect of each of the benevolence 
boards whose support is authorized by the General Conference and 
whose funds are included in the Benevolence Budget, namely, Home 
Missions, Foreign Missions,. Church Erection, Board of Control, 
Board of Education, and the business manager of Bonebrake Sem- 
inary. The General Conference shall elect an executive secretary 
who shall not be a member of the commission. 


Rev. M. B. Sprayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. I would like to 
offer an amendment here. In the first line, That a Commission on 
Finance shall consist of a general secretary, elected by the General 
Conference, a representative of the Boards of Bishops, ete. I offer 
that as an amendment. 

Seconded. 

Rev. W. L. Cuipress, of Lousiana Conference. I would like to 
know whether an offering for home missions and for foreign mis- 
sions is included in this budget system, whether it is to be a free-will 
offering’ ? 

Tip Presipent. What is the answer from the report? 

Srorurary Kepret. Both are included. 

Dr. M. B. Spavn, of Northern Illinois Conference. I would like to 
say a word for my amendment. This commission should have a head, 
an executive officer, and I see there is no provision made in the en- 
tire paper for a head to the commission, and, of course, we all under- 
stand that all the boards have their seeretaries, and essentially so. 
and this commission without a head would be helpless, with no one 
to direct it. It has had a secretary the past four years, and it was 
only because of the modesty on the part of the one that drew this 
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paper that it was not mentioned, I believe. It is this secretary that 
will take the place of the Secretary of Christian Stewardship that 
we have had the past quadrennium. 

Dr. S. W. Paut, of East Tennessee Conference. I move to amend 
the amendment by leaving the matter of secretary with the commis- 
sion. 

Question is called for. 

Te Presipent. The question is on. the adoption of the proposed 
amendment, namely, the Conference to elect a secretary for the work. 
Those favoring the election of a secretary in connection, with this’ 
work will show the hand. Those opposed by the same sign. 

The chair thinks it is not adopted. 

Rey. E. R. Baser, of North Kansas Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
it is not clear just what we are voting on. 

Tue Presipent. It is on the amendment to this item that they add 
a secretary for the work for the Christian Stewardship Commission. 

Rey.~E. R. Baser. It is not a question of whether they have a. 
secretary, but whether this secretary be furnished by the commission, 


. or a secretary elected. 


THE Presipen’. The motion is to eleet by the General Conference. 
Rey. A. Orr, of Southeast Ohio Conference. If this proposition 
carries, does it mean an additional officer with an additional salary ? 

THe Presipenr. Sure. 

Rey. A. Orr. I wanted to understand that, Mr. Chairman. If it 
does, I am opposed to it. 

R. H. Bennert, Ese., of Neosho Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
want to ask that a statement be made so we will have an understand- 
ing. If it is the understanding that the secretary referred to here 
is for the Christian Stewardship Commission, and that we are not 
naming another secretary, all well and good. If the plan is to have 
secretaries, we would like to know it before we vote. The amendment 
was not clear on that. 

Tue Presipent. The amendment proposes, as the chair understands 
it, that instead of having the boards elect a Christian Stewardship 
Secretary, or send him into the field, that the General Conference 
select him. 

The amendment did not prevail. 


Secretary Mark Keppen. Mr- President, I would like to move an 
amendment. 
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Dr. Grorce Minier, of Iowa State Conference. We do not think it 
was lost and we ask for a division. 

Tur Presipent. It seems to have been lost. 

Proressor Kerrey. Mr. President, I move to amend by changing 
the word “four” to “five” in both cases so that it will read, “five lay- 
men and five ministers,” instead of “four laymen and four ministers.” 

Seconded by Doctor White. 

Srorerary Keppenu. I would like to state my reasons. The pur- 
pose of this amendment is twofold. This commission will be by far 
‘the. most important commission the Church has ever appointed and 
will be charged with the most weighty duties that any commission 
has ever had. It is a commission practically to assess the laity of 
the Church, and, as it stands, it will put four laymen and four min- 
isters, who are not general officers, on the board, thus giving a board 
of eight general officers, four ministers and four laymen who are, 
not general officers. It seems to me that if I were a general officer, 
charged with this tremendous duty, I would want the manager of the 
board to be men and women who were not general officers. I would 
want the assessment, the final decision of the apportionment, to 
come from the body of the Church itself rather than to come from 
the general officers. 

Question is called for. 

Dr. George Mitier, of Jowa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to amend that we have at least one member from each annual 
conference, the conference to pay the expenses of that delegate, so 
we will have something like an equitable distribution. 

Seconded by Rev. G. E. Bertch. 

The amendment to the amendment did not prevail. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Dr. GC. J. Kepuart, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to amend the item by saying, “The commission is authorized to 
choose an executive secretary, who shall be a member of the board 
oF commission.” 

Seconded. 

Rev. W. L. Curpress, of Louisana Conference. Mr. President, 
does this mean that this is to be a salaried secretary ? 

Tue Presient. The secretary for the executive board to be 
elected by the executive board—is that the mind of the mover ¢ 

Dooror Kepuart. I beg your pardon, I believe that item should 
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come in in connection with Item No. 3, and I ask to be allowed to 
withdraw it until that time. 

Tue Present. It is withheld. 

Rey. R. A. Hirr, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I am still in the position that I do not fully understand what all this 
means, and I want to know. This is the question I want answered 
before I am ready to vote—Whether this means to create another 
secretary, and whether or not the Christian Stewardship Secretary 
is to be put in this place or whether it means to create another ? 

Two Voices. That has been withdrawn. 

Mr. E. L. Suury, of Miami Conferenee. Mr. Chairman, this article 
names definitely the boards which are to be represented on this com- 
mission. Suppose this General Conference, or any other’ General 
Conference, should add some other departments of benevolence, ought 
there not be some provision in this that would make it possible that 
upon creation of some new department it should be represented auto- 
matically in this board ? 

Tue Presipent. Is that a motion? 

Mr. Suury. I wanted to ask what the idea of those who worked 
this out was on that. . 

Tue Preswentr. Doctor Kendall will answer. ‘ 


Dr. J. S. Kenpauu. It says, “and the executive officer elect of each 
of the benevolence boards whose support is authorized by the General 
Conference, and whose funds are included in the benevolence budget, 
namely, Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Church Erection, Board 
of Control, Board of Education, and the business manager of Bone- 
brake Seminary.” 

Mr. Suury. Suppose we create one after this? 

Doctor Kenpaty. Then the General Conference will attend to that. 

Mr. Suury. Ought we not arrange some plan that would be auto- 
matic, so that there would be no question about what ought to 
come in? * 

This item was then adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 


Second—After the election of the executive officers of the various 
benevolence boards, the senior Bishop shall call a meeting of the 
executive officers elect who shall, in conjunction with the committee 


on nominations, place in nomination three times the number of lay- 
men and ministers to be elected. 
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This item was adopted. 
Seeretary Keppel read: 


Third—The Commission on Finance shall meet within thirty days 
after the adjournment of General Conference on the call of the Bishop 
selected by the Board of Bishops as their representative. It shall 
elect a chairman and recording secretary and such committees as 
shall be needed. It shall hold an annual meeting at which time the 
budget shall be arranged. Called meetings may be held at such 
time as may be necessary on the request of seven members of the 
commission. 


Doctor Kepnartr. Now, I wish to renew my motion so as to make 
this read, the second sentence, “It shall elect a chairman and an 
executive recording secretary,” with the idea that the executive 
recording secretary shall have the same relation to the board as the 
other members. 

Seconded by Rev. M. O. McLaughlin. 

Dr. J. E. Four, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, I am 
sure that this Conference is not understanding a matter here of 
importance with reference to this wonderful report. A matter is 
before us, as has been said, which is touching the very heart of the 
Church’s life. Now, you have voted that there should be no secretary 
to this financial movement, which Doctor Hough and other general 
officers have said is going to be a failure unless you press it—unless 
it is worked out in detail. During the past quadrennium some of the 
departments helped out the salary of this secretary. The institution 
which I represent bore its part of the salary; Foreign Missions bore 
its part; Home Missions bore its part. I want to enter my protest of 
any method by which we raise money for home missions, foreign 
missions, or the Seminary, and pay it out in salary for a commission 
secretary. I have just said to these gentlemen that I was going to 
protest against that kind of business, and I believe that this execu- 
tive ‘secretary ought to be the secretary of Christian Stewardship, 
and be elected by this body, and I move to so amend, Mr. Chairman. 

Doctor Kreuart. That is exactly what is contemplated under the 
motion that this executive secretary shall be the secretary of this 
commission, and be paid by the commission, and that he shall be 
chosen by the commission itself. 

Proressor Rursusu. Mr. Chairman, this commission has worked. 
out this plan with a good deal of thought; evidently they had this 
in mind when they were studying it and did not put it in the report. 
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We have been accepting the report, everything almost verbatum, now 
why should we change? I am sure I have no objection to secretaries. 
I wish we could elect everybody to a good job, but I happen to be on 


a board or two, and I know where the objection comes in from the © 


Church, and it is along this line. It cost twelve and one-half per 
cent. to administer our Church Erection money last year; it cost 
sixteen and two-thirds per cent. to administer the Home Missions 
last year. I think that this commission has been working and trying 
to get more money, at less expense in spending it, and I know that 
is the way with the people over the Church; the laymen, at least, 
feel it. We do not want to hamper. I do not like to oppose the 
matter after they have worked it out. 

Doctor Furton, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, I want 


to say just this word before voting. If this commission is to have 


a secretary, this General Conference, ought to elect the secretary. I 
am absolutely opposed to delegating to committees work that our 
churches have delegated to us to do, so I am absolutely against this 
amendment which would put in the hands of this commission the 
authority -to elect a secretary for a general department of work now 
created. On the same principle, we ought to elect the boards for the 
Publishing House, and Foreign Missions, and Home Missions, and 
so on down the line, and give them authority to choose their own 
secretaries. I think it is up to this General Conference for this ecom- 
mission to have a secretary, to elect that secretary as they elect the 
secretaries of other departments of the Church’s activities. 

Doctor Krenpatt. Mr. Chairman, I wish to say this, that, so far 
as I am concerned, if they would be looking forward in any of these 
boards to my serving the Church in that capacity, to be elected by the 
commission, I would not serve. I have given four years of service. 
If my service has been what this body thinks it ought to be, I want 
them to say so in the vote they give here by saying that they do not 
want a secretary. If my service has been beneficial to the Conference, 
and you are looking forward for a secretary, then I say this: Put 
that man, who is the man to serve you, in the same place, the same 
relation, as every other man who is serving a place stands with ref- 
erence to these various boards. 

Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, I am sure I am glad to hear that 
speech from Doctor Kendall, and I want to add a little to it—that 
the man who is chosen to serve this Church in that capacity, ought 
to go in as other men go in in the matter of the payment of his, 
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salary. The assessment of the different boards of the Church, as we 
have done during the past quadrennium, is a mistake. Let this secre- 
tary stand on the same basis as the other secretaries do in their 
relative departments, and let his department bear the expense coming 
to that department. Other departments object to taking out of their 
treasury a certain amount of money to pay the salary of another de- 
partment, and it does not work.- It is not fair to the man who is work- 
ing a plan, and I am pleased with the thought that we have come to 
the place where we can honestly express our opinions on these things, 
face to face, just as Doctor Kendall has done in this kindly way. 

Rev. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. Mr. Chairman, have we 
not voted, as a General Conference, that we will not elect such a 
secretary ? 

Docror Kreruart, of Miami Conference. My thought is that the 
commission, having the whole matter under consideration, in sug- 
gesting and studying the field, that they could find a man for the posi- 
tion, and, having heard the discussions, I withdraw the motion, with 


the consent of the second. 
Tur Presipent. The amendment is withdrawn. 


The paragraph was then adopted. 
Doctor Funx. I rise to a question of privilege. Does this bring 


us a secretary ? 
Tue Presipent. No; it was voted down. 
Secretary Keppel read the fourth item. 


Fourth—It shall be the duty of the commission to study the entire 
benevolence work of the denomination and develop a purpose and 
passion that will lead the Church to reach the highest possible stan- 
dard of efficiency. 

Tt shall secure from the various benevolence boards their askings 
for the year’s needs and agree upon the minimum amount to be in- 
eluded in the General Benevolence Budget for each board. Its de- 
cisions shall be based upon the present giving and possible future 
needs of the respective boards. It shall apportion the budget to the 
various annual conferences and mission districts. 

Tt shall conduct an extensive educational campaign through a 
large use of the Church press, conferences, institutes, and such other 
agencies as will assure success to the apportionment plan, and bring 
each annual conference and local church into sympathetic co-oper- 
ation to’reach the full apportionment. 

Tt shall seek to simplify and systematize the financial policy of the 
Church; to emphasize the unity of the various departments, and 
promote Christian stewardship and the tithe principle. 
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The commission shall be entrusted with the working out in detail 
of the new financial plan for benevolences as to the fuller organ- 
ization of the work, the manner of education, publicity, introduc- 
tion and promotion throughout the Church. 


This was adopted. 

Rey. A. H. Reeser, of West Virginia Conference. Mr, Chairman, 
if I am in order, I think there is a misunderstanding about this seere- 
tary, and I move to reconsider the matter of electing a secretary. 

Tue Presipent. The chair would rule that they have not voted 
upon the matter of having a secretary. It is the manner of electing 
the secretary that has been withdrawn and that can come in later. 

Dr. R. J. Wuirr, of Erie Conference. Mr. President, there was 
a motion before us some time ago that the first item be amended so 
that the Commission on Finance shall consist of a representative of 
the Board of Bishops, and then the amendment was to have an execu- 
tive secretary, and that was voted down. 

Tue Presipent. That was voted down and then proposed and with- 
drawn. later. ° 

Doctor Funk. I second the motion. 

Rey. A. H. Reese. I think we have no secretary. 

Rey. V. W. Overron, of Northern Illinois Conference. I second 
the motion that the General Conference elect a secretary. 

Tue Presipent. Perhaps you want to hold that. 

Rey. A. H. Reese. We do not know how to vote:until we know 
whether we have a seeretary or not. I think that that is the first 
thing that ought to be settled before we go forward, and I urge my 
motion. 

Tue Presipent. It is in order, a motion to reconsider is in order. 

The motion to reconsider was adopted. 

Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, I move you there be a secretary 
elected by the General Conference. 

Seconded. ' 

SroreTarRy Mark Keppet. Mr. Chairman, I should like to ask a 
question, whether that is exactly what the brethren want? This 
original motion, which we voted down, was that there should be a 
secretary elected by the Conference who should be a member of the 
board. Do you want the secretary to be a member of the board ? 

Docror Funk. I should think not. 

Rey. M. R. Bauuincer, of Sandusky Conference. I would offer an 
amendment reading as follows: 
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The Commission on Finance shall consist of a representative of 
the Board of Bishops, selected by the board, a general secretary, 
elected by the General Conference, five laymen and five ministers, 
elected by the General Conference,” etc. 

Docror Funx. The reason that I favor the secretary not being a 
member of the board, it gives him freedom that he would not other- 
wise have. If-you have your secretaries on the board, they have a 
right to vote. -If there has been one comfort that I have had as 
Publishing Agent of this Church, it is the fact that on the local 
committee or on the board I have not’ had a vote. I can make my 
requests to my board and to my local committee, but it is for them 
finally to say what shall be done and what shall not be done. That 
is the position that every general church officer ought to occupy in 
this denomination, and I favor it and hence I made the motion as 
I did. 

Dr. I. A. Horsroox, of Iowa State Conference. I rise to a question 
of personal privilege. I should like an interpretation of this sen- 
tence, “The Commission on Finance shall consist of a representative 
of the Board of Bishops selected by the board”; by the board we are 
selecting or by the Board of Bishops? 

Tur Present. Doctor Kendall will explain. 

Docror Kenpaty. By the Board of Bishops. They would select 
their own representatives. 

Docror Hotproox. I would suggest, then, that we have more than 
one board. — 

Docror Kenpatu. Mr. Chairman, we do not call the other a board. 
We eall this a board and the other a commission. 

Mr. E. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, I agree 
with Doctor Funk perfectly that the secretary ought not be a mem- 
ber of this commission. I think I would go a little further; I do not 
believe that this commission needs a secretary to serve all the year 
through. It is up to the secretaries of these boards to do the edu- 
cating. The commission does need an executive secretary to do the 
real work, which will probably take a month or two of the year to 
tabulate the various recommendations and suggestions of the board, 
It seems to me the most simple way is to provide for the secretary of 
General Stewardship to be the executive secretary of this commission 
and that he shall be elected by the General Conference. 
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Docror Kenpaty. This anticipates doing away entirely with the 
Stewardship Commission, as it is now, the secretary and everything 
else, and this commission takes its place. 

Mr. Suvury. Then this ought to include in it very particularly 
the work which has been done by the commission the last four years. 

Docror Funk. May I ask Mr. Shuey a question? In view of the 
fact that the work of the Christian Stewardship Commission, as it 
has been in the.past four years, would you now favor the thought 
of a secretary for only a few months ? 

Mr. Suury. If the work of the Christian Stewardship Commis- 
sion is to be referred to this commission, then I think we ought to 
have a secretary for all the year, elected by the General Conference. 

Rev. A. H. Reese. Mr. Chairman, I rise to a point of order. My 
motion was that we reconsider the election of a secretary. Doctor 
Funk’s motion was that the General Conference elect a secretary. 
This first item has nothing concerning that. 

Tr Prestpent. It has been reconsidered that a motion must be 
made to elect, which is now before you. 

Rev. W. E. Snyper, of Indiana Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
think there has been some confusion in our minds as to the relation 
that this new commission was to sustain to the Christian Stewardship 
Commission. If it is true that this will supplant the Christian 
Stewardship Commission, I think, then, we are all in favor of a 
secretary. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake, of Oregon Conference. This motion made 
by Doctor Funk as an amendment here, where will it come in—as a 
new item? 

Tur Presiwent. It is an amendment to item one. 

Docror Funk. If at the end of item one it should read, “The 
General Conference shall elect an executive secretary who shall not 
be a member of the commission.” 

Voices. Sure. 

This amendment was adopted. 

The item, as amended, was then adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read fifth item: 

Fifth—The General Benevolence Budget of the Church shall be 
the amount agreed upon for each board, plus the salaries of the 
Bishops, General Church Treasurer's office expenses, the expense of 
the Commission on Finance, the General Conference Expense Fund 
and such other funds as may be authorized by the General Con- 
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Dr. P. O. Bonepraxe. Mr. Chairman, I was wondering where the 
provision for this secretary’s salary would come in if it ought not 
to come in in connection with this. 

Question called for. 

The item was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read sixth item: 


Sixth—Our Bishops, General Secretaries, presiding elders, pastors, 
and local church officers everywhere shall join with the commission 
in introducing and working out in the local church the plan of 
finance adopted by this Conference. 

This was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read seventh item: 


Seventh—All general benevolence enterprises that look to the 
Church for support shall secure from this Commission on Finance 
its endorsement before making appeals for money. 


This was adopted. 
Secretary Keppel read eighth item: 


Eighth—Should an annual conference or its finance commission 
consider its apportionment excessive, it may, through its commission 
on finance, confer with the General Commission on Finance for 
adjustment of the apportionment. 

Rey. I. E. Runx, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I move that be stricken out. , 

Seconded by Dr. C. W. Recard. 

Rev. J. E. Runx. Mr. Chairman, I want to state that a committee 
like that would have to sit all through the year, and then their task 
would not be completed, because. there is not a congregation in the 
whole Church but they will have trouble, and I am sure that the 
presiding elders, in connection with the pastors and with the com- 
mission, can make such suggestions as seem advisable, but to have 
a committee sit for complaints and appeals constantly is simply to 
invite trouble and everlasting confusion. ¢ 

Dr. 8S. W. Pau, of East Tennessee Conference. Does it mean, if 
this is stricken out, that the commission is to make the apportion- 
ment to the annual conference without the annual conference being 
consulted about it? 

Srorerary Kepren. If the chair please, I would like to say a word 
about this. I hope the wisdom of this Conference will not permit 
this to be adopted without something in place of this. “The right to 
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appeal Shall not be denied,’ says the Constitution of the United 
States. Now, I would like to submit that a better way to get at this 
would be to put this amendment in such a shape that it will not be 
possible for the abuse to occur, that both of these members have 
referred to and which is very patent to us that it will occur. There 
ought to be a right, and the party that has the right to make a pro- 
test, to petition for a change, ought to be designated and there ought 
to be a time for the making of it. The motion to strike out, I think, 
is hardly amendable. 

Tue Presipent. No; vote it up or down is the only way. 

On request the item was repeated by the secretary. 

Dr. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. There is nothing 
wrong with that. 

Dr. R. J. Ware, of Erie Conference. That clearly demonstrates 
what the commission worked out, that the commission in the annual 
conference shall confer with the General Commission on Finance. 
We certainly are not ready to adopt any such autocratic rules as 
this would be without a provision of some kind. If that means a 
centralization of power, the most effectual way to do it is to put your 
money matters all in the hands of a few. 

Rev. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. It seems to me 
there is a condition lacking here. Suppose the annual conferences 
felt over-assessed by this commission. Then we must go back to that 
commission to get redress from them before we can come back before 
our annual conference with a definite amount. What are we going 
to do? Your annual conference is not settled now as to whether 
they are going to get any reduction or not; they cannot sit in 
annual conference session for two or three months waiting for the 
commission to meet and then make their complaint and they come 
back and assess it-on the field) Where are you? 

Docror Kenpati. Will you allow this explanation? It is a fact 
that the apportionment for the annual conference will be in the 
hands of the commission long enough before the annual conference 
meets that you will have everything adjusted. We won’t wait until 
a week before annual conference to give you your apportionment, 

Rey. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. Mr, Chairman, 
may I answer Doctor Kendall? That commission representing the 
local conference may have no information from the general com- 
mission, but when that commission comes to the annual conference, 
the annual conference must accept their report; then the whole ques- 
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-tion is open. You must refer it back to the general commission and 
come back to your conference before you can put your assessment 
out to your own field. 

Mr. L. O. Minter, General Church Treasurer. Mr. Chairman, I 

“think your paper amply provides for the condition named in this 
amendment. It is not at all likely that whatever you may attempt to 
do will be done completely and fully and that this commission, in 
levying its assessment to the annual conference, will realize dollar 
for dollar of their assessment. This assessment has been levied by 
the commission and it is up to the annual conference to accept it 
and do the best that they know how. Then, if they are not satisfied 
with that assessment, let them come to the next annual meeting of 
this commission and make their complaint at that time and come 
at that time to the commission and seek a readjustment upon an 
equitable basis for all the conferences. 

Rey. E. R. Baber, of North Kansas Conferenee. A word in con- 
nection with this amendment. With three words placed here at the 
close of the third item, I think it would be satisfactory to all. 
“When this is brought to the annual conference for their acceptance, 
and then they distribute or assess from the general boards to the 
annual conference for their acceptance.” _ 

Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, I rise to say that I hope we will 
vote down the motion to strike out. 

The motion did not prevail and the item was not stricken out. 

Secretary Mark Keppeu. I would like to move an amendment to 
article eight by adding these words, “at the time of the annual meet- 
ing of the commission,” and I so move. 

Seconded. 

Tue Present. Will you'aceept that? 

Dr. S. S. Hoven. Mr. President, I think that that commission 
should certainly have an executive committee to do business ad 
interim, which will represent and go through correspondence, take 
up speedily any matter that can be presented to it at any time. 
This is not going to be a matter for the whole year. It is hardly 
necessary to refer to the annual meeting when you can take it up 
with the executive committee, take it up at once and get a reply in 
a day or two. 

Dr. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I move an amendment to the amendment that you name the 
executive committee instead of the annual conference. 
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Secretary Kepren. I would like to say this amendment does not 
preclude taking up these matters at any time with the executive 
committee or secretary, but it suggests the annual meeting, as the 
time for decision. There has to be a definite date for decision and 
we might as well come to it for, otherwise, you will be figuring con- 
stantly. It can be discussed at the annual conference and if it is 
not satisfactory, it can go to the session of next year. 

Dr. S. W. Paut, of East Tennessee Conference. Suppose there is 
a difference between this commission and the annual conferences 
about the apportionment. Who is to have the final voice? 

Tue Presipent.. The commission will probably be supreme. 

Docror Krepuarr. We have been told that we are dealing with an 
exceedingly important subject, and I believe that we are all thor- 
oughly convinced of that fact and we are using some terms here 
that I wish were not in a body of this character. I wish we would 
not talk about assessing and assessments, for this Conference has no 
right to make assessments and our people resent the term and they 
have a right to resent .the term. We are not sent here to make 
assessments to this Church, and we have no authority to do so. We 
should be exceedingly-careful in the using of such terms. The term 
“apportionment” is not so objectionable. If it is to be understood, 
as I have heard it stated here, that the Finance Commission is su- 
preme and that the annual conference commission is supreme, and 
that the annual conference can have nothing to say in this matter, 
then undoubtedly we cannot afford to adopt any such system as that. 
We cannot afford to adopt a system by which even the annual con- 
ference will create a commission over which the annual conference 
has no control. That is un-American and we cannot afford anything 
of that character and there is one of the difficulties, just as Doctor 
Paul has said. This matter may come before the commission and to 
them may seem all right, but in two months or six months from that 
time the annual conference meets and the annual conference may 
be of a very decidedly different opinion. It may be unwilling to 
accept the report of the commission and then where are we? And 
then it is said the decision should be by the annual meeting of the 
general commission. If that is true, and the general. commission 
has made an apportionment for the present year, and this is exces- 
sive, we have nothing to do until the next year; but conditions may 
have changed before the next year comes that the conference would 
be willing to accept a larger apportionment and then it comes up to 
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the general commission on appeal and they do not know the present 
situation and we are in confusion all the way through. Let us re- 
member that we are only asking, we are not commanding, and we 
have no right to command and make our system such that it will 
come to the annual conference for its recognition, for its approval 
or disapproval, and come to the congregation for its approval or 
disapproval and then we can bring an apportionment that our people 
will accept; otherwise they will not accept and ought not to accept. 
I simply state the situation for my people and no other man or 
commission on the face of the earth has a right to say what they 
shall give. [Applause. ] 

Doctor WasuinceR. By consent of Doctor Hough, I withdraw the 
amendment to the amendment. 

‘The amendment to the amendment is withdrawn. 

Secretary Keppel read his amendment: 

Should the annual conference consider its apportionment excessive 
it may, through its commission on finance, confer with the General 
Commission on Finance for readjustment of the apportionment, at 
the time of the annual meeting of the commission. 

The motion was put. 

True Preswent. It seems to be lost. Do you understand the item ? 

Doctor Funk. Certainly you do not understand what it means. 
It has no relation to the authority; it simply sets a time when 
this adjustment ought to be made. 

Secretary Kerrey. If the chair please, may I make a state- 
ment? There must be a time when we can go to the commission. 
Now, the only question before us is, When can we go to the commis- 
sion? Can we go to the commission when the annual conference 
meets, when our annual conference meets? Suppose on the third day, 
five hours before adjournment, we decide that the assessment is ex- 
cessive, then we go to the commission. We get the results in two 
weeks and our annual conference has adjourned for the year. Will 
you call it together again? You cannot do that sort of thing. It 
seems to me that there ought to be a definite date when the commis- 
sion would hold its annual meetings and at that time the conference 
appeals, as you call them, would come to the commission for adjust- 
ment. Otherwise, if you will make your appeal at any time, when 
the appeal is made the general spirit of the appeal is that you 
do not do anything while the appeal is pending and if the General 
Conference appealed and then adjourned, where -would we be? 
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Docror Funk. Professor Keppel, if you please, a question. The 
question is this, Suppose we meet in annual conference and it does 
not accept the apportionment and we appeal, what must we do in 
the conference in reference to apportioning to the Church? Must 
we accept the commission’s report and apportion it, or have we the 
right to decide what we shall apportion ¢ 

Srorerary Keppet. You can do three things; you can do nothing 
or leave it in accordance with the commission, or make the appor- 
tionment according to what you think is just, and then go on and 
take the matter up with the commission. 

Doctor Kepuarr. Will we be considered disloyal to the Church 
if we disagree with the commission ? 

Tue Presipent. Not necessarily.” 

Doctor Hoven. Mr. Chairman, I have one suggestion here. There 
are many details that you cannot foresee just now. I have studied 
details of other churches which have taken it up in detail and have 
fixed it up in defense of the annual conference, studied it out and 
if we are going to postpone the apportionment first made until a 
year after the first apportionment has been given, you spoil the whole 
business for the first year. You had better put it tentatively; let 
them work it out, and then two years after first submitted, take it up 
with your executive officers to the commission, take it up again with 
them two or three times if need be. Get this thing settled and ad- 
justed as far as possible before your annual conference and then 
agree upon the best basis you can within the first year, come in the 
second year for your second installment and adjustment. You will 
have this system of finance on hand for the first five years or more. 

R. J. Benner, Esq., of Neosho Conference. A point of order. — 

Secretary Keppet. With the second’s assent I withdraw the 
amendment. : 

R. H. Bennerr, Esa. As he has withdrawn it, I have no point of 
order. 

Secretary Keppel then again read the eighth item without his 
amendment, as follows: 

Should the annual conference consider its apportionment excessive 
it may, through its commission on finance, confer with the General 
Commission on Finance for readjustment of the apportionment. 

Rey. V. W. Overton, of Northern Illinois Conference. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I do not want to make a speech, but I want to know whether 
we are voting on Doctor Runk’s motion. 
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Tum Presipent. It is on the item. 

Rey. I. W. Brarss, of Georgia Conference. Mr. Chairman, the 
question I want to ask is this. If this proposition is up at the center 
of the Church ‘or some other section of the Church, and here is a 
church on the very outskirts that knows almost nothing about it, 
suppose that they should say the assessment or the asking is right 
when it says asking, the amount that they ask is all right, compelled 
to pay, is that conference” to be considered disloyal if they do not 
submit ¢ 

Tur Present. It has been answered in the negative. 

Srcrerary Kepren. Mr. Chairman, I trust you will pardon me if 
T am out of order just for the time being. I trust we are trying to 
do the right thing. The point has been made by Doctor Hough that 
we may want to go to the commission before the meeting of the 
annual conference. Now, note what this says: 

Should the annual conference consider the apportionment exces- 
sive it may, through its commission on finance, confer with the 
General Commission on Finance for readjustment of the apportion- 
ment. 

That means that the annual conference must meet and consider 
this apportionment before the conference has been held. Now, sup- 

_pose in your conferences you are notified six months before the an- 
nual conference meets what your assessment will be, and, in the judg- 
ment of your finance committee, it is excessive, why should. not your 
fmance committee have the right to appeal to take up the matter 
now instead of waiting for the annual conference to order it to do 
so. This is the reason I wanted to eall this to your attention. It 
seems to me this ought to be recognized so it would be possible not 
only that the annual conference might take it up through its com- 
mittee, but in the interim, before it comes to them, the finance com- 
mittee might take it up. I have not had time to recast it, but it 
seems to me that we can get what we are after. 

Docror Wasuincer. Mr. Chairman, I move it be referred to the 
committee so that’ they may recast it. The Finance Committee will 
be on the job all the year; history is to repeat itself. We are sweat- 

ing over something here that the annual conference will settle for 
itself. 

Seconded. = 

Dr. R. J. Wire, of Erie Conference. I think the wording is suf- 

ficiently plain. It is not necessary to wait until the meeting of the 
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annual conference in order to present the matter; the annual confer- 
ence commission on finance represents that annual conference and 
is its representative. ; 

The motion to refer was not adopted. 

Rev. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I would like to offer this amendment: insert after the word “confer- 
ence,” “or its finance commission.” 

Seconded. 

Tur Present. Do you agree to that? 

Rey. G. E. Berrou, of Neosho Conference. I would like to hear 
a word from. Doctor Kendall before I vote on it. 

Doctor Kenpatu. The discussion is over that word “apportion-- 
ment,” or that word “asking.” We are perfectly satisfied with the 
word “ask” instead of “apportion.” I cannot see any difference. 

The item, as amended, was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 


THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE. 

First—There shall be in each annual conference a commission 
composed of the presiding elders and an equal number of ministers 
and laymen elected by the annual conference who shall arrange for 
the annual conference budget and apportion it to the various charges. 
This commission shall co-operate with the committee in the local 
church and the General Commission on Finance in working out the 

‘new financial plan on each charge. 


This was adopted. 
Secretary Keppel read: 


Second—The annual conference budget shall consist of the appor- 
tionment of the General Budget, plus the annual conference beney- 
olences, which shall include the apportionment for the educational 
institutions with which the conference co-operates. In fixing the 
amount to be apportioned to the annual conference benevolences con- 
sideration should be given to the real needs and the present and past 
giving of the conferences to these benevolences. The conference 
commission shall report to the annual conference the entire confer- 
ence budget and the amount included for each interest for adjust- 
ment and adoption. 


This was adopted. 
Secretary Keppel read: 


Third—In apportioning this budget to the various charges, the 
conference commission shall be governed .by the ability and the stan- 
dard of giving of the local church or churches. 
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Dr. J. S§. Fuuron, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, who 
is to determine the ability of a conference to give? 

Doctor Kenpauu. Mr. Chairman, let me say this; it is the con- 
ference commission that is to determine the ability of the Church, 
this is not meeting with the conference commission but is the com- 


mission of the Church. 


This paragraph was adopted. 
Seeretary Keppel read: 

Fourth—The entire amount collected from the various charges 
in the conference shall be divided between the General Benevolence 
Budget and the conference budget on the basis of the proportion 
that each sustains to the entire budget. 

Docror Hoven. Mr. Chairman, there are many who are afraid 
right on this paragraph. The various general benevolences, if they 
go into this plan, submit to the local churches through the conference 
commission, their needs. These general departments are ready to 
trust in the conference commission and in the local churches to 
deal faithfully with their askings. Now, it is necessary for the local 
churches and pastors to deal faithfully by dividing the receipts on 
the pro rata basis between the conference benevolences and the gen- 
eral benevolences. It will not do to increase out of proportion the 
conference benevolences to the detriment of the general benevolences. 
All should be treated fairly and receive an equitable amount of the 
total offerings. 

The Methodist Church, before it adopted this financial plan, had 
previously united both Home Missions and Church Erection in one . 
great board, thus eliminating conference missions. They send all 
their money to the general treasurer, and the board administers all 
money through conference committees. I believe that the time will 
come in our Church when we are going to trust the administration 
of the work of missions and church erection to the conference com- 
mittees and at the same time unite all this as one mission work, which 
includes conference missions, church erection, and home missions. 
T trust the time will come soon when the administration of our work 
in America will be unified. The general officers administering all 
the missions and church erection money through conference commit- 
tees, and all the pastors and conferences sending to the general treas- 
urer all the money raised for these purposes. As it now is, we have 
several. distinct agencies administering the work of missions and 
church erection. We are not now asking that this be changed, but we 
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ask that all be absolutely fair and not increase the local benevolences 
to the detriment of all the general benevolences for which we have a 
great responsibility. 

Dr. H. H. Four, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, I simply 
want to state that I believe we are hindering our whole thought and 
plan by injecting at this. time a discussion as to the distribution of 
the funds. If we ever succeed in this it will have to be by a commis- 
sion that will study this question from both sides. I simply call in 
question the propriety of discussing distribution before the plan is 
adopted. 

This item was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 


Fifth—Ail conference benevolence work shall first be approved by 
the Conference Commission on Finance before being presented to 
the loeal churches. 


This was adopted: ¥ 
Secretary Keppel read: 


Sixth—Should the local church or charge consider the appor- 
tiomment made by the annual conference as excessive, the official 
board of the local church (or charge) may confer with the conference 
commission on finance for readjustment. 


This was adopted. 

Rey. F. G. Rapasauau, of West Virginia Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I voted for this report, but after I got through, I find that 
it did not suit me, so I move to reconsider the first item under an- 
nual conference. 

Tue Preswenr. Will you state your reason for making this mo- 
tion? It does not provide for the election of that conference com- 
mission, as I see it. 

The motion to reconsider was seconded and adopted. 

Rey. F. G. Rapaspaueu. Mr. Chairman, I move to amend the first 
article by: inserting, “There shall be in each annual conference a com- 
mission composed of the presiding elders and an equal number of 
ministers and laymen elected by the annual conference.” The bal- 
ance of the article to remain as it is. 

This was adopted. 

The item, as amended, was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 
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THE LOCAL CHURCH. 

First—Each local church shall give special attention to systematic 
instruction in Christian Stewardship and the methods of finance 
recommended by the commission. 

Dr. I. A. Hoxsroox, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
want to call attention to a matter that we have just passed. You 
have arranged for the local church for boards, committees, confer- 
ence commission. J want to know by what arrangement and whether 
the local board is to go to meet them or whether the conference com- 
mission is to come to the church, and, if so, what arrangement is 
made for the expenses ? 

Tre Presient. Will you hold that until this item is disposed of? 

The item was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 

Second—The official board shall elect a benevolence committee in 
each local church who, in conjunction with the pastor, shall provide 
for the benevolence offerings of the church. 

Rev. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I should like to ask a question. Is this committee to take the 
‘place of the home missionary and foreign missionary committees 
’ that we have in our congregations? 

Doctor Kenpatu. It is supposed to take their places. 

This item was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 

Third—The [Missionary or] Benevolence Committee shall direct 
an’ every-member canvass of the members and supporters of the 
chureh for an offering on the weekly basis for the benevolence budget. 
This canvass, when possible, to be made at a different time from that 
for the current expense budget. 

This was adopted. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake, of Oregon Conference. Is the use of, the 
word “missionary” there simply additional or does it refer to some 
committee referred to in a previous paragraph? If it is the same, it 
ought to be stricken out. 

This was stricken out by agreement. 

Rev. M. B. Spayp. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask this. This 
paper presents us a single budget until we come to this paragraph; 
now it is a double budget. 

Docror Krnpatt. This paper has nothing to do with the local 
church, it is dealing with the question of benevolences in the United 
Brethren. Church. 
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Seeretary Keppel read: 


Fourth—It is recommended by the General Conference that pastors 
and official boards give the official benevolences the right of way 
before allowing special and outside local benevolences to be pre- 
sented to their congregations; furthermore, such appeals shall only 
be presented after they have the endorsement of the official board. 


This was adopted. 

The report was then adopted as a whole. 

Docror Houcu. I think you all realize what an amount of work 
you have put on every department of the Church as a result of this. 
. The Discipline will have to be changed completely in the department 
of benevolence and education; for instance, have some arrangement 
in our Discipline concerning the expending of money. The confer- 
ences order they shall send money to the different secretaries of the 
boards. The cultivation of the field must be taken into account. 
Should there not be a getting together immediately of the heads of 
committees and agree how to put into the Discipline what they have 
to recommend to these several departments ? 

Dr. D. D. Lowmry, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, the Committee on Superintendency is ready to report. 

Dr. A. E. Wriaut, of Northern Illinois Conference. We have had 
the report on Christian Stewardship and it has been adopted, but the 
time has not been fixed when it shall go into effect. 

Doctor Wuitr. Mr. Chairman, this is only a partial report of the 
committee; they have another report to submit. Pvt 

Tur Presmwent. The reading of the report on superintendency is 
ealled for. 

Rev. A. H. Reese read the report of the Committee on Superin- 
tendency. 

On motion of Doctor Washinger it was referred to the printer. 

Bishop Bett. This report on superintendency, we have for eight 
years been accustomed to the name of Pacific District. Will you 
kindly agree that it should be Pacific, just as it has been for the 
past eight years? Won’t you all agree to that? 

This was agreed to. ; 

The report on Home Missions was referred to the printer without 
reading. 

R. H. Benner, Esq., of Neosho Conference. I move that we pro- 
ceed to read the Sunday-school report. 

Seconded. 
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Tur Preswwent. If there is no objection, the secretary will read. 

Secretary Keppel then read the report of the Committee on Sunday 
School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work. 

Tim Present. This will go to the printer. 

‘Secretary Keppel then read the report of the Committee on 
Churches and Parsonages, which was ordered printed. 

Dr. E. W. Curtis then read the report of the Committee on Home 
Missions, which was ordered printed. 

Rrv. A. R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Gonference. The Report of the 
Committee on Ministerial Relief is in the hands of the secretary. 

Secretary Keppel then read the Report of the Committee on Preach- 
ers’ Pension Bureau, which was ordered printed. 

Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. I find Rule 29 in 
the book of rules, “The Committee on Nominations is instructed to 
nominate to the various boards from the different sections of the 
Church, in making such nominations.” Therefore, I move that the 
Committee on Nominations indicate the conferences of those nomi- 
nated. 

This was seconded and adopted. : 

Dr. D. D. Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, a matter was overlooked in the Report of the Committee on 
Superintendency, and that was in the matter of a foreign Bishop. 
The committee meant to recommend that it be under the authority 
and direction of the Foreign Mission Board. Of course, he will be 
elected by this body, but under the authority and direction of the 
board. ; 

Tre Present. That will come jn when the report comes back. 

Jupcar 8. W. Lort, of Sandusky Conference. The Committee on 
Delegates’ Expenses is ready to report. 

On motion, it was agreed to have this report read and passed upon 
at this time. 

Mr. C. F. Lockhart, of Southeast Ohio Conference, read the Report 
of the Committee on Conference Expenses, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXPENSES OF DELEGATES. 


We, your Committee on Expenses of Delegates, respectfully submit 


the following: 
First. We recommend that the treasurer be instructed to pay 


the expenses of delegates to General Conference, as follows: 
Car fare, round trip, direct route (including sleeper, if used), 
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meals while enroute to Conference and return home, board while 
here at the rate of $6.00 per week. 

Second. We recommend that the chairman of each delegation 
receive from each member of his delegation, an itemized bill of his 
expenses on blanks furnished by the Conference and pass it to the 
chairman of the committee; when approved by the committee, the 
same will be left with the treasurer for payment. 

Third. We further recommend that general officers, not delegates, 
whose expenses are not otherwise provided for, receive the same re- 
muneration for expenses as delegates. 

Announcement will be made on Conference floor when bills have 
been approved and given to the General Treasurer. 

(Signed) 
SuermMan W. Lort, Chairman, 
C. F. Looxrart, Secretary. 


On motion, the rules were suspended and this report was adopted. 

Bishop Werektey. Mr. Chairman, I move that we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

At this point the new printed rules were given out to the delegates. 

After announcements of committee meetings, by various chairmen, 
the motion to adjourn prevailed and the benediction was pronounced 


by Dr. D. R. Seneff, of Lower Wabash Conference. 


FIFTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
Turspay, May 13, 1913. 

Bishop Oastle called the Conference to order and introduced Dr. 
J. A. Lyter, of the East Pennsylvania Conference, who conducted the 
devotions. 

Prof. J. H. Ruebush announced song No. 309 in the Otterbein 
Hymnal, “Savior, More Than Life to Me.” 

Doctor Lyter then read the Nineteenth Psalm and followed with 
prayer, Conference standing during the prayer. 

THE Preswpent. Let us praise the Lord again in song. 

Professor Ruebush then led in singing “Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 

THe Presipent. We are greatly favored this morning, I am sure, 
for it is our privilege to hear one of the distinguished edueators of 
the Church, President W. G. Clippinger, of Otterbein University, 
who will address the Conference. 

Dr. W. G. Clippinger, president of Otterbein University, then ad- 
dressed the Conference upon the topic, “What is Religion ?” 

The address was followed with applause, 
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At this point Bishop Mathews occupied the chair. ’ 

Tue Present. The reading of the journal is now in order. 

Secretary Siddall then read the journal of Monday’s proceedings, 
and on motion of John L. Arbogast, of Northern Illinois Conference, 
the minutes were approved. 

THE Presipent. Is there any miscellaneous business to be pre- 
sented ? 

BisHorp Bety. If the Bishop please, I have a communication from 
the Commission of the Protestant Episcopal Church and this single 
paragraph explains it. “At the General Conference of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, held in October, 1910, a commission was appointed 
to bring about, if possible, a conference for the consideration of ques- 
tions touching faith and order and asking all Christian communions, 
who confess our Lord Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, to arrange 
for conducting such a conference.” This is an official communication 
* from that commission and asks that we constitute such a commission 
along with ‘all the other Protestant churches of the world and arrange 
for a great conference on this subject. I suppose it ought to be 
referred to the Committee on Nominations for some recommendation 
from them, and, if Conference consents, we will so move. ‘ 

This was done by common consent. 

Bisuop Weexktey. Mr. President, I wish to announce that Rev. 
W. F. Herman, of the North Nebraska Conference, will take a place 
on the Committee on Church Union. This corrects a mistake that 
previously occurred. 

Doctor Funk. I rise to a question of privilege. I hold in my hand 
something that is to me almost sacred; it is a manuscript. Some- 
times I would just like to avoid a manuscript, because there are rea- 
sons connected with the coming-of some manuscripts that make it 
very hard for the Publishiug House to handle them, but I confess 
that I have been looking forward to the privilege of having in my 
hand this manuscript, which I] have known was in the course of 
preparation for the past years. The man who has written this book 
it without a peer in. this denomination. It was my privilege to be in 
a certain great building in Europe on one occasion and I saw a 
marble statue and the people, in passing by, would reach out their 
hands and touch the hand of that marble form, and so many have 
passed by and have touched it until they have worn off almost half 
of the hand. I asked the question, Why? and at once there came the 
reason that the life the individual lived, represented by that marble 
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form, was still living and would continue to live in power and in 


influence in the world. 
This manuscript was prepared and written by none other than 


Bishop N. Castle, whose magnetic life has held this denomination, all 
through his historic career. It is written on a subject that he alone 
among us would be permitted to write on, namely, “The Exalted 
Life,” and I rise at this moment to present this manuscript as one 
of our new books, and I also move you, Mr. Chairman, that Bishop 
Castle be made Bishop Emeritus on the same basis on which he has 
stood for these eight years. 

Seconded by Rey. J. L. Brandenburg. 

Tur Present. You have heard this motion, brethren; you will 
depart from the usual order of things. All the delegates favoring 
this motion will stand. 

Tur Presipent. It is unanimous; aga) bless you. Is there any 
other miscellaneous business ? 

Rev. L. L. Eprtey, of West Nebraska Conference. I have a memo- 
rial from the Nebraska delegation for the Committee on Boundaries. 

Tue Presipent. Your memorial will be referred to the proper com- 
mittee. 

Prof. A. A. Maysilles, of Miami Conference, presented the follow- 
ing from the Committee on Correspondence: 


To the General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ, Old Constitution, Blissfield, Michigan. Dear Brethren: 
The General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ, assembled in Decatur, Illinois, in this token of love and 
affection, sends greetings to your Conference with the hope that, in 
God’s own good time, such greetings may be rendered impossible by 
the organic union of the two churches of the United Brethren in 
Christ. 

(Signed) ComMMITTEE ON CoRRESPONDENCE. 
J. A. Lyter, Chairman. 
A. A. Maysinurs, Secretary. 
Mrs. J. G. McDonatp. 
L. L. Epiey. 
W. S. Ricuanrps. 


On motion of Dr. D. D. Lowery, the motion was approved. 

Dr. A. P. Funkuouser, of Virginia Conference. Mr. President, 
I have two items which I wish referred to the proper committee. The 
first is the article stricken out of the report of the Committee on 
Rules, because it was thought to be a piece of legislation. It is in 


274 


~~ ¢h-all 5 ie Sens 


1 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


regard to the holding of the General Conference. The item in the 
main is now in the Discipline, but when amended would read as 
follows: “The arrangement for the place of entertainment of the 
General Conference, if not determined at this session, so if satis- 
factory arrangements for the care and comfort of the delegates and 
visitors and the proper expenses of the General Conference be not 
provided for, shall be referred, with full power to act, to the Board 
of Trustees of the Printing Establishment.” I think it should be 
“The Agent and Board of Trustees of the Printing Establishment.” 
This should go to the Committee on Government of the Church. 

Tur Present. This is referred to the Committee on Government 
of the Church. 

Doctor FunkHousrer. Mr. President, the second is an amendment 


_to be offered to Section 7, Chapter 6, in regard to presiding elders, 


that is, to limit the term of the presiding eldership, to add to what 
is now in the Discipline, “That a presiding elder shall be ineligible 
to succeed himself after five successive years in office.” ; 

Tue Presipent. To what committee would you have it go? 

Doctor FunKHousER. To the Committee on Ministry of the Church. 

Tue Presipent. It is so referred. Is there anything else to be 
referred to committees before we come to the standing committees’ 
reports? We are now ready to receive the reports of the various 
standing committees, if they are now ready. 

Dr. J. S. Furron, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, the 
Report of the Committee on Federation of Churches is ready. 

Docror Funk. I move that it go to the printer without reading. 

Seconded and adopted, and the report was so referred. : 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of California Conference. Mr. Chairman, re- 
ports of that kind which do not involve any change in the Discipline 
can be considered at once under the rule, it seems to me, and it is 
not necessary to have them printed. 

Docror Funk. I will withdraw my motion, with the consent of 
the second. ; 

The motion was withdrawn. 

Tur Present. The secretary will read. 

Seeretary Keppel read the report, as-follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FEDERATION OF CHURCHES. 
We, your Committee on Federation of Churches, respectfully sub- 


~ mit the following report: 
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Christian unity is in the air. Jt takes three forms, one of which 
is represented by the hierarchy at Rome, another by the Christian 
Unity Foundation, and the other by the Federal Council. of the 
Churches of America. In 1908, representatives of thirty-one denomi- 
nations and communions elected and authorized by their highest ec- 
clesiastical Judicatories, bound themselves together in a national feder- 
ation, with a constituency of one hundred and fifty thousand churches, 
with something over seventeen million members, and representing 
through family relations about fifty millions of the people. This 
body is an official, organized instrumentality, just as definite in its 
constitution as the denominations themselves. 

The second quadrennial meeting, which met in Chicago, Illinois, 
in December, 1912, was preceded by three special conferences; one 
composed of representatives of State and local federations, one by 
representatives of denominational commissions on social service, and 
the other by representatives of various theological seminaries. These 
conferences were of deep interest and helped to prepare the way 
for the meetings of the council. 

The council is comprehensive in its work and heard splendid 
reports from its executive committees, executive secretary, district 
secretaries, treasurer, and from committees on Foreign Missions, 
Home Missions, Family Life, Sunday Observance, Temperance, 
Church and Social Service, Literature and Education,» Week-Day 
Instruction in Religion, Peace and Arbitration, and Evangelism. 
The recommendations of the Committee on the Church and Social 
Service are as follows, and show representatively the attitude of the 
council in scope and aggressiveness toward the other subjects it 
considered. It says the churches must stand— 

1. For equal rights and complete justice for all men in all sta- 
tions of life. 

2. For the protection of the family, by the single standard of 
purity, uniform divorce laws, proper regulation of marriage, and 
proper housing. 

3. For the fullest possible development for every child, espe- 
cially by the provisions of proper education and recreation. 

4. For the abolition of child labor. 

5. For such regulation of the conditions of toil for women as 
shall safeguard the physical and moral health of the community. 

6. For the abatement and prevention of poverty. 

7. For the protection of the individual and society from the 
social, economic, and moral waste of the liquor traffic. 

8. For the conservation of health. 

9. For the protection of the worker from dangerous machinery, 
occupational disease. 

10. For the right of all men to the opportunity for self-main- 
tenance, for safeguarding this right against encroachments of every 
kind, -and for the protection of workers from the hardships of en- 
forced employment. 
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11. For the suitable provision for the old age of the workers, and 
for those incapacitated by injury. 

12. For the right of employees and employers alike to organize 
for adequate means of conciliation and arbitration in industrial 
disputes. 

13. For a release from employment one day in seven. 

14. For the gradual and reasonable reduction of the hours of 
labor to the lowest practicable point, and for that degree of leisure 
for all, which is a condition of the highest human life. 

15. For a living wage as a minimum in every industry and for the 
highest wage that each industry can afford. 

16. For a new emphasis upon the application of Christian prin- 
ciples to the acquisition and use of property and for the most 
equitable division of the product of industry that can ultimately 
be devised. 

We, therefore, being in sympathy with the ppsbcte of the council, 
and through our representatives vitally connected with it, pledge our 
continued co-operation and that our share of money be paid by our 
church treasurer from the Contingent #und of the Church. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. S. Furton, Chairman. 
G. W. Waite. 
M. R. Baurnaer. 
J. A. Hawkins. 
J. W. Lake. 
J. L. Grimn. 
I. J. Goopv, Secretary. 


Pror. I. J. Goon, of White River Conference. I move the adoption 
of the report. 

Seconded. 

Mr. FE. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. Mr. President, I hesitate 
to take the time, but may I suggest that it seems to me that this 
committee has not gone far enough—that there is one side of feder- 
ation that ought to be presented by this committee looking toward 
a definite, practical federation with different churches. Every man 
here who studies church conditions and the conditions of church 
life and work in these days realizes that we are coming to a point 
where, if we are going to hold our line in some of the departments 
of our Church, we must unite with other denominations in carrying 
out special things. I believe thoroughly in federation of churches. 
This great federation of the churches of the country would, it seems 
to me, help us to go farther and say to some of the denominations 
closely allied to us, with which churches we cannot have church 
union, that we are ready to appoint. a commission from our denom- 
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ination to work with committees from other denominations upon the 
lines of city: life and rural life and home missions and education, 
perhaps, and even publication and other work in different ways. I 
am not ready to present a resolution because I did not know that 
this was coming, and I did not know what they would present, but 
it seems to me that added to this report we ought to ask this Com- 
mittee on I*ederation to give us something definite as to final action 
by which the Bishops, during the quadrennium, could, if they choose, 
appoint a committee to meet committees from kindred denominations 
that they may come together. J am pretty clear for church feder- 
ation and I am very clear for church union, and I believe we can 
work together with other denominations in building up lines of 
Christian work which are to-day weak and in which we are not 
doing our duty. [Applause. | 

THe Preswent. I think you would permit me to say, as one of 
the representatives of our Church, as the Federal Council in its 
fullest scope and practical relation covers everything to which ref- 
erence has just been made by the speaker and they are working at 
the great problem which you have just emphasized. 

The motion to approve the report was adopted. 

Dr. R. J. Waite, of Erie Conference. Mr. President, the Com- 
mittee on Christian Stewardship begs leave to submit the rest of its 
report. 

Tue Presipent. Proceed. 

Secretary Keppel read the report. 

Tue Presipent. This will be referred to the printer and be pre- 
sented in printed form to the Conference. 

Rey. A. 8. Hammack, of Virginia Conference. The Committee 
on Deaconess Work is ready. Rev. J. B. Connett is the secretary. 

Rey. I. E. Runx, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I move the 
report be not read. 

Tue Preswent. Shall we refer this report without reading to the 
printer? If you are all agreed, say, Agreed. 

By common consent it was sent to the printer without reading. 

Dr. J. T. Fosrer, of West Virginia Conference. The Committee 
on Church Membership is ready. 

Rev. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. I move that this be 
referred without reading. 

The motion was seconded and adopted. 


278 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST - 


Rey. J. E. Grimes, of St. Joseph Conference. Mr. President, the 
Committee on Itinerancy is ready to report. 

Mr. C. E. Bictow, of Lower Wabash Conference. Mr. President, 
I move it be referred to the printer without reading. 

The motion was adopted. 

THe Presipent. Now, will you have another report? Is there 
any other report ready ? 

*Rey. I. EK. Rung, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, the Committee on Seminary is ready to report. 

On motion of Mr. C. E. Biglow, of Lower Wabash Conference, it 

_was referred to the printer without reading. 

Mr. A. H. Laversaum, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
we should like to know, when these reports are called up, whether 
they make any disciplinary changes or not; if they do not, I do not 
see any reason for referring them to the printer. 

Tue Presipent. A very good suggestion. If reports do not con- 
tain a change of Discipline, make that fact known. 

'- Docror Funk. Mr. Chairman, a question of privilege to the Gen- 
eral Conference. The local people in Decatur have seen the railroad 
authorities and have arranged for an excursion to the Lincoln Monu- 
ment, provided the General Conference wants to go on Saturday 
afternoon. Of course, it is for you to say whether you will or will not. 

Rey. C. P. Hopkins, of Michigan Conference. JI move that this 
Conference take a recess on Saturday afternoon and go to Spring- 
field. 

Seconded. 

Doctor Funk. I am opposed to the motion provided you are not 
willing to stay here next week and attend to business. 

Mr. J. W. Martin, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I move that this be laid on the table. 


Seconded. 

The motion did not prevail. 

Tue Presipent. Are you ready to vote? 

Those favoring the motion to make the excursion next Saturday, 
lift the hand; those opposed, like sign. It does not prevail. 

Tur Presipent. We will hear the report of the Committee on 
Churches and Parsonages. 

Secretary Keppel read: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCHES AND PARSONAGES. 
We, your Committee on Churches and Parsonages, respectfully 
submit the following report: : 
That articles 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 10, 18, 15, 16 and 17 remain as 
they now are. 
This was adopted. 
Secretary Keppel read: 


That article 18 be eliminated. 


This was adopted. ‘ 

Secretary Keppel read: 

Changes proposed: Paragraph 6, page 88, lines 7, &, 9. 

That Article 6 be changed to read as follows: 

“No board of trustees shall begin the building of a church-house 
or parsonage without first submitting their plans and estimates of 
lot, or lots, and buildings to the official board or quarterly confer- 
ence for consideration, approval and direction. Nor shall they pro- 
ceed to buy or build without first procuring an incorporation of their 
board such as the State requires, and approved by the board of an- 
nual conference trustees, nor without securing and recording a legal 
deed to themselves and their successors in office for the- real estate 
which they purchase, nor until they have the necessary means either 
in hand or sufficiently assured, thus securing harmony of action, and 
avoiding the eneumbering of our houses of worship and personages 
with embarrassing debts.” 


Mr. R. H. Bennert, Esa., of Neosho Conference. In many of the 
States there is no requirement for the incorporation of a church, 
and if the purpose is that we would compel them to incorporate, 
then the words “such as the State requires,” should be stricken out. 
I presume that there are provisions for an incorporation in all of 
the States, but most of the States recognize voluntary associations 
and enforce their rights just as well without incorporation as with 
them, and if the purpose is to require them to incorporate, then they 
could very easily say that they are not required to incorporate be- 
cause this refers to such States as require the incorporation of 
religious bodies only. In order to test the sense of the Conference, ~ 
I move that the words, “Such as the State requires,” be stricken out. 

Seconded. 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr, of California Conference. We have gone 
over that very carefully and it is true, as Brother Bennett says, 
some States may not require that the local board be incorporated. 
Many States do require that, and, in view of the fact that there are 
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“many different forms in effect in the same State, forms of incor- 
poration, if a State does not require that it be incorporated, then this 
will not require it. Then, you do not need to incorporate, but as 
it is worded, “Such as the State requires,” it shall be incorporated 
in regard to the laws of that State and for uniformity we have put 
in there, “Such as the Conference Board will approve,” because you 
will find that there are many different forms in the same confer- 
ence, because every lawyer seems to interpret laws of incorporation 
to his own idea, and we believe there ought to be uniformity in the 
form to incorporate in the conference, and I believe we ought to 
leave it alone as the committee has it. 

Mr. L. O. Miturr, Church Treasurer.’ Mr. President, I would 
suggest that you make that read, “That they be incorporated in har- 
mony with‘ the laws of the State in which the incorporation is made.” 

The amendment did not prevail. ‘ 

Rev. I. A. Horsroox, of Iowa State Conference. I see one or two 
other things that need change. One refers to the approval of the 
annual conference. Now, if they are incorporated in accordance 
with the law, what will the approval or disapproval of the annual 
conference have to do with it? In the next place, in reference to the 
sale of any church or parsonage, provided that in no case shall a 
church-house and premises be sold without the consent of the annual 
conference within whose bounds it is located. What does that mean, 
that the local society surrenders the power it has hitherto had, that 
the Church cannot sell, neither change its location, without passing 
the matter to the board of the annual conference ? 

Dr. Grorae Miuter, of Iowa State Conference. I rise to a point 
of order; he is not talking to the point. 

Tur Preswent. This article-is still before us. An amendment 
was made and voted down and the proposition is to vote upon this 
item. 

Mr. R. H. Bennett. Mr. Chairman, I want to ask what we under- 
stand to be the purpose of this. That a new chureh organization is 
compelled to incorporate or not in those States which recognize 
voluntary associations just the same as they do the incorporated 
church? You could not incorporate a church in a State in any other ° 
way except in accordance with that State’s law. That is impos- 
sible, no matter whether your local board would approve it or dis- 
approve it. If you would incorporate it that is the only way it can 
be done, so that Brother Holbrook’s remarks upon that were perti- 
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nent. It does not mean anything there, but if we vote this article, 
must churches be incorporated or must they not? 

BisHop Carrer. Mr. Chairman, if you pass this action as it is 
here, you will greatly embarrass the building of churches in many 
States. There is no State in the territory in which I labor that. re- 
quires a church-house to be incorporated, and, in any case of liti- 
gation, the court will accept the Discipline of the Church in the ease, 
but if you pass this action, and there should be litigation, then you 
will embarrass us because.there is an action passed that we shall 
not build a church without first having the property incorporated. 
If you would permit me to read, “Nor shall they proceed to buy or 
build without first procuring an incorporation of their board.” In 
States where such incorporation is required, you would cover the 
case and relieve a great difficulty. -I move to amend by saying, 
“Nor shall they proceed to buy or build without first procuring in- 
corporation of their board in States where such incorporation is 
required by law.” 

Seconded. , 

Rev. Jonn E. Parron, of Chickamauga Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I second the motion of Bishop Carter. 

Bisuor Berti. Is it not worth while to notice that the form, as it 
stands here, does not compel an incorporation where the State law 
does not require it? This whole amendment is unnecessary. 

Dr. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania- Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I will have to disagree with the mover of the amendment. There 
is one State in which we operate: in our Pennsylvania Conference 
which recognizes the State law first and the Discipline second. We 
have tested it and I wish you would just leave this as it is. We have 
operated under this for many years, as I understand, and I do not 
believe that you can improve upon it. 

Rey. W. H. Spaneer, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
in the third line from the bottom of this item, I move you to insert 
the words, “In trust for the Church,” which would read, “That a 
legal deed to themselves, their successors, ete., in trust for the 
Church.” 

The motion did not prevail. z 

Rev. J. W. Witson, of Allegheny Conference. I want to say this, 
that in the State from which I come we have been up against some 
of these things. You say that the church cannot be chartered unless 
it is chartered according to the State laws. Of course, we recognize 
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the fact that. this is true, but, in many instances, they bring into 
many of these charters things that the laws of the State do not re- 
quire, and that would make it very hard for the church. Now, for 
instance, just one illustration; just recently, within the last two 
weeks perhaps, a charter was gotten out by a local congregation in 
our conference and submitted to the board of local trustees for re- 
view, of which I happened to be a member, and we simply found 
in that charter things that were entirely foreign to our form of 
church government. For instance, they had the governing power 
of that charter vested in deacons and elders and so on. Now, we 
do not recognize any such thing as that in our denomination. Our 
property is held in boards of trustees and must be administered by 
such and so on. - That is only one point. Another point was this: 
It limits the amount of the funds or income of a corporation to 
$3,000 per annum. ‘There might occasions arise when they would 
want to have more money in hand per annum than $3,000. Say 
_you have a church-building enterprise, or something of that kind 
on hand. The board of trustees would have to repudiate this 
charter. This has been done in a number of instances and that is 
the reason we want to have it submitted to the conference board 
of trustees first for their approval in order that these things that 
enter into these charters that the State law does not require may be 
harmonized, etc. 

Question was called for. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 


Changes proposed: Paragraph 11, page 88, lines 6, 7, 12, 16, 17,18. 

Change article 11 to read as follows: “When a house of worship 
outside of the jurisdiction of any quarterly conference ceases to be 
used by our own people for preaching or other religious purposes, 
it shall be the duty of the presiding elder of the district in which 
such house is located to report to the annual conference, which body 
shall authorize the board of conference trustees to rent, lease, or sell 
such house of worship as they may deem. advisable and report their 
proceedings to the annual conference, which body shall have power 
to use the proceeds to pay debts on other houses of worship, build 
new houses of worship or turn the money into the funds of the Con- 
ference Church Extension Society as may seem proper, at its own 
discretion; provided, that in no case shall a church-house and its 
premises be sold without the consent of the annual conference within 
whose bounds it is located. In a conference when there is no 
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board of conference trustees, the conference shall have power to 
appoint such a board.” 


Dr. I. A. Hotsroox, of Iowa State Conference. Now, here is the 
exact difficulty that we want to obviate in the matter. For instance, 
at the time of annual conference, or a month after it, a house stands 
without any use, without having any person in it whatever, it being 
in the hands of nobody who has any power to deal with it for ten or 
twelve months. Now, I move we change the wording “report to 
the annual conference” to “the Conference Church Extension So- 
ciety.” The presiding elder reports to the Conference Church Ex- 
tension Society whose business it is, as it is now with our con fer- 
ence, and taking possession of that house and makes such disposi- ° 
tion until the annual conference, and they in turn report to the 
annual conference, which may direct the sale, or do whatever they 
please. I move a substitution of “the Conference Church Exten- 
sion Society” for “annual conference,” that, of course, will take the 
matter, will make a change in the matter that the Board of Confer- 
ence Trustees, or you can use the words “Quarterly Conference Trus- 
tees.” j 

Seconded by Rev. G. E. Bertch. 

Dr. J. S. Futron, of Allegheny Conference. That does not avoid 
the difficulty of which the brother complains. The point that he 
makes is that this property must stand idle for such a length of . 
time in one case, and in the other it becomes the duty of the pre- 
siding elder to report same to the annual conference before action 
gan be taken. If the brother will look carefully he will see that this 
is abandoned church property. I beg to say that I hope you will vote 
this just as it is from the fact that where there is in a conference 
property that is not incorporated, the individual church is vested 
in the corporation of the conference and the church extension so- 
ciety cannot dispose of the property, that is vested in the board of 
annual conference trustees. I hope that there is an abandoned pro- 
vision made, so that where there are no articles of incorporation at- 
taching to the annual. conference they still have ‘the right to appoint, 
and can appoint, their conference board of extension society as the 
trustees who must sign the papers in event of sale. 

Rev. G. E. Berrcu, of Neosho Conference. I wish to move an 
amendment to the amendment to make the paragraph read, I will 
read it the way it will read at that time to get it clear. 
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When a house of worship outside of the jurisdiction of any quar- 


terly conference ceases to be used by our own people for preaching 
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or other religious purposes, it shall be the duty of the presiding elder 
of the district in which such house is located, to report to the con- 
ference extension or board of trustees, which body shall rent, lease, 
or sell such house of worship as they may deem advisable and report 
their proceedings to the annual conference, which body shall have 
power to use the proceeds to pay debts on other houses of worship or 
turn the money into the funds of the (Conference Church Extension 
Society as may seem proper at its own discretion. In a conference 
where there is no board of conference trustees, conference shall have 
the power to appoint such a board. 

Dr. I. A. Horsroox, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
IT am willing to accept Brother Bertch’s amendment. 

Seconded. 

Rev. L. L. Eptey, of West Nebraska Conference. Mr. President, 
I would just like to ask the chair if these amendments which read, 
“Qonference Church Extension Society,” are the same as funds in 
the home missionary treasury, where it provides that conference ex- 
tension shall be funds used by the conference for the purpose of 
extending its work within its boundaries in the way of home mis- 
sionary appropriations, etc. We have used the words “Conference 
Church Erection Society” instead of “Conference Church Extension 
Society,” and words of this kind. I would like to ask if this would 
make a confusion of names and a confusion in the using of this 
money; whether it should be used by the conference missionary 
appropriations or whether it should be kept for chureh-building pur- 
poses? We have taken it to mean the latter in our conference, and 
all funds coming from sales of abandoned churches and parsonages 
has been kept for churches and parsonages only exclusively, and I 
would make a motion that we change the name of “annual confer- 
ence” to “Church Extension Society.” 

Rev. G. E. Berrcu. Doctor Holbrook has an amendment to the 
amendment and I will withdraw mine and it is included all in the 
one motion. The point we want to get is this: I think the wording 
“eonference extension” or “conference trustees” ought to be in 
there. The point we want is simply this: We find this to be true; 
every now and then, at the beginning of the conference year, we 
have an abandoned church, we know it is abandoned, we must get it 
sold. I want to put this in the hands of the conference board or 
conference trustees, or whatever you may have in the different con- 
ferences, so that during the interim of the conference that this 
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property can be handled instead of waiting probably eleven months 
until the annual conference and the conference can act upon it, 
or miss a sale or miss a rental, or something of the kind, and as 
the amendment now is, by eliminating these lines, you will find 
that it puts the power in the hands of the conference trustees, or 
extension board, or however the quarterly conference chooses to 
handle that fund. We found a ease in our conference a couple of 
years ago where we had a vacant parsonage. We knew it was va- 
cant; we got a chance to sell that parsonage. We had to make a 
contract deed and work under that until after the conference met, 
and it is a wonder we did not lose on it; we did not but it is a 
wonder. Had the conference board of trustees had power to handle 
that property we could have disposed, of ‘it to better advantage. Con- 
sequently I think, with this resolution, everything should be reported 
to the General Conference, we ought to put it in the hands of some 
committee, I am not particular what you call the committee, but you 
should put it in the hands of some committee so that they can handle 
it during the interim, with power to act and report their results. 

Question is called for. 

Tue Present. The chair is compelled to insist that, according 
to the rules, these motions, if you merge them together, must be 
written and presented to the secretary. 'Otherwise, they are out of 
order. 

Rey. G. E.. McDonatp, of Oregon Conference. We have no Con- 
ference Church Extension Society; all we have in Oregon is a Con- 
ference Church Erection Society, we have no Conference Church 
Extension Society. This would somewhat confuse the churches if 
you would turn over notes to an organization which did not exist. 

Dr. J. H. Parrerson, of East Ohio Conference. I think if you will 
study this article closely you will find that it refers all these things 
to conference boards of trustees. If they have no board of trustees, 
there will be one elected for that purpose, and, if the conference 
wishes to put it in the Conference Extension Board they have’ that as 
their privilege; if they wish to put it in the Conference Church Ex- 
tension Board, that is their privilege; if they wish to put it in the 
conference church trustees, that is their privilege. I do not believe 
we can improve upon this amendment. 

Rey. W. M. Jonzs, of North Kansas Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
this same point will affect us in Kansas. We have no Church Ex- 
tension Board, but a Church Erection Board, but evidently we ought 
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to have the same thing. It ought to be one way or the other all 
through the denomination. Now, I would like to ask a question for 
information. Brother Fulton, I believe, mentioned the fact that 
the annual conference held the church property and the only body 
eligible or the only party qualified to make a deed. In your confer- 
ence, when a church is sold, who makes that deed? In our confer- 
ence it is the Church Erection Society of the conference. Our Con- 
ference Church Board can: make a deed and does make a deed for 
sale of property, and then another matter that Brother Bertch has 
mentioned has caught us this year. We are held up until the next 
annual conference on the sale of church property, and I think there 
ought to be a uniformity and so arranged that in the case of our 
own we would not have to wait a year or lose the sale of that 
property. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I do not see how you can avoid a uniformity; simply say, 
“church erection.” We do have a Conference Church Extension 
Society which handles these matters; they can be taken care of by 
this society, and besides this society'has the title to the property and 
would not interfere very greatly with us if you would leave that out. 
Give the name and title as here used, but we could help those breth- 
ren. who happen to have a church erection society to be easily helped 
out if it simply be stated “Conference Church Extension” or “Con- 
ference Church Erection Society.” I think we need both these forms 
to be properly suited to our conditions. 

Bisuor Beuu. If the chair please, believing that we are not ready 
to act upon this, and believing that we will save time by referring 
to the committee, and allowing these gentlemen to interview - the 
committee, I move that this be yeferred to the committee. 

Motion to refer was seconded and adopted. 

Tun Prusipent. Now, we will hear the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Sunday Schools, Brotherhoods, and Young People’s Work. 

Dr. A. E. Wricut, of Northern Tllinois Conference. The Commit- 
tee on Evangelism: is ready to report. It maked a change in the 
Discipline. 

On motion of Doctor Spayd, it was referred to the printer without 
reading. i 

Secretary Keppel then read the Report on Sunday School, Brother- 
hood, and Young People’s Work. 

It was agreed to consider it item by item. 
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Secretary Keppel read the first, second and third items: 


REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOL, BROTHERHOOD, AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S WORK. 
Your Committee on Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young Peo- 
ple’s Work, presents the following partial report: 
We recommend, First—That there be a Board of Control of Sun- 
day School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work. 
Second—That there be two executive committees; one for Sunday- 
school and Brotherhood work, and one for Young People’ Ss work. 
Third—That the General Conference provide a General Secretary 
for the Department of Sunday School and Brotherhood Work. 


These were adopted without change. 

Secretary Keppel read the fourth item: i 

Fourth—That the General Conference provide a general secre- 
tary for the Young People’s Work at a salary not to exceed $1,600, 
to be paid from a fund provided in the next recommendation. 

Rev. J. T. Fosrrr, of West Virginia Conference. I move to elim- 
inate that item. It will be an impossibility to multiply secretaries. 
According to the financial system planned, we can easily do with a 
less number than we have had heretofore. That is the reason I make 
the motion. 

Rev. L. L. Eptey, of West Nebraska Conference. In harmony with 
a request of the Committee on Sunday-school and Young People’s 
Work, I desire to present two things to this General Conference. 
In the first place we have under consideration now a department full 
of wonderful, latent possibilities. I stand before you representing, 
this morning, eighty-nine thousand young people of the United 
Brethren Church; eighty-nine thousand young people who have not 
been recognized by this Church as they should have been recognized. 
Our Young People’s work, until four years ago, had no standing in 
this General Conference at all. Four years ago the General Con- 
ference tacked us on to the tail end of another department, and 
that department, important as it is, required the attention of the 
board that had it in hand during these four years, and, while I am 
not complaining or criticizing, I do insist that this department has 
not received the recognition it should have received from this Gen- 
eral Conference, and the recognition that the same department is 
receiving from other churches. Our young people so many times, 
when they come in contact with the executive officers of the Young 
People’s Department of other churches, say, “Why can’t we have an 
executive officer who does for us what these general secretaries do 
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In the second place, I submit that this Young People’s Department, 
is being exploited by every. other department of the Church. It 
raises money, it raises funds for the educational department of the 
other general boards. All of them work among the Young People’s 
Society and ask them to have mission ‘study classes and classes of 


this kind, asking for everything to come their way. They do not 


want to give up anything coming our way. I believe that this de- 
partment of the Church could be made doubly effective and could 
be made the strongest arm of the Church that we have, standing side 
by side with the Sunday school, if we had a general secretary who 
could have charge of this religious education and of the promotion 
of the department of the young people in our Church. That is the 
reason why we have made this recommendation. It has been care- 
fully considered and it seems to me that this Church cannot afford 
to refuse this request. 

With regard to the multiplication of secretaries, I have this to 
say. We will never have too many secretaries so long as we have 
something for them to do. I do not care whether it is ten or twenty, 
if there is work for them’to do and work to be done in order to make 
it successful we will have to have a man for that work. I do not 
care how many we need, I do not believe that this Conference ought 
to put itself on record as saying, ““We will put a limit here and never 
go beyond it, no matter what the needs or requirements are.” I 
simply want to present this matter to you and open it up for you 
and then I want to ask Doctor Shupe, while he is not a member of 
this body, he has been in touch with ‘the Young People’s work from 


its incipiency. He is the Editor of the Watchword, and I would 


like to have him speak to you, as he can do it so well and so much 
better than I can, for I am sure we want to consider this, not from any 
preconceived notion of limiting the number of general secretaries. 
without any idea of false economy which will say we cannot pay 
another man a salary without a prejudice of any kind, considering it 
on its merits. We plead with you, brethren, to consider this propo- 
sition on its merits without prejudice. Lay aside every preconceived 
notion and allow this matter to be presented to you as it should be 
presented. I call for Doctor Shupe as an advisory member of this. 
General Conference. : 

Dr. EL F. Suups, editor of the Watchword. Mr. Chairman, I am 
sure that if I were to assume to advise, you would probably resent it. 
You have called upon me to present my view of it, and so I shall be 

289 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


glad to talk it over with you. The speaker preceeding me has pleaded 
for an open mind on this subject, and, if I have been. able to analyze 
this General Conference, you may well be called the General Confer- 
ence of the open mind and forward look. The key-note address that 
was given to this General Conference said that the United Brethren 
progressed, the eagle of United Brethren progress was to go forward 
on the two wings, intelligence and evangelism, and this item and this 
whole report have very,much to do with both of these wings. We are 
giving attention to the promotion of intelligence in the denomination. 
The two agencies specifically advising for religious education .and 
training are the Sunday school and Christian Endeavor society, 
Sunday school and Young People’s department. You have been pro- 
viding three cents per member as a fund and electing a secretary to 
take care of these two chief departments of religious education. 
Now, there is a great deal of religious education being done in our 
churches and in these two fields by other departments. There is 
provided, out of the funds contributed by the Church, an Assistant 
Secretary to the Foreign Mission Board, who’ is on the job all the 
year for giving foreign mission training and instruction with funds, 
available to attend the conferences and promote this work. At the 
same time that board has funds available to send missionaries into 
our conventions of other kinds to give foreign missionary instrue- 
tion. . The same is true of the home board; .and educational, to give 

us education in these important fields. The Woman’s Missionary — 
Society also looks to the Young Women’s Secretary to give the 
young women of our Church missionary training and missionary in- 
struction. You also provide a Christian Stewardship Secretary to 
give instruction on the matter of giving more money, provide for 
instruction in these lines; then you provide for a department spe- 
cifically designed for this work. More money and.more educators 
and more leaders.. I do not know whether you have ever stopped to 
analyze your mind or not in its duty towards religious training and 
instruction. Practically all this instruction provided for in these 
departments that I have mentioned is provided for indirectly through 
these boards that have funds coming in, and you permit them to do 
this educational work, and the successes of these departments show 
the wisdom of. their doing educational work, for what departments 
are making greater progress than. those that are doing educational 
work? If this is your duty or not, when it comes to providing for 
religious education, you at once begin to limit the providing of 
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money for that kind of secretaries. It has been true for a number of 
General Conferences, as I have observed, when the college comes for 
such help, your mind is made up, and when the Sunday school and 
Christian Endeavor come to ask for provision for promoting these 
distinctive agencies there is a tendency to do the same thing. In 
other words, you will provide secretaries for teaching us how to give 
and for training for specific business, except for education, religious 
training. Now, this topic also, or this question also, relates to the 
other wing of evangelism. I wish I could speak ox this great thought 
of evangelism and you applaud because of the old-fashioned evan- 
gelism of our Church, but you will recall that the United Brethren 
Church came into existence to correct the danger of the theory of. 
child evangelism that received the children into the church and did 
not train them into religious life and’ work when they came to the 
age of making their own choice. You also applaud the principle that 
characterized our Church in the beginning, that of trying to bring 
men and women to the child. mind. Now, we will not go further with 
this thought of evangelism until we include in the program proper 
religious direction and training for the youth and the Christian 
Endeavor society among all your agencies stands specifically for 
that, supremely for that, and so, with the idea of going forward in 
evangelism alone, you cannot make provision for this. 

Now, I would like to present a thought on the other; the part that 
is not before us. If I were the General Conference, and you know 
more than I know at this moment, I would make provision, first, to 
provide instruction and development of these fields, these agencies 
in these fields for the religious education and training, namely, of 
the Sunday school and Christian Endeavor work. First, I would 
make proper provision for that. J think it is unprovided for. With 
this unprovided for you will come to the end of your specific edueca- 
tion along missionary and giving lines, so I would first make pro- 
vision for that, and you cannot make provision for that, in my judg- 
ment, by eliminating the provision to have somebody give attention 
to that, so my remarks are of a rather general character, but I hope 
that you may see it in its relation to other departments and other 
fields of work. 

Dr. R. J. Wuirte, of Erie Conference. I am in favor of the motion 
to ‘strike out. In regard to the necessity of caring for the young 
_people, looking after them and training them, they are very appro- 
priate and helpful, and it is important that we should look to these 
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things, but it does seem to me that this is already provided for in 
other ways and that we do not need an additional secretary. What 
is this secretary to do? Not anything to do with the literature, for 
that is already provided for. You would judge from the remarks 
made that we entirely neglect the young people, but we have pro- 
vided for them the Watchword, and that paper is very fine and it does 
for the young people just what our brethren so eloquently pleaded 
for. If this secretary would not edit the paper, what would he do? 
Hold annual institutes, I suppose, and help conduct conventions. 
Perhaps write articles for the Religious Telescope, but the Religious 
Telescope already provides for that. My brethren, why shouldn’t we 
have a secretary for the prayer-meeting? [Laughter.] Why, the 
prayer-meeting is the life of the church, isn’t it? [Applause.] And 
why shouldn’t we have a secretary to go over this Church and arouse 
and awaken and build up enthusiasm in regard to the Church? 
[ Voices, That is true.] I think that the tendency is for an easy 
way; the end desired is simply to elect a secretary. I am in favor 
of the motion to strike out. Why not have another secretary also 
for the choir? We need to have instruction in music, it is a very 
important part of public worship, and I think we need an expert in 
that line. 

Dr. P. O. Boneprake, of Oregon Conference. I appreciate the 
remarks that Doctor White has made, but yet I disagree with him. 
His remarks will pertain as directly to the Sunday school as to the 
Endeavor society. Why have a Sunday-school Secretary? We have 
our literature, we have our editors, and that work will be cared for; 
but it needs a leader and you know, if you are in touch with. the 
Young People’s work, that is not up to the standard; it ought to 
be and it cannot be except it is centralized into one enthusiastic 
organizing head, which ought to be the head of that department. 
Doctor Shupe is doing nobly, but he cannot do all of this any more 
than Doctor Fout can do all the work for the Sunday school; it is 
_impossible. We need a head for this department; we feel it wherever 
we have.a Sunday-school society; we need the enthusiasm coming 
from that department. We need the instruction of a propert organ- 
ization to systematize our work, and I am in favor of this paper 
as it stands. 

Mr. C. E. Biciow, of Lower Wabash Conference. I would like to 
eall attention to a few things on this side of the question. J think 
I am not mistaken when TI say that the aid furnished us was nearly 
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$1,200 this quadrennium. Without definite supervision it dropped 
to something like $500, possibly, this quadrennium. There are six- 
teen hundred societies; they pay an annual due of fifty cents per 
member. There is $800 more, making $2,000. There are five hundred 
Junior societies that pay twenty-five cents per member, making 
$125 more, making $2,125 that you may reasonably expect to come 
_ directly into that department from the young people, and we are only 
asking for a secretary at a salary of $1,600. Do you want us to hitch 
up to the Church or do you not? [Applause. | 

Dr. J. M. Knicur, of East Tennessee Conference. One of the 
gentlemen referred to the Watchword as the organ of the Young 
People’s work, and that that could do the work, and that we do not 
need a secretary. I would like to remind him that the Home Mission 
Board, Foreign Mission Board, and our Sunday-school Board, with 
their secretaries, and some of them more than one secretary, have 
their departments in our church papers also. I want to say this, 
that we are now laying our hands on one of the latent forces and 
powers of this Church; that if we give it a chance it will make the 
whole denomination throb and be strong with its influence. We have 
neglected to do two things already. In my own country there are a 
number of mountain streams which flow down, and have for cen- 
turies, into the Tennessee River, and then into the Ohio, and then 
into the Mississippi, and on into the Gulf, and on to the ocean with- 
out any power, without any force, without accomplishing anything 
whatever, but, in recent years men have built dams across these 
rivers; two of them 85,000 horse-power; one of 500,000 horse-power, 
and we are conserving the force and power of the water that has been 
- flowing off for centuries, that has not accomplished very much. We 
are beginning to utilize that force and power, and now we want to 
utilize, the foree and power of our young people and we want to 
look well to this matter, and we need to put a man in charge whose 
heart and life is consecrated to God and our young people, and who 
will bring out this latent force and power that will accomplish some- 
thing. If you will give the young people a chance at this Church, 
‘at this denomination, I will tell you we will feel a power that we 
have not hitherto felt before. [Applause. ] E 

Rev. W. L. Cuicpress, of Louisiana Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I am heartily in favor of this recommendation to elect a secretary for 
the Young People’s society of this Church, and I think it is a wise 
thing. We cannot afford to defeat this clause in this report. We are 
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able to support a secretary and we need a secretary for this work, 
and, if some of the brethren who oppose a secretary should be placed 
in a secretary’s position, they would find it is not a sineeure to be 
a general secretary in this Church. I think we need a secretary, and 
| think we ought to elect a secretary. 

Question is called for. 

Dr. S. W. Paux, of East Tennessee Conference. A question. The 
item immediately following this provides that an assessment be made. 
I would like to inquire whether that would interfere with the Finance 
Commission ? 

Voices. None whatever. 

Rev. G. W. Burverr, of West Virginia Conference. I notice on 
two or three occasions, special emphasis has been laid upon the young, 
and it has been applauded time and again. I am one who has felt 
the need of some one who could be in the lead of this great and 
mighty force, and I am sure to-day that there are thousands of young 
men and young women, the young people of our Church, who are 
looking this way hoping that something may be done to help them. 
You ask them to assist in church work; you ask them to assist in a 
general way; they have been paying hundreds and hundreds of dol- 
lars into our Church. These funds certainly have not come amiss; 
you have certainly appreciated them. In some places something abso- 
lutely must be done. If this General Conference takes no action to 
relieve the situation, as it now stands, discouragements are going 
to follow; the young people will become discouraged over it. I am 
sure that I speak the absolute thought to-day coming from the minds 
of hundreds of young people of our Church. I do trust and pray 
this Conference will not do anything to discourage the young people 
who are coming on, who will bear the responsibilities that we are 
now bearing and sharing, who will bear them in a few years to come. 
Let us make out of them all we can. I believe to-day that before 
God if there is any class of men and women who need our help and 
support to-day it is the Christian Endeavor society throughout this 
Church: [Applause.] 

Question is called for, 

Dr. J. G. Huser. Can I have a word? Having been president 
of this movement for four years— 

Voices. Sure; hear, hear. 

Doctor Huser. Mr. Chairman, I want to say that this recom- 
mendation does not come from the board. In former years a recom- 
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mendation like this came from the Young People’s Board. I think 
it did eight years ago, and Doctor White made the speech that he 
made this morning eight years ago, in the city of Topeka, against it; 


‘but. if I interpret the pulse of this gathering this morning, there is 


a desire to get something to meet this: which is required and so 
greatly needed among’ the thousands of our young people, but it 
don’t come from the board. It comes from this committee and this 
committee is composed of intellectual preachers and laymen, and, so 
far as I know, to a man they are here this morning to ask for a 
secretary, and they asked Doctor Shupe to come here; he did: not 
volunteer to come here and tell this Conference that we are in com- 
petition with the financial boards of this Church. They had their 
matters so arranged that they have educational secretaries who: go 
to our own conventions, and they have speakers there to do educa- 
tional work. I have here a provisional program for the Young Peo- 
ple’s convention in the State of Ohio, that will be held’ in a few 
weeks, and the Home Missionary Educational Secretary is on, and 
the Foreign Missionary Educational Secretary is on, and why should 
not a paid educational representative be here for the young people ? 
For twenty-five years there has been none excepting a few months in 
the past four years, and it is just as fair for you to ask these boards 
to abandon their educational departments as for you to insist that the 
Young People’s movement have no leader on educational lines, and 
you ought to ask them to abandon it, and, whether you mean it or © 
not, I am here this morning to ask a question, whether with all this 
missionary education, and I believe in missions, every inch of me I 
believe in missions, but I am asking you, under these conditions, 
when the Young People’s work must depend on voluntary. contri- 
butions in going to branch conventions and institutes, whether under 
these conditions, whether we are not developing a lopsided youth 
and an underlying element of education in Christian expression in 
the study of a definite word in loyalty to the Church. I believe that 
the laymen of this Conference understand the needs of the young 
people, as, perhaps, many of the preachers do not. [Applause.] - 

Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. I think we all 
agree on the question although, on its face, it looks like we disagree. 
Who is the man here who does not believe in touching the latent 
life and pulse of this Church ¢ but it seems to do this, we must: have 
in every case a head leader. We must have this. If it is a missionary 

secretary, he must confine himself to the education of missionaries 
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and missionary zeal and missionary power. I suppose it would be 
clear out of order for that man to give any life and any impetus and 
power, and any instruction on Sunday schools because he is a mis- 
sionary secretary, and the same’ will apply to all secretaries down the 
line. We must have now a specifie man whose duties shall be to edu- 
cate young people of our country along young people’s work. I be- 
lieve that it is the duty of the Bishops, it is the duty of the super- 
intendents, it is the duty of the pastors, it is the duty of every officer 
clear down the line to teach and encourage the young people. I am in 
favor of touching the young life, but I say it can be done by the 
machinery that we have to-day if that machinery is utilized rather 
than increase the machinery. 

Question is called for. 

Tue Presipent. The question is called upon the elimination of 
this fourth item. 

Rey. L. L. Eprey. A point of order. According to your rules of 


order, the committee has a right to close the discussion, and I want 


to waive, as a representative of that committee, and call upon Brother 
_ Biglow and Professor Good to close this discussion. 


Mr. C. E. Bictow, of Lower Wabash Conference. Mr. Chair- 


man, the only word I wish to say, a great deal of emphasis has been 
put upon the thought that this Church has given the Young People’s 
society the Watchword. I want to say that the Watchword hes 
paid its own way. [Applause.] 

Pror. I. J. Goon, of Indiana Central University. Mr. Chairman, 


if we are going to educate the youth of our Church, we cannot. ex- 


pect to educate the older people. If we are going to educate, it must 
be done when they are young. It is not merely a matter of education, 
it is a matter of training. If we expect the Church in twenty-five 
years from to-day to be a missionary church, to be a chureh which 
will be up on Christian finance, it must be taught now to the young 
people, and I can give Doctor White the reason why we should have 
an organization for the Christian Endeavor, and that is, that if we 
wanted to do away with about six other secretaries, let us get one 
organizer, one general, for the young people of to-day, and in twenty- 
five years from to-day, possibly, we will not need an edueator for 
the men who are fifty years old. Maybe we will not need the othe. 
fifteen or sixteen secretaries. Let us put in a seeretary who will 
organize the young people in mission study, in Bible study, and bring 
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them up on the finances, and then the Church will come along and 
prosper. ; 

Secretary Kepren. Tf want to move an amendment to this article. 
TI desire to move the following amendment to the article that has 
just been voted upon. That we strike out all of that article after 
the word “work,” so that the article will read, “That the General 
Conference provide a general secretary for the Young People’s Work.” 

Seconded. 8 

Secretary Krppet. The purpose of this motion is twofold: The 
General Conference has a Committee on Salaries. The General Con- 
ference should fix all salaries at one time. Secondly, I want, when 
we go down a little farther, to move an amendment to strike out the 
ten cents assessment because we want the Committee on Budget to’ 
adjust all of these matters instead of each one of the departments: 
coming in and fixing its apportionment. 

Amendment adopted. 

The item, as amended, was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read Item five: 


Fifth—That an assessment of ten cents per member be authorized 
for the Board of Control, one-fifth of which shall be set aside ex- 
clusively for the Young People’s work—Children’s Day and Brother- 
hood offerings to be used for its Sunday School and: Brotherhood 
Department; anniversary offerings and annual dues to be used for 
the Young People’s Department. 


Srcretary Keppeu. I desire to offer this amendment to Item Five, 
that we substitute the word “apportionment” for the word “assess- 
ment of ten cents per member,” so that it will read that “an appor- 
tionment shall be authorized for the Board of Control,” ete. 

Seconded. 

Dr. R. J. Wurrr. It seems to me that this is in conflict with what 
we have already adopted on Christian Stewardship. 

Secretary Kepret. That is what this motion provides for. It au- 
thorizes the Commission on Finance to do this. 

Seconded. 

This amendment was adopted. 

The item, as amended, was adopted. 

Bisnop Bexiu. If the chair please, and members of the General 
Conference, there is with us a representative from the Evangelical 
Church. J move that this report be temporarily ‘laid on the table, 
so this representative can be introduced. 
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This was done by common consent. 

Tne Presipina BisHop. May I eall attention to the fact that this 
is a day for combining our energies for the purpose of bettering the 
grace of our kingdom, and this brother represents the United Evan- 
gelical Church, an educator with a spirit of evangelism. He comes 
to us and we receive him gladly, and I have the pleasure of intro- 
ducing to you the fraternal delegate, Rev. E. K. Yeakel, of El Paso, 
Illinois, presiding elder of the Illinois Conference... 

Rey. EK. K. Yeakel addressed the Conference, and Dr. J. P. Landis 
responded. i 

The quartet then sang, “I Will Anchor to the Rock of Ages.” 

Tue Presipent. The pastor of the Otterbein Church, Rev. H. J. 
Fisher, will speak a word or two concerning a souvenir that he wants 
to give every delegate. 

Rev. H. J. Fisner. Mr. President, the mother church, whose repre- 
sentative I happen to be at this time, would like to present this 
greeting to this General Conference. 

Mr. Fisher then read the printed portion of a paper which gave 
the history of the old Otterbein Church and an appeal for funds to 
erect a monument over the grave of Bishop Otterbein. : 

Rey. E. R. Baser. The Boundary Committee is very anxious to 
present their report. 

On motion of Doctor Funk, this report was referred to the printer 
without reading, and also a partial report of the Committee on 
Government of the Church. = 

Rey. G. E. McDonatp, of Oregon Conference. I move that in ae- 
cordance with the decision of this body to elect a General Secretary 
of Christian Stewardship, that his order of election be after the 
election of Home Missionary Secretary. 

Seconded by Bishop Weekley. ; 

Tue Presiwent. This will be referred to the proper committee. 

The Report of the Committee on Education was referred to the 
printer. 

A motion to adjourn was adopted and benediction was pronounced 
by Rey. J. E. Patton, of Chickamauga Conference. 
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FIFTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
: Turspay, May 13, 1913. 
Conference convened at the usual hour, with Bishop Bell in the 


_ chair. 


Professor Ruebush announced hymns, “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me,” 
also “Jesus, Lover of MyeSoul.” 

Tue Presipent. Rey. J. L. Brandenburg, of Indiana Conference, 
will read the Scriptures and*lead us in prayer. 

The first Psalm was read, and Conference stood during prayer. 

Turn Presippnt. Have you any miscellaneous business? If not, 
we will proceed to consider the Report of the Committee on Sunday 
School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work. The secretary will 
read the next paragraph for your consideration. 

Secretary Keppel read Item Six: 


Sixth—That the General Conference provide a religious education 
council, whose duty shall be to promote religious education in the 
Church, this council to consider and correlate all plans for religious 
education proposed by the several departments of the Church, this 
eounceil to consist of the secretary, or other authorized representative, 

of the Sunday School and Brotherhood Department, the Young Peo- 

ple’s Department, the Home Missionary Society, the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society, the Woman’s Missionary Association, Bonebrake 
Seminary, the Board of Education, and such other departments as 
engage in distinctively religious education in the Church, together 
with a pastor and a layman, and the editors of the Telescope and the 
Watchword. 

Dr. J. M. Putvurrit. May I ask a question? In this section, it 
refers to the editors of the Telescope. I wonder whether this word 
“editors” means the entire Telescope force, or what? 

Rev. L. L. Erney, of West Nebraska. I would call for Doctor 
Shupe to explain this. 

Dr. H. F. Saupe. This provision for a Religious Education Coun- 
eil is a companion piece to the legislation already adopted, wherein 
you brought together plans for raising the money for the benevolent 
boards. It seemed fitting that the departments of the Church that 
are especially charged with the problem of religious education in the 
Church, should recommend a method, a simple method for the ecor- 
relating of this educational work, and it means this, so far as the 
conception of it, so far as the conception of those who outline this 
program is concerned. All these departments here named, are now 
engaged in religious education. In the past each department has 
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planned its own method, and very largely independent of the other 
departments carried out these methods. In other words, those en- 
gaged in missionary education did not necessarily consult the Sunday- 
school and Christian Endeavor secretaries or committees as to whether 
their plans fit into the plans of the Sunday school, Sometimes these 
plans overlap. The meaning of this is, that all these departments 
engaged in this kind of education shall, by their secretaries or per- 
sons appointed, come together and present their plans for education 
in the churches to be correlated, if possible. Now, as to the authority 
for this, it goes no farther than the authority or influence for the 
proper correlation and consideration of the rights of others. There 
is not conferred here any authority to forbid any department from 
going forward with the plans that they may have, to be approved by 
this board or this council. This council. could say, if it desires, 
this plan is not approved. 

Dr. H. H. Four, of Miami Conference. I want to call in question 
the use of the term “education,” as it is applied to this combination 
of organizations. The education here referred to, I understand, 
applies to policies. The use of the term “religious education,” as 
it is generally recognized to-day, applies to real life, and the very 
fact that the Sunday-school editors are not included in this arrange- 
ment leads me to eall attention to this matter, and to ask for a 
definition as to what we mean by religious education. That is a 
very extravagant use of the term “religious education” as understood 
to-day by educators generally. 

Rev. M. R. Bauiincer, of Sandusky Conference. I wish to offer 
an amendment to the last line. Just before the word “Telescope,” 
insert “Sunday-school literature,” and it will read, “and the editors 
of the Sunday-school literature, Telescope, and the Watchword.” 

Seconded. 

Dr: H. H. Four. I wish to ask another question. How will this 
affect the policy or program of the Director of Religious Education 2 
I would like Doctor Shupe to tell us just what he has in mind. 

Doctor’ Suupr. In answer to the last question, the Director of 
Religious Education would represent the board that would employ 
him, and he would come into this Conference probably, with the wis- 
dom that would plan the whole program or at least enable these other 
departments to agree upon a plan. Now, let me say further if you 
will, that in the recommendation that was made, the editors of the 
Telescope and Watchword were not included, because that unbalances 
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this plan. This originally included the secretaries of these depart- 
ments that are engaged in doing this instructional work, and training 
work, ete. It added to that the pastor. He would come into that 
council with the pastor’s viewpoint, and a layman who would come 
into it with a layman’s viewpoint. If you add these editors, you are 
going to give the undue influence in that council to those who are 
not directly connected with the specific work that is included in this, 
and as far as my conception of it is concerned, J think that none of 
the editors ought to be included in this. As to the term of “Religious 
Education,” it may be too ambiguous. It may be that some other 
word would fit it better. I think you see what it is meant to include, 
and that word may be too ambiguous, although I regard it as fitting. 

Dr. H. H. Four. I would prefer that we would not vote this 
amendment since Doctor Shupe has explained his position. I don’t 
believe that you would want to interfere with the plan of religious 
education from a psychological viewpoint. As the Director of the 
Department of Religious Education and as Sunday-school editors, 
we undertake to deal with real life in its various stages of develop- 
ment; I am afraid of confusion. We had better understand this line 
of education or these lines, to represent two entirely different phases 
of educational work; one dealing with policies, and the other with 
child life. 

Dr. J. M. Puiuuipri. I think the sentence ought to stop with the 
word “layman.” 

Dr. J.. W. Litty, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, I move 
that you strike out all after the word “layman,” which would exclude 
the editors of the Sunday-school literature, Telescope, and Watch- 
word. 

The amendment to the amendment was adopted, and the item as 
amended was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel then read Item Seven: 


Seventh—That, in harmony with a recommendation from the Sun- 
day-school Board, Colonel Robert Cowden “be elected Sunday-school 
Secretary Emeritus, with half salary.” 

W. F. Grover, Chairman. 
Joun W. Owen, Secretary.! 


‘De R. J. Wurtrs, of Erie Conference. Mr. Chairman, I move you 
that the words, “with half salary,” be stricken out. 
Seconded by Mr. Jay M. Cogan. 
Docror Wuite. I think, Mr. President, that it is a very unsafe 
thing to set this example. I think no one has a higher appreciation 
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of our good brother, Robert Cowden, than myself. I esteem him 
very highly, but, when we begin this matter, where are we going to 
stop? It practically means in the outcome, an election to one of 
these offices is an election for life and support as long as a man lives. 
When you tell us in one breath that we have got to have money and 
that money is needed, and that the cause of God is dying out for the 
need of money, I think that it is very unwise to go ahead and vote 
money in this way. These general officers are faithful, good men, ~ 
but not more so than the men in the rank and file who raise this 
money. If we are ready to pension, from beginning to end, all right. 
But, are we ready to do it, and are we willing to continue? When 
you pension one man and the next man is to be pensioned, where 
ean you draw a distinction? Hence, I sm opposed to it. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesraker, of Oregon Conference. In part, this time, ~ 
I agree with, Brother White. I cannot see, according to our system 
of polity, where we are going to stop if we begin. All of these breth- 
ren are good and noble, their services are appreciated, but how are 
we going to draw a line of distinction? The whole system is wrong, 
If we hold fast to the rules of our polity, which is democratic, no 
man is above any other man in the order of elder or of the laity. 
Brother White is right in his theory. 

Mr. J. W. Martin, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Will this come 
under the budget system? 

Tue Preswwentr. It would come, I would say, from the income 
provided in item five. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. It seems to 
me this belongs to the Committee on Salaries, to which committee 
other matters of this kind have been referred, and I move this part 
be referred to the Committee on Salaries. 

Tue Presipent. The chair hears no second. 

Jupce S. W. Lorr, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
think this amendment ought to carry. We have about reached the 
limit on the matter of salaries. If you adopt this report, you are 
establishing a bad precedent and one that will give you lots of trouble 
in the future. Who will be the next, if you adopt this? Who will 
be the next secretary to receive a salary as secretary emeritus? 

The question was called for. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. As chairman of this 
committee, I think I ought to make this explanation. There is just 
a little difference in this case from any other case that has been b 
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fore the General Conference in the last. twelve years, to my knowl- 
edge. Colonel Cowden is not a minister. He does not sustain the 
same relation to the Church that you ministers sustain, and there- 
fore, has no claim whatever on the Ministerial Relief Fund in the 
Church, or in the Conference. We are all aware of the fact that 
Colonel Cowden has given to the Church all that there was of him, 
and practically everything that the Church has given to him has been 
given back to the Church, has not only given himself to the Church, 
but he has given back the money that the Church has given to him; 
so that the members of the committee were a unit in asking that 
Colonel Cowden be elected secretary emeritus, with some salary, and 
it is simply as to the amount. Certainly this is no precedent, or 
certainly it is not a dangerous one. If the amount is excessive, 
then reduce the amount, but you cannot afford, this Conference can- 
not afford, this Church cannot afford, to turn down a layman in his 
old age who has given all his time and all the money given him, back 
to the Church. There is that difference between Colonel Cowden ~ 
and you and me. 

Rev. §. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I wish simply to give this 
word of explanation. About twelve years ago, when our worthy Pub- 
lishing Agent, W. J. Shuey, was retired, the committee thought that 
he should receive a certain amount of salary as a pension. The same 
principle was involved, and the General Conference set the precedent 
then, that they would not do these things. Therefore I think we 
should not do it. . 

The question is generally called for. 

The amendment to strike out was adopted, and the item as 
amended was adopted. The report as a whole was then adopted. 

Mr. E. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. I would like to make a 
motion which may not be in order. 

Tue Presipenr. Proceed. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. I believe it is right. I agree with the prin- 
ciple which has been mentioned in the question of emeritus sal- 
aries. I cannot: forget the work that has been done by Brother 
Cowden. I cannot forget what he has suffered within the last few 
weeks on account of the flood in Dayton, and I move that the 
Commission on Finance be instructed by this Conference to pro- 
vide for this year only, $1,000, to be paid to Colonel Cowden as the 
Secretary Emeritus of the Sunday School Board, 

Seconded by Dr, 1. R. Funk. 
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Mr. A. H. Lavcnsaum, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman. 
T second that motion also. 

This motion was passed saunatnouels amid great applause. 

The consideration of the Report on Churches and Parsonages was 
resumed by general consent, after having been reported back by the 
committee. 

Docror Futon. The changes made by the committee are these : 
Under Article 6, in the third line from the bottom, after the word 
“fees,” insert the words “in trust for the charge of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ.” In the last line of paragraph eleven, and also of 
paragraph twelve, change the word ‘ ‘appoint” to “elect.” 

Tur Presipent. The report is before you as read by the chairman 
of the committee. What is your pleasure? Is it now satisfactory, 
and are you ready to vote ? 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. Did I understand that they made that change 
that was especially discussed this morning? What did-they do with 
that Conference Extension and Conference Erection Society ? 

Docror Futron.. We left it exactly as it was, and we did it for 
this reason. If you will read just before the words “Church Ex- 
tension,” you will discover that the Conference has the right to 
vote the money to pay the debts on other churches or to build new 
churches. I think that ought to cover the situation. 

Tue Presipent. This report was referred back to the committee 
and is now re-offered to the body. Shall we have a motion to have it 
adopted as read in its amended form ? 

Pror. A. A. Maysinues, of Miami Conference. I move it be adopted. 

Rev. G. E. Berrou. I move to adopt that, item by item. 

This was agreed to. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. When this 
item was tabled we were considering item eleven, now we take it up 
and I think we were on Article 11. 

Tue Presipent. The chair heard a motion to adopt it as read 
and also motion to adopt it, item by item. Read the first item. 

Secretary Keppel read: 


Changes proposed—Paragraph 6, page 88, lines 7, 8, 9. 

That Article 6 shall be changed to read as follows: “No board of 
trustees shall begin the building of a church-house or parsonage 
without first submitting their plans and estimates of lot, or lots, and 
building to the official board or quarterly conference for consider 
ation. approval, and direction. Nor shall they proceed te buy or 
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build without first procuring an incorporation of their board such 
as the State requires, and approved by the board of annual confer- 
ence trustees, nor without securing and recording a legal deed to 
themselves and their successors in office for the real estate which they 
purchase, nor until they have the necessary means either in hand or 
sufficiently assured, thus securing harmony of action, and avoiding 
the encumbering of our houses of worship and parsonages with 
embarrassing’ - debts.” 


Rev. W. M. Jones. I would like to ask, Does our Church rec- 
ognize the church property as belonging to the Church generally, or 
to the local church ? 

Tur Presipent. I believe our connectionalism makes it a part 
of the property of the Charch in general, held in custody by the 
local trustees. 

Rey. W. M. Jones. Then, if that is the case, Brother Bishop, 
there are some State laws, if you take out a charter, which make 
it the property of the local church. 

Tue Presipent. Yes, sir. 

Rev. W. M. Jones. I just wonder if this General Conference 
wants to avoid that? 

This item was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 

Changes proposed—Paragraph 11, page 88, lines 6, 7, 12, 16, 17, 18. ° 

Change Article 11 to read as follows: “When a house of worship 
outside of the jurisdiction of any quarterly conference ceases to be 
used by our own people for preaching or other religious purposes, 
it shall be the duty of the presiding elder of the district. in which 
such house is located to report to the annual conference, which body 
shall authorize‘ the board of conference trustees to rent, lease, or 
sell such house of worship as they may deem advisable, and report 
their proceedings to the annual conference, which body shall have 
power to use the proceeds to pay debts on other houses of worship, 
build new houses of worship, or turn the money into the funds of 
the Conference Church Extension Society as may seem proper, at its 
own discretion; provided, that in no case shall-a church-house and its 
premises be sold without the consent of the annual conference within 
whose bounds it is located. In a conference, when there is no 
board of conference trustees, the conference shall have power to 
appoint such a board.” 


Rev. W. M. Jonrs. I move to amend by inserting after the words, 
“Qhurch Extension Society,” “or Church Erection Society.” Some 
conferences have one and some another. 

Seconded by Rey, G. F. McDonald. Reeeetnt 34 
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Rev. W. L. Cuiwpress, of Louisiana Conference. I ask for in- 
formation. The Conference Church Extension Soceity in the con- 
ference I come from has charge of the home mission work. They 
do not build churches or erect the parsonages. Now, this states that 
money may be turned into their hands and I favor the motion that 
states “Church Erection Board.” 

Rey. T. W. Pers, of Southwest Kansas Conference. I do not 
think we want to vote that amendment. It is right as it is. It is 
the conference board of trustees which may be the Chureh Erection 


Society, and if they desire to pay it into the missionary fund or 


conference extension, they can do it. I think it is clear. 
Dr. D. D. Lowery. I do not see why we should really debate this 


question, because the brethren here told us that they have in their. 


conferences instead of church extension, the church erection. "We 
have in our conference the church extension instead of the church 
erection, which does work which is proposed to be done by this 
paper, and it suits our conference. We can have this paper voted 
through just as it is, but then I would not be fair if I would leave 
out of my consideration the conferences which have something differ- 
ent, which have a Church Erection Society. Now, let us be fair 
and this will cover every need in every conference, and I am per- 
fectly satisfied to add these three words, “Church Erection Society.” 
It does not. take up so much space in the Discipline to add just 
those three words, so as to adapt it to every condition. When I 
say this I speak advisably, because of the importance of just such 
a thing as this. At least it would be exceedingly important in the 
Yast Pennsylvania Conference. Under the laws of Pennsylvania, 
we have had conditions arising when it was absolutely necessary to 
show in the Discipline that we have such a provision by which the 
Church Extension Society can do what is proposed to be done in 
the legal transaction in which we were engaged, and because we had 
the foundation of the Discipline to stand upon, we could proceed 
without being hampered by legal technicalities such as lawyers are 
sure to bring up. 

The question was called for. 

Dr. C. W. Kurrz, of Miami Conference. I think the most simple 
way to dispose of this item would be to strike out “Church Extension 
Society.” In our own conference, several years ago we had the 
Church Extension Board or Society, the Chureh Erection Society 
and also the Home Mission Board. Then we elected a board of 
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chureh trustees. This board was authorized to hold the real estate - 
of the conference. This board transacted all the business relative 
to church extension or conference church erection. If, during the 
year, anything needs to be done, this is the board that transacts the 
business. I think that if all the conferences would come to that 
simple plan we would be more uniform in all our work. 

Doctor Lowery. Mr. President, may I explain something? 

Tue Preswent. You may explain. 

Docror Lowery. Merely this explanation. We cannot dispose 
of our Conference Church Extension Society in East Pennsylvania, 
because that society already holds in possession titles to property 
that it would be necessary for us to have that. 

Docror Furron. I am only asking that you adopt one word, 
“extension,” so you will become a Church Extension Society. 

Tue Presment. Are you agreed? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tur Presipent. Are you ready to vote? As many as will adopt 
the amendment, lift the hand. Opposed, like sign. It is a vote now, 
on the item as amended. Are you ready to vote? 

Dr. R. J. Wurrs, of Erie Conference. As to a house of worship 
outside of the jurisdiction of any quarterly conference, I do not 
understand when a house of worship can be outside of the jurisdic- 
tion of any quarterly conference, and therefore, I move to amend 
by striking out the words, “outside of the jurisdiction of any quar- 
terly conference.” 

The motion was seconded. 

Docror Wuite. The church may be twenty miles from the quar- 
terly conference, but the board of trustees: may have control of it. 
T know now of a church in our-conference that is six miles from the 
board that has charge of it. And, according to this, that board could 
dispose of that, sell that church, and they would sell it for a very 
small figure if they could get hold of the money, and I think that 
no house of worship, no church, ought to be sold, that is, where it 
has ceased to be used and is abandoned in this way, without the 

* consent of the conference; the conference should have something to 
do with it. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. I think it is very evident to us of Mlix..s, and 
others farther west, that Doctor White is not conversant with con- 
ditions out here. I was called from: Chicago two hundred miles to 
dispose of a church property that was fifty miles from the nearest 


307 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


charge. The church entirely abandoned; no church anywhere near. 
That chureh was not under the jurisdiction of the quartérly confer- 
ence; and there are a number of such cases in Illinois and farther 
west. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake, of Oregon Conference. We have numerous 
instances where Doctor White’s theory will not prevail in the far 
west. 

Docror Futron. I thought all of us knew, that when we have an 
abandoned piece of property, it was necessary to have the action of 
the quarterly conference and carry it to the annual conference. If 
that action has to be carried up to the annual conference, it makes 
no difference whether two miles or two hundred miles. If officers 
are elected to look after the property, it is not abandoned. If it is 
abandoned through the quarterly conference, then it becomes the 
duty of the presiding elder to carry it to the annual conference. 
Then the property is subject to the action of the annual conference. 

Proressor Keppent. We have had three churches in California 
where the official board, the quarterly conference, and the annual 
conference all declared the churches abandoned. We went about 
175 miles, and there were no United Brethren members. 

The amendment did not prevail. 

R. H. Bennerr, Ese., of Neosho Conference. JI move to strike out 
“provided, that in no case shall a church-house and its premises be 
sold without the consent of the annual conference within whose 
bounds it is located.” If somebody will second that, I would like to 
tell you why. 

Seconded by Rev. G. E. Bertch. 

R. H. Bennerr, Ese. This is going to complicate matters in a 
“way you do not want. You have proceeded in Number Six so 
you cannot hold church property. If somebody wants to be re- 
fractory, and here you have met with a lawyer who examines your 
title and insists upon an examination, and so you vote out the church 
board, which creates it and also the resolution passed by the con- 
ference in whose bounds it is located. And, therefore, in order, 
with this thing standing this way, he will never approve any title 
that belongs to the church. There must be a showing that the 
property is within the bounds of the conference, making the deed 
in the first instance, or that the consent is given in the other in- 
stance, to confer title that is examined. There is no necessity for 
it, for if it is used by the other conferences there will be no dis- 
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position to sell it. They can adjust their matter on a friendly basis 
easily, while here you have a complication in the matter. 

Dr. P. O. Boneprake. If that was stricken out, then it would 
allow the board of trustees to sell that property without the action of 
conference. [A Voice, Yes, sir.] I shall object to that. 

Dr. L. A. Hotsroox, of Iowa State Conference. I would lke to 
eall attention to the fact that Brother Bonebrake’s remarks on this 
do not apply, because this has nothing to do whatsoever with local 
churches, local boards of trustees, but property in the hands of the 


conferences and by conference boards. 


Docror Boneprake. Mr. Chairman, may I reply? 

Tur Presipent. Yes. 

Doctor BoneBrRakE. It is the conference board that may be inter- 
ested in some enterprise in that conference, and who will sell property 
that they do not want sold for their practical benefit. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu. Notice the first line. It says, “When a house 
of worship outside of the jurisdiction of any quarterly conference, 
that is abandoned property outside of the quarterly conference.” . 

Judge Bennett’s amendment didn’t prevail. 

Rev. Grorce Geicer. The sweeping statement provides, that in 
no case shall the property! be sold without the consent of the annual 
conference, may that not apply to all? 3 

Tur Preswent. The chair would say that it applied only to prop- 
erties that were not in -the control and keeping of the organized 
parish or church, only to such, I would take it for granted that 
that was the view of the committee. 

The item was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 


“Should any parsonage be permanently abandoned as such, the 
presiding elder of the district in which such parsonage is located 
shall report the same to the annual conference, which body shall 
authorize the board of conference trustees to rent, lease, or sell such 
parsonage and report their proceedings to the next annual confer- 
ence, which body shall have power to use the money to pay debts 
on. other parsonages or in building new ones within its borders, or 
to turn the money into the Conference Church Extension Society. 
Where there is no board of conference trustees, the conference shall 
have power to appoint such a board.” 


Rev. L. S. Wooprurr, of California Conference. I presume in 
the article above where we added “Conference Church Erection 
Society,” ought to be added here. 
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Docror Futon. Yes, sir. 

Rey. L. S. Wooprurr. As a member of that committee, I am sure 
that we will be ready to accept that. 

This was adopted. 

The item, as amended, was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read: 

Paragraph 14, page 90. 

14. Add to article 14—provided, however, that such action shall 
be taken. within two years of such division to read: 

14. “In cases where fields of labor having parsonages upon them 
are divided, the disposition of said parsonages shall be submitted to 
a board of arbitors, consisting of three members of the Church, one 
to be chosen by each quarterly conference and the third by these 
two, to whom the whole matter shall be referred, their decision of the 
case being final. In cases where more than two quarterly conferences 
are interested, the same plan shall be pursued. In ease this plan 
fails, the quarterly conferences shall instruct.the presiding elder to 
appoint a committee of three persons, all members of our Church, 
but none of them residents or members of either of the fields af- 
fected, and their decision shall be final, provided, however, that such 
action shall be taken within two years of such division.” 

J. H. Parrerson, Chairman. 
E. F. Minter. 

S. L. Topp. 

L. A. River. 

L. S. Wooprurr. 

J. S. Furron. 

S. C. CaLpwe ut. 


Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. A question. 
Bishop, on the last clause. In the event that there should not be 
any services inside of two years, then what? 

Doctor Futron. It is dead, or ought to be. Mr. Bishop, our 
thought was that such action ought to be taken in the fields to which 
attention is called. The idea of leaving it go on for fifteen or 
twenty years and then go back and find records is a constant an- 
noyance. Within two years, it ought to be made, and we made it 
two years for the reason that sometimes changes of boundaries are 
made and within the year development will show the wisdom or the 
unwisdom of such change. So we thought there ought to be a def- 
inite time in which they could make such changes. 

Rey. W. M. Jones, of North Kansas Conference, We have a num- 
ber in the West where there would not be a question developed inside 
of two years. A field we started out there as a mission and it~ 
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did not develop within two years, and by that plan it would be 
closed, according to this. Sometimes it is'six or eight years before 
a division is neeessary, but this will eliminate one class from any 
claim, and I move to amend by changing that to five years. 

Tue Presipent. I hear no second. 

Rev. L. S. Wocprurr. Mr. President, the brother has it wrong 
in his mind. It is not a matter of developing the field, but when a 
cireuit is divided that owns a parsonage it is a question of dividing 
the interest in that parsonage. One part shall go to that party that 
is a member of the old circuit; the other part here—sometimes that 
was not far, two or three years, and this requires that they settle the 

— division of the interest within two years, and has nothing to do with 
the dividing any circuit. 

The item was adopted. 

The report as a whole was then adopted.- 

Secretary Kerppeu. Mr. President, I would like to have the Re- 
port of the Committee on Social Service and Reform passed to the 
printer. 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Spayd, this report was so referred. 


Sworetary Swpaut. I would like to move that any difference as 
to meal ticket arrangement be referred to the Committee on Dele- 
gates’ Expenses for adjustment. 

This was seconded and adopted. 

Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. There are a number 
of good sisters here who represent the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation, and I understand they have a statement of their work which 
they wish to make to the General Conference. I move you, Mr. 
President, that we.set apart as the order of the day, at 2:30 o’clock 
to-morrow afternoon, for the report of the Woman’s Missionary 
Association. 

This was adopted. 

Rev. V. W. Overton. I move the Report of the Committee on 
Salaries be referred to the printer. 

This was seconded and adopted. 

Tur Presipent. The special order of this afternoon is the recep- 
tion of the representatives of the Methodist Protestant Chureh, and 
we will now have a special song from the Arion Quartet. 

The quartet then sang, “In the darkness of the night, I was 
groping for the Light,” and “’T is the Old Time Religion.” 
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Tue Prestpent. Four years ago this great representative body of 
our denomination authorized the Commission on Church Union; and 
that commission, during the year, met the representatives of the 
splendid denomination whose representatives are here. Different 
meetings were held conferring with regard to the possibility of 
making our forces a unit, instead of fractional. We have now the 
pleasure of hearing from the representatives of the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church, and the first gentleman to speak is Rev. Lyman E. 
Davis, D.D., president of the Methodist Protestant ,General Con- 
ference, also president of their commission. I take pleasure in 
presenting Doctor Davis, who will speak as he may be moved to 
speak. 


Docror Davis. The Christian Church, in the manifold providence 
of God, has passed through epochs of union and conformity, and 
again through epochs of dissention and separation. Beginning as a 
unit of discipleship at the feet df Jesus, and baptized to a world-wide 
mission on the Day of Pentecost, the» apostles enjoyed and pro- 
claimed the unity of the Spirit in the bonds of peace. The church 
in that holy time perfected their union one with another by an 
unbroken communion with God. But organic Christianity after- 
ward became a mere defensive union against errors from within; 
and finally, in the dark ages, degenerated into an artificial union, 
its creed a cold, theological mechanism, its faith a fabric of super- 
stition, and its vintage a ‘stagnant civilization, a corrupt society, 
and a dead Christianity. Then it was that God raised up the indi- 
vidual against the compact, the man against the mechanism; and 
the sacred right of private judgment was reasserted as against the 
oracles of the ecclesia. 

Providence indicates the present age as the time of union. In 
your laboratory, the one prism breaks the white light of the sun 
into all the colors of the rainbow. The second prism gathers up 
these various colors and blends them again into the pure white light 
of the heavens. That is an allegory of God’s plan through the ages. 
In one age, representing the many-colored wisdom of God, the 
Church is divided into various creeds and communions, each with 
some great unit of spiritual truth to develop and bring it into har- 
mony with the ultimate fullness of the kingdom. But in another 
age, lest: the essential oneness of the truth may be forgotten, God 
brings his many schools into his spiritual laboratory, and passes 
their fragmentary creeds through the prism of gospel unity that all 
the world may see the white glory of the one kingdom of heaven! 
The Lord’s time of gathering together is now at hand. 

But at this moment I wish to speak, not of any proposed union 
in itself, but rather of those kindred principles which flow with 
equal fullness from the historic sources of these two denominations ; 
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principles so identical that they make us essentially one, even though 
we should be forever twain; principles so reciprocal that they have 
inspired in these two sister churches the mutual recognition of a 
common destiny; principles which are broad enough and vital 
enough to make the sure foundations of a united Protestant church, 
even to the final possibilities of that prophetic name. 

If I were to recount these principles, I should name first of all 
that sacred flame which our fathers taught us to call experimental 
religion; that divine impulse kindled in the heart by the Holy Spirit. 
and manifested in all the highways and all the byways of human 
life. We are justly proud of our history; we are thankfully appre- 
ciative of our widening opportunity; but, if you would find the 
mountain brooks that form the broad rivers of Christian achieve- 
ment in America, go not to the published events or the great coun- 
cils, but go rather,to the old country schoolhouse and the wayside 
chapel, where in the long ago our fathers and mothers worshiped 
at early candle-lighting, and waited before these humble altars until 
they received the witness from on high; and then bore joyful testi- 
mony to the saving grace of God. That is the light which must 
never go out in the world. The miracle of regeneration is the one 
continuous miracle by which God would save at once the man and 
the multitude, with every caravan of commerce, and every circle of 
society, and every throne of power. 

When Israel was carried into captivity they were willing, if need 
be, to forsake all the outward symbols of worship. But they guarded 
with anxious zeal the sacred fire from off the altar of the holy of 
holies. That was kept forever burning, as a challenge at once to the 
power of iniquity and to the high places of idolatry. In our path of 
progress toward union, as we cross the line of separation, it matters 
little whether we carry with us the old candle-sticks of the fathers, 
but it is a matter of the most vital importance that we shall guard 
sacredly the light that led their hallowed footsteps. We can do with- 
out the relics of the martyrs; we can do without the graves of the 
prophets; we can do without the wells of the prophets. But, men 
and brethren, we cannot do without the tongues of flame! 

And if the United Protestant Church can have its beginning in 
the upper room, then shall the outgoings of her influence and power 
reach the ends of the earth! : 

Again we should magnify, as did our fathers, the Lord’s own Bible; 
a Bible at once untrammeled by bigotry and unshaken by infidelity. 
As the sure development of the Bible as its own witness, we shall 
have a living theology, born of a living faith, and building for itself 
a living temple, the materials of which are found, not in the forests 
of speculation, but in the divine workshop of the holy Seriptures. 
Do I thus proclaim the old as against the new? God forbid! But 
I proclaim the old within the new, and the new as the accountable 
testament of the old; the old as sanctifying the new, and the new 
as forever quickening and fulfilling the old. Biblical theology is at 


313 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


“ 


once the best theology and the biggest theology in all the schools of 
the prophets; and the orthodoxy that flows from Sinai and Calvary 
is always a progressive orthodoxy. 

I stood in old St. Giles of Cripplegate in the heart of London, 
the church where Cromwell and Milton worshiped along with the 
unfamed multitudes of their generation. And just over the altar 
there, the builders of the new church had placed one of the stone 
steps which led to the door of the old St. Giles of the Middle Ages. 
The stone threshold, worn and hallowed by the feet of generations 
of worshipers rededicated there as a tablet of honor and glory! 
That was a proper tribute to the past, that was the fitting exaltation 
of the old within the new. But the builders of to-day did not at- 
tempt to construct a new temple out of the old relic. They fash- 
ioned a niche in the superstructure for the old memorial stone; 
but they built for the present and the future; flinging wide the 
bounds of the temple and making broad and high the portals of 
praise for the longing multitudes of the living London. So must 
we ask for the old paths, and walk therein. But we must walk 
therein, not with retracing footsteps, our faces toward the monu- 
ments of the past, but onward in the old paths, our faces toward the 
future, looking for the new heavens and the new earth! 

Yet again we must remember and proclaim the uplifted cross, 
and invite the whole world to come with broken and contrite heart, 
seeking atonement with God through a crucified Redeemer. Our creed 
must forever look toward Calvary, seeing no man save Jesus only. 
In the golden age of Athens, Phidias and Aleamenes, the greatest 
sculptors of their day, were employed to fashion competitive statues 
of the fabled goddess of the city. The Athenian multitude was to 
decide between them, and the chosen masterpiece was to occupy a 
lofty pedestal in the market-place. When the day of decision came, 
the two statues were unveiled beside the street, on the level of the 
crowd; and Alcamenes was acclaimed the victor. But Phidias said, 
“Let the figures be lifted up to the place where they belong.” This 
being done, the work of Phidias, who had calculated the effect of 
distance and elevation, and who had the vision to see his Athene 
as interpreted by the light of the heavens, his work was glorified 
and he became evermore the sculptor-laureate of the world. 

Men and brethren, we must ever exalt our Christ above the creeds, 
high among the ages, with the skies of noon to crown his sovereign 
head; and yet, with his feet forever in the world’s market-place, in 
the midst of the weary multitude! The exalted Christ, the Son of 
the living God! The sympathizing Jesus, the lowly Son of man! 

We must follow the traditions of our churches by our passion for 
humanity. Jesus loved to call himself the Son of man, by which 
proclamation he signified his compassion ‘for the multitude. Let us 
know by all the tokens of the temple and of the market-place, that 
this is the age of the Son of man. f 
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In a kook entitled “The Bondman,” we read of two men who 
kad become irreconcilable enemies, their hearts separated by walls 
of hatred. But eventually, as fellow-bondmen, they were chained 
together. Bound to each other, they performed day by day their 
daily task, and, bound to each other, they rested night by night 
from their heavy burdens. At last, partly because they bore each 
other’s burdens, partly because their very souls had met face to face, 
these enemies of the past became eternal-friends. In like manner, 
the Christian church of the future must bind itself in willing bonds 
with toiling humanity, and with toiling humanity must perform. the 
drudgeries and feel the fetters until we have won for all the world 
the freedom and justice belonging to the children of God. The 
Christian church never has set itself above the toiling masses, but 
in certain moods and epochs, it has lived too much apart from the 
toiling multitude. The church of the future must encamp with the 
people, and march with the people, and finally must secure to every 
man the common equities of life; to the poor man the equity of 
opportunity and of plenty, to the rich man the equity of righteous 
ownership. In a word, the church of the future must bring to pass, 
with sure and passionate zeal, the social equations of the kingdom 
of heaven. 

These are among the principles which hitherto have lighted - the 
footsteps of our fathers, and which must continue to shine upon 
our ever-widening pathway. These two churches have each their 
old homestead, the one the complement of the other. The old house 
of a thousand memories! The old orchard; the old oaken bucket ; 
the treasures hid in the field; and even the old sugar-camp! And 
each of us is loyal to our own; so loyal that, if you should turn away 
from union, I would encamp with my brethren beside our every 
meeting-house, and say to our people, “Took to your own banners 
and keep step with the vanishing feet of the fathers!” And if we 
should turn aside from union, you would make the same appeal 
to a church equally loyal; for neither the Methodist Protestant 
Church nor the Church of the United Brethren in Christ intends to 
join any other church. But we propose to form a mutual and equi- 
table union; and therefore our basis of union proposes to build a 
new house on the boundary line between the old homesteads; a house 

- large enough for the two united families, and for all those who will 
bring their banners to the ranks of the United Protestant Church. 
Therefore, neither the old house of a thousand memories, nor the 
old orchard, nor the old oaken bucket, nor the treasures hid in the 
field, nor even the old sugar-camp shall be lost to either of us; but 
rather each will gain the treasures and glories of the other in a 
common. heritage. : 

T know not what your action may be upon the subject of union, 
nor what ours may be, in the final deliberations; but I do know that 
we stand to-day at’ the crossroads of the ages, and the fingerboard 
of God is pointing us to one of the greatest opportunities of reli- 
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gious history. If at this crisis we halt the progress of these churches, 
and make a stumbling block of mere words and traditions, we shall 
be as children that play with bubbles while the stars are beckoning! 
But, if we enter these wide portals of opportunity and bravely sound 
the trumpet-call, we shall inspire all the myriads of these sister 
churches with passionate hope and zeal for.the kingdom. In,our on- 
ward march, hundreds of thousands of unchurched Christians will 
hasten to join our ranks. Other communions, weary of the waste 
and warfare of a divided evangelism, will come to us with their 
sacred banners; and the United Protestant Chureh shall be able to 
do an humble and worthy part in the glorious work of bringing a 
redeemed humanity to the feet of God— 

“That God, who ever lives and loves; 

One God, one law, one element, 

And one far-off divine event, ; 

To which the whole creation moves!” 


Tue Presipent. The next speaker is Chancellor D. S. Stevens, 
of the University of Kansas City. I have the pleasure of presenting 
Doctor Stevens. [ Applause. ] : 


Dr. Stevens. Mr. President and Brethren: This is the second 
time in which I have had the privilege and the pleasure of appearing 
before a United Brethren Conference. I think it was about twenty- 
five years ago, perhaps, when I was present. at your General Confer- 
ence in York, Pennsylvania, and in a brief talk that I made to the 
Conference at that time I ventured to express the hope that some 
day might come that the Church which you represent, and the 
Church which I have been representing, might become one in organic 
union. Little did I dream at that time that the hope would find 
realization and that I would find myself here addressing a General 
Conference of the United Brethren Church which was to seriously 
consider the practical question of union with our own denomination, 
but I am glad that I have had this happy privilege; I am glad that 
that which existed only as a hope bids fair to become a realization. 
In fact I might say, perhaps to some extent it has already become a 
realization. Now, I come from Kansas; you know that Kansas leads 
in all great reform movements, [| Applause.] in all of the questions 
that interest progressive humanity. Well, we are leading in this mat- 
ter, too. We have accomplished union already in Kansas between 
two of the educational institutions which our two denominations rep- 
resent: Campbell College and the Kansas City University are already 
one by an action taken by the respective boards of trustees, and plans 
are made to go on with the educational work as one institution. 
Perhaps some of you may think we have been too hasty, too hurried 
in anticipating this movement. Well, I won’t stop to explain. TI 
only want to say this, that a peculiar condition existed and eir- 
cumstances had developed whereby we were compelled to take imme- 
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diate action in this direction or lose tremendous opportunities that 
opened up to us. I cannot take time to go into details in these 
matters, but that is a fact. 

Now, having done this we are, of course, intensely interested in the 
question of organic union of the denominations. We are somewhat 
in the position of that boy who was: industriously digging for a 
ground hog when the new minister, who had been appointed to that 
circuit, came along and saw. the boy and said to him, “Boy, what 
are you doing?” He said, “I am digging for a ground hog.” “Well, 
do you think you will get Him?” said the pastor. “Get him?” said 
the boy, “we have got to get him; the new preacher is coming to our 
house and we ain’t any meat.” [Applause.] - Well, this is the case 
with: us, you must unite, we must unite. [Applause. | You are not 
going to leave us stranded out there in Kansas, I am sure, and we are 
looking towards the realization of that splendid platform which has 
been adopted by the commissions representing the two denomina- 
tions. Now, we are well aware of the fact that the great movement 
is spreading over, the Protestant churches of this country; they are 
coming nearer together, it looks as though the prayer of our Savior 
was to be realized after thousands of years of differences and divi-. 
sion. We are in a sense, I think we may say, without egotism, lead- 
ing in this great movement, and | think it is especially appropriate 
that this great movement should find among its first expressions 
organic union of the United Brethren and Methodist Protestant 
churches. [Applause.] There are several reasons why this should 
be so, I think. We are each of us American-born churches; we have 
embodied in the spirit of our polity the spirit that actuated the men 
who framed the polity of our land as a state. Another reason 1s 
that the people that these two churches represent are the people of 
the great middle class. I remember, a few years ago, in Topeka, after 
your General Conference in that city, T was talking with Dr. Wash- 
ington Gladden. At that time you know the chureh union move- 
ment was of great interest and I expressed to him the conviction that 
a union of these three churches would be a great blessing because 
that the Methodist Protestant Church could supply something that 
was needed for the ecclesiastical life; the United Brethren Church 
would bring its contribution, and the Congregational Church would 
bring to us the culture and learning which they represent. Doctor 
Gladden said in reply, “You over-estimate the importance of the con- 
tribution which the Congregational Church will bring to this union. 
Your two churches represent the brawn and the virility of American 
manhood.” Our old church, he says, to some degree, is actuated by 
that primitive strength that is the safety of all organizations and 
it is true that the great middle classes will contribute that which 
will give permanency and vitality to any organization. And another 
reason why we are, I think, fitted to lead in this matter, is that the 
emphasis of the two churches has been placed upon the two great 
fundamental principles, the doctrine of regeneration especially is the 
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one on which we have unitedly laid our emphasis and this is the great 
doctrine which furnishes the foundation of gospel teaching. We also 
represent the evangelistic spirit. I might say that Doctor Gladden 
referred to these two as something that was of vital importance to a 
united church. We will represent, furthermore, a democratic spirit 
of government that has the distinctive characteristic of the govern- 
ment of our country and we have a name that fits us to take leader- 
ship in this direction. The name “United Protestant Church” has a 
significance that, in itself, is a power in the way of directing atten- 
tion to the union of all Protestant churches. As I have said, a new 
era in the history of the ecclesiasticisms of the world is upon us. 

Protestantism not only has accomplished its work, the unity of the 
spirit in the bonds of peace, in which the New Testament tells the 
church is to win, Protestantism has endeavored to fulfill these con- 
ditions by which the unity of the spirit might be realized. Prot- 
estantism discerned the fact that by the unity of the spirit the indi- 
vidual must be free from the dominations of ecclesiastical control, 
and that work of Protestantism has largely been fulfilled but the 
larger work of bringing together the divided branches of the churches 
is still before us, and this is the work upon which I believe and 
hope that we are now about to enter. 

I will close by referring to an illustration that comes to me from 
an experience from my early boyhood. I enlisted in the army in the 
Civil War, and it was the policy of the Government to take these 
raw recruits, gathered from the different villages and communities 
over the land, and bring them together to some spot where they could 
be trained and disciplined and gotten familiar with the routine of 
military life, and then, when these raw recruits became trained sol- 
diers, the Government mobilized these fragments of troops and made 
them into a vast army that moved on toward battle and toward vic- 
tory. God has been drilling his companies and his regiments and 
his battalions until they have become trained in the discipline of the 
spiritual life, until they have learned what it means to become free 
in the unity of the spirit. Now, he is ready to bring these separate 
divisions into one grand army and march on toward the conquest of 
the world. This is the commission which I believe is before Chris- 
tendom at this time, and this is the commission, I believe, in which 
the churches that we represent are to play no unimportant part, and 
I trust that we shall be found faithful to the responsibilities that have 
been put upon us, and that the United Protestant Church will be- 
come one of the great forces by which the extension of Protestant 
Christianity and the conquering of the civilized and of the unceivil- 
ized world by Christianity shall be accomplished. [ Applause. ] 


THe Presipent. The next speaker is the Secretary and Treas- 
urer of the Board of Home Missions, and a member of the Board of 
Publication of the Methodist Protestant Church. I have the pleas- 
ure of presenting Dr. J. H. Lueas. 
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Doctor Lucas. Mr. President and Brethren. The Christian reli- 
gion is the only universal religion. Before Jesus Christ came into 
the world, the world had its religions; now it has its religion. The 
Jews had a religion, but it was a religion for the Jews; the Greeks 
had a religion, but it was a religion for the Greeks; the Romans had 
a religion, but it was a religion for the Romans; other nations had 
religions, but they were national religions. 

The religion of Jesus Christ is a world religion, [Applause.] world- 
wide and world-embracing. It is the only religion that appeals to 
all races, all climes, all conditions of mankind; it is the only reli- 
gion that meets the spiritual needs of all men. No wonder that the 
Jews, with their narrow doctrine of election, rejected it; no wonder 
that the Pharisees, with their spirit of exclusivism, sought and _se- 
eured the death of its founder when the Lord Jesus Christ came into 
the world and mingled with the common people, entering their huts 
and hovels, soothing their sores, curing their sicknesses, saving their 
souls, not even excluding the publicans and sinners from. his min- 
istries. He struck a death blow to the doctrine of exclusive priv- 
ilege and established a new doctrine, the doctrine of universal broth- 
erhood, which is filling this world with its blessings and glory. 

Brethren, we were destined to be one; the religion of the Lord 
Jesus Christ was intended to make us one. At the beginning, the 
church was one. It was not until human error and human prejudice, 
and human ambition came to destroy the life of the church and to 
rob it of its power and glory that this great unity was broken. Two 
generations had passed before the storm of dissension arose, and 
division rather than union became the order of things. Now, after 
centuries of battle and bloodshed, the shattered forces of the army of 
the Lord once more remember that the blessed Master prayed that his 
followers might be one, and they are seeking the fulfillment or the 
answer to that prayer in church life and church work. 

Human dogmas are with us; ecclesiastical bonds and orders and 
trappings are still here, but they are here as débris of these devas- 
tating storms. They are not, essential factors of church life in this 
world to-day. The day of doctrinal warfare is past and past forever, 
T believe. Denominational hatred melted fast into tolerance, and 
then it took the form of co-operation, and to-day I believe it is almost: 
ready to. be fused into organic union; [Applause.] and why not? 
The Master prayed for this; our fathers and your fathers prayed 
for this; we profess to be praying for it. Why should not the loving 
Father of his children here upon earth answer the prayers of these 
children when laid at their altar of his only begotten Son? 

T can see the bow of promise this day. Church federation is a fact; 
over thirty denominations meet periodically to consider the great 
problems, social. and religious problems of this country of ours, 
kindred denominations of this and other lands, denominations even 
holding doctrines once considered irreconcilable are meeting in coun- 
ceils and conventions, seeking bases of union, and, as they gather 
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and come into touch with one another, denominational prejudice fades 
away and they begin to wonder that things not essential have kept 
them apart so long. ; 

Yes, as the various denominations meet and co-operate in evan- 
gelistic work, at home and abroad, they discover that there is a great 
essential unity under the differences of doctrine and form of ecclesi- 
astical adjustment like the great unity of the ocean under its tossing 
billows, and the church divisions are trying this day to wait and to 
watch and to pray for Him who came to Galilee and said to the 
fighting waves, “Peace, be still.’ And they remember that, as this 
command was given, these waves, ike naughty children, sobbed them- 
selves to sleep before him, and they are even daring to think this day 
that at his command and at his rebuke denominational contentions 
will cease and the calm of organic union prevail. [ Voices, Amen.]| 

Brethren, did you ever stop to consider why the Lord Jesus prayed 
that they might be one? He states the reason, “That the world may 
know that thou hast sent me.” [Voices, Amen.] Jesus wanted his 
followers to be one that the world might believe in him. It may be 
well for us to discover the economic and dynamic value of union, 
but let it never be forgotten that the great gain to be sought is the 
salvation of the world through faith in Jesus Christ. [Applause.] 
The world does not now believe. After all the centuries of our 
preaching and our praying, and our evangelistic efforts, only a few: 
here and there, comparatively speaking, believe. What are the masses 
waiting for? I venture to suggest this day that they are disgusted 
with denominational contention and competition, and that they are 
waiting for the practical illustration of the power of Christianity 
to bind followers of Jesus together in one great fellowship of love. 
[| Voices, Amen.] And, brethren, when that time comes, when we all 
get together in sympathy and service, the world will believe that he 
was sent of God. The disciples got together themselves before Pente- 
cost in the upper room and prayed, and three thousand souls were con- 
verted in a single day. But let it be remembered that Pentecostal 
blessing is dependent upon the upper room of communion and prayer, 
Let us get together. [ Voices, Amen, and applause. ] 

Having gotten together, let us pray unitedly to God to the end 
that the world may believe. I know not what form the body ot 
Jesus Christ shall take; I know not what form it shall finally be 
known by; I know not the size, nor the shape, nor the color of the gar- 
ment that it shall finally wear; but I do know by faith this day that 
in a very different sense from now the body of my Lord Christ shall 
be one. [Amen.] And, as the different denominations keep uphold- 
ing Jesus as their ideal, as they move and work toward him, they 
must approach one another; but, friends, the closer we get to Jesus 
Christ, the nearer we will be together. I doubt that the time ever 
will come when we all shall see just alike, when we all shall believe 
just alike; but, my friends, we may learn ‘o live and love and serve 
alike, and this will make us one. 
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When that magnificent organ was put there, there was noise and 
confusion in this place; one by one the pipes, large and small, were 
brought and attuned and put in place; they were all then grad- 
ually brought under the control of that one key-board, so that when 
the musician, with his deft fingers sweeps that key-board to-day, this 
place is filled with delightful melody. Some of these Bishops dare 
to believe that the time is coming when the people of God shall be 
attuned; when they shall be brought together under the great key- 
board of organic union, and the master Musician shall be able to 
strike upon that key-board notes that shall fill this whole world with 
the melody of God’s love. [Applause and renewed applause. } 

Two of these denominational pipes, I hope, are being attuned this 
day. [Applause.] They are among the smaller of the pipes, but just 
as essential to the harmony as the great pipes that are under the 
control of the diapason stop. [Applause.] In the negotiations now 
pending, I think I see the hand of God. Is it not wonderful, breth- 
ren, that the commissioners of these two great churches, for they are 
great, could get together and unanimously agree upon a credal state- 
ment and a constitution? I understand, Bishop, there was not a dis- 
-senting vote. [No, sir.] Unanimously agreed! When the report 
came to Pittsburgh and the basis of union was suggested, I want to 
be frank with you, there was one thing, I am not going to tell you 
what it was, but there was one thing-in that basis of union which 
my heart rebelled against. I said, I must protest with all the vigor 
that I have, and then a voice seemed to whisper in my ear, What 
if your protest would cause the slightest halt, feeble as that protest 
may be, would cause the slightest halt-in this great movement? Is it 
the Master’s will? And then I remembered that my antipathy to 
that one thing was born of early training, and was a prejudice rather 
than anything else, [Applause.] and I said to myself, How can you, 
if anything you say causes this movement to halt for a moment, how 
ean you ever face your Master? And that question settled it; that 
question settled it; I am for the union, heart and soul. [Great 
applause.| I am a member of the Pittsburgh Conference; there 
has never been any official action upon the part of that conference 
upon this question, but I am here to say to you that, from what I 
know, there are not more than four votes in that conference that can 
be secured against this union. And I have enough confidence in the 
Almighty to believe that these four will fade away before conference 
meets. [Applause.]: When your representative at our conference 
made such a happy hit in his speech—when they were talking baseball 
parlance, it hit you. He said, in closing his address, “If thy heart 
be as my heart, give n.e thy hand.” We have thought about that 
sinee then. Our heart is as thy heart, and we extend thee our hand. 
[Shakes hands with Bishop Bell amid applause of Conference, and 
Conference rose and gave the Chautauqua salute and sang, “Blessed 
be the Tie That Binds.” ] 


RIAL 


TWENTY-SIATH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Tur Preswent. The next speaker is Dr. C. E. Shepherd, president 
of the great conference which lies just this side of the Pittsburgh 
Conference of the Methodist Protestant* Church, the Muskingum 
Conference. : 

Doctor Shepherd addressed the Conference as follows: 


Mr. President and Brethren: I wish to assure you that I esteem 
it a very great honor indeed to be present here to-day, and to attempt 
to represent my church in this very auspicious movement. And I 
wish to assure you and trust also that you will believe me when I 
say that if in my humble efforts my head shall fail me in my en- 
deavor to show unto you our love and appreciation and hope for the 
suecessful consummation of that which is now well on the way; if 
my head shall fail me in my attempt to do that, believe me when I 
say unto you, my heart beats true. 

Now, if I read my Bible aright, I herein discover that the great 
God Almighty had a particular form of government under which 
he wished his chosen people, Israel, to live. He designed that gov- 
ernment both for the state and for the church, but they clamored for 
a king, and a king he gave unto’ them. Finally Israel went on the 
rocks, because she had repudiated the purposes of Almighty God con- 
cerning her. It has been said, and I think that history will prove it 
true, that from the time that Israel rejected that peculiar form of 
government, that God designed that they should have, under which 
they should live, that from that time on until the birth of the Amer- 
ican republic, that sort of government was never resurrected or tried 
again. I think, also, it may be shown to be true, at least it has been 
said that no church ever attempted to exist, to work under that form 
of government until it was adopted by the Methodist Protestant 
Church in 1828. And after having been adopted, it is said that Henry 
Clay expressed himself something in the following language, “Thank 
God, that at last we have a church -in its polity fashioned after the 
government of the United States.” Israel was a chosen people, so 
we believe that the Methodist Protestant people are a chosen people, 
and so much may be said of the United Brethren in Christ; and that 
as Israel was a peculiar people, so we are a peculiar people and so 
much ean be said of the United Brethren in Christ. Now, as the 
Israelites were a separate people, so were the Methodist Protestants 
a separate people, and even so much ean be said of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ. 

Now, when our commissioners met in the city of Columbus, on the 
twenty-eighth day of last month and unanimously agreed that so far 
as they were concerned upon organic union it seems to me that they 
in that act upon that date started something that will go down in 
history, to which after generations will love to revert. They sought 
union. They sought to prepare the way for union. I am sure that 
the brethren in their deliberations to make use of political terms, for 
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this is my faith both in the representatives of the United Brethren 
in Christ and of the Methodist. Protestant, that they didn’t seek pro- 
tection, using political terms of our day, aside from the protection 
that they have ‘had all along in their history, and which they hope 
to have until after union shall have been consummated. Nor did 
they seek free trade, the doctrine which I believe is the fundamental 
teaching of God’s Word and will be widely applicable, universally 
applicable when the world comes. in time to be what it ought to be. 
Nor, continuing to use political terms in our effort to express our- 
selves, did they seek even that splendid thing which is known as reci- 
proeity, not that. Nor did either party seek annexation, above all 
not an annexation, but union, union. Now, in order to bring about 
union, there were some difficulties in the way, and we cannot afford 
to ignore those or be blind to them. There isthe matter of sentiment. 
Sentiment is a very large word. Sentiment oceupies a very important 
place, but instances are very frequent where men and where churches 
and where nations have permitted this to be irreparably injured, just 
beeause they have permitted sentiment to dominate and defeat their 
better judgment. We ought not to permit anything of that kind to 
exist. I was raised in an old-fashioned home, and I thank God every 
day that that is so, and splendid memories gather about the old home. 
It was there I received my training and my disciplining, and perhaps 
I didn’t receive enough of the latter, but nevertheless I am grateful 
for what I there received. And there, you know, I think about 
mother, and the splendid meals that mother used to prepare for us; 
and there how I used to love to sit at the board and eat what mother 
baked. Nobody could bake pie just like mother could; nobody could 
roast meat like mother could, or prepare corn and beans like mother 
could. In the course of human events, the time came when I should 
face the cares and responsibilities of life, and had to leave home; and 
since that time I have been in hundreds and thousands of homes, 
taken meals in them and in hotels and restaurants, but in very, very 
few places, indeed, have I found things prepared like mother prepared 
them: Indeed, in some places it has been a great effort to swallow 
some of the things that have been prepared and set before me, but 
occasionally I have found those homes; the old-fashioned homes, 
like those in which I was reared, where the victuals were prepared 
and seasoned just like mother seasoned them. And then TI think of 
home and think of mother, and it wasn’t very hard to finish those 
meals. 

I was reared in the Methodist Protestant Church, the church of my 
fathers. I was there brought up, and it was near and dear to my 
heart, but at times I have worshiped in the Presbyterian Church, 
and they have dished up to me very strong meat at times, but oh, I 
found it so hard to swallow because it wasn’t seasoned right; ‘and 
I have worshiped in the Lutheran Chureh—splendid people—and 
they have given unto me. strong and healthy meat, but, friends, it 
was a tremendous effort to swallow it, it wasn’t seasoned right. The 


323 


wiaatmce a 
TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


same experience I have found in the Baptist Church and in other 
churches, and oceasionally it lias been my privilege to worship in the 
United Brethren Church, and a splendid preparation was dished out 
‘to me there, and I liked it. It was seasoned right. ~[ Applause. ] 
No effort to swallow it, but an effort not to. [Applause.] And I 
found there the old-time religion. [Amen.] Brethren, you sang it 
over there. You made the request that we should not applaud it, but, 
in the name of God, let me salute it. [Shakes handkerchief toward 
Arion Quartet.] The old-time religion, the old-time religion. This 
sentiment has the old-time place, but, friends, we must not permit 
it to stand in the way of a larger progress. We must not permit 
sentiment to dominate judgment. We must not permit prejudices 
to over-top experience, nor should we confuse stubbornness with con- 
scientiousness. [Laughter.] 

Now, we have had splendid fathers, grand men; you have, I have, ; 
we have; and these larger blessings that we are enjoying to-day, ‘s 
friends, are nothing more than the blessings that have come to 
answer prayers and sacrifices that have been offered upon the altar 
of consecration and service in this land by our fathers, and they are 
being answered unto us. We are richer and better because One atte 
We are proud of our fathers; shall we so live as to make our children 
proud of us? If we are to be as good as our fathers were, we must 
be better men than they were. [ Voice, That is true. | 

Now, we have those sacred landmarks, have we not, in our history 2 
and we love them, we love them. You have a landmark back there 
near Mt. Pleasant, Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania, just a little 
ways removed from that point so sacred to you is where I had my 
birth, and is where I was brought up. If this union takes place, 
brethren, you do not forget or forsake or renounce that sacred spot, 
but you give it to me and to those of my church, and it becomes 
common property with us. We have our landmarks, too, as the 
Methodist Protestant Church, one of ,which is back there in Balti- 
more City in the year 1828, when we began our history as a church; 
and if this union takes place, brethren, if this union takes place, we 
do not surrender that date, that stands for so much in our church 
history. No, but we give it to you and give it willingly and it be- 
comes our common possession. We surrender nothing after all, but 
we gain much in the movement. 

Yes, friends, there are difficulties in the way, but they are not too 
great for us to surmount. I believe that the mind of God is in all 
this, brethren. Let us be spared the folly of opposing Almighty God. 
[Amen.] Let us fall into his plans. The name that was determined 
upon in the meeting of the commissioners, the United Protestant 
Church, is a splendid name which commends itself to me. So very 
much may be said in favor of it, so little can be said against it 
after all. United Protestant Church. And if that were true in this 
country; if that were true in a large measure; if it were true in a 
general sense; the United Protestant Church, protesting against civil, 
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social, moral wrongs. Oh, we will do it and we will do it mere ef- 
fectually than all the Protestant churches have been able to do in 
their divided state and opposition, and we will do it, too, at less 
expense. The United Protestant Church protesting against sin in all 
its form, all its phases, and we will mareh graciously triumphantly 
forward under the one banner, the banner of King Emanuel. It 
is not too much to hope that the union will take place. 

I represent one of the largest conferences in the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church. I was striking the proportion that I represented, while 
I was sitting here this afternoon, and I find that I represent about 
one-fourteenth of the Methodist Protestant Church. And there is 
not a single man, minister, in the Muskingum Annual Conference, so 
far as I know, and T think I know them all, that: is opposed to ‘the 
movement. [ Applause. ] 

The United Protestant Church is a grand tine to think about, the 
vision looms up before us. All the Protestant churches have some 
things, many things in them that are commendable, laudible, useful, 
but the United Brethren have the old time fire, the old time fire, have 
we not? But if that is all we have, we want to look out unless there 
be an explosion. We will put the fire under the boiler of the great 
gospel engine, and then let another Protestant church come and unite 
with us and bring with them the water to put in the boiler. But if 
there is only the fire and water in the boiler, and nothing else, there 
is danger, great danger that there will be an explosion. Let another 
Protestant church come and let it be the great, conservative Presby- 
terian Church. Let her come with her hand upon the throttle, and 
then when steam is up the United Protestant Church of the world 
shall send the gospel engine with the gospel train, down the track 
that stretches across the broad country, and will bring it safely, 
finally, in great triumph to the city of the New Jerusalem. 3 

Brethren, I am in favor of the union, heart and soul, and I do not 
believe that I shall be called upon at any time or at any place to 
stultify myself, or to side-step a principle, or surrender a principle, 
but I must answer unto Almighty God if I do a single, solitary thing 
to oppose the union. May God bless us and speed us on the way. 
[Great applause. | 


Tur Presipent. The next speaker was formerly a presiding elder 
in the Michigan Conference and is a returned missionary from Japan. 
I take pleasure in presenting to you Dr. F. O. Perry. 

Doctor Perry addressed the Conference as follows: 


Fs Mr. President and Brethren: I was just thinking while sitting 
here, that whether you ever join with the Methodist Protestant 
Chur ch or not; you certainly have shown yourselves capable of taking 
an unusually large dose of Methodist Protestantism this afternoon. 

I have thought that ‘were already united. We are one 
in spirit, one in purpose. I believe that these two great denomina- 
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tions will merge without a jar, and yet I would like to utter a word 
of warning to those who object to the word “Methodist,” because I 
am thinking that when that day arrives we will all be shouting Meth- 
odists. I am not sure but what that boiler we have been thinking. 
of will burst, or something will—it will be a great day, brethren. T 
believe it is coming and soon coming. Bra ad 

Our president has asked me to say something about the desirability 
of union as related to our foreign missionary work, because I spent 
some years in the foreign field. It gives me special pleasure to be 
permitted to speak of the character and quality of the missionaries 
that the Methodist Protestant Church has sent out, as I remember 
them. : ? : 

I am glad to see Doctor Howard here to-day. If the missionaries 
in the field had this matter to attend to, we certainly would have 
had union long ago. We have come together by the law of natural 
selection, or affinity, or something else. We have worked together 
harmoniously there. It is unnecessary for me to take time to show 
how essential a uniting of these two denominations is to our work in 
Japan, but I will merely say that our great college at Honjo, Japan, 
located so splendidly with so many boys, needs a theological depart- 
ment. You also need a theological school in Japan. Together, we 
ean have that kind of school, where college students can pass into 
the theological training in our own denomination. I am sorry, too, 
that our own denomination, the Methodist Protestant Church, is not 
in the strictest sense of the word a missionary church. We are virgin 
soil, you will find us so when we are together. We have wealth, but: 
our people have never emphasized the missionary thought as they 
should. They were born in the protest, which is another way of 
saying our church was born in a quarrel. As the old man said, 
“Mary and I were married in 761, and then the war begun.” Our 
ehurch has been putting emphasis upon ecclesiastical reform, and I 
am sure it is not derogatory to us that the entire ecclesiastical world 
has been affected by this reform. 

We sometimes think that when the Lord leads in a new direction 
that those who have gone in the past have made mistakes. We read 
in the life of Jesus where he healed the man on the Sabbath day, 
and in the church of his time there was a great protest. They har- 
assed him on every side. He had broken the law; God had made holy 
the Sabbath day and Jesus Christ, declaring himself to be the Son of 
God, on the Sabbath day, had healed a man. It was useless for him 
to plead the exigency of the occasion or -the long duration of the 
illness. They said, “You have broken the law.” He said, “Well, 
the Son ean do nothing of himself except of what he seeth the Father 
do.” We know he had a divine impulse; we know he was close to 
the heart of God; we know that that church of that day was passing 
—not passing away, but passing into a new and larger realization of 
God in the world. One of the hardest things to make people believe 
is that God ever changes. He does not change in the sense that we 
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change, but God leads us on to higher, larger, and more glorious 
achievements, and we are at such a place to-day. 

Our fathers didn’t make a mistake. The United Brethren Church 
has achieved gloriously, the Methodist Protestant Church has 
achieved gloriously, the leaders of our churches are close to the 
heart of God; are hearing his divine voice; they are asking him to 
lead us out into larger activities and into a larger field than we have 
ever occupied before. And the Son can do nothing of himself except 

_ what he seeth the Father do. There are not mistakes ahead, but God 
is calling us to larger activities. The church of the future is not 
going to quarrel about non-essentials. We are coming now to the 
great standard of. Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God. There we 
will plant our banners. 

Our danger to-day is from those in the pew and pulpit who are 
denying the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ. [Amen.] There is 
where we will stand, brethren, and with that banner we will go forth 
to conquer in his name, because his name is still the light that goeth 
before. But Jesus Christ is calling us to the union. The church 
of the future cannot stand and sing, or,sit and sing, of the “Sweet 
By and By,” and forget that the present is not what it should be, 
and not what it might ke if we were doing our duty. We cannot sing 
of the “land that is fairer that day,” and forget that the day is not 
fair, because we are not making it as Jesus intended that we should. 
We cannot forget that to-day and to-morrow and every day fifteen 
hundred boys are beginning the smoking of that miserable curse, the 
cigaret. We cannot be oblivious to that fact, we cannot have the 
religious spasm once a year in trying to save souls and forget that 
men have souls the rest of the year. And yet, all the year around, the 
devil is at work, night and day, for fifty-two weeks of the year. More 
than five hundred young girls in the United States are sold into white 
slavery. We cannot forget those things, we cannot sing, “Come, ye 
sinners, poor and needy, weak, wounded, sick, and sore,” just once 
in a while, and forget that seventy-five per cent. of the young men 
in our country are not only corrupting their morals, but their very 

_ life blood, by sin in this Christian nation. We cannot forget those 
things. We cannot sing, “Come, ye sinners, poor and needy,” and 
forget the saloon and other things that are welcoming the sinners, 
poor and needy. The timé has come when we must apply the Chris- 
tian religion to the age in which we live and no longer quibble about 
unessential differences. God has called upon us to unite, and, breth- 
ren, we are going to unite. [ Applause. ] 

There are those in our church who will think we are making a 
mistake, who will think we are repudiating the faith of our fathers; 
and in this time and age some will go astray, but the voice of God 
is calling us forward. The command is to advance ground, and in 
the name of God, let us take that advance’ ground. I believe that you 
are a missionary chureh and when the splendid missionary enthusi- 

© asm of your church shall have been joined with the more sluggish 
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life of our church, the whole body will be quickened. We have great 
wealth, many wealthy people, but they have never been quickened 
unto missionary enthusiasm. We need your missionary life and your 
missionary spirit and then our work shall go gloriously forward. 

T am for union. I represent Michigan Conference, not large, numer- 
ically. We have a splendid conference, every man and woman of 
which is waiting for the day when we shall be a united church. We 
have within our borders a splendid college, with perhaps $250,000 
worth of property, which has been doing splendid work for over sixty 
years, and doing better work and larger work than ever before. We 
have a splendid camp-meeting ground. We are standing for the old 
gospel, in its simplicity and purity. We believe that Jesus Christ 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth, and 
we give you our hand and heart for aggressive and earnest evangel- 
ism in the name of the Lord Jesus. “| Applause. ] 


Tur Present. The next speaker for our sister body is the Rev. 
A. J. Christy, of Illinois. 


Rey. A. J. Curistry. Mr. President and Brethren: I wanted to 
talk a little at this session of your conference. J am neither a D.D., 
a LL.D., the president of a college, or the president of a conference. 
I am nothing but a common pastor of a little country church. 
[Applause.] I will stand here, as I don’t want to give discredit to 
that rostrum. You see, I am at the tail-end, anyway. But we be 
brethren and I feel confident that I will get your sympathy, espe- 
cially when I tell you that I received a telegram about half past ten 
o’clock to-day, to make my appearance in Decatur, from the president 
of our general conference; and I got here between two and three 
o'clock, and I could not prepare my speech. I would like to shake 
hands with every man and woman in this audience, for we be brethren. 
We are brethren. [Laughter.] Hold up your right hand, now shake. 
[Shakes his hand, as if shaking hands with the audience.] Thank 
you. I may never have a chance to shake hands with you again until 


we shake hands around God’s throne. Just one thought. I am not , 


going to worry you. Our Young People’s Society has taken this 
pledge: “Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ for strength, I prom- 
ise him that I will strive to do whatever he will have me do,” 
and our Young People’s societies, in a few years, are going to be our 
churches, and I am sure Jesus Christ, in that prayer, in that inter- 
cessory prayer, meant just what he said, for he always did when he 
prayed, that we all might be one “as thou, Father, art in me and I 
in thee,” so that we may all be one. 

We are one, brethren, we all believe in the same Christ. We are 
all working for the same object. We have the same object in view, 
and that is the salvation of the world, and this religion which we 
profess, it is a wonderful religion. It is a religion that transforms 
the wrecks of sin into temples of virtue for the Holy Ghost to dwell 
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in. It is a religion that magnifies and immortalizes the individual 
character and moves upon society, promoting peace and good will 
among men, and it is going on and on until by and by we shall find 
that it will reach to the uttermost parts of the earth, and men and 
women everywhere shall know Jesus Christ, whom to know aright is 
life eternal. 

Now, I am here as a member of the Northern Illinois Conference 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, just a simple member of that 
conference, but when the. talk of union was first suggested in 
our conference, until the present time there has never been a dis- 
senting voice, not one.. [Applause.] We are hoping for the time, 
we hope that God will send it immediately, when we can clasp hands 
with you, not in federation, but in organic union. May God bless 
you. [ Applause. | 


Tur Presipent. Doctor Tagg, who expected to be here to-day, 
editor of one of the Methodist Protestant periodicals, and well known > 
to all of us, sends a letter to our Bishop Mathews, who is president 
of the commission, in which this beautiful passage occurs and which 
I presume to read as I know you will have interest in it. Referring 
to the attitude that we will all need to approach this question of 
union, he says: 


They will have their ears turned Godward ‘to catch the richness 
of spirit and then they will follow in that direction without fear or 
hesitation. We can discuss details until doomsday and not. get to- 
gether. Let us decide that we want to get together, and then in 
the fear of God let us take the best out of the two churches in the 
formation of the new church. Let us not be sparring for position or 
attempt to work out all the concessions that we can get from one 
another, but let us come together determined to adopt all that is good 
in both and we shall then have all that is indispensable in either. 
We may fight for concessions that either of us. wants, but it is an 
aimless, profitless business, but if we fight for what we both want we 
will live to rejoice in victory, and give to posterity, not concessions 
and ultimatums, but the products of the ripest experience of true 
and honest Christian men, and God will follow it with his blessing 
and may peace be unto you. 


Bishop Bell responded as follows: 


The chair has been asked to speak briefly in response to these 
splendid addresses, and I only beg a few moments to eall your at- 
tention to two or three things which it would seem to be entirely 
pertinent and appropriate-as a concluding reflection on this most sig- 
nificant and destined-to-be historic hour. 

First, let us note, that in order to get an appreciation of any imme- 
diate process we must get a sense of perspective and relationship; 
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and I should like to have us all consider this afternoon that the 
effort to realign American Christianity is not sporadic; it is not 
incidental; it is not a half-step; it is neither a sharp nor a flat; it 
is a great unison of God in his divine providence, born» of the Holy 
Spirit, and tremendously in earnest and urgent for the salvation of 
the whole world. [Applause.] Therefore, as men and women to-day, 
we are dealing with no ordinary question when we approach it. We 
are dealing with the providential trend of the hour. In the foreign 
missionary field where our men who are on the firing line have been 
against heathenism in all its mighty wretchedness and sorrow for 
these centuries and decades of the past, these foreign missionaries 
have been melted under the blessing: of the Holy Ghost into a great 
whole, and we cannot hold them apart by denominational lines. They 
get together in the presence of heathenism, and acknowledging Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior and Sovereign, and the inerrant Word 
of God as their great evangel, they insist that they shall stand as a 
unit against the arts of demonism and that they shall triumph, not 
in the power of segregated education, but in the power of a mighty 
unison that shall cause the earth to tremble and shall give birth to 
a new era/in the salvation of the heathen world. [Applause.]- What 
has been done abroad in these last years has come across the tides 
of the seas and swept in upon the old, established: churches in what 
we call the home lands. Ne 
When Europe had that splendid Edinburgh conference, when the 
forces of Christianity were summoned to survey the problem of com- 
pleting the task of evangelization of the world, God so moved that 
meeting by his presence until the men of every faith, no matter how 
indifferent they had been, stood with a new interest in the very voice 
of God that bade all Christendom accept the challenge in the pres- 
ence of an uncompleted task in the evangelization of the world and 
hasten to complete it by simplifying the organic and the adminis- 
trative life of the Christian forces of the whole world. [Applause. ] 
When we approach a question like this, let me remind you that it 
seems very clear to many of us, that, speaking reverently, God has 
been shut up in this movement to getting hold of the conscience and 
attitude of the smaller denominations first. We have about 189 or 
190 different sects or denominations in America to-day, all claiming 
to carry the essentials of the Book of God and all claiming to accept 
the challenge of the one cross, and all claiming: to pledge themselves 
at the same altar; but mark you, while we can recognize that Proy- 
idence that has released us to such great evangelization, to such great 
_attitude and such great freedom of conscience and the encouragement 
to such great freedom in the organization of new denominations and 
new sects in this great, virgin continent, let us remind ourselves to- 
day that this simply came in the providence of God as one phase of 
the evolution of the administration of Christianity and that, having 
served its purpose, it is time for those divisions to yield to the high 
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and infinite idea of the twentieth century and the summons of the 
eross to conquer the world. [Applause. ] 

No man needs to think seriously on this question for any length 
of time but what he must feel the impact and the grip of this tre- 
mendous call of God for the simplification of the administrative 
forces of our holy religion in America. For eight years my heart 
has gone up, heart to heart with my fellow-leaders of all Protestant 
forces in the lands west of the Rockies, and I beg you to hear me 
to-day when I tell you that our hearts have flowed together until 
the representatives of these great denominations that have been rep- 
resented on this platform to-day, we have all come together in such 
unison and harmony of faith and have so sanctified our own altars 
and our common appreciation of the faith of fidelity and brother- 
hood, that we beg this great American church of ours to open her 
heart to our imperative demand that you shall let us love one another 
and serve together in unity of faith and in the bonds of peace. 
[ Applause. | 

I referred to the fact that it was very natural that any such move- 
ment as this must come from the smaller denominations. I refer to 
that again, because I want you to see the logic of it. You take the 
great denominations to-day that are learning conscience, that have 
tremendous vested interests, that have perfected ecclesiastical ma- 
chinery, that have history back of them that they reckon transfers 
them. to other continents and lands, and we must reckon on that self- 
consciousness and on a certain measure of self-complacency that 
erows out of the very size which they represent. Oh, hear me to- 
day! Without faltering one moment, beloved, as we stand under 
this hallowed banner of our fathers, which testifies that “we are breth- 
ren,” let us extend that great salutation to-day to this splendid 
Methodist Protestant Church, and assure them that they shall be 
ours in the holy formation of a new administrative life and policy 
which shall command us unitedly for the kingdom of God. [Ap- 
plause. ] 

Now, I speak reverently again. It appears to many others that God 
has been holding our own dear denomination for the time when the 
elock would strike the hour and the very sons of the sainted Otter- 
bein, who did not dream himself of giving birth to a separate sect, 
but who carried the imperial passion of Oalvary and who received 
the anointing of the Holy Ghost and who cried out for a clean heart 
and found it in the blessing of God. It is fitting that the very suc- 
eessors of that sainted Otterbein should throw themselves in the 
breach of a violated and dismounted Protestantism and fling to the 
banner in all North America the imperative challenge with the union 
of these divided forces. [Great applause. ] \ 

God Almighty gave us birth for such an hour, and from our splen- 
did printing establishment on through our colleges and our great 
Seminary, we shall join forces with these splendid brothers of our. 
kindred faith and unite our forces in our institutions of learning 
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for the training of a great ministry for the kingdom of God. In 
the name of the Holy Ghost we shall lay a platform on which the 
long-divided forees of the North American Continent can rally for 
splendid and superior achievement and suecess.  [ Applause. ] - 

And now, brothers, beloved, I refuse to longer delay. My heart 
is with thy heart now and we are brethren. [Applause.] I must 
not go at length, although my heart impels me, but let me say this 
in conclusion, must I not, let us stand with uneovered head in the 
presence of Christ and the leadership of the Holy Spirit. You 
say there are difficulties. Let me tell you, they are not insuperable. 
Do you reckon that a lot of great, fine men like these who have 
spoken to us to-day, a lot of great, fine men like you who occupy 
these pews, have not gray matter enough to work out the larger 
policy that will enable us to accomplish it for the kingdom of God? 
[ Applause. ] 

And do you suppose that in the light of the twentieth century 
we cannot do it? I should say not. Perish the thought. We ean 
and we will, so help us God. [Applause.] 

And now my beloved fellow-soldiers of the cross, I only want to 
say in conclusion, we are going to do this-for the sake of the larger 
thing that is to come in the years right ahead. We will have chureh 
after church coming to this standard if we waver not and plant 
it upon the parapets of modern Christian faith and progressiveness. 
And so God help us to be true, and then for the sake of the things 
that are right ahead, the uncompleted task of Christianizing the 
world and the uncompleted task of saving from under-civilization 
sand trailing a path straight through the heart of materialistic divi- 
sion with the great Gospel of Christ, that we may put the whole of > 
North America on fire with a passion for the mighty gospel of 
evangelism, and so help our Christ to bring the great world a trophy 
at his feet, because we stood first and last and all the time for the 
unification of the Christian forces when God’s providence blazed 
the way and there hung over us the pillar of cloud by day and 
the pillar of fire by night. I thank you. 


The Arion Quartet then sang, “My faith is clinging to the cross 
so dear.” 

Tue Presipent. We can now go steadily on in the spirit of prayer 
and in the spirit of an alert business. 

Doctor Kepuart. I have a further report of the Committee on 
the Government of the Church I wish to pass to the printer. 

On motion, it was referred without reading. 

Dr. H. H. Four. The Report of the Committee on Course of 
Study is ready to refer their report to the secretary for printing. 

On motion, this was also referred. 
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Rey. R. A. Hirr, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I have the Re- 
port of the Committee on Publishing Interests. We have not recom- 
mended any changes in the Discipline, and we might take it up and 
act upon it at once. 

Tne Presipent. The chairman of the Committee on Publishing 
Interest says that his report will make no changes in the Discipline. 
Would you like to hear it and adopt it without passing it to the 
printer? Or, what is your pleasure? 

Mr. Jay M. Cogan, of East Ohio Conference. I move that the 
rules be suspended and that we hear the Report of the Committee on 
Publishing Interests at once. 

Seconded. 

The rules were suspended. 

THe Presipent. The secretary will read. Notice this is on its 
final passage. 

Secretary Keppel then read the complete report of the Committee 
on Publishing Interests. 

Tue Presipent. Will it please you to adopt this report, item at 
a time, or all at once? 

Doctor Lowery. I move you that it be adopted as a whole. 

Seconded. 

Mr. E. L. Suuny. Mr. President, many of us did not hear the 
report. 

Proressor Krppet. This is an exceedingly important report and 
I am not in favor of hurrying it through. I think it ought to go to 
the printer and we ought to have a chance to look at it before we 
adopt it, and I so move. 

Tue Presipent. You will have to reconsider the vote by which 
you ordered its immediate passage. 

On motion of Doctor Washinger, the action to put the report on 
its immediate passage was reconsidered. : 

On motion of Rev.~M. B. Spayd, the report was then referred 
to the printer. 

Rev. G. E. Berrou. The Committee on Order of Business has a 
short report. 

Tue Preswwent. ~We will hear. 

Your Committee on Order of Business recommend that the election 
of Bishops be made the special order of the day, to-morrow, Wed- 
nesday afternoon, at three o’clock, to be followed in order as given 
in the rules, after the reports of the committees on the several de- 
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partments of church have been considered by the General Confer- 
ence. 

This report was adopted on motion of Rev. M. B. Spayd. 

Various committees announced committee meetings, and on mo- 
tion of Doctor Lowery, Conference adjourned with benediction by 
Dr. Lyman E. Davis, of the Methodist Protestant fraternal dele- 
gation. 


SIXTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
Wepnespay, May 14, 1913. 

Bishop Weekley called the Conference to order, and called upon 
Rev. A. Orr, of Southeast Ohio Conference,.to conduct the deyo- 
tional exercises. 

Professor Ruebush announced the song, Nearer, My God, to Thee,” 
also, “Savior, more than life to me.” 

Rey. A. Orr then read a few verses on the subject of “Prayer.” 
“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you.” Followed with prayer. 

Conference then joined in singing “Glory to his name,” and the 
President then ealled upon Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Confer- 
ence, and Rev. H. J. Fisher, of the Otterbein Church, Baltimore, 
Maryland, to lead in prayer. 

Following prayer, Rev. A. 8S. Hammack addressed the Conference 
on the subject, “Men, the Need of the Hour.” 

Tue Presipent. How we need men! Men who believe in Jesus 
Christ; men who fear God and hate the devil; men who are sound on 
all moral questions from core to circumference; men who will do 
right though the heavens fall and the earth reels. Men who will 
never drag, nor run; men who have a mission and are ready to per- 
form it, who have a message and are courageous enough to proclaim 
it. Husbands who are as good as their wives, and fathers who are as 
good as their daughters, and brothers who are as good as their sisters. 
Men who are big enough and broad enough to make their wives and 
daughters and sisters their equals at the polls. [Applause.] That is 
what I was trying to get to. We believe that the men all over this 
country from ocean to ocean ought to stand for woman’s suffrage. 
[Applause.] Of course, the United Brethren Church stands for it. 
It stands for everything that is progressive and aggressive, and looks 
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for the ultimate object, the saving of the whole world for Jesus 
Christ. hone 

Unless it is demanded, the roll will not be called. We will hear the 
reading of the minutes of yesterday. 

Secretary read the minutes of Tuesday’s sessions. 

The minutes were, after slight corrections, approved. 

Tur Presipent. What is the pleasure of the Conference? Are 
there any miscellaneous matters to present? 

Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, there 
was put in my hands this morning a communication from a pastor 
of our chureh at Elida, Ohio, bringing the sad intelligence that 
‘Father E. Counseller, about eighty years of age, an itinerant in this 
Church for about sixty years, is very ill, having been a member of our 
General Conference in the past and an earnest and efficient minister 
of the gospel. I wish to suggest that his name be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Correspondence and that they send him a letter of greeting. 

This was done by general consent. 

Tie Presipent. The Committee on Superintendency is ready to re- 
port. 

Secretary Keppel then read the complete written report of the Com- 
mittee on Superintendency. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUPERINTENDENCY. 


We, your Committee on Superintendency, respectfully recommend 
the following: That there be five Bishops’ districts constituted as 
follows, namely: 

alle 1. East District. 

Allegheny, East Pennsylvania, Erie, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West 
Virginia, East Ohio, Southeast Ohio, Ohio German, Georgia. 

2. Chicago District. 

Sandusky, Miami, Indiana, Northern Llinois, Lower Wabash, St. 
Joseph, White River, Kentucky, East Tennessee, West Tennessee, 
Chickamauga, Michigan. 


3. Kansas City District. 

Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa State, Missouri, North Kansas, South- 
west Kansas, Neosho, West Nebraska, North Nebraska, East Ne- 
braska, Louisiana. 

4. Pacific District. 

California, Columbia River, Oregon, Montana, Colorado, North 

Texas, Oklahoma. 
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5. Foreign Mission District. 
Africa, Porto Rico, Japan, China, Philippines. 
2. That the following ke substituted for Article 14, Section 8, 
Chapter 6. “Vacancy in a District.” Found on page 59, namely: 
Vacancy in a Bishop’s District. 

In case a vacancy in the office of Bishop in any. district occurs 
during the first three years of the quadrennium it shall be the duty. 
of the remaining Bishops to hold an election by letter ballot; all 
members of the preceding General Conference, who are members of 
the Church, voting. The Publishing Agent shall provide and send 
out the blank ballots and return-stamped envelopes under the direc- 
tion of the Board of Bishops. The Board of Bishops shall appoint 
a board of tellers, three in number, from the membership of the 
Church in the vicinity of Dayton, Ohio. The ballots shall be turned 
over to them by the Publishing Agent, as directed by the Bishops. 
The Bishops shall set a date when the ballots must be in, and also 
when and where the ballots must be counted by the tellers, these two 
dates to be printed on the ballots sent out to the delegates. The 
tellers shall certify the entire vote to the Bishops, and they shall 
announce the election of thé person receiving a majority of the votes 
cast. In case no election occurs on the first ballot, other ballots shall 
be taken until some one receives a majority vote. In case a vacancy 
occurs during the last year of the quadrennium, the remaining 
Bishops shall divide the work of the district among themselves for 
the remainder of the quadrennium. 


(Signed) 
D. D. Lowery, Chairman. W. F. Cronk. 
I. A. Honproox. W. M. Jonns. 
A. H. Resse. P J. T. Fosrer,. 
W. A. Nicuons. J. W. Lituy. 
S. W. Pauvt. J. T. MoCruary. 
J. T. Rogerrs. J. W. Owen. 
C. H. Birp. 


Dr. D. D. Lowery. Mr. Chairman, I wish to say that the com- 
mittee had agreed on the following, which, somehow, was omitted 
when it was transcribed, and I should like to have this to be entered 
by common consent, so it may be’ considered with the report. this 
morning. Immediately after the naming of the Bishops’ districts 
and indicating their boundaries, insert the following, “Each Bishop 
shall be required to reside in the district in which he may be as- 
signed, and the Bishop of the foreign district is to co-operate with 
the Foreign Missionary Board, which board shall pay one-half of 
his salary and his traveling expenses in hi 
fields of his districts.” This re 
from the committee, 
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Tue Presipent. Will you allow this by common consent, to go 
in as part of the report? [Voices, Agreed. ] 

Tue Presipent. Now, will you adopt the report? Give us a 
motion. 3 

Dr. R. J. Wurre. -Mr. Chairman, I move you, that it be adopted. 

Seconded. 

Doctor FunKuousrr. Mr. President, I move you that the whole 
of the report be stricken out after the sentence, “that there be five 
Bishops’ districts,” and that the first item then be referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. 

Seconded. 

Doctor Lowery. Mr. Chairman, there is no doubt that it is the 
prerogative of this body to do that, but I wish to say here, that I 
do not wish such a motion as this to be made as a reflection on the 
committee that has this matter in charge. This has been the method 
of procedure heretofore. 

Rev. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to say that there is no need of passing this motion. It is 
only a matter of technicality. If this is referred back to the Boun- 
dary Committee it will delay the consideration of the report. 

Dr. A. P. FunkHousrer. Now, Mr. Chairman, I made that motion 
for two reasons: First, what is the business of the Boundary Com- 
mittee, if it is not to determine boundaries? It is the province of 
the Boundary Committee to fix the boundaries of the Bishops’ dis- 
tricts, and, second, these boundaries do not suit me. That is a good 
reason why I should make a motion. I am perfectly willing to have 
five Bishops, five straight Bishops, and then have this Conference 
make five special Bishops’ districts; not a Bishop to be working un- 
der the Foreign Missionary Secretary or the Foreign Missionary 
Board, but a Bishop. With the idea of five Bishops in this country, 
the boundaries would be arranged differently. Now, in the second 
part of this, because my motion to strike out includes it all, we are 
certainly exceeding our prerogatives as a legislative body. The Con- 
stitution provides how Bishops shall be elected, and we cannot con- 
travene the provision of the Constitution without having it amended, 
and it is not in the province of this body to amend it. When we 
provide here for a letter ballot, with the General Conference ad- 
journed sine die, and the members scattered all over this country, 
we are undertaking to do what we are prohibited from doing. In 
Section Four, of Article One, in the Constitution, the procedure of 
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electing Bishops is prescribed: “The General Conference shall at 
such session elect Bishops from among the elders throughout the 
Church who have stood six years in that capacity.” 

The members of the Conference are not a General Conference ex- 
cept when they are together and in session. We elect members to 
the Ingislature, but it is not a legislature except when they are to- 
gether and in session; and when they have adjourned, sine die, any 
member of that body has no more legislative power and authority 
than any other citizen of the commonwealth. The Bishops must be 
elected by the General Conference when it is in session, and it is 
limited even as to that. It is specifically stated that the election 
shall come at such session as is described in this article. We cannot 
be called together after the body has been adjourned, sine die, and 
perform the duties here prescribed. 

I have another reason in my mind. The business and duties of 
our Bishops. We have no episcopal function; it is against our 
make-up, against our theories, against our inheritance. We are 
a democracy, we do not give our authority to any set of men. The 
Bishops are the superintendents of the Church, and the dignity 
which they receive is in this exclusive election. We cannot make 
Bishops, except in the prescribed way, and the fact that they have 
authority, that they have prestige, that they have influence, comes 
from the very manner and method of our choice. And if we were 
to go around in any sort of a loose way and pick up Bishops at any 
odd times, we have lost the things that belong to the office. Our 
Bishops should be leaders.’ Leaders, such as would come to this 
Conference with an outline of work to be done and something that 
they stand for, that this Church should lead up to. And I want to 
say, if you will permit me to say, that the weakness of our whole 
system is our election. When a man’s position depends upon the 
sentiment in which he is held, and the viewpoint with which he is 
looked upon by this body, it is an element of weakness that does 
not promote the great leadership, which we desire. When we come 
around, then, to passing this or not, and we shall, if occasion re- 
quires, pick up a Bishop just as it suits our convenience, we are 
degrading the office as well as ourselves; as well as going contrary 
to the spirit and letter of this law. I think I am in perfect order 
when I say in this motion that we strike out any of this little 
method of procedure by which we-shall violate the spirit and letter 
of our organic law and lower in our own estimate and sentiment, 
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and in the estimate of the world, the officer in the office to which we 
elect him. But, I am sure that any one who reads this carefully and 
thoughtfully will agree with the position which I have taken. 

Secretary Kepren. Mr. Chairman, a point of order. That is a 
double motion, and double motions should be divided. I ask that 
the question be divided and the motion to strike out be put as one 
question, and the motion to refer, as another. 

Doctor FunKHouser. The secretary is certainly in order, and I 
second the motion. 

Secretary Krpprent. The motion is on striking out. 

Docrork FunkHousrer. If you will permit me, I will amend that 
motion, Mr. Chairman, to refer the first item and strike out the sec- 
ond. Then it will be clear that the first item, Item 1, giving the 
boundaries of the districts, be referred to the Boundary Committee. 
I think they will act under the instructions of the Conference or 
the sentiment of the Conference. ' 

Tue Presipent. Now, the motion is, to refer. the first part of the 
report to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Rey. W. L. Cuimopress, of Louisiana Conference. Mr. President, 
it cam’t make any difference about what the procedure of this Con- 
ference has been in the past. In regard to this matter of the super- 
intendency, the Discipline is very plain; if it indicates anything at 
all, it indicates very plainly the duty of the Boundary Committee, 
and on Page 166, Part 7, under the head of boundaries, Bishops’ 
districts and annual conference districts are included, and it is 
certainly obvious to the most unsophisticated here, that the duty 
of the Boundary Committee is to outline the Bishops’ districts, and 
not the duty of the Committee on Superintendency. 

Dr. W. R. Func. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that so far as 
the number of Bishops is concerned that I am not interested, only 
to this extent. I do believe that an answer ought to be made to 
Doctor Funkhouser’s statement in reference to the relation of a 
foreign Bishop to the Foreign Missionary Society. I am not in any 
way responsible for the recommendation in the secretary’s report. 
Personally, I differed from him a little, on that question. I differ 
from him possibly on the question of a foreign Bishop, when it comes 
down to the real, actual facts of the case, but if we are going to 
have a foreign Bishop, he ought to be in absolute co-operation with 
the Foreign Missionary Society, with the great program that has 
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been mapped out by the man who has studied this program better 
and longer than any of us here to-day. 

Tur Presipenr. Doctor Funk, the motion is to refer this part. 

Docror Funk. I understand, Mr. Chairman, and my argument is 
on reference, for I do not believe this ought to be referred as it now 
is. to the Committee on Boundaries. I believe that the question of 
superintendeney comes into this third item. Hence, I am opposed 
to the reference. I have said I am opposed to the reference for - 
the reason that this is not a question of boundaries, it is a question 
of superintendency. I hope this General Conference will under- 
stand Doctor Hough on this matter, and I believe he ought to be 
heard. He knows much more about that field and its workings and 
its relation with the foreign system, and the import of a foreign 
Bishop, that he ought to be heard upon that question. 

Docror FunKkuousrr. The members of the Conference should dis- 
cuss this, and then if it is desired, have Doctor Hough address the 
Conference. 

Secretary Keppet. If the chair please, I move as a substitute 
for the motion to refer, that we strike out all that portion of the 
Report on Superintendeney which begins with the word “consti- 
tuted” after the word “districts,” “that there shall be five Bishops’ 
districts,” that we strike out all that part of the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Superintendeney, beginning with the word “constituted,” 
and ending with the word “Philippines.” In other words, that we 
strike out that part of the report which defines the Bishops’ districts. 

Seconded. 

Rey. A. H. Reese, of West Virginia Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I think the Committee on Superintendenecy was instructed by the 
elders that this was their duty, and to refer this and to strike this 
out, now it seems that this committee did not know what they were 
doing, and it don’t mean anything to have a Committee on Super- 
intendency. J cannot understand, when a committee is appointed 
for a given object and then instructed what to do, why you wish to 
discard its recommendations. 

Rey. E. R. Baser, of North Kansas Conference. As chairman of 
the committee, I want to state that we are not anxious to renew our 
work that we have already had, but the committee was unanimous 
in the decision that the work belonged to the Boundary Committee, 
We commenced our work in defining the Bishops’ districts, but we 
understood that the Committee on Superintendency had that all 
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completed, and so we decided that to bring in two reports would 
cause confusion and delay, and we took the action indicated by one 
of our members. 

Tur Prestpent. Are you ready to vote on Brother Keppel’s mo-— 
tion to strike out? 

Secretary Kepret. I do not know what the temper of this Con- 
ference is, with respect to these things. I do not know whether this 
Conference wants four Bishops’ districts in the United States and 
a foreign district, or whether they*want three in the United States 
and two in the foreign, or how the Conference wants it. And while 
many members of the Conference thought they knew what they 
wanted, I know absolutely that so far as one delegate is concerned, 
he knows only what he wants, and you can only tell by the votes 
of delegates. : 

My purpose in moving to strike this out is because I do not pro- 
pose to stand for this division of the Conference into Bishops’ dis- 

- tricts. J am opposed to it. J think it violates fundamentally those 
principles upon which the Church of the United Brethren in Christ 
ought to work. We face two tremendous problems. One of them is 
the’ problem of foreign missions, and the other is the problem of 
home missions. Now, if you elect one Bishop, one foreign Bishop, 
and give him the Orient and give him Africa and give him Porto 
Rico, you do not elect a foreign missionary Bishop, you elect a naval 
Bishop. If we are going to have a foreign Bishop, let us move up 
to the point where we ought to move. Let us do what the National 
Cash Register Company would do. Let us do what a railroad com- 
pany would do. Let us put two foreign Bishops in the field and make 
one of them the Bishop of Africa, and the other of the Orient, or 
else let us not try to elect such a Bishop at this time, for he will 
have to spend all his time practically upon the high seas. There is 
no use of it. It is not business. It is not sense. It is not religion, 
and the problem of Africa is not the problem of the Orient, and 
~for that reason I want that part of the report stricken out. So much 
for the foreign mission problem. i 

I believe that Porto Rico, after all, is a home mission problem. 
[Applause.] I believe that the time,is not very far off when Porto 
Rica will be an American State, having its Congressman and Sen- 
ators in the Congress at Washington, and it will be clamoring to 
be recognized as an American State. That is the hope and heart of 
Porto Rico to-day. They are looking toward the American flag. 
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That is the home mission problem. In the little district which 
Providence placed me in, in the State in which I was born, we have 
a home mission problem that has been a bafiling problem from the 
beginning; but the Panama Canal will be open in a few months, 
and already tickets have been sold in the south of Europe for men 
and women who are coming to California. The home mission prob- 
lem on the Pacifie Coast is going to be an everlasting and ever- 
appearing problem. The home mission problem of this Church lies 
in the Southwest. In the Northwest, the stream of travel is going 
in towards the Southwest, up against the Rocky Mountains. We put 
our splendid presiding officer in that district eight years ago and he 
accomplished a wonderful work there in the home mission field. 

Dr. J. S. Futron. Mr. Chairman, all this discussion will have to 
be gone over again. Very much depends on the Boundary Com- 
mittee’s report as to the number of districts. J therefore move you, 
that this be laid on the table until we consider their report. 

Bisnop Casrir. I raise a point of order. One member cannot 
make a motion while another member is on the floor. 

Tur Preswent. The point is well taken. 

Secretary Kepren. The eastern slope of the Rocky Mountains is 
the second great home mission field of this Church. In that field, 
Bishop Weekley went and worked. He took a losing game and trans- 
formed it into a winning one. A gain in membership, of resources, 
and.a splendid uplift of United Brethrenism. But he nearly killed 
himself in doing it. The work was too strong for one man. That 
ought to be divided, with the line of Colorado, Kansas, and Missouri 
to the southwest over there, and to the northwest over here. Then 
we have one more great home mission problem, and it is the prob- 
lem of the South. That ought to be combined with the Eastern 
District, the Central, part of it with the Eastern and part with 
the Central. We ought to have every one of our Bishops’ districts 
united with this great home mission problem, and those are the 
reasons why I am moving to strike this part of the report out. I 
want an adjustment of Bishops’ districts, and a provision for enough 
districts so that we can handle the foreign mission field as it 
ought to be, and right here and right now, I want to say one word 
about the question of money. You are spending $1,000,000 a year 
upon foreign mission fields, and you must provide adequate super- 
intendency for that work and pay adequate salaries for it, or you are 
wasting your money. No business saves any money by decreasing 
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the salary of its superintendents, or the number of its superintend- 
ents. Take the boss off of the job, and it spells bankruptcy, and 
we need not less Bishops at home. We need more. This Church, 
eight years ago, gave us five at home, when it had fifty thousand less 
members, and forty per cent. less capacity to pay. We have been 
for eight years not gaining so much in membership as in actual 
development of possibilities for doing things. Every member in this 
Chureh in the last eight years has grown stronger financially and 
stronger in the understanding of the supreme call of the Church 
upon him to help the Church, and so now after eight years of 
such splendid developments are we going to say as the result of 
development, we are not ready to advanee? I hope you will strike 
that part out. 4 : 

Bisuor Castie. Without entering into a controversy upon this 
question, I simply want to render my judgment. I struck a live 
wire this morning just a little before daylight; and I could not sleep 
any more. That live wire was, the number of Bishops for this 
country. My only impression was that this country ought not have 
less than five Bishops. [Applause.] As has been said by Professor 
Keppel, that coast land is becoming wonderful land. I went there 
thirty-six years ago, and the changes have been wonderful since 
then. Land that could be bought then for three dollars an acre, 
improved and cultivated, is now bringing $1,000, $1,500, and $2,000 
an acre. What made it? Why, cultivation; and what we want on 
that coast is cultivation. Great demand for the work on the fields, 
and that demand is everywhere in this country. Have a foreign 
Bishop, one or two, if you wish; but I believe this country ought not 
to have less than five Bishops, who will do good and effective work. 
I venture that much as my judgment to you. 

Mr. E. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. I would suggest that a 
better thing than a motion to strike it all out, is to meet the question 
squarely and fairly now. But to do that, let us be square with our- 
selves and let us divide the question in a little different way. Let 
us have a division which shall set aside entirely this question of 
foreign work from the American work. Let us discuss the question 
of Bishops in this country alone, and make our division by districts 
here squarely among ourselves, and then take up this foreign question 
and decide what we want to do. It seems to me we ought to vote 
down the motion to strike out and then divide the question and dis- 
cuss it fairly. 
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Proressor Kerrey. I think I have a right to close the debate. I 
desire to say to Professor Shuey that his idea is mine exactly, but 
as long as this division into five specifie districts stares us in the 
face, we are going to get more or less tangled with it in our dis- 
cussion of it. If this division of districts were stricken out, I 
should then move that we have five Bishops for the home territory. 

Seconded. 

Tur Presipent. Are you ready to vote on Professor Keppel’s 
motion? Those favoring will show the hand, opposed, by like sign. 
It prevails. x 

Pror. A. A. Maystnues, of Miami Conference. I would like to 
amend by striking out the word “five” and inserting the word “ten.” 

Seconded by Doctor Fulton. e 

Proressor Maysttues. Now, Mr. Chairman, I ‘am seriously con- 
viected of what I am about to present here, shall be adopted by 
the General Conference, but there is coming a time when the Gen- 
eral Conference of the United Brethren Church ought to pay some 
attention to the humble ministry at home, which has not had prob- 
ably the proper amount of representation here that it ought to have. 
Before I came here, the Ministerial Association of the city of 
Dayton called a meeting and requested its delegation to appear, 
and four of the delegates to this Conference honored that board 
meeting with their presence. I was one of them and was brought 
into harmony with the recommendation there made. I have heard 
since I have been on this floor, from every officer of this Church 
giving his report, sorrow over the fact that we do not have enough 
money to meet our demand, and depricating the further fact that 
the United Brethren Church is sadly and sorely in need of men. 
Some of us have come to believe that the present organization, a 
wheel within a wheel, is out of date, and let it now be understood 
that what I shall say is no reflection upon our present presiding 
elder, Doctor Kurtz; for by way of comparison of his work with 
that of other officials in our Church, I guarantee that he will not 
suffer. I come not as an enemy of any individual who holds an 
office. I have no friends to reward by way of making positions for 
.them. I am not eligible to a position that might be made by way 
of this resolution, therefore, it is in order I think, that I present 
this summary, this crystallization of the sentiment, agreed to or 
approved in every particular except the point of salary, by no less 
a personage than Doctor Shuey, whom this Church has delighted to 
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‘honor in times gone by, and to whose counsel we have been glad to 


listen. This summary was made by the Rev. E. E. Saul, my own 
pastor, and I want to read it to you. 


Wuereas, the Church is in erying need of both men and money 
and the offices of Bishop and presiding elder could be combined so 
as to give more efficient superintendency with a saving of both 
men and money; therefore, be it 

Resolved, I. That the offices of Bishop and presiding elder be 
eliminated. 

Il. That the General Conference cause the Church in the United 
States to be divided into ten districts. : 

Ill. That the General Conference elect ten elders, who shall be 
superintendents over the ten several districts of the Church. 

IV. That each superintendent shall live on his district and have 
complete supervision of the same. 

V. That the Board of Superintendents shall meet in annual ses- 
sions for the sare purposes of the annual meeting of the present 
Board of Bishops, as provided in the Discipline on Page 58, Section 8. 

VI. The duties of the superintendent of each district shall be 
to hold the annual conferences, presiding over the annual sessions, 
perform the rite of ordination, give licenses to candidates for the 
ministry, station the preachers, fill vacancies on fields of labor, offici- 
ate at the dedication of the churches of his district, visit as often 
as possible the various charges of his district, and such other duties 
as the General Conference shall direct. 

VII. Each annual conference shall elect a committee of three 


“ministers who shall assist the superintendent in stationing the 


preachers and co-operate with him in managing the work of the 
conference. 

VIII. All official meetings of the local church shall be presided 
over by the pastor of the charge, who shall also send a written 
report of his work at stated times to the superintendent of the 
district. 

IX. The superintendent shall give a written report of his work 
to each annual conference of his district, and to the Board of Super- 
intendents annually. 


These facts were presented by the pastors in that particular meet- 
ing: Forty-four presiding elders, at the salary of $1,200 a year, 
five bishops at a salary of $2,500, making a total for the quadren- 
nium—Bishops, $12,500; presiding elders, $52,800. A total of $65,300 
for the supervision in this Church under the present plan. The cost 
of supervision would be, under the proposed plan, $12,000, a saving 
of thirty-nine men and $53,300. 

The motion did not prevail. 
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Rev. R. A. Hirt, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I move to strike 
out the words, “home field.” 

Seconded. 

Docror Funk. Does the mover mean to say by that that Professor 
Keppel’s motion would not come up so we could consider a foreign 
Bishop ? 

Rey. R. A. Hirr. I do not. 

Dr. A. P. Funxnouser. We have already voted on the substance 
of that motion and I would rise to a point of order, whether it is in 
order or not at this time, having passed on it. 

Srorerary Keppen. As the report of the committee now stands, 
it says that there shall be five Bishops’ districts, which is exactly 
as I understand what Brother Hitt is trying to accomplish. Now, 
we are trying to amend it, so that we may settle the question of how 
many for the home field and how many for the foreign, and we are 
trying to separate them. If you strike out the words, “home field,” 
then settle the question of the foreign Bishop under the five. Let 
us meet the two issues separately. 

Rev. R. A. Hirr. I will withdraw my motion, with the consent 
of the second. 

Bisnop Marurws. I think you would permit me with delicacy to 
eall your attention to the force of the word “home,” whether it 
would extent over beyond America. It is worth considering. 

Docror Funk. I wish to amend, and say, “the United States,” 
instead of “home.” 

Srcrerary Kepret. We will accept that with the consent of the 
second. 

Tue Presipent. The mover accepts this change. : 

Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I would like to ask if 
that would infer that they are not Bishops when in the United 
States; whether that wording would not include the idea when 
they are not in the United States they are not Bishops. 

Question called for. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. I am decidedly opposed to 
the proposition to have five Bishops’ districts, or five Bishops in 
the United States. I think our secretary is right in his suggestion 
that we should meet this question fairly, and those of us who are 
in favor of four, we may be mistaken, and it is possible that the 
people who are in favor of five are mistaken; at least we have the 
right and privilege to express our opinion in speech and in vote, 
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_and I wish to say in the first place that I am opposed to four Bishops. 

I mean five Bishops, in the United States. I think that four Bishops 
can do the work in the United States. Four Bishops have done it 
and done it very acceptably for the past three years. .We do not need 
so much general superintendency. I believe in bettering home mis- 
sionary work and these missionary problems on the coast and in 
the south, and I think, friends, that we have been doing that. I 
notice from the report that $27,000 was spent by the Home Mission- 
ary Society in the three coast conferences during the last quadren- 
nium, and that in the south over $16,000 was spent by the Home 
Missionary Society; showing that the home missionary interests 
in these districts are not being neglected. 

Rev. L. S. Wooprurr, of California Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
and members of the General Conference: I am sure that there is 
not a member of the General Conference here to-day, but what is 
interested in having the very best possible supervision and advance- 
ment in ‘this Church. I think I need not touch the question at. all 
as to the facts, for the eyes of the whole Church are turned to our 
home missionary work on the coast. We have been working there 
for a number of years. We have sent some splendid men there and 
they have returned. Others have gone there and lost out entirely. 
If the Bishop is as necessary as my brother says he is, and we all 
believe he is, a close supervision in these larger conferences, where 
at the telephone call you can muster a dozen to fifteen of the breth- 
ren together in any campaign you want. Then I ask you, if it is 
not more necessary that we shall have a Bishop where we are seven 
hundred to one thousand, two thousand, and three thousand miles 
apart. I would like to have you think of what other churches are 
doing on the Pacific Coast. I would like to have you bear in mind 
to-day that when you send some of your best men and strong men 
to the coast, and when they find that other denbdminations have 
close supervision, and when they have a gathering which may have 
a Bishop or superintendent there to represent them and stand back 
of their interests, that some of our men become discouraged. We 
stand to-day, as we have never stood in our history upon the Pacific 
Coast. Our splendid Bishop is known and stands a peer to every 
man in every other denomination upon that coast. There is not a 
man in America that can command the attention and the hearing 
on the Pacific Coast as that United Brethren Bishop did. [ Applause. ] 
We have suffered because of the plan of the last four years. We 
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ought to have the five Bishops in the United States, and we ought 
to divide these lines so that the Pacific Coast will have a Bishop. 
I desire to say that this quadrennium before us now means more— 
than any other quadrennium in the history of any other quadren- 
nium on the coast. There is a great Panama exhibition at San 
Francisco. The whole world is going to be represented there, and- 
the religious denominations are going to be represented there, and 
if ever the coast needs to make a strong forward movement, she 
needs to do it now, in the name of the Church which we love and 
which we serve. 

In behalf of the United Brethren Church in Christ of the Pacifie 
Coast, I ask, Do you want us there? Is there a place for us, and 
shall we take our part in the great, world-wide movement? I would 
like to have you know. to-day, we stand occupying a position on the ~ 
Pacifie Coast as no other people ever stood in the history of this 
world. There are other churches that have been there and they are 
dead. One party, has said, It is easier to raise a baby than it is 
to raise the dead; and that is true. And the United Brethren 
Church stands as the baby church.’ But you can raise a baby better 
than you can raise the dead. If you will give us our supervision and 
then give us men that mean something, men that will stay. It 
will take every ounce of life blood you have got if you succeed on 
the coast, and we must have a Bishop we can tie up to. The time 
is coming when we must have that kind of superintendeney that will 
require five Bishops; and if you are going to change at all, make 
it six. 

The question was called for. 
~ Mr. G. A. Lampert, of White River Conference. I think there 
has been enough discussion. I want to call attention to the fact 
that we have multiplied secretaries, we have taken care of all the 
departments of the Church, and I would move to amend the motion 
by reading into it “four” instead of “five.” 

Seconded. 

Secretary Kepren. If the’chair please, may I be heard upon the 
amendment? The “four” and “five” are tied together, and while 
there is a motion now to strike out the “four,” in talking against 
the “four” I must talk for the “five.” Brethren, we have fifty cities 
in California who are crying out more loudly than ever what the 
Macedonians cried. You have no idea of ‘the situation, You say 
the Bishop arrangement is satisfactory under this situation? TIT 
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guess it was in the East, but when you had our Bishop in the Kast, 
we did not have his splendid services. He entered into the problems 
of California and the Pacific Coast as no other Bishop has. He 
seemed to be a native. He seemed to understand conditions -there. 
You can understand what we have lost because of his absence. We 
are pleading for five Bishops because we know that if you give us 
a Bishop all to ourselves, and only have four Bishops, you would 
only have three left, and we know, brethren, that it needs two 
Bishops on that West District; we know that and then you would 
have to be contented with one Bishop for all the rest of the East, 
and that is too much for any one Bishop. It means something, it 
has meant something for more than a generation for me and my 
family to stand as members of the United Brethren Church in Cal- 
ifornia. We are now on the upgrade with a standing. But, breth- 
ren, do not get the notion that we can stand alone yet. We cannot, 
and do not forget that California and Washington and Oregon and 
Idaho, a territory of four hundred thousand square miles is the 
territory of the coast Bishop. That territory is going to have as 
many people in one hundred years as the whole United States has 
to-day. 

‘In the city of Los Angeles there are three thousand United Breth- 
ren, who have come out of the churches of the middle East and 
- West, who have not united with us. We hope yet that we will be- 
come big enough, strong enough, religious enough, attractive enough, 
so that by and by they will come to us, but they are not coming yet. 
The people we are getting in the West, most of them are hand- 
picked. We go out into the highways and byways and get them. 
There are places right now in the city of Los Angeles for ten splen- 
did churches, if we had the men and money to put into them. We 
are going to put another one in there. We want a Bishop to stand 
back of it, and we want him all for our own. May be we are selfish, 
but in this particular we are selfish because we want the kingdom 
of God to advance, because we want men and women to be saved, 
because we want to build up our Church, and we know that when 
we have a Bishop on the coast, then, if there are only four, you: can 
have only three to use in the rest of the Church. If you want the 
Ghurech to grow, give us five Bishops in the home field and do not 
stint us in the foreign. 

Rey. I. W. Buarss, of Georgia Conference. Many of the things 
that obtain in the West obtain in the South, because the people are 
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coming to us as we are the nearest port to the great Panama Canal. 
They are coming even from California, and they do not want to go 
back. [Laughter.] We are just as needy for superintendency as 
they are in any section of the United States, and we have as goodly 
a country and the best climate the sun shines on. Until the last 
few years we have never had a dollar of church erection money of 
all that missionary money in the State of Florida, and we have now 
three churches in the vicinity of Tampa, Florida. It is three hun- 
dred miles to the nearest church in Georgia, and do not you think 
we need somebody to help us? We need all of you to help us and 
we hope you will—every man in the United States whose heart is 
full of the spirit of God and the spirit of the Church of the United 
Brethren ought to be interested in us, and I believe is. You will 
do us the fayor of giving us a Bishop down in our section of the 
country. I do not call them superintendents. I believe in using 
Bible terms, and that they can come to us even oftener than we 
have had them. The Bishop has been of great service to us, and we 
are always glad to see him, and the people are glad to see him either 
in their homes or in their church. We want to thank you for what 
you have done for us in the last two years. We believe that this 
Conference will give us the five Bishops so we can have one to serve 
us more than we have had. What will obtain in Florida, will obtain 
in Georgia and Louisiana, and all the Southern States. 

Proressor Ruresusu. Mr. Chairman, I realize that we are set- 
tling a question which seems to me of vast-importance. I hesitate 
to speak because old Virginia has not done as much for the Church 
as she should have done in dollars. She has done her share in men. 
I come from a part of the Church that is old, where we are close 
together. In our own country there are three thousand United 
Brethren. According to the argument of some of them, you do not 
need a Bishop, while the truth is, the last four years we have not 
been having much service from a Bishop. It is not their fault. 
But -I want to say that I believe that our Church has suffered in 
the East‘ because of the lack of a Bishop during the past four years. 
I think the question is, whether we are going to continue this work 
on the coast and whether we are going to continue this work in the 
South. If we are going to do it, I think it is nonsense to have but 
four Bishops. JI know there are 130,000 members to be served by 
one Bishop in the East, and that will mean that he will give all his 
time to the Pennsylvania conferences, which is natural, and leave 
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out Virginia. And our school down there won’t get much service 
from him. We have two or three hundred people in our school, most 
of them not from any church, from all over the country, and we 
had Bishop Carter in our midst once or twice during the past four 
years to help us. 

Mr. A. H. Lavausaum, of Sandusky Conference.’ I move the 
previous question. 

Seconded. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. We ought to have this discussed. 

Rev. J. T. Rozserts. I rise to a point of order. The chairman 
of the committee has the right to close the debate. 

SroreTARY Keprrn. <A point of order. The rules say, “After the 
previous question has been ordered, that the chairman shall be 
allowed to finish the debate.” We may not order the previous ques- 
tion. Perhaps the chairman would like to hear further speeches, 
before he closes the debate. eS 

Docror Lowery. I think Brother McDonald ought to have an 
opportunity to speak on this question. It ought not be settled unless 
it is settled right. 

The previous question was not ordered..- 

Rev. G. E. McDonatp, of Oregon Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
have visited a great many men whom [I have had the privilege of 
meeting during the past four years. I have gone in and out of the 
Fast and have met the representative ministers of the Church, and 
my heart has been in sympathy with them. Some one has said to 
me they would like to see some western chap that thought he knew 
it all, drop down among the Pennsylvania Dutch of old Pennsyl- 
vania’ and try his hand. Well, it would be something of a task, 
I assure you, and it would be a good thing for the Pennsylvania 
Dutchman to drop in on the Pacific Coast and get the next thing. 
The first need, if I may say something of the need of a Bishop on 
the Pacific Coast, making a Pacific District beyond the Rocky 
Mountains. We have one-third of the territory of the United States 
beyond the Rocky Mountains, and that does not take in Alaska, 
which, if you would lay upon the map of the United States, one 
end would rest on the Pacific and the other end upon the Atlantic. 
In the last quadrennium $27,000 has been spent upon the Pacific 
Coast. The very fact that you have invested $27,000 means all the 
more that you should have that kind of superintendency over there 
that will make it what it ought to be. I do not wish to be misunder- 
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stood. It was ordered three years ago that I should go to Seattle 
to look over the territory incident to finding out as to the possi- 
bility of locating a church there. I went. The next year I can- 
vassed the East and secured $12,500. Then we began to build. The 
roof is on the plant that we intend to occupy now. I am living two 
hundred miles north of the city of Portland, and forty miles away 
is another small church that has been struggling along there without 
adequate support for. years and years. JI am making no request 
to-day, but I am pleading for the situation. I am telling you frankly 
that on that territory of the Pacific Coast, northwest on Puget 
Sound, our people in Seattle have not had the privilege of looking 
into the face of the Bishop of the United Brethren Church. Not 
because he would not like to be there. Professor Ruebush’s point 
was well taken. The time of the Bishop is important and I do not 
see how, with only four districts, it will be possible to cover the 
territory. I hope you will vote down the proposition for four Bishops 
and give us five. There is an old Bible truth which says, “There is 
that which scattereth and not increaseth.” We have increased fifty 
per cent. in the last quadrennium. That means that we need all 
the more superintendeney, direction, and oversight. Give us a man 
for the Pacifie Coast. [ Applause. ] - 

Rey. Joun E. Parron, of Chickamauga Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man and Members of the General Conference, a word in regard to 
Chickamauga district. It embraces the State of Tennessee and all 
of the section south, and in order for us to be successful in carrying 
the word of the gospel we need a leader for that district. I do not 
ask merely for a Bishop, but I say that we need a superintendent for 
that district. The other denominations have their bishops and their 
superintendents and their presiding elders. I ask you that the at- 
tention of this Conference be given to Chickamauga, and that we 
have a leader. For the success of the cause of Christ and of the 
great need for the colored race in the South, mtg us a superintend- 
ent over the Chickamauga district. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke, of Oklahoma Conference. I am willing to 
believe all they said for the Pacifie Coast from the evidence I have 
had, as the Pacific Coast District is now extended, according to the 


committee report. Oklahoma is included and the Biskop’s district 


called the Pacific Coast District .has more territory than all the 
other districts. But it does not have nearly the population that the 
others have, and the problems that we meet in the new field, I think 
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are certainly more complicated than those you have in the old fields, 
I am willing to believe all the East says about the lack of Bishops 
for that territory where you have been existing for one hundred 
years with cohesive United Brethren ideas, and you suffer because 
you have no Bishops. Stop and think what we suffer. We have all 
those members from the east who come west, and they are so-hard 
to capture, so hard to locate. If the folks come from east and come 
out west, they are leaving.great churches with social parlors and 
Sunday-school rooms. They say we cannot join because you have 
small churches. Well, God bless you, if you have got any loyalty 
about you, come in and help us meet those kind of questions. 
[ Applause. ] 

Now, I do not need to extend that, I do not need to go into details 
because I think the farther west I go or the farther south, the more 
that prevails. And if this item passes as it is now before you, we 
are going to vote for the five districts. Then I am satisfied if Cal- 
ifornia gets her district alone, that we will have supervision from 
the Middle West. I say Middle West according to my idea. You 
say this is the Middle West. It was true a few years ago. The 
Middle West is now between the Rocky Mountains and the Mis- 
sourl River. When you cross the Missouri River, you encounter 
problems, you who have not been there have no: conception as to 
what it means. The amendment, I understand, is for four Bishops. 
T will talk against the four and for the five, for the reason I have 
stated. 
~ Docror FunKknouser. The great thought ‘of the committee was 
what a wonderful country we live in, what a world we live in! And 
when we consider where it is, we are apt to get up into mountain- 
top experience. God’s providence and God’s spirit has just lifted 
us up to the point where we would like to stay. What a wonderful 
country is the Pacific Coast! What an empire of the future! What 
a great country is that where our fathers were, and where our 
membership is to-day. But, what a wonderful land is to the south 
of us, an empire in itself. You take the State that will cover all 
of New England, Pennsylvania, New York, and throw in Rhode 
Island. - Millions are going there. It used to be said, “Go west, 
-young man, and grow’ up with the country.” It is said now, “Go 
south, young man. and come back from the west.” The field of 
fortune is to the south of us. The land that was exploited and worn 
out under the relic of barharism and slavery is coming back as virgin 
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soil almost, and the opportunities are enticing and driving our peo- 
ple into that wonderful land. 

We have besides that, the great problem of the negro race, ten 
millions of people. And when we approach that, we approach a 
question for which we have been standing in all our, history, suf- 
fered for it, and yet no people touch fewer of them to-day than we 
do in the Southland, where the opportunities are ours, where the 
United Brethren are going, where God is opening up a wonderful 
vision of the future for controlling the political destinies of this 
land, and serving in its full force the real American citizenship, 
incorrupted by foreign emigration, In this land of opportunity to 
the south of us, unmentioned in these discussions, we all agree 
upon the proposition for five, I believe, and let us not forget in 
thinking of it, that we are planning for the supervision of the 
greatest, undeveloped section of this Union. And in doing that we 
are going to make a Bishop for the Southern District, just as well 
as a Bishop for the Pacific District. 

James Hl. Larrie, of North Kansas Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I do not believe Kansas has been heard from yet. I haven’t 
much to say. There has been so much real estate advertised here. 
It is in my line of business. I like to hear the other fellow blow his 
horn, but when it comes to this proposition, this cuts out the real 
estate proposition to my motion. If we are going to progress, if we 
are going to take advantage of the opportunities that God has put 
right square up to us, now we must have enough men at the head 
of this thing to make it go. If we want to stay where we have been 
staying and not advance, we must take a backward step. We cannot 
stay where we are. I am for five Bishops in the United States, from 
start to finish. We need them. If I was going to change that 
original report at all, I would put six, and then if you want to eut 
down expenses, I would say, let up on the use of presiding elders 
and have a State superintendent or something of that kind. Cut 
off some of that expense. If we are going to do great things for God 
in the next quadrennium in the United States, we must have five 
Bishops. 

a E. See of pane Conference. I know I am on the un- 
opular side, bu x as we 7 
ae it is ae the ge Gunes aa ey hat wide pice : 
church, a great church, or a datas Siw re ch ee 
we have heard, one would suppose that rae epee ie e~ 

’ ; : se t ‘ hat was necessary was 


354 








' UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


to elect five Bishops and heaven would come next week for the 
United Brethren Church. YT sympathize with our brethren on the 
coast. It happened to be my duty not very long ago to make some 
investigations on the coast. I have gone to friends of mine on the 
coast with their pockets full of church letters, I might say, that they 
have carried for years, that they have not put into any church. 
A great many ministers go out there, and they have hard problems 
which it will take more ‘than a Bishop to solve, or a half-dozen 
Bishops to solve. The same is true in other places. But, this is the 
point I am after, if I thought for a moment that five Bishops would 
solve the problem or that four Bishops would keep us from making 
real advancement, I would vote for five quickly, but I cannot see it. 
I believe it is quality we want and support to them when we have 
elected them. It will come. I believe in the East we do not need 
the close supervision as is needed in the West in the newer country. 
There are places where you need the closest kind of supervision, 
but that supervision ought to be nearer than a Bishop. I am old- 
fashioned enough to believe in a good, strong conference superintend- 
ent. There are not many of them in any conference, but a good, 
strong leader, not a boss, but a leader in every conference. Then 
he and the Bishop will give the public recognition which I under- 
stand just as well as you do, is necéssary in your parts of the world. 
But, we must give them salary enough to meet the demands upon 
them. And if we do that I believe that four men ean do the work 
better than any five. 

Dr. S. W. Paut, of East Tennessee Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I wish to say a word as to the issue. The great issue was touched 
upon by Doctor Funkhouser, when he touched the great problem of 
the colored man in the South, as well as the other great issues that 
confront us as a denomination in that splendid section. I would 
like to say this, that everybody conversant with the conditions of the 
Church in the section to which we belong, knows that we are young 
in that territory, that up until sixteen years ago we were operating 
specifically in a territory fhat was rural. JI have been connected 
with the work something like twenty years. When I came into it 
we had one little, village church, south of the Mason and Dixon line, 
outside of the two Virginias at that time. As you know, we have 
established ourselves in some of the leading sections of that country 
and yet we are just starting, and so far as that is concerned, we 
know very well that a new work like that must be superintended 
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very closely, if it develops like it ought to. But let me say this 
especially, I do not believe that this Church will ever come to judg- 
ment with its skirts clear, and with the demands which an infinite 
God is making upon it, unless it thrusts in its sickle and does its 
part for the colored man of the South. [Applause.] We are send- 
ing thousands of dollars to Africa, and T would not detract one iota 
from that splendid and magnificent work, and we pride ourselves of 
the record that we made on that great question, but it does seem 
that we have imagined that since the crack of the slave-driver’s whip 
has ceased, there is no longer a scene, the heartrending cry of the 
father and mother parted by the slave-driver of the South, because 
those things are heard no more, that our responsibilities are at an 
end with reference to that great race. There is not a denomination 
in this country of any size, but what has a splendid, vigorous work 
among the colored people of the South, except our own. But not one 
single building have we in that whole country among the millions 
of colored people in the South and among the various provisions of 
the superintending of this work. If we are worth cultivating at 
all, and if that country is worth looking after at all, do the best for 
us that can possibly be done, not only for our white work, but for 
the colored man of the South. 

Dr. E. W. Curtis, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, Iowa 
is one of the greatest States in the Union, and I think that we are 
entitled to a hearing. I think that we are in a position to not take 
a one-sided view. We are neither the strongest conference nor the 
weakest. We do not belong to the Far West or to the South or to 
the East, but rather we are in the Central West. We are in the very 
center. We have looked at this question, I think, without bias, and 
have endeavored to study the question with thoroughness, and feel 
that we can give a sound opinion. We have sometimes thought that 
we have not had our efficient Bishop with us as much as we would 
like. We think that the wisest plan will call for the Bishops to 
put in the larger amount of time in the missionary territory, and 
we believe. that while we need greater thoroughness in the demon- 
stration and supervision, yet the number of Bishops does not euar- 
antee a greater thoroughness of supervision necessarily, but rather 
the planning and efficiency in leading the forces. Therefore, I am 
in favor of four districts and four bishops, and we believe that with 
the wiser plan we can get a good superintendency in this manner. 

Rev. M. O. McLauveutiy, of East Nebraska Conference. There is 
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one phase of this question that has not been touched. There has 
been a great deal said in this Conference on the economic side of 
all questions. There is an economic phase to this that is substanti- 
ated by the experience on the district from which I come. It has 
been suggested that a few persons can plan just as wisely and super- 
intend just as well as a larger number of persons. That cannot 
be true if the larger number of persons have the same ability in 
proportion as the smaller number. About six years ago the Bishop 
of our district, by very strong argument, almost unresistible to the 
number of East Nebraska Conference, urged that we take steps to 
enter the city of Omaha, where I am now laboring, a place where 
we never had a church before. It was at his initiative and by his 
earnest urging and close co-operation from that moment until now, 
that has come the fact that we have a property that at the least con- 
servative estimate is worth thirty thousand dollars, with a debt of 
but a little over two thousand dollars, [Applause.] and a strong 
membership that within the next two years will be self-supporting. 
That is but one instance. I could name you eighteen to twenty 
churches, splendid churches in that district, that have been built 
at the suggestion and by virtue of the co-operation and leadership 
of the Bishop we have had on our district. [Applause.] The Iowa 


- Conference could name a half-score or more, splendid churches that 


have developed within these two quadrenniums, and many of them 
at the suggestion and through the co-operation of the Bishop of the 
district. But, brethren, I have seen that splendid leader come into 
my home from a long trip far away across this continent, so worn 
and so broken, that I have felt that he should immediately go 
upon a vacation for two or three months and be entirely released 
from the work of the district. He could spend just a few hours in 
my home, and then take the train for a long trip to another im- 
portant place. The duties have been so multitudinous and so tre- 
mendous that no man in this great denomination can carry on those 
duties without being broken in health within a very few years. 
These are facts. It is not right for any conference, for ministers 
or laymen, for the sake of saving one Bishop’s salary, to place duties 
upon four other men that they cannot do. It is not economy to cut 
down the number of Bishops’ districts and withhold from us leader- 
ship whose initiative in one conference has amounted to $150,000 
or $300,000 worth of property, and strong churches within four years. 
| Applause. | 
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Mr. J. W. Martin, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I believe that 
Ohio is still on the map, and I believe that she is ready to do busi- 


ness and ready to vote. ‘ 

Dr. D. D. Lowery, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, we have had quite an extensive survey of the field. We have 
had it from California to part of the East. We have not gotten to 
the Atlantic yet, excepting as the South may touch it. What is 
needed, it seems to me, is effective, local superintendency. But what 
has surprised me in all this discussion is the fact that after those 
eloquent addresses of yesterday, and the enthusiasm awakened for 
church union with the Methodist Protestartt Church, who have not 
had a bishopric for one hundred years, and that makes it impossible 
for a number of their brethren to go into the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, that these brethren from the five districts are evidently 
going to vote for this church union. Ifyou are going to exalt the 
bishopric, as you have done in your speeches, if you are going to 
make them the essential thing in the administration of the Church 
in her general interests, if you are going to say you must positively 
have a Bishop for California, if you must have a Bishop for these 
different sections, if we understand the bishopric, the affairs of this 
Church can easily be administered without over-burdening our 
Bishops by having the denomination in the United States divided 
into four districts, and that if in these conferences where they espe- 
cially need especial local attention, they put into them effective, local 
superintendents, all these matters that are so much desired to have 
accomplished during the coming years, ean be faithfully and effici- 
ently attended to. It is not wise to advocate the five Bishops’ dis- 
tricts with the intention of having them do certain work, as I under- 
stand it, which really belongs to local superintendents. We under- 
stand it so, I think, in the East. I believe I understand what the 
East Pennsylvania Conference expects of me in the position which 
I oceupy, and I would suppose that this is the understanding through- 
out the Church everywhere, wherever there is local superintendency. 
And if this be so, I feel very sure we can do very well with four 
Bishops in the United States, and I wish you would vote through 
Brother Shuey’s motion for four districts in the United States. We 
will be willing to make very large concessions so far as we are con- 
cerned in the East, if you will vote through this four-Bishop idea. 

The question was generally ealled for. 

The amendment didn’t prevail. 
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_The motion to make five districts in the United States prevailed. 

Secretary Kerrey. I move you, that we amend the report further 
by providing for the election of two missionary Bishops. 

Doctor Funk. I move you that we amend the report further by 
the election of one missionary Bishop. 

Seconded. 

Docror Funk. I think before you vote this, you ought to discuss 
it. You know, in every General Conference I have opposed the 
closing of debate without a free discussion, and I do now. I am not 
clear as to whether we ought or ought not to have a foreign Bishop, 
but I do know that there are brethren in this Conference that think 
we ought to have a foreign Bishop, and I believe they ought to be 
allowed to speak on this question. 

Rev. W. M. Jonzs, of North Kansas Conference. Just a question 
of information. As this motion went through, did it include in it 
the words “United States” ? 

Tue Present. Yes. 

Rev. W. M. Jones. If that be the case, what will be the status 
or condition if Porto Rico should become a State? 

Docror Funk. It will be in the United States. 

Rev. W. M. Jones. What if the Philippines become a State? 
Would they be included in this? 

Dr. J. A. Hawkins, of White River Conference. Before we can 
satisfactorily discuss this question, I would like to know what is in 
the mind of the missionaries. We would like to know what will be 
the relation of the man to the field, to the whole field. I would ask 
Doctor Hough if he will please explain to us the idea he had in 
framing this proposition. 

Ture Presipent. Doctor Hough is asked to explain what he had in 
mind in the recommendation or suggestion. 

Docror Hoven. If the Bishop please, and members of the Gen- 
eral Conference, I have been extremely interested and delighted in 
your discussion of closer supervision in the United States, and my 
heart just thrills with enthusiasm as I think of the better, closer, in- 
tensive work, and therefore greater power that will come to our 
country because of what you have done. 

Second, as to the foreign fields. What I want to say to begin 
with is, that my quadrennial address to you stated this, That as 
the results of the investigations made in our five foreign fields, 
Japan, China, Philippines, Porto Rico, and West Africa, show it 
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is absolutely necessary to have closer general supervision in these 
fields at this particular time, when wonderful changes are taking 
place, and when the native church is just developing and needs to 
be piloted through this formative period. There are many inter- 
denominational and international problems to be solved. Union edu- 
cational, medical, and other forms of work must be agreed upon. 
The new program of advance has been approved, by which we shall 
thoroughly equip our five foreign fields. To carry: into effect this 
building enterprise it is necessary to have the wisest supervision. 
Now, the question is, whether we want one or more of the Bishops 
of America, who already have heavy tasks, to make these visits, or 
whether you should elect a Bishop who shall give all his time and 
study to these problems, and who can stay long enough on each 
field to’ find the point of contact with the native workers 
and to enter fully into the real problems of the missionaries? This 
is the question we must face. The success of our foreign work in 
the past has brought us face to face with the problems of the .cor- 
relation of the forces, and with the establishment of the principles 
of self-support. And moreover, our Church is strongly in favor of 
union in educational and other phases of work, which, if carried 
into effect by wise supervision, it will make our denomination a 
power far beyond our numerical and financial strength. More than 


anything else our missionaries need reinforcing and encouragement, 


that they may not be overcome with their surroundings, which bring 
a tremendous downward pull. Some one here has said something 
about being homesick out West. I want to tell you people who have 
never been out of the United States, that you don’t know what home- 
sickness really is. Separate yourself, as many of our missionaries 
have done, by a mighty ocean, some ten thousand miles away from 
your native land, and be buried in the midst of paganism for seven 
years, without the uplifting Christian atmosphere and the numerous 
Christian gatherings, such as we have in this country, then you 
will know better what loneliness our workers abroad have to face. 
These workers are solving the very greatest problems for such coun- 
tries as China and West Africa. We must put into this initial 
and foundational period of the work the very best we can command 
in the way of missionaries, and in the way of supervision, so that 
the lives and money we are investing may result in the greatest 
possible good to the cause. 
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Some one referred to a naval warfare abroad, that the Bishop 
would be much on the sea. Well, there is a warfare on. It is a 
real battle against superstition, against ignorance, against all forms 
of darkness. We do need the supervision that will enable the 
workers to keep clearly in view the power of Christ and the gospel 
as they seek to drive out this darkness. What we want abroad is 
efficiency. If this supervision can be provided through the Bishops 
elected for the United States, well and good. If not, we have in 
our foreign fields men who have had years of experience and train- 
ing, who know the language and the problems of missions, and who 
ean, when they visit the field, come into close relationship with the 
workers and aid mightily in the solution of their problems. We 
must have wise, most powerful supervision to direct the work in 
our five foreign fields. Other denominations are sending their strong- 
est Bishops for the supervision of the work at the front. The Meth- 
odist Church has stationed such men as Bishop Bashford in China, 
and the Episcopal Church, Bishop Brint in the Philippines. I say, 
if you elect a Bishop for our five foreign fields, let us give him 
full credentials so that he can stand up with full power with the 
Bishops of other great churches. [Voices, Good, good!] ; 

Give the foreign fields the kind of supervision necessary to make 
effective all the workers to carry out the program we have agreed 
upon for advance, and we shall have the results over there we have 
all been praying for. It would not cost any more for one man to 
visit all the fields than for two Bishops from America to visit the 
fields separately, and when this experienced man who has studied 
the problems at close range visits the field, he will contribute to the 
permanent solution of the complex problems with which our workers 
abroad are now grappling. If a Bishop is elected for our five for- 
eign fields, there must not be any lessening of interest on the part 
of the Bishops in America in the foreign work. As a denomination, 
our work is all one, and we must all strive for the entire work, 
namely, to evangelize America and our share of the five foreign 
fields in which we are at work. 

The man assigned to the foreign work, when in America, could 
be a great help to the secretary in securing capable candidates for 
the various foreign fields, and the entire work for the new quad- 
rennium will usher in a new era in our Church, I do believe. 
[| Applause. | 
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Docror Funk. Mr. Chairman, there is one question asked, that 
I think should be answered. I hoped Doctor Hough would answer 
it, and that is the question of the financial side of this question. 

Doctor Hovan. Mr. Chairman, the recommendation submitted 
was that the board would pay one-half of the salary of the Bishop 
abroad, and all his traveling expenses, if this plan is adopted. An- 
other matter should be definitely understood in voting this, that is, 
the Bishop of the foreign fields, when he comes to America, should 
have equal recognition with the other Bishops and be a member of 
the Bishops’ Cabinet. When in America, this Bishop can interpret 
the needs of the foreign fields to the churches and report to the 
secretary conditions as he finds them, and help to secure the rein- 
forcements needed. 

Dr. P. W. Boneprake. I want to ask a question. I want to know 
the relations between the general secretary and this Bishop of for- 
eign missions. 

Proressor Keprent. The report of the Committee on Superintend- 
enecy covers that question. This has not been considered. The ques- 
tion is, whether we will elect this Bishop. 

The motion then prevailed, to have one foreign Bishop district. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver. I think it is worth at least a possible thought, 
that now that we have a foreign Bishop district, that we consider the 
duties. I have thought very seriously over the approval of this 
resolution : 


Resolved, That the superintendent of the foreign Bishop district 
be the Foreign Missionary Secretary. 
(Signed) W. F. Gruver. 


Voices. No, no. 

Doctor Gruver. You say “No,” without giving it due consider- 
ation. 

The motion was seconded. 

Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, Doctor Hough asks that there be 
something said on that subject and urges that I explain. I would 
not have arisen if he had not asked me to. I think the sense of this 
General Conference is too pronounced to give it consideration here. 
We have a man in the secretaryship to-day who is authority on for- 
eign missions in this nation and in the world to-day. He is consulted 
by such men as John R. Mott on the missionary problems, on the 
fundamental problems of world evangelism. [Applause.] He is not 
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in a position to spend two-thirds of his time in the foreign field and 
do the work he ought to do in the home field. JI need say no more. 

The resolution of Doctor Gruver did not prevail. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. I insist that we understand ourselves, and we 
should leave no room for any clashing of official authority. We do 
not want any confusion between the home and foreign fields. I 
think we understand it, and should consider it, for if not, it will 
Have to be decided later. Let us know where one .authority begins 
and another ends. 

Proressor Keppri. Mr. Chairman, I move the adoption of the 
following resolution: ; 

Resolved, That each Bishop shall be requiréd to reside on the dis- 
trict to which he may be assigned, and the Bishop of the foreign 
mission district. is to’ co-operate with the Foreign Mission Board, 
which board shall pay one-half of his salary and his traveling ex- 
penses in his visitations to the mission fields of his district. 

(Signed) Mark Keppe.. 

Seconded. 

Docror Hoven. Mr. Bishop, may I be granted the privilege of 
a question here, that this may be clear for you? If you carry this 
through as you voted, you will have a Bishop on the foreign field. 
There comes this question in that America is a part of his field if 
he is to co-operate with the secretary while he is in America. There 
are times when he should visit in America. He is +o co-operate 
with the foreign board in doing what is to be done. I would like to 
have it understood in the very beginning, if you are willing, that 
that whole question should be canvassed and left to the Board of 
Bishops as to where he shall live, to make his work the most effective 
possible. If that is in Japan, let us send him to Japan; if in 
Africa or any other field, send him there. But, I think it ought to 
be carefully considered, and if you have a judgment on it, pronounce 
upon it now, but I want te raise the question right now, that you 
may think about it. 

Dr. C. J. Kerpnarr. I move to amend the paper so that it shail 
read, “The residence of the foreign mission Bishop shall be deter- 
mined by the Foreign Mission Board.” 

Seconded. 

Proressor Kepren. If the chair please, may I offer a suggestion? 
Tt would be easier if Doctor Kephart would let his amendment read: 
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Each Bishop shall be required to reside on the district to which 
he may be assigned, except the Bishop for the foreign* mission dis- 
trict. 

Docror Krprart. I desire that my motion shall read: 

Each Bishop in the United States shall reside on the district to 
which he is assigned. The Foreign Mission Bishop, his place of resi- 
dence shall be determined by the Foreign Missionary Board. 

Proressor Keprren. If the chair please, I am opposed to the adop- 
tion of that resolution for this reason: I do not believe that any 
board should tell any Bishop where he is to live. The General Con- 
ference assigns the Bishops. He will be assigned to that district. 
Now, why put on the foreign board the necessity of telling this 
Bishop where he should live. Let him select with the Foreign Mis- 
sion Board. With them he ought to have some choice. We are not 
telling these other Bishops where to live, except? on their districts. 

Doctor Keruart. I will accept that. ; 

Proressor Kepret. Then the motion will read this way: 


. Each Bishop, except the Bishop for the foreign mission district, 
shall be required to live on the district to which he is assigned. 


Rey. W. L. Cuitpress. Assigned to the district by whom—by the | 


Boundary Committee or the Committee on Superintendency 4 

Tue Presipent. There will be a special committee of this Con- 
ference to station the Bishops in America. 

Rev. J.. H. Parrerson. We should understand that this foreign 
Bishop should live on the district. His residence ought to be on 
the district where he lives. It seems to me, if he knows enough to 
be Bishop, he ought to know where to live. 

Tue Presipent. This leaves it to his optional judgment. 

The amendment prevailed. 

Mr. ALEXANDER ANbDERSON, of Northern Illinois Conference. As a 
member of the Committee on Salaries, do I understand that the 
General Conference is to provide for half the salary and half the 
traveling expenses, or all? 

Tue Preswwent. All. The board half the salary and all the ex- 
penses. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. I move you, that this first item’ of the report as 
amended, be recommitted to the Committee on Superintendeney to 
redistrict the Church. ; 

Tue Presipent. Are you ready to vote on this item as amended? 

Secretary Keppel then read Mem 2, as follows: 
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Each Bishop, except the Bishop assigned to the foreign mission 
district, shall be required to reside on the district to which he may 
be assigned; and the Bishop of the foreign mission district is to 
co-operate with the Foreign Mission Board, which board shall pay 
one-half of his salary and his traveling expenses in his visitations 
to the various fields of his district. 


Doctor Bonesrake, of Oregon Conference. I do not want to be 
technical and yet with the explanation that we have had here of the 
duties of this foreign Bishop, it looks to me lke there is a chance 
for a little difficulty among the heads of our departments. If he is 
to be co-ordinate and is co-operative with the foreign board, it looks 
to me like there is a little confusion as to what his duties are. Now, 
I think that he ought to be a Bishop, just the same as any other 
Bishop, with the same privileges and the same authority, without 
being put under the supervision of anybody other than other Bishops 
would be placed with the same duties as other Bishops would have. 
I think that is correct. 

Docror Funk. Is that not the conception of that item? 

Tur Present. That is what we think it means. 

Secretary Keppren. He is to co-operate—co-operate does not mean 
subject to the supervision of anybody—that he is to co-operate, work 
together. _ 

The item, as amended, was then adopted. 

Rev. G. E. McDonatp, of Oregon Conference. In the remarks I 
made this morning I intended them to apply after the death of 
Bishop Mills. After his death, the East and West were given a 
portion of Bishop Bell’s time. Before that, of course, he and Bishop 
Castle have given’years of time to the Northwest. I simply wanted 
to refer to the time after the death of Bishop Mills. 

Proressor Kerpent. The third item of this report, which is num- 
bered 2 in the printed report, but which should be 3, that Doctor 
Lowery in accepting the report omitted, is before the house, on Doe- 
tor Funkhouser’s motion that it be stricken out. 

Docror Kernarr. I rise to make this suggestion, that the Board 
of Bishops give the General Conference a ruling as to whether this 
item of the report is in harmony or out of harmony with Section 4 
of Article 1, of the Constitution. The article to which I refer reads 
this way: “The General Conference shall, at such session, elect 
Bishops from among the elders throughout the Church, who have 
stood six years in the capacity.” I ask that the Board of Bishops 
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give us the ruling whether this proposed ‘plan is in harmony with 
that item of the Constitution. 

Tip Presipenr. Had you better not refer that to the Committee 
on Judiciary ? 

Docror Krruart. The Board of Bishops decides questions for 
the Church. 

Tur Present. That is what the committee is for. 

Mr. L. O. Mitier, Church Treasurer. Mr. Chairman, will the 
Conference allow me a question? Thinking that this matter would 
come before this board for consideration, I took it upon myself to 
consult our attorneys who conducted our litigation a few years ago 
with the Radical brethren. I submitted to him the action of the 
General Conference at Topeka, and four years ago at Canton, in the 
action with the correspondence that appeared in the Religious Tele- 
scope the last quadrennium, and subsequently as to the voting of 
the Board of Bishops on the filling of a vacancy, and asked him to 
give the Church the legal opinion upon the action of your confer- 
ences eight and four years ago. I hold in my hand the opinion, 
written by Hon. John A. McMahon, upon that point, which to me 
and others who have read it, is clear and distinct. I have in mind 
the presentation of this paper, that it may be read to your body. 

Docror FunKHouser. I move that that paper and the whole ques- 
tion be referred to the Committee on Judiciary for report. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Funxuouser. I raise the question again that the Board of 
Bishops are the interpreters of the laws of the Church. 

True Present. Not during the General Conference. 

Docror Krepuart. I think you are mistaken. 

The motion was adopted. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. How about the boundaries of Bishops’ districts? 

Tue Presipent. A motion to bring it squarely before the Con- 
ference is in order. 

Dr. M. B. Seayp. I move you that this matter be referred to the 
Committee on Boundaries. j 

This motion was seconded and adopted. 

On motion of Rev. 8S. L. Todd, Conference adjourned, after com- 
mittee announcements were made, with benediction by Rey. Dr. 
Lueas, of Pittsburgh. 
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SIXTH DAY— AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Wepnespay, May 14, 1913. 

Conference opened by singing “All hail the power of Jesus’ name,” 
Bishop Weekley presiding. 

Rev. W. M. VanSickle, pastor of the Home Avenue Church, Day- 
ton, Ohio, led the congregation in a responsive reading and led in 
prayer. 

Mrs. R. J. Parrett then sang, “As America goes, so goes the world.” 

Bishop Carter presided. : 

Pror. A. A. Maystmues, of Miami Conference. Your Committee 
on Correspondence report that they have sent a letter to Rev. Elias 
Counseller, of Sandusky Conference. 

On motion of Dr. W. O. Fries, the report was approved. 

Bisuor Beuty. If the chair and the General Conference please, I 
move that the Committee on Correspondence be authorized to trans- 
mit a letter to Mrs. Bishop J. S. Mills and Mrs. E. B. Kephart. 

Seconded. 

Bisnop Matuews. I should like to include Mrs. Bishop Jonathan 
Weaver. 

Bisuoe Brexty. That’s all right. 

The motion was adopted. 

Dr. I. H. Atsricur, of East Pennsylvania Contsrence: There is a © 
matter that I think ought to receive attention at this time. The’ 
Bishops’ address contains a recommendation for the appointment of 
a commission of ministers and laymen at this General Conference, 
who shall have authority to raise funds sufficient to erect a suitable 
monument over the grave of Philip William Otterbein, and to 
supervise and design the erection of such monument. I move in the 
event of this appointment, that such commission also be authorized 
to perform a similar service by providing a monument for the grave 
of Martin Boehm, if I can get it seconded. 

Seconded. : 

Bisnop Weektry. That matter has been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Memoirs. Dr. W. O. Jones, of Kast Nebraska, is chair- 
man of that committee and I think he has it under advisement, and 
I move that Doctor Albright’s matter be referred to that com- 
mittee. 

This was seconded” and adopted. 

Rev. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. The Committee 
on Memoirs has a partial report in the hands of the secretary. 
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Tur Presipent. Will you hear that report? 
Secretary Keppel then read the following report: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEMOIRS. 


We, your Committee on Memoirs, submit the following report: 

The names of ten deceased members were submitted to your com- 
mittee: 

Bishop J. S. Mills. 

Ex-Bishop D. K. Flickinger. 

Rey. J. B. Mathias, of Southeast Ohio Conference. 

Rev. L. O. Oyler, of St. Joseph Conference. 

Rey. Sheridan Garman, of Illinois Conference. 

Rey. D. R. Miller, of Sandusky Conference. 

Lay members: 

S. E. Kumler, of Miami Conference. 

W. H. Ulrich, of East Pennsylvania Conference. 

Mrs. Minnie Shall, of East Ohio Conference. 

Hon. John M. Bonebrake, of White River Conference. 

Your committee have arranged the following program for the 
« »memorial service, as per provisional program, announced for Friday, 
4:00 p.m. The Bishop in the chair presiding. 


PROGRAM FOR MEMORIAL SERVICES. 
1. Singing, by congregation, Professor Ruebush. 
2. Prayer, S. S. Hough. 
3. Bishop N. Castle to speak on the life of Bishop J. S. Mills. 
_ 4. Prof. J. P. Landis to speak on the life of Bishop D. K. Flick- 
imger. 
5. Rev. George Geiger to speak on the life of Rey. J. B. Mathias. 
6. Rev. H. W. Trueblood to speak on the life of Sheridan Garman. 
7. Rey. J. A. Groves to speak on the life of L. O. Oyler. 
8. Rev. J. W. Lilly to speak on the life of Rev. D. R. Miller. 
9. Music by the Arion Quartet. 
10. E. L. Shuey to speak on the life of S. E. Kumler. 
11. J. A. Lyter will speak on the life of Hon. W. H. Ulrich. 
12. J. H. Patterson to speak on the life of Mrs. Minnie Shall. 
13. J. E. Fout will speak on the life of Hon. John M. Bonebrake 
14. Singing by the Arion Quartet. : 
15. Benediction by the presiding officer. 
W. O. Jones, Chairman. 
O. W. Oy ier, Secretary. 


On motion of Doctor Lowery, the report was approved. 

Dr. J. G. Huser, of Miami Conference. I move that we instruct 
the Committee on Correspondence to send a letter of greeting 
Dr. W. J. Shuey, of Dayton, Ohio. 

Seconded and adopted. 
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Rev. J. M. Kyicur, of East Tennessee Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
the Committee on Family is ready to report and the report is in 
the hands of the secretary. 

On motion of Mr. John F. Rudsill, of Pennsylvania Conference, 
it was referred to the printer without reading. 

Tue Preswwent. We have reached the order of the day and IJ will 
ask that Mrs. Alva Kauffman, secretary of the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Association, will come to the platform and give the quadrennial 
report of the Woman’s Missionary Association. 

Tue Presipent. Will Mrs. Harford, the president, please come to 
the platform ? 

These ladies, amidst applause, advanced to the platform. 


NINTH QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE WOMAN’S MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 


To the Bishops and Members of the General Conference: 

The Woman’s Missionary Association, in this ninth quadrennial 
report, comes to you in a new relation. We bring you a review of 
the work done in strengthening and developing our constituency, 
rather than a report of the work on the mission fields, since this has 
already been done by the secretaries of the Home and the Foreign 
Missionary societies. 

We feel sure that a very important step was taken four years ago 
when the Woman’s Missionary Association agreed to co-operate with 
the Home Missionary Society and the Foreign Missionary Society. At 
that time the association had missionary work in Africa, China, 
and the Philippine Islands, with thirty-two missionaries in these 
fields. Now, that we are helping in the support of the work in the 
six mission fields of the Church where 2,188 home and foreign mis- 
sionaries are telling the love of Christ in ten different languages in 
more than nine hundred cities and towns and villages, our women 
are given the inspiration of a share in the big task before the whole 
Church. The relations with the other boards and the executive com- 
mittees have been most pleasant and cordial. 

We want to express our appreciation of the sympathy and help- 
fulness of the Bishops, conference superintendents, and pastors 
throughout the Church. Without your co-operation it is impos- 
sible for us to carry forward our work. 

There has been splendid progress in all departments of our 
association work during the quadrennium. The past year has been 
the best in our history. Since the association has been relieved of 
the direct responsibility of administering affairs on the mission 
fields, more attention has been given to developing and strengthen- 
ing the work in Branches and local societies. A campaign for new 
members and new subscribers to the Woman’s Evangel has been car- 
ried on each year. Thousands of leaflets, constitutions, and sample 
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copies of the Woman’s Evangel have been distributed. In those 
churches where a systematic canvass was made and every woman 
in the church was visited, the results were surprisingly large. That 
there remains a large and inviting field yet to be cultivated is un- 
questioned, for at present but thirteen per cent. of the women of our 
Church are identified with our association work. 

At our board meeting, which just closed, plans were made for a 
great campaign running through the quadrennium, to be vigorously 
prosecuted each year through a concentrated and simultaneous 
effort. This is to be a quadrennium of contest. Aim, Every woman 
and girl a member of the Woman’s Missionary Association and a 
reader of the Woman’s Evangel. 

How—Every one win one. 
When—In October. 
Where—In eyery church. 

We long for these other women to see their privilege as well as 
their responsibility in this great work. We want them to share in 
the joy which comes through.this larger service for the Master. 

In order to bring the work in the local societies and the Branches 
to a greater degree of efficieney, a Standard of Excellence was 
adopted last year. This standard called for a twenty-five per cent. 
increase in new societies in membership, funds, and subscriptions to 
the Woman’s Evangel, as well as a more uniform system of report- 
ing. The results after this brief trial are most gratifying. At our 
recent board meeting a standard calling for a ten per cent. increase 
in new societies, in membership, funds, and subscriptions to the 
Woman’s Evangel was adopted for the quadrennium. 


YOUNG WOMEN’S DEPARTMENT. 

In the early years of the association a constitution was adopted 
for Young Women’s societies. But little was done in a systematic 
way until in 1908, at the board meeting in Anderson, Indiana, 
when the work among the young women was made a distinct depart- 
ment and a secretary was elected who gave part time to the work. 
During the past two years a secretary has given all her time to this 
department among the young women. Under the efficient leadership 
of Miss Vera Blinn, this department has just closed the best year in 
its history. Miss Blinn has spent the greater part of the time in 
the field, organizing new societies and strengthening the work along 
all lines. Many new plans were adopted at the recent board meet- 
ing for the larger development of this work. The Young Women’s 
Department now becomes the Otterbein Guild of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Association, each local organization to be known as a chap- 
ter of the guild. Their colors are royal purple and white, the flower, 
the violet. Each girl who becomes a member of the Otterbein 
Guild enters into the following covenant Christian service: 
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THE COVENANT. 


Grateful that “I know my Redeemer liveth.” 

‘Mindful that vast millions of women and girls can never 
hear the “tidings of great joy” unless a Christian woman 
be sent to them. 

Remembering that Jesus made loving obedience the su- 
preme test of discipleship, and that his last, most solemn 
command was, “Go, teach all nations.” 

I gladly enter into this covenant of obedience, that I will 
not cease to make offerings of prayer, time, and money, to 
the end that the daughters of sorrow in all lands may know 
the love of Jesus. 

The Department Secretary of the Otterbein Guild is also the 
Student Secretary of the Woman’s Missionary Association who has 
under her supervision the work among the girls in the colleges of 
our denomination to keep them informed concerning the missionary 
work of our Church and its claim upon their lives for Christian 
service. We feel confident that the ‘Otterbein Guild will be an in- 
creasingly strong factor in the missionary department of our de- 
nomination. The girls are contributing their support to the dea- 
coness work in America, the work for girls in Miller Seminary in 
Canton, China, the girls’ boarding school in Moyamba, West Africa, 
and the Bible training school for young women in San Fernando, 
Philippine Islands. 


WORK AMONG Tre CHILDREN. 


At in close of the last quadrennium the association had 146 
* Gleaners’ bands with an enrollment of 4,273. When the last Gen- 
eral Conference designated the Junior Christian Endeavor societies 
as a field for cultivation by the Woman’s Missionary Association, 
we suggested to the women in the local societies that these bands 
should be discontinued and that our women should stand ready to 
help the Junior superintendents in every way possible. Several con- 
ferences were held with the Executive Committee of the Board of 
Control, but we all felt that beeause the relation of the Woman’s 
Missionary Association to the Juniors had not ‘been clear and def- 
initely defined, we were powerless to make any adjustments, and 
so we have not been able to push this phase of our work. 


NATIONAL FOREIGN MISSIONARY JUBILEE. 


One of the most significant and far-reaching events of- the past 
quadrennium was the Woman’s National Foreign Missionary Jubi- 
lee in 1910-11, celebrating the fifty years of woman’s organized 
work for foreign missions. The jubilee was born in the hearts of 
praying women, and prayer was at the heart of the movement every- 
where. Great meetings were held in thirty-two of the largest cities. 
These meetings were supplemented by hundreds of post-jubilee 
meetings in the smaller cities and towns. Thousands of women at- 
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tended these meetings; whole cities were stirred; through the meet- 
ings these women have. been. gripped by a new conviction of the 
Ww orld’s need and their responsibility in supplying that need. New 
conceptions in giving and prayer were created as well as a new 
interest in missionary literature. A new spirit of unity and. ¢o- 
operation was one of the permanent and most valuable results. 

THE WOMAN’S EVANGEL. 

For thirty-one years the Woman’s Evangel has been a very vital 
and indispensable factor in the life and work of the association. 
In all these years it has been the medium through which the mis- 
sionaries are kept in touch with the great host of women and young 
women in the Church. During the: quadrennium the circulation 
has inereased from 6,500 to 10,500, a net gain of 4,000. Receipts for 
the quadrennium, $14,550.41. It has paid all expenses, including the 
salary of the editor, and has a balance of $129.94. 

Receipts—Total receipts for the quadrennium, $171,693.69. Total 
receipts since organization, $759,774.53. 

The membership has increased from 15,970 in the locals and 
Young Women’s societies four years ago to 23,092 at the present 
time, a gain of 7,122. 

At our recent board meeting it was decided that the Board of Man- 
agers should meet once in two years instead of every year and that 
more emphasis should be placed on the branch meetings. It was 
also voted to employ a field secretary who shall devote all her time 
to organizing in the undeveloped territory in our Church. Perhaps 
one of the most important actions was the resolution asking that our 
women set aside the twilight hour of each day for definite, earnest 
prayer for the success of our work and workers and that God’s 
hand may be laid upon our children to lead them into special 
Christian ‘service. We rejoice that the association has been able to 
accomplish so much. Under God’s leading and with your prayers 
and co-operation we expect to go right on to greater things for the 
kingdom. 


Mrs. Atva Kaurrman, Secretary. 


Applause followed the reading of the report. 

Tue Presipenr. Mrs. Fries, wife of our noble Associate Sunday- 
school Editor, will sing. 

Mrs. Fries then sang “I stood alone at the Bar of God.” [ Ap: 
plause. } 

Tue Presipent. It gives us very great pleasure to have on the 
platform Mrs. L. R. Harford, honored president of the Woman’s 
Missionary Association, who will now bring us a message and a 
memorial, which I am sure we shall be very glad to hear. 

Mrs. L. R. Harford was greeted with applause as she arose to 
address the Conference. She spoke as follows: 
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Mr. President: 

As has been the custom for many years, our board has at the quad- 
rennial session or the one preceding the General Conference, ap- 
pointed some one to bring an address to the General Conference in 
addition to the report by the secretary. This duty was given to me 
and I am here to do the best I can, and knowing what is before you 
and the anxiety of the coming hour, I shall try to be very brief. 
When I address you I used to say when I came before the bodies, 
fathers and brethren; I do not know but what it is brethren and 
sons, now. [Applause and laughter.] I hear so many say that they 
cannot remember the time when you did not furnish reading to the 
Evangel, and so many of them give us much testimony on that line 
that it makes me feel that I might be a back number. 


At this point she read her report, as follows: 


To the Twenty-sixth General Conference of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ, Greeting: 

‘The last quadrennium was a marked one in the history of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association because of the position taken co- 
operating with the Home and Foreign Mission boards of the Church. 

Just as we believe we were divinely. called to begin work, so we 
believe we have been led to take this step in harmony with the spirit 
of union, co-operation, and federation of the forces of Christendom 
for the world-wide spread of the gospel. 

May I remind you that this association first had its inception in 
the heart of a modest, quiet woman in a whole night vigil to know 
the will of God for her. He used her to start organized work 
among the women of the Church for missions. May, 1872, one con- 
ference was organized. With the earnest solicitation of the secre- 
taries of the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society, with 
help and encouragement of other general church officers, Bishops, 
editors, publishing agent, professors of the Seminary, and many 
ministers, in a convention in the nature of a mass meeting, the 
organization, practically as it is to-day, was launched in 1875, 
thirty-eight years ago. 

The unit is the local society with its membership fee of at least 
two cents a week and a prayer; meeting once a month for study 
and prayer and conduct of business. The groups of locals in any 
conference territory form a Branch, meeting annually for inspira- 
tion, instruction, and business. Its elected delegates compose the 
Board of Managers.. The association of these branches comprising 
the board has direct and logical connection with the whole organ- 
ization. Trustees elected by the board form the Executive Com- 
mittee, with headquarters at Dayton, Ohio. This representative, 
compact organization has been a source of strength in training our 
membership in business methods as well as disseminating mission- 
ary information. The field for cultivation has been the women, the 
young women, and the children. 
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At the beginning it was the expressed wish of the association to 
do work for women and children, to support schools, establish homes, 
and provide teachers for the work already begun in the mission 
fields of the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Board. By the advice of 
the General Board and at the solicitation of the missionaries, we 
undertook the cultivation of new territory in Africa, appointing mis- 
sionaries and administering our Own funds. 

In 1880, work was begun in Germany by the support of a mis- 
sionary and the erection of a church in Coburg. 

In 1881, the establishment of a school for Chinese in Portland, 
Oregon, was our first distinet home mission work. Then followed 
the establishment of the First Church in Portland. By 1889 the 
interest in the Chinese in our Portland school increased so that 
there was a great desire to take up work for them in China, and 
that year the first missionaries sailed under the auspices of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association. 

The offering of our Silver Anniversary in 1900 was heartily and 
unanimously set apart for beginning new work. That the Philip- 
pines had come under the flag was a strong appeal to open a mis- 
sion there. 

This brief survey shows how the responsibility of the Woman’s 
Missionary Association grew to large proportions. 


CO-OPERATION. 


The first co-operation effected was in our first field, Africa. In 
1898, when the terrible news of the uprising in Africa almost para- 
lyzed our hearts as we learned of the sacrifice of the lives of our 
missionaries, we joined with the General Board in sending out Dr. 
-and Mrs. J. R. King to begin the work of reconstruction. Since 
the territory operated by the two boards was so over-lapping and the 
work of Doctor King as joint superintendent for one term had been 
satisfactory, it was agreed that we carry on the work in Freetown 
jointly with the General Board. 

In 1909, four years ago, after correspondence and personal inter- 
views, the opinion of many leading men and women of the denom- 
ination and the desire of the missionaries on the field, led us to 
seek a closer co-operation with the Foreign Missionary Society and 
the Home Missionary Society to do more effective work. 

The fear that we might have less interest and responsibility was 
allayed by the suggestion that we merge our missions’ and property 
with that of the whole Church, and have an added interest in all 
the fields. We brought into the partnership three fields, namely, 
Africa, China, and the Philippines; thirty-six missionaries, three 
physicians, sixty native workers, twenty-three organized churches, 
and property valued at $98,000, being almost the exact valuation of 
the property of the Foreign Board. 

And let me just say here, brethren, that this was the point that 
led us to see how we were really a binding partnership. Some of 
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our women on that committee said, “We are not going to give up all 
our property.” We have property of the Home Board, is the way 
we called it then, and-then we asked the secretary to get the figures, 
and when she looked it up we found that the valuation of the Church 
property was just about even, so we hadn’t anything to lose and 
everything to gain, and we said, “We will merge.” 

From the beginning we were organized to do both home and for- 
eign work. Some attempt was made in the home land, some work 
done; but for want of well-defined relations it was discontinued 
On the part of many of our members the opportunity to have more 
work in the United States was welcomed. 

After the decision of the board four years ago to co-operate with 
both, the Foreign Missionary and Home Missionary societies, a period 
of unrest and uncertainty followed. Assured that the organization 
would remain unchanged, and that we had the disposal of our funds, 
and a share in the responsibility and ownership in all the fields of 
the Church, confidence was established and after the first year our 
women accepted the action of the board and General Conference 
and faithfully sustained the trustees in mecting the pledges made. 

The special assignment by the Home Missionary Society of the 
deaconess work, work among the colored people, and for the Ger- 
man children, served to interest the young women and the children 
in work in the United States, and these, with the study of the books, 
“The Upward Path,” “The Conservation of National Ideals,” and 
“Mormonism” served as a great educating influence. 

It may be a matter of interest that since the World’s Missionary 
Conference of 1884, held in London, our association has been identi- 
fied with all the international and national forward movements for 
missions. The interdenominational committee on home and foreign 
missions of the central west in Chicago has as its treasurer our rep- 
resentative, Mrs. W. J. Pruner. 

The association is a corresponding member of the Couneil of 
Women for Home Missions. Mrs. L. R. Harford is our member of 
that council. 

There are four interdenominational territorial commissions for 
foreign missions. We are represented on the Kast Committee by 
Mrs. ©. M. Coover; Central, Mrs. L. R. Harford; South, Miss Ellen 
Groenendyke; West, Mrs. William Bell. 

Mrs. H. B. Spayd and Mrs. L. H. Leitzell represented us in the 
Triennial Conference of Women’s Boards, which was held in Phila- 
delphia in February, 1912. 

Our Young Women’s Department is identified through the secre- 
tary, Miss Vera Blinn, with the Young Women’s Christian Associ- 
ation conferences at Lake Geneva and Eagle’s Mere. We have rep- 
resentatives in the summer schools of missions at Northfield, Winona, 


and Omaha. ; : 
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: 
THE WOMAN’S EVANGEL. ~ ~ 


This only distinctive missionary publication of the Church has 
been for thirty-one years the medium of education and cultivation 
of missionary interest in the Church. With the high cost of pro- 
duction, a year ago we feared we would be compelled to reduce the 
size of the paper or increase the price. Our women settled the mat- 
ter by increasing the circulation so that this year, as every year since 
its establishment, the paper has been self-supporting and has con- 
tributed toward the founding and support of our splendid literary 
department. 

For the development-of our field—the women—we have decided to 
employ a field secretary as soon as a suitable woman can be found. 
Since the brotherhood movement, and in the absence of accurate 
statisties, we are not so sure that our field is as large as the old esti- 
mate of the proportion of women to men, in the Church, yet we feel 
sure we have not yet enlisted the last woman. 3 

The question has been raised as to whether the time is approach- 
ing when every woman belonging to the Church shall be considered 
a member of the Woman’s Missionary Association, and an offering 
received from all, or whether the pledge of at least two cents a week 
and a prayer shall continue to constitute membership. 

YOUNG WOMEN. 

The first constitution for Young Women’s Bands was adopted in 
1883. In 1908 the first secretary was appointed and a distinct de- 
partment created. This year, at our recent meeting at Blooming- 
ton, a name was given, the Otterbein Guild, and plans adopted for 
increasing the interest. 

The past year has been one of larger growth than any former 
year. There is a place for it, recognizing the spirit of girlhood and 
supplying her a club life with aims worth while. 


CHILDREN. 


In 1879 the first organization for children was effected at Fostoria, 
Ohio. In 1909, four years ago, the Junior Christian Endeavor soci- 
eties were given the Woman’s Missionary Association for the cul- 
tivation of missionary interest. For want of definite plans, the 
work has been very unsatisfactory. In our board meeting we took 
action, looking toward correlating our work with the Junior Chris- 
tian Endeavor. If this body can make some definite plan for this 
work, we.may more than make up the loss sustained the last quad- 
rennium, of our Gleaners’ Bands disbanding, about 150 bands with 
membership of over 4,000. 

I. At our session just held, we asked that the day known as 
Woman’s Day, granted in 1893, be changed from the last Sunday 
of September to the last Sunday of October. 

The board voted to change from annual to biennial meetings aud 
hold them in April preceding the Branch meetings. The following 
was adopted: 
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II. “It is desired that co-operation as decided upon at the board 
meeting four years ago and ratified’ by the General Confercuce be 
continued during this quadrennium. 

“The total receipts of the Woman’s Missionary Association during 
this quadrennium, have not reached the aim set at the beginning and 
we regret that because of this the appropriations to the work in 
the foreign fields could not be as large as they had been previous 
to co-operation. 

“According to the plan adopted by the General Conference four 
years ago, we agreed to pay to home missions $14,000 during the 
quadrennium. We are gratified, however, that we were able to in- 
crease this appropriation to $17,732.09.” 

III. Item 8 in both sections of the report to the last General 
Conference referring to the reporting of our money to conference 
treasurers was not found practicable, and was not carried out, there- 
fore we recommend its elimination. 

IV. We recommend that to the work in the home field for the 
next quadrennium we appropriate a fifty per cent. increase over the 
total amount paid during this quadrennium, to be divided as fol- 
lows: $22,000 for current work, $4,000 for deaconess work, and 
$1,000 to begin work among aliens. 

We Meoasnead that this work among aliens be started in cities 
where our churches have the responsibility for the evangelization 
of such eitizens, and shall be under the direction of these churches. 
This is an imperative call of the times as impressed upon all mis- 
sion boards by the Home Missions Council of Women for Home 
Missions, with which our association is affiliated as an associate_ 
member. ; 

V. We recommend that appropriations be made at the beginning 
of each year to the work in our five foreign fields of such sums as 
the trustees feel can be fully met, aiming to reach the average 
amount appropriated to foreign work before co-operation. 

VI. Should the income of the association during the quadren- 
nium warrant it, additional appropriations shall be made to both 
our home and foreign work by the Board of Trustees. 

This paper, when presented, meant so much advance for the quad- 
rennium that the question was asked, “Where is the money to come 
from?” The answer was, “By faith and by work to reach our stan- 
dards the end will be reached.” Before we adjourned we had the 
assurance that the attempt was from God when the pledges from the 
Branches totaled a-little more than $55,000, -greatly in advance of 
any former pledge. 

The money contributed to the home field has gone direct into 
evangelistic work through the deaconess and support of the min- 
istry so that in proportion to other fields, more has been paid to 
this than to any other for like work. If we consider the countries 
belonging to the United States, those under the flag, Porto Rico 
and the Philippines, then the proportion is increased. 
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The appeal of the stranger within our gates is that of a neighbor. 
We do not choose our neighbors ; they are there, and our duty to 
them is that of the Good Samaritan. Believing ‘that it is perilous 
to ereate interest and, conviction In any cause and not give an 
opportunity of expression or outlet, we urge the beginning of work 
for foreigners and wish. to provide the means to start it. The 
thought is to have a small amount to give for tracts, for material 
for industrial work, and for the visit of a colporter to visit the com- 
munities where the work is to be established, and then have the 
churches carry it on. 

Now, just one little instance, that is, the Seminary students took 
work in that foreign settlement before them. You know seminary 
students are not blessed with a great deal of money and they felt 
the need of a little money to carry that on. What a blessed thing 
it would be, you who have been giving to our association, if the 
Home Board would stir work there, give them money and material 
for industrial work there and for visitation among the people to 
touch them as neighbors. The floods have done a lot towards help- 
ing on that feeling towards our neighbor—feeling that they are right 
close at hand and this will help you to carry that on. 

The Council of Women for Home Missions is sending out cards 
and appeals to individuals to report any work done for these peo- 
ples. It appeals to our patriotism to make these people love our 
country and become loyal citizens. 

The work among children is most important. 


FOR THE FUTURE, 


This year, with Women’s Missionary Societies of all denomina- 


tions, we study a book on methods, the book entitled “The King’s 
Business.” 


Chapter I—Campaigning for the King. 

Chaptcz IT. Resources of the King’s Forces. 

Chapter III. Drilling of the King’s Army. 

Chapter ITV. The King’s Treasury. 

Chepter V. The Unity of the Kingdom. 

Together with a detailed study of our six mission fields. 

The appeal for all our work is that of the King and the kingdom. ° 
Before Pilate he declared, “Thou sayest that I am king. To this 
end have I been born and to this end have I come into the world 
that I should bear witness unto the truth” (John. 18:37). Paul’s 
benediction, I. Timothy 6:15, declares, “The Lord Jesus Christ who 
is the only potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords.” We 
first crown him “King of our lives,” loyal unto the appearing. Our 
_prayer, “Thy iemedor come,’ Chae motive, “That we may meet his 
expe ctation that his enemies be made his foot-stool” (Hebrews 10: 
12, 13). “But this man, after he had offered one sacrifice for sins 
re ae sat down on the right hand of God from henceforth ex- 
pecting till his enemies be made his foot-stool” (I. Cor. 15:24). 
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“Then cometh the end when we shall deliver up the kingdom to 
God, even the Father, when he shall have abolished all rule and 
authority and power.” p 

It is a serious thought that he is waiting in expectation to deliver 
the kingdom to God, waiting for his commissioners to complete 
the work. ; 

This band of King’s daughters would loyally stand for the speedy 
conquest of the whole world for the King.. We would be King’s 
daughters “all glorious within” because of the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit, with “clothing inwrought with gold,” the gold of sery- 
ice, and led “unto the King in raiment of needlework,’ even the 
broidered work that is so delicate and fine that it must be made 
in the dark and damps of earth’s sorrow and heart-break. That 
needlework which is wrought in the consecration of home life, so 
beautiful that it gives gladly its best to the service of the King. 

Then how we crave that “the virgins, her companions that follow, 
shall be brought unto Him,” that with “gladness and rejoicing they 
shall be led” and that “they shall enter into the King’s palace!” 

Now, this is a summary of our recommendations which we wish 
you to consider. 


, SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS. 

We respectfully submit the following recommendations as passed 
at our recent board meeting for ratification by this General Con- 
ference: , 

First. That Woman’s Day be changed from the last Sunday in 
September to the last Sunday in October. 

Seeond. That the General Conference define more definitely our 
relations to the Junior Christian Endeavor societies. 

Third. -That co-operation, as decided upon at the board meeting 
four years ago and ratified by the General Conference, be continued 
during this quadrennium, with the exception of Item 3, referring to 
the reporting of our money to conference treasurers. This was not 
found practicable and we therefore recommend its elimination. 

Fourth. That the appropriation for the coming quadrennium be 
as follows: 

(a) For Work in the Home Field. 

We appropriate a fifty per cent. increase over the total amount 
paid during this quadrennium, to be divided as follows: 

$22,000 for current work, 
4,000 for deaconess work, 
1,000 to begin work among aliens. 

(b) For Work in Our Foreign Fields. 

We will appropriate such sums at the beginning of each year as 
the trustees feel can be fully met, aiming to reach the average 
amount appropriated to foreign work before co-operation. 

(c) Should the income of the association during the quadrennium 
warrant it, additional appropriations shall be made to both the home 
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Applause followed the reading of her report. 

Tur Presipent. These splendid reports are before you, what 
action will you take concerning them ? 

On motion of Rev. L. S. Woodruff, ‘seconded by Doctor Pinks 
the reports were adopted and the recommendations referred to. the 
proper committees for action. 

Tue Presipenr. You have now reached the special order of the 
day. 

Docror Funk. In order that we may not have confusion, I move 
you that the ballot for the five Bishops for the United States be 
taken separaté from the ballot for the foreign Bishop. 

This was seconded and adopted. 

Tue Presipenr. The following are the names appointed as tellers: 
Rev. C. W. Recard, of East Ohio Conference; Prof. J. H. Ruebush, 
of Virginia Conference; J. H. Little, of North Kansas Conference, 
for this special election. You will please observe this rule in voting, 
that in all cases five names must be placed upon the ballot. A less 
number will cause the ballot to be cast out by the tellers; that is in 
keeping with all parliamentary usages and righteousness. You will 
proceed to vote. 

SecrRETARY Krprent. I move that Rev. C. W. Recard be designated 
as the head teller, and that the chair appoint seven additional tellers 
and these, with the two others, will constitute three boards to do 
this counting under the direction of Rev. Mr. Reearé. 

This was seconded and adopted. 

Tue Presipent. The chair will ask the Bishops who are not pre- 
siding to furnish these additional names as tellers. 

Tue Presipent. The tellers will please gather up the ballots. 
Have you all voted? The seven persons appointed as additional 
tellers are, E. L. Shuey, G. E. McDonald, M. B. Monn, Harry E. 
Miller, A. R. Ayers, J. R. West, and J. E. Shannon. 

Tue Presipent. You will now prepare your ballots for the mis- 
sionary Bishop, for the foreign Bishop, the Bishop for the foreign 
field. 

Docror Funknouser. <A rule adopted yesterday on order of elec- 
tions provided that the report of the interest for which the officer 
be elected will be considered before the election. I move that the 
Report on Publishing Interests be taken up now and considered. 

This was seconded and adopted. 
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Mr. AtExAnpER Anperson, of Northern Illinois Conference. The 
Committee on Salaries feel that it would be proper to take up their 
report before the elections occur. There might be some discussion 
as to the matter of salaries, and it might get to be personal. I 
think it would be wise to take it up at this time. It is printed and 
ready for distribution. 

Tue Presipent. Is there a motion to take up the Report of the 
‘Committee on Salaries? 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. I move you that the Report on Publishing In- 
terests be laid on the table until we hear the Report on Salaries. I 
think the action of- the General Conference requires that the sal- 
aries shall-be determined before the election takes place. 

This was done by common consent. 

Tim Prestpenr. The secretary will read the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Salaries. 

Seeretary Keppel then read the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SALARIES. 


We, your Committee on Salaries, beg leave to present the following 
report: That the annual salary ef each of the following officers be: 
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oO MOONS. oct s leer cde estes el quate els Hah nla elaldls ele 1,500 
Publishing Agent ..... Pe ys lortunceemnen teh aly ate Stays eiaiseeeees LOSeOU 
Editor of Religious Eases he Bee NS ee Ln ae ener att ase! MAO) 
Hditor of Sunday-school” Titerature.. .2..5 52.66. .600.. es. 2,400 
Church Treasurer ......... BENS A Cae te nn ae ies, SR ge eR 2,400 
Editor of Watchword ..... Lats icy SO eaD EWS SET Re ee aA 
Seerctary of Foreign iGsdone ee ele chee oe ok eo 
Secretary 01 tome. MigsiONG., We. Eis ote ole vote ne tree ws oc oe we) D200 
Secretary of Church Erection  wac7.. 6.3 ee eens 2,200 
Seeretary of Sunday-school Board .........2.20 0. eeeuee ee BQ50 
Business Manager of Bonebrake Seminary.................. 2,250 
Secretary of Christian Stewardship oo... 0.6... cc aen ee deee 2,250 
Associate Editor of Religious Telescope .................... 2,000 
Associate Editor Sunday-school Literature ................. 2,000 
Seeretary of Young People’s Work...... See nts ee OOO 


Respectfully submitted. 
ALEXANDER ANDERSON, 
ALBERT KEISTER, 
J. P. Lanois, 
‘J. SHAMBAUGH, 
G. A. LAMBERT, 
Committee. 
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Docror Funk. I move an amendment to this report, that the 
salary of the Publishing Agent be the same as it was during the last 
quadrennium, $3,000. 

Seconded by Rev. J. T. Foster. 

Doctor Funk. I wish to state that the first time that I was aware 
of this report and knew anything about it, was when. the printed 
report was distributed. I do not want any one to think that the 
committee had consulted me about it. I absolutely know nothing 
about it, and I make this motion because I think it is right to ~ 
make it. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. I was simply going to say that I thought the 
committee was going at this the right way. I would rather push the 
Bishops’ salary up to something like where they ought to be. . 

The amendment was adopted. 

Secretary Keprent. I would like to ask one question. I would like 
to ask the Committee on Salaries why they discriminated in the 
salaries of Bishops? 

Mr. ALexanper Anprerson. An order was adopted for the General 
Conference to provide for the salary of the Bishops. Half the salary 
and the traveling expenses of the Bishop on the foreign field are to 
be paid by the Foreign Mission Board. The traveling expenses of 
the Bishops on the home field are paid out of their salaries, hence 
the difference. 

Dr. H. F. Suupr. <A question of privilege. It is a very delicate 
matter to refer to. I had not seen this until it was distributed. The 
committee did not consult me and I am sure they had no reason for 
consulting me in regard to the salary of the Editor of the Watchword, 
for they were providing this for the new Editor of that paper. If 
they had consulted me I should have said that increasing the salary 
thereon was adding to the expense of the Watchword without inereas- 
ing the excellence of the paper or in any way providing for the im- 
provement of the paper. You recognize the delicacy of the matter 
for me to bring it up, because increases have been mentioned in 
connection with others, and I probably ought not to say anything, 
but I would express that judgment concerning placing the increase 
upon the salary of the Editor of the Watchword. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis, of Miami Conference. The committee is per- 
fectly willing that all those persons who have any shadow of a chance 
of election to these offices shall have those salaries eut down as low 
as possible. [Applause.] 
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Secretary Keprren. I think when you come to the question of 
salaries, there are always two or three things to be considered, and 
the mere statement of one reason does not always state all of the 
reasons. I am opposed to discrimination in the salary of Bishops. 
It is true that provision has been made for the traveling expenses 
of the Bishop that will be assigned to the foreign field. We all know 
that in the home field there are opportunities for income possessed 
by the Bishops that are not possessed in the foreign field. There 
are, I understand, church dedications, Chautauqua sermons, public 
lectures, and other services that add to the income of a live Bishop, 
and that in a large measure serves to offset the traveling expenses, 
but the man who serves on the foreign field, when churches are 
dedicated in the foreign field they are mission churches and they 
cannot pay anything for services. In addition to that, he is_con- 
stantly on the high seas when he is traveling, and you“cannot pay a 
man’s traveling expenses for traveling on the high seas, and in 
addition to that he is peculiarly exposing his health every time he 
makes a trip—in Africa one time, in Porto Rico another, in China 
another, in Japan another, in the Philippines another, in five differ- 
ent climatic conditions, exposed to five different kinds of pestilences 
and plagues and then with the troubles of the high seas. It seems 
to me that that salary ought to be made even. I move that: the 
foreign Bishop’s salary be placed at $3,000 instead of $2,250. 

This motion was seconded. 

Rey. A. H. Reeszr, of West Virginia Conference. It has been 
said, his expenses will be paid. Do you make his salary $3,000 and 
expenses? That is not included in the other Bishops’—if you make 
it the same as the others. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. I would lke to refer to the remark on the 
advantages of the home bishops for income. I take it that the 
Bishops’ work is much like any other work on the district, and what- 

- ever extra they get in the way of income, they pay into the work 
possibly more than they get from the church they dedicate. Our 
Bishops are doing that and the extra income does not amount to any- 
thing. The expenses on these districts for traveling must be con- 
sidered as reducing their salaries. I do not find on the list a state- 
ment of what you propose to pay the foreign Bishop. What is it? 

Mr. Anperson. $2,250. 

Dr. C. M. Brooxe. That is $750 for traveling expenses. The for- 
eign mission salary at that figure is really more than the home. They 
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cannot travel over their work for a year for $750. Let us consider 
that. : 

Dr. M. O. McLaueuiin. When this resolution went through stat- 
ing that the foreign Bishop must receive salary and expenses, I had 
no other thought but that the salary would be stipulated and that the 
expenses would be a matter of his own reports as he kept track of 
his expenses, and must be submitted perhaps to the Executive Com- 
mittee of that Budget Committee. How is anybody going to know 
what the traveling expenses of that foreign Bishop are until he 
incurs that expense. It seems to me what I voted for and what 
others voted for is a regular salary and then a report from, this 
Bishop as to the expense he had incurred, and these expenses be paid 
whenever they have been incurred. 

Rey. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. I am heartily in 
favor of the motion of making the salary of the foreign Bishop the 
same as home Bishops. There are some things you cannot pay for 
in money, and if I am elected to either one of these positions [ Laugh- 
ter.| and have my choice, unless I become fascinated with the work 
in the foreign field, I will take the home field with three thousand 
dollars and pay my expenses rather than subject myself to absence 
from home for long periods, to the perils of the sea, to distress, to 
health and uncertainties of travel in the foreign field with my ex- 
penses paid. I believe we ought to make the salaries equal and let 
these other things take care of themselves. [| Applause. ] 

Rey. G. E. McDonanp, This suggestion occurs to me that might 
be of advantage. The Methodist Episcopal Church, with consider- 
able experience, has added $1,500 to their bishop’s salary, making the 
total bishop salary $6,500 to keep them out of professional lecture- 
ships, so they can attend to their business in the church. It seems 
to me it cannot be a bad idea if you could add the expense fund 
that would make it unnecessary for any bishop to turn aside to make 
a mercenary plea for support in order to live in decency in the 
world. 

Rev. G. E. Berton, of Neosho Conference. I am sure if you are 
going to make the salary equal for all the Bishops, we should make 
the expense account for the home Bishops as well as the foreign. 
We, as a Church, feel that they ought to have three thousand and 
more, all of their expenses. If you do that, then I am with you, but, 
if you are going to give $3,000 to the foreign Bishop with his ex- 
penses, and make it unequal instead of equal, I am opposed to it. 
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I think we ought to either vote down this resolution or carry the 
salaries through equal, or on the other hand allow the home Bishops 
to make out their expenses as well, and pay that extra. Let’s be fair 
in the matter and make them equal. It is a matter of expense for 
them to attend a dedication. I am speaking advisedly when I say 
it is a matter of expense to them instead of a matter of remuner- 
ation. JI am opposed to the resolution unless they are made equal. 

Rey. C. M. Brookr. I move an amendment that we pay the travel- 
ing expenses of all our Bishops. 

This was not seconded. 

: Rey. O. E. Witttams, of Erie Conference. I would just like to 
ask where we are. We moved to adopt this report. I move to 
amend to adopt the report, item by item, so that it. will come regu- 
larly. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipent. It is moved and seconded that the report be 
adopted, item by item. There is the question before us, however, to 
make the salary of the foreign Bishop the same as the home Bishops, 
that must be disposed of first. 

Dr: P. O. Bonesrake. I do not think of the difficulty in this until 
after this question was called up, but it seems to me that this is 
the correct solution of this problem, to make them equal and then 
after they have been made equal, then we can make the division that 
has already been voted, and it is the only way to do it—that the 
Foreign Missionary Society pay the expenses and half the salary of 
the foreign Bishop. Now, that is already settled, but when you make 
it $3,000, the Foreign Missionary Society will pay half that salary 
and the traveling expenses, that makes it difficult to adjust what he 
gets and you will not know what the Church has to pay. 

Rev. W. L. Crtupress, of Louisiana Conference. The Foreign 
Missions Gommittee or Board is to pay half the salary and the ex- 
penses, is that what we understand ? 

Tus Present. Yes. 

Rev. W. L. Cumpress. Then that will still make this unequal, 
will it not? Will it not give the Bishop of the foreign field a larger 
salary than the Bishops in the home fields? 

Rev. A. H. Reess, of West Virginia Conference. If they pay 
$2,250, as they have it in this report, the Foreign Missionary Society 
pays half of that and the expenses. That is the intention here and 
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the $2,250 for foreign Bishop is as good as the $3,000 for the Bishops 
in the United States, they are on an equality. 

Rev. J. A. Hawkins, of White River Conference. We have ac- 
quired a bad habit here in looking upon the report of our commit- 
tees. These committees are appointed and bring us well directed 
thought upon the subject. They liave raised the -salaries of our 
Bishops $500. The attempt is to adjust the same to the forward 
movement of our Church. I think it would be a a good suggestion to 
adopt the report of the committee. 

Mr. Joun Suampavan, of Iowa State Conference. The intent of 
that committee was to give the foreign Bishop $2,250, and in doing 
that we were paying him more than the other Bishops for his hard- 
ships. I think it was not the intent of the committee to give them 
any preference. We are giving the foreign Bishop a preference. 
You will remember that the $750 won’t bear all these expenses and 
whenever you go to bearing the expenses of all the Bishops it won’t 
be anywhere near one thousand dollars. I am guessing a little at 
that, but I think I am not guessing very far wrong. 

Sroretary KeppreLt. We have canvassed the questions of the 
emoluments that come to the Bishops on the home field and that 
has been answered by that the Bishop will give back in gifts as much 
as the emoluments they receive amount to. 

The missionary Bishop is going to give part of his salary back. 
His heart is going to bé gripped as much as the home Bishops; he 
is going into his pocket as much as they are. I believe it is a mat- 
ter of absolute justice to pay salaries on an even basis. We do not 
want any discrimination in this matter. We want these Bishops to 
stand together. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis. Mr. Chairman, I wish I could make a noise, too. 
fApplause.] This committee considered this proposition deliberately 
and with all the best information that they were able to collect. The 
men on this committee, with one exception, the one who is talking 
to you, are business men. They are men who handle money, they 
know what men are worth, what they do and what they ought to 
be paid, and we considered the matter of equality and unequality, 
and we finally decided that the Bishops at home ought not to have 
more money than the man abroad, but since his expenses were al- 
ready provided for and no provision made for his traveling ex- 
penses of this at home, we decided it as we have it here, and we 
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believe according to the best of our judgment and calculation that 
it is best as it stands and most equitable. 

Mr. G. A. Lampert, of White River Conference. I am in favor 
of the motion, the motion before the house to make them equal. I 
am also in favor of an amendment to the other motion. My idea 
then would be to make the salaries of the Bishops $2,500 and ex- 
penses; that will pay them on an equality and not advance the gal- 
aries only a little beyond. what they receive to-day, two or three 
hundred dollars possibly, and not have to bear these expenses. If 
they do the work we expect of them during this counting quadren- 
nium, their expenses will be at least a thousand dollars, and I think 
the thing to do is to make the Bishops’ salary $2,500 and expenses, 
if this motion carries. 

Dr. J. W. Litty, of Sandusky Conference. I believe the sober 
thought of this body is that the report of the committee is correct. 
You may not have it to the dollar or to the penny, but I believe - 
when the expenses of the foreign Bishop are paid, it will bring him 
up to the three-thousand-dollar salary, and we will respect him just 
as much as though you made his salary a million dollars. 

Professor Keppel’s amendment was not adopted. 

Rey. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. I remember this 
same fact was discussed pro and con four years ago, and the com- 

mittee instructed to go back after they had reported once, and 
figure all salaries with twenty-five per cent. increase, and that was 
done and the salaries raised. Now, I do not know what the figures 
of increase would be, but I would move, Mr. Chairman, that the 
salaries of all officers from the Bishops down be the same as it has 
been in the past quadrennium. 

Rey. S. L. Topp. Mr. Chairman, I move the previous question. 

This was seconded and ordered. 

Rev. F. G. Rapasaven, of West Virginia Conference. I would 
like to ask this question: Is the salary of the Publishing Agent to 
be voted at $3,250 or $3,000? 

Tue Presipent. That has been amended and it is $3,000. 

The Report of the Committee on Salaries, as amended, was then 
adopted. 

Tue Presipent. It has been announced that the tellers for the 
vote on foreign Bishop are ready to report. 

Rey. Morris Nicuouis, of North Kansas Conference. Shall we 
not elect the other Bishops first? 
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Tie Presipenr. Not necessarily. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. They have been voted for first, but do not 
necessarily need to be elected first. It is perfectly in order. 

Tir Prestpoenr. The. tellers will report. 

Mr. UT. C. Criptanp, of Miami Conference. The Report of the. 
Committee on Orphanages and Old People’s Homes is ready for the 
printer. 

On motion of Doctor Funk, this report was referred to the printer 
without reading. 

Mr. R. H. Benverr, of Neosho Conference. I have the Report of 
the Committee on Judiciary, and as it affects the Constitution, it 
will have to be printed. It may be that the Conference would be 
interested in the position taken by thes committee on that question 
of the vote on superintendency. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Mr. Bennett then read the portion of the report referred to, as 
follows: 

It is the opinion of said committee that the provisions of said 


paragraph do not contravene the provisions of the Constitution, but 
if enacted will be valid. : 


The report, on motion of Doctor Funk, was referred to the printer. 
Secretary Kepren. Mr. Chairman, the Board of Tellers have 
passed in the report on foreign Bishop, as follows: 


The report of the tellers for the election of foreign Bishop. First 
ballot, number of votes cast, 210. Necessary for election, 106. A. T. 
Howard received 178 votes, S. S. Hough 30, J. E. Knipp 2. 

(Signed) C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tur Presipent. Doctor Howard is elected Bishop for the foreign 
field; will he come forward? 

Doctor Howard then came forward to the platform. 

Tur Presipent. Bishop Howard, whose courage and metal have 

been thoroughly tested in the foreign field, has been elected by a 
‘magnificent vote, and when he overcomes his emotion, ,will speak 
to us. 
BisHop Howarp. My friends, I feel as I come to this hour, like 
the young king of Israel, who felt the great need of wisdom. I 
would like to start in this new office with a prayer by the senior 
Bishop, Bishop Castle, that I may have the wisdom that I need. in 
this new, important position. Won’t you pray? 
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Bishop, Castle requested the Conference to stand, and he delivered 
the following prayer: 


O Thou, to whom thy people, thy church, must look in times of 
need; thou to whom they have always looked through the centuries 
of the past; thou who hast always been willing to help in times of 
need, when they face great responsibilities; we come to thee at this 
moment—a very serious moment—a moment when thy servant, our 
brother, assumes a responsibility to which he feels unequal, a respon- 
sibility to which the Church has just called him, and we believe that 
call is from thee through thy Chureh. We pray that thou wilt look 
graciously upon him in this the time when he feels overwhelmed 
with the responsibilities: that he faces. We pray that thou wilt 
grant unto him just that special grace which he now so much needs. 
It has been the privilege of some of us that are here to-day to know 
the early home of this brother, and the home and kindred of those 
that now sleep in the silent city, whose hands are folded in that 
dreamless sleep. It has been our privilege to watch his growing to 
manhood, his growing development, to follow him through the years 
of his training for Christian work, and to follow him with our 
thought and with our sympathies and with our prayers in that far 
distant land where the shadows of superstition and moral darkness 
hang so heavily. And now we especially invite thy presence upon 
him. We would like in this moment that thou wouldst consecrate 
him anew to this great work, and while the doer of opportunity, 
official opportunity of religious opportunity opens to him afresh and 
- anew, may he not fear to enter it because thou hast said, I will be 
with thee all thy days. We pray that in this moment the Holy Spirit 
may settle upon him, may he receive a fresh anointing and may the 
illumination of his soul grow broader, may his mental equipment 
be stronger and quicker, may his bodily strength be conserved unto 
him as he goes beyond the seas and goes unto these island countries 
to superintend and supervise the interests of thy kingdom. O God, 
bless his wife and bless his children. May thy hand be upon them 
all. We pray especially for thy blessing upon the countries, the in- 
terests of which, religiously, he is to supervise for this Church. 
O God, bless these dark lands and may these four years be the bright- 
est. years that the Church has ever known in those countries, and 
may he witness such wonderful changes in the life of the Church 
that he shall stand in their presence overwhelmed—stand in the 
midst of the light, feeling fairly dazed as the King comes in his 
beauty and glory to lead him onward. And now, we pray thee, to 
bless the General Conference as it rallies around him, and_ bless 
the associates that shall be elected to this office, and bless the 
boards with which he shall work, and may these years be crowned 
with wonderful vietory—all in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
and to the glory of God, our Father, we ask it. Amen. 
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Dr. I. A. Horsroox, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, it 
gives us pleasure to know that Mrs. Howard is here. IT think this 
Yonference is interested not only in Bishop Howard, but in his fam- 
ily, and I think this General Conference ought to have the oppor- 
tunity of seeing the woman that shares with him the burdens of life, 
and we wish her to come to the platform. 

Tue Prestpent. Mrs. Howard will be escorted to the platform. 

Mrs. Mary Albert, editor of the Woman’s Evangel, eseorted Mrs. 
TIoward to the auditorium, and she came to the platform amid the 
waving of handkerchiefs, and ‘stood by the side of Bishop Howard. 

Tur Present. This is Mrs. Bishop Howard, the sharer of all 
the trials and tribulations of her husband in the foreign field. God 
bless her. The quartet will sing. 

The quartet then rendered, “Anchored out on life’s ocean.” [Ap- 
plause. } : 

Tur Presipenr. The secretary will read the Report on Publishing 
Interests. 

Secretary Kapeel then read the complete printed Report on Pub- 
lishing Interests. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PUBLISHING INTERESTS. 

We, your Publishing Committee, recommend that the Discipline 
on Publishing Interests remain unchanged. 

1. Having inquired into and examined the methods of transaction 
of the business of the Publishing House, we commend the Agent and 
Board of Trustees in the use of up-to-date methods; we approve of 
their holding in abeyance the contemplated improvements for the 
present. 

2. That all action pertaining to the contemplated building be left 
to the Board of Trustees, local committee, and Publishing Agent. 

3. We recommend that the Publishing House institute the system 
of a uniform expiration date for the Religious Telescope, that this 
date be December 31, of every successive year; that the present prem- 
ium plan for club workers be continued to apply only in case of 
annual subscription at $1.50; that short-term subscriptions be taken 
during the year at 124 cents a month, expiring uniformily on Decem- 
ber 81; that a suitable premium be offered subscribers for a nom- 
inal sum in addition to the Telescope price, these premiums to he 

carried from year to year, a subseriber having the privilege of elee- 
tion of one or more premiunis offered to that date. 

4. That an editor and an associate editor be elected to edit the 
Religious Telescope. 


~ 


5. That an editor be elected for the Watchword. 


6. That an editor and associate editor be elected for the Bible- 
school literature. 


390 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


7. That the sum of $500 be appropriated annually from the funds 
of the Publishing House to the Ohio German Conference for their 
publication fund. 

8. The General Conference shall elect a Board of nine Trustees 
to serve for four years until their successors are elected, at least three 
~ of whom shall be residents of Dayton or vicinity. 

9. At the beginning of the quadrennium the trustees of the Pub- 
lishing House shall estimate the amount of money necessary to meet 
the expenses of the next General Conference, and make an equitable 
apportionment of the amount to the several annual conferences. 

10. The entire amount shall be divided by each annual conference 
in three equal portions, and one-third of the full amount shall be 
raised in each of the three conference years preceding the meeting 
of the General Conference. 

11. Any part of the apportionment unpaid at ‘the close of the Cons 
ference session preceding the General Conference, shall be reappor- 
tioned by the said annual conference, and raised within the coming 
conference year. 

12. All sums collected by the pastors shall be paid over annually 
to the conference treasurer, and the said treasurer shall pay the 
same over to the General Church Treasurer. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Re-A Hirt, 
J. H. Ruesusu. 
E. E. RicHarps. 
EK. B. Cuark. 
W. P. ALSPACH. 
D. W. Bover. 
Ouarues J. Hatt. 
J. W. Linuy. 
I. E. Runx. 
A. H. Laucusaum, Secretary. 


Dr. A. P. FunKHouser. 1 move its adoption. 

Seconded by Doctor R. J. White: 

Doctor FunKkHouser. We have the greatest pride in our Publish- 
ing House. It has been an inspiration to the whole Church, it is a 
recommendation of the Church to our whole country, but some of 
our folks are a little nervous about that great debt that has been 
piled up there, and. I have been unable to answer questions about it. 
I want to make a request of Doctor Funk, that he tell us about that 
debt—where it came from, how it happens to be as big as it is, and 
how much of the original debt on the big office building has been 
discharged—a statement of the debt, if he will kindly do it. 

Doctor Funx. Mr. Chairman, J am very glad to answer any ques- 
tion I can. If I had known the question was going to be asked, I 
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certainly would have had the books here to have given actual figures 
on the indebtedness of the House. If you will allow me, I will refer 
to my report. The indebtedness of the institution, as reported April 
15, 1913, was $439,609, and of that $24,689 is accounts payable, 
current bills, borrowed money $180,320; bonds outstanding $245,000. 
The question asked is, How this debt came about. At the beginning 
of this quadrennium, the Board of Trustees authorized the pur- 
chase of property on Market Street, and I find myself without the 
figures on those properties. The building had been started and 
about $50,000 had been spent on the new building and $24,000 of 
what is known as the Richter property, making, as you see, about 
$75,000 on the Market Street’ end of the property. The indebted- 
ness for the previous four years together, the total indebtedness was 
$301,384, therefore we have an increase of $138,000 this quadren- 
nium in indebtedness. For me to go back to the former years, I can- 
not possibly do that from memory here to-day. 

Docror Funknouser. Certainly not. 

Docror Funk. The increasing indebtedness is from $301,384 to 
$439,609, or an increase of $138,000 in round numbers. Now, during 
this quadrennium, if you will remember, we purchased the Fifth 
Street property, which has cost us up to the present time about 
$54,000 in round numbers, so that you see on those three items we 
have $124,000. We have spent for real estate and new machinery 
about $207,000 during this quadrennium. That accounts for the 
increase of debt, indeed, more than accounts for it, for the increase 
in debt was only $138,000 and we spent for the items here named 
$204,000, for real estate and for new machinery. Does that answer 
your question ? ] 

Docror Funkunouser. It does not answer all that has been asked 
of me, and I would just like to help those, if I ean. The big: office 
building cost, in the first place, I do not know the amount. 

Docror Funx. Three hundred and thirty thousand dollars, in 
round numbers. 

Docror Funknouser. If you will permit this colloquy, how much 
is that building in debt now ? 

Docror Funk. It is in debt $95,000. 

Doctor FunKuHouser. Did any money have to be borrowed out of 
the bank to pay the bonds on that institution? Did some of the 
money have to be borrowed ? , 

Docror Funk. I hardly understand your question. 
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Docror Funxnousrr. Has the building paid its way, or has there 
been money borrowed to make the payments on bonds? 

Doctor Funx. The building at the first part of its experience 
did not pay its way. It is now just about paying its way. The in- 
terest charged against it is heavy. We charge against it $9,000 a 
year for interest so that it is more than paying back on borrowed 
money what it received in the beginning years of its business career. 
It is carrying more than its load, in other words. Its debt this last 
year was $123,000, that with interest at five per cent. you see what it 
would be, but we charged to the office $9,000 of interest in order to 
make equitable its proportion of expense account. We haven’t 
shielded the building in any particular. Does that answer the ques- 
tion ? 

‘Docror, FunKHousErR. One more, if I am not thought to be asking 
questions that I should not— 

Docror Funk. Go ahead. I am here to answer them if I ean. 

Docror FunKnouser. Tell us one thing more. How do you 
figure out that this debt is to be paid, this bank debt and this 
bonded debt? Now, you have got your plans made and I trust that 
they will all work out, but it will give us great courage to just 
know how you are going to come out. 

Docror Funk. I am very frank to say here, Mr. Chairman, that 
if the flood had not come, I am sure that we could have disposed of 
our Market Street property at such profit that we could have reduced 
the indebtedness upon the Publishing House $200,000 if we could 
have sold it, and I believe we could. 

Doctor Krnpatu. One question; will you allow this? I think 
from your answer that we got the impression that it is just meeting 
running expenses; hasn’t it met the bonds? 

Docror Funk. It has met the bonds. 

Docror Kenpautu. I thought you said it was just merely paying 
its way. 

Docror Funk. It is actual profit. I might as well speak it out 
here, you seem to want to know. It seems as though that is to be the 
point of attack, but the office building cleared over its inter- 
est account and everything this year, over $19,000 [Applause. | 
over its running expenses, over its interest account, and we charged 
against interest account almost twice as much as was really due to 
it, it nevertheless cleared over $19,000. [Voices of Good. Applause. ] 
Now, any other question ? 
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Mr. G. A. Lampert, of White River Conference. May I ask— 
based upon the total investment in the building, is it paying interest 
on the investment ? 

Dooror Funk. It is a good deal more than paying interest. 

Mr. G. A. Lampert. Pardon me, you stated it made $19,000 over 
and above the $9,000 interest against the debt of the whole institu- 
tion and its running expenses, but, now there is $330,000 invested in 
the building ? 

Docror Funk. Yes. 

Mr. G. A. Lampert. It paid interest on the whole investment with 
those profits ? 

Doctor Funx. Its profits are over $19,000 after paying that extra 
interest account. : 

Mr. G. A. Lampert. I think we are interested in knowing whether 
it is a paying inyestnient, aside from paying interest, $19,000 would 
be about seven per cent. on the investment in the building, seven 
or eight per cent. It looks like a good paying investment. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesprake. May I ask a question ? 

Doctor Funk. Yes. 

Doctor BoneBRaAke. JI am sure there is a question raised about 
what Doctor Funk says about that property. I would not want to 
raise any question out of mere antagonism, but as to the intent of 
purchasing the Market Street property and the Fifth Street prop- 
erty, and you spoke of selling it. 

Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, the Board of Trustees in the former 
quadrennium, and I want to say to this General Conference that 
the Board of Trustees, in every movement that has been taken, 
have been their own boss. I have heard it intimated that W. R. 
Funk controls that board. I want to say that in every move that 
has been made in connection with that institution, I have given a 
written statement to the Board of Trustees on the purchase of every 
piece of property and every plan of enlargement that has been contem- 
plated. The minutes are here and the truth of my statement can be 
substantiated in every particular. The board ordered, in a former 
quadrennium, that one hundred feet of property be purchased run- 
ning from Fourth Street through to Market Street for a factory 
building. That was about seven years ago. At that time property 
was not so high as it is now, or was before the flood. We got into 
litigation over two pieces of property, for it was then intended that 
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the factory should be built back. Has Doctor Hitt the pictures I 
gave to him? 

Dr. R. A. Hirr. I can get them. 

Doctor Funx. I wish you would get them, in view of the state- 
ment that has been made. I will go ahead with my statement and 
then I will show you. When we were in the midst of purchasing 
that property a prominent business man came (after we thought 
we had the option secured) and offered a higher sum than we were 
to pay by the option, ‘and got it away from us. The committee 
ordered me to seek by an injunction in the courts, to restrain him 
from getting the property. We were defeated in the court on the 
ground that the man said he didn’t act as our agent in getting the 
option, and on that account it was decided against us. Our attor- 
neys wanted us to carry it up, but we felt that we did not want to 
go into the fight over a proposition of that kind. 

Tue Presient. Perhaps we had better give Doctor Funk more 
time. The tellers are ready to report. 

Doctor Funk. I am in the midst of this explanation and I have 
given my life for sixteen years to this matter. (At this time the 
pictures above referred to were handed to Doctor Funk, and he 
picked up a picture and held it up before Conference.) If you can 
see this, I will hold it up as best I can and explain it. This is the 
factory building back of the fourteen-story building, and it was 
intended that one hundred feet be purchased on Fourth Street run- 
ning 165 feet through to Market Street, and on that should be built 
the factory building. But, in the interim this man had slipped in 
and acquired these two pieces of property here. Values went up so 
rapidly in that community that it was decided that it would not be 
wise for us to undertake to acquire property there for factory pur- 
poses. In fact, we were shut out by this man acquiring this prop- 
erty. On that account we gave up that undertaking, but we had 
already acquired property on Market Street back of Fourth Street 
under the order, specified order of the committee and board, they 
having gone into the matter, and they are present to-day and will 
bear me out in the case. We have that property now. It has grown 
in value with the property around about and we can dispose of it. 

A gentleman sent us word some time ago, and the committee had 
it up as to whether we should dispose of it or not. In view of the 
fact that we do not have ground enough there for an increase of our 
factory building, it was decided after a very careful consideration 
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by the board running through this quadrennium, that we should 
find a place somewhere else for a factory building, and then do the 
best we could with the disposition of the property that we had in 
that central locality. Now, that is the fact as it relates to that item. 
We have property back there near the Market House which many 
people believe will be worth $2,000 a front foot. In fact the gentle- 
man who spoke to me asked me what we would take for that property, 
and I said not less than $2,000 a front foot, and he said, “Your price 
is not too high.” And in three weeks after that, he purchased a piece 
of property farther down Market Street, which cost him a higher rate 
than that, and is not as desirable property as we have; so that while 
we were deterred in getting the one hundred feet running from 
Fourth back to Market, we nevertheless have an investment that will 
quickly, as soon as Dayton rises out of its calamity, mect its indebt- 
edness and give us at least a $75,000 profit. 

Dr. P. O. Boneprake. Mr. Chairman, that is satisfactory and 
clear. There was something of an undertaking, and when it was 
understood that this would be sold, it then seemed that it was.all 
merely as a speculation. It was not, and Doctor Funk has made it 
very clear, there was no speculation about it. 

Tue Present. Are you ready to adopt the report ? 


Secretary Keppet. Will you hear the report of the Board of | 


Tellers, as called for? 
Secretary Keppel read the ballot of Bishops, as follows: 
REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF FIVE BISHOPS. 
First ballot, number of votes cast 213. Necessary to election 107 
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Five have a majority. 


Tue Present. You have chosen as your Bishops for the United 
States, Bishops William M. Bell, William M. Weekley, George M. 
Mathews and Doctors H. H. Fout and ©. J. Kephart. Will those 
who have been elected and are not now on the platform, Doctor 
Kephart and Doctor Fout, please come to the platform ? 

The Conference applauded as the two newly-elected Bishops’ came 
forward. 

THe Present. TI take pleasure in introducing to the General 
Conference, Bishop Kephart the Second, |Applause.| and Bishop 
H. WH. Fout, formerly editor of Sunday-school Literature. [ Applause. | 

Speeches were called for. 

Bishop H. H. Fout spoke as follows: 


Mr. President and Members of the General Conference: I wish 
I was worthy of this honor and of your gracious expression of con- 
fidence. Those of my friends’who have had the opportunity to be 
nearest me know that this action is not in accord with my choosing. 
It is not an easy task to turn from editorial to administrative 
work. It means to tread an untried path—a way that I have not 
passed heretofore. If there’ is any feeling of exultation in my heart 
now, it is because of the degree of success God has given me in my 
past work. The Church presents no larger field of service to which 
one might be promoted than that of the religious training of its 
childhood and youth. Somehow I have felt that my experience of 
twelve years in the work was an equipment that would enable me 
to serve the Church better in this field than in any other outside the 
pastorate. But with a desire to faithfully follow the ark of God, 
and trusting for guiding wisdom in that Providence that we are 
glad to believe ordereth the steps of men and lends supernatural aid 
to simple faith, the new duties you have placed upon me will be 
assumed, 

My greatest concern now, and has been, to serve faithfully in what- 
ever relations the Church may place me. [Applause.] Will you pray 
that God may give me strength equal to the task? During my min- 
istry I have thought of Bishop Castle as our greatest spiritual 
leader and prophet. I crave his blessing now, and he will pardon 
me if I ask him to lay his hand on my head and pronounce upon 
me his blessing. 
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Bishop Castle then arose and requested Bishop Fout to bow his 
head, and placed both hands upon his head and delivered the fol- 
lowing prayer: 


O thou Jesus, Son of God, Savior of men, thou, who hast called 
thy servants through the ages into the ministry, and thou, who hast 
through the offices of the church assigned them their work from 
time to time, we come to thee in this very serious moment and 
pray that thou wilt put thy hand upon the heart, upon the brain, 
upon the soul, upon the spirit, upon the body of this brother, and 
may the anointing of the Holy Ghost be given to him afresh and 
anew for this new work, in the name of our Lord we ask it. Amen. 


Bisuop Four. I just want to ask a personal privilege, and that 
is that you will give me the privilege of sitting with my delegation 
until the close of the Conference. — 

Tur Present. The General Conference will permit that for 
the present. . 

Tue Presient. Bishop Kephart will now speak a few words to 
the Conference. 

Bishop Cyrus J. Kephart spoke as follows: 


Brothers and Sisters of the General Conference, including the 
Visitors: No words that come to my lips can express my appreci- 
ation of the expression of your confidence in what you have done. 
I am sure, as my brother and intimate associate, Bishop Fout, has 
said, that this has come as the result of no seeking of my own. 
I feel that in a very important sense I am standing upon exceedingly 
sacred ground, made doubly sacred because of the splendid men in 
the large sense who have occupied and now occupy this position; 
and especially because of the fact of the one preceding me, my own 
loved, deceased brother. 

J am not able to make any estimate of what is to be expected or 
what the future is to present except to say that for many years from 
the sincerity of my heart, so far as I have known it, I have been 
asking God Almighty to direct my steps and to’ use me where he 
wants me placed, and now only because I have been taught to be- 
lieve that God expresses his will in the choice of his people, do I 
consent to undertake the task that has been put upon me. 

As it seems to me there comes into the vision of any man who 
looks out into the future, a larger field and a larger measure of 
opportunity for the church of Jesus Christ and for this branch of 
the church of Jesus Christ than has ever yet dawned upon it. The 
demands for a higher type of aggressive, Christian activity, the con- 
ditions that are created by the growing and strengthening forces 
of evil all about us, the splendid achievements of this Church and 
of the church in general in the past, all together combined to present 
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a picture of opportunity and of obligation that ought to charm, the 
heart of any man who believes in the power and presence of God 
Almighty, and ought to lead us all, no matter what our position 
may be, to humble ourselves in the presence of him and depending 
upon his divine direction and leadership, go forward to cultivate 
the field and meet the opportunities as God presents them to us. 
And believing that you and those whom you represent, who are now 
in the homes, are determined to do that thing, to accept the chal- 
lenge that God gives us, in home lands and in all lands, believing 
that you and those you represent, are determined thus so to do, and 
believing in the God of all grace, who has said, “I will never leave - 
thee, nor forsake thee,” we shall join hands with Bishop Mathews, 
a member of my congregation at home, come forward, and will 
Bishop Castle come, and now, taking hands with Bishop Mathews 
and Bishop Castle, as representing you all, will you, shall we pledge 
our lives, our hearts, our energies, our efforts to the filling full of 
the measure of obligation that God places upon us. May God help 
us while these dear brethren, one after another, place their hands 


upon your unworthy servant and ask God’s blessing. 


Bishop Castle prayed as follows: 


O our Father, for the sake of your dear Son, Jesus Christ, we ask 
the anointing of the Holy Ghost on this, our brother, who, in the 
midst of the glory of his years, came into such a sacred place, led 
forward in, the steps, where one was led forward years ago, whose 
work is closed. O God, we pray that there may come a new vision 
for him of the work of the Church, and of the office of Bishop in 
the Church; may he be ever guarded and kept through the years, and 
be empowered through grace from on high, to the glory of thy name. 

Bishop Mathews delivered the following prayer: 

-O God, our gracious Father; O Christ, our personal Savior; O Holy 
Spirit, our comforter and our guide, may thy blessing in all of thy 
fullness fall down and rest upon this dear brother, my pastor, my 
brother, my friend in Jesus Christ. O God, anoint him with the 
power and the presence of the Holy Spirit as he enters into the 
threshold of this church work to which thou hast called him through 
the Church. Multiply his power, increase his joy, deepen his reli- 
gious life, enlarge his vision, and may his hands, his‘whole body, 
his great mind, his collosal character, count all for Christ and for 
the denomination and for the rapid development of the kingdom of 
God in this land, and in all the lands of this earth. We ask it not 
that we are worthy, but because of the infinite worthiness of Jesus 
Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us all and for the world. 
Amen. 

Tim Preswenr. Will the other Bishops elected who, for a good 
while have served the Church in this capacity, first Bishop Mathews, 
and then the others follow, with words that they wish to speak. 
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Bisuor Marurws. You know my character and my influence, 
and you know my personality. I cannot speak out of my heart 
this afternoon, but pray God’s blessing, and I beg your prayers in 
all your burdens and opportunities of the administrative and servy- 
iceable work of the Church. J 

Bisuor Wrekiry. I may have a few words to say before the Gen- 
eral Conference adjourns, and so | prefer to say nothing at this 
moment, = 

Bistrop Bett. My judgment prompts me not to speak, only to 
say that along with all men who have Christian conscience and have 
thought of the responsibilities under which men must always work, 
I am profoundly chastened ,and feel deeply humble in the continu- 
ation of this responsibility, and only covet your prayers and pray 
that God may enrich us all together that we may glorify Jesus 
Christ. I thank you. 

Docror Hotrrook, of Towa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, may 
I have the privilege of bringing forward Mrs. Kephart, wife of 
Bishop Kephart, who is present with us? 

Tue Presipentr. With great pleasure we will receive Sister Kep- 
hart. on the platform. 

Tue Presipenr. This is Mrs. Kephart; may God’s blessing rest 
upon her, may she be spared many years; [Handkerchief salutation 
by the Conference.] and now may we have the pleasure of Mrs. 
. Weekley and Mrs. Fout upon the platform 2 

Bisuop Marnews. I have a few words to add to this occasion. 
For a number of years we have been associated in the relation as 
members of the Board of Bishops, with Bishop Carter. I have 
known Bishop Carter for many years, and it was my pleasure to be 
in Knoxville, Tennessee, when we organized the southern work in 
its enlarged form and purpose, and we have also been associated 
with him for a number of years in the intimacy of a sweet fellowship 
and counsel. I have known nothing and have seen nothing but the 
beauty and eloquence and glory of the gallantry of the southern 
‘gentleman. | Applause. ] The amiability, the sweetness of spirit, the 
gratefulness with reference to the feelings of others in all this 
intimacy of association will always be remembered. It is a pleas- 
ure to speak personally of that which was commendable and 
glorious in the personal characte? and life of the individual with 
whom we are associated. Bishop Carter is a great speaker, a great 
lecturer, a great preacher, whose heart burns with the sweetest and 
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deepest love for our denomination. I speak for the Board of Bishops, 
who are associated with me. J know they endorse what I say, when 
I express our appreciation of the fellowship, of the ability, and of 
the sweet spirit of this dear brother who is our presiding officer 
this afternoon, and pray that God’s blessing may abide with him and 
help him in all the work to which God, in his providence may call 
him. [ Applause. ] : 

Voices. Bishop Carter. [Applause.] 

Bishop Carter (occupying the chair as presiding officer) responded 
as follows: 


Nearly 20 years ago there came a condition in the Central South 

for the enlargement of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 
~ Concerning that opportunity I wrote to that great executive of our 
denomination, Bishop E. B. Kephart, and told him of these great 
openings. He came down and spent several days with me in Ten- 
nessee and came back and reported some facts to the mission 
board... Later a convention was called in Knoxville, Tennessee, at 
which time I was appointed superintendent of that vast field, under 
the Mission Board. There were present at that great convention, 
Bishop Weaver and Bishop Kephart, and also Doctor Mathews, now 
Bishop Mathews, Dr. D. R. Miller, Mr. John Dodds, Dr. I. L. Kep- 
hart and perhaps others of the great officials of our Church. The 
whole field was reviewed and studied and considered, and I was 
appointed superintendent of the work. At that time we did not 
have a single church-house in the southern field south of the Vir- 
-ginias. I went forward in the work, going into the different States 
with great pleasure, explaining the polity of this denomination, 
writing up its history and doctrine and polity in the newspapers, 
and paving the way for the extension of this denomination. Out of 
that beginning, we have to-day six annual conferences, where only 
one had had any sort of representation previous to that. Four of 
these conferénces I have organized, where, previous to that time, 
there was not a member known to belong to the United Brethren 
Chureh. I have enjoyed the work. It has been a most trying field 
and has called for courage and faith and devotion and heroism on 
the part of the noble workers who have toiled with me. We now have 
more than one hundred thousand dollars worth of church property in 
that fair land. We have four churches at Knoxville. We have a 
splendid church and parsonage at Johnson City; we have two churches 
at Nashville. We extend all the way to Tampa, Florida, and to far- 
off Louisiana. One of our Bishops can get on the train at Detroit 
and ride every day and stop every night with United Brethren fam- 
ilies to the Gulf, and they can always stop on the way at my home 
in Chattanooga. [Applause. | 

I love these, my brethren, with whom I have been honored in the © 
fellowship of service, antl as long as these eyes can shed a tear and 
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so long as this heart can send a prayer to ender heaven, you may 
speed it on the lightnings that I will stand by you. [Applause.] 

TI have no regret to express that I have not been chosen to-day to 
continue this work. For twelve years I superintended the field, 
and was elected a regular Bishop at Topeka, Kansas, and then again 
at Canton, Ohio. My only regret is that I may have been misunder- 
stood sometimes, in the life that I have tried to live in the service 
of my Lord and Master. I pray God’s blessing upon this General 
Conference, upon all these brothers and sisters and upon the whole 
Church, and I ask you to remember me in prayer. I need your 
prayers especially. I have gone as lonely as a star in that field of 
opportunity. I have not been deterred by any opposition or diffi- 
culty in front, and the only pain that has really come to my heart 
is the pain that has sometimes come because I have feared that I 
have not labored with the fullest co-operation of some, whose assist- | 
ance and influence I would always love to enjoy. God bless you all. 

There are some matters pertaining to my own home life; to my 
wife and beautiful daughters to those with whom I have been inti- 
mately associated—there are, tender things on my heart to-day that 
I would not dare to attempt to speak of. God bless you all. I can 
say as Lord Byron said to Tom Moore, when he told him good-bye, 

“Tlere is a smile for those who love me, 
Here is a sigh for those who hate, 
And whatever skies above me, 
Here is a heart for any fate.” 


| Applause. | 

Bisnuop Beuy. If the chair please, and the General Conference, 
I have been so interested in the honor that was coming to the pulpit 
this afternoon that I have been oblivious and almost unconscious of 
my being related to it all, but the remarks of Bishop Carter have 
brought me to this prompting, and therefore I desire to be heard. 

I became acquainted with Bishop Carter when I was Missionary 
Secretary, and he was then in our home. He has been our guest, our 
children have learned to love him. He has been welcomed to our 
hospitality and I have enjoyed his, and I only want to say that from 
the standpoint of personal friendship in the counsel which we have 
had in the Board of Bishops, that we have dwelt together as brothers 
and we axe lovers still, and wherever God’s providence may lead him, 
I want my last word to be a testimony of appreciation of his unfail- 
ing friendship, his unflinching fidelity, and his high purpose in 
the exaltation and uplifting of the Christian life, and his heroic 
effort to exemplify that Christian life in his own personal career. 

Tue Presipentr. You will now continue the consideration of the 
Report on Publishing Interests. 
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Bisuop Marurws. If you will grant the opportunity to Doctor 
Davis, who, out of his heart, wishes to speak a word. 
Dr. Lyman Davis then came to the platform and spoke as follows: 


Mr. President: I was out of the room when the election took 
place, because I did not know whether it was proper even for a 
Methodist Protestant to be present when a Bishop was elected. 
[Applause.] I came, however, to the door just as you were con- 
eluding the election of two new Bishops. I want to say just this 
word as chairman of the commission of the Methodist Protestant 
Church, that in the East, and West, and North, and South, it was a 
supreme pleasure to me to carry the testimony from people of the 

_ marvelous spirit of mutuality and friendship and degree of beauti- 
ful loyalty shown by the Church of the United Brethren in Christ in 
all your deliberations. 

I say it to you at the General Conference, that if they had come 
from the upper room of Jerusalem through all those negotiations, 
they could:not have come with the spirit that would have delighted 
our people better than this great system of possible Christian union. 
And, therefore, I want just in this word, with joyful heart, to con- 
gratulate these, my brethren, who have received the suffrages of this 
-great body of Christian men and women for four more years of 
vitality and brilliant achievement that lays before them in this great 
work. And now, upon these others who have been chosen to be 
assigned with them, I extend my heartiest congratulations and my 
fraternal benediction throughout all this time, and now let me say 
just this closing word, I won’t take your time for anything more, 
as to Bishop Carter, spoken of last of all, just send him as Bishop 
at-large to the Methodist Protestants, so they will get used to Bish- 
ops. [ Applause. ] 

Tur Presipent. Will you now proceed to the Report on Publish- 
ing Interests ? 

Dr. J. S. Futton, of Allegheny Conference. I wish to offer the 
following amendment in the third item of the report before us, 
that it be amended by striking out the words following “Religious 
Telescope,” that this date be December 31, and every successive 
year. I am sure that the wisdom of it will appeal to the pastors 
who are present when they remember the holiday season to be one 
of the poorest times of the year to seek renewals to the Religious 
Telescope. 

Seconded and adopted. 

Dr. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. May I ask the com- 
mittee for information with respect to the appropriation that has 
been made during the last quadrennium to the Ministerial Benefit 
Fund? Was this overlooked or was it done intentionally ? 
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Mr. A. H. Lavensaum, of Sandusky Conference. I would an- 
swer that the Discipline remains unchanged. 

Mr. R. H. Bennert, of Neosho Conference. I wish to ask the com- 
mittee what the purpose is in the use of the words “Bible-school 
literature” in the sixth paragraph? I believe an action of this 
General Conference requires us to eall it the Sunday school and 
if that is not changed—I thought perhaps there was some special 
reason for that. 

Tue Presment. That is only an idolatrous desire to substitute 
the word “Bible” there for the word “Sunday.” It is out of harmony 
with our usage in the church and Sunday-school world with the 
fewest exceptions. 

Mr. A. H. Lavensaum. I would like to have that corrected, the 
words “Bible school” changed to “Sunday school,” and I so move. 

Seconded. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Doctor Funk. Now, Mr. Chairman, I think there ought to be an 
amendment to No. 9. Hleretofore the Bishops made the apportion- 
ment to the conferences, the board of trustees gave the estimate, 
and the Board of Bishops made the apportionment, and so, I would 
like to insert after “General Conference,” in the third line, these 
words, “and the Boatd of Bishops shall make an equitable appor- 
tionment.” 

Bisnor Kepenuarr. Mr. Chairman, permit me to call attention to 
the fact in the Discipline as it now stands, this entire matter in 
reference to the expenses of the General Conference comes under the 
head of the Government of the Church. I speak as chairman of 
that committee, and we took that matter up and had it in our report 
and we referred it over to the Commission on Finance—General 
Commission on Finance, so that, I think it should not come in here. 


Doctor Funk. I move to eliminate Items 9, 10, 11, and 12, from 
the report. 


Seconded and adopted. 

Docror Funk. Number 8 of this report ought to read, it seems 
to me, as the charter requires. The charter requires that the Gen- 
eral Conference shall elect a board of nine trustees to serve for four 
years until their successors are chosen; five of whom are to be cit- 
izens of the State of Ohio, and three of the five of the city of Day- 
ton and vicinity, three of the five, that is, according to the charter. 
It is not the way this reads, but I call attention to it because it may 
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be misleading when you come to the election of your Board of Trus- 
tees. I so move to amend it, Mr. Chairman, to so read, and it will 
read, “The General Conference shall elect a board of nine trustees to 
serve for four years until their successors are elected, five of whom 
shall be residents of Ohio, at least three of whom shall be residents 
of Dayton or vicinity.” 

The item, as amended, was then adopted. 

Rey. W. M. Jones, of North Kansas Conference. Mr, Chairman, 
in Item 3 it seems to me in striking out the date, December oi 
spoils the whole proposition. 

Docror Funk. It does. I wanted to call attention to it. 

Rey. W. M. Jones. We should, therefore, eliminate the whole item 
or put another date in. I move to strike out the entire article. 

Seconded and stricken out. 

Bisuop Kepuarr. This matter was before the Board of Trustees 
of the Printing Establishment at its last session; of which I was.a 
member, and was considered quite thoroughly, and on the recom- 
mendation of Doctor Phillippi, the Editor of the Telescope, it was 


gone over quite thoroughly, and while it is not stated here, it was 


the judgment of the Board of Trustees that this is a wise thing to 
do. It seems to me that before we strike it out we ought to give it 
a more thorough consideration than we have done. 

Dr. O. E. Wititams, of Erie Conference. I move an amendment 
that this date shall expire on September 1, instead of December 31, 
as it now reads. 

Tur Presipent. The item has been stricken out. 

Rey. W. M. Jones. I would be glad to accept that amendment. 

Rey. G. E. Berrou. I do not-accept the first of December, be- 
cause it is too near some of our conferences—put in the first-of 
March. ! : 

Rev. C. P. Horxins, of Michigan Conference. It seems to me that 
after a recommendation of this kind has passed through the com- 
mittee, after giving it consideration, and especially after consulting 
with the editor, this ought to be accepted with a good deal of con- 
sideration. The committee has thoroughly gone over it. Doctor 
Phillippi is here, and I think he ought to be heard from. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. I move to refer that article back to the com- 
mittee and let them report. , 

Seconded. 
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Docror FuxKknouser. We who are out getting subscriptions, would 
like to understand this. We would like to understand whether, under 
the system at the Publishing House, we can take subscriptions from 
the thirty-first of December. Our people are used to subscribing at 
the end of the year, and our conference ends in the fall. Judging 
by the habits in the past, the people do not take the Z'elescope—so 
many people are willing to let the subscriptions run out—and my 
experience is that, unless the preacher gets after them they will let 
them all go. I do not know how I would work this plan to get 
subscriptions to go by the calendar year. JI wish you would tell 
me how. 

Docror Funk. I think that you ought to hear Doctor Phillippi; 
it is his plan. 

Doctor Puiturprt, editor of the Religious Telescope. Mr. Chair- 
man. ‘This recommendation, as embodied in a few lines, is not the 
result of ten minutes’ thought; it has grown out of some dissatis- 
faction, if that is the right term, with the present system, a few 
points which ought to be stated. In the first place, at a change of 
pastor, it takes a new pastor a long time to find out whom the Tele- 
scope subscribers are, and I have got letters by the score from new 
pastors, wanting to know who their Telescope subscribers are, be- 
cause their predecessor did not leave any record. Again, about one 
subscription in twenty lapses through the year because either the 
subscriber or the pastor fails to note the time of expiration and it goes 

by default. Again, errors always will be made if these names 
are coming in and going out in every week of the year. This paper 
was prepared and read to the Publishing Agent, a paper of several 
pages. He endorsed it, it went to the Board of Trustees and the 
trustees endorsed it. A number of questions came .up as to the 
advisability of the expiration date. These are some of the advan- 
tages—if, after it takes a year or two to get the system inaugurated, 
if every man in the Church knows his subscription expires on a 
certain date, he will be looking for it; if every pastor knows his sub- 
scriptions.expire on a certain date he will be looking for them, and 
that will beget concerted action throughout the Church in getting 
these subscriptions. The Telescope situation has been studied. 
Some months larger numbers come in, some months smaller num- 
bers come in, and taking the high tide and low tide, and studying 
that with reference to the advantages of the end of the calendar 
year, it seemed best to all that December 31 should be named. 
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In order to get this subscription into operation it would take 
some short-term subscriptions. They could come in any time of 
the year. The first of July the Telescope can be offered at seventy- 
five cents. Two months later, for fifty cents. But, if this could 
be given a thorough trial, which has the endorsement of the Pub- 
lishing Agent and the board, I believe it would work out for great 
good in the subscription list. Another thing, there is contemplated ‘ 
along with this system, if it is adopted, that the names of all the 
Telescope subscribers be kept by churches, and with the name of the 
pastor on the charge, and now the present system seems to demand 
that they be kept by post-offices, so that any one looking over the 
subscription list now does not know to whom any Telescope name 
belongs. But, a rearrangement all along the line, every man and 
his work, will be told there, so that the last week in November or 
the first week in December, Doctor Funkhouser could receive from 
the House a statement of last year; he had seventy Telescope sub- 
seribers and the names:and addresses, and in that way he could do 
the very best for the Church, and we would say to Doctor Funk- 
houser, Couldn’t you’ raise that just five, and he would try. With 
this concerted action taking the place of the old club plan, the ef- 
ficiency of which was really destroyed eight years ago at Topeka, it 
seems to me this kind of system would work for good. 

Docror. Funxrouser. Now, I want to say for myself, that when 
I understand that the Publishing Agent desires to try the plan, I 
am. satisfied. 

Docror Funx. Mr. Chairman, if you will allow this explanation: 
Our difficulty has been to hold our old subscribers. Due to the 
fact that they mature, one now, and one another time, and on through- 
out the year. A number of other papers throughout the country 
have taken up this plan, I am told, and they are working it out to 
good effect, and so I would like to have it tried. It is not going to 
hurt anything, whoever should be Publishing Agent—I am sure 
it is not hurting anybody to try getting subscriptions this way, and 
he may find this not effective, so I think you are in no danger in 
’ making it a substitute for the old systems. That is the idea. 

Rey. D. W. Cunninauam, of West Virginia Conference. Did | 
not understand that while ago there was a vote taken to strike it out ? 

Tuer Presiwent. It was stricken out, so the secretaries say. 

Dooror FunKHouser. I was speaking on the motion to refer. 

Docror Funk. I think the item of date was stricken out. 
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Rey. D. W. Cunnineuam. I insist that the motion was to strike 
out this whole item. 

Seeretary Hall explained that Item Three was stricken out. 

Rey. J. HW. Parrerson. T move we adjourn. 

Seeonded. : 

Rey. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. I move to re- 
consider the action. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipent. The motion is to reconsider the action to strike 
out that item. 

Rey. J. H. Parrerson. I rise to a point of order. There is a mo- 
tion to adjourn. 

The motion to adjourn did not prevail. 

Rey. M. F. Dawson. I move to reconsider the action of striking 
out that item. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presiwent. This requires a two-thirds vote. Those who will 
reconsider will show the hand, those opposed like sign. It is re- 
considered; the item is before you. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. I was simply going to say after the action 
was taken—the motion was out of ordef—you cannot reconsider after 
the action is taken. 

Tue Presipenr. There were four sections taken out after that 
motion. It was, therefore, in order. It is before you for amend- 
ment. 

Dr. J. T. Ropertrs, of White River Conference. I move the 
adoption of this item. 

Seconded. 

Rey. M. R. Batiincer, of Sandusky Conference. I want to offer, 
as an amendment, that in line two, substitute for December 31, 
May 31. 

Seconded. 

Rev. M. R. Batiincer. Every minister, I think will agree with 
me in the fact that the month of December, at the holiday time, 
will be the very hardest time in all the year to secure subscriptions 
for the Religious Telescope. 

Question was called for. 

Rey. M. R. Batircer. After our revival periods are over and 
we have new members in church, we will want some new Telescope 
subscriptions. It will be one year before the close of the Publishing 
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House year, and it will give the Publishing House ample time to 
make out their records for the first of July, and I believe it will be 
much better than closing on the thirty-first of December. 

Rev. W. L. Cuitpress. Mr. Chairman, I move we defer this 

resolution until 11:15 to-night. . 
» Rey. R. A. Hrrr. Mr. Chairman, I feel quite sure that there is 
a misunderstanding in reference to the time you are to secure these 
subscriptions. I think it is not clear that you should wait until the 
thirty-first of December to get them in. I have found out in my 
work, if I wait until the very last to do things I will not get much 
done. You can plan this two or three months ahead and have the 
whole thing ready to send in at that time. 

Question was called for. 

Rey. R. A. Hivr. I believe that this is the best plan that has come 
to us with reference to the subscriptions to the T'elescope, and that 
is the reason I favor it. 

Mr. FE. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. I rise to ask. for infor- 
mation. In putting this into practice, who is to stand the cost of 
your twenty-five or thirty thousand subscribers from the time, that 
is, from now, for example, until next September or December? You 
cannot cut them off, you have got to extend, as a business basis. 

Turn Present. Can Doctor Funk explain? 

Docror Funk. I think the understanding is this, that the old 
subscriptions that are now in effect will run till they expire.. Now, 
if you would only have time to do what the committee has done, 
consider the eight-page paper before the committee with the full 
plan, and study it; (I wish it had been read here). As far as I am 
concerned, I think Doctor Phillippi has worked out the plan that 
will meet that, and I think the idea of the subscriptions—suppose 
the subscriptions run out July first this coming year, and then that 
subscription will be renewed until December 31. Does that answer 
the question, Mr. Shuey ? 

Mr. E. L. Suvury. I move to postpone the further consideration 
of this whole question until to-morrow morning, at the opening hour. 
There are other features. 

Seconded. 

Rev. H. Deat, of Minnesota Conference. I rise to a point of 
order. : 

Rey. 8S. S. Topp. There is a question before the house to be voted 





upon. 
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Tue Preswent. The question to postpone is in order. 

It was not postponed. 

Docror Funk. The amendment is May 31, instead of December 31. 

Rey. C. E. Wititams, of Erie Conference. I would just like to 
state that May 31 is not the proper time for the renewal of sub- 
scriptions. I would, therefore, like to make an amendment to the 
amendment to read, December 1, if I can get a second to the motion. 

Tur Presment. That was voted out. : 

Dr. J. S. Furron, of Allegheny Conference. I want to ask a ques- 
tion for infoymation. Did not this body eliminate the date of 
December 31? 

Docror Funk. They reconsidered it. 

Docror Furiron. Then the item was stricken out. Now, I want 
to know what the item is we are considering ? 

Dr. W. H. Wasnincrer. Mr. Chairman, It has been stated here 
that the Publishing Agent, or some one, had a great deal of trouble 
to get their subscriptions. The pastors all say, Amen to that; they 
have the same trouble, and I will submit to you that the date of 
when subscriptions are secured won’t settle it. If you can improve 
the paper in any way, that would settle it. IJ want to say, for J am 
not reflecting upon anybody, I am merely representing my constitu- 
ency, that if it is not possible to do that, I do not believe your date 
would help that very much, whether December 31 or some other date. . 
These pastors all have the same trouble that you have spoken of, and 
it comes up in our ministerial meetings and at our annual confer- 
ences. 

THe Presipent. If the chair may express an opinion, which he 
does not usually do, he would say that the least possible confusion 
in the time for the ending of subscriptions is the end of the eal- 
endar year, but you have a motion to make it May 31. Those who 
will adopt the amendment will show the hand, those opposed will 
show the hand. 

The amendment is not adopted. 

Tue Presipent. Those who will adopt the item making December 
31 the date, will show the hand, those opposed like sign. It is 
adopted. 

Rey. H. Dear, of Minnesota Conference. I move we do now ad- 
journ. 

Seconded. 


The motion to adjourn was then adopted, with benediction by 
Bishop Mathews. 
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SEVENTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Tuurspay, May 15, 1913. 

Conference convened at the usual hour with Bishop Mathews pre- 
siding. Rev. Hamilton Deal, of the Minnesota Conference, conducted 
the devotional services by reading from the third chapter of Phil- 
ippians, and leading in prayer. 

Rev. Ray Upson led in singing, “Oh, Worship the King.” 

Dr. J. H. Patterson, of East Ohio Conference, delivered the morn- 
ing address on the subject, “Problems of the Ministry.” 

Tue Present. Let us sing, “We praise thee, O God.” Confer- 
ence then joined in singing, “Revive Us Again.” 

Tne Presippnr. I am almost sorry Doctor Patterson was not 
elected in my place as a Bishop, for he strikes the key-note. Let us 
have some short prayers. 

Brother W. E. Snyder, of Indiana Conference, then led in prayer 
followed by Dr. C. W. Kurtz, superintendent of the Miami Confer- 
ence, Mr. E.’ L. Shuey, of the Miami Conference, Dr. R. J. White, 
of Erie Conference, Prof. H. M. Ambrose, of North Kansas Confer- 
ence, Dr. E. W. Curtis, of Iowa State Conference, and Rev. M. R. 


Ballinger, of Sandusky Conference, followed with short prayers, 


after which Conference joined in singing, “Come, Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing.” 

Bisnuop Maruews. You honored yourselves yesterday by honoring 
certain persons who have been brought into our session, and it is 
my pleasure this morning to extend not only the responsibility but 
the courtesy to my pastor and my Bishop, for I belong to that church 
of which he is now pastor. Bishop Kephart will now preside. [Ap- 
plause. ] 

Tur Presipent. The secretary will read the record of yesterday’s 
sessions. 

Secretary Siddall then read the record at Wednesday’s sessions, 
and after slight corrections, on motion of Dr. C. W. Kurtz, the min- 
utes were approved. 

Seconded. 

Tur Presipent. Have you any miscellaneous business? 

Dr. J. S. Futon, of Allegheny Conference. I would like to offer 
this motion: 


Resolved, That from this time the business See Ons shall begin at 
8:15 a. m., and that all persons scheduled to deliver addresses be 
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instructed to write them out, but not deliver them, and furnish the 
written copy to the secretary for publication in the minutes. 
(Signed) J. S. Fuvron. 


This was seconded and carried. 

Dr. J. S. Futron. I desire to offer this further motion: 

Resolved, That the hour of adjournment for the afternoon sessions 
be five o’clock p. m., and that an evening session from 6: 30 to 8: 00 
p.m. be held. 

Seconded. 

Dr. A. P. Funkuousrr. Mr. Chairman, I do not feel like opposing 
anything of the kind. 

Tue Presipent. It has no second. 

Dr. Grorck Minter, of Iowa State Conference. I second the 
motion. 

Docror Funknouser. We have got plenty of time, brethren, to 
do the Lord’s business without crowding ourselves and without work- 
ing ourselves out. The program is made; there are great things pro- 
vided for us at night in the lecture course, besides we want some 
rest; we certainly do not want to have night sessions. 

Mr. A. H. Laucusaum, of Sandusky Conference. There is a motion 
before the house. : 

Tue Presipent. Confine your debates to the motion now before 
us. 
Mr. E. L. Stury, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, I do not 
want to take time to discuss this. Of course, we have years ahead 
of us, we hope, most of us, at least, who are here. There are a lot 
of delegates who want to stay until the close, and take their part. in 
the work of this Church, and more than half of our time has already 
passed. We are losing time. There are men here who are on com- 
mittees and work from eighteen to twenty hours a day; we have not 
put in more than five or six hours a day at most of real hard work 
in the regular sessions of this Conference since we have been here. 
It seems to me that it is time for us to quit talking and begin to 
do business in this session. [Applause.] 

The motion was also seconded by Professor Ambrose, of North 
Kansas Conference. 

Doctor FunkHouser. Mr. Chairman, I have no objection to start- 
ing early, but I move to strike out the evening session, from 6: 30 
p-m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Seconded. 

412 








UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Dr. J. W. Linry, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, we 
certainly want to give these subjects proper consideration, and, as 
has been indicated by Brother Shuey, we have spent time on minor 
matters, and some of us feel unnecessarily, and I am in favor of the 
motion offered, and am. opposed to the amendment. ; 

Pror. H. M. Amprosr. Mr. Chairman, I am in favor of the mo- 
tion on general principles, but there is often a very important meet- 
ing arranged for the night, especially to-night, when the colleges 
and seminaries have arrangements that cannot be recalled. Many 
of the delegates will be under the necessity of absenting themselves 
to-night, if this motion carries. 

Tur Presipent. Are you speaking to the amendment of Doctor 
Funkhouser, or to the original motion ? 

Proressor Amprose. I don’t understand the amendment. 

Tue Presipenr. It is to strike out reference to the evening 
session. 

Dr. J. S. Furron. Mr. Chairman, my judgment is that we ought 
to vote this just as it is. We are sent here to do the business of this 
General Conference; moreover, if we are going to meet every man’s 
convenience, we will discover that somebody will have to be disap- 
pointed. 

The amendment was lost. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu. I move to strike out the entire motion. 

Seconded. 

Tur Preswent. All in favor of striking out the entire motion 
will indicate by the uplifted hand; opposed by like sign. 

The resolution is stricken out. 

Mr. A. H. Laueusaum. I move you that the time of the Memo- 
rial service be changed from Friday 4:00 p.m., to Sunday 4:00 p.m. 

Seconded and carried. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake, of Oregon Conference. Mr. President, I 
have the following memorial, or petition, from the Committee on 
Nominations. May I read it? 

Tue Presipent. Yes, sir. 

Dr. P. O. Bonebrake read as follows: 

Resolved, That; the General Conference is hereby petitioned to 
pass an order to elect at least one minister and one layman on the 
Finance Commission from each of the Bishops’ districts in the 
United States. 

By order of the Committee on Nominations. 


P. O. Bonesrake, Secretary. 
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Seconded. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. I would like to move, Mr. Chairman, that 
the rules be suspended and this be passed upon now. 

Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. It seems to me 
that each conference ought to have a representative on that com- 
mission. Supposing a man should be elected on this commission 
from the Erie Conference, what would that man know about the 
finance of West Virginia Conference, West Virginia being in the 
East District? Therefore, I move to amend that there be a repre- 
sentative on this commission from each annual conference, 

Seconded. 

Mr. FE. L. Suury. The motion is out of order. The Conference 
has already determined this whole question. 

Docror FunKHouser. The Committee on Finance has already been 
constituted and the number of members fixed. : 

Tue Preswent. Your point of order is well taken; the amend- 
ment is out of order. 

Rev. A. H. Reese, of West Virginia Conference. I move you that 
we reconsider. 

Tur Preswent. It was not passed upon yesterday; it was passed 
upon, I believe, two days ago. 

Secretary Kepret. Do I understand that this amendment is de- 
clared out of order, or the motion to change the representation? One 
was to designate the manner in which the five ministers and lay- 
men are to be selected, while the other was a motion to increase the 
representation. No, the General Conference fixed the representa- 
tion, but said nothing about the districts from which it might come, 
and this is a motion that each district shall have at least one. There 
are ten to be elected and each district to have at least one. 

Rey. G. E. Berton. The intention of that is that one minister 
and one layman shall be from each district. That provides for five 
and that makes one minister and one layman from each Bishop’s 
district. . : Z 

Tue Present. The original provision, as passed, I believe, 
simply fixes the number and this arrangement determines that 
this number of men shall be distributed according to the districts. 
It was the amendment that was out of order and not the original 
motion. The original motion stands. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrakre. Was there a motion to adopt this? 


414 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Tue Presipent. Yes, sir, .and that motion stands. Are you ready 
for the question ? : 

Question is called for. 

The motion was then adopted. - 

Mr. A. H. Laveupaum, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I have a resolution to offer. 


Resolved, That, owing to the damage by the flood to the Publishing 
House, we ask that an urgent appeal be made through the Telescope 
for contributions from the entire: Church membership for help. 

pie (Signed) 
A. H. Lauaupaum. 
R. A. Hrrr: 


THe Presipent. This resolution is before you, properly signed. 
What is your pleasure? 

Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. Mr. Chairman, I think that 
our people are very much interested in the Publishing House and 
sympathize with the institution in its present distress. I also think 
that our people will respond to it, but the very thing we have been 
aiming at was to prevent these special appeals. I think that we 
ought to hear from our Publishing Agent as to the necessity of this 
appeal. If it is really necessary, | am in favor of it, and will gladly 
help all that I can personally, and will try and influence others to 
do so, but I think we ought to hear from the Agent. We may have 
oceasion to appeal to the people for some other interest—the Shaker 
farm and all these other interests that are liable to come up—to 
ask for our aid and help. We just passed this report of the Stew- 
ardship Commission, which aims to simplify our matters of appeals 
and prevent our people from being appealed to other than the budget 
system. J would like to hear from Doctor Funk. 

Rev. W. M. Jonus, of North Kansas Conference. Did not this 
body act the other day, and, according to that action, this matter 
must come before the commission. All appeals must go before this 
commission before they shall be allowed to be made. 

Mr. A. H. Laveupaum. I do not understand that this is to be 
taken up by the pastors in their churches and make an appeal, but 
that an urgent appeal be made in the Telescope, and all that have 
it in their heart to contribute to this-cause can do it voluntarily. It 
will not interfere with your assessments; this does not belong to 
your budget accounts, and has nothing at all to do with that, and 
if you in your heart do not see fit to contribute a dollar towards this 
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distress from the flood to help put the Publishing House on its feet 
again, you are not under any obligation to do it. It is a voluntary 
matter, but, in order to bring it before the Church properly, I 
would like to have the sanction of this General Conference that 
we approve of such an appeal being made through the Telescope for 
contributions, these to be voluntary contributions. The budget as- 
sessment has nothing whatever to do with the pastoral appeals, but 
those who have it in their heart to give, their attention being called 
to it, can forward their contribution. 

Mr. Joun F. Ruprsitx, of Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, all general benevolent enterprises that look to the Church for 
support are to come to this Commission on Finance for its endorse- 
ment before making an appeal for money. _ It seems to me that 
all items of relative importance ought to be presented to this Com- 
mission on Finance, and they will decide as to whether this is more 
important than another interest. As I understand it, we cannot use 
the columns of the TJelescope to solicit funds for any enterprise 
without the consent of this Committee on Finance. If we are going 
to use our Church paper: for soliciting funds of any kind, of any 
nature, without the approval of this Committee on Finance, then 
we will have chaos again because the ability of people to pay is 
limited. If we are going to have appeals of all kinds without the 
approval of this commission, then this commission is of no value 
whatever. It seems to me that this matter here would come properly 
and ought to be presented to the Committee on Finance, and not 
before the General Conference. : 

Rey. R. A. Hirr, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I would like to 
know when this act of General Conference is going into effect ? 

Tur Presipent. This is a motion and the time has not been 
fixed, and the motion has not been adopted. 

Bisuop Marnuews. May I speak in regard to this? It is of tre- 
mendous importance and immediate importance. Anybody that goes 
to Dayton and goes through the Publishing House property and 
sees the, awful results of the devastating flood, it would appeal to 
them. Some appeal might be made; this great common property of 
ours, brethren, has been wonderfully injured and there is a great 
burden upon it. It is an immediate necessity, and this is a direct 
proposition to get the moral as well as the financial support of this 
Church to get behind it. We can hardly get at it through this 
General Conference except through the publication in the Telescope. 


416 


eth 5 





ve 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Brethren, may I speak somewhat enthusiastically in favor of imme- 


diate action, getting behind the Board of Trustees with reference 


to this wonderful distress from the flood that has affected our Pub- 
lishing House seriously? I do not think there ought to be any 
doubt about the technicality, but at once pass the resolution. 

Mr. E..L. Suvey, of Miami Conference. Mr. President, I hesitate 
very much to differ with a Bishop and with the Publishing Agent 
and these trustees on this question. I am from Dayton, and have 
lost, perhaps, as much as some of the rest in the flood. I think I 


know something of the conditions, and I sympathize with the offi- 
cers of the Publishing House in the situation in which they find } 


themselves, but I submit that there is a vital difference between 
the loss of the Publishing House and its situation, and the other 
institutions of this Church which have lost just as heavily. There 


is another side to this. Jor years you men have been coming to - 


Dayton and calling upon Dayton for all kinds of help for enter- 
prises and churches all over this great denomination, but when some 
of your churches of Dayton are almost ruined, and when two-thirds 
of the members, three-fourths, and four-fifths of the members of 
some of these churches are absolutely ruined, you sit by and do 
absolutely nothing to help them. Now, I don’t want that to be taken 
half as ugly as it sounds. I recognize that, but I feel it. You are 
saying here by this resolution, “Let’s help the Publishing House,” 
while this institution has means to help itself. If you have any money 
to send (and I am not pleading for the church of which I am a mem- 
ber; we will take care of ourselves), pour it into these churches that 
are so vitally important to all of us, and help those who may need. 
More than that, the Publishing Agent and trustees, on the other 
hand, know how much its assets are above its liabilities. Now, I 
suggest, that if that be true, that we for a few years quit talking 
about more buildings and more machinery and greater enlargement, 
and do as the rest of us business men in Dayton are going to have 
to do—make our old things do until we pay our debts. [Applause.] 
If I may be permitted to say it, the business with which I happen 
to be connected, has lost more money than the Publishing House, 
considerably more money; we simply said, “We won’t build this year,” 
as we expected; we said, “We will make everything count every 
minute and we will do everything we can to find new business and 
make up that loss.” 
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Now, I would a good deal rather do ail I can to add to the vol- 
ume of work which our house pays to the Publishing House every 
year, and we pay quite a little for the business it does for us; and 
I would rather help to have everybody else give their business into 
the Publishing House and help make up that loss. I think that the 
Agent and the trustees should try to pull that loss down to the very 
closest margin when they have to make it up. What I mean is, 
without talking larger improvements, let us not undertake to make _ 
larger improvements. There was once a time, and only once in the 
history of the Publishing House, and I ean remember most of its 
history, when it did need just such help as this, and that was the 
day when its assets were $60,000 and its debts were $50,000. I re-- 
member when an appeal was made to this Church for capital to. run 
it, although that was in my boyhood days. That was a need peeaae 
it had never had any capital given to it; but to-day, as strong as it 
is and as great as it is, it can lead the way out. We will stand by 
it while it makes this effort, and take these gifts of the Church and 
pay them on these churches that need every dollar of “help that 
can be given to keep them while they are doing the work of the 
Church that they ought to do in that great business center and tne 
home of so many of our institutions.[ Applause. | 

‘Rev. A. R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Conference. I think we are 
ready to play the part of the Good Samaritan, and I came here 
anticipating the wants and need of the Publishing House and also 
several churches in Dayton, having received notice from somebody 
in Dayton concerning the suffering churches. Before I left my 
home I asked my congregation to give me an offering for the Pub- 
lishing House and these suffering churches. After making this I 
found there were two interests here, the Publishing House and the 
suffering churches. I have taken this collection in the interest of 
our suffering churches and for our damaged Publishing House. I 
am ready to pay it over, having a check in my pocket to-day. I have 
thought, since I came here, what we want to do is to come to the 
aid; let. us not stand on a technicality, let us have a chance to pay 
over our money or whatever we have to give to the Suffering and 
needy, and not stand for technicalities until they have to go in debt 
or borrow money. God help us to respond, and respond quickly. 

Dr. W. H. Wasutycer, of Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, let me just say a word. That is the difficulty that confronts 
us. Presiding Elder Kurtz sent a letter through the presiding elders 
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on behalf of the churches that have suffered in Dayton, and then - 
an appeal came through the Telescope for the Publishing House. 
I suggested to some one, when they asked me which one to support, 
that a better plan would be for a committee to be named at head- 
quarters and offerings be taken and that the committee at head- 
quarters apportion the money as it comes in as they think wise; so 
much for the Publishing House and so much for the destitute 

_ churches. I said to the secretaries, I would be glad to present it to 
the quarterly conferences, speak to the pastors, but at once they 
raised the question of whether sending to the Publishing House or 
the churches, which ever one he had described in his circular. Now, 
what I think this General Conference should do is to arrange for 
something like that, and let a committee such as the Chureh Erec- 
tion Board, or a committee named, apportion this money in harmony 
with the needs; perhaps it would best go to the Commission on 
Finance or the Finance Committee. J would like to refer it to them 
and let them do it, and it will avoid this trouble. A brother near 
me says in West Virginia the flood has damaged the churches and 
they will have to make an appeal for their churches there, and what 
is true, perhaps, in West Virginia, will be true in other places, for 
aught I know, but I do know this, if you are going to have these 
two appeals, they will both suffer. Now, why not have the one 
appeal and a committee, and then apportion this money as they be- 
lieve it ought to be before God and before man and then we will 
help you, and we will not help you very much until you do it.’ I 
move that this be referred to the Finance Commission, and they 
bring in something tangible. 

Docror FuxK. Will the Conference hear me on this subject? 

‘Voices. Hear, hear. ; 

Docror Funx. I agree with every word Mr. Shuey says, except 
possibly the little innuendo. I am a very frank man and deal with 
things frankly and squarely. JI have stated the facts as to the 
United Brethren Publishing House absolutely. 

Me. E. L. Suurny. If there are any suggestions of that kind I 
will take them all ‘back. 

Docror Funk. I think the records will show where it is, Mr. 
Shuey, and I understand what they are very well, I think. I will 
state very frankly that the institution can take care of itself, and 
it will, This debt has been magnified so much that I wonder just 
where we are and what you want. If the city of Dayton will come 
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back to where it was at the time of the flood, you can reduce the 
debt on that institution inside of ninety days $250,000 and not in- 
jure the factory part of your institution. That is due to the fact, 
as I said yesterday, that we have bought property that we intended 
to use outside of the present factory in connection with the enlarge- 
ment, and it came to my ears this morning that there was floating 
around here in this General Conference an undercurrent, “Oh, yes, he 
is a good enthusiast, he is all right, but’ he piles up debt, and won’t 
it crush somebody?’ Well, I suppose if it crushes anybody I will 
be the man crushed, and I have gone into it with my eyes open. I 
want to say here to-day what I said at Topeka when the speech was 
made against the fourteen-story building, I will pledge my life as ~- 
against the proposition. Will these men who raised these questions 
do the same for this Church? Will they do it? I ask you this 
question in all candor. I come to the point as to whether there 
ought to be an appeal in behalf of the House. I simply opened the 
door for any one who wanted to help; that is my position. I have. 
never asked the’ board.. A general officer came and said there was 
to be an appeal in the paper; they recommended it. That has been 
my position and that is my position now; but here is the point, my 
brethren: yesterday the question was raised whether the Publishing 
House would keep on paying its subsidies to this Church. You 
never thought of relieving it of any burden because of the burden 
that has come upon it. Mr. Shuey says the management will re- 
duce the loss. I want to say that the loss that has so far been re- 
ported cannot be reduced one penny by any human being, but will 
be increased beyond what it is.. That is what I say as to the re- 
duction of the loss. Now, again let me say that if you will relieve 
the Publishing House for the time from the subsidies that are upon 
it, at least not pile them up, it will take care of itself and you do 
not need to give it one dollar; but you ask it to make money. That 
is the one thing you demand of it, and then somebody will get up 
and sentimentally say it is not a money-making institution, and 
‘there you have it, the money-making side and the other, right 
up together. 

Dr. I. A. Horsroox, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. President, 
we have just authorized the election of a finance committee of ten 
men representing the entire Church, which will have to do with 
all these financial relations. It seems to me we are making haste 
here slowly, and I should like to move that we commit this matter 
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and other matters of the arrangement to these ten men, and then 
let the appeal be sent out in such a way that we will all respond 
‘as we ought to respond to help these churches, and I should like also 
to help the Publishing House debt. 

Doctor Funk. I second the motion. i 

Secretary Keppen. Mr. President, I certainly hope that this 
Conference will stop a little while and think about the actual con- 
ditions, and our poor, weak, human nature. When the trembling 
wires told the world of the disaster at Dayton, there was not a 
sympathetic heart anywhere that was not stirred, and, in my own 
church at home this was said, “In a little while there will come 
an appeal to the Church of the United Brethren in Christ for aid.” 
I know that in my church and in the other churches in California 
where we have been privileged to go, there is a deep interest and a 
sincere desire to assist in this matter; but I want to tell you that 
the memory of disaster fades out of the human hearts pretty quick, 
and the desire to help fades out of the human desire also. Now, 
if those of us who are here to-day and are reminded of it, and have 
not already helped, have this matter postponed for three months, 
the ehances are we will not help. I want to tell you, brethren of 
this Conference, there are thousands of dollars of money in the pos- 
session of United Brethren all over this denomination ready to go 
to the aid of churches in Dayton and to the Publishing House if you 
strike for it now; but if you wait three months you will never get 
it and the Church will never get it. That money is in addition to 
anything else that these people are going to pay to the Church, 
and has no relation to the budget collections. JI hope we will quit 
debating, and vote down all motions to postpone and refer, and 
authorize this appeal to be made at once to all the churches. Al- 
ready more than $3,000 has come to the Publishing House from the 
people interested. J have no doubt there are other thousands of dol- 
lars. JI know churches of California, without any appeal, have sent 
considerable sums of money to Dayton, and others are simply waiting 
for the’ word, and I believe what is true of our State is true all 
over the nation. Give us a chance. 

Dr. C. W. Kurrz, of Miami Conference. Mr. President, I think 
it is proper that I should explain about these appeals that have 
already been made as to the Dayton churches and the Publishing 
House. When the matter first came up the question was as to who 
should make this appeal, it was brought up by Doctor Gabel in a 
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meeting of the general officers, whether the appeal should be made,, 
and how the appeal should ke made. In the suggestions that were 
made, it was thought the appeal should be made through the gen- 
eral church board, and, of course, having been made in that way, 
then all the churches throughout the flooded districts would have 
had a part in the funds which would have been collected. Later it 
was not considered wise to do that, and, as Presiding Elder of the 
Miami Conference, and realizing the need of the Dayton churches. 
I felt, and we all felt, that something should be done for the Dayton 
churches, and I therefore consulted Doctor Funk. 

Docror Funk. Wasn’t I willing to do it? ; 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz. And you agreed. The Publishing House Board 
decided to make an appeal, and after I presented our side to Doctor 
Funk, he agreed that they should make their appeal for the Publish- 
ing House direct, and that as a conference board, we make an appeal 
from the standpoint of our own conference for the Dayton churches. 
It was recommended that any other churches in any other confer- 
ences that suffered have the same right to make the same appeal 
that we made, and so that appeal by these churches was put into 
the Telescope, and in our appeal we stated that all funds that would 
ke collected should be reported to Brother L. O. Miller, and would 
be distributed according to the best judgment of our own confer- 
ence board; so these two appeals have been before the denomination 
thus far and stand at the present time. As I understand this resolu- 
tion, it is to approve of the appeal the Publishing House has already 
made. : 

Tue Presipent. The motion now is to refer the whole matter to 
the Finance Commission. 

Rey. A. H. Reese, of West Virginia Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I haven’t anything against them getting help in Dayton, and the 
Publishing House, but then there are churches that have been in- 
jured outside of Dayton in many places. In Huntington, West 
Virginia, we lost several hundred dollars, and our’ old church was 
injured and the new one we are building. It was six feet in my 
own home and in most of the homes of the church. I am in favor 
of this going before the commission. There will be help needed at 
other places. We were offered relief from the relief funds at THunt- 
ington, but we said, “No, we will try and take care of ourselves.” I 
think the Church is the same all over this country, and there should 
not be any selfishness from any place. I think if we have a com- 
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mission, let them look after these things, and I am in favor of this 
going before the commission. 

The question was put and the chair was unable to decide the 
result. 

SeorETARY Kerppen. A division is called for. 

Tue Presipenr. Those favoring will rise. That is sufficient. 
Those opposed will rise. The motion is carried and it is referred to 
the Commission on:Finance. The question now is on the original 
motion; that the question of making an appeal in -behalf of the 
Publishing House be referred to the General Commission on Finance. 

The motion was carried. 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of Kast Nebraska Conference. I desire to offer 
the following: 


Resolved, That the formal gréetings brought from the Otterbein 
Church in Baltimore, Maryland, through Rev. H. J. Fisher, be 
spread upon the minutes. 

(Signed) 
W. O. Jonss. 
L. L. Ernry. 


GREETING. 
To the Bishops, Delegates, and Friends of the Twenty-siath Quad- 
renmial General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ: 
Grace, merey, and peace from God, the Father, and Christ Jesus, 
our Lord, be with you! 
‘May the Holy Spirit rest upon you, and guide you in all your 
deliberations during this session. Amen. 
Greeting from the Mother-Churech, Baltimore, Maryland. 


The motion was carried. 

Docror Grorcre Mituer, of lowa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I have a matter here relative to the subject of revision, defining 
the duties of the official boards, that I wish to refer to the Committee 
on Revision. 

Tue. Presipent. It is referred. 

Rey. G. FE. McDonatp, of Oregon Conference. The Report oun 
Church Erection is ready for referring to the printer. 

~On motion it was duly referred. 

Docror Funkuouser. The Committee on Grder of . Business 
report that the Report on Chureh Union shall be made the special 
order for to-morrow at 2:30 o’clock. 

Seconded and adopted. 

\ 
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Dr. C. M. Brooke, of Oklahoma Conference. Mr. Chairman, the 
Report of the Committee on Education is ready to be acted upon. 
I move we now consider it. 

Tue Presipent. We have an order, unless i provided, for 
the election of Publishing House Agent. 

THe Preswent. Take your ballot, please for Publishing House 
Agent. : 

Mr. Eucenr “SCHAEFER, of Ohio German Conference. I have a 
memorial from the Otterbein Church of Baltimore, which will be 
referred to the Committee on Memoirs. 

Mr. J. W. Martin, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I move you that our afternoon sessions begin at 1:30 instead of 2: 00 
o’clock. 

Seconded. 

The motion was lost. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu. The Committee on Formulas is ready to sub- 
mit their report to the printer. We have a recommendation for 
annual conference blanks, and also quarterly conference blanks. In 
our recommendations we recommend that these be submitted to the- 
Publishing Agent and five presiding elders chosen by the Church. 

‘Doctor Funk. I suggest in place of the Publishing Agent, the 
Board of Bishops. : 

Rev. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. JI move that only the 
formulas be printed; the blanks can be printed when approved for 
general distribution. 

Seeonded and adopted. 

Tue Present. Have you all voted for Publishing Agent? The 
tellers will retire and count the ballots and bring in the result. 

Dr. P. O. Boneprake. I have a resolution which I desire to report 
from the Committee on Nominations, which I would like to present. 

Resolved, That as far as possible, the general boards be divided 
equally between ministers and 'taymen; that those in each class 
receiving the highest number ot votes be chosen; that the nomi- 


nating committees be instructed to report numbers and designations 
accordingly. 


Dr. P. O. Boneprake. The committee believe the reeommenda- 
tions are legal and probably beneficial, but, in view of the custom of 
the Church, they do not think it feasible without further action of 
the Conference. 
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Tue Presipent. Does the committee recommend that the Confer- 
ence act upon it? 

Docror Bonrprake. We have no recommendation. 

Tur Presipent. You have heard this report of the committee 
relative to the election of boards. What is your pleasure ? 

Mr. A. TT. Laucusaum. I move that the report be received and 
adopted. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presment. But the adoption of a report without a recom- 
mendation does not carry very much with Jit. 

Proressor Amprose. What does it amount to when you have it? 

Tue Present. The Conference cannot act intelligently without 
some reference to the committee. 

Doctor Bonrsrake. And it is not feasible. 

Docror FunxHouser. Put one thing more in that report, “With- 
out further action of the Conference that the board has not the 
power to do this unless we are instructed by the Conference.” If it 
is the idea of our brethren that these boards should, part of them, 
be put in for four years, part for eight years, and part for twelve 
years, or any time, so as to have a continuous board, then the Con- 
ference should say so. If we are to nominate for all these boards 
an equal number of ministers and laymen, Conference should so 
direct us. 

Tur Presipent. Will the Conference give such direction ? 

Mr. E. L. Suvry. Mr. Chairman, I am one of the members sign- 
ing that recommendation. I would like to say this, that it would 
have been fair, if this is the attitude of the committee, that they 
want the action of the Conference, it would have been fair to give 
that action earlier so we could have had full consideration on it. 
It is practical because it is done in other bodies and in larger 
churches than ours. It is feasible if so. 

Tur Presipent. Mr. Shuey, the only thing is, it is not feasible 
without the action of the Conference, and will you have the action 
of the Conference, is the question? | 

Mr. E. L. Suury. They don’t give us a chance unless a motion 
is in order. 

Tur ~Presipenr. A motion is before us for the adoption and 
approval of this report. 

Docror Funkuouser. Referring to the remarks from our brother 
from Ohio, it is my personal belief that such action is very desirable 
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for all the boards that have large monetary interests in particular, 
but if we are not authorized to do it— 

Mr. E. L. Saury. Mr. Chairman, that resolution was offered in 
the hope that there would be early action of this General Conference 
on that very question, in order that when the Committee on Nomi- 
nations came to make its suggestions, it would have a guide before 
it. This Conference, without hesitation, referred it to the Commit- 
tee on Nominations. When we voted for it we thought it would 
have immediate consideration and be referred back to us for 
action. It has not been done; they have followed their own wisdom. 
I have no criticism there but I would like for us to express ourselves 
one way or the other on these two independent things. They are 
not connected. The first one is practical; it is feasible, and it is 
desirable now, and it would take about three minutes to adopt it 
if the matter was looked at properly. The second one has a question 
in it which ought to have careful consideration as to ‘our right to 
choose officers for eight years or a longer time. This is done in 
other organizations similar to ours, other denominations similar in 
character to ours, so I have no doubt, other things being equal, it can 
be done, but how are we to do it? Is it in order to make a motion? 

Tue Prestipent. You can move to amend this report. 

Mr. E. L. Suvury. I move to amend this report, by instructing 
the Committee on Nominations to present two lists of names-of lay- 
men and ministers for each of the general boards of the Church, so 
that we may vote for ministers and laymen separately; a full num- 
ber, as far as possible, for each—if that is in order, I move that 
amendment. 

Doctor Funk. I would just like to second the motion, if Mr. 
Shuey will change it just a little. For instance, if you take the 
Publishing House Board of nine members, it is provided for under 
the charter. 

Mr. E. L. Suuny. I said, as far‘as possible. 

Doctor Funk. Is that in your motion? 

Mr. E. L. Suury. Yes. 

Doctor Funk. I will gladly second the motion; it is only right 
and proper, and it is the thing to do, and I question sometimes 
whether our charters ought not be so amended, if we ean do it 
without destroying the original privilege in the charter. Mr. 
Shuey’s father stood for twenty years against a change of charter 
in the Publishing House because, as he said, and you ean sce his 
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record on that, and I agree with it after sixteen years, that it is 
the most liberal charter that we can get for the institution, and 
henee we have got to be careful along the line of charters as well, 
‘so that we do not destroy a privilege. that we could not obtain 
to-day. 3 
Dr. P. O. Boneprake. The part that is not feasible is this: A 
. number of boards*have an odd number on them, nine; I don’t know 
: how you are going to divide it equally. It is not feasible in the’ 
present form. The Seminary Board has nine, the Board of Educa- 
tion nine, trustees of the Publishing House has nine, Chureh 
Erection has nine, the Board of Control has nie. Uow are you 
going to divide it? 

Docror FunKkuouser. Mr. Chairman, I want to speak a word in 
regard to the motion, but immediately in defense of this committee 
action. The rules that every committee shall consider every paper 
sent to it, provide that this Conference shall not refuse to consider 
the rules, as we provided that a committee should originate no busi- 
ness. That you struck out. I think if you will consider it very 
earefully you will restore it. This committee was acting under 
that. We had this paper, which is the only committee that I know 
of that has reported back a specific resolution to this Conference. 
We bring it back before any nominations are made. Your instruc- 
tions are in order now.’ This will be carried out without any action 
by this Conference if the names desired to go on these committees 
are to correspond with this idea—these boards to correspond with 
this idea are handed to this Committee on Nominations, but I must 
say to you that every name, so far as I know, that has been handed 
—for instance, take the Publishing House Board, I think there are 
three times as many laymen as ministers—I think I am right. I do 
not. know what board there is, but one sing’e layman balances all our 
ministers, so that, brethren, we are anxious for you to give us the 
names of the persons you want to go on, and we will bring these 
reports back, and we do it carefully so that you should have a chance 
at. this resolution’ before a single board was presented to you. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu. I move to amend the amendment by referring 
this back to the Nominating Committee. . I am sure that this is a 
misunderstanding between the members. I understood that we rec- 





ommended that we do not deem it feasible. ; 
Seconded. 
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Dr. P. O. Boneprake. I think you will find, when it comes back, 
you will find you cannot divide them equally. If the boards remain 
as they are now, it is not feasible. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. I will say to the mover of that motion, I wish 
you would please remember it says, “as far as possible.” I can di- 
vide nine into five and four without any trouble at all. I want the 
ministers separated from the laymen so we will know. I have been 
at General Conferences before, but I have never had a chance, as a 
delegate, to express myself before. I have seen lists of nominations 
come in, and because members of the General Conference know 
nothing about the laymen, every man on the list elected is a min- 
ister. That is the natural thing, but if we make an order that five 
ministers and four laymen receiving the highest number of votes 
shall be elected, then you divide at once and you insure your divi- 
sion. If more of you will study your year book, you will find 
that there are about three or four ministers to one layman on the 
Church boards and officers of this Church, and then you wonder why 
the laymen are not interested. I know more than one laymen in this 
body to-day who is putting his interest and his money outside the 
United Brethren Church, into missions and other things, because 
he has never had any responsibility given to him in our own ¢hurch 
life and work. Now, I believe, men, we are human, and I am the 
most human of them all, I think, and I would like to put my money 
and my time and my efforts into a thing in which I have som 
responsibility, direct responsibility. I do not put it in business 
any more unless I have a share in the management; I have learned 
better and we must stand for just that principle. We want to have 
an opportunity to help name the men on our side of the house who 
will work with you ministers equally and enthusiastically and thor- 
oughly. Now, just one word more. QOne.minister said, “When we 
do elect them, they don’t do anything; they don’t attend the board”; 
then I asked one of the laymen why. He said, “When we get there, 
there are so few of us, we were snowed under all the time, and it 
wasn’t worth while.” I have not been on a board, so I do not know. 
These are the two points of view when you come to study the situ- 
ation. You take away both of these points of view and I believe 
it will give us better results. I believe it is practical just now to 
say to the Nominating Committee that it shall nominate for these 
boards, as far as possible, equal numbers, the number to be desig- 
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nated by the committee, the ministers receiving the highest number 
of votes, four or five, whatever it may be. 

Doctor Bonesrake. May I explain? 

THE Presipent. — Yes. 

Doctor Bonrprake. The committee has already segregated the list 
into laymen and ministers. 

Dr. C. M. Brooxe. Mr. Chairman, I think I can say something 
pertinent to the question, that the board which I have been on has 
an equal number of ministers and laymen, that is, the Board of 
Education, and if you will consider our report it will have some 
effect upon that very question.’ I think it is the sentiment of the 
Conference to have an equal number of ministers and laymen. When- 
ever you will consider it, we will be glad to introduce it. 

The amendment to the amendment was lost. 

Mr. Ik. L. Shuey repeated his amendment by request. 

Doctor Funk. Where it can be done. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. As far as possible. That is what I had in 
mind in using that portion; it will cover both points. 

Tut Present. Are you speaking on nominations, now, or elec- 
tions ? : 

Mr. HK. L. Suuny. I am talking about when we come to elect. 

Tue Presipent. This refers to the election. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. The nominations precede it, of course. If we 
decide that our boards are to be equally divided, as equally as pos- 
sible, then the committee on nominations must bring in three times 
as Many ministers and three times as many laymen, and my motion 
will be that the Committee on Nominations of the board be divided 
as nearly equally as possible between ministers and laymen, the re- 
quired number of each class receiving the highest number of votes 
to be elected. The required number of ministers and the required 
number of laymen having the highest number to be declared elected. 

Seconded. 

The motion was carried. : 

‘Tur Presient: It is agreed that you shall proceed to consider 
the Report of the Committee on Education. All in favor will indi- 
cate by uplifted hand. Opposed by a like sign. 

It is carried. ; 

Secretary Kerrey. The report of the tellers on the vote for Pub- 
lishing Agent is ready. 
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Tur Presipent. The secretary will read the report of the tellers 
on Publishing Agent. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 

REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF PUBLISHING AGENT. 

First ballot; number of votes cast, 205; necessary to elect, 103. 
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(Signed) ©. W. Recarp, Chairman. . 


Tur Presipent. Doctor Funk is elected as your Publishing Agent. 

Docror Funk. Mr. Chairman, will the General Conference hear 
me ? 

Voices. Hear. 

Docror Funk. Mr. Chairman, I have come to a point in my life 
where I would like to do absolutely right, as I have always tried to 
do. Two men know what I intend to say, if I can get it said with- 
out emotion and with absolute control. For sixteen years I have 
tried to fulfill the duties which the Church placed upon me against 
my wish. I appreciate beyond measure the vote of confidence of 
this morning hour, for if there had not come what did occur a 
few weeks before this General Conference, you would have had an 
absolutely different speech from what I am now about to make. 
My life was consecrated to the Christian ministry; my consecration 
dates beyond my birth. The ministry I love more than anything 
else in the world, and that is what I would sooner do than anything 
else. I want to tell you this morning that, if the flood had not 
occurred, it was my intention to say something different to you. 7 
Tt might have been that you could not use my name for this posi- 
tion, and now I want to tell you that this quadrennium closes my 
work in the officiary of this denomination, and W. R. Funk goes 
back to the ministry of the denomination. I go back to the pastor- 
ate that I love most of all, and my name shall not be considered for 
any other position in the official life of this denomination. I prayed 
that matter through, and the heaven side is as clear as it will ever’ 
be in my experience. I will be a winner of souls [Voices of Amen, | 
after this quadrennium, but, with a view to the life work that I have 
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put into the institution, I could not shirk a duty, so with supreme 
love, and without a thought of evil, and, (when the vote is one of 
compliment), with a happy heart to-day I look forward to the time 
when I can step back into the pulpit again to do the work that 
is so dear to me. JI would crown the ministry; I would exalt it; 
I place it so high that they who consider may not seek anything else. 
I believe I will not be misunderstood when I say that sometimes 
you put men in a position and then you hedge them about, then you 
east disparagements upon them. Can you get the best out of them 
in that way? [Voices, No.] Now, I do not refer to myself. I would 
not, however, pass through what Bishop Carter passed through yes- 
terday for the whole world of positions, and this Church or-no other 
church will ever have the opportunity of shoving me out. I am 
going of my own decision, and that does not mean that I am going 
to slacken my efforts during these four years of responsibility. I 
feel that the institution that I represent is so important, standing 
for the very heart and life of this Church, that you ought to know 
what is in my mind so that you ean think and pray for the man 
that you will place in my position. JI want to make the promise in 
keeping with the statement that I have just made, that I want to 
go back into the Christian ministry; I want to pledge this General 
Conference that the man who becomes my successor under the vote 
of the General Conference, four years hence, shall not only be 
received by me as my successor, but every door—listen to me, my 
brethren—every door will be opened to him to help him make a suc- 
cess, [Applause.] that not a single thing shall be done, by me that 
will lessen his effectiveness as a representative of this Church in 
that position. I promise it to you this day. With delight in my heart 
I make this statement, and the burden that has rested upon me for 
sixteen years has already begun to roll off. It is my final and un- 
alterable decision to go back to the pastorate of the Church to spend 
the closing years of my life. I will be fifty-five years old when I 
close my official relation to the Church, if I serve out this term. 
Twenty years in the storm center is long enough for any man to 
serve. May God lead the Church to a young man who will be able 
to serve in this department for a similar period, for with such an 
institution, short terms and elderly persons should not be considered, 
T thank you. [Applause.] | 

Tue Present, The secretary will please read the Revort an 
Education. 
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Secretary Keppel then read the ‘printed report in full. 

Tue Presipenr. How will you consider the Report on Education, 
as a whole, or item by item? rs 

Secretary Keprrt. It has been the procedure heretofore to econ- 
sider the reports, item by item. 

Tue Presipent. The secretary will read the report, item by item, 
and he will read the first item. 

Secretary Keppel read the first item, as follows: 

1. That education be constituted a distinct department of the 
Church on a parity with Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Church 
Erection, and Publishing Interests. 

Dr. A. P. Funknousrr. I rise to ask if this is the whole report 
of this committee ? 

Presipent G. D. Gossarp, D.D. Mr. Chiirman, this is not the 
whole report, and if this goes through, we can adjust it with the 
Discipline. 

Docror Funkuouser. Then this is not the report of the com- 
mittee. We have gone on here with our business and the most im- 
portant subject to come before this Conference is presented in this 
form for testing our feeling. I move that the balance of that report 
be presented and printed, and then it will be considered by the 
Conference. 

Seconded. 

Pror. H. H. Baisu, of A‘legheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, be- 
ing a member of that committee, I understand that this includes 
everything that will be considered by the committee, and our only 
thought is that if this is adopted, you will simply incorporate these 
changes into the Discipline in the part that is devoted to edueation. 
If this is adopted, we will have absolutely nothing else to report ex- 
cepting to incorporate this in the Discipline. I do not know of 
anything else that will be considered by the Committee on Eduea- 
tion excepting what is in this report. You may as well dispose of 
it now. : 

Doctor Funknouser. Now, Mr. Chairman, if we do not agree 
with this, and we want some changes in the Discipline, then we must 
fight that out now and present our viewpoints. If I should happen 
to have a substitute which I should offer for the report embodying: 
these things, if it is not in the report of the Committee on Eduea- 
tion, how can we offer this substitute? I think we should consider 
it together. 
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Rey. I. KE. Runk, of East Pennsylvania Conference. It seems to 
“me, as a Conference you are disposed to consider this report very 
lax. I do not suppose that the committee presents such a report as 
this without having a definite reason. for it, and I think we ought 
to honor our committees enough to think that they have sense enough 
to know what to do. We might as well sit as a committee of the 
wholewand take up every little matter as well as to take up these 
committee reports and refer them back without considering them. 
I think we ought to vote that motion down. 

Dr. C. M. Brooxr, of Oklahoma Conference. Mr. Chairman, as a 
member of that committee, I thought I made it clear when I intro- 
duced that paper, whatever is done with that paper, you will do 
with the rest of the report. If that goes through as it is, and I think 
it is a very wise paper, for we have taken counsel of all the wise 
ones here, of all the educators in the Church, who are now in our 
colleges. We tried to get every viewpoint we could. 

Rev. W. L. Curmpress, of Louisiana Conference. Is this the full 
report of the committee ? 

Tue Present. This is the full report, they state, as it relates to 
their proposed plan, excepting the adapting of it to the Discipline. 
You have heard the motion that this report be held and the com- 
mittee be required to present the remainder of their report and have 
it printed before acting upon it. 

The motion was lost. 

Tne Presipent. What is your pleasure in relation to this report? 
Will you pass this item? I hear no objections. Read the next item. 

Secretary Keppel reads Item Two, as follows: 


2. ‘This department shall be controlled by a board consisting of 
seven ministers, seven laymen, and the Bishops as members ez-offt- 
cio. ‘The members elected upon this board shall, as far as possible, 
represent all sections of the Church. The presidents of our schools 
shall be advisory members only. 


This item was approved. 
Secretary Keppel read Item Three, as follows: 


3. This board shall determine the number of colleges and acad- 
emies, the standards for the various grades of institutions of learn- 
ing and the co-operating territory of each. In the readjustment of 
co-operating territory of existing institutions, the board shall seek 
such an equitable adjustment as may be satisfactory to the confer- 
exces and institutions concerned. 
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Dr. J. E. Four, of Sandusky Conference. I would like to offer, 
en amendment that after the word “colleges,” in the first line, you 
add the words “theological seminaries,” and it will then read, “this 
board shall determiné the number of colleges, theological seminaries, 
and academies,” ete. I think this board should have control of start- 
ine further theological schools. 

Seconded. | ; 

The amendment was carried. 

Dr. R. J. Wuirre. I want to ask for light on this subject. Sup- 
posing that this board should set,a certain standard for a college 
and this college does not come up to that standard, and, therefore, 
the Board of Education should say, You will close your doors be- 
cause you do not come up to that standard. What is the purpose, 
the aim of the committee in this matter? 

Tur Presipent. Will your committee explain ? 

Presment Gossarp. Mr. President, the object is: to have a stan- 
dard just so far as it is possible to have it, and to have a standard 
running through the entire Church touching the colleges, academies, 
and seminaries. Of course, the committee could not and would 
not be absolutely arbitrary and ask to put an institution out of 
existence if it could not reach that standard, but it would do its 
best to set the standard high and hold it up. The committee, of 
course, would be composed of the best men we have in educational 
lines, and they would not do a thing disastrous to an institution. 
They would consider it carefully and have each school come up to 
the standard and thus aid the denomination. I think a school that 
is not able to come up to the requirements is a school that ought 
to be helped in some way, and this committee will help that school 
to reach the standard that is set. 

Dr. J. S. Fuuron, of Allegheny Conference. I rise to ask whether 
we have jurisdiction in this matter. The various colleges are incor- 
porated bodies, their properties are vested in a Board of Trustees, 
elected, not by this body, but by the various conferenees that co- 
operate with it. I question whether this body has jurisdiction to 
vote out of existence any of these schools. 

Mr. FE. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman. As a 
member of that committee, I was one that stood for and advocated 
the various things that have been suggested, and may I say that 
these various objections were considered thoroughly by the commit- 
tee. I believe we have met every point to be raised on this question. 
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. We had in mind, in the preparation of this item, future institutions 
rather than the past or present, in the last sentence particularly. 
The whole report is intended to protect the rights of present insti- 
tutions throughout, and there is not a word in the report that will 
endanger the right of any institution or any conference to stand in 
its present relation or on its present basis, but we felt that the 
time had come when this Church should say to those, in talking about 
new institutions in the future, we should control the action of those 
who desire to use the name of United Brethren in Christ in con- 
nection with colleges, seminaries, academies, or whatever they may be. 

This item was adopted as amended. 

Secretary Keppel read Item Four, as follows: / 

4. There shall be a General Secretary of Education, elected by 
General Conference. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. I would ask if the com- 
mittee would define for us the work of this secretary ? 

Presipent Gossarp. They have no work mapped out for him but 
that would be developed by the board to be elected; it would be of 
a similar nature to the same officer in other churches. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. It is impossible for the committee to define 
in detail the work of the secretary, and this work, we trust, will be 
a comprehensive work, and a board of wise counsel can determine 
that. The general idea is in the name itself; the duties and details 
to be worked out by the general board. 

This item was adopted. 

Tue Prestpent. We will hear the report of the tellers on the 
Editor of the Telescope. 

Seeretary Keppel read as follows: 

REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF THE EDITOR OF THE 

« “RELIGIOUS TELESCOPE.” 
First ballot; number of votes cast, 210; necessary to election, 106. 
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(Signed) C. W. Reoarp, Chairman. 


Tup Preswent. Doctor Phillippi is re-elected Editor of the Reli- 
gious Telescone 
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Will you prepare your ballots for the election of the Associate 
Editor of the Religious Telescope? 

BisHop Carrer. Mr. Chairman, I desire to say that all who re- 
spect in any degree my desire, will please not use my name again 
in this connection; I would not be a party to the taking of any man’s 
crown, 

‘Tur Present. The ballots will be taken up for Associate Editor 
of the Religious Telescope. 

Tue Presipenr. The next item of the Report on Education will 
be read. 

Secretary Keppel read Item Five, as follows: 

5. The board shall determine the number of colieges which grant 
the bachelor degree. The remainder of our schools may be junior 
colleges or- academies, or may be discontinued, at the discretion of 
the board. The junior colleges and academies shall co-operate with 
the standard colleges in course of study, in students, and every way 
possible, in their respective districts. The courses of study of like 
grade schools shall co-ordinate as far as possible, based upon the 
minimum of rates of units as outlined by the board. 

Secretary Keppen. I would like to ask if there was not a word 
omitted from it; whether that first line should not read, whether the 
committee did not intend that it should read, “The board shall de- 
termine the number of colleges which may grant the bachelor de- 
gree.” Isn’t that what the committee intended? 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrakr. I doubt if that is what we want. Each of 
these institutions is a chartered institution under the State, how is 
this board going to change that condition? They go along as they 
choose and, so far as granting degrees, it is under the authority 
of the several States where they operate. You may pass this resolu- 
tion, but it won’t effect anything. 

Mr. C. E. Biatow, of Lower Wabash Conference. I move to strike 
out the item. » 

Rev. W. M. Jones, of North Kansas Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
this committee is endeavoring to standardize our schools so when a 
man from Philomath, from Campbell, or from Leander Clark, or 
from any other school, goes to the Seminary, that school will at once 
recognize the standard of scholarship that that man or woman car- 
ries from that institution, and, whether or not the charter of the 
school in the State allows them that privilege, we as a Church re- 
serve the right to recognize the standard of that institution, regard- 
less of the State law or of the degree granted by that school. It 
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must come before this board of standardization and then the person 
receiving a degree from that school has recognition all over the 
Church. 

Rey. L. L. Eptey, of West Nebraska Conference. ° In answer to 
the question raised by Doctor Bonebrake, I believe that the thought 
has been, not that we can discontinue a school, or that it will have 
to go out ‘of existence, but we can discontinue its recognition as a 
school of the United Brethren Church, and under the standard of 


‘the United Brethren Church. My understanding of this is that 


this Church should recognize a standard that should be universal 
throughout the Church, and that all our schools be put on the same 
basis, and, of course, we recognize this fact that if a school is run- 


ning in Nebraska, and is under the control of a charter granted by 


that State, it can run without the consent of this board, but it can- 
not be recognized as a United Brethren school without the consent 
of this board. 

- Dr. C. M. Brooke. Mr. President, there are things going on in 
the educational world that we cannot control if we wanted to, and 
I, as one, would not if I could. If we are going to progress in one 
line, we must in other lines. Every State is more or less taking a 
hand in advancing the standards of education. They are something 
like a railroad that inereases the fares, and they don’t consult the 


United Brethren Church. They do not consult us whether it is a 


good thing to do. I take it for granted that you all understand 
something about the Carnegie foundation. This Church can _ rec- 
ognize an institution that a State might not recognize, and it won’t 
do the school any good. This Church might possibly fail to recog- 
nize the standard of a school that a State did recognize, and I don’t 
believe that would hurt the school very much, but I am sure that 
it would not hurt the school to recognize it above the standard they 
recognize. Do not feel badly about it if your college is not recog- 
nized by your State. Ourethought is that this board will have no 
trouble in recognizing a school on the same basis that a State rec- 
ognizes it, and it won’t do any good for us to recognize it above 
the standards that the State recognizes. I don’t think it is the pur-. 
pose of the board to discontinue any school. They would be in bet- 
ter shape to let them fail without being helped. 

Dr. J. P. Lannis, of Miami Conference. Mr. President, I have 
had some connection with the educational work for years and we 
have been aiming at something of this kind for succeeding years past. 
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We have never so nearly reached our idea upon it as now. I think 
we have never had so comprehensive, so clear a presentation of the 
educational system, presented to this body as now, and, if my per- 
sonal judgment is worth anything, I think the best thing this Con- 
ference can do is to vote it as it stands. 

Doocror FunKkuousrr. This is a very important item to educators 
of the public. We have here the presidents of several of our colleges 
who would like to be heard upon this question if the courtesy would 
be granted them. : 

Tur Presipent. Will you hear them? We will hear these breth- 
ren. 

President Bonebrake, of Indiana Central University, spoke as 
follows: 


Mr. President, and Members of the Conference: I have a very big 
speech packed away on the general education policy, but you are 
taking up the matter and discussing it, item by item, which does not 
admit of that class of discussion. It is among the possibilities that 
some few things I may say to you may be from a viewpoint some- 
what different, and. from an experience somewhat different from 
some of you; some of you may think it egotistic, but I don’t mean 
it that way. I should like to say, brethren, that you are approach- 
ing one of the very greatest questions that can come before this 
deliberative body. If I understand the interpretation of those last 
words found in Matthew’s Gospel, which says that we shall go and 
teach the nations and then accept them into the fellowship of the 
church, if I understand it at all as allied to the history of our de- 
nomination, our emphasis has been upon evangelism down through 
the years, and we haye not given so much attention to the matter 
of education. I am not mistaken in this. We have organized our 
forces, it is a glorious record, but we have not always recognized 
our forces to save these men for the larger purposes of the denomi- 
nation and the world. We have been striking on evangelism and 
not always striking on service of the forces. You are endeavoring 
here to make over whatever of the educational system the Church 
has had. Heretofore the policy has been to refer these matters al- 
most exclusively to the local conferences and to the local .com- 
munities, and now it looks as though the General Conference is 
assuming the general direction of the educational forces of the 
Church, as opposed to the localized direction as heretofore. The dif- 
ference between the public-school systems of the great State of Ohio 
and Indiana in a way typifies what we are after to-day. Under the 
State of Ohio, the school system starts from the sub-district, town- 
ship, the village, the city, the local control. In Indiana it starts from 
the State superintendent’s office. The State Board of Education 
and county superintendent, to the one-man trustee of the township. 
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It is centralized and comes from above, down. In Ohio, it comes 
from below upward, and that is the illustration of the change of 
policy that you are endeavoring to make here in our Church to-day. 
I am somewhat surprised that we are not going to have a very 
elaborate discussion of that as a policy, because the difference is 
very pronounced. I am rather inclined. to favor the matter of the 
chureh control as a denomination; but, as an old public-school man, 
I bring you the word that not always resolutions passed by a.general 
body are accepted by local communities. You have your annual 
conferences yet to consider; you have State trustees to consider; 
you have State Boards of Education to consider; you have State 
laws to consider; associations of teachers to consider; you have a 
general standard adopted by the General Education Board, resting 
upon the Rockefeller foundation; you have the resolution passed by 
the Carnegie foundation; by the Northwestern Association on sec- 
ondary education, and others, all of which are to be considered by 
those who make up this Board of Education that you determined to 
have. I notice these words happen to be here, “The board shall de- 
termine the number of colleges.” Why not make that standard or just 
simply give a-certificate to those who have authority to grant the 
A. B. degrees? It looks to me like putting emphasis upon the ex- 
clusion of some in favor of others, with an effort to cut out some 
schools and isolate some schools in favor of others. And, strangely 
running down through these resolutions, reference is made to co- 
operative territory and closing doors of schools, and that would 
make the matter of the junior and the senior college, terms em- 
ployed by the’ Chicago University, apply to our institution. There 
is danger in this, it seems to me, in regard to the question of this 
board determining the standard. With reference to the colleges, you 
eannot take students from one State and send them to the other, 
but they have to be certificated to teach school in Indiana, and they 
must, first of all, be a graduate of a high school recognized in that 
State, or its equivalent. Second, they must attend our State Normal 
School for twelve weeks, or a department of a recognized school 
certificated and authorized by the State Training School of that 
State before they can even get a certificate to teach school. 
Any one in Indiana looking towards teaching work cannot teach a 
month without the recognition of some school in that State, and 
so we have them come from the Kast and go to our school to get rec- 
ognition, and from the West they come back to our school to get 
recognition. These are some of the things which must. be considered. 
IT am free to say you should give a little more elasticity and a little 
more freedom of judgment in this work. I would like to suggest to 
you that in defining the powers and duties of the secretary, the man 
should be an intelligent man and a salaried man. I take it, brethren, 
that this is a serious resolution, which, generally speaking, most 
excellent results should come from this. It is one of the most for- 
ward, progressive plans that the Church can adopt. 
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IT am trying to reach a solution of the great question. I desire a 
secretary that ean go to the board in the State of Indiana and help 
a school that has gathered $140,000 of pledges in three years. I have 
in my pocket a conditional pledge for $80,000 for a school that has’ 
admirable and wonderful promise, and I want the assistance and 
co-operation of the brethren of the Church and the help of some great 
man that can come there and can make that one of the great. schools 
of a great church. What we need is a policy of construction; not a 
policy of destruction. What we need, and I speak with some experi- 
ence in education, is a chain of colleges, a chain of high-grade, stan- 
dard colleges, and whether we will adopt here or not the standard as 
made elsewhere outside of this Church. What we want is that Leb- 
anon Valley be made a standard. college in this quadrennium; that 
Otterbein University be made a standard college, and so with every 
other institution, even Philomath. We should have a strong chain 
of colleges doing a great work. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis. Mr. President, the one mistake, the one almost 
vital mistake which the Board of Bishops made was when they 
did not put me on that Committee on Education, but they did not. 
IT am not on that committee, and, therefore, I am not defending any- 
thing special, but I believe their action is looking in the right 
direction. The fact is, as everybody knows who has given the sub- 
ject any thought, our educational work is at the point of a crisis. 
All our college presidents recognize that; Doctor Bonebrake recog- 
nizes that, and this committee has had all these facts before them. 
They have considered the crisis for a term of years, but it did not 
aecomplish much. They have read to us magnificent papers on the 
subject of. education, but they have no power to do a thing; they 
could not move the educational problem a foot. They could not help 
a college, they could not help a seminary except by a mere sug- 
gestion; it is a mere advisory institution except you will give it 
some power, very modest power, into their hands. You have already 
voted to give the board, to give the Church an additional secretary. 
That looks in the right direction. If you find the right man, this 
work will take on new life. This is what the presidents of our col- 
leges have been weeping for and praying for; so vote this through; 
it is the right thing. 

Tue Prestpent: We will hear the report of the tellers on the 
Associate Editor of the Religious Telescope. 

Secretary Keppel read: 
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REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR fee ELECTION CF. THE ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF 
THE “TELESCOPE.” 


Pirst ballot; number of votes cast, 203; necessary to a 102. 
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(Signed) C. W. Rrcarp, Chairman. 


Tue Presipent. Doctor Brane is re-elected Associate Editor of 
the Religious Telescope. Prepare your ballots for Editor of the 
Watchword. 

Tuer Presipent. Have you all voted? The vote is closed. The 
tellers will now retire and we will now further consider the Report 
_on Education. 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. I want to sug- 
gest that Doctor Schell, the president of the Board of Education, is 
here; he has also been the president of one of our colleges this year, 
and if it should be his pleasure, we would like to hear from him. 

Dr. W. E. Schell, president of York College, addressed the Con- 


ference as follows: 


Mr. President, your time is very precious, and I do not care to 
detain you. The matter of the junior college came up before the 
Board of Education, and was considered at length, and the Board 
of Education decided that it would be detrimental to our interests 
if the idea, or the slightest intimation go out from the denomination 
what the Board of Education have in mind, or that our people have 
in mind bringing any of our colleges down to a lower standard than 
they now occupy. I think if this is passed as it is now before you, 
that will be the intimation that many of the people will gather from 
this report. I am sure it is the intimation. Suppose they raise this 
question: We have enough educational institutions now, have we 
not? It is not a fact that any other could be established now under 
the characteristic name in the first item, “junior college.” If it is 
not your idea that others shall be established under this character- 
ization, then it must be some one’s idea that some of the institutions 
that are now colleges shall be brought down a notch or two, and 
to intimate or to talk about bringing them down a notch or two, 
taking off the senior year or taking off the junior year of work and 
allowing them to simply carry their work as an academy, I say that 
such an intimation is a destructive policy. I refer to our own in- 
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stitution of Nebraska. You sent me out there sixteen years ago into 
what Professor Epley calls the short-grass country, and we struggled 
on for years, and in 1905 we reached the point of a standard: college 
in Nebraska, and stand side by side with the better institutions of 
the State, and it is recognized on the basis of the State University, 
State Normal School, and the institutions that grant State certif- 
icates. It is a destructive policy to talk about going backwards. If 
we do not intend to go backwards, why this phrase in here? I think 
that phrase ought to be eut out of the report. It was the judgment 
or wisdom of the Board of Edueation that it should not go in. IT 
think you should reshape that paragraph as not to leave the inti- 
mation of reducing any of them down to a junior college. If we 
can maintain the colleges we have at the full collegiate standard, let 
us do that. If we find we cannot do it, let us come down by neces- 
sity, and let us not willingly come down or use any influence that 
will have a tendeney to bring us down. Let me say this that our 
educational situation is serious; it is serious from certain points, but, 
brethren, let us not magnify that. I think now that one of our in- 
stitutions that has $75,000 to raise to come up to the required aca- 
demic standard as set by the North Central Association, but how 
many constituents are there, how many United Brethren constitu- 
ents are there to put up that $75,000?—amore than 100,000, which 
would be sixty or seventy-five cents per person. It is a serious 
thing that it has not been done yet, but if you will look at the latent 
power to accomplish that result, it is not such a serious situation. 
The thing to do is to speak a hopeful word. 


Dr. C. M. Brooke, Mr. Chairman, I am speaking on behalf of the 
committee. Doctor Schell said, in 1905 they got recognition be- 
cause they came up to the standard. The State of Nebraska recog- 
nized them; that was a glorious thing. Suppose the State of Ne- 
braska had not recognized them and this Church had, would that 
have done them any good? Suppose the State of Nebraska does 
recognize them and this board don’t; does that do them any harm ? 
We are talking about going below the State, and suppose the State 
says an institution is a junior college, shall we say it is a senior col- 
lege? Now, brethren, let us be consistent. Here is a college in 
Illinois, the State of linois says it is not a college, it shall not grant 
degrees, it shall not be recognized as a standard college; so we wou’t 
say anything about that, we will assume that it is. I believe if you 
will give all the authority you can to this board, then they will 
have something to do. 

Prof. W. G. Clippinger, president of Otterbein University, spoke 
as follows: 
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Mr. Chairman, Ladies, and Gentlemen: There are two or three 
things of a general character of which I wish to speak, and yet I 
think it is out of place for me to speak to these points, for I am not 
a menber of your body. First of all, these words of legislation 
which are so highly admired and so highly regarded, not only by 
ourselves but by persons outside of our denomination. We have that 
central authority coming from, the annual conference and the local 
congregations. I think we would do well-to observe the balance be- 
tween these. That strong authority be given to this Board of Edu- 
cation, which I see you are doing, and at the same time preserve a 
certain amount of freedom on the part of the annual conference 
with reference to its school and its educational legislation. Now, 
that leads me to say some things in regard to the matter of stan- 
dards. Keeping that well in mind, that we must not usurp the au- 
thority of the annual conference, and at the same time we do not 
want to have a weak affair, like Doctor Landis has pointed out, by 
allowing no authority to the Board of Education, but when you 
come to the question of standards, I cannot quite agree with what 
one of the speakers has said with regard to the handicap which we | 
suffer in regard to the State standard. There are State standards 
for colleges, but no one will attempt to deny that outside of the 
States, there have been those which have been recognized by colleges, 
poor and good, small and large, as any standard educational basis 
towards which we all strive, and which we are trying to realize. I 
want to refer to one of these as the Carnegie foundation for the 
advancement of teaching. While they do a lot of things,-they fail 
to do a lot of things which we wish they: might do. We feel that 
what the Carnegie foundation has done is worth while and we are 
willing for them to do all they can; we are agreed that this is a 
good standard, and some of us are finding it considerable trouble to 
come up to these standards. Let us have a denominational standard 
and designate and define what a real college is. I am willing to 
have the phrase “junior college” dropped out so far as that is con- 
cerned, but I would rather leave it in. In the main I like the report. 
There are some things that I have been insisting on to have incor- 
porated into that report, and, if not incorporated into that report, 
certainly I shall hope that the Board of Education that shall be 
elected by this body will see that a distinct program of operation 
shall be constructed and be definitely carried out, down through 
the Bishops, presiding elders, pastors, and the people from the Gen- 
eral Conference to the annual conference and to the local congre- 
gations so that, as quickly as possible, at the very earliest moment, 
there shall be a well-defined policy and a program by which they shall 
work. 

If I were a member of that body,.I should like to bring some 
additional suggestions as to the workings of this plan. I would 
suggest that the program of procedure be left to the Board of Edu- 
eation and that the board act wisely and sincerely in furthering the 
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interests of this Church in Christian education. I am willing to 
trust it to them, but I think the highest authority should articulate 
with the board and so should the annual conference with reference 
to education, the same as Sunday school and evangelism. I would 
call up the pastors, one by one, if I were the Bishops, and find out 
how many members and how much of an increase, and how many 
have been lost during the year, how many Telescopes and how much 
money has been raised for colleges and seminaries, how many of 
their men and women are attending the colleges and seminaries, how 
many young ministers they have inspired to give themselves up to 
the most sacred and dignified work. These questions I would ask. 
I should like to have such an idea of education, such a consciousness 
for a test of efficiency in all of our conferences, in all of our 
local congregations with reference to what we are doing for Chris- 
tian education, and let me prophesy this, that if you will go out 
over these places, and this is most hopeful, and carry this to the 
annual conferences and congregations, and forward through your 
ministers and laymen, you will be backed up by the highest authority 
of the United Brethren Church, and you will be speaking with au- 
thority, and you will be acting under the direction and control of the 
United Brethren Church. I do not know when I was quite so glad 
as when the subject of “Christian Education” was given a first place 
in the deliberations of this Conference. This sentiment is growing, 
and I think that the cause of education will be better through the 
legislation you are giving, keeping in mind the property of our, 
Church for which we are most surely responsible. 


Rev. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. I move an 
amendment to Article Five, Line 1, that the word “standard” be 
substituted for the word “number.” In Line 2, that the words 
“junior colleges or” be stricken out. In Line 3, that “junior colleges 
and” be stricken out. The article will then read: 

The board shall determine the standard of colleges which may grant 
the bachelor degree. The remainder of our schools may be acad- 
emies or may be discontinued, at the discretion of the board. The 
academies shall co-operate with the standard colleges in course of 
study, in students, and every way possible in their respective districts. 
The course of study of like grade schools shall co- -ordinate, as far 
as possible, based upon the minimum of units as outlined by the 
board. 

Seconded. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr, of Neosho Conference. Does it not now stand 
opposed to this motion upon the motion to strike out? If so, this is 
a substitute instead of an amendment. 
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Mr. C. KE. Biguow, of Lower Wabash Conference. I made a motion 
to strike out and it was seconded by Mr. Duncan. 

Dr. E. W. Curtis, of Iowa State Conference. President Brooke, 
of Leander Clark College, is here and I think he should be heard. 

Tue Present. We will hear the report of the board of tellers 
on the Editor of the Watchword. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF EDITOR OF THE WATCHWORD. 
First ballot; number of votes, 207; necessary to election, 104. 
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stig) 
(Signed) ©. W. Recarp, Chairman. - 


Tue Presipent. Doctor Shupe is elected Editor of the Watch- 
word. You will please prepare -your ballots for Editor of Sunday- 
sehool Literature. 

Tur Presipent. Have you all voted? The tellers will proceed to 
count the ballot. 

Dr. F. EK. Brooke, president of Leander Clark College, addressed 
the Conference as follows: 


Mr. President, I have inquired of a gentleman whom you would 
all know if I were to speak his name, whether or not I should speak 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. He spoke 
in German and I don’t know just what he said, but I think he said, 
“Go to it.” I believe, my friends, that the religion of Jesus Christ 
is competitive; I do not believe that there is anything about it 
but what is in competition with everything else, and I do not believe 
that anything that Jesus Christ could have said or done could have 
obviated the necessity for the system of religion that he undertook 
to establish and did establish in grappling with, and competing with 
every other system of religion that was ever instituted upon this 
earth; and I believe that he is perfectly willing that it should go 
forth and compete with everything else; and for that reason I believe 
in competition. I think sometimes it is destructive, but I also think 
that it makes for higher standards, and it eliminates some things 
that ought to be destroyed. We are coming to the time when the 
whole tendency is towards centralization and elimination of waste. 
In your cities there are department stores. If you were to go to one 
of these various departments you would find there, at the head of 
the wholesale department, a man who used to run a little grocery 
store around the corner; the man at the head of the dry goods 
departmént at one time had a little dry goods store, and that each 
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of them was a specialist in his department, and there was consulta- 
tion, elimination of waste, more efficiency, cheaper produce to the 
consumer. That principle is running through all our civilization. 
What is going on in the commercial world and in the political world, 
is going on in the educational world, eliminating the unnecessary. 
By consolidation is the way that we will succeed. 

My friends, I was not bred to the educational business at all; 7 
do not presume to be an educator. I would know what education 
is if I were to meet it square in the face. I have a different kind 
of definition to what some people have for education. I believe 
education is a power to bring something to pass. I have seen fel- 
lows who have the alphabet at both ends of their names, that could 
not make a living. We have a little institution out in Iowa which 
sells the alphabet to you, and you can hitch it on to either end you 
please and it don’t make any difference, and it would signify as 
much. I think it costs about $25 

I went to Leander Clark College thirty years ago, a grown-up 
country boy. The second time I was ever on a railroad train was 
that time when I went over there to college, so green I guess the 
cows would have bitten me. I have been more or less acquainted 
with that institution for these years. I was drafted five years ago 
and placed in a position there I felt very illy equipped and un- 
qualified to fill. I went to study as best I could. I remember when 
I met the presidents of the leading educational institutions, I wanted 
them to tell me all they knew in about ten minutes. We got down 
to the bottom of some things in this way: If there is anything the 
matter with us I want to know what it is. If we are not just as 
good as you are, why not? If there is anything we ought to do 
to make ourselves as good as you are to receive recognition, I want 
to know that. If it is within the range of possibility, by the help 
of God and the loyal people of this State, who are the sons and 
daughters of Otterbein, we are going to imake up this deficiency. I 
found out some things. We were short on our permanent endow- 
ments, we did not have enough books in our library, we did not have 
a big library; we were short on our chairs, and there were a num- 
ber of other things of minor importance. We wrote them down and 
we went to work, and, my friends, I want to tell you that one of the 
proudest moments of my life, was one day last year when there were 
fourteen United Brethren members of the board of trustees and ex- 
ecutive committee that met the State superintendents in the city of 
Des Moines; the State Board of Education was asse nbled; we gave 
in our report and the President of the State Normal School was 
there. He has spent forty-four years in that institution, and he is 
entitled to all the honors and perquisites that this board is able to 
confer upon him. [Applause.] Back behind that, my friends, hearts’ 
blood was shed, more than one person walked the floor and traced 
the carpet at night and counted the flowers on the wall and wet 
their pillows at night to bring that to pass. The credit belongs to 
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the people that responded. I know something about what that means. 
I shall shed my shoulder straps in a few days because I am unable 
to pursue the work further, and will take my place in the ranks with 
other men. I must tell you the truth as I see it, and you can just 
as well pronounce “won’t” “can’t,” as to spell “can’t” “won’t” or pro- 
nounce it “won’t,” it amounts to the same thing. I want to say to 
you that I do not believe the United Brethren people will take the 
colleges that we now have, that are called colleges, and make them 
standard under the laws of the State in which they are located. I 
do not expect any applause, and I am not disappointed. I may never 
appear before your body again, but I must tell you, that one time 
the framers of the Constitution ofthe United States might have 
done a few things and saved the millions of lives and treasure and 
tragedy of an awful civil war, if they had had the courage of the 
initiative and said that no human being shall be traded as a chattel 
under the folds of the Stars and Stripes, but they did not do it. 
The time comes when a body like this can talk in some more 
classic language, take the bull by the horns and settle some things, 
but they are inclined to pass it on down to succeeding generations, 
to children unborn, to stand unmoved and match justice against 
faith, if you will, and see the struggle coming on when they might 
have done otherwise. We have 300,000 members, seattered all over 
the face of the earth. Compare this number with our institutions 
of learning and you see the tremendous struggle that is on. If 
we were all standard to-day, if every institution in this Church were 
standard under the Church and under the laws and under the re- 
quirements of these very foundations, we would speed forward and 
keep: ourselves standard. There are institutions all around that are 
pushing the standards up and it is a good deal like the doctrine of 
election that they have in theology; I never heard a fellow yet that 
was not ready to admit that he was one of the elect; I never heard 
of a fellow that had a disposition for standards but what always 
said that the standard was not so high but what he was left in; 
and that is the difficulty. There are certain institutions which are 
prolonging this struggle. Standards are going up, and I want to 
say that Leander Clark College, of Iowa, has no lease on her life 
or anything to guarantee her future. She will have a tremendous 
struggle, a tremendous struggle such as we have never known, and 
God have merey upon those who are behind that institution, and 
give them grace and power and consecration that we may not be 
out-distaneed in the race. What I say for her, I say for all. I fear 
that we make a mistake when we temporize with this matter and 
do not come to the root of the business. You cannot standardize 
them all; you cannot meet the requirements, and if you would look 
the matter squarely in the face, you would not only have what you 
have written in that paper, but you would put a little more fire than 
you have already put in. That is my candid opinion. I thank you. 
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Dr. A. S. Hammack, of Virginia Conference.. Mr. President, I 
move we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. ; 

Tue Preswent. Just a moment. We will hear the report of the 
tellers on the election of Editor of Sunday-school Literature. 

Seeretary Keppel read the report, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF EDITOR OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


LITERATURE. 

First ballot; number of votes cast, 204; necessary to election, 103. 
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Tur Presipent. Dr. W. O. Fries is elected Editor of Sunday- 
school Literature. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed and the benediction was pro- 
nounced by Bishop Carter. 


SEVENTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
2 May 15, 1913. 

Bishop Mathews presided at this session. 

Professor Ruébush led in singing “Marching to Zion.” 

Rev. W. E. Snyder, of the Indiana Conference, read the One Hun- 
dredth Psalm and led in prayer. 

Tue Presipent. Is there any miscellaneous business ? 

On motion, the report of the Committee on Nominations for three 
boards was referred to the printer. 

Dr. S. W. Paut. The Committee on the State of the Church is 
ready to report. 

Dr. J. E. Four, of Sandusky Conference. I am sure that there is 
nothing in that report which will need to be printed, and it ought 
to be considered at once by this body. 

On motion, Rev. A. B. Bechtolt was excused on account of sick- 
ness in family. 
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Dr. O. E. Witutams, of Erie Conference. I have a resolution 
which I would like to offer. 

THe Presipent. What is the nature of it? 

Dr. O. E. Wittiams. It is in connection with the Christian home. 

Tue Presipent. Let that be a part of the regular report on the 


Christian Home. If there is a committee of that nature, it must 


go there. 
Doctor Williams then read the resolution, as follows: 


RESOLUTION ON THE FAMILY LEAGUE. 

In view of the great necessity for renewed emphasis upon the reli- 
gious life of the home, and in view of the wide spreading influence 
of the Family Altar League, which is in interdenominational organ- 
ization, which has for its object the promotion of family piety and 
worship of God in the home, 

Resolved, Therefore, that we heartily recommend the work of the 
league to our churches, and recommend also the observance of a 
family altar daily. 

(Signed) Ottver E. Winriams. 
R. J. Wurre. 


On motion, the resolution was adopted. 
Rey. S. W. Paul then read the report of the Committee on State 
of the Church, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STATE OF THE CHURCH. 

Our denomination has made a hundred years resplendent with 
growth and magnificent achievement. The journey over which we 
have come has been fraught with alternate lights and_ shadows. 
There have been times in our past history when our frail bark 
seemed to be rudely tossed on the mad billows of a shoreless ocean 
without chart or compass, when outward trial and. internal’ strife 
have threatened our very existence as a Christian church; but 
through it all God has safely and sweetly led us, and to-day we stand 
in the front rank of the great movements looking toward the final 
and complete redemption of the race. Even a surface observation 
will compel the most confirmed :pessimist to admit that our pros- 
perity during the past decade has been greater than we have ever 
enjoyed in our past history. The great purpose to do our full share 
in the conquest of the world is gripping us to-day as never before. 

The achievement of the Sunday-school and Brotherhood depart- 
ment during the quadrennium is unsurpassed by any denomination 
in the land. 

Those to whom our foreign missionary interests are intrusted, are 
earnestly endeavoring to carry out the great commission, “Go ye 
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into all the world.” The work has developed under their leadership 
beyond the most sanguine expectations. 

The Home Missionary and Church Erection societies are “enlarg- 
ing our borders and fortifying our ranks by entering and perma- 
nently planting the Church in the great cities of the country. Their 
effort to nationalize the Church and to do their full share in saving 
America is commanding the highest respect of thinking men all 
over the nation. 

Our educational institutions are doing larger and better work than 
ever before in their history, but as we stand in the early morning of 
the new century and take note of the signs of the times, it does not 
take a prophet to foresee that there must be a new and larger vision 
if we continue to meet the demands that are upon us. 

We have only caught a faint glimpse of the great truth that the 
mission of the Church relates to every phase of individual and 
social life. We have been busy pouring in the oil, trying to relieve 
the sufferings of the good Samaritan, but have never fully realized 
the great truth that it is our imperative duty to utterly route the. 
thieves that are hiding along the highway the good Samaritan 
travels. 

We have been painfully conscious of the direful, destructive in- 
fluence of some things that are flourishing in our minds on the 
life and character of the youth of the country, and when they are 
once caught in the whirlpools of evil, we are enthusiastic. in our 
efforts to save them, but we have never arisen to the full majesty 
of our power and influence in demanding that they be utterly elimi- 
nated from our American civilization. There is imminent danger 
of us becoming so intoxicated with our external and material pros- 
perity that we, in a measure, forget or neglect the spiritual. We 
often borrow our ideas of success from the wisdom of the world 
forgetting the statements of our great Master, “My kingdom is a 
of this world.” “The kingdom of God is in you.” 

In this age of greed and commercialism, the old-fashioned family 
altar is too often relegated to the background and the sacred, hal- 
lowed influence that it once had on the life and character of the 
church is rapidly fading from sight. 

The imperative need of the church to-day is the return to the old- 
time Bible; evangelism which demands the re-establishment of the 
family altar, and the preaching of the cardinal doctrines of the 
old gospels as the way to eternal life. 

The great world’s congress of missions, held at Edinburgh, Scot- 
land, declared that the only thing which stood in the way OF the 
complete triumph of the gospel of Jesus Christ in this generation 
was the lack of spiritual power in the home church. We recommend 
to our people, and especially to the ministry of the Church. the 
placing of a new and added emphasis upon that evangelism, which 
is in harmony with the teaching of the Bible, and which harmonizes 
human life therewith, until society has felt its throbbing force and 


450 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


emphasis, and soled to’ its influence: and the whole world has been 
brought under the dominion of our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ. 
S. W. *Paut. 

Soke Copp; 

Maurice Nicuo.s. 

J. E. Four. 

J. ©. Bremer. 

C. L. Grasiuu. 

L. D. Neuer. 


On motion of Dr. S. W. Lilly, of Sandusky Conference, this re- 
port was adopted. B 

Dr. J. S. Furron, of Allegheny Conference. Brother Bishop, ought 
we not finish the report of the Committee on Education that we 
were engaged upon ? 

Tue Presipent. That matter was pending when we adjourned. 

Mr. ©. E. Bictow, of Lower Wabash Conference. It seems to me 
we have a motion for a substitute, have we not? Where are we? 

THe Presipent. The secretary will please indicate where we are. 

SECRETARY SippaLi. There was a motion made to strike out all of 
Item 5, and that motion was amended so as to strike out “Junior 
colleges” in lines 2 and 3, and to add the word “standard” in line it 
that is the last amendment we are on now. 

Mr. C. E. Bietow. Mr. Chairman, the substitute is not what we 
want, but the original motion is. It seems to me that in Article oy 
sufficient power is given to this Board of Education, and it would 
seem that already there is in. the minds of this committee the idea 
of reducing the number of colleges. I do not object to keeping the 
number of colleges down to the number that may be supported 
properly. I do not object to having a standard set for the work 
that is done. I come from a territory in which there is located one 
of the oldest institutions of the Church. It is not as pretentious 
as some of the other institutions. We have not as much endowment, 
but I want to say to you that we have not the embarrassing indebt- 
edness there. We do not expect to slide out the degrees for work 
that is not accepted by the State of Illinois. A diploma from its 
academic course gives the student permission to enter the freshman 
class of Illinois, with simply two or three credits to standard and 
that the rest of the course is recognized both by the University of 
Illinois and the University of Chicago. I would not have said these 
things concerning the school, but.it seemed to me this motion opened 
up the way for others to advertise their institutions. The speaker 
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who preceded me mentioned the struggle to which his institution 
had come, to the place where it eould just claim standardization, 
as held by the Carnegie institution. Now then, since he barely 
reached that point, he wants to shut off and not allow anybody else 
to reach it. He says, “You can’t.” I wish to say to you that I have 
not found that word yet in the: modern dictionary, and I do not 
propose that any one should come up here and put it in the dic- 
tionary for all the rest of us. I think the item ought to be stricken 
out. The board has sufficient power with Item. 3. 

Dr. R. J. Wire, of Erie Conference. Mr. Chairman, I think that 
after reading this over carefully, you will see there are a number 
of things in this that are very objectionable, for instance, in the 
third line it says like this, beginning at the end of the second, “or 
may be discontinued at the discretion of the board.” Now, we do 
not suppose that this board will act in an uncharitable, unreasonable 
way when we delegate to this board the power to discontinue a 
school. Now, what does that mean? It seems to me that even if we 
should delegate it to this board, they have not power, they would not 
think of serving an injunction. Suppose they ask a school to dis- 
continue and the school, through its conference and trustees says 
that it will go on, they won’t cause an injunction to issue to stop 
the school, and if they did, it would be dangerous business, and 
hence to delegate any such power, it seems to me, is out of place. 
I am in favor of striking it out or having it rewritten so as to give 
to us a statement of what they want without these objectionable fea- 
tures. 

Pror. I. J. Goon, of Lower Wabash Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
T think in this third item we have it already provided that the 
board shall determine the number of colleges and academies, the 
standards for the various grades of institutions of learning and the 
co-operating territory of each. I do not see how very much more 
power can be held by this body when they can take away from an 
academy territory that is already co-operating with it and give it 
to some other college. It gives opportunity to this extent, however, 
we are providing for a Board of Education, which we suppose is 
eapable of determining the colleges, and I don’t see why we should 
come down to Section 5, and determine the number of standard 
institutions, when they have the power of setting the standard for 
the institution. I think Section 5 ought to be stricken out. 
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Prof. J. H. Ruebush, president of Shenandoah Institute, spoke 
-as follows: 


Mr. Chairman, in as much as the school I represent is the only 
one represented here that would be a junior college, or is a junior 
college, as I understand it, and in as much as the speeches that have 
been made are of a minor character, I can hardly refrain from 
making a speech.- I am like the old colored lady when she saw the 
discouraged look on a friend, she said, “Is the Lord dead?” She 
thought the Lord had died, she looked so blue about it. Now, we are 
only a preparatory: school. JI should like to see this report as the 
committee arranged it. I suppose we are the only one affected di- 
rectly by it.. We do not even call ourselves a junior college, we call 
ourselves an institute, but if you pass this amendment, I don’t know 
whether I can go to the 250 live people and say that the United 
Brethren are going up to the new institution. I understood by some 
of the speeches that if we cannot keep up with Carnegie and Rocke- 
feller and Columbia University and Yale and Harvard, we are to 
shut up the college business; that -is the way it sounded to me. 

I think we are trying to get this so that we will be a little inde- 
pendent of them. I think that is the object that the Board of Edu- 
cation has indicated. In ten years it will be a higher standard, and 
then we will proceed again. You cannot legislate. men and women 
who will do things in that way. You cannot make standards. The 
men and women who to-day are denonstrating these things are not 
men who come from these institutions. The President of the United 
States to-day comes from one of the little institutions. His Secre- 
tary of State happens to be from one of the smaller colleges in Illi- 
pois. I remember this, that before the Civil War broke out, Wash- 
ington and Lee University and the Virginia Military Institute were 
junior colleges. The board of trustees had a meeting and_ they 
said, “Stonewall Jackson is too poor to be an instructor of this in- 
stitution,” and they put him out of the faculty, and when they ‘got 
into war, whom did they want? Stonewall Jackson. I remember 
the Federals had four armies,-one under McDowell, one down in the 
Shenandoah Valley, one in another part of the State, and another 
near Harrisburg, and while Jackson was not capable, according to 
the educators, he licked all four of them across the mountains before 
they got together. Now, if we are going to quit the business, I don’t 
know what to say to my people down in Dayton; I don’t know what 
to say to them except that the United Brethren Church is going 
out of business in the educational line if we do not get. all these 
points. 

I wish we had them. We tried to get Mr. Carnegie to give us 
a little money on a pipe organ. What did he say to us, do you 
know? We needed it and it serves a whole people. He said, “I won’t 
give anything for a pipe organ to a church that does not cost any 
more than $15,000, and we cannot count you.” Did we sit down 
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and not do it?) We bought a pipe organ and IJ said, “Keep your pipe 
organ, we have one.” We have seventeen boys in Dayton, Virginia, 
who are planning to go to the Seminary, and I think the Seminary 
will take them in. If the United Brethren Church does not want 
Seminary ministers, I have observed that. other churches who have 
bigger schools than the Seminary want them. An illustration: We 
have one boy from our school who will graduate at this commence- 
ment at Columbia University, and another from Otterbein Uni- 
versity, won’t have a job, and if he does he won’t know what to do 
have had a dozen positions, and we used every effort to get him back 
to Dayton, and have secured. him. The other, from Columbia Uni- 
versity, wont? have a job, and if he does he won’t know what to do 
with it. It seems to me we can have principle. What is the history 
of our Church? If our fathers did not have more of that than we 
have to-day, there would be no United Brethren Church. I will tell 
you we have been blue. I wished this morning that we had our ball 
team up here. We can lick Otterbein, we can lick Lebanon Val- 
ley, and we are only an institute, we are not a college. [Applause.] 
I had a telegram the other night that alarmed all of us, it scared 
me to death, from the ball team. It said, Shenandoah 10, Presby- 
terian 4; Shenandoah 6, Reformed 3. Now, I do not want to go 
back down there absolutely and say that if we cannot get Carnegie’s 
money, if we cannot reach him, we are going to quit our job. Any- 
way, we are going to keep on. I don’t want to say we are going 
to close Otterbein, and you eastern brethren want to keep Lebanon 
Valley going, you cannot go on, you are too small, The impression 
made upon me this morning was that the leaders look upon it in 
that way. I do not believe that it is meant that way. I hope we 
will vote it as they have put it here, and if we cannot elect men who 
will do it right, if we cannot trust them, if they want to strangle 
us, we will set down on them. [Applause.] 


Mr. E. L. Suury. Mr. Chairman, I wish I had the eloquence of 
a lot of you men and did not have the inclination to face facts as 
I do have; I think I could make you pray and work; if I could not 
make you cheer. I am looking at this thing from the other side of 
the shield. I have been a member of a college faculty, and I am the 
father of children to educate, and I have had to face both sides of it. 

May I say it? I turned down the United Brethren College. I 
think I ought to say it right here, because there came a time when 
the question was, whether the education which I thought my chil- 
dren, or my oldest child, ought to have could be gotten in the United 
Brethren College, and I had to say, “No.” And against my desire, 
she went to another Christian college. I do not say that boastingly; 
nobody but my wife knows how much it hurt when it was ‘done, but 
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this fact we may as well ‘face to-day—there are two or three things 
in this educational question that we may as well face. 

The denominational college is on trial in this country to-day as 
it never has been before, not in the United Brethren denomination 
alone, but in all of them. Talk about competition, you will have 
such competition in these educational institutions in the next ten 
or fifteen years as you have never seen before, and I don’t believe 
that the United Brethren Church begins to-day to realize the serious 
conditions of its colleges. I don’t care whether you have one or 
twenty, if they can give the parents of this country and their chil- 
dren the education that the age in which we live demands, that those 
children will demand, you will have all you want before we must be 
prepared to give what they want. 

I would like to ask a lot of you men who do not say nadie 
on these questions and who have children to educate, how many of 
you are sending your children to State universities and saying noth- 
ing, because they get there what they want and what they are bound 
to have. That is the problem that is before us. A friend of mine, 
a prominent man of one of the leading denominational colleges of 
this country, came to me only a few days ago and said, “Shuey, we 
have got the same problem in our church that you have-’ I said, 
“T did not suppose you ever had any problem in your college, because 
you seemed to have so much money.” “Oh, no,” he said, “we cannot 
keep our standard.” And they are facing the same thing. 

It is not a theory, it is a straight-out condition, as every one of 
these college presidents know. He understands it as we do not. 
Most of our college presidents will tell you to-day that if the leading 
men of the faculties were to go out to-day, they couldn’t replace 
them with men of equal caliber, with twice the salary, and what 
are they to do? They know these problems, every one of them. It 
is not the proposition of the State University, but the serious prob- 
lem is of the future, it is the problem of the great Christian col- 
lege with millions of money behind it, with good Christian men 
at its head and in its faculty, and an enthusiasm that comes from 
leadership and numbers and power in Christian life. You can name 
them as well as I, and you know as well as I why they are having 
such a great part. The very colleges our brother names, they are just 
that class of colleges. They are not the great colleges of this. coun- 
try. I have a notion, it may be heterodox, that before many years 
the United Brethren and other denominations of similar character 
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will be uniting their forces into a few strong Christian colleges in 
the particular way that will help us to hold our children under our 
denomination and Christian influence, and yet give them the edu- 
cation that the age in which they are going to live will demand. 
That is the thing we have to face. 

My father sent me to college and borrowed a very large part of 
the money that paid the bill for the first year, and more, to give 
me the education for the age in which I was to live. I have tried 
to live a life since to make it worthy, but I feel on this question 
a great deal more than I can say. I believe that the Church, the 
very existence of this Church, the very existence of this denomi- 
nation to-day, depends on meeting the problems of the Christian 
college within the next five or ten years with the fervor, the en- 
thusiasm and determination and wisdom that they have never shown 
in their history before—great as that has been; and so, Mr. Chair- 
man, I say, let this report of the committee stand as it is, and choose 
for your board, the strongest, wisest men you can find in the 
Church; give them wide power. I do not care if you strike out 
some of the sentences here, because they can do no harm, so far as 
power is concerned, but let the spirit of this meeting be in this 
report, and stay there. The day is coming, perhaps, when we would 
have the junior college. 

I would rather have one good, strong university in this Church of 
ours than a half-dozen junior colleges—that men would talk about 
the country over than to have a dozen half-dying colleges which 
men somewhere must be talking about.. I am not ashamed of my 
alma mater. I am proud of her record in all of. these years, and 
proud that I am an alumnus, but I would rather she would be a 
great, big, strong, junior college than have men making interro- 
gation marks after my name when they found I was a graduate, 
because it don’t seem to fit the demands of the day in which we 
live. I am not ashamed of a junior college, and I believe the idea 
is coming in our country. 

This paragraph in our report is only a suggestion that we are 
ready to meet the future with hearts ready for the work that is to 
be done. I think we are safe in committing these things to this 
board that we will choose, assured that what they do they will do 
wisely and knowing that they can take no lower place without the 
approval of the conference and of this General Conference when it 
convenes again at another session. 
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Dr. J. P. Lanpis, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, what 
is a junior college? It is a school giving a course of two years in- 
stead of four, above the high school, and carefully articulating with 
the higher work so that its students can pass right on into the senior 
college or do the same thing that the juniors of your colleges and 
universities has now operated. Such colleges have come to be organ- 
ized as a part of our public-school system and so will be a familiar 
part of our American educational system. If you adopt this plan, 
it will be for us to take a step forward, not backward, as has been 
suggested here to-day, to make a virtue of our necessity, and in 
this field we would be the early bird which proverbially catches 
the worm. Upon the name of the junior college and the organ- 
ization of such schools in the Church, this writer hopes to present 
something personal further on. We are told this, practically every 
student of education is arguing this same thing, and that is the 
policy of both France and Germany, where education is very much 
better organized than it is in America. Now, suppose, Mr. Chair- 
man, that here are these college associations that determine the 
standards for us—several other colleges have had grace extended 
to them two or three times, and in the case of some, the day seems 
to be approaching when they will be obliged, unless we can bring 
them up to that standard—we can just talk. as we please—they will 
‘be obliged to take the secondary place; the requirements as to en- 
‘dowments, as to buildings, we will say; as to numbers in the fac- 
ulties, as to some other things. Now suppose that. college fails to 
reach the required endowment and the required equipment, then 
according to the declaration, the decree that is already given forth 
in the educational world, that school must—will take the secondary 
place. 

What shall we call it? Shall we go on pretending to be a first- 
class college? If we do we shall be the laughing stock of the world. 
I do not see that it is such a dreadful thing to assume the title of 
junior college. It is a mistake to say that this has just been recently 
heard of and that it originated in Chicago University. This idea 
has been broached, and it is rising as has been suggested by Profes- 
sor Shuey, and we will have to face it. We will be compelled to face 
it. We cannot help ourselves, and although we may call ourselves 
universities and colleges of the first grade, the time will come, unless 
we can rally in such a way as to bring them up to meet this stan- 
dard, and the committee, I think, is providing for this—suppose that 
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college fails to come up to that place and by the associations of the 
country is consigned to the secondary place, we shall simply recog- 
nize the conditions which called it forth. If you do not like to call 
it a junior college, call it something else. It is not an academy, it 
is not a seminary, and, therefore, we prefer to have it called a junior 
college. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
the president of Westfield College is present. I move that he be 
heard on this question. 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
before this gentleman is heard, I wish to state that the question of 
junior ‘colleges is not before this assembly. This morning, by def- 
inite action, with result announced, this matter was stricken out 
and the present article that is before us was offered in the form of 
a substitute and there is absolutely no reference to the junior col- f 
lege whatsoever, and I would like to read the substitute so we could 
know definitely what we are discussing. 


The board shall determine the standard of colleges which may 
grant the bachelor’s degree. The remainder of our schools may be 
academies or may be discontinued at the discretion of the board. 
The academies may co-operate with the standard colleges in course 
of study, in students, and every way possible in their respective 
districts. The courses of study of like grade schools shall co-ordi- 
nate as far as possible, based upon the minimum of units as out- 
lined by the board. 


This is the substitute and is under consideration by this body at 
this time and there is no reference in it to junior colleges at all. 
It seems to me it is just recognizing the condition and the impor- 
tance and necessity of uniformity of reports, and if they do not 
come up to that standard they all ought to automatically become 
academies. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis. When were these things stricken out? 

Tue Presipent. The chair is depending upon the secretary: Will 
the secretary explain ? 

SecrRETARY SippaLy. There was a motion to strike out Section at 
then that was amended to change the word “number” to “standard” 
and to strike out the words “junior colleges” in the- second and 
third lines, and so far as my record shows, that was all that was done 
up to the noon hour. 


By 
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Dr. W. O. Jones. Did the chair not rule that the amendment at 
that time was out of order, and Judge Bennett’s suggestion was 
accepted to make my amendment a substitute? 

A Voice. Correct. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. No vote has been taken of any kind on any of 
these questions. 

Tus Present. The chair has his eye upon the official record, 
not upon anybody’s memory. ; 

Pror. H. H. Batsu, of Allegheny Conference. The substitute 
offered by Mr. Jones for the original item in the elimination of 


' the words “junior colleges,” which is the principal difference; it 


seems to me that is the only question before us for consideration. 

Tur Presipent. Let us understand. There was a motion to strike 
out this entire item, and now the amendment to that motion, which 
is the amendment to change the word “number” to “standard,” and 
strike out “junior colleges” in the second and third lines—that is 
before you to speak to—that amendment, brethren. 

President Tipsore, of Westfield College, then addressed the Con- 
ference, as follows: 


Mr. Chairman, I am a little bit bashful, and I think like one of 
the brothers who spoke, I am not endowed with the vocabulary of 
the General Conference; however, I am interested in Number 5 of 
the committee’s report, and some of us who heard the similar article 
in the report of the committee before the committee itself, which - 
was voted down almost unanimously, feel that Number 5 in this 
report is to take its place. That provision stated in the first report 
to which I referred, provided that all but the three strongest col- 
leges of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ should be 
marked off the list, and my interpretation of Number 5 is to that 
effect. I believe that is what it means, and I also believe that is 
the intent to be accomplished, the first purpose advocated, and I 
am not the only person who believes it just that way. I think it 
means the same thing that Doctor Brooke meant when he said, “We 
have more colleges than we can support.” ‘Now, I do not know 
whether that is true or not; if we have more colleges than we can 
support and we want to kill some of them, or if we want to put 
some of our colleges on a par with our public high schools, then we 
may call them junior colleges. 

We have many high schools in the State of Illinois to-day which 
are giving two years of college work, and are getting credit for 
those two years of work at the University of Illinois. If we want 
to join hands with State legislation which has been in Illinois and 
in other States seeking to crowd out church schools and force our 
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students to go to the State University and to the five State normal 
schools in the State of Illinois, then I think that we ought to be 
in favor of making our colleges to be junior colleges or permitting 
them to give only two years of college work. We have five State 
normal schools in the State of Illinois and they grant degrees, and 
it is my experience as a public-school man in Illinois for a number 
of years, that they don’t give a course very much stronger than our 
public high schools, and it has furthermore been my experience as 
one who has placed hundreds of teachers in the last eight or ten 
years, that those who graduate from our State normal schools, to 
say nothing about the Christian phase of. our work, are not prepared 
to do the work in our public high schools. They are prepared to do 
grade work, but they are not prepared to do high-school work. 

Now, I say, if we place our colleges below those State normal 
schools and join hands with the State in relegating our educational 
institutions, we are doing the very same thing which they have been 
seeking todo. We are joining hands, I may say; we are at league, 
I am wont to say, with the devil in helping him to carry out his 
plans in crowding out Christian institutions. If religious education 
means anything, I believe that if the State of Illinois is able to sup- 
port five State normal schools and one university, that the great 
State of Illinois is able to support one Christian institution—that 
is, the United Brethren Church is able to support one Christian 
institution in the State of Tlinois. 

To say that wd are not is not to say, as it is hoped, that our 
students will go off away across the continent to get to one of our 
institutions. To drive out our State college is to go in league with 
the friends of the State to force our students into our State schools. 

I believe that the plan will, as it has been advocated here, bring 
a great many to the few of our institutions that are stronger finan- 
cially than the others, but I do not believe that fewer colleges in 
our Church will place the same number of students in our Christian 
institutions as we have at present—we simply force our children to 
take the education in the school non-religious. When, if we mean 
anything by religious education, I do not believe that seven or eight 
schools are more than our great Church can support just as thor- 
oughly and just as well as any other institution in the land to-day. 
[| Applause. ] 

If our institutions have been able to produce in the past Christian 
character and create sentiment all ‘over our denomination, and pro- 
duce the greatest men of our denomination to-day, who are at the 
helm of religious affairs in our denomination, I believe that we are 
able to compete with the development that is necessary in other in- 
stitutions, that we may survive. , 

I am not for Number 5, because it simply means for the weaker 
institutions to die. Now, it is just perhaps, an easier death, that 
is all, that is to say, it may be easier to pass that kind of a resolu- 
tion here than it would be to say that we will kill all our institutions 


460 


Ba 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


but three, as it was suggested in the beginning that. we ought to do, 
and that is the spirit back of it all, and I say to you, brethren, if 
you want a denominational school in Illinois, don’t be deceived: 
you must stand against Number 5 in these resolutions. It does not 
make any difference to me whether you strike out “junior college,” 
or if you leave the first point stand—that the board shall determine 
the number of colleges which shall grant the bachelor degree; it 
means the very same thing to leave the one and strike out the 
other. 

Now, I think that is more than I intended to say. You have my 
impression. That is what I believe. If I mistake the truth, then 
you cannot blame me; you cannot lay it to my honesty because that 
is what I exactly believe, and I believe there are hundreds of men 
on this floor who believe the same thing, who are not expressing 
themselves so frankly. 


Dr. J. S. Funron. Mr. Chairman, I beg to say that since the ex- 
planation as to the junior college, by which our sons and daughters 
may be loyal to their Church and step into a higher school for 
graduation, if our own school will not supply it, that I am in favor 
of No. 5. I am speaking from observation when I say to you that 


_ the most serious problem before us at this very moment is that many 


of our people who are controlling the wealth and contributing most 
largely to keep our schools where they are now, absolutely refuse 
to give us their students. It is only going to be a little time until 
they go home to heaven, some of them, their wealth comes down into 
the hands of their sons and daughters, who in due age will be edu- 
cated in schools other than our own, and then we have got a serious 
aspect of the case before us. 

Now, I am a United Brethren, and I never was’ anything else in 
my life, and never knew anything else. I have a daughter, if you 
will pardon me, an honor student from one of the best high schools 
in the State of Pennsylvania, and it tried my faith and loyalty ex- 
ceedingly when it came to the matter of giving her the schooling 
that .she needed. Unless we can in some manner legislate by which 
we can have first-class schools for our first-class, students, it is only 
a question of time until they will die for lack of patronage, both 
as a matter of money and as a matter of students. That is the 
whole secret. 

The Church in which I have the honor of having my membership 
at this time has fourteen students in the various schools scattered 
over the United States, and the half of them are not in our own 
school, so that I am presenting to you what I consider to be a very 
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serious phase of this matter. I do think, however, that if our 
schools were raised to the place where they would have a standing 
in the school world that they ought to have, that every last one of 
these persons would be in our own schools. So that I am in favor 
of this junior provision if they can step out of the junior into the 
senior, and if we do not have the senior, they can still be loyal to 
their Church so far as it provides for them; and then step out 


at the point of graduation. 

Secretary Kepret. Mr. Chairman, we have heard, I believe, all 
of our college presidents but one. President Drury, of Philomath 
College, is here and we would like to hear from him upon this 


subject. 
President M. R. Drury, of Philomath College, spoke as follows: 


Mr. Chairman, I have been very much interested in the discussion 
this morning, but not being a member of the Board of Education and 
not being conversant with some of these questions that have been 
presented, I hardly feel that I ought to take any time at all in this 
discussion. But, I would say this, for the past three years I have 
been connected with one of our smaller schools and I have been ac- 
cused since I came East of sort of hiding myself, and losing myself 
in this school during the past three years. I think my friends have 
misjudged what I have been doing. JI have not lost myself, but I 
have been trying: to put my own personality into touch with young 
men and young women that need help, who need an education. And 
we have been doing something in that direction. 

Now, as to the standard, I know something about the efforts that 
are being made by the States to lift up standards, but I know this, 
too, that there is a great variety of standards; not all standards are 
alike; not all credits are alike. When you tell me that your chil- 
dren have certain credits, 95 or 90, or 85, I might ask you what you 
mean by that. Can anybody tell what is meant by a grade of 95 or 
90? .There is just as much difference as there is in the teachers, and 
so these matters of credits and standards are variable. Now, I think, 
that we all stand for high standards of excellence, but we cannot 
have just the same standards in all institutions. So far as this item 
in the report is concerned, I haven’t anything to say, I am in most 
thorough sympathy with the aims of this report, which is to lift up 
our institutions and make them stronger everywhere throughout the 
denomination. I am most heartily in sympathy with the idea of 
having a general secretary, provided we have the man who ean fill 
the bill. If we have not the man, it is useless to provide for the 
office. The other day when this matter of the duties of this general 
secretary was being discussed in the called meeting of the Educa- 
tional Board, the question of how his duties would be described was 
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taken up, and it was agreed that we could hardly define his duties, 
but he was to be an educational leader. He should have that supreme 
and hard-to-be-defined quality of being a leader—educational leader- 
ship—and it seems to me that all this report lacks towards the lift- 
ing up of our educational standards and putting our educational 
interests in charge is a great leader, who can direct our efforts and 
take his place alongside of the educational’ leaders in connection 
with these great foundations and other institutions that we have in 
our land. : ; 

So far as marking out the item is concerned, Fed¢on’t think it 
makes any difference whether it is marked out or Tt, or whether 
the verbiage is changed or not. The act is what we are after and 
if the report is adopted as it is, I think it will be the inspiration to 
higher standards and higher things, and I am certainly in favor of 
that. Now, may I say this, however, that the statement sometimes 
being put in a way -will discourage rather than help. I know that 
when the bureau at Washington came into Oregon and the States 
of the Northwest within the last two or three months, desiring to 
help us, they visited all our schools and then gave us the: results, 
but they didn’t tell us that if we didn’t do certain things we must 
close up, but they said, “When you come up to a certain standard we 
will be glad to give you the recognition.” And there is a good deal 
in the way you put these things whether you help or hinder. Now, 
I am reminded in some of these things of a dispute that occurred 
between a man and his wife. It was over the painting of a house. 
The man said that he wanted to have it painted white, and his wife 
contended that it ought to be painted blue, and so they had a pro- 
longed discussion over the color of the house, and finally they set- 
tled the matter, and the man was telling a neighbor that they had 
had a discussion over ‘the painting of the house, and they had de- 
cided to compromise it, and the man said, “How did you do that?” 
He said, “We decided to paint it blue.” 


Dr. A. P. Funxuouser. Mr. Chairman, I am a little loathe to 
have you detained, but for the fact that I consider this to be the 
greatest question before this General Conference, and to remind our- 
selves that upon the issue of the great question hardly a word has 
been said. We have been dealing with some sort of things that are. 
inconsequential to me, cannot be earried out if you do not enact 
them. It will make no difference if you will strike them out when 
there faces us in this, the great, paramount issue of saving the 
leadership of this Church. There is not one of us but who desires 
the best things, the best institutions and the best equipments and the 
best. possibilities for our best boys and girls, and yet we all stand 
here, who are fathers, and know that those who have gone out from 
our homes saying that they desire the best equipment, the best 
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powers that the day and age can give them for the duties of life, 
they have gone from our institutions to other institutions. 

I wish I could ascertain right here the number, that I might be 
able exactly to make a report that would count. I wonder how many 
men are on this floor to-day present, who have secured their education 
above the high school, from State institutions. Now, will you raise 
your hands? Now, I want to know how many members of the Gen- 
eral Conference have gotten their education above the high school 
in State institutions? I count five. How many of the members of 
this Conference got that same amount of education from the schools 
of other Christian denominations besides our own Church? Now, if 
you will lft your hands—I count nine. How many of the General 
Conference got this same amount of education, I will say members 
of the General Conference, advisory members and all, got’ their educa- 
tion from our Church, from our own Church institution? Now, I 
won’t count them, [a large number] but the comparison is seen. 
This is what I want to say. A sister denomination, in a recent 
report of the secretary of the Board of Education, says we have 
20,000 students in our own colleges and schools. We have 20,000 
young men and women, good students in the schools of other denom- 
inations and of the State. From these 20,000 students in other 
schools other than their own, they get forty-nine per cent. of their 
leadership, and they have canvassed that by the closest kind of cen- 
sus, and when they came to ascertain how many of their leaders 
had been educated in their own church, they find it is ninety-two 
per cent. Now, this is a fact that confronts us. When we send our 
‘boys and girls to the State institutions, they get their education 

and come back home again, but they have lost their religious fervor 

and their church loyalty. 
Further, when our boys and girls go back to schools of other de- 
nominations, they may come back religious and with good working 
* powers, but they are not United Brethren. They go in spirit and 
heart and life into other agencies. This is a fact that confronts us. 

If we are going to have a leadership in the immediate future, we 

have got to take care of the folks that are going to be the leaders. 

Now, what have we done in these sessions? Some good things. 

There is not a department of this Church but what we all stand 

loyal to and rejoice if it is successful, and provide for pushing it 

forward. You come down into the graded schools and push these 
‘ps until they get in a definite system, and they are trained and go 
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through the high school. United Brethren progress, we take pride 
in them. 

They say they are going out to school. Where? It may be to the 
State institution, or it may be to a college of another denomination, 
and it will be one or the other if we do not provide the place and 
opportunity for them. However, with all that power and enthusiasm 
and experience of taking care of the boys and girls—we are splendid 
hands at nursing the babies. It is our business to raise up children 
and train them for Christ, but who gets them? What about it? 
We have talked about these technicalities and about these things, 
about standardization, which is impossible to employ unless you 
have some money. It does not matter what you write in your books 
or in your paper anywhere, unless you have some money. You have 
provided for the secretary, you have not suggested a thing, you have 
not looked to an ideal, to an objective, that is providing for the mind, 
energy, and idea. J have in my pocket a substitute which I would 
like to have offered for this proposition, this educational question, 
leaving it to the organized effort of the home church to supply en- 
thusiasm to the young people, for the Endeavor associations to get 
them interested in our own Church work, and I believe that is what 
we have got to do, Mr. Chairman. 

It is a most serious problem. If we do not provide for the leader- 
ship of the immediate future we have lost out and we are pushing 
ourselves towards the edge of the map. Now, I believe in that 
objective, and I want to state it. You say in millions of dollars there 
are great things. We cannot comprehend and it is frightful to our 
people. I would like to say the same thing in another way. I would 
like to say that in this quadrennium raise $1 or $1.25 a member. 
I would like to put that amount of money into a permanent fund, 
like the Church Erection Fund, a thing that stays and that in- 
’ ereases its force as the years go by. I would like to have that fund 
made up by the children in the Sunday school, all the young people 
in the Young People’s societies, by our church members everywhere, 
who will always point to the immense pile and say, “I helped to do 
it,” and there is nothing like putting the man into a thing, his heart 
into it, and putting his means and, his thought into it—a permanent 
fund to be invested by this central board and thus an income from 
this fund always stays there to go to the colleges in the territory 
from which the money was contributed in proportion to the con- 
tribution from that territory, And I would organize it clear down, 
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and then if the man in the field who has some organizing power, 
some leadership, some influence, one of our own people, if you 
please, goes. The nearer we get down to the folks we like, with 
the same affections and same environment, if you will, and then 
count it all up together and to the things that we are after. Now, 
there are two enemies to this proposition; the first is he who says it 
cannot be done and should not; the other is he who puts up the idea’ 
of an impossible standard, a thing that can never be reached, and 
when he cannot reach it says, “We cannot do it because we have not 
the means to do it with.” We don’t apply that in the election of 
other officers or in talking about the other officers. We make 
Bishops without knowing in advance that they are experts in their 
business. We put in editors and they are trained in their business. 
In every line of work we select a man for the thing to do, to be done, 
whom we think will be fitted for the place, and he becomes expert 
at it; isn’t that true? And so I simply meant to call your attention 
to the fact that this problem that is paramount, that is fundamental, 
is going through here on a report that hardly touches it, if at all, 
in a hazy manner, when we ought to have it mapped out to get 
within the grip of this educational board with authority enough to 
enforce its mandates or its pleas and requests and sufficiently worked 
out until we get into our hearts in the only way we can do it, and 
this to-day is the greatest and best thing in God’s work. 

Pror. A. H. Baisu. Mr. President, it seems to me Doctor Funk- 
houser has just struck the heart of this whole question, and I want 
to say in behalf of the committee, we had undef consideration the 
question of presenting the report in greater detail, that would bring 
to the attention of this Conference general aims and policies that 
this denomination should have in a general way, but this is what 
we fear—we feared that if this report was presented in great detail; 
there would not be so many things touched upon; that it would prob- 
ably require two or three days discussion of this whole matter be- 
fore the General Conference would be ready to dispose of our report. 
Therefore, our thought was that if we would present a mere skeleton 
outline, such as this report contains, and if the General Conference 
would then elect the right kind of a Board of Education with a good, 
live secretary, that Board of Education and that secretary would 


study this question and would carry out and adopt some successful 
plan, 
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‘I feel sure, gentlemen, that if we had gone into detail in our 
report, as Doctor Funkhouser suggested, we never could have gotten 
the report through this Conference in sufficient time. I believe, 
if the report is adopted as it comes from the committee, the Board 
of Education and the secretary who will be selected, will be able to 
earry out the splendid plan and thought that Doctor Funkhouser 
bas called to our attention. 

Dr. A. P. Funxuouser. .I want to ask how this Board of Educa- 
tion can bring down the amount of money to the denomination, with 
any authority unless this Conference will give it to us? How can 
the Board of Education say they want $1 or $1.25, without this Con- 
ference gives authority to? 

Previous question demanded and ordered. 

Tue Preswent. Before we take the vote on the previous question 
we will hear from President Gossard. 

President G. D. Gossard, of Pennsylvania Conference, addressed 


the Conference, as follows: 


Mr. Chairman, I am sure we have all been interested in this dis- 
cussion. It is one of the great problems of the Conference. Every 
United Brethren is anxious to know what disposition shall be made 
of the cause of education. I am sure that we all want to do what 
is best, and I believe that every speech that has been made here to- 
day has been made by somebody with a warm heart and with a heart 
close to the denomination, who wants to see the best come out of 
everything. Further, I believe that when we come together and 
talk together as men and brethren and Christians, that we shall find 
a way out of all our difficulties. When we go back through the 
past history of education of our Church, we find some stones by 
the way. Of course, they have not all been stones that have been 
passed; we have also come to our springs that we have been delighted 
in our hearts to recognize. We have been pleased to hear of these 


‘in the past, and the Conference has been anxious to see that our 


young people will be properly trained. They started these schools 
as early as 1845, the General Conference recognizing the belief. The 
colleges, knowing that they must have leaders, and believing, too, 
that the young people ought to be trained, furnished leadership 
and Otterbein University sprang into existence, and other schools 
were started. JI think, brethren, we went just a little bit to extremes. 
There were demands out of proportion to the United Brethren 
Church. We went out of our bounds in our demands for schools. 
We have had thirty-three schools in our denomination—all of them 
served a purpose, some of them went out of existence for a good 
reason. I myself am a graduate of a little school at Buchanan, 
West Virginia. Dr. W. O. Fries was the president, and later Doctor 
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Mills graduated there in 1890; that school went out of existence a 
few years later because some other conditions began to obtain in 
that State. Another university came there—they established in the 
same town. Our little school had to go out of existence because it 
could not compete with the great school, and there was only one 
thing to do. It was a splendid school, splendid men were back of 
it, the whole Virginia Conference were back of it, and they loved 
it and supported it, but there came a time when they could not sup- 
port it longer and had to let it go. 

Now, what was true of that school, has been true of twenty-two 
other schools. We say we have a theological seminary. We might 
also say we have an educational cemetery with a great many of 
our schools under ground—a little bit like potatoes, the best of them 
under ground—the most of them. Now, that is a sad situation to 


me. ‘am sorry I must look back over our history and say that we | 


have buried the majority of our schools. I do not mean to say that 
they have not served their purpose, but they were not able to main- 
tain them. Pennsylvania and Ohio and Indiana and Illinois and 
Kansas and Missouri and Nebraska, and away out on the coast, 
California and Oregon, and in Washington and up in Wisconsin. 
Brethren, some of these schools were like little babies with the 
cholera infantum, we had hard work carrying them through the sec- 
ond summer. But, some of them lived through and we thank God 
they did, and we do want to thank the Lord for these little schools 
that went out of existence because of the pressure brought to bear 
upon them, for these, too, served their purpose and did a mighty lot 
of good for the United Brethren Church. 

I do not think it is wisdom to continue that process longer, and 
therefore this committee with that in mind, have tried to map out 
an outline that will keep such things from happening in the years 
confronting us. One of the greatest things for this Conference to 
consider is education. We like to talk about Foreign Missions and 
Home Missions, and Church Erection and Publishing Interests, and 
we ought not only like to do it, but ought to love to do it, and ought 
to support these interests, but if I were to ask you which of the four 
was the most important, Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Church 
Erection, or Education, who would say that Education was the least 
of the four? I don’t believe there is a man who would say it. Now, 
then, if that is true, ought not the cause of education be supported 
as much as the others are supported, and if we have not had plans 
sufficient to do that sort of thing in the past, we ought to have 
some plans along that line now, and that is what the committee has 
in mind and has been trying to do the best for every conference 
and the best for every school and the best for every son and daughter 
in our United Brethren homes, from the Lakes to the Gulf. 

We believe that we ought to have schools, and that these schools 
ought to be up to the required standard, and that we ought to try 
to reach that standard. And now, as to the Junior colleges and acad- 
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emies, let me say only this, that we expect to have a big committee, 
_ I mean a committee of great, big men. Not merely two-by-four fel- 
- lows who will be swayed by statement or prejudice, a man of that 
caliber would naturally be unfit to serve on such a committee. We 
want the biggest men, and these men will weigh all the propositions, 
then they will help to determine what shall-be the policy of this de- 
nomination, and the academy some day may grow from being an 
academy to being a junior college, if it has students sufficient to. 
justify doing so. And if there be junior colleges only two years be- 
yond an academy and two years beyond the high school, they may 
after while grow to be colleges that are able to give degrees. 

Those are the things that we are aiming at and those are the things 
that we must aim at as we look upon the field in ten years, twenty- 
five years, fifty years, a hundred years from now. Do we want the 
same old plan? If we have just what we want, then we ought not 
change this plan. If it has satisfied us in all the years, then just 
let us continue where we are. But, brethren, if we would judge, 
from. the keynote struck by the Bishops, we must change. If we 
would judge from the keynote of the college presidents, we would 
say, Change. If we would judge of the leaning of this Conference 
towards progress, we would say, Change. Now, if that is in the 
air, a change has to be of some kind, and somebody has to do it. 
_ It is up to you and to me to do it. Let us do it. 

I am pleased with this discussion. It brings out all the shades, 
we are intent to know where we are. We are anxious to know where 
we are going. We are anxious to feel the pulse of the Conference, 
we are anxious to know the aims, objects, and ambitions of all these 
present, and I think they have been pretty well expressed. And so, 
as we look upon this, I think if we adopt this proposed system just 
about as it stands, that you will get just about what you want, and 
it will be the best for us in years. 


Tue Presipent. Now, we will take the vote. The question is 
upon the amendment to the amendment, the change of the word 
“number” to “standard” and the elimination of “junior colleges” in 
the second and third lines. 

The amendment to the amendment did not prevail. 

The motion to strike out Item 5 did not prevail. 

Item 5 was then adopted. 

Docror Funk. The Report on Foreign Missions is ready for the 
printer. . 

Srcretary Keppet. The Report of the Committee on Church 
Union is here: and the committee are desirous of having that con- 
sidered. * : 

Riv. G. E. Berton. I move both reports be referred to the printer. 


The motion was adopted. 
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Tue Present. We will proceed to the election of the Associate 
Editor of Sunday-school Literature. 

Tue Presipent. While you are voting, I have the pleasure of in- 
troducing to you Dr. Perley A. Baker, who is National Superin- 
tendent of the: National Anti-Saloon League, who will speak to you 
a few words while you are taking this vote. 

Dr. P. A. Baker was greeted with applause, and addressed the Con- 
ference as follows: 


Mr. President, it has been my privilege to be a delegate to the 
last two general conferences of my own church, and I personally 
know that about this stage of the proceedings of the general confer- 
ence we become very suppliant even toward members of the body 
who have a tendency to symptoms of extreme loquacity. I shall have 
the privilege to-night of talking to all of you in the lecture course, 
therefore I shall not forfeit your good opinion by making a speech 
at this time. I thank you. [Applause.] 

Secretary Kepret. Mr. Chairman, the people who represent the 
cities that desire to have the General .Conference have agreed that 
they would like to have a time set where we will give them twentv 
or thirty minutes to present the claims of their cities. I would 
move that we set the hour for hearing claims at ten o’clock tomorrow. 

Seconded. 

Tue Preswent. I take it that it requires a two-thirds vote. Those 
favoring will lift the hand; those opposed, like sign. It prevails. 

Dr. R. J. Wire. I move that every speech be limited to ten 
minutes. 

Seconded. 

This was carried unanimously. 

THE Presipent. Now, we will proceed to the further consideration 
of the Report on Christian Education. 

Secretary Keppel read Item No. 6, as follows: 


No church school shall be established, discontinued, relocated, or 
consolidated with another without the consent of this board, by a 
two-thirds vote of the entire board. 


This item was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read Item No. 7, as follows: 

That our educational institutions collectively, including Bonebrake 
Seminary, plan to raise $1,000,000 during the quadrennium for en- 


dowment. Each school shall retain as its own all the money it 
raises for this fund. 
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Dr. J. E. Four. Mr. Chairman, I should like to offer this amend- 
ment. Add to the reading of this section, “Provided that the col- 
leges and academies shall not conduct an organized campaign for 
funds for the next two years’ time until the Church meets the offer 
of $200,000 for the Seminary, provided such is done in that time.” 
If I ean get a second, I would like to give the reasons for it. 

Seconded. 

Dr. J. E. Four. I have very good reasons in my own mind for 
offering this amendment. There has come to the Church what I 
believe we all recognize as an unparalleled offer by a friend who 
is interested enough in us to offer:the theological seminary of our 
Church $200,000 on the thought that the Church will raise a like 
amount, and he has been kind enough to permit the Cowden Memo- 
rial Fund to count towards our $200,000 to be raised. You will re- 
member that the last General Conference directed that the past quad- 
rennium should give to Seminary work special emphasis. When the 
General Conference closed, I found that Otterbein had entered into 
a campaign the year before, and served notice on me that they didn’t 
propose to let us until they had reached the goal of $500,000. Leba- 
non Valley College was aiming at something of the kind and endeav- 
oring to get an increased endowment, and from East to West that 
campaign continued through another quadrennium until it was 
utterly impossible to organize a general campaign for the Seminary. 
Now, I say~ this frankly and the deepest conviction of my heart is 
this, that unless this General Conference accepts in a gracious way 
the offer of this friend and shows that by its acceptance such deter- 
mination as: would lead them to put their shoulders under this bur- 
den unitedly, that this offer will not stand. I give that as a very 
settled conviction, therefore, I offer this resolution, and I pledge the 
colleges that if they will put their shoulders to the wheel, I pledge 
by heaven, that I propose to stand to this whether you relegate me to 
the rear guard or any other guard. I propose to stand here until my 
friend’s proposition is vindicated in this Church if it is possible 
to do it. Therefore, I trust that you will see the wisdom. My 
friends of the colleges, I am interested in you and I would like to 
intimate to you that this friend is just as much interested in the 
educational interests of the Church, in my judgment, as he is in 
the theological Seminary, but he feels that the Church needs nothing 
so much as the turning of our thought toward the developing of an 
adequate leadership, that ought to begin in our theological Seminary. 
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And I am inclined to believe when the $200,000 is raised, that some- 
thing else will be heard from the lips of this distinguished man. 

Dr. A. P. Funknousrr. We are told the committee has a full re- 
port, and are going to work out the details of the money proposition, 
as I understand it. I move the reference of this item to the com- 
mittee, to be returned with the balance of their report and this sub- 
ject ean be canvassed. 

The motion was adopted and the matter was so referred. 

Secretary Keprer. That carries the whole report. 

Secretary Keppel read the report of the tellers, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LITERATURE. 


First ballot. Number of votes cast, 212; necessary to election, 107. 


We. Washingeric.. ics Lee Re oak ee 
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Oo H nebush so uss + eqicare: eta Wacky ey der ack ae a ee 
Wis pchalle aa. ete atin seek Past ON Carters act costed eee iil 
HAW Millere ss or oe eee 1-7 eM eA brose: 4.2 ne eeeO 
Ao-Ol Siddall | oi Gu guies) MOO WS Brewhaker custiceite cane 
De Raabe oss oa eee Ee AN ror erg) aos er Ti 
BWV Reena ties ene trek © eee 2 
No election. (Signed) ©. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tur Presipent. ’ We will now vote on Associate Editor of Sunday- 
school Literature, second ballot. 

Tur Presipent. The secretary will read the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Membership of the Church. 

Secretary Keppel read the first item, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEMBERSHIP OF CHURGCH. 

We, your Committee on Membership of the Church, respectfully 
submit the following report: 

On Page 22, Section 1, after Sub-section 4, insert the following as 
Sub-section 5: Believing according to the teaching of Jesus that 
children are in the “Kingdom of Heaven,” pastors are authorized to 
baptize infants and receive them into the Church as associate mem- 
bers when parents so desire, and to receive into full membership 
children whe have accepted Christ as their Savior and have been 
properly instructed in the Word of God by use of our catechism. 

Associate members shall be reported as such. 


Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. I move to amend 
this article by eliminating the words “by use of our catechism.” 
Seconded. 
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Dr. J. T. Roserts, of White River Conference. I move to further 
amend by eliminating the words, “as associate members.” 

Seconded. : 

Dr. J. T. Roperrs. Mr. Chairman, to me this is a very important 
amendment. When I was in my first pastorate there were children 
brought to me for baptism. We had no place in our church records 
for children’s names. I wrote a letter to Bishop Weaver to know 
whether there was any arrangement for the reception of children. 
I have his letter now ‘as a relic. The bent of his mind was then 
that there ought to be, and from that hour until this I have believed 
that children, if they are in the kingdom of heaven as stated here, 
which I believe, ought to be so numbered and ought not be asso- 
ciate members. We have children in our home, two of them are 
small. If I were to return home and tell Mrs. Roberts we have six 
children in our home but when we count them we will count them 
four, two of them are small, we will make them associate members, 
and I should try to prove that, I should have trouble. They are all 
members, they count six. If this Church is to grow, we must take 
eare of the children and see that they be a part of the kingdom of 
God. They are numbered up in heaven, why not number them on 
earth? Why are we afraid of this question, why keep them out? 
When the time comes, we notify them that they are not members of 
the Church; if they want to be members, let.them join. We ought 
to inform them at once that they are members. If they ever get 
away from it they must go° by their own choosing. If we would 
number them and go forward as we ought, in four years from now 
this Church ought to number a half-million. We have them, and 
God help us to care for the children and number them. They are a 
part of the fold and this ought to be adopted. 

Dr. C. M. Brooks, of Oklahoma Conference. J have been much 
interested in different legislation, but this is the first time to get 
revolutionary legislation. The idea-of harmless, innocent, unsophis- 
ticated, and unaccountable human beings like children—I have no 
question but what these children are candidates for heaven. I am 
not questioning that they will be included in heaven in spite of us. 
If we leave them out we cannot change it, nor if we put them in. 
As I read the Bible and as I read our history, I call to mind our 
evangelism. They have got children that are not capable, it seems, 
or do not understand well about what it meant to use their lives. 
They will do whatever you tell them to, and in my own family of 
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children in the Sunday school, when the time comes the teacher 
of the class wanted results, and she talked to the class, got them to 
sigii up, and they all joined the Church. Well, I wasn’t satisfied 
with it, and in a few years these two children didn’t understand it, 
and we had the ludicrous-eondition of them going into the Church 
again as full members of the Church. They did not have any reli- 
gion, no evidence of the salvation of God. I do not object to what 
you want to do except that you put it in such a compromising way. 
If they are members of the Church, then you have members of the 
Church that are not converted and they will have to pass through 
that process sometime. 

On the baptism of infants I keep a record. That is a part of 
our policy, but I never heard anybody until to-day talk about taking 
infants into the Church. I am certain that we are at the parting 
of the ways, that is giving trouble to the Church. 

Dr. J. H. Patrrerson,-of East Ohio Conference. I am surely in 
hearty favor of the amendment for several reasons. We have, in 
our conference, a little baby taken in when less than eight hours 
old. When it became a member of the Church, a nice contribution 
was given. The morning thereafter it was made a life member in 
‘the Missionary Society, and in the afternoon joined the Junior 
Society and Christian Endeavor, and contributed an offering in 
every one of these institutions of the Church. I know a whole lot 
of old fellows forty years old that haven’t made any church offer- 
ings for four years. I wouldn’t tradé that baby “for forty of such 
old fellows that I know are so everlastingly tight that they have to 
stand twice in one place to make a benevolent shadow. [ Applause. ] 
My little daughter, at the age of four years, joined the Church. 
She was mine by adoption. She joined the Church as soon as I 
got her. She had as much religion then as I had, and a little more, 
and still has as much as she ever had. And now, brethren, by the 
grace of God, I want her to have all the religion that this Church 
can help her to have. I have gotten tired of letting the devil steal 
all the children while we waste all our time on a whole lot of folks 
that are so everlastingly hardened by sin we cannot do anything 
with them. Save the children to-day and we won’t have any old 
folks to-morrow to bother with. God help us to save the children. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I understood Doctor Patterson to say that 
a child eight hours old united with the Church, made a splendid 
contribution in an offering to the Church, and belonged to the 
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Young People’s Society. I suppose when they come to voting for 
president of the Endeavor Society it will cast its ballot, and when 
it comes to any other feature of church function it will take part 
in it. There’s the ridiculousness of this whole question. JI want 
it distinctly understood that I believe in child conversion and child 
membership in the Church, and I came to this Church when I was 
eight years old. I have been in it since and both my children, 
when they reached their teens, came into the Church, but they came 
in regularly, not irregularly. 

If you speak of the spiritual kingdom and church and you recog- 
nize them as holding membership in them, under the provisions of 
the atonement, to be sure that is true, but we are representing not 
simply the spiritual kingdom in our Church as a denomination, but 
also the church with all the relations of church government, which 
requires responsibility, action, and judgment, and in the election of 
officers and the administration of the affairs of the Church, shall 
we allow the impression to go out from this body to-day that these 
men of intelligence, men capable of providing proper governmental 
provisions for this Church really think such emphasis is placed upon 
this question to-day that we agree to such a proposition as that? 
Suppose you should have a church, a local congregation of a hun- 
dred members and’ the majority of them were infants, how could 
. you ever get a majority vote of intelligence upon any question, as 
required often by our Constitution ? 

Now, I don’t permit any man or woman here to rise above me in 
appreciation of our obligation and our responsibility to the child- 
hood of the Church, and I went over the district of my conference 
having congregational meetings in connection with my quarterly 
conferences, magnifying the importance and the significance of 
personal evangelism in our Sunday schools, so as to get at least 
the fifteen thousand unchurched in our Sunday schools from the 
period of accountable childhood to old manhood and womanhood 
into the Church by the proper channels, to be sure, by which such 
persons should be admitted. And so I think, Mr. Chairman, it seems 
to me that I don’t want to do any foolishness here to-day in pro- 
viding for the increasing the forces of this Church and the persons 
who are to be in control of the government of this Church, both as 
members in the Church as well as in the administration of the 
affairs. 
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‘The Presipent. The tellers are ready to report the result of the 
ballot for Associate Editor of Sunday-school Literature. 
Secretary Keppel read the second ballot, as follows: 
REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LITERATURE. 


Second ballot. Number of votes cast 210, necessary to election 106. 


W.. Fes Washinger 'ici.co0 2 4 Wie Snyder. (7s a eee 
Fy A. Dowling; 25.0% siidesene 2 de Ie Ambrosoes ee eee Tels 
Set WP LONS sisisceseet cue va 40 uO. WW. aBrew bailcer aseae cleaner es 

Carter isis. Lake ion otaw ciety ae DI OW OVE Ata Reet a aT 
C. W. Reeard . Le Rae MD 


(Signed) C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tue Presipent. J. W. Owen is elected Associate Editor of Sun- 
day-school Literature. 

Tue Presipent. Let us proceed to the clection of General Sunday- 
school Seeretary. 

Dr. I. A. Honsroon::of Iowa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
while we are taking this hallot T think we ought to hear from the 
new Associate Editor of Sunday-school Literature. 

There is great applause as Doctor Owen comes to the platform. 

Tur Presienr. I have the pleasure of introducing the new Asso- 
ciate Editor of Sunday-school Literature, Dr. J. W. Owen, of im--° 
mortal name and influence. [Applause.] 

Dr. J. W. Owen. Mr. President, and Members of the General 
Conference, IT would like to remind you that you did not elect me 
to make speeches, and, therefore, I have no speech to make in this 
connection except to express my appreciation of your confidence and 
your suffrage, and I trust by the help of God, T shall prove worthy 
of every expression of confidence that you have given to-day. 

THE Presipenr. We will proceed to the consideration of the report 
under discussion. 

Bisnop Kepnart. Mr. Chairman, I am sure we are all agreed 
that we are in the consideration of a very important item—the re- 
lation of children to the Church, ‘and it is a point upon which T 
believe -we are essentially agreed. There is no division of sentiment 
in this body upon the question of the relation of the infant to the 
kingdom of God. I do not believe that any of us entertain the idea 
that the child must be converted in order to be a member of the 
kingdom, according to the teaching of Jesus Christ. I am. not 
bothering about that. We do not understand that the child is ex- 
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pected to assume the older conditions as to feel the presence and 
influence and regeneration of the Holy Spirit. I am speaking of 
his relation to the kingdom; as to the theological question, I don’t 
care to say. I think we are agreed that there is a question as to the 
wisdom of making an infant a member in every relationship of the 
Church, not because of its conditions particularly, but because of 
the fact that the church is an external, tangible institution in the 
sense in which we have to deal from our side. Therefore, I can see 
that the purpose of the presentation of the resolution as it is, that 
the child shall be presented and recognized as an associate member 
of the Church, is not made with any view of a depreciation of either 
the worth of the child in its relation as a follower of God or its 
relation to the kingdom of God, but, in order that we may handle 
this question as it relates to the church itself. And hence the idea 
of recognizing the child as an associate member of the church with 
an understanding, therefore, that when the child comes to years 
of maturity so that it makes an intelligent judgment for itself, it 
may come of its own choice into the Church and assume of its own 
choice the responsibility that falls upon it. There is a very great 
difference between enrolling the name upon the church record at the 
request of the parent (and I did that in one case because I was 
asked by the parent to do it), and then recognizing that child and 
receiving it into full membership on its own intention and its own 
choice, that being the intelligent act of the child itself. 

None of us question the right of the child to membership in the 
Church, and when it comes to the position where it makes its own 
choice, but, many of us may question the wisdom of placing the 
child in full membership in the Church upon the choice of the 
parent. There is a distinct line, and it is for that reason that the 
child be placed in the relation of associate member, receiving the 
ordinance of baptism. There was added to the paper originally the 
statement of associate membership, that they should be reported as 
associate membership, but not in full membership. The idea was 
to recognize the child in its relation to the kingdom of God, recog- 
nizing its position in the Church, but so recognizing it as coming 
into that position as the choice of the parent. Then leaving the 
door open, when the child, under proper instruction and care, comes 
to the point of accepting Jesus Christ as its individual choice and 
ask for membership in the Church, can come into the Church upon 
full membership, upon its own choice and its own initiative. That 
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position, it seems to me, is the proper position for us to take, and | 


does not injure the Church or injure the individual, and does no 
harm tothe Church. [Applause.] 

Docror Lowery. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask a question. 
‘From the remarks of Bishop Kephart, I am led to ask whether there 
is any definite direction in here as to the baptism of a child. I wish 
to say that so far as my personal ideas are concerned in this, that 


I agree with him that it would not be well to put that in form 


here, for a large section of my district. 

Dr. R. J. Wuirr. It seems to me, brethren, that it would be very 
dangerous for us to adopt this paper as it is. Notice this one point: 
“The pastors are authorized to baptize infants and to receive them 
into the Church when parents so desire.” Supposing that we have 
in the Church a great many people who do not believe in infant bap- 
tism. What are we to do with unbaptized infants, not make a dis- 

. tinetion between the two? Then look into the last line, “who have 
accepted Christ as their Savior and have been properly instructed in 
the Word of God, by the use of the catechism.” 

Suppose a child of ten should come to the altar and profess con- 
version. With others she presented herself to membership in the 
Church. It is ten years of age now before it can be a member 
in the Church, it would have to be properly instructed in the cate- 
chism. When does a person cease to be a child and become an adult, 
at what age? 

We are involving a lot of questions in this matter. And then an- 

other thing, brethren, it is not true that Otterbein was a member 
- of a church that believed that by baptism the child came into fellow- 
ship and communion with the Church, and by instruction it was 
taught to give itself fully and completely to God, and that he found 
in that very church a great many people unconverted and out of 
that very condition first arose the very Church of which we are 
proud to be members. And shall we turn the wheel back again and 
say that these people who have adopted the program that has 
been used for hundreds of years are right and that our founders 
were essentially wrong ? 

Mr. Jay M. Coean, of East Ohio Conference. Mr. Chairman, this 
is very close to my heart and I am very glad that financial conditions 
and constitutional law do not, in the providence of Almighty God, 
stand in the way of a child and the love of the Heavenly Father. 
If you will listen to some of these brethren speak, you would think 
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that financial conditions and the government and Discipline of this 
Church were way above the soul of the child. I>-am not going to 
make a speech, but Iam going to tell you what we have been doing 
in our church for nearly twenty years. We have been receiving chil- 
dren under a year of age—at any age. [Applause.] - And some of 
the boys and girls who were taken into the Church eighteen and 
nineteen years ago are the boys and girls who are bearing the burden 
of the Church to-day. If we had let them stay out in the world 
. and let the devil have a chance at them we might be moaning 
now the loss in our churches after most of them. I am ashamed of 
the record you are making this afternoon for the child that God has 
put in your homes. It is worth more than all your finance and all 
your constitutional law and all your church discipline. Take them 
in, and let them become a part of your Church as they are now a 
part of your families. [Applause.] 

Rev. J. A. Buicxenstarr, of Michigan Conference. This is my 
first time to speak in a General Conference, and when I get up I am 
timid, but I want to say this: I represent in the home where I live 
as a superintendent of the rural work in Kent County, Michigan, 
several thousand people. In our Sunday schools and in our commit- 
tee work we emphasize the fact that we should train up the child 
in, the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and when he is old 
he will not depart from it. I have two children, a girl and a boy. 
I never received them into the Church in all my life; they were born 
in the United Brethren Church, they were raised up in the United 
Brethren Church, and, thank God, they are in the United Brethren 
Church to-day. I would not dare to have said to those children that 
when they became ten or twelve years of age you have no rights 
here, you have no privileges here. I will say in respect to Brother 
Cogan’s speech, that I am glad for those words; they are the key-note; 
and let us bring our children up in the Church, keep them in the 
Church for the Church’s sake. 

‘Jupce S. W. Lorr, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, I am 
glad that the Constitution of this denomination does not fix an age 
limit in the matter of membership. The Word of God says of chil- 
dren, “that of such is the kingdom of heaven,” and I believe that if 
the child is fit to be a member of the kingdom of heaven, it is fit 
to be a member of our denomination. Where are you going to draw 
the line? This matter came before the Topeka General Conference, 
and I remember the words of our sainted Bishop E. B. Kephart, 
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that some children at the age of ten were better qualified to vote 
than some men at seventy. I say, take the children in. That has 
been one of the mistakes of this denomination. Other denomina- 
tions have taken them in and have grown, and we have curbed this 
denomination by keeping the children out. ‘Every person who is fit 
for the kingdom of heaven is fit to be a member of this denomina- 
tion. Do not go backward, but keep going forward. This is a pro- 
gressive age, and do not get in the way of it. Don’t wait until they 
get to be twelve and fourteen years of age and then take them to 
the mourners’ bench to be converted and then take them in. When 
they are one year of age they should become members. I have no 
children, but if I had a baby, the first thing I would want to do is 
to have its name enrolled in the membership list of this denomination. 

Do not take any backward step or keep this Church from going 
forward. This denomination represents one hundred thousand 
more members than you have in the regular membership. “What 
are you going to do with them? You say they can come in as asso- 
ciate members, after a while they can be converted and come ‘in as 
regular members. You don’t say when they can come in—at ten, 
twelve, or sixteen years of age—at any time from childhood to man- 
hood. I believe we ought to vote on this amendment, striking out 
-the word “associate.” The intention of the framers of the Consti- 
tution fixed no age limit, you cannot limit the age they can vote. 

I remember at the Conference at Topeka, eight years ago, the 
question came up of limiting the age of voting, and an attempt was 
made to limit the age to fourteen years. From that arose a discus- 
sion in which Bishop Kephart entered and made that statement in 
regard to the children. I hope that this Conference will not go on 
record as opposing the taking of the children into membership in 
this denomination. The more we can get in, the better it will be for 
this Church. You won’t have any trouble when it comes to the mat- 
ter of voting or performing the other acts that are performed by the 
older people. Do not keep them out. Take them in at the earliest 
possible moment and better your chance for keeping them in the 
Church, and they will grow up to be the best members that you will 
have in your denomination. 

Bisnop Werekitey. Mr. Chairman, I think I am all right on the 
question of taking children into the Church and of helping them 
in the Church, and of making Christians out of them, but, I honestly 
believe that it will be a grave mistake to adopt the amendment of- 
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fered by Doctor Roberts. I can see how we can go out this next 
year, and gather fifty or seventy-five thousand into the Church 
and gather many of those thousands from families outside of the 
Chureh and from parents who are not in the Christian church. That 
is possible, and so it ought to suffice to make them associate mem- 
bers of the Church or bring them in under the watch-care of the 
Church, and we will train them up in the right way. When they 
can exercise personal faith in Jesus Christ and accept him as their 
Savior and make an application to the Church, we will receive them 
in just as other people are received into full membership. I do hope 
that you will vote down this amendment. 

Bisnor H. H. Four. Mr. Chairman, I would like to ask Bishop 
Weekley whether he means to leave the impression that our oppor- 
tunity for training will be better with the child outside of the Church 
than with the child inside of the Church? I would like to have 
his answer to that question, does it give us a better chance of making 
an impression upon the child when it is not in the Church? Does 
it give us a better chance to train him under those conditions than 
to make him believe that he is one with us? 

Bishop WEEKLEY. There are many other questions involved, as 
Doctor Lowery has mentioned, in receiving persons into the Church. 
Here are children six months old, ten thousand brought in who are 


only six months old.: They know nothing about the Church, they 


cannot vote in the Church, they can take no part in the work of 
the Church. They are not expected to, and so for that reason I 
would say it would be better for the sake of the Church to recognize 
them as associate members under the watch-care of the Church than 
to take them into full membership at once. 

I can see how it would be possible for thousands to be gathered 
in yearly, and tens of thousands during the next quadrennium. 
There is a great deal of sentimentalism in this and we must be care- 
ful and not gather in thousands from families outside of the Church 
where there can be no religious training whatever. Now, I will read 
here, “On Page 22, Section 1, after Sub-section 4, insert the follow- 
ing as Sub-section 5, Believing according to the teaching of Jesus 
Christ that children are in the kingdom of heaven, pastors are au- 
thorized to baptize infants and receive them into the Church as as- 
sociate members when parents so desire.” Now, many parents out- 
side desire that. If a pastor will go to parents outside, to unsaved 
parents and make a request, they would grant it, they would yield 
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to do it. Thousands of them would do it. In this way you would 
gather them in where there would be no possible source of instrue- 
tion from those homes, and receive them into the Church. That is 
my understanding. a 

Mr. L. A. ArMenrrout, of Virginia Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I think that the amendment of Doctor Roberts, if it would be 
amended to read, “Members of the Church taken in or take the chil- 
dren in, who are members of the Church under Christian parents.” 
IT would like to say this, brethren. I have four girls in my home. 
Two of them are in their teens and are in the Church. I have two 
little ones. If you would ask them if they are Christians, and where 
they belonged, and to what church they belonged, they would tell 
you mighty soon, to the Hott Memorial United Brethren Church. 
And when the time comes that I want to take them into the United 
Brethren Church, I cannot go to them and say, “I want you to give 
your heart to God.” That would shock them. I belong to the Hott 
Memorial Church, and if we, as parents in doing our duty, reading 
the Word of God and holding family prayer, as we should every day, 
I will tell you I would rather have the children six months or six 
years old in the church than have lots of the people live to twenty 
and forty years of age, and take them in on the shake of the hand 
of the minister. Which would you’rather have? Give us the chil- 
dren. [Applause.] And I will make a motion to amend, that the 
resolution be amended to read, “Children whose parents are members 
of the Churech—Christian parents.” 

Rey. C. W. Recarp, of East Ohio Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
have not said anything in this General Conference because I am 
scared when I get on my feet, but I would like to make a confession 
this afternoon, and if I am guilty of being an anarchist in the prac- 
tice of experience in the religious life in the kingdom of God; I may 
stand penalized, but I do not stand convicted so far as my own heart 
tells me. 

When I was ten years old I wandered into an old United Brethren 
Church in the country, and when the appeal was made to come to 
Christ and to the altar and fellowship of the Church, my heart panted 
for the opportunity to know Jesus, and to be in his fellowship. I 
went to the altar of the old church and hands pushed me back and 
said, “You are too young to come into the Church,” and I went home 
weeping as though my) little heart were broken. And I wondered 
what it all meant. The next week, throughout the community it was 
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circulated about, that little Charley Recard wanted to join church 
and they wouldn’t let him. And a lot of the big folks of the Church 
said to me, “You made a mistake, Charley, you ought to wait till 
you are older to do a thing like that.” And so, I took their advice 
in the matter and went out into sin for eight years, and I would to 
God to-day that the memory of those days could be blotted out of 
my experience, and out of the history of my life. And when Jesus 
found me in the depths of sin, and I came into the Church and re- 
ceived a passion for the preaching of the gospel of Jesus, my hap- 
piest ambition was to find the children and to stand in the open 
breach and show the officials in the Church that as to the child, 
I am here to be a friend to him, and to lead him into the fellowship 
of Jesus Christ. And that is the confession that I want to make, 
that for eighteen years in the ministry, without respect to what the 
Discipline of the Church has said concerning this matter, I have 
followed the leadings of my heart, and wherever I found a child 
that was ready to come in, I received it into the Church. [ Applause. } 

I want to say further, brethren, that in all these years I have neve 
seen the day when we had too many children in the Church. The? 
are never in the majority in the administration of the business of 
the Church, they have not taken the reins of government and run 
away from the kingdom of Jesus Christ. And another thing that 
I want to say in that connection is this, brethren, that I have re- 
ceived a good many children in the Church whose parents were not 
Christians. If you are going to limit the reception of children to 
those whose parents are Christians, what will become of the other 
Charley Recards who are out in the world of sin with nobody t) 
look after them? When the Master finds them and tries to bring 
them by other means into the kingdom of light. I find this to be 
true, that by receiving many other children, not of Christian parents, 
we find the parents, and they have by hundreds followed in the 
pathway through which the child was leading them, into the king- 
dum of everlasting life. [ Applause. ] 

Less than a year ago we were able to find a child, and added it 
to the Cradle Roll of the Church, and in a few months from that 
time the parents of that child got started towards the United Brethre:: 
Sunday school. The father had not been in the church for twenty’ 
years. He ran away from his home in Germany and had neve- 
written a letter to his mother or to his father in all that time; a 
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wayward son from home and God. It was not but a few weeks until 
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this father, with his six children, every one of them little red- 
headed children, marched up in front of the United Brethren Church. 
And they had a photograph made before they came in to join the 
Church, and they sent the photograph back to Germany, and to-day 
they are among the happiest and the best that we have in connection 
of our church. [Applause.] 

Whatever you do, brethren, stick close to Jesus in all the business 
concerning the children, and you will not offend one of his little 
ones. I wish some Bishop would rise some day and preach a sermon 
on the text that you will find in connection with what Jesus said 
about the children. And it was simply this, “That he that receiveth - 
one of these little ones in my name receiveth me.” [Applause. ] 

Bisniop WEEKLEY. Just this word. We don’t seem. to understand 
one another at all. I want to set myself right with Doctor Recard. 
When Doctor Recard was eight or ten years of age he accepted Jesus 
Christ. That was all right. When the child is ten or six years old, 
and accepts Jesus Christ, we are al] agreed on that. It is those way 
back, six months old, two months old, and three months old that we 
are discussing about coming into the Church. 

Bisnop Four. I want to make an explanation. J think I was 
mistaken. When I referred to the children of Christian parents, I 
had reference especially and peculiarly to the infants but I stand here 
to declare my faith in the kingdom of childhood as the most inviting 
field for evangelism to-day. And to speak for the kingdom of child- 
hood as the mightiest in evangelism to-day. I hope you will vote 
for this amendment, and I care not what you may pronounce to-day, 
I am determined as for myself and for my household that there will 
never be a time in the life of my little child when she will know 
the hour that she wasn’t a member of the Church. [Applause.] 
And for that, I am responsible to my God. It is our heritage of 
childhood that I am interested in, and if we lét that go by, there is 
not much hope. 

Bisnop Howarp. Mr. Chairman, I am very much like Doctor Rec- 
ard in getting frightened. Since he spoke I am frightened worse than 
ever. It seems to me, brethren, that the difference between the two 
groups here represented, by Doctor Lowery on the one side, and so 
many brethren on the other, is one of interpretation. What is meant 
by associate members? Evidently the difference there, is not as to 
whether the child is in the kingdom of heaven or not, or in the 
Church or not—I think we are all agreed that such children are in 
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the Church, but the difficulty there, is in recognizing or expecting 


those children to exercise the right of suffrage in the business of 
the Church. 

I have in my home two boys, that, if you were to tell them that 
they were not Americans, you would soon have war on your hands. © 
They are Americans, but they have not the right of American cit- 
izens; they haven’t the right to vote. They are looked upon as 
citizens of this great Government, and my children have been taught 
from childhood that they belong to the Church, and yet I think 
that Doctor Lowery’s contention is exactly right—when business 
should be discussed, if such children everywhere were regarded as 
members, equal with the adults in:the exercises of the right of suf- 
frage; so shall we not interpret associate members there as non- 
voting members; and then when they come to the latter part of 
this article, to receive them into :full mehnbership, children who have 
accepted Christ as their Savion and have been properly instructed, 
when they come to that period of life, on some Decision Day let 
them accept Christ, let them be enrolled, and afterwards vote, whether 
seven, or eight, or nine, or ten, or thirteen years of age. 

Rey. J. B. Connerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. I would like 
to make a statement. If Doctor Roberts will place an age limit on 
that, say eight, or ten, or twelve years, I believe our trouble will be 
for the most part solved. I am for the amendment, if you will place 
an age limit. 

Secretary Keprenr. Pardon me just a moment. We have a ballot 
on the table in which there is no‘ election. If you could pause just 
a moment for the ballot to be announced, and take another ballot, it 
would not interfere with the question a bit. 

Secretary Keppel then read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF GENERAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


SECRETARY. 

First ballot. Number of votes cast 208, necessary for election 105. 
Ape RO DEK GS ake tyaxear si etece c= o's Heard NSAP SEI OMUMM Ons ee ms acti nee ces lA: 
AD (GS GEN ao Oa nA Vath pe MEE 2S SANK GS hre lose ae ee eo 28 
GEWrenecalGin feos oon Ol. Cree = DT CW DAKE «2. ecvsls-ne ete 60 
ibe (OeenOmidl an die tn cit errc noes sO Le PAS OW LINO os cist orale wate foo 84 
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No election. 
(Signed) C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 
Tut Presipent. You will prepare your ballots for General Sun- 


day-school Secretary: 
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Rev. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. I want to move 
as a substitute instead of the item here in question, the following: 


Believing according to the teaching of Jesus Christ that little 
children are eligible for the kingdom of heaven, pastors are author- 
ized to baptize infants and to receive them under the watch-care of 
the Church, when parents so desire, and to receive children into full 
membership when they have been properly instructed in the Word 
ot God and of our catechism upon the acceptance of Christ as their 
personal Savior. 


Seconded. 

Dr. J. E. SHannon, of White River Conference. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, I rise to speak to this substitute. I am impressed that there 
is a vast difference between the teachings of Jesus Christ upon the 
subject of childhood and a great deal that has been written, taught, 
and believed by a multitude of people who confess themselves fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. People have said, “Hold the children back, 
because they are little chunks of total depravity, crammed full of 
inborn sin.” I am not discussing whether that is the proper thiig 
or not in theology, but Jesus said, “Suffer them to come to me.” 
The difference between Jesus Christ and multitudes who are his 
followers is that he says, “Let. them come to me,” while his follow- 
ers have said, “Hold them back.” And I come to speak against the 
matter of associate membership, or under the watch-care of the 
Church. I am assuming that this committee and all of the others 
who have been making amendments’ and substitutes are meaning the 
same thing, both times when they say kingdom of heaven. I don’t 
know whether that is correct or not, but I am assuming that that 
is what we mean now. If the child is in the church of Jesus Christ 
when it comes into this world, and is eligible to the kingdom of 
heaven whether that is in this world or somewhere else, it surely is 
good enough for membership in a Church which has been organized 
to help along in the. work of the church in this lower world. 

And another thing, if it is now in the church of Jesus Christ, I am 
here to say that I can see no reason in the world for putting in there 
the statement, that when it comes to the place that it accepts Jesus 
Christ as its personal Savior it may be received into full membership 
in the Church. If it is already in the church of Jesus Christ, it is 
surely eligible to full membership in the Church now, and with this 
proper teaching and training with which he is to be impressed, he 
should surely be kept in the Church all the time, and the time for 
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it to be received into full membership is when it comes to the place 
‘that it accepts Jesus Christ as its personal Savior. 

I agree with the sentiment that has been expressed here, that it 
ought to be kept fully in the possession of the thought that it is 
a part of the church of Jesus Christ all the time, from the very start, 
and that it should never know, as has been said here, a day when it 
was outside of that fold—and here under the watch-care of the 
Church—pastors are authorized to baptize infants and to receive 
thei under the watch-care of the Church when parents so desire, 
and to receive them into full membership when they have been prop- 
erly instructed in the Word of God and our catechism, and accept- 
ance of Christ as their personal Savior. 

Who on earth is to decide when a given child has been properly 
instructed in the Word of God, when it has had enough of it, or 
instructed in the catechism, in the name of Christ, or in harmony 
with his teachings? Let that be required, and then furthermore 
teach them the Word of God. There is no room for associate mem- 
bers. They are either in or out. I am in for full membership for 
the children. I will tell you, people have been giving their experience 
and their genealogical records, ete. I have four living in this, 
world and one, I believe, living in the other, and if there is one 
thing that causes my heart to palpitate with joy more than com- 
mon, it is that my family is joined to the Church and we are re- 
ceived in the Church and enrolled in the Church while they were 
little ehildren. And they are there to-day, and I wouldn’t think of 
having them any other way. I am in for full membership for the 
children. [Applause. ] 

Rey. I. W. Bearss, of Georgia Conference. Mr. Chairman, my 
understanding is this: Jesus says, “Let them come unto me.” One 
man has said on this floor if he had a baby come into his house, 
his first prayer would be that the baby should be in the Church. 
It is quite different with me; my prayer would be to give me the 
ability to so teach that child, that as soon as it came to years of 
accountability and knew right from wrong it would want to come 
into the Church. [Applause.] Now, my youngest son joined the 
Church at seven and there wasn’t a better boy that I know of. I 
have a grandchild that came to the preacher when she was four years 
old, and wanted to join the Church, and she was taken in, and I was 
glad to receive her into the Chureh, but I want to say, my brethren, 
that I am in favor of the amendment or the substitute—the resolu- 
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tion that we are talking of now, because it brings them in after they 
have been taught. Now then, I understand that they are to be 
taken into the church of Jesus Christ when they are willing to come 
in, and they are to come to Jesus, and while they are subjects and 
ready to go to heaven if they die, before that time, they ought to be 
taught to come in, to come to Jesus just as soon as they are old 
enough to understand. 

Rev. A. B. Becurott, of Wisconsin Conference. I think we all 
agree on certain things, but I think there are some of them who 
don’t understand the question right. They seem to think that if 
this goes into the Discipline, even as amended, that it will become 
the part of the preacher to take them into the Church. That is all 
a mistake. I don’t see that there is going to be a very great dif- 
ference between what it has been, and what it is now, or what it has 
been and what it will be with this as amended. 

If you are a Christian man and are keeping up the family altar 
as you ought to, if you are training your children in the way they 
ought to go, I say there is no need of the child sowing his wild oats 
and then being brought back. Never let him sow it; teach him from 
an infant that he is one of God’s children and the Christian parents 
are the very ones that want that child to join the Church. 


The man that is outside don’t want his children to join the Church 
until they are ready to join, and then make it an age limit just as 
we have, in the Sunday school; I think it is twelve years old, as de- 
fined in the Discipline. And they will not be ready to vote until 
twelve years old, but for heaven’s sake don’t understand that you 
are compelled to take every child into the Church. T say that the 
parents that cannot answer the questions, that are not willing to 
promise that they will bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord, their children ought not to be brought into the Church, 
But when good parents bring them and offer them, we ought to 
take them in. ; 

Dr. A. P. Funknouser. I move that this part of the paper be 
referred to the committee for restatement. 

Rev. G. E. Berrcu. Mr. Chairman, T second it, because I don’t 
know how to vote. 

The motion to refer was adopted. 

Docror Funknousrr. I move that we do now adjourn, 


Seconded. © 
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Tue Presipent. The secretary will state the result of the ballot 
now for General Sunday-school Secretary. 
Seeretary Keppel read as follows: 
REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF GENERAL SECRETARY OF 
THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOARD, 
Second ballot. Number of votes cast 208, necessary to election, 105. 


lew OP @ridlarid snc fc oe els Naas Sire Pc eH Me a acre em ee ane I 
Meme emelati lowe. ee teers te see Oe We. Brew baker-....:..0<eccceeece 56 
Meeks rlonline—=. ecesc... oo DSSS As DOWN = cl oie is oak OO 
eee Carter = of. cne eens ; 


Seas, : 
(Signed) C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tur Present. H. A. Dowling is elected General Secretary of the 
Sunday-school Board. ss 

After several announcements were made, the motion to adjourn 
prevailed, and the benediction was pronounced by Rev. Philo W. 
Drury, of Porto Rico. 


EIGHTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
Fripay, May 16, 1913. 

Bishop Kephart presided at the opening. 

‘Dr. A. W. Drury conducted the devotional exercises. 

Rev. Ray Upson led in singing “Trusting Jesus.” 

Doctor Drury read the Seventy-third Psalm, with comments, and 
led the Conference in prayer. 

Bishop Bell then took charge and presided over the sessions of the 
Conference. 

Tur Presipent. The secretary will read the journal of yesterday’s 
proceedings. : 

Secretary Siddall read the minutes of Thursday’s sessions, and 
same were approved. 

Tur Prestwpenr. Is there any miscellaneous business that should 
have the attention of the body. 

Pror. H. M. Ampross, of North Kansas Conference. The laymen 
have a couple of resolutions they would like to present. 

Wuereas, The time of this General Conference is fast coming to 


a close, and, 
Wuereas, Very important business remains yet to be done, we, the 
laymen, in session, desire to present the following resolutions: 


*Reyv. H. A. Dowling resigned after the close of Conference session and Dr. C. W, Brew* 
baker was chosen unanimously by the Board. 


489 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


First. That speakers be limited to five minutes. 
Seeond. That the boards be elected by a plurality vote. 
(Signed) 
Jay M. Cogan, President. 
H. M. Ampross, Secretary. 


Tur Presiwent. This resolution is before you.’ Are you ready to 
vote? The General Conference will notice that this would eall for 
a suspension of your rules. 

Dr. A. P. Funxuouser. I think the motion should be divided. 

Proressor AmBrose. We have no objection to that. 

Sroretary Kerppet. The first item is that the speakers be limited 
to five minutes, and the second is that the boards be elected by plu- 
rality vote. JI would like to make an amendment to the first propo- 
sition; that the speakers be limited to three minutes. 

This amendment was seconded and adopted. 

The item, as amended, was adopted. 

Tue Preswwent. Now, read the second part. 

Secretary Kepret. The second is that the members of the boards 
be elected by pluralities. 

Dr. A. P. FunkHouser. In our procedure of election, the time 
taken is in the counting and not in the Conference. The boards 
will have more authority if elected by a majority vote. 

Pror. I. J. Goop, of White River Conference. Our lay delegates 
are rather divided on that item. 

Proressor Amerosrt. It was stated that a good deal of time was 
taken up by this arrangement of a majority vote. We are not in- 
sistent upon that. The purpose of it was to save time. 

This second part of the resolution did not prevail. 

Mr. A. H. Laveusaum, of Sandusky Conference. I have this reso- 
lution to present: 


Resolved, That when the twenty-sixth General Conference ad- 


journs, that it adjourn to meet at the call of the Bishops, should 
there be necessity for special meetings. 


H. H. Lauveneaum. 
J. M. Knicur. 
Secretary Kerrey. If the chair please, the Committee on Church 
Union will report on that same subject for a different purpose, and 
provide for this adjournment. 
Tue Present. The answer of the committee is that it is pro- 


vided for, so if that pleases you, we will not go farther with your 
resolution. 
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G. W. Hoyt, of Georgia Conference, was excused because of sick- 
ness of his wife. 

Rey. J. B. Connerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. There was a 
party asked me yesterday if the Conference was holding secret ses- 
sions; that, there was nothing in the great dailies concerning the 
Conference. I wonder if the Committee on Correspondence is fur- 
nishing items to the daily press? That is a matter that ought to be 
handled by the Associated Press in this city, and it is understood 
that there is such a representative. Perhaps we might get better 
publicity by having a Press Committee, and having a larger distri- 
bution of news. 

Tue Preswent. Let us have a motion right promptly, if that is. 
what you want to do; have a Committee on Publicity. 

Proressor AmBrosE. J move such a committee be appointed. 

Seconded. 

Mr. E. 8. Nevupine, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Isn’t it get- 
ting pretty late for a committee of that kind? 

Mr. Roscoe Brane addressed the. Conference, saying: I want to 
say to the Conference, as press representative appointed by the 
Associated Press, that they wrote to about seventy of the dailies of 
the leading cities of the denomination, and there were only four 
that would use the material at all, and there isn’t an Associated Press 
representative at the table, and if the dailies will use the matter 
that will be sent them, there will be abundant publicity given to the 
Conference. The dailies will not use it; that is the reason. 

The motion to appoint a Publicity Committee was then withdrawn. 

Dr. R. J. Wuitrr. Just a few words in regard to Sugar Grove 
Seminary, located in Erie, New York Conference. We have been 
forgotten, but we are still on the map, and we want you to realize 
and appreciate that the school is in existence. It is finishing its 
twenty-seventh year, and God’s blessing has rested upon the school: 
We are very happy just now in having as our principal, the son of 
Bishop Kephart, and I believe he is named after the man who gave 
the first land for Leander Clark University; that is, when it was 
Western College. He is a hard-working, hustling young man, and 
has doubled the attendance of the school during the past year. We 
are not afraid of being closed up because of debt, nor are we afraid 
that we will lose our standing because our curriculum is not up to 
where it ought to be. We have never aimed at being a college. We 
have simply been running the journey as an academy, and we were 
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very glad to know that our students are accepted without examina: 
tion in all the schools of the Chureh—eolleges of the Church, and 
T notice that the colleges are very glad to receive our students, and 
what little money we have to give them. We only wish we had more 
money to give, One of the professors of Otterbein’ University in- 
formed meé that a young mai who is a graduate of Sugar Grove 
Seminary; went to Otterbein University and completed his course 
there; and that he was the brightest student they ever had in the 
university up to that time. He is now a member of the faculty in 
the Smithsonian Institution, at Washington. We want you to know, 
friends, that we are proposing the carrying on of our work, and 
with the blessing of God, we expect to continue in the: fight. Two 
of our students are now with us, as our delegates, and we are proud 
of them and of their achievements, 

Now, just a word about our Conference. We are the great North- 
east, and I want you to understand that a good part of the conti- 
nent is within our territory. Of course, we have not occupied New 
York City, but it is ours, and all we need is simply to just go ahead 
and enter it. 

Mr. H. C. Cripiranp, of Miami Conference. I have a resolution 
to present, 

Tue Presipent. Read it. _ ; 

Mr. Cridland read the resolution, as follows: 


Wuereas, San Francisco is to hold an international exposition in 
1915, under the name of the Panama-Pacific International Expo- 
sition, in celebration of the completion and opening of the Panama 
Canal; and, 

Wuereas, The United States of America and many States of the 
United States are supporting the Panama-Pacific Exposition with 
large appropriations; and, 

Wuereas, San Francisco is inviting the world to the Panama- 
Pacific Exposition; and, 

Wuereas, The authorities of the Panama-Pacific Exposition pro- 
pose to conduct the exposition in a manner repugnant to the Chris- 
tian people of America, and of the world, by keeping the exposition 
open on Sunday, by permitting the free distribution of intoxicating 
liquors on the exposition grounds, and by allowing unclean and im- 
moral shows on the exposition grounds; and, 

WuereEas, The exposition authorities are standing for a policy in 
the management of the exposition, and in the government of the 
city of San Francisco, commonly known as a “wide-open policy”; 
and, 
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Wuereas, Such a policy will make the exposition a menace to the 
physical and moral welfare of those who may attend the exposition ; 
now, therefore,. be it ; 

Resolved by the General Conference of the United Brethren in 
Christ, representing more than three hundred thousand members, 
that we protest against this dangerous policy of the Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition; be it 

Resolved, That this General Conference, in the name of the more 
than three hundred thousand Ohristians whom it represents, peti- 
tions the authorities of the Panama-Pacific International Exposition 
to conduct the exposition in harmony with the highest standards of 
our Christian civilization; be it 
__ Resolved, That unless the-authorities of the exposition shall adopt 
such a policy as will make the exposition a safe place, physically and 
morally, for those who may attend the exposition, that we join with 
all others who pledge themselves not to attend the exposition. 

Marx Keprpet. 
H. C. Crimuanp. 


Dr. M. R. Drury, of California Conference. I feel that we ought 
to be sure of our facts before drawing conclusions. JI am not sure 
that the allegations are correct. I would be glad to hear from Bishop 
Bell, who perhaps is informed as to the real situation. 

Tue Present. I think the paper should be referred to Professor 

~ Keppel, who is connected with the- motion. 

Secretary Keppen. The authorities of the Panama-Pacifie Expo- 
sition, acting in concert with the municipal authorities of the city 
and county of San Francisco, have been protesting strenuously 
against the action by the State legislature against not closing the 
saloons of San Francisco from two o’clock in the morning until six 
o’clock in the morning, because they want them to run all night, 
all the day, all the time. They have announced that they expect to 
keep the exposition open on Sunday. They want to allow liquors to 
be sold in the restaurants, and other places of refreshment, upon 
the exposition grounds, and they wish the right to distribute intoxi- 
eating liquors of all kinds, and to serve these free to those who come 
there. There are other things we might have said in the resolution 
that we didn’t say. The exposition authorities and the city of San 
Francisco are standing together on the proposition that the 2,200 
saloons of San Francisco shall run wide open all the time. If it were 
not for the State of California, outside of San Francisco, wishing 
them closed for four hours, this would not have been done, but the 
2,200 saloons wish it done otherwise. This State gave five millions 
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of dollars to the exposition and will not stand for the open saloon 
all the time, and when they attempt to change the Sunday part of 
it, and sell liquors on the ground, then some of our people whose 
backbones are in good shape on the position, said, “You have recon- 
structed San Francisco; the people from southern Europe are com- 
ing, and we want an exposition that will not offend their tender 
sensibilities”; but they all have said, “We don’t care a rap for what 
becomes of the people of San Francisco.” 

Dr. A. P. Funkuousrr. I understand that this is a personal 
pledge that not one of us is going to that exposition, and that great 
exposition will be held without a representative of this Church being 
allowed to go on the grounds. Now, I think we all want to protest 
against all these things, but why undertake to do what we can’t do 
here? The Bishop of that district will not dare to enter that expo- 
sition ground, nor a man who represents us, without violating the 
action of this Conference, if we pass these resolutions. If we pro- 
test against the thing, then we certainly can leave the balance to 
our private Judgment and conscience. 

Mr. H. C. Criptann. The same resolution is being passed by many 
chautauquas in the- country, and many of the church assemblies, 
just as we have presented it here to-day; practically the same reso- 
lution. 

Docror FunkuHouser. I move that the last part be stricken out. 

Seconded, 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. May that part 
be read 4 

Mr. CripLanp read again the part referred to, which Doetor Funk- 
houser moved to strike out. 

Pror. H. M. Amprose. I don’t see any use of trying to enforce 
this on our individual mind. It could not do any good in the first 
place, and in the second place, this General Conference has no right 
under the sun to say we shall not go, 

Dr. C. M. Brooxz, of Oklahoma Conference. I wish to say that 
I don’t think the Conference has a right, and I will be the judge 
whether it is a sin for me to go, or not. Sometimes I have run in 
front of a street car or a train. Other fellows couldn’t get away, 
and thought it was a sin to take the chances. Maybe sometimes my 
judgment is not as it ought to be, and if I thought it was a sin I 
would not go, and if I didn’t think it was, I would go. I am not 
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as much embarrassed on that as I am on the financial part. 
[ Laughter. ] : 

‘Bishop Maruews. I submit to you that there are persons in this. 
Conference that necessarily now and then have to stop at a hotel 
where they sell liquor. There is no way by which to put that kind 
of a limitation, no matter how it moves our hearts. Such a rule as 
that, brethren, I should say is very unwise. 

The motion to strike out did not prevail. 

Docror FunKkuouser. I call for a division. ~ 

Tue Presipenr. <A division is called for. As many as would 
eliminate this matter will stand and be counted. : 

Prorrssor Kepret. I am not willing to attempt to force the reso- 
lution through the Conference, and with the consent of my ‘second, 


_ 1 will withdraw that second resolution. 


Tur Presipent. A vote is called for. As many as will strike out 
this last part, rise and be counted. 

Secretary Kerprev. Point of order. The rules of this Confer- 
ence call for every member to vote unless excused. 

Tur Present. Unless they ask to be excused from voting, every 
one is expected to vote. 

Docror Funxuouser. I do not think this is an issue that ought 
to be so taken here. We all believe in the same thing. We live 
under a government that endorses and is in partnership with the 
liquor traffic, and we don’t pledge ourselves not to be parties to that 
government, nor member of it. We cannot help conditions, and I 
move that this be rewritten and made advisory, rather than compul- 
sory. 

Seconded. 

Secretary Keppei. If the chair please, that is exactly what the 
resolution is now, without any amendment to it. Will the author 
please read it? 

Mr. Cridland again read the resolution. 

Sroretary Keprrt. The judgment of every man and woman is 
individual upon the question whether it is a sin for him to attend 
the exposition. ee 

Docror Funxuouser. Without going into our official action, I 
stand pledged every day and minute to conduct myself that way, 
and I don’t need the official action of this Conference to direct me 
nor lead me in these lines, but when I get up here and say that I 
pledge myself not to go if it is not morally to my liking; that I 
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pledge myself not to go unless these conditions named are made to 
suit my notions; if I met Bishop Bell at that great exposition, I 
would feel that we were violating our pledge, and a man might come 
up and accuse us and say, “You were a member of that General 
Conference, were you not?” What do our resolutions mean ? 

FE. L. Suuny, of Miami Conference. It is not simply the danger 
that will be in the liquor, or other things that will be there that 
needs rebuke. It is the open, flagrant, determined attitude of the 
management of the city and of the exposition to flaunt the evil in 
the faces of the people of this country. You might as well whistle 
towards the North Pole as to pass resolutions without a whip at 
the end. 

Bisoop Marruews. My impression was that it was an arbitrary 
statement. I stand as an individual, connected with other organ- 
izations, absolutely and eternally against flaunting in our faces the 
evils to which Mr. Shuey refers. I am opposed to that. I am only 
opposed to putting an arbitrary limitation upon the individual con- 
science of persons. I think this General Conference ought to record 
this with a ringing protest. [Applause.] If you will put in words 
that will be very careful of the individual right. 

Rey. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. I voted to strike out 
this item a few moments ago, but.on reconsideration of it, and re- 
reading, there is a different phase of it to my mind. So far as I 
am concerned, | am willing to vote down this dmendment to the 
amendment, and pass it back to the committee to bring it again 
and vote it in full. 

A. E. Roose, M.D., of Allegheny Conference. I would just like 
to know what good it will do to make our protest against opening of 
the exposition on the Sabbath, or the saloon. If we pledge ourselves, 
I am in favor of the original proposition. ; 

Bisuop Kepuart. JI am not entirely sure that I understand the 
paper fully, but it seems that there is a general and indefinite state- 
ment in connection with it, and that statement is that unless econdi- 
tions are physically and morally unsafe. With such an indefinite 
statement, who is to decide? If we will say that in our individual 
judgment for each one, all right; but in this proposition there is a 
general statement that unless conditions.are made so, then we will 
not attend. a don’t know whether you are talking about the open 
saloon in connection with the exposition, or the opening of the 
exposition on the Sabbath day, or gambling, or what is referred 
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to, or whether all of these are referred to. I don’t exactly under- 
stand all of that. In some way we ought to show that we, as a body, 
pass our judgment upon the conditions as they are. now proposed, 
and therefore refuse to attend, and not leave it open for construc- 
tion, or refer it to be settled by individual judgment, else each one 
is at liberty to do as he thinks proper. I am sure that no one in 
this Conference is willing to give his endorsement to an institution 
on the Pacific Coast that proposes to flaunt indecency and Sabbath: 
desecration and disrespect for all that is right, in the presence of 
the church and the nation, if we know exactly what we mean. If 
we know exactly what we are doing, brethren, let us be clear and 
specific, and if we mean those things; if we mean to say if the 
saloon is open, if the Sabbath is desecrated, if gambling is allowed, 
say we will not go there. If we say that the moral conditions are 
such, we leave it indefinite, which I think has no significance at 
all; so I wish we could say exactly what we mean, by a statement 
of the question, whether proper or not, to leave it to the individual 
judgment, and not have it implied, as it stands now, that this Gen- 
eral Conference ‘somehow or somewhere is passing judgment. If we 
say we will-leave it to the individual judgment, then we will do it. 

Dr. J. T. Roserrs, of White River Conference. I move the pre- 
vious question. 

Seconded. 

Previous question was ordered. 

The amendment to strike out did not prevail. 

The paper, without amendment, was then adopted. [Applause. ] 

Dr. W. R. Funx. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make this state- 
ment in reference to Hon. Matt. Edmonds. Many of you know that 
he went home last Saturday evening ill. I just received a letter 
from his family, saying that he is in a critical condition, and I 
believe it would be right, in view of what he has done for the Church, 
and is willing to do for the Church, that the Committee on Corres- 
pondence send them a message and greeting of some kind—some 
sort of greeting. 

On motion of Dr. C. M. Brooke, this was adopted. 

Bisnop Keruarr. Mr. Chairman, we have a brief resolution, to 
which I think there will be no exception taken. — 


Wuerras, We have heard with great interest and profit the address 
of br. P. A, Baker, superinéendent of the National Anti-Saloon 
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League on “The Next and Final Step,” expressing their hope of 
the early prohibition of the liquor traffic, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That we “thank God and take courage,” and pledge to 
God, the nation, and the Church we represent, a renewed, a more 
energetic, and uncompromising attack that shall never halt until the 
last saloon is abolished, and the “land of the free” rests im peace 
under the untarnished folds of a stainless flag. 
(Signed) 
Cyrus J. Keptrart. 
G. M. Marurws. 
This resolution was adopted. 
Bisnop WeEEKLEY. I have a resolution which I wish to offer, and 
I-don’t think it will provoke any discussion. It is not for the Dis- 
cipline, but is to go into the records of this General Conference. 


Wuereas, The tendency of the age is-towards worldly amusements, 
and pleasure seeking, and, ; 

‘Wuereas, The pressure upon our young people from such sources 
is becoming more trying all the time, and, 

WuHerEAS, Such tendeney is against the spiritual welfare of the 
saunas and the most effective work of the local church, therefore, 

e it : 

Resolved, As the sense of this General Conference, that we earn- 
estly warn our people against such amusements and associations and 
influences as are to be found in connection with the theater, ball- 
room, social ecard club, and the like, and prayerfully entreat the 
membership of the Church to carefully and persistently shun these 
things for the sake of a living Christ, and for the sake of the un- 
saved, who look to them for the best there is in the Christian life. 

I move its adoption. 


Seconded. 

Rey. M. O. McLauveuuin, of East Nebraska Conference. I dislike 
very much to differ in the matter of this resolution, offered by our 
beloved Bishop, but I fear that it will create a wrong impression 
among those that we desire to reach. In the church of which T am 
pastor, I have never preached a sermon nor referred directly or in- 
directly in a sermon to the subject of dancing or card playing or 
theater-going, but there are very few of our people that do these 
things, because we provide other things for them in the Church. The 
church is a social center in the community. I want to give you 
one illustration: A young lady, who became a member of our 
church about three years ago, up until that time was one of the 
greatest dancers in the city, and I had heard her say that she 
“would rather dance than eat,” but after she became a member of 
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our church, she told me that within three months afterwards that 
she didn’t attend dances any more; that she abhorred the very 
thought of it, and she said that such amusements were so gross that 
she couldn’t understand why she had ever had any interest in them. 
She said that the personal associations, as she came there and spent 
nearly all of her evenings at the church with the young people in 
their social and religious work, that these associations were so much 
higher and so much more blessed, that the very thought of the other 
things were abhorrent, and many others have said the same thing. 
I do believe, Mr. Chairman, I am sincere in this, that the making 
of a fence around is a mistake, and what we need is something on 
the positive side, and enough of social and religious provisions in 
our Church to keep the young people busy, and then they won’t 
want to attend these things, and I believe that this resolution will 
create a wrong impression, rather than a right one. 

Mr. J. W. Martin, of Southeast Ohio. I was just going to raise 
the question, Mr. Chairman, how are we going to overcome the 
enemy, unless we fight him? [Applause. ] 

The resolution was then adopted, amid applause. 

Pror. A. A. Maysinies, of Miami Conference. According to your 
directions, the Committee on Correspondence has sent the following: 


Decatur, Inuinois, May 16, 1913. 
Dr. W. J. Shuey, Dayton, Ohio. 

Dear Brother: The General Conference of the United Brethren 
in Christ is mindful that for the first time in nearly sixty years 
you are absent from its counsels. 

Out of a heart of gratitude for its fellowship with you in years 
gone by, for your most valuable service in its behalf, for your con- 
tinued interest in it, we send you our warmest greetings, and pray 
that God may continue his manifold blessings upon you. 

(Signed) ComMMITTEE ON CoRRESPONDENCE. 


On motion, this report was approved. 

Secretary Keppel then read a telegram from the Illinois State 
Sunday-school Association, in session at Beardstown, Illinois, May 
13, 1913, sent to Bishop Mathews, care of the United Brethren Gen- 
eral Conference, from the Executive Committee, wishing God’s rich- 
est blessings on the Conference. Signed by the secretary of the IIli- 
nois State Sunday-school Association. 

On motion, this was referred to the Committee on Correspondence 
for a return message. 
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At this point, Dr. Samuel H. Kirkbride, representing the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, was introduced to the Conference, and presented 
the claims of the society and the good work accomplished. 

Tur Presipenr. The remarks of Doctor Kirkbride are appreci- 
ated, and the committee will report on this. We thank you for your 
presence. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. The Committee on 
Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young People, has its final report, 
and we wish it referred to the printer. 

On motion, this was referred. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. We ask for an early con- 
sideration of the balance of the report of the Committee on Chris- 
tian Stewardship. This has already been adopted as to the main 
plan. 

Mr. R. HW. Bennerr, of Neosho Conference. I have a resolution 
that I desire to offer, 


Wnuereas, There is in this General Conference a strong under- 
current of feeling that we have possibly exceeded a reasonable limit 
of expenses to be met within the next quadrennium, and the work. 
of the Church Erection Society and the Home Missionary Society 
can be easily conducted under the supervision of a single general 
secretary, therefore, be it A at 

Resolved, That there be elected one general secretary, who shall 
have supervision of these two interests. 

(Signed) 
R. H. Bennerv. 
Grorce MiLuer. 


Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. I endorse this 
resolution. 

Tue Preswent. The resolution is duly signed, supported, and is 
before you, except that it will be considered later. 

Rey. J. F. Turner, of Kentucky Conference, was excused from the 
Conference. 

Mr. A. H. Lavcupaum, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
there is a motion before the house, as I recall Mr. Bennett’s motion. 
Tue Presipent. Reread the resolution offered by Mr. Bennett. 

Dr. I. A. Hotsroox, of Iowa State Conference. I regret. that I 
need to say anything about this resolution, but the very plan that 
is here proposed has been tried in other denominations, 


The very 
people who have had this particular thing 


are now trying to get away 
from it. It is a matter of fact, in my own personal experience, and 
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the experience of the rest of you men who have tried to raise some 
money, that you cannot present two or three interests by the same 
man, at the same time. It will cost just as much money for you to 
go back to see him as it will cost for some other man to go to see 
him on a different topic, and besides that, this United States is big 
enough that no one man can run over it three or four times on 
different topics and see the men of affairs of this Church, during 
a single quadrennium. Individually, I don’t want to see our Church 
Erection Society get one dollar less, but the fact is, I would like to 
see them get more, and especially in my new church enterprise. In 
the second place, I would like to see our Home Missionary Society 
get more money. ‘There are scores of fields into which we ought 
to go, and it seems to me we are simply losing ground, if we under- 
take to put these two things together, and with one man we will get 
comparatively little more than we do for one society now, and I am 
opposed to the resolution, and should like to urge even stronger meas- 
ures, not more secretaries, but a stronger efficiency, touching these 
great schools. They are for the youth, and to bring the youth into 
our’ Church, that means elements of progress in the years to come, 
and if this thing is done, I don’t think the work will go forward as 
efficiently as it has been going, 

Dr. I. E Run, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I don’t know 
why the motion is made for one secretary. It doesn’t seem to me, 
from a financial standpoint to be a necessity. Possibly a saving 
could be made of $500. In the second place, when we consider what 
the secretaries have done in their various departments, we must 
recognize at once that here is the wisdom of having the two. I 
don’t think the work that should be done for these societies can be 
done by the action of one secretary alone. When we take the work 
that has been accomplished by the two, we will see that here is the 
same question that existed when we separated the Home from the 
Foreign Missionary Society; that is, in the quadrennium when the 
Foreign and the Home Missionary Society, and the Church Erection 
Society were made. The wisdom was shown in advance and the 
Home Missionary Society has accomplished things no one before 
had dreamed of; and so with the Church Erection Society, under 
the leadership of a secretary that made the thing a business propo. 
sition, in many respects, and carried forward a wise administration. 
T don’t believe that. one secretary can administer the affairs of both 
departments with equal skill, and for the small consideration of 
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$500 we cannot afford to lose $10,000 in the income of these two 
societies. 

Dr. A. J. Hawnins, of White River Conference. I think any one 
who knows me will not accuse me of being very liberal in multiply- 
ing these offices. But, we stand to-day face to face for an advance. 
Not that we have not had progress, but even increased progress in 
our home missionary enterprises. We cannot afford to load upen 
our Home Missionary Department anything more than it has. Be- 
sides the characteristics that would qualify a man for intelligent 
service in the Home Missionary Department are not the character- 
istics that would qualify him for eminent suecess in the other de- 
partments. They require two men of different capacity, and all 
there is of the two men, to do justice to these two departments of our 
Church. I should hate to see this motion carried. 

Mr. E. L. Suuny, of Miami Conference. We all know efficiency 
depends largely upon the responsibility in planning, and a division 
of the responsibility in the execution of the work of a great cor- 
poration. The great bodies of this country are reducing their boards 
and organizations to as small a number as possible, in order that there 
may be clear planning at the center, and then they are giving each 
man his responsibility, and making it smaller and smaller, that he 
may intensify his work. It seems to me we are beginning at the 
wrong end. I would like to vote to have one board for Church 
Erection and Home Missions, because they are very closely allied in 
their general plan. And then, I am willing to stand for two men or 
a dozen men, if necessary, to carry out their executive work and give 
us the best results possible. I am not prepared to offer an amend- 
ment because I don’t know the wording of the resolution exactly, 
but what I would like to do is to amend simply that there shall be 
one board of trustees or whatever they are called, for Church Erec- 
tion and Home Missions. 

BisHop Marnews. May I call your attention to the fact that those 
departments are so kindred that one board could serve very efficiently, 
and may I call your attention to the fact that if there was one sec- 
retary, he would have to have an assistant, and economically it 
would not save anything. If you have one board, that seems to be 
quite a saving. 

Bisnop H, H. Four. I would like to second Mr. Shuey’s motion. 
I can see how these two departments can be controlled by one board, 
but after having been chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
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Home Missionary Society, with the increasing demands, it would 
require a good deal of argument, to lead me to the conclusion that 
we ought to retrench at this point, which means the enlargement of 
the base that is absolutely necessary to assist us in carrying out the 
larger things that we are attempting in the Conference. The facts 
are, there must be added emphasis on the home mission work. We 
need to put new emphasis upon these two departments of work. I 
think that one board can put on the emphasis and_ shape the pol- 
icies, and I do not believe there are two positions open in the denom- 
ination as the new quadrennium faces us, that requires greater 
strength of manhood and efficiency than these two. 

Tuer Presipent. This statement by Bishop Fout is really a second, 
with the understanding that Mr. Shuey made a motion. Mr. Shuey, 
did you make a motion to amend? 3 
~~ Mr. E. L. Saury. If that amendment is proper, I would lke to 

offer it then as a motion, not having the wording of the motion, I 
am not sure. : : 

Tur Presipent. We will hear the resolution read. 

Seeretary Siddall read the original resolution. 

Mr. Suury. Therefore, I would substitute the word “board” for 
’ “secretary.” 

Tue Presipent. And now, Bishop Fout, do you second that? 

Bisuor Four. I second that. 

Mr. L. O. Minter, Church Treasurer. Mr. President, I would 
like the privilege of making a statement, if you will grant it? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Mr. L. O. Minter. And when I make this statement, I trust that 
you will not think that I am interested at all in the matter of selec- 
tion of secretaries. I believe that I can understand as fully as any 

one can, your financial conditions and your needs, and it is my 
judgment, brethren, my candid, honest judgment, that so far as the 
needs of these departments are concerned, and the gatherings of 
funds to meet the conditions that will confront us, and the demands 
that will come to these boards, it is a physical impossibility for one 
man to do that work. Let me say this, and let me be understood in 
it when I do say it, that the secretaries and the officers who serve 
you are doing the hardest work that any set of men can do. If some 
of you have the impression that they have an easy job, I want to 
tell you that that is a wonderful mistake. I do not say that because 
I am an officer myself, but I say it because of the times that I have 
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seen these men in their offices from early morning until late at 


night, hard at it, every hour of the day. Let me refer to Church 
‘rection interests, which, in. all probability, would be the one to 
suffer, if you consolidated the secretaries. We have on the books 
of that society at the present time, seventy-five thousand and some 
dollars that are due the treasury. We have appeal upon appeal from 
all over this Church for help in that particular department, which 
we cannot give, because these funds are not being returned, and 
you must have somebody whose particular business it will be, to look 
after these outstanding and overdue loans, and a man who has 
upon his heart Home Missions, can’t give that time to the consider- 
ation of Church Erection interests and do for that department what 
ought to be done for it, and I am in hearty sympathy with the thought 
of creating one board. And I would go farther, although some of 
the members of these committees do not agree with me, about having 
one board and one committee, but I do appeal to you, considering 
the real needs of the Church in these two departments, that you 
will not consolidate the work under the head of one secretary. 


Pror. J. H. Ruesusu, of Virginia Conference. Mr. President, as 


a member of the Board of Church Erection, I feel like I would like 
to sustain that motion. I am a mere layman, and I have served four 
years on Church Erection, and it is my conviction that one board 
ought to serve both departments, and we would save at least $1,000 
in expense. I don’t want to be criticized, but it does scem to me, 
when a man is sent to General Conference, or on a board, he has 
an obligation to perform according to his own judgment of what is 
right; otherwise he ought not to be on that board and ought not 
to serve. I think we have a splendid Church Erection Secretary. 
What may be said here refers to no man, but to the general duties 
of the work. There is this feeling among the laymen that when we 
elect secretaries, those secretaries ought not do merely office work, 
but they ought to be out among the people. That is the general opin- 
ion among the laymen, and the truth is, brethren, that in these 
departments we have had four departments and four salaries. T 
wish we might have one board and two good, strong secretaries, and 
that they might be out over the Church and secure the funds that 
these departments need, and that our office work might be done with 
cheaper help. I hope I am understood and not criticized by any one, 
because I love these brethren and I love the work as being a member 


504 


as 


<< 


ey z / 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST — 


of this board, and [love these boards, but I would rather stay at 
home than waste the money, for two boards are a waste. 

Dr. W. O. Jonns, of East Nebraska Conference. Myr. President, 
I would like to say in the beginning that there are no’ two men in 
this Church who are held in higher esteem by myself than the sec- 
retaries of these two boards, but I heartily favor the motion to have 
this work under one board. J will just simply call attention to the 
fact that both of the boards, as they now exist, have field secretaries, 
and our only thought, of-course, was to lessen the expense of admin- 
istration. Jf I am reliably informed, we have already made provi- 
sion, for an increase of $29,000 a year, here in the matter of sal- 
aries. If you multiply that by four you will get what the increase 
will be for the quadrennium. I am also informed by some of the 
greatest conferences in this denomination, that they cannot collect 
an additional cent. I am also reminded of the fact that while it 
may take a great deal of argument to convince some men that we 
are right, I want. to say that it takes tremendous evidence to 
convince the laity of the Church that they shall double up on these 
propositions, and I do believe the time is come when we ought to 
give careful consideration and in the wisest way possible make some 
provision at least by which we can meet this additional expense that 
confronts us during the next quadrennium. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. Mr. President, may I have a word on this sub- 
ject? I believe this is very important for this denomination. I 
think the time is here to take a definite view—stand at a definite 
viewpoint, and look at this whole proposition of church finances. 
This denomination, of course, has been doing splendid work in the 
past years, but the difficulty isn’t in the fact that we do not have 
enough money to run the affairs of this denomination, but the dif- 
ficulty has been in reaching the people and educating them to the 
opportunity that is theirs. We have, in our conferences, so many 
persons who are not interested in any of these departments. I ven- 
ture the statement to-day, in this presence, that if you were to calcu- 
late carefully, not fifty per cent. of the membership of this denomi- 
nation are interested in Home Missions, or Foreign Missions, or 
Church Erection, and I-am sure not: twenty-five per cent. of them 
are interested in Christian Education. When I used the word “inter- 
ested,” I meant to the point of going down in their pockets, and 
contributing liberally, as they ought to contribute to these enter- 
prises. Now, if that is the case, what ought we to consider in con- 
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nection with it? Ought we to cut down the administrative work 
and not work this uncultivated territory? Some one says,“I have 
a farm, it does not pay.” Why does it not pay? The simple reason 
in most cases is this, the ground has not been properly cultivated, or 
a part of that ground has not been cultivated at all. That is the 
situation in this Church to-day. You go into a congregation that 
is awake on these propositions—go into a congregation where the 
General Secretary, by educational processes, has touched the life of 
the local congregation, through the pastor, through the Young Peo- 
ple’s society, through the Sunday school, through all the organized 
forces of that church, and has brought them up to the conviction 
that is worth while, so that they see it as it ought to be, as it relates 
to the great field where the souls of men are at stake and I tell you, 
there is never a question at that point as to money. And so I say 
to-day, that we do not want to retrench at a vital point here. It is 
efficieney that we need in every department of this church life, so 
that you, my brethren, and the laity who are here—representative 
men, who from the very love of your hearts have gone to the full 
length of your financial ability to pay, and I assume that there is 
no one in this General Conference but what has done that. You 
will be protected from any additional burden, and these figures sub- 
mitted by the brother from Nebraska will fade, as does the snow in 
the sunlight in the morning—of a warm morning, if we can arouse 
the latent power of our Church. I am in favor of one board but of 
two secretaries. 


Mr. Jay M. Coean, of East Ohio Conference. Mr. President, Doc- 
tor Jones leaves a wrong impression—it is ten thousand—it is just 
one-third of what he states as $29,000. I wish to call attention to 
the fact that if you make it one board you will be very inconsistent. 
Economy is the only purpose. Your boards don’t cost any money, 
and so it would be inconsistent. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis. The statement of Judge Cogan is correct. 
There is an error in that remark. I was on the Finance Committee. 
I have made a hasty ealeulation—the increase will amount to, as I 
now see it, to $10,500 per year. 

Dr. W. O. Jones. T said, if I was correctly informed. ns 

Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference, JT don’t like the word- 
ing of the first half of the resolution. It speaks of the increase of 
salaries, and then indicates that we are sorry for that, and turns 
around and proposes a reduction. I would like to have the first 
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half of the resolution stricken out entirely and then put the change, 
if you want one board and two secretaries—put it on the ground 
that we believe this is for the highest good of the Church. 

Tue Present. The chair had the impression that Mr. Shuey 
meant his motion to be a substitute for the whole article. 

Mr. Suury. My motion simply changed the two words. As soon 
as that was over I was ready to move to strike out all the first 
part of it. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. If proper I move that we amend the resolution, 
by striking out the introductory statement. 

Me. R. H. Bennert, of Neosho:Conference. I will withdraw the 
introductory statement with the consent of the second. Was the 
vote put upon the motion to amend? The chair has just announced 
upon the resolution as amended. I wanted to speak upon the original 
proposition. ; 

Tur Presipent. It is on the amendment offered by Mr. Shuey, _ 
which would give two secretaries under the direction of a single 
board. That is the amendment now to vote upon. 

Bisuor WeeKiey. Mr. President, I would call your attention to 
this, brethren, that for twenty years we tried the plan now proposed 
by the paper offered by Mr. Bennett. From 1869 to 1889 the Church 
Erection and Missionary societies were together, and one secretary 
tried to do the work ‘of both boards, and the result was that Church 
Erection was almost entirely eliminated from the work of that board. 
I might say for the first twenty years, only about thirty or thirty- 
five thousand dollars were accumulated for Church Erection. The 
society never grew, never made itself felt until after it was given 
a secretary; and now, since these two societies have grown into such 
magnificent proportions, they certainly each need a secretary. 

Mr. A. H. Lavcusaum. Mr. President, the question is not whether 
we have two secretaries or one secretary, but the question is on 
whether we have one board. 

Tie Presipent. Now, are you ready to vote. Let us be clear in 
our voting. We are voting on the amendment of Mr. Shuey. 

Mr. R. H. Bennetr. As I understood, the amendment was for 
one board and two secretaries. Is that true? 

Tur Presment. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Suuny. The resolution doesn’t say a word about the number 
of secretaries. It is to put the word “board” where “secretary” 
would be. 
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Tur Presipent. Please read it as it would be. > 

Mr. Suury. “Resolved, That there shall be one general board, 
which shall have supervision of these two interests.” The intro- 
duetory statement having been withdrawn. 

Rey. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. Mr. President, I move 
to amend the amendment that we have one board with two secre- 
taries. 

Dr. P. O. Bonwprake. It leaves it as it is, if you make that 
amendment. There is no use of attaching the other to it—unless 
the General Conference should make a’ general action eliminating 
one secretary, we will have two secretaries, and the election will be 
for them in that way. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I wish to say that I have absolute faith in 
this matter. The preamble is absolutely according to the conditions. 
There is an under-current, and an upper-current also, that we have 
gone to the limit of expense. And that current will be exceedingly 
more apparent when we go home and undertake to raise this amount 
of money to do this business the way it ought to be done the next 
quadrennium, and I introduced the resolution for the purpose of 
letting the General Conference put itself upon record. There is no 
interest of the Church that I am quite so much in sympathy with, 
as I am with Church Erection and Home Missions, unless it be the 
Sunday-school work. If I had any pets, they would be my pets. If 
I had any desire to make any department more efficient, that is where 
I would begin, and it wasn’t on that ground that I introduced the 
resolution, but on this proposition.- But with the amount of money 
that we will be able to raise we could come nearer doing the business 
of the next quadrennium in an aceredited manner, by a saving at 
this point, than we can under the policy that we are going under. 
Now, without criticizing anybody at all, it has been freely circulated 
here that there has been sixteen and two-thirds per cent. of all the 
money in the Church Erection “Department spent in’ the administra- 
tion of the department. I submit to you, brethren, that for a secre- 
tary that stays at home and works sixteen hours a day to get enough 
money tg make it go around, I cannot see how it can be done or 
how that is necessary. Maybe it is, IT am not saying it as a eriti- 
cism, I am announcing it as-a business proposition. It looks un- 
reasonable. I know we need men, but we don’t need secretaries to 
stay at home and stay in the office to do clerical work. There isn’t 
a reason that I can see why Brother Miller should see those seere- 


508 


- 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


taries working ten or twelve or fourteen hours a day in the office. 
We elect those men to put them in the field, and to do the work 
that somebody in the office can’t do, and to employ secretaries to sit 
in those offices and do what a clerk or stenographer could do is not 
a matter of economy for the general Church. If you will put fifty 
live secretaries out in the field in this denomination and let them 
stay in the field and work, that will be the cheapest thing that you 
have got in your whole Church, but if you will put a dozen of them 
in the offices at Dayton, and let them do the clerical work of their 
departments, they will bankrupt us. That is the difference in the 
proposition. 
Dr. I. E. Runk, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I would just 
call attention to the fact that we are not discussing secretaries. 
— Rnry. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I move an amendment 
to the report as a whole, and say, one secretary. I make that as a 
motion. 3 
Tue Present. The motion was not seconded. Are you ready to 
vote? As many .as will support the motion as amended, which will 
read, one board, will indicate it by the uplifted hand; opposed by 
like sign. The resolution, as amended, is adopted, and there will be 
but one board. 
Mr. L. O. Miturr. Mr. President, I would like to correct what 
seems to be a wrong impression of my good brother of Nebraska. 
If you will figure the administrative expense as fifteen per cent., 
you figure it wrongly. You are doing it without counting - what 
these men did to create a fund of $139,000 or more, that will come 
into the treasury in the years to come, and so far as my wish to 
‘keep the secretaries in their offices is concerned, I say, “I don’t want 
them there, I want them out in the field, where they will do some 
hustling to get some money in the treasury to pay some bills. JI don’t 
want a man to come in an office and sit down all day long. I want 
a good, live man who will go out and do the work and get some 
money.” 
Tue Presipent. There is a special order for ten o’clock, and the 
secretary has a report from the Board of Tellers. Will you hear it? 
Secretary Keppel read the report, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF YOUNG PEOPLE'S SECRETARY. 


First ballot; number of votes cast, 199; necessary to election, 100. 
AL Dam G atin pe aamanier ce haere TS WV See 2a CG WE 0) 0s ae tee RE a i} 
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WA ea yore sess sare ta ahs oe Wik SPOT. Ceri. senior teacmensteente 5 
GAS Sickatoosern 50 coma ee 1 o/s Wt Recardineva i ee earn 
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Le DIS Vn anes + eaotconeei cies 4 


No election. 


(Signed) ©. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tue Presment. Will you take another ballot immediately for 
Secretary of the Young People’s Department ? 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. Mr. President, a question of privilege. I 
think it is due some of these men at least, that this statement be 
made. JI°rom my personal knowledge, I know that at least Doctor 
Gabel did not sit in his office all the time. I know that he collected 
hundreds and thousands of dollars personally. There are persons 
in my own district, from certain fields, from whom he got $500 
and $1,000 .apiece by personal solicitation, and it is not fair to 
these men for the impression to go out that they have been doing 
nothing but sitting in their offices. It is not correct. 

THe Presipent. Have you all voted? The ballot is closed. The 
special order is invitations for the next session of the General Con- 
ference. 

Rev. J. W. Owen, of Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to 
move a reference to the printer of the final report of the Committee 
on Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s Society. 

Tue Presipent. It is so ordered. 

THe Preswent. Now, with reference to the matter of General 
Conference location, it has been suggested that perhaps we ought to 
have some statement from Doctor Funk, as to what is required. 

Doctor Funx. If you had had my experience in the last couple 
of quadrenniums you would understand what I am: about to say. 
This General Conference has been in the way of appointing a place 
to hold its coming session and then telling those to whom it has 
delegated the right and privilege to arrange for this meeting, to do 
the best it can, and then when you come and find conditions un- 
satisfactory, then, of course, it is your right and privilege again to 
find fault with the party who made the arrangement. On the other 
hand the great Methodist Church, and I speak of it to-day, not be- 
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cause I want to imitate it, but because I think they have used good 
business sense. They have put the question of the place of their 
meeting into competition, and when they went to Los Angeles, Cal- 
ifornia, that great city not only furnished them a good meeting place, 
gave them good hotel accommodations, at reasonable prices, but the 
city itself turned into the treasury of the conference $100,000 in 
cash to help defray the expenses of that body. The same thing was 
done last year at Minneapolis when the general conference met there, 
and in no case in the last twenty-five or thirty years has the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church done anything 
else but place its meeting—the subject of its meeting place—in the 
hands of some committee, a committee corresponding to our Pub- 
lishing House corps has had the matter in hand all of these years, 
and they have made out of it good results. 

Pror. H. M. Ampross, of North Kansas Conference. There was 
referred the other day a paper to the Legislative Department, bearing 
upon this question, and should that not come in here before we 
have this matter? 

SECRETARY KepreL. They didn’t ask the Conference to settle that 
matter, they asked that the cities be heard, and the Conference 
shall decide it at such time as it suits them, the terms demanded 
‘of cities competing, etc. : 

Proressor AmBRosE. There was some reference to first, second, 
and third choiee—ought we not know something as to that before 
it is brought to our attention ? 

THE Present. The chair is of the opinion that the General Con- 
ference having fixed this order, had in mind simply the acceptance 
of invitations. It is simply a matter of hearing, but not a matter 
of final action. Are you agreed now, that we may have these invi- 
tations extended 4 

Voicrks. Agreed. 

Junge S. W. Lortr, of Toledo, Ohio. Mr. Chairman, I represent 
the City on the Lake—Toledo, Ohio, and I have three short letters 
of invitation, that I wish to read first. 

March 5, 1913. 

Dear Sir: It is with great pleasure that I invite you, on behalf 
of the municipality, to hold the next General Conference of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ, in this city. I can assure 
a genial atmosphere, and a city in which, with all the business you 


may transact, you will find plenty of opportunity for that pleasure 
which is to be expected on oceasions of that kind. 
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T am hopeful that you will not deem this a mere formal invita- 
tion; on the contrary, I should like you to understand and to have 
you all feel that it is a personal request, made by all the people of 
Toledo, that you visit them when next your Conference meets. 
Toledo has a convention hall that, I believe, will more than meet 
the requirements of your association. I have no doubt that Toledo 
would be benefited as well as pleased*if you should come here; and 
I believe your stay here would not fail of benefit and pleasure meted 
out to you in return, for I know you will find here a people whose 
spirit of fellowship and ideal of citizenship are significant and 
worthy of your remembrance. 

I therefore earnestly hope, with all the people of Toledo, that 
we may have the honor of entertaining you in 1917. 

Yours very, sincerely, 
Brann Wurrnock, Mayor. 
To Bishop George M. Mathews, D.D., 
Presiding Bishop, General Conference of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ, 
Decatur, Illinois. 


I have a ietter from the Commerce Club. 


February 20, 1913. 

Rey. George Mathews, D.D., 

Presiding Officer of the General Conference of the 

Church of the United Brethren in Christ, Decatur, [linois. 

Reverend Sir: The Convention Bureau of the Toledo Com- 
merce Club extends to your esteemed organization a most cordial 
invitation to hold your next General Conference in Toledo. The 
citizens of this thriving municipality, irrespective of religious con- 
victions, would deem it an honor to’ welcome the delegates of this dis- 
tinguished ecclesiastical body to our midst. 

Toledo is located just about central between the eastern and 
western States, and is reached more conveniently from all sections 
of the country than any city of sufficient importance as to be con- 
sidered in making your selection for the 1917 meeting. There are 
twenty-two steam roads and twelve electric interurban lines entering 
Toledo, with ramified connections extending in all directions to the 
most remote hamlets of the various States. Our hotels are modern 
and commodious, capable of handling large gatherings without dis- 
commodity and at very reasonable rates. 

Toledo’s religious population will compare favorably with other 
cities of its size. We have a fine Y. M. C. A. building, capable 
of comfortably caring for your meetings, but should the auditorium 


prove inadequate, we have numerous commodious halls that can 
accommodate meetings of any size. } 
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We urgently importune your reverend body to accept our invita- 
tion, and the Convention Bureau of the Toledo Commerce Club will 
leave nothing undone to make your stay a pleasant one. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Joun A. O’Dwyerr, 
Secretary of Convention Bureau. 


I have another letter, with a resolution unanimously adopted by 
the Pastors’ Union, of Toledo. 


ToLevo, Onto, May 1, 1913. 
To the General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ, De- 
eatur, Illinois. : 

Bisnors anD BretHREN: The Toledo Ministers’ Union, a repre- 
sentative body of the Protestant churches of Toledo, Ohio, unite 
with the brethren of your denomination of this city in extending 
an invitation to your Church and people to meet with us in 1917, 
in your General Conference, and take advantage of the already well- 
known hospitality of Toledo. Doors of our churches and the homes 
of our people will be open to you. Others will call your attention 
to the advantages of the city in location, railroad facilities, and hos- 
pitality of our people, and in behalf of Toledo’s Protestantism, I 
assure you that every courtesy and favor to be shown will be ex- 
tended by our people and churches, should you decide to convene 
with us. Hoping that it may be our pleasure to entertain your 
honorable body, we are, 

Yours for His cause, 
Wi.ioucusy N. SHank, 
Secretary Toledo Ministers’ Union. 

In fulfillment of resolution adopted April 7, 1913. 


Toledo is a city with a population of two hundred thousand—one 
of the large cities of this country. We are situated on Lake Erie, 
and in one of the most beautiful parts of the United States, in the 
Maumee Valley, one of the prettiest spots that you can find any- 
where. 

So far as taking care of this Conference, should it come there, 
I don’t think anybody questions the ability of Toledo to properly 
eare for it, and I am not going to speak about that. I want to 
speak about United Brethrenism in Toledo. I went to Toledo twenty- 
two years ago. I found no United Brethren Church there, except 
the German Church. I was unable to speak German, and therefore, 
for two years had to attend the church of another denomination. 
Less than twenty years ago we established Memorial Church, which 
is called First Church; a little later we established Second Church, 
a little later we established Coburn Street Church, a little later we 
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established East Broadway Street Church, and in the last. year or so, 
we finished two others—having six English-speaking and: one Ger- 
man church in Toledo, with a membership of about fifteen hundred, 
and growing rapidly, and I think I am safe in predicting that if 
the churches continue to grow, in 1917 when you come there we will 
have a membership of at least 2,500. 

Now, as to facilities. I am going to.speak of railroad facilities, 
as mentioned in these letters. We have twenty-two steam railroads, 
running out in every direction, twelve interurban lines and six 
steamboat lines, so that you can come to Toledo, from everywhere, 
in the quickest possible time. We are in the center of the denom- 
ination as to membership. Within twelve hours’ time, with the rail- 
way facilities that we have, you can put eighty per cent. of the mem- 
bership of this denomination into Toledo, We are in the largest 
conference, the Sandusky Conference, with 22,000 members. We are 
in the State having the largest membership, 14,000 more than any 
other State. We have 71,000 members in Ohio. Now, with the 
railroad facilities, the railroads running in every direction, don’t 
you suppose we can have a big Conference in Toledo, in 1917? 
There is not a place that will be mentioned that has anything like 
the facilities for reaching the point. We want you to come to 
Toledo; and if you come, we will see that you have a good time. 
We will take care of the Conference properly. We can do it, and we 
will do it. We want you to come. I thank you. 

Tur PresipeNtT. Does any one else wish to speak for Toledo? 

Rev. R. M. Bauiwcer, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. President, 
I wish to state that throughout the length and breadth of our land, 
Toledo is known as a great convention city, and we know how to 
offer the hospitality of our city to those who come to visit us in 
a great body. In the name of the United Brethren churches in our 
eity, we want to offer to you our hospitality, our friendship, and 
our associations and the accommodations that we feel that we will 
be able to give you at that time and on that occasion. I was present 
at the Pastors’ Union at the time that this resolution was adopted, 
representing ministers of almost one hundred Protestant churches, 
and it was unanimously adopted, inviting you to the hospitalities 
and friendship, in the name of the churches of the city of Toledo 
and not only that, but the open pulpit to the ministers of this es 
ference, and we want to assure you a fraternal greeting and wel- 
come to our city, for the General Conference of 1917. [ Applause. ] 
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“Tue Presipent. Are there any other invitations to be extended? 

Rev. T. W. Perks, of Southwest. Kansas Conference. Mr. Presi- 
dent. Wichita, the Fearless Prince of the Plains, invites you to meet 
there in 1917, and with it there comes a request from the Southwest 
Kansas Conference, requests from the mayor of the city, business 
associations, the pastors of the churches, the Y. M. C. A. Secretary, 
and the United Brethren pastors of the city. Wichita is the biggest 
city in Kansas, and Kansas is the hub of the United States. 
[Laughter.] Isn’t that correct, geographically? It is in the center, 
so you all revolve around Kansas. Wichita is a great city. It can_ 
eare for you with every convenience and every facility necessary for 
caring for a great body. It is a great convention city. We can- 
not only care for a body of two to five hundred, we can care for 
three thousand. We have the facilities. If you are tired and need 
rest, Wichita has eleven parks; if you stay out at night and need a 
light, Wichita has 150 miles of illuminated streets. You ought not 
go hungry, for Wichita has mills whose capacity is 4,000 barrels a 
day. If you want health and need toning up, Wichita is just the 
climate, it is 1,500 feet high. If your room gets dusty, and you 
need a broom, Wichita is the greatest broom-corn market in the 
world. If you want to preach and have a chance to expand your 
lungs, Wichita has sixty-six churches. If you want education, Wich- 


ita has eight colleges. If you get real sick and need doctors, we 


have three hospitals, so I think that we can care for all your needs. 
If you want printing done, Wichita has the facilities of the West. 
If you have any money and you need it cared for, Wichita is the 
recognized banking center of the Southwest. It has eight national 
banks, with eight and a half millions deposits, ten State banks,. 
with three and a half millions deposits. If you want to get there, 
we have six trunk railroads, with fifty-four passenger trains daily, 
running in fifteen directions, so I think we can get you there. And 
you shall be fed on the very best of the land. Wichita handled a 
million cattle, hogs, and sheep last year. If you want the place for 
a great convention, Wichita has the finest and largest public-gather- 
ing place between Chicago and the coast, excepting only Denver, and 
ean seat six thousand people. 
And I should like to give the rest of my time to the pastor of the 
First Church, who will speak to you. 
Rey. D. W. Ross, of Wichita. Doctor Funk made a splendid 
speech for us a few minutes ago when he talked about cultivating 
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the land. But some of you folks seem to think there is just a little 
of the field, and that is over East somewhere. You have not be- 
gun to cultivate the great field of United Brethrenism as yet, and 
we want the opportunity to plow out there and do some good work, 
and it will yield splendid results. I faney that some of you United 
Brethren folks are like the man who lately came from England 
when he was going to San Francisco. He boarded the train at New 
York, and after he had got into his berth, he bethought himself a 
little, and pulled the curtain aside and said, “Porter, porter; I want 
you to wake me up, for I am only going as far as San Francisco.” 
This is a big country. You think you are out West, and you have 
not started West yet, you have not even crossed the Mississippi. 
Now, we are in the midst of it out there, and we want the folks to 
know of the United Brethren Chureh—and they don’t know about it. 
I come to you, not because you will be well entertained, not because 
you will have a ride on the lake, not because we simply want you 
there in the city, but I appeal to you in behalf of the Church that I 
have learned to love. The Church West needs the General Confer- 
ence in the West. I go out in my pastoral visits and I say to my 
people and others that I visit here and there, that the United Brethren 
Church—Oh, the United Brethren Church—let me see, what did you 
spring from? What are you a slice off of? What did you spring 
from? They don’t know anything about it, and as a church, in many 
places in the West, they speak of us as being little or nothing, a 
one-horse sort of affair, and when you tell them of the Publishing 
House, fourteen stories high, and great churches, they look at you 
through the corner of the eye, you see, as much as to say, “I am 
from Missouri.” Now, men and women, brothers and sisters, we 
need you. I am speaking of the need for the glory of God and wide- 
spread of this great Church. We need this representative body of 
the General Conference in the West to make folks sit up and take 
notice that we are something and that we can do things, just as 
well as other folks, and that is why we are after the General Con- 
ference, that they may know that we do represent a great Church 
that is aggressive, and that means to take this land for Jesus Christ; 
and so I plead for you now, to come into that great Middle West. 
Just one Conference in all the history of the Church assembled west 
of the Missouri River, eight years ago at Topeka; then, back to Ohio. 
Fifteen of the twenty-six conferences have already been held in Ohio. 
You don’t need so much cultivation there. We need you in the 
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great West from which our membership will come, by and by, from 
which our daughters will come, by and by, from which the power 
shall come, after while. We need the men to cultivate that land 
for we are going to realize from it what I know, under God, can be 
realized if we do it—simply thrust in the plow and do the job. We 
must get to work, and we need the General Conference there for 
that very purpose in order that all the rest may know something of 
this great body of men that can come together in the United Breth- 
ren Church to represent her interests. Come to Wichita, and you 
will not be disappointed. You have seen the picture on the folders 
which I have passed out among you, of the church. And our audi- 
torium will be ample for our Sunday congregation and great gather- 
ings, and Wichita’s heart is wide open to you. -Come out and we 
will show you what Kansas can do in the way of entertainment. 
Dr. J. S. Furron, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. President, the 
first thing I would like to remind you of is the fact that promises 
have come to this General Conference before, but by your action, 
it is up to the city that will entertain the next General Conference 
to do more than promise. So far as the matter is concerned, we 
have enough railroads to get you to Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in 
Allegheny Conference, in good shape and on time. We have no 
land to exploit. We have mountains high that you might look 
upon. Let me give you some reasons why we are asking for this 
~ General Conference: We are asking for it first, for the reason 
that no General Conference has been held in Allegheny for one hun- 
dred years. In 1815, and 1817, the first two General Conferences 
of this denomination were held in the little old Bonnet school- 
house, that gave place a little later to the old Mt. Pleasant Church, 
that gave place during the last year to a third structure. Since that 
time we have had no General Conference. It was our thought that 
we would like to have the Centennial General Conference in the 
territory and in the Conference in which the first General Confer- 
ence was held, and I believe that if you will think upon it, you will 
see that there is a real claim, that this denomination ought to make 
the next General Conference the Centennial General Conference of 
the denomination. And I think that is very fitting that it should 
be held in the conference in which the first General Conference 
was held. In the State of Pennsylvania there have been four Gen- 
eral Conferences held, and only four, in the history of this denom- 
ination, and I come to you asking for this General Conference, first, 
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upon the part of the Church whose beneficence has been felt from 
the East to the West, and from the North to the South in this de- 
nomination. Men who have been interested, who have been inter- 
ested enough to help make this denomination, and who are enough 
interested, whether you come or not, will be interested to make this 
matter go. I have come representing a conference which has’ had 
to do with the development of this denomination from its incip- 
iency, and is having a very large place both as it relates to men and 
money in the furtherance of the development of the denomination 
that we all love, and so this church, first of all, took action in its 
official board, and carried it up to its quarterly conference, and 
requested its delegation, as they should be elected through the annual 
conference, to bring to you this invitation. And it is not only that 
of the local church, but it is that of the conference as well. And 
so we feel that we ought to have for this reason, some consideration 
at your hands at this time. I think that it is only fair to say, that 
when the matter was canvassed, and this local church was needing 
a pastor, and it looked as though the place of meeting of this Gen- 
eral Conference would have to be changed, the matter of taking it 
on short notice was at once broached to the church that T represent, 
the Johnstown First Church, and those people immediately agreed 
that in the event a change would have to be made, that they would 
entertain this present General Conference. But their desire, to be 
sure, was to have the centennial one, but I am simply representing 
the church as I come to you, whose heart is open at any time to this 
General Conference, but feels that it has a specific claim upon the 
coming General Conference. We are in the center of United Breth- 
renism, but I know that would not appeal to you from the standpoint 
that our Church is not known, but we do appeal to you from the stand- 
point that our Church is known, and from the standpoint that be- 
cause it is known, its representative body ought to meet at least 
once. in our midst. And so we ask that you reward these people with 
your presence and that you come, and we give to you the assurance 
that the.city is ample in the matter of its entertainment, the church 
is ample—we will not need to borrow—the truth of the matter is 
that so far as that is concerned, we can entertain 1,800 nicely with- 
out any crowding in the church that has been recently dedicated. 


It is at this present time the best structure in the United Brethren 
Church anywhere. 
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Now, I do not know that I shall urge any other reason than this. 


JI think that if you will take the centennial idea, if you will take 


the fact, that the appeal comes from those who have been interested 
in the Church and have helped to make the Church; if you will take 
into consideration that we have ample facilities, both for reaching 
the place and for entertaining you while there, that we have pre- 
sented a very strong claim, and so I am going to leave this matter 
for your consideration at this time. [Applause.] 

Tue Present. Are there any other invitations, besides the one 
from Johnstown ? 

Docror Fuuron. I would like the courtesy of this Conference 
for my own pastor, Rev. G. Mahlon Miller. 

Rev. G. Mauton Miner, of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, First 
Church. Mr. President and Members and Friends of the General 
Conference, as our worthy Conference Superintendent has already 
indicated, there are a number of reasons why the General Conference 
of 1917 should be held in our Johnstown First Church. You will 
notice when we came to Decatur we did not come with flags and 
with blotters and lead pencils, and such inplements, but we came 
loaded with facts, and after all, the facts are the things that are 
necessary, and the things that are needful. These other brethren 
have indicated that in the cities which they represent they have large 
convention halls where you may hold the sessions of your General 
Conference. If you come to Johnstown, it will not be necessary for 
us to provide a hall. We have a church there that is some chureb, 
and we are proud of the fact. This is a splendid building in which 
we have gathered at this time, and much credit is due to the people 
of Decatur and this congregation for what has been accomplished. 
But our church at Johnstown is as much larger as our dome is larger 
than that dome. Our dome in the church in Johnstown is sixty- 
four feet in diameter. It is next to the dome of the State capitol 
in Harrisburg, in size, and the rest of the building is in proportion. 
We can give you every modern facility, and under the roof of the 
First United Brethren Church. And you can simply have all sorts 
of pyrotechnics, both verbal and otherwise, within the walls of that 
building because it is fire-proof, and it is water-proof, and we built 
it to stand during the years that are to come. 

Now, I am glad Toledo was thoughtful enough to bring along a 
Lott, so that they can at the present time respectfully bury their 
boom, and I am glad that Wichita has a Ross. You know what hap- 
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pened to Charley Ross years ago—you know he got lost, and you car 
go and do likewise. Now, there are three places for the next General 
Conference, Toledo, Wichita, and Johnstown, and if I were a mem- 
ber of this General Conference, I would make the motion that we: 
compromise on Johnstown. [Applause.] 

Rev. G. FE. Berrou, of Neosho Conference. Mr. President, I have 
a resolution that I would like to offer. 


Resolved, That the rules be suspended and that the one of the 
three cities which makes the best proposition to the Publishing House 
trustees within the next two years, shall receive the next General 
Conference. (Signed) 

G. E. Berrcr. 
I. Hotsroor. 


Rey. S. L. Topp. May I offer an amendment ?- 

Tue Presipent. Proceed. 

Rey. 8. L. Topp. I move by substitution that the matter be left 
to the Publishing Agent and Board of Trustees to award it to the 
city that presents the best money consideration. 

Rev. G. E. Berrcu. We want to leave it so that the three cities, 
can make their propositions, that is only fair. 

Srcrerary Keppen. Mr. President, I want to say to you that the 
members of the United Brethren Church ought to have some say 
in matters beside the question of money. The greatest educational 
organization in America expresses its choice, where it wants to go, 
and then gives its executive committee power to put the meeting 
there, providing the conditions are met, and to put it elsewhere if 
they are not met, and that is the wa'y, I think, the United Brethren 
Church ought to do, and this Conference ought to do. I think we 
ought to express our choice as between these three cities. I would 
like to have a first choice, a second choice, and a third choice, and 
I would move such an amendment. 

Tue Present. The motion that Brother Bertch made, I wish 
you would read it again. 

Rev. G. E. Bertcu. I would like to see if the three are willing 
for this and that the rules be suspended, if necessary. That the 
one of the three cities that makes the best proposition to the Pub- 
lishing House Board of Trustees within the next two years, receive 
the General Conference. My thought was this, brethren, that here 
we have three propositions. I want the three places to put their 
propositions up to the- trustees on a basis of what Doctor Funk sug- 
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gested, and if the three places are willing to do this, then we will 
know better what we are doing. If they are willing to do this, then 
why not let them do it, and the Board decide on the matter. 

Tue Preswwent. The chair is of the opinion that part of the rules 
which were presumed to govern in the matter was eliminated, so that 
there was no necessity for referring to the suspension of the rules. 

Rey. G. EK. Berrcu. Let us hear from the three places, whether 
or not they are willing to do that. Are the three places willing 
to submit their propositions to the Publishing House Board of Trus- 
tees, and come into competition with reference to the location of the 
Conference ? 

Docror Futton. Mr. Chairman, I said before, that we are willing 
at Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 

Rev. T. W. Perks. Mr. Chairman, we are in for the race at 
Wichita, Kansas. 

Jupce Lorr. If you are going to make this a matter of money, 
it will simply drive out all the cities—all the United Brethren 
churches of the cities—unless they have some members in their 
churches who have a lot of money. I think all that is necessary in 
this matter is that the cities care for the legitimate expense of the 
Conference and properly take eare of it. Now, there is a resolution 
that I drafted, it is before the Committee on Church Government, 
it is to this effect. It says that this Conference shall give its choice 
as to location, and then the rest is left in the hands of the Publishing 
House, that in the future if the city to which the Conference has 
been assigned does not come up to the conditions required by the 
Publishing House, then they have full authority to change the loca- 
tion. That is what we want. This body wants to express its choice. 
I don’t know who the Publishing House Board may be. They have 
got full authority after this Conference has expressed a choice. I 
am in favor of that proposition and that resolution, but the com- 
mittee hasn’t made its report, but we meet in that the objection, 
so that it leaves it in the hands of the Publishing Agent—the Pub- 
lishing House Board—to prevent any hold-up on the part of the 
local people. The minute this Conference adjourns, the whole mat- 
ter is in the hands of the Publishing House. Now, if you are going 
to make it a matter of money—which is going to give the most 
money for this Conference—I don’t think you are wise. Let this 
Conference express a choice, and let the Publishing Agent and the 
Publishing House Board put it up to that city to meet certain con- 
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ditions. If they don’t mect them, change the location. That is the 
fair thing in this matter, and we have now got a chance to vote on 
this. I think this Conference ought to express its choice. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. Mr. Chairman, I do think, however, that this 
General Conference ought to go one step farther than is the thought 
of Judge Lott, and that is, to.make a first, second, and third choice. 
There is no reason why that should not be true, for then in that 
ease the Publishing House Board will be directed in its action, so 
that in ease the first fail, then the second comes in without dispute. 
There is one more thing I would like to say, Mr.’Chairman. In 
making the selection of place, it is not possible on a money consider- 
ation alone. That ought to have consideration, however. If a great 
city has this convention, I am sure it ought to be willing to pay 
some money. The Publishing House must come in and pay for all 
this printing—everything around here must be paid by somebody. 
Other great bodies are receiving support along that line. It is only 
fair that a fund be gathered by the local community to help to pay 
these incidental expenses that should be no more upon the Publish- 
ing House than upon any other department of this Church. It is 
a subsidy that is loafled upon the Publishing House each four years, 
and you see I am quite at liberty to speak to-day. These other de- 
partments come here, have their committee report printed, everything 
done for them, and the Publishing House pays the bill; I say it is 
not fair. Of course, we count it a subsidy, but we have got to pro- 
vide the money to do these things. Subsidies mean money. 

Tue Prestpent. Let us hear the motion of Brother Bertch again, 
and then perhaps we are ready to vote. 

Rey. G. E. Bertcu. The motion as read, I should be willing to 
change it to first, second, and third choice, if the rest are. If we 
carry with it the other part of the motion, I am not willing to change 
it to that, unless we are willing to carry with it the other part of 
the motion. 

THE Present. Proceed. 

Rev. G. E. Bertcn. That the General Conference make first, sec- 
ond, and third choice of location. (Remainder of motion the same 
as before.) ; 

SecRETARY Keppen. I move you, that instead of ealling the roll, 
that ballots be distributed and each delegate put on his ballot the 
names of the three cities for which he is voting, putting in front 
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of each city 1, 2, or 3, thus indicating the choice, and let the tellers 
count the ballots. 

This was seconded and adopted. 

Tue Presipent. Will the Board of Tellers proceed immediately 
to take this ballot 2 

SrEcRETARY Krpren. Mr. President, the Report of the Committee 
on Foreign Missions is ready for distribution. 

Tue Presipent. If everybody has voted for selection of place of 
meeting of the General Conference, the ballot is closed and the tel- 
lers will retire. The secretary will read the report of the Board of 
Tellers of the last ballot ordered by this body. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF YOUNG PROPLE’S SECRETARY. 
Second ballot; number of votes cast, 203; necessary to election, 102. 


RA BewSibyler seas ue Om see eid a let GOOGias acre aise secede eres 3s 4 
Werle DULMS ern, cccisns is cae shee = Par O= Mealeeveniun ccasciee e eect oo 
Drew lly cm rcerscasn tnd ae Oe WIAs (aereene ec maaue «vO 
NVeAL Knap prehitet wa wave. nonlet Oa Wee Brewbaker ssc. osk coed Qe 
GCeWiorltecarde es? saaitae Die css 


2 
(Signed) C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tuer Presipent. You have elected Doctor Brewbaker Young 
People’s Secretary. ; 

Dr. C. W. Brewbaker, of Baltimore, Maryland, came to the plat- 
form amid applause. 

Tue Presment. The chair has pleasure in introducing the newly- 
elected Secretary of the Young People’s Department, Doctor Brew- 
baker. 

Dr. C. W. Brewbaker spoke as follows: 


I beg the General Conference, Mr. President, to allow me to con- 
sider this election. The question now in my mind is, whether or 
not I should be your Young People’s Secretary. I realize, this 
brethren, that the Young People’s work of our denomination and 
other denominations is in a transitional period, that the modern 
Sunday-school movement, with its growing system, and with its 
organized work, its:precedent to the Young People’s work, and that 
in some way or other we must correlate the Young People’s move- 
ment with the Sunday-school movement with all the denominations 
of the country. And that is the problem which I want to help to 
solve in the great Sunday-school movements of this time. I know 
that in my own Young People’s Society, which is composed of the 
Sunday-school teachers and the older members of the Church, the 
girls and boys are not in it. 
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I think this is a splendid compliment paid to me. I do not. 
believe a man cast a ballot here to-day but what he had confidence 
in me. 


Tue Presipent. The Report of the Committee on Education was 
pending. Will it be your pleasure now to complete the consideration 
of that report? If so, let us have it from the secretary. 

Dr. C. M. Brooker. As secretary of that committee, I would say, 
there was referred to it the report to make certain changes, and 
the committee made the changes asked for, and it involves about 
six pages of the Discipline—very little change—just enough to con- 
form with what has been adopted and what we think you will 
adopt. Now, can we consider it without having it printed ? 

Tue Preswwent. What is the pleasure of the Conference? Do 
you want it printed? 

On motion of Doctor Funkhouser, the rules were suspended and 
the Report of the Committee on Education was taken up for farther 
consideration, without being submitted to the printer. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke then read Item 7, as follows: 


That our educational institutions collectively, including Bone- 
brake Seminary, plan to raise $1,000,000 during the quadrennium 
for endowment. Each school shall retain as its own all the money 
it raises for this fund. The time and arrangements for securing 
this fund shall be referred to the Board of Education in co-operation 
with officials of Bonebrake Seminary and the colleges. This last 
sentence we have added. 


On motion, this item was adopted. 
Doctor Brooke then read Item 8, as follows: 


There shall be an Education Fund under the control of this board, 
to be raised by the secretary and members of the board, in the form 
of cash, gifts, death notes, bequests, ete. 

This fund shall be appropriated at the discretion of the board. 


Dr. R. J. Wire. Mr. President, I would like to ask what rela- 
tionship this fund that is to be raised, sustains to the Beneficiary 
Aid Fund; and then the second point is this, if we would authorize 
this secretary to go out and colleet this money, and if it is supposed 
that his salary is to be included in this; that is, he is to raise 
money enough at least to pay his own salary. 

Tue Preswent. The committee will answer. 
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Docror Brooks. Mr. President, We have an item following which 
also the General Conference instructed us to formulate as to duties 
that will bring out Doctor White’s question. 

This item was. adopted. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. The proper thing would now be to vote on the 
paper as a whole. 

Rey. S. L. Topp. We would like to know what that closing item 
is, otherwise we would have to amend the report as a whole. 

Doctor Brooke then read No. 9, as follows: 


Several suggestions were presented to the committee too late for 
incorporation in this report. They refer the details of the work of 
the Board of Education. Your committee recommends that they be 
referred to the Board of Education for consideration, when it has 
been elected. 


Docror Brooke. It follows the general order of the Discipline. 
Tf you are satisfied with the old system of raising money and dis- 
bursing it under the board—we have not changed that. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. I think the secretary hasn’t quite understood 
what we mean. We ought to have it in writing. It was under- 
stood that this did refer to the raising of money for the salary of 
secretary, and for such gifts as came, and that there would be a great 
canvass of the Chureh for the funds for the Board of Education, 
but the funds are coming for various purposes which this board may 


use as it sees best until the General Conference gives them gen- 


eral directions, as it will do if large funds will come to it. It simply 
provides a plan for the coming four years to work it out. 
The report, as amended, was then adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION, 


Our Proposed Educational System. 

1. That Education be constituted a distinct department of the 
Church on a parity with Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Church 
Erection, and Publishing Interests. 

9, This department shall be controlled by a board consisting of 
seven ministers, seven laymen, and the Bishops as members ez- 
officio. The members elected upon this board shall, as far as pos- 
sible, represent all sections of the Church. The presidents of our 
schools shall be advisory members only, 

3. This board shall determine the number of colleges, theological 
seminaries, and academies, the standards for the various grades of 
institutions of learning, and the co-operating territory of each. In 
the re-adjustment of co-operating territory of existing institutions, 
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the board shall seek such an equitable adjustment as may be satis- 
factory to the conferences and, institutions concerned. 

4. There shall be a General Secretary of Education, elected by 

the General Conference. 
5. The board shall determine the number of collegés which grant 
the bachelor degree. The remainder of our schools may be junior 
colleges or academies or may be discontinued, at the discretion of 
the board. The junior colleges and academies shall co-operate with 
the standard colleges in course of study, in students, and every way 
possible in their respective districts. The courses of study of like 
grade schools shall co-ordinate as far as possible, based upon the 
minimum of units as outlined by the board. 

6. No church school shall be established, discontinued, relocated, 
or consolidated with another without the consent of this board, by 
a two-thirds vote of the entire board. 

7. That our educational institutions collectively, including Bone- 
brake Seminary, plan to raise $1,000 during the quadrennium for 
endowment. Each school shall retain as its own all the money it 
raises for this fund. The time and arrangements for securing this 
fund shall be referred to the Board of Education in co-operation 
with officials of Bonebrake Seminary and the colleges. 

8. There shall be an education fund under the control of this 
hoard, to be raised by the secretary and members of the board, in the 
form of cash, gifts, death notes, bequests, ete. 

This fund shall be appropriated at the discretion of the board, 

9. Several suggestions were presented to the committee too late 
for incorporation in this report. They refer to details of the work 
of the Board of Education. Your committee recommends that they 
be referred to the Board of Education for consideration, when it 
has been elected. G. D. Gossarp, Chairman. 

C. M. Brooke, Secretary, 
. L. Suury. 
. H. Batsn, 
. H. Siri, 
J. E. Four, 


til 


A. 8. Hammaok. 
Doctor Brooke, The Discipline will be changed to harmonize 
with this report. 
Doctor Brooke then read the Discipline, as it will read with the 
changes made by the committee, 


The entire report of the Committee on Education was then adopted. 

Secretary Kepret. The committee to whom was referred the 
first article of the Report on Church Member 
have handed in this restatement: 
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On Page 22, Section 1, after Sub-section 4, insert the following as 
Sub-section 5: Believing according to the teaching of Jesus that 
little children are in the kingdom of heaven, pastors are authorized 
to enroll children under the watch-care of the Church when parents 
so desire, and to receive into full membership children who have 
publicly confessed Christ as their Savior. 

Pastors are required to instruct children in the Word of God, 
and the principles and duties of the Christian life. 


- This item, as restated, was then adopted. 

Ture Presipent. The Board of Tellers has a report of your ballot 
on location of the next General Conference. First choice, Wichita; 
second, Johnstown; third, Toledo. 

Tin Presipenr. Now, give attention to the further consideration 
of the Report on Church Membership. 

Secretary Keppel then read as follows: 


) 


Sub-section 5 should be numbered 6, 6 numbered 7, and 7 numbered 
8, and Sub-section 8 numbered 9. 

On Page 24, Section 11, and Sub-section 10, second line, change 
“shall” to “may,” and third line change “shall” to “may.” 

On’ Page 29, Section 3, and Sub-section 8, strike out the last 
clause relating to “Manual of Discipline.” Also the following 
resolution by Michigan Conference. 

“We recommend the following resolution : 

“Wrrreas, At the present time a large percentage of the children 
in our Sunday schools never unite with the Church, but drift away 
from it during the years of adolescence, and, 

“Wrernas, The future of the church depends largely upon the con- 
servation of her children and their proper training, and, 

“Wurreas, The welfare of the whole nation is involved in the 
moral and religious training of the children, therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That this General Conference direct the Board of 
Bishops and the educational officers of the Chureh to prepare or 
cause to be prepared for the useof the Sunday schools of the Church, 
supplemental, and in addition to the regular lesson studies, a course 
in catechetical instruction, or literature in such other form as they 
may think best, to the end that there shall be a systematic prepara- 
tion of the child for the duties of church membership and of Chris- 
tian citizenship, and that shall close the gap as nearly as may be, that 
now exists between the Sunday-school membership and church mem- 
bership.” J. T. Foster. 

V. W. Overton, 
W. L. Dunoan. 
C. A. SCHLOTTERBECK. 
W. M. Hopaes. 
L. T. Howarp. 
freer C. W. Kurtz. 
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Dr. J. S. Fuuron. I move to strike out all of that clause reading, 
“On Page 29, Section 3, and Sub-seetion 8,” strike out the last 
clause relating to “Manual of Discipline.” TI think that ought, by 
all means, to remain in our Discipline as a matter of interpretation, 
I want the article to stand. 

Seconded. 

Bisuop Werexiry. Should we have no authorized Manual of Dis- 
cipline? We ask it to be stricken out. We didn’t revise it four 
years ago, and therefore we have it now, _ 

Doctor Funk. It seems to me the Board of Bishops is right. 
That Manual of Discipline should be revised every four years, and 
it seems to me, the Discipline is plain enough without a compend 
of the very thing we are to follow. If the Discipline is not plain, 
why not make it plain? Why publish two books on the same sub- 
ject ? 

Dr. J. S. Futrox. The Manual of Discipline under which we have 
been operating, gives us a method of procedure, developing the steps 
that must be taken, giving us the decisions of the Bishops that have 
come down to us. I am absolutely sure, so far ag I am coucerned, 
that if it is left to the individual interpretation it will not meet the 
requirements for harmony relative to these lines, and I would like 
the Manual on Discipline continued, and this Conference can have 
& manual revised in harmony with the decisions of this body, but I 
certainly think we need a Manual of Discipline. 

Doctor Fulton’s motion did not prevail, 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


We recommend the following resolution : 

Wuersas, At the present time a large percentage of the children 
in our Sunday schools never unite with the Church, but drift away 
from it during the years of adolescence, and, 

Wuerzas, The future of the Church depends largely upon the con 
servation of her children, and their proper training, 

Wuerzas, The welfare of the whole nation is involved in the moral 


1, sup- 
plemental, and in addition to the regular lesson studies, a course in 
catechetical instruction, or literature in such other form as they 


may think best, to the end that there shall be a Systematic prepara- 
tion of the child for the duties of church membership and of Chris- 
tian citizenship, and that shall close the gap as nearly as may be, 
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ae now exists between the Sunday- school membership and church 
membership, 


Dr. W. O. Fries. Who are the “Educational Officers” in the 
Church ? Does that refer to the Educational Council that was pro- 
vided for in a special report yesterday? Those terms are not defined 
or referred to elsewhere. 

Tuer Preswenr. Have the committee an explanation as to what is 
meant by Educational Officers? - 

There was no response. 2 

Dr. W. O. Fries. Then, Mr. President, I want to move that it 
be so amended to say, “Educational Council”—we have provided for 
such, : 

Seconded. 

The motion was adopted, and the complete report, as amended, 
was adopted. 

Tus Preswent. Now, if we can have the report of the Committee 
oii Boundaries, if the secretary will kindly read. 

’ While the secretary was getting ready, the greetings of Rev. Wil- 
liam A, Suiiday were read to the Conference. 

Srcrerary Krpprn: This report has been distributed. ‘Both the 
first and supplemental reports. 

Seeretary Keppel then proceeded to read through Item 2. 

Rev. L. L. Eptey. I move to amend by striking out the word 
“State”; there couldn’t be anything else than Nebraska State Con- 
ference, and I don’t think we need that. 

Tim Present. Will you agree, Brother Epley, that the entire 
report may be read? 

Rey. M. R. Batsincer. There is an additional matter which has 
been considered by the committee on this second item, which might 
be considered as the regular report—the boundary between Nebraska 
State Conference and Colorado Conference, to be adjusted by the 
two conferences, This was recommended regularly by the committee 
since it was printed. 

Tim Prusiwent. Is that all right, Brother Epley? 

Rey. L. L. Eptry. Yes. 

Secretary Keppel then completed the reading of the printed report. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES. 

The Committee on Boundaries would submit the following report: 

1. That the name of the Georgia Conference. be changed to that 
of the Georgia-Florida Conference. 
NE er, BOG. i ae 
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2. That the East Nebraska, North Nebraska, and the West Ne- 
braska conferences be granted an enabling act for the formation of 
a State-wide conference, known as Nebraska Conference. 

3. That the Lower Wabash and the Northern Illinois conferences 
be granted an enabling act for the formation of a State-wide con- 
ference, known as the [linois Conference, whenever they shall deem 
it wise to do so. 

4, That an enabling act be granted permitting two or more of the 
conferences in the State of Kansas to unite into one conference. 

5., That an enabling act be granted the North Texas and Okla- 
homa conferences, to transfer the counties of Cimmaron, Texas, 
and Beaver, in the State of Oklahoma, and within the bounds of 
the North Texas Conference, to the Oklahoma Conference whenever 
they shall deem it wise to do so. 


Boundary of Conferences for the State of Indiana. 

6. Indiana Conference embraces all the territory in Indiana south 
of the following line: Beginning at the northwest corner of Sullivan 
County, thence due east to the west boundary of Bartholomew 
County; thence southeast to Columbus; thence eastward by way of 
Big Four Railroad to Greensburg, thence southeast by said railroad 
to the southwest corner of Franklin County; thence east along said 
county line to the Ohio State line. 

Lewis class in Vigo County, Briley and Middlebury classes in 
Clay County, and Beech in Owen County, to be in Indiana Confer- 
ence, Columbus charge to be in White River Conference. 

The boundary between White River and St. Joseph Conference 
remains unchanged with the exception that the churches, Howard 
Chapel and Independence, of St. Joseph Conference, be ceded to 
White River Conference. 

White River Conference consists of all the territory in the State 
of Indiana lying between Indiana Conference and St. Joseph Con- 
ference. 

7. That Ostrander and Union be detached from Sandusky Con- 
ference and attached to Southeast Ohio Conference. 

8. That all the territory within the bounds of the State of Mich- 
igan now operated by the St. Joseph Conference pass to the juris- 
diction of the Michigan Conference. 

9, That all the territory in its entirety within the State of In- 
diana shall co-operate with the Indiana Central University. 

10. That the memorial from Virginia Conference relating to the 
co-operative territory for Lebanon Valley College be referred to ‘the 
Board of Education. é 

11. The time and arrangements for securing this fund shall be 
referred to the Board of Education in eo-operation with officials of 
Bonebrake Seminary and the colleges. 
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Additional Report of the Committee on Boundaries. 


That the boundary of the six Bishops’ districts be as follows: 

{. East District—Allegheny, East Pennsylvania, East Tennessee, 
Georgia, Florida, Erie, Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, and 
Chickamauga conferences. 

9. Central District—East Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky, Miami, Ohio 
German, Sandusky, Southeast Ohio, and West Tennessee conferences. 

3 Northwest District—Iowa State, Lower Wabash, Michigan, 
Minnesota, Montana, Northern Illinois, St. J oseph, White River, and 
Wisconsin conferences. 

4. Southwest District—Colorado, Nebraska, Missouri, Neosho, 
North Kansas, North Texas, Oklahoma, Southwest Kansas, and 
Louisiana conferences. ; 

5. Pacific District—California, Columbia River, and Oregon 
conferences. ; 

6. Foreign Mission District—China, Japan, Philippine, West 
Africa, Porto Rico conferences. 
KE. R. Baser, Chairman. 


Rev. J. W. Laxe. Mr. Chairman, that Number 2 is eliminated. 

Srcretary Keprrn. We will read the additional provision thereof. 
That the East Nebraska, North Nebraska, and the West Nebraska 
conferences be granted an enabling act for the formation of a State- 
wide conference, known as Nebraska Conference. The boundary 
between Nebraska and Colorado conferences shall be adjusted by 
the two conferences. 

Tun Pruswent. The entire report is now before you and unless 
you have some motion to amend, we will put the vote on the adoption 
of the complete report. 

Rev. J. B. Connert, of Lower Wabash Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, the boundary between Lower Wabash and Northern Illinois, 
as given in the Discipline, is not correct. We would simply like to 
have it corrected. Four years ago the Boundary Committee brought 
in a report giving a line which was not satisfactory to the two con- 
ferences, and they were authorized to arrange a line satisfactory to 
themselves, and they did so, but in some way the original report got 
into the Discipline. We would like to have the matter corrected. 

Tue Presipent. Did you have this before this committee? 

Rev. J. B. Connerr. It was suggested, but I see that it is not in 
the report. 

Tue Preswent. Then will you state in what exact form it 
should be? 

Rev. J. B. Connett outlined as follows: 
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Beginning at the mouth of the Illinois River; thence up said 
river to the northwest corner of Greene County, thence along the 
northern line of Greene, Macoupin, and Montgomery counties to the 
northeast corner of Montgomery County, thence along a straight 
line across Christian County to the southwest corner of Macon 
County, thence along the south and east lines of Macon County, 
thence along the west and north lines of Piatt County, thence along 
the west and north lines of Champagne County, thence along the 
west and north lines of Vermillion County to the Indiana State 
line. Cherry Grove and Dalton City churches to be in Northern 
Illinois Conference. 


Rey. J. B. Connerr. That was really adopted by the report of the 
committee as formerly given, but was placed in the minutes of four 
years ago by mistake. I move to amend so as to say this be the 
line. 

Seconded. 

This was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. A. FE. Wright, the word “State” was stricken 
out of the second line of Item 3, and the item, as amended was 
approved. 

On motion of Rev. L. L. Epley, the word “State” was stricken out 
from the third line of Item 2. 

Rev. George Geicer, of Southeast Ohio Conference. - I-simply rise 
as to No. 9. Has the General Conference the authority to assign 
territory throughout the Church? If so, I move that this item be 
stricken out. 

Seconded by Rey. R. A. Hitt. 

Rey. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. “Mr. Chairman, I 
thought possibly I might come in in time to offer an explanation 
in behalf of the committee. Four years ago in changing the boun- 
dary lines, the General. Conference gave it as the sense of their 
deliberation that that portion of the State that belonged to Lower 
Wabash Conference should continue with ‘Westfield College, and 
inasmuch as the General Conference took that action four years 
ago, and farther, inasmuch as that territory has not co-operated with 
any conference the last four years to any extent, but have held them- 
selves as being neutral because they knew that they logically be- 
longed to Indiana Central and within the bounds of the State of 
Indiana, did not belong to the other territory—the other conference 
—they practically did nothing in the past four years. 
took it upon ourselves to sort of follow the trend or su 
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four years ago and give it as our opinion that as it is within the 
State of Indiana and only a small portion of territory at that, that 
it should co-operate with the balance of Indiana, with Indiana Cen- 
tral University. And we still believe that ought to be the sense. 

Rev. Grorce Gricrr. My objection is to the positive statement 
that the General Conference assumes to assign this territory, so that 
shall become a precedent for the future. If the meaning is that 
this would-not become a precedent for the future, I have no objection 
for the item. 

Tre Present. It is the understanding of the chair that this 
was done by consent of the parties interested. 

Rev. Grorce Geicer. That will be satisfactory if it is understood 
that it will be in that form—if the bodies interested are satisfied. 
I should be opposed to the arbitrary arrangement of the General 
Conference in that respect. 

Tur Presiwent. I see your point. Do you want that a motion 
shall be before the body ? 

Rev. Grorce Geicer. I prefer that it be voted down. 

Rev. W. M. Jones, of North Kansas Conference. Does not the 
proposal to adopt the report of the educational system adopted 
a moment ago in Article 3 cover that? 

Dr. I. A. Horprook, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. President, 
Mr. Jones made the very point I wanted to raise on the one side, and 
on the other side it has been the custom for the territory itself to 
decide where it wants to co-operate. I think it would be a danger- 
ous precedent for this General Conference to decide just where ter- 
ritory should co-operate. And I would be opposed to the resolution 
as printed in the minutes. 

Rey. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. I don’t think 
this ought to be stricken out. Four years ago, as a sort of compro- 
mise, the General Conference granted this, in the arrangement of 
the boundaries between the two conferences four years ago, and this 
territory rightfully belongs to White River Conference, and should 
co-operate with Indiana Central University. It was the action of 
this body four years ago in allowing that as a sort of compromise. 
And now we are asking that it be put back where it properly 
belongs, not as a precedent at all, but because it belongs to co- 
operating territory. Now, we are asking you to undo it and put 
it back where it belongs. 
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Rev. S. L. Topp. As this action four years ago did not appear 
in the Discipline and only in the minutes of the Conference, and 
as the boundary was not changed until the sitting of the Conference, 
and therefore as it is not in the Discipline, I think the item might 
be stricken out. I favor striking out. 

Pror. I. J. Goon, of White River Conference. This territory is 
co-operating or is a part of White River Conference. White River 
Conference co-operates with Indiana Central University and is only 
a small part of territory left té Westfield, which is a part of White 
tiver, and it can’t decide itself where it should co-operate, and I 
think this should not be stricken out. 

Dew, 8. Fownow. Ut ja motia question of a small portion of ter- 
ritory out there. The question at. issue before this body is whether 
this body itself shall now say that certain territory shall co-operate 
with a certain school. If it has a right to say it to this small por- 
tion, it has a right to say to my conference that it shall co-operate 
either with Otterbein University or with Lebanon Valley. That is 
the principle in the thing, and inasmuch as you have already pro- 
vided that this Board of Education shall determine this thing, sub- 
ject to the action of the conferences, or agreeably to the conferences, 
why, that is the proper place to take this thing, and therefore I hope 
that we will strike this item out. 

Mr. C. E. Bictow, of Lower Wabash Conference. As we are the 
parties interested in this, we are perfectly willing that they correct 
the action of the last General Conference, if they want to, because 
they paid absolutely no attention to the direction of the General 
Conference. 

Item 9 was stricken out. 

Dr. W. O. Frizs. Mr. President, on the same ground, I move tha 
elimination of Item 10, 

This motion was adopted and the item eliminated. 

Dr. S. W. Paut, of East Tennessee Conference. I move that the 
boundary of East Tennessee Conference be changed so as to in- 
clude the-counties of the Tennessee and Virginia line. 

Tue Presiwent. Name the item, please; the number of it. 

Doctor Paun. The conference isn’t mentioned in the boundaries’ 
report—simply to be left as it was. I wat the boundary changed. 

THe Preswent. Would that be a new item ? 

Docror Paun. A new item, as follows: 
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That the boundary of the East Tennessee Conference be changed 
so as to include the counties of Lea, Scott, and Washington in the 
State of Virginia. 

This was adopted. 

Rev. @. P. Hopkins, of Michigan Conference. Instead of “Mich- 
igan Conference,” I wish to substitute the “State of Michigan,” 
which would make the article read, 

Item 8. That all the territory within the bounds of the State 
of Michigan now operated by the St. Joseph Conference pass to the 
jurisdiction of the Michigan Conference. ; 

Seconded and adopted. 

Dr. O. BE. WinaaMs, of Erie Conference. I would like to offer a 
new item: 

That an enabling act be passed permitting Orangeville and Sharps- 


well to be detached from Erie Conference, and attached to East Ohio 
Conference, if such can be done satisfactorily. 


Dr. J. H. Parrerson, of East Ohio Conference. Mr. President, 


-we have enough room up there now, we don’t want them. 


Tip Present. East Ohio isn’t favorable to the proposition. 

Dr. J. W. Owen, of Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to ask 
for the reason proposed in the first item. 

Rrv. J. W. Laxe. Mr. Chairman, it came as a memorial to the 
committee, and the parties concerned brought it before the com- 
mittee, and we acted favorably. 

Dr. J. W. Owen. I want to say that this territory is in two 
States. If we want to do that all the way through, we will burden 
our Discipline with big names. We could call our Conference Penn- 
sylvania-Maryland just as well. 

Rev. I. W. Brarss, of Georgia Conference. Mr. President, the 
reason for asking a change of name was that as the larger part of 
the membership in what we call Georgia Conference is now in Flor- 
ida, and in the report stating the number of Methodist Protestants 
and United Brethren in different States, it gave so many of the 
Methodist Protestants in Florida, and not a single United Brethren, 
when we have more members than the Methodist Protestants have, 
and so I wanted the name changed that the people would understand 
that we have United Brethren in Florida. 

Mr. G. A. Lampert, of White River Conference. I move to amend 
the Boundary Committee’s report as follows: 
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That an enabling act be granted, permitting two or more of the 
conferences in the State of Indiana to unite into one conference. 

This was seconded and adopted. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. Mr. President, I am very much interested in 
correct statements, and having things put in the correct forms, so 
as to be the best understood, and there are a number of things that 
I would like to suggest in this additional report, and T think I will 
name them before saying anything about them. First, that the East 
District be called the Baltimore District; the Central District, the 
Cincinnati District; the Northwest District, the Chicago District; 
the Southwest District, the Kansas City District, and what is called 
the Foreign Mission District here, be called the Foreign District, 
which it is; and that the word “conferences” be added after “Chick- 
amauga” in the first, and after “Oregon” in the fifth, and that 
the “s” be eliminated from the “Philippines”—it does not belong 
there as the name of the conference—in order that this may be cor- 
rect. Now, I move that the name of these districts be indicated as 
I have stated, to give the principal city in the district rather than 
these general terms. It will be more definite than East or Southeast 
or Southwest or Central. 

Seconded. 


Mr. J. H. Ecxets, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move you that 
we do now adjourn. 
Seconded. 


Bisnop Marnews. I will not detain you but for a moment. For 
eight years I have had a very deep conviction on this matter as to 
the specific district—with all appreciations of everything that is 
said with reference to all those who are on that district and the 
splendid Bishop of the district, first let me say, it is my conviction— 
I like to record my conviction, at least, that it is unwise to respect 
anything like provincialism. There is just as good reason for a 
great Southern District, if it is uniform territory, as a Pacifie Dis- 
trict. It is unfair to the resident Bishop of that district. It is 
necessary to print upon the letter head, territory that has no econ- 
stituency in the United Brethren Church in order to appear as it 
ought to be before the other denominations everywhere. It is unfair 
to place a person as superintendent over three conferences when you 
place other superintendents over ten conferences, and even the for- 
eign Bishop over five conferences. It is unfair to the others. It is 
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not fair for one superintendent to be responsible for ten conferences - 
in the Eastern District, another eight in the Central District, an- 
other nine in the Northwest District, another nine in the Southwest 
District, and five in the Foreign District, and only three in the 
Pacifie District. And it is unfair also to say that you will allow 
any one, whoever he may be, to preside over three conferences, and 
compel the foreign Bishop to preside over five conferences, scat- 
tered all over this world. Where will he live, and where will he go? 
Isn’t it unfair to ask that one should go to Africa, China, and the 
Philippines? I say, there is unfairness about it. There could be a 
distribution that would be equal and fair. I speak of it to record 
“my deep conviction of such discrimination in the administration 
of the Church. 

Doctor Gaset, Chureh Erection Secretary. “Mr. President and 
Members of the General Conference, I don’t want to enter into any 
discussion, but there seems to be a misapprehension on the part of 
some, relative to the administrative expense of the Church Erection 
Department. You will find that the expenses were not nearly as 
much as was apprehended or stated here, and I think we ought to 
publish to the world, not the highest possible expense, but the least 
expense. I suppose there is a misapprehension. 

Following a few announcements, the motion to adjourn prevailed 
and: the benediction was pronounced by Dr. W. F. Gruver, of the 
' Virginia Conference. 


EIGHTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Fripay, May 16, 1913. 

Conference convened at 2:00 p.m., with Bishop Weekley presiding. 

Professor Ruebush led in singing, “Come, thou fount of every 
blessing,” and Rev. George Geiger, of the Southeast Ohio Confer- 
ence, led in prayer. 

Rev. Ray Upson then led in singing, “Ilow firm a foundation.” 

Tue Presipent. What is the pleasure of the Conference? 

Srecrerary Krppen. All the reports of our General Church Treas- 
urer have been submitted. He would like to submit some statements 
in regard to those reports himself. I think he ought to be given 
that opportunity at some time before the close of the Conference. 

Tur Presipent. Have you any remarks to make, Brother Miller, 
touching your reports or your work ? ze 
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Mr. L. O. Mitirr. Mr. Chairman, I have nothing special to say, 
brethren of the Conference, my reports will speak for themselves. I 
regret that the reports were distributed to you at a time when you 
have been so busy that you have not had the opportunity to take into 
consideration one or two suggestions that I have made in some par- 
ticular items. I think I will call your attention to the Sunday-sehool 
Report, and to one special item named on the second page of that 
report, where one of the Conferences during one year of the quad- 
rennium failed to send to the treasurer’s office any amount that 
was collected within the bounds of that conference for General Sun- 
day-school purposes. I think it would be proper and right for this 
General Conference to express itself and give some order as to the — 
disposition of that fund which has not yet reached your treasurer’s 
office. 

Another report I would like to call your attention to is that of 
the Board of Education, and especially in reference to the fund for 
beneficiary aid—I would like to have you read that item and see 
what is being done with that special fund, how in years that have 
gone, these moneys have been lost to the board by the failure of the 
beneficiaries to return them, which they have been under contract 
to return, and if possible give some instruction to the coming Board 
of Education as to the future disposition of that money. 

You may be interested in knowing something of the gross amount 
of business passing through your treasurer’s office. I simply wish 
to state in regard to this item that in the last quadrennium there 
has passed through this office over $1,800,000. [ Applause. | 

THe Preswent. I believe, according to your order, the Church 
Union question is to be taken up now. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. The Committee on Superintendency has a 
supplemental report to make- 

Tur Presiwent. Will you hear that report 4 

Mr. A. H. Resgss, of West Virginia Conference. The following 
is the Supplemental Report of the Committee on Superintendency. 


We, your Committee on Superintendency, recommend that. this 
Genera]:Conference grant the relation of Bishop Emeritus to Bishop 
Carter. ms 

SIGNED BY THE CoMMI?TER. 

Tuer Presipent. Will you adopt this? : 

Mr. E. L. Saury. Mr. Chairman, will your committee please tell 
us why ? 
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Mr. L. O. Mituer. Mr. Chairman, I think another matter ought 
to be understood, too, on passing upon this. I speak of it as the 
custodian of your funds. You have already passed your salary bud- 
get, which includes the item for Bishop Emeritus at half pay, and 
you want to vote intelligently upon this as to whether the committee 
intends that this half pay shall apply to this new emeritus relation, 
if you so order. 

Tue Present. The chairman can answer. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. It is to be without pay. 

Tur Presipentr. As many as favor the adoption of this report 
will indicate by lifting the hand; opposed by like sign. 

Secretary Keppev. I rise to a point of order. Not one-third 
voted. I don’t believe it is right to make Bishops by a one-third vote. 

Mr. EF. L. Suury. Mr. Chairman, I don’t want to seem personal; 
IT am going to say what I would say if my best friend, my father, 
was in the same position. I would have to oppose it because of the 
principle involved. I am very sure that Bishop Carter does not 
want it suggested, and his friends don’t want it suggested, to say 
that he is too old to work. He is not built that way and he is going 
to do a lot of good work in the world yet, but he has not come to 
the time when he wants to write “Emeritus” after his name. The 
principle is the thing I am after here, and that only, and I don’t 
believe we ought to set a precedent of this kind in this Church of 
ours. 

Ture Presipent. All are expected to vote, according to the rules. 
As many favoring the adoption of this report as coming from the 
Committee on Superintendency— 

Pror. H. H. Basu, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
would like to ask whether the election of this brother, as Bishop 
Emeritus, necessarily implies that he will need to do no work, or that 
he will not be expected to do any work? While I am speaking, I 
would like to just make one other statement. I have not said much 
during the sessions of this Conference. I want to say that I have 
been very proud of many things that this General Conference has 
done. This is my first experience in a General Conference, and I 
have been very much interested in the business that we have trans- 
acted, but I want to say to you frankly that there is just one thing 
that we have done that I am somewhat ashamed of, and I think we 
have established a precedent in doing it that we should be careful 
to avoid and,to rectify as soon, as possible. I refer to the retirement 
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of one of the general officers of this Church, Colonel Robert Cow- 
den, who had reached the age where he must, I understand, ask to 
be retired. We retired him after he had given years of his life to 
the service of this Church, and we debated for a while whether or 
not we should pay him any salary after he was retired, and we 
finally decided we would not pay him, and then by a special action, 
said we would pay him only for one year. I do not understand, 
Brother Bishop and brethren, why this great Church of ours should 
be any less generous or any less just to the men who serve it during 
their years of usefulness, than other bodies or than corporations, 
either, are. There are many corporations in this country who take 
care of their men after they have served the corporations for many 
years. At the end of this present month, the Altoona School Dis- 
trict, in which district I ‘worked, will retire three men, any one of 
whom have served a fewer number of years in that district than the 
brother served in this Church who was retired the other day. And 
that district did not hesitate for a minute about looking after the 
interests of those men. There was no suggestion that they be retired 
at half pay during the remainder of their lives, but without question 
they were retired on full pay for the remainder of their lives. I do 
not see why this great Church. should be any less generous or any 
less fair to its general officers than a school district is. 

It seems to me we are establishing a dangerous precedent, breth- 
ren, when we insist upon paying the general officers of this Church 
such a limited salary that makes it absolutely impossible for them 
ever to accumulate any money to look after their wants in old age, 
and then after insisting upon paying such low salaries after they 
have given twenty, thirty, or forty years of their life to this Church, 
you simply set them aside and expect them to look after their own 
wants. It seems to me it is wrong, and I don’t see why the Church, 
am institution that should stand in the front for charity and for 
generosity and for justice, should be any less generous to those who 
serve them for a period of years, or any less just in this respect than 
corporations, or school districts, or other institutions. I hope that 
we will decide yet before this/Conference ends, to look into this 
matter and devise a plan by which the men that serve this Church 
will be adequately provided for when they have reached the end of 
their days of usefulness. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. May I ask the brother a question ? 

Tue Presipent. Proceed. 


540 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Docror Bonrpraxe. In the retirement of your school teachers, 
would you retire the superintendents on pay, or the teachers down 
through the grades % 2 

Proressor Batsu. Every employee of the district. We retired five - 
of these; three are principals and two are grade teachers. 

Docror Bonesrake. I think that is just. There should be no 
distinction. in retirmg the heads of our Church without also pro- 
viding means for those who haven’t stood at the head, but served 
the Church just as faithfully. 

Rey. D. L. Dous, of Oklahoma Conference. I cannot vote intelli- 
gently. I want to know whether this is without salary? 

THe Prestpent.- They say, without salary—all-in favor of adopt- 
ing the report will show the hand; opposed to it, by like sign. It is 
adopted. 

Secretary Keppen. Mr. Chairman, I understand that this is the 
hour set for the special order. We have been proceeding to consider 
reports and then lay them by. There are now three reports in such 
shape. Might we not hold the general order for about fifteen min- 
utes, and finish the Boundary Report? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

SrcreTary Keppren. If I may read this? (Reads Doctor Drury’s 
motion to change the names of the Bishops’ districts.) 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I do not see that we can very much improve 
on the original report as it comes from the committee, and I stand 
for that. 

Dr. A. S. Hammack. J want to move an amendment, making 
the East District the Washington District. 

Seconded. 

This amendment was not agreed to. 

Rey. E. R. Basser, of Northern Illinois Conference. The commit- 
tee has discussed this question very thoroughly—the naming of the 
districts especially—naming them for some of our cities would seem 
to localize the work. There are presiding elder districts named for 
some of these cities, and we went over that very thoroughly and very 
carefully, and it was the sense of the committee unanimously, I be- 
lieve, that they be called by the names indicated in the report. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. I very positively oppose this amendment. 
We don’t want our name changed on the Pacific Coast,.and the 
people that appeared before this committee came to a decision in 
regard to naming them, according to their location, instead of nam- 
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ing them after some city.. Washington does not tell where that 
district lays nor what it includes. It is down to a definite place, 
sure, but it doesn’t give us relationships. These names tell the 
part of the United States, the relationship the one district is to the 
other—the Eastern, the Pacific; you have got the location. 

Dr. I. A. Horpsroox; of Iowa State Conference. I am from what 
is noted here, the Northwest District. I object to it being called 
Northwest. It extends fifteen to seventeen hundred miles still west 
of me. I object to putting Michigan in the Northwest District and 
putting Indiana, directly south of it, in the Central District. I ob- 
ject to putting southern Illinois in the Northwest District with Mon- 
tana. These things are not consonant with the facts, and the names 
do not indicate properly where the conferences belong and the dis- 
tricts lie, and I am opposed to calling it the Northwest District. I 
would rather have it named by any important city in our midst, which 
would indicate something about the locality. This indicates some- 
thing that is not true to fact. 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of California Conference. I suggested these 
names because the names given, as Doctor Holbrook has said, don’t 
indicate anything. They are not definite enough. All these cities 
are important Church centers for us, every one of them, and they 
aré very important church centers, but they are important centers 
in every other way. They are important centers educationally, com- 
mercially, charitably, and philanthropically, as far as those interests 
are concerned. These are all great cities and these conferences 
naturally group about these centers, and the Bishop’s work cannot 
be referred to in connection with his district without this indicating 
the center of his work, the center of his district. It is more digni- 
fied. It means something when we speak of the Chicago District, 
the Kansas City District, the Cincinnati District, or the Baltimore 
District; we indicate the center of the great territory surrounding 
these cities which is served by the Bishops of these respective dis- 
tricts. And it is just as it used to be when we named our country 
charges after some preacher or prairie—we quit that long ago, and 
we named these charges after the principal point, after the principal 
city, so that the chief city of his charge, the chief town, giving his 
post-office address, and it dignifies the work to have a’ name that 
means something connected with it. 

Rev. R. A. Hirt, of Southeast Ohio Conference. My understand- 
ing is that the amendment is to change the name of the Central 
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District to Cincinnati District. We object to that. If you want to 
name it for any city, name it for Columbus. I would make a mo- 
tion to amend the amendment if I thought the amendment would 
earry. 

Mr. J. W. Martin, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I move the 
previous question. 

Seconded. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The amendment did not prevail. 

Srcrerary Kepper. JI move an amendment, that we strike out the 
word “Mission” from the name of the Foreign District, and call it 
“Foreign District,” instead of “Foreign Mission District.” 

This motion was seconded and prevailed. 

Rey. J. W. Witson, of Allegheny Conference. I think we ought to 
add after “Chickamauga” on the East District, the word “Confer- 
ence,” and the same thing after “Oregon” in the Pacific District, 
and I so move. 

Tur Presipent. ‘That was done this morning by common consent. 

The last item, as reported by the committee, was then adopted, 
as amended. 

“Sroretary Keppen. The report is now ready for adoption as a 
whole. 

— -Rry. O. E. Wi1aMs, of Erie Conference. I move that an enabling 
act be passed permitting Orangeville and Sharpwell to be detached 
from Erie Conference and attached to Kast Ohio Conference, if such 
ean be done satisfactorily. 

This was seconded and adopted. The report was then adopted as 
a whole. 

Dr. J. S.. Futton. Mr. Chairman, if it is in order, I would like 
to eall the attention of the General Conference that no reference is 
made by any of the boards reporting to this body of any provision 
for filling the vacancy in the office of any of the general secretaries, 
if such should oecur by death or resignation. And I therefore move 
you, Mr. President, that the Committee on Government of the 
Church bring in a law governing this feature. 

Seconded. 

The motion prevailed. 

Pror. A. A. Maysitues, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, the 
Committee on Correspondence has some communications. 
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Decatur, Intrors, May 15, 1918. 
Mrs. Bishop Mills. 

Dear Sister: The General Conference, sharing your bereavement, 
in its loss of the wise counsel, Christian influence, and executive 
direction of Bishop Mills, and remembering your own sacrifice for 
our beloved Church and your devotion to it still, sends to you this 
expression of its sympathy, with its prayers for God’s choicest bless- 
ings upon you. 

(Signed) ComMirrrr ON CoRRESPONDENCE. 


A copy of this was also sent to Mrs. Bishop Weaver and Mrs. 


Bishop Kephart. 
The committee has also this correspondence: 


Decatur, Iniinois, May 16, 1913. 
Tion. Matt. Edmonds, McLouth, Kansas, 

Dear Brother: The General Conference is conscious of the ab- 
sence of one of its loved, respected, and useful members. 

It sends to you this expression of its tender sympathy with you 
in your hour of sickness, and prays that, in the providence of God, 
you may be speedily restored to vigorous health, that your Christian 
helpfulness, of which our Church has been so cognizant in the past, 
maybe continued among us. 

(Signed) ComMMirrrkr ON CoRRESPONDENCE. 

On motion, this report was approved. 

Bisuop Werrek.ey. I believe it would please us if the Committee 
on Correspondence would send a letter of greeting to Rev. Dr. Hicks, 
of Fostoria, Ohio, one of the greatest evangelists this Church has 
produced, and who is known all over our Church, and has done a 
great deal of work. 

On motion of Doctor Funkhouser, a letter was ordered sent. 

Dr. J. W. Witson, of Allegheny Conference. May I suggest that 
W. C. Adams, whose name appeared on the roll, and who was unable 
to be present on account of illness, be sent a letter. 

This was agreed to. 

At this point the Report on Church Union was distributed. 

Tue Presipent. It will be proper to hear the Report of the Com- 
mission*on Church Union first. Dr. W. O. Fries is the secretary. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. The work of this commission has been continued 
through almost the entire last quadrennium. Not that we were 
meeting so frequently, but by correspondence and careful consider- 
ation of the subject that we understood was committed to us. We 
have not reached a single conclusion without much prayer and very 
careful thought, and what we bring you to-day is the unanimous 
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decision of the commission—of those who were present. The first 
part of the report is simply a history of the work that was done 
by the commission, and by the commissions, in order to reach the 
basis of union. Much we have to submit as the second part of this 
report. 


To the ae Conference of the Church of the United Brethren in 
rist. 

We, your Commission on.Church Union, appointed by the Board 
of Bishops, according to the order of the General Conference at 
Canton, Ohio, 1909, submit the following report: 

The commission met at Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, July 24, 1912. 

Members present: Bishops G. M. Mathews, D.D., W. M. Weekley, 
D.D., W. M. Bell, D.D., T. C. Carter, D.D., Rev. W. R. Funk, D.D., 
Rev. A. P. Funkhouser, D.D., President F. E. Brooke, D.D., Rev. 
W. O. Fries, D.D., Rev. J. M. Knight, Hon. R. H. Bennett, and 


_ Judge S. W. Lott. 


Members of the commission absent: Bishop N. Castle, D.D., Mr. 
F. H. Green, Mr. G. A. Lambert, and Bishop J. S. Mills (deceased). 

The commission organized with Bishop Mathews, chairman, and 
W O. Fries, secretary. Following a brief discussion of the purpose 
and work of the commission, Dr. W. R. Funk offered the followmg 
statement and resolution: 

We have heard with great pleasure the following resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted by the General Conference of the Methodist 
Protestant Church, in its recent session in Baltimore, Maryland, 
looking toward the organic union of said church with the United 
Brethren in Christ: 

“We believe that a union of the Methodist Protestant Church and 
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ is both possible and 
practicable, and therefore, we authorize our Commission on Church 
Union to enter into negotiations with the Commission of the Church 
of the United Brethren in Christ just as soon as that commission 
is fully authorized to enter upon such negotiations. Therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That we, the members of the Commission on Church 
Union of the United Brethren in Christ, do most heartily recipro- 
cate such action, and stand ready to meet the Commission of the 
Methodist Protestant Church to work out the details for said union 
at the earliest possible date.” 

Pending the adoption of this resolution, Dr. A. P. Funkhouser, 
one of the fraternal delegates of our Church to the General Confer- 


- ence of the Methodist Protestant Church, spoke concerning his visit 


to said General Conference, emphasizing the deep interest mani- 
fested by that body in the matter of union with our denomination. 
Remarks were also made by Judge Lott, Doctor Funk, Bishop Week- 
ley, and other members of the commission, expressing their appre- 
ciation of the attitude of the Methodist Protestant Church toward 
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union with. our Church. The resolution of Doctor Funk was then 
unanimously adopted. 

Upon the adoption of this resolution, the commission outlined for 
itself a plan of, procedure in entering upon negotiations for the union 
of the Methodist Protestant and United Brethren churches. Before 
the commission adjourned it was agreed to ask for a meeting of the 
commission of the Methodist Protestant Church with our commis- 
sion in the third week in next November, 1912. 

Tn answer to the joint call issued by Bishop G. M. Mathews, 
Chairman of the United Brethren Commission, and Rev. Lyman E. 
Davis, D.D., President of the Methodist Protestant General Confer- | 
ence and Chairman of their Commission on Church Union, the two 
commissions met at Columbus, Ohio, November 21, 1912. 

The following members of the commission were present: 

From the Methodist Protestant Church: Rev. L. E. Davis, D.D., 
Pres. Thos. H. Lewis, D.D., Rev. M. L. Jennings, D.D., Rev. D. G. 
Helmick, D.D., Rev. ©. D. Sinkenson, D.D., Mr. J. F. Howe, J. FE.” 
Patterson, Col. J. J. Barge. Absent, Mr. S. A. Harris. 

From the United Brethren Church: Bishop G. M. Mathews, D.D., 
Bishop W. M. Weekley, D.D., Bishop W. M. Bell, D.D., Bishop cere 
Carter, D.D., Rev. W. R. Funk, D.D., Rev. A. P. Funkhouser, D.D. 
Rev. J. M. Knight, Rev. W. O. Fries, D.D., Pres. I’. EK. Brooke D.D., 
Hon. R. H. Bennett, Judge S. W. Lott, Mr. G. A. Lambert. Absent: 
Bishop N. Castle, D.D., Mr. F. H. Green, Bishop Mills (deceased). 

The commissions were organized for work by appointing the 
chairmen of the respective commissions, Bishop Mathews, United 
Brethren, and Dr. L. E. Davis, Methodist Protestant, to preside 
alternately over the sessions; and that W. O. Fries, United Brethren 
and J. J. Barge, Methodist Protestant, act as secretaries for the 
joint meeting. After somewhat extended statements had been made 
by the different members of the commissions concerning the con- 
templated union of the two churches, the following resolution was 
presented and unanimously adopted: 

“Resolved, That the Commissions on Church Union of the Chureh 
of the United Brethren in Christ and the Methodist Protestant 
phe now acualet in joint session, do declare in favor of 
he organic union of these two churches he 
work out the details of said union.” 9 AnO Ay Tae a 
Siaten saves pipes boo hae eae Kot kee am corayRly 

I ¢ zanl se churches might be ef- 
fected so as to satisfy their respective members, and best conserv: 
and legally convey all property interests of the two churches to the 
new organization. In order that everything involved in the Bet 
of the union of these churches might be most carefully consider ea 
four special committees were created, to which the matters of 5 ah 
Pie PONE educational, vested, and benevolent interests were re- 


r 


HAG 


a 


Ue UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


The following committees were designated: Doctrine and Polity— 
W. M. Weekley, M. L. Jennings, G. M. Mathews, G. D. Helmick, 
L. E. Davis, N. Castle, W. O. Fries. Vested Rights and Publishing - 
Interests—W. R. Funk, L. E. Davis, S. W. Lott, J: E. Peterson, 
R. H. Bennett, J. F. Howe. Educational Institutions—W. M. Bell, . 
T. H. Lewis, F, E. Brooke, J. F. Howe, G. A. Lambert, J. E. Peter: 
son. Benevolent Boards—T. Ce; Carter, J. J. Barge, A. P. Funk- 
houser, C D. Sinkenson, J. M. Knight, S. R. Harris, F. H. Green. 

Believing that these committees should have ample time for the 
consideration of their work, the commission adjourned to meet 
again in Columbus, Ohio, March 19, 1918. 

Pursuant to adjournment, the commissions met in joint session at 
Columbus, Ohio, March 19, 1913. 

The following members were present: 

Methodist Protestant Commission: lL. E. Davis, T. H. Lewis, 
M. L. Jennings, D. G. Helmick, C. D. Sinkenson, J. E. Peterson, 
J. F. Howe, S. R. Harris, J. J. Barge. All present. 

United Brethren Commission: G. M. Mathews, W. M. Weekley, 
W. M. Bell, T. C. Carter, W. R. Funk, A. P. Funkhouser, F. E. 
Brooke, W. O. Fries, J. M. Knight, R. H. Bennett, S. W. Lott, 
G. A. Lambert. Absent: Bishop Castle, Mr. F. H. Green, Bishop 
Mills (deceased). 

All of the special committees which had been appointed at the 
previous meeting of the commissions, made reports. These were 
duly considered by the commissioners. The exchange of opinion 
was frank and full. Believing that the matter of union was of such 
vital concern to a constituency of half a million persons, it was de- 
cided to defer final action upon all reports until the members of 
the commissions had had more time for thought and investigation. 
Accordingly it was agreed to adjourn to meet at the time and place 
designated by the chairmen of the commissions. 

In answer to a call issued by Bishop G. M. Mathews and Dr. _L. E. 
Davis, the commissions convened for the third time in joint session 
in Columbus, Ohio, April 28, 1913. 

Members present from Methodist Protestant Commission—L, FE. 
Davis, M. L. Jennings, G. D. Helmick, J. E. Peterson, J. F. Howe, 
Ci D: ’Sinkenson. Absent—T. H. Lewis, J. J. Barge, S. R. Harris. 

Members present from United Brethren Commission—G. M. Math- 
ews, W. M. Weekley, W. M. Bell, T. C. Carter, R. H. Bennett, J. M. 
Knight, S. W. Lott, W. O. Fries. Absent—N. Castle, W. R. Funk, 
A. P. Funkhouser, F. E. Brooke, G. A. Lambert, F. H. Green, Bishop 
Mills (deceased). 

One important phase of the work of the commission was the choice 
of a name for the two churches when they should become united. 
The final choice of the commissioners present at this meeting was 
the “United Protestant Church.” 

The reports of the various committees were again carefully con- 
sidered, revised, and finally adopted as they appear in our report. 


5AT 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


We, as Commissioners on Church Union, have conscientiously en- 
deavyored to perform the work committed to us, and herewith sub- 
mit for your consideration the following syllabus agreed upon for 
the union of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, and the 
Methodist Protestant Church. 


Doctor Fries then read the Syllabus of Union, as follows: 


SYLLABUS OF UNION. 


Prepared by the Joint Commissions of the United Brethren in 
Christ and Methodist. Protestant Churches. 


I, Name. 
The name of the churches composing this union shall be the 
United Protestant Church. 


II. Declaration of Faith. 


We, the representatives of the United Protestant Church, desiring 
to confess our inward and personal faith in Jesus Christ as our di- 
vine Savior, and, also, to express our acceptance of the holy Serip- 
tures as the inspired source of all our faith and the supreme stan- 
dard of Christian truth, and depending upon the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit to lead us into all truth, do make this declaration of 
our faith; and, in so doing, we do heartily renew the consecration 
of our lives to Almighty God and to the service of mankind: 

1. We believe in the one living and true God,-the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Ghost; that these three are one; that the Father 
and Lord of All, maker of heaven and earth, did send his Son, 
Jesus Christ, to redeem us from sin and death by the perfect obedi- 
ence of his holy will in life, by the sacrifice of himself on the cross, 
and by his glorious resurrection from the dead; that the Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of God and of Christ, moves in the hearts of men, calling 
them through the gospel to repentance and faith, awakening in them 
spiritual sorrow for past sin and confidence in the mercy of God, 
together with new desires and a new power to obey his will. 

2. We believe that, though man by disobedience became alienated 
from God, yet God would have all men return unto him; that to 
this end he has made himself known, not only through the works 
of nature and the consciences of men, but, above all, through Jesus 
Christ, his Son; further, that God is ever calling men through his 
love, and that they who hear this call of divine love, and do heartily 
put their trust in the Savior whom his love has provided, are assured 
by his Word of his fatherly forgiveness, of his free and perfect 
favor, the presence of his Spirit in their hearts, and of a blessed 
immortality. 

3. We believe that all who are, through faith, thé children of God 
constitute the Church of Christ; that they are the spiritual body of 
Christ of which he is the head; that it is their duty to associate 
themselves together in churches, not only for the maintenance of 
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worship and the ‘promotion of spiritual growth and fellowship, but, 
also, for proclaiming his gospel to all mankind, and for manifesting 
in their character the fruit of his Spirit; that for the comfort of our 
faith he has given to his church the sacred ordinances of baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. 

4. We believe that the holy Scriptures contain all things neces- 
sary to salvation; that they are the only rule of faith and practice; 
that is, they constitute the authoritative standard by which all reli- 
gious teaching and human conduct are to be regulated and judged. 

5. We believe that according to Christ’s law, men of the Chris- 
tian faith exist for the service of man, not only in the holding forth 
of the Word of Life, but in the support of works and institutions of 
sympathy and charity, in the maintenance of human freedom and 
the deliverance of those that are oppressed, in the enforcement of 
civic justice and the rebuke of all unrighteousness. 

6. We believe that Jesus Christ, having arisen from the dead 
and ascended into heaven, carries forward his work of saving men 
by sending the Holy Spirit to convict them of sin and to lead them 
to repentance and faith; that those who, through renewing grace, 
turn to righteousness and trust in Jesus Christ, continue to grow in 
sanctified character through fellowship with Christ, the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit, and obedience to the truth; that a holy life is 
the fruit and evidence of saving grace. 

7. We believe in the observance of the Christian Sabbath, as a 
day of holy rest and worship; that it is divinely appointed, and its 
observance is essential to the welfare of the civil community, and 
to the permanence and growth of the Christian church. 

8. We believe in the ultimate prevalence of the kingdom of Christ 
over all the earth; in the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Savior, Jesus Christ; in the resurrection of the dead, and a fu- 
ture just retribution for the deeds done in the body in this life. 


III. Constitution. 


1. All ecclesiastical power herein granted to enact or repeal any 
rule of discipline, is vested in a General Conference, composed of 
an equal number of ministers and laymen. 

2. The General Conference shall meet every four years, or oftener, 
if deemed necessary, and shall determine the qualifications of its 
representatives, the mode of their election, and the number to be 
chosen from each conference district. 

3. The General Conference shall elect, every four years, from 
among the elders of the church, such number of bishops or general 
superintendents, as shall be deemed necessary for the proper admin- 
istration of the work of the church. They shall preside at the ses- 
sions of the General Conference. In case none be present, the Gen- 
eral Conference shall elect a chairman pro tem. The United Prot- 
estant Church recognizes but one order in the ministry, and therefore 
the term “bishop” signifies, in our economy, an office and not an 
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4, The General Conference shall divide the territory of the church 
into conference districts, determining their number and boundaries. 
Said conferences shall hold annual sessions, and shall be composed 
of all elders, a lay representative from each pastoral charge, and 
licentiates who have traveled under the direction of the conference 
for two years, may be admitted to membership. 

5. The General Conference shall have full control of the church’s 
printing establishments, theological seminaries, missionary and 
church erection societies, educational and Sunday-school boards, and 
Christian Endeavor and brotherhood organizations. It shall also 
have power to establish and control any other department or institu- 
tion within the Church, which it may deem helpful in promoting its 
larger life and usefulness, and to enact such rules and regulations 
as shall be deemed necessary to enhance the growth and welfare of 
the annual conferences and local congregations. ‘ : 

6. The right, title, interest, and claim. of all property, both real 
and personal, of whatever name or description, hitherto acquired 
by purchase or otherwise, by any person or persons, for the use and 
benefit of either of the uniting churches, or that’ may be secured 
hereafter, are hereby fully recognized and held to vest in the said 
United Protestant Church, and the same shall be the legal successor 
to each of the denominations composing it, and is authorized to con- 
tinue same in force together with all boards, corporations, societies, 
associations, institutions, activities, and subordinate organizations 
and auxiliaries, so far and for such time as may be necessary to ac- 
complish their purpose, to discharge their obligations, to execute their 
trusts, to preserve their property rights, bequests, legacies, and other 
interests, and to conserve the effort of said denominations. 

7. The right of appeal shall be inviolate. 

8. Amendments to the foregoing Constitution and Confession of 
Faith may be proposed by any General Conference, two-thirds of 
its members agreeing thereto, and said amendments shall be sub- 
mitted to the several annual conferences of the church for ratifica- 
tion, two-thirds of the conferences voting in favor thereof being 
necessary to adoption. 


/ IV. Vested Interests. 

It is suggested that each of the denominations adopt the following 
resolutions: 

1. Concerning Organic Union: 

Resolved, That we, the Methodist Protestant Church and_ the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ, being similar in polity 
and alike in the essence of our faith, and, believing that the true pur- 
pose of religion is to teach men to adore God and to save them from 
sin, and that the great objective of the Christian Church is to teach 
true religion and to persuade men everywhere to accept Jesus Christ 
as their personal Savior, and that we can better conserve our Chris- 
tian efforts by joining in wholesome co-operation and fraternal love 
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in one organization than by continuing our separate organization, 
and an unwholesome rivalry and competition, do hereby unite said 
denominations in one organic body. oak 

2. Concerning Present Titles: 

We would encourage a proper transfer of titles of all property to 
the new organization as soon as may be done, although they need not 

“necessarily be disturbed or divested, but may remain as they are. 
Where charters provide that trustees or directors shall be elected from 
a certain denomination or conference, or in a particular manner, 
such amendment to the charter may be had as to permit the election 
of trustees from the united body, or in a manner to suit its conven- 
ience. In the case of organizations which cannot well be continued 
as separate organizations—such as annual conferences—conveyances 
should be made to the successor of such organization before the 
existing organization is discontinued. 

3. Concerning Future Acquired Titles: 

These should be vested in the new organization, or in its subordi- 
nate body, for the benefit of which the property is acquired, in each 
instance, using the full official title of such new organization. 

4. Concerning Abandoned or Disused Property: 

Funds realized from abandoned property should not be diverted 

- from the general purpose to which same .was originally devoted, and, 
in general, their use should be preserved, as far as may be, to the 
localities where the property is situated or the conference controlling 
same. All property abandoned at the time of this merger may be 
handled, controlled, and disposed of in the manner in which it would 
have been disposed of if this union had not taken place. When new 
elasses are organized by members of both denominations uniting, 
which classes shall occupy property theretofore disused, a proper 
resolution of the conference controlling same should authorize such 
use and a conveyance be made to trustees elected by the newly- 
organized class. : 


V. Educational Institutions. 


We have taken into consideration the educational interests of the 
two denominations, going over as carefully as our limited time per- 
mitted, the various educational institutions of our churches, seeking 
mainly to inform ourselves as to their condition and needs, to under- 
stand their environment, and, in a very tentative way, to forecast 
the possible effect the union proposed would have upon these insti- 
tutions. 

We would not be expected to offer at this time any definite sug- 
gestions with respect to the merging of any two or more of these 
institutions, as to whether any now existing should be discontinued, 
suppressed, or any new ones started, whether the work of any should 
be modified or the scope of any be enlarged, or a policy of concen- 
tration and intensive improvement be rigorously entered upon. These 
‘questions are of so great moment and affect so vitally large property 
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interests that it would.be inexcusable to attempt to deal with them 
until the most patient and prolonged investigation of every item had 
supplied us with the material for a deliberate judgment. as 

Another question of more general import and of no less gravity, 
is the question of the relation of the church to these institutions, 
questions of ownership, control, supervision, patronage, and support. 
How to reach a wise and at the same time an effective oversight, to 
set up educational standards, stimulate the deficient, prune the re- 
dundant, repress imprudent ventures, and encourage worthy ambi- 
tions, both financial and educational—this is a matter that we feel 
must be approached boldly as one demanding explicit and speedy 
solution; and yet one so delicate and sensitive to blundering legisla- 
tion that only those who know nothing about it would fear nothing. 

It seems to the members of the commissions on union, therefore, 
that these educational interests should be left as they are until the 
union is consummated, and that the united church should then 
promptly raise a commission to work out the problems after ex- 
haustive investigation. 

The two churches in their separate organizations seem to have 
the same convictions upon Christian education and the necessity, not 
to say the right, of denominational schools. They have both been 
trying to work out the problem of control. And if they should unite, 
they would have in their united capacity no strange task in this edu- 
cational work. 

It is the judgment of the commissioners, therefore, in view of the 
foregoing facts, that this problem is one which the united church can 
best undertake, and that it would only ecumber and perhaps retard 
the union to attempt to settle it in advance, 


VI. Benevolent Boards. 

We recommend: 

1. That these boards shall continue their work as directed by each 
church until the General Conference of the united church shall create 
new boards or order otherwise; and that the several boards shall 
press the work committed to them concerning our common Master’s 
kingdom, and whenever possible, each shall help the other into larger 
and more blessed achievements. 

2. That when the union is consummated, in the personnel, organ- 
ization, and management of the several boards, each present denom- 
ination be given equitable representation, always with absolute re- 
gard to the most hearty, consecrated, and efficient service in the 
world’s redemption, and the hastening of the coming of the kingdom 


of Christ upon earth. G. M. Maruews, Chairman. 
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This is signed by all but Brother Green, who. was not present at 
any of the meetings, and Bishop Mills, deceased. 

Great applause followed the reading of this report. 

Dr. W. H. Wasnincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I move you that the report be approved. 

This motion was seconded by Dr. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia, and 
others. 

Tue Presipent. The motion is to adopt this report coming from 
the commissioners. 

Dr. R. J. Wuirr. If we adopt this, is it understood that we adopt 
this confession of faith—if this be approved, does that carry with 
it the approval of the confession of faith in its entirety? I wish to 
call attention to the fact that nothing is stated here in regard to 
the approved judgment of each individual? There is nothing said 
in this confession of faith in reference to it. : 

Dr. A. P. Funxuouser. Then it is so left open to the individual, 
is it not? 

Dr. R. J. Wurrr. I wish to call attention to the fact that this 
commits the Church to the close millenarian view. I do not wish to 
be thought technical, but I cannot see the relationship of No. 6, the 
next to the last line of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit—sanctified 
through fellowship with Christ, the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 
and obedience to the truth. 

Tuer Present. You may want to hear a word from some of the 
commissioners. 

Rev. A. Orr, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
have just this word to say before this vote is taken. If I can be 
satisfied on just one point, then I am ready to vote with my whole 
heart in favor of this paper. If there remains any questions in re- 
gard to that one point, then I am not ready to vote, and that point 
is this: Is there any possible danger of litigation if we pass this 
paper? I will put it stronger than that—if there is any, even the 
least possibility that action of this kind will be followed by litiga- 
tion, then I am opposed to-day and forevermore. If that one point 
can be cleared up, and I can be satisfied on that, then I am in favor 
of voting for this proposed union; otherwise, not. 

Bisnop Betv. If the chair please, perhaps it is well enough for 
us to note, that the approval of the commission simply puts our 
commendation on what has been done in the way of negotiations, 
ad interim, but when you have your report of the Committee on 
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Church Union, you then really begin to come up to the question of 
detail and method as to how we shall put the whole question before 
the denomination to secure the final action. But, all that this mo- 
tion involves is to approve of the course and deliverance of your 
commissieners up to this time. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. Approving this paper is to commit one’s self 
to the intents and purposes of this whole business. It certainly is. 
Now, I should wish to be perfectly clear in voting upon the question 
as to the possible committal of myself and my sincere convictions 
on the question, so that my actions here to-day might not be mis- 
construed, so that my purpose and my final intention should be per- 
fectly well understood. Now, I take it because there are declara- 
tions in this syllabus that will be the final action not only in the 
adoption of this report, if it should be adopted here to-day, but the 
final action that is to be taken later in our purpose to unite with 
another church. And if I vote for the approval of this paper, I 
commit myself to that whole course of procedure. I certainly do. 

Pror. I. J. Goon, of White River Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 

think there was a commission appointed to arrange the plan that has 
been reported here, and if we think that they have done the best 
they can, we should approve it. When it comes to the matter of 
union, we may say that the arrangement may not work, and vote 
against it; but I think we should vote for the approval of this eom- 
* mussion’s work. 
_ Dr. P. O. Boneprake. See the Discipline, Article 8, in regard to 
changing any item in the Constitution. It is submitted for rati- 
fication to the Conference of the Church, two-thirds of the Confer- 
ence voting in favor, therefore to be necessary. I submit to you, 
people of the Conference, does that mean the preachers and lay dele- 
gates assembled, or the people as a whole? 


Tre Presioent. It means the Conference assembled, made up of. 


preachers and delegates, 

Docror Bonrprake. And does not mean to vote by a class? 

Rey. £. R. Baser; of North Kansas Conference. I would like to 
ask a question, If adopted, is this to be the permanent confession 
of faith? ts 

Tue Presipenr. I suppose it is, unless it is changed properly. 

Rey. E. R. Baper. If so, I see the reference there indirectly to 
the blood of Christ. 
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Dr. W. O. Frirs. Mr. Chairman, I would like to answer Doctor 
Bonebrake’s statement. You are aware of the fact that an amend- 
ment to the Constitution of the United States is not submitted to 
the vote of the people, but simply the general assemblies of the 
various States, because in those general assemblies there are the 
representatives whom the people have elected, and as the people have 
elected those representatives knowing that an amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States would be submitted to them, and 
that is as near the individual citizen as the amendmént goes. In 
the general assembly where the representatives speak the will of the 
people, so that we have thought that our American church would 
be democratic enough so as to put it on the same basis as the Con- 
stitution of the United States, were amended. It is true, it does 
not go down to the local member, to the individual member. If 
you will notice in our Discipline, under the present arrangement 
the annual conferences, by a two-thirds vote upon any recommenda- 
tion sent down by the General Conference, can change our Con- 
fession of Faith, but any change in the Constitution must be sub- 
mitted to the people of our Church. There is that difference. We 
offered that, we were on safeguard when we made this arrangement 
that tallied perfectly with the plan of amending the Constitution 
of the United States. 

Dr. A. P. FunxHousrr. Mr. President, it may be that there is 
confusion in the minds of the Conference in regard to this question 
of submission. This declaration of faith will go to our membership. 
This is not a union until it goes back to the membership of the 
Church to be voted upon. This provides that amendments to the 
Constitution adopted by the united church shall not go to the mem- 
bership, but to the annual conferences. This must go to the mem- 
bership. Whatever is done here is just starting it on its way. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. I don’t know 
why we should be in haste, when a question like this comes before 
us, when we have spent so much time over minor questions. We 
would like information. If this General Conference approves this 
and the Methodist Protestant Church approves it, what is to follow? 
Does this union contemplate that each church shall preserve its 
identity afterwards? The last item indicates that it shall. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. Would it not simplify matters if we would con- 
sider the report on Church Union in connection with this subject 
here? We have the detailed outline of procedure in this report of 
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the Committee on Church Union. That seems to be coming up all 
the time. What is to be the method of procedure? Here it is out- 
lined. Now, I move, Mr. Chairman, that this report— 

Doctor Funk. I assure you, this is a matter of great importance 
and we don’t want to cut off discussion on a matter that affects 
the life of two small denominations, great in their power, but small 
in their numerical strength and in the strength that is to accomplish 
great things in the kingdom. You may construe that for a little 
reason for union, and also for all time necessary for debate on this 
great subject. 

In answer to Doctor Seneff’s question, the object of No. 1 under 
Benevolent Boards, is this: That there should come boards, repre- 
sentatives of these two old denominations, if I am allowed to use 
that term, that the boards should have to be composed altogether 
of United Brethren people or of Methodist Protestant people, but 
that there should be an equitable division in the personnel of these 
boards in the first coming up after that fades away and we all 
become one in Christ Jesus. It was intended to hold together that 
identity for the time necessary. Now, my brethren, on the adoption 
of this paper you cannot do a greater thing in this General Confer- 
ence than to vote it through. You cannot do a greater thing for 
Christianity in this day than to become a leader in this forward 
movement for the uniting of the forces of the King, as he leads us 
out against the forces of evil. And so I hope, without a question on 
this paper, we will vote it through, and then determine under the 
committees’ work just how we will do it. 

Rey. A. Orr. If the chair please, I have this further question: 
Suppose now, that we vote this paper through, suppose it goes further 
on down to the people of both bodies, and the majority of both 
bodies approve. And then when it comes to carry out in fact the 
union of the two churches, five or ten thousand United Brethren 
scattered all over the country decide they won’t do it and remain to- 
gether and call themselves United Brethren in Christ and bring suit 
for the possession of the property—then what? 

Doctor Funk. They will lose. 

Rev. A. Orr. You do not convince me that they will lose by any 
means. 

Doctor Funk. They did before. 

Mr. J. W. Roru, of Allegheny Conference. And they will lose 
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Rey. A. Orr. Brethren, this is altogether a different question—it 
is altogether different. I don’t intend to block this, but I want 
to know about these things before we are pressed into a vote upon 
this question. I heard Dr. W. J. Shuey make the statement several 
years ago that he spent $35,000 of the Publishing House funds in 
defending our property in litigation before, and anything like that 
now would just simply ruin, in my judgment, the spirit of the whole 
matter, and we are a thousand times better off as we are than to 
do a thing like you would be guilty of here. 

Dr. A. P. FunxkHousrer. The Conference will want a full amount 
of discussion on every phase of this question, as the commissioners 
who have spent months at this business, are probably competent to 
bring them information. Now, I suggest that the order in the hands 
of the commission be followed somewhat in order that this informa- 
tion may be given. Let us hear from Bishop Mathews, the chair- 
man of our commission, then let Bishop Bell close the discussion 
with his statement. Upon the part of whatever we may have to say, 
let Judge Lott and Judge Bennett bring this legal information 
that we want, and in the beginning let every member of the Con- 
ference speak to his heart’s content. [Laughter and applause.] 

Bisnore Matruews. Mr. Chairman, we all recognize that this is 
an epoch-making hour in the history of this General Conference of 
our Church, in the democracy and charity and broad thought and 
- thinking of the membership of this Church. You have a right to 
demand everything that is involved in this commission, and you 
have a right to insist upon it. Haste would not be wise at an hour 
like this, and at a time like this, so that I want to express the im- 
portance of this movement and conditions to help those persons who 
are asking these questions, to understand the full light that shall fall 
upon the path as we shall follow towards the goal of organic union. 
You appointed a commission, and those commissioners met to serve 
you, and did their best under the leadership and guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. Whether they have succeeded sufficiently well to please \ 
you is a matter for you to determine. They met a number of times 
and finally came to the conclusion, and you have their report before 
you, and we might just as well answer the question, that it means 
organic union, which finally is the destruction of the identity of 
each denomination in the organic union, bringing the two into one; 
that is what it means, brethren. We might just as well tell you 
that; there is no use to conceal that, and in harmony with what has 
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been stated by brethren who read it, that church union seems to 
advance the glory of God and to be in line with the wise and ag- 
gressive thought of the great leaders of the church of Jesus Christ 
in this country. ) i 
I speak simply of my own heart. The principal thing in this syl- 
labus is putting the full statement of approval on it:so that it 
shall go up and down in the Church, or churches, for their final 
approval. I take it, that action on this paper now before you prob- 
ably means the approval of the work of the commissioners in such 
action you say, “You have done your work well.” The matter of 
this union that is proposed and the vote of approval and then will 
come before you for further consideration as to the method by 
which you will send it down to the various churches. We gathered 
together in the sweetest spirit, the spirit of fraternity. I think all 
the commissioners will agree with me, that never did any commis- 
sioners in the name of Jesus Christ meet together with such unan- 
imous and sweet fraternal spirit, manifested by some of the repre- 
sentatives the other day as they bore the fraternal greetings of their 
denomination to this Church, and they were genuine. We were very 
careful to see that we came to you as representatives of the United 
Brethren, with deep and Christlike genuineness, and they received 
our statement and manifested their genuineness in all the consider- 
ation and discussion of the things that were brought up in our work, 
and the desire of all who were connected on both sides was, to the 
glory of God. If I express my own heart’s desire and the desire of 
my brethren, it is, O God, to help us to seek thy will and to do thy 
will in this great purpose for the organic union of these two evan- 
gelistic churches. 
Our duties as representatives of our own denomination, so far as 
I can interpret the spirit of our commissioners, was this: The atti- 
tude,-first of all, was to care for the interests of this grand old 
Church, providing for and disposing of their interests, the guarding 
of our interests, as we conceived of the basis providing for a church’ 
union for the advancement of the kingdom of God in the world. 
Then we confronted difficulties. First we confronted the influence 
of traditional history. Why should we set aside the influence and 
those words, “We are brethren”?: Both denominations confronted 
the influence of traditional history, and this amounts to a great deal 
in the development and evolution of the kingdom of God through 
these various denominations. And also legal obstacles. We had 
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lawyers with us, whom we consulted from time to time, and who 
went into very thorough and careful investigation. We knew that 
there were possible legal difficulties in the change of the name; we 
knew also not only in the general history of the operations of vari- 
ous denominations in reference to coming together, but in our own 
experience, that change, especially of the confession of faith would 
make it possible for some legal difficulties and the precipitation 
of litigation. Those things we confronted. The governmental basis 
of the church we considered; the official names that should be united 
or agreed upon, and many things that I will not mention, for which 
TI must not take your time at this moment, as well as the property 
rights to which reference has been made. This is our attitude, I 
think I am representing the brethren everywhere, this is it: the 
merging of two denominations, these two denominations, severing 
friendships and the surrendering of that which is dear to us, our. 
name, that which charms us. We didn’t despise the history of our 
Church; we would not take the crown away from the brow of our. 
founder; not that. These difficulties we considered, they per- 
plexed us, we had to pray over them, but that which charmed me, 
and I think that which charmed the commissioners, was in the 
fixing of this name of the United Protestant Church, that it was 
for the purpose and proper scope and advancing the kingdom of 
God, and as settling upon this United Protestant Church, it seemed 
to us that other evangelical denominations would come in. Its 
proper purpose, it seemed to us, was to serve to the advancement 
of the kingdom of God in this land and all the lands of the earth, 
and we did our best, as it seems to me, in prayer and in discussion 
and conference and hard thinking and letter writing and correspond- 
ence, and we have simply, as your servants, brought this result to 
the General Conference. It is up to you as a Conference, and it is 
to you to come to such conclusions that it will be sent down to 
the local churches and conferences, and let them decide in the democ- 
racy of our Church, let them decide. as to whether our conclusions 
are wise for the advancement of the kingdom of God. Let me re- 
peat it, that these charmed my heart and caused me, with some de- 
gree of pain, to depart from the traditional history of our Church 
in this broader purpose, this higher purpose, the gathering of other 
denominations into a great combination under the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit and under Jesus Christ, our Captain and Master of 
the larger things. ; 
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If you, as a General Conference, see fit to put your stamp of 
approval upon it, and thus to decide upon certain metnods and meas- 
ures by which you shall send this down to the local churches, it 
is up to you; and as was said in the quadrennial address in the ‘be- 
ginning, the responsibility now rests upon every voter, from Porto 
Rico, from Africa and the Philippines, China and Japan, from 
the South, North, East, and West, a responsibility as never before 
in the history of this General Conference, rests upon those who are 
here before me. And vote, if it seems best to you, for the larger 
purpose, for the advancement of the kingdom of God. [ Applause. | 

Jupce S. W. Lorr. Mr. Chairman, and Members of this Confer- 
ence. It was a pleasure to me to be a member of this Commission 
on Church Union. It was a pleasure to me to mect with the joint 
commission at every session. We worked out a plan for church 
union, not in detail, we prepared what we thought was a good con- 
fession of faith, a good constitution, and-we submit it to you, be- 
lieving that it ought to be adopted. Now, as Bishop Mathews has 
said, the matter of name and the past entered into our discussions 
and into our deliberations. Personally, I have been brought up in 
the United Brethren Church all my life, my parents before me 
were United Brethren, and I love the United Brethren Church more 
than any denomination in the world. TI believe now, that this Church 
has a greater commission and that the union of these two denom- 
inations is a great commission, and we are going forth in this world, - 
doing a greater work for the Master than we can as separate organ- 
izations. We do not lose anything as a denomination in going into 
this union. 

If you adopt the confession of faith and compare it with the con- 
fession of faith in your Discipline, you will find, while it is worded 
a little bit differently, it, in substance, means the’ same; take the 
constitution and compare it with the constitution in your Discipline, 
and see what is the difference. It is practically the same. Now, by 
the combining of these two organizations into one, we can go forth 
to do greater work and do a greater work than we can‘as separate 
organizations. We will go out and try and get members into our 
body. We are glad when we can get them. We have this oppor- 
tunity to combine these two organizations and make a greater body 
that can do more effective work. I am heartily in favor of this 
union, and I believe if you adopt this, and send it out to the mem- 
bership of this Church, I think when they come to vote, that three 
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hundred and more thousand laymen of this Church—I am speaking 
from the standpoint of a layman—I think if you put this up to the 
membership of the Church, ninety per cent. of the laymen of this 
denomination will vote for this union. I may be mistaken about 
_that; but that is my honest belief. ; 

Docror Funk. May we hear you as to the legal side 2 

Jupce Lorr. Now, the question has been asked, whether this will 
get us into trouble from a legal standpoint. I cannot say whether 
it is right or not. It is my opinion if we should get into a legal 
tangle that we will come out on top. There is nothing to prevent a 
man from. commencing a lawsuit. There is not a man in this Con- 
ference that owes me anything, yet I can go this afternoon and com- 
mence an action against some of you for some money. It is easy to 
commence a lawsuit, but to come and win is another matter. In 
speaking of your past difficulties from another standpoint, some one 
said, “It cost $35,000 to carry on the lawsuits.” 

Doctor Funk. It did. 

Juvce Lorr. Doctor Funk says, It did. Suppose, before your 
Conference somebody had said we would have trouble and you would 
take the position to fight trouble, some would be of one opinion and 
some of another. I do not care what great movemeut you will start, 
you will find somebody who will hold a club over you and say, 
You will get into legal difficulties if you do that, and so let this 
legal question take care of itself. It is my opinion that if they do 
commence a suit, that we will go ahead as the United Protestant 
Church and hold all the property: It might be possible that in some 
instances and a peculiar donation, because it is a conservation of 
effort, because common business sense has taught us that is the 
way to do things. We say as a_ matter that once it is a matter of 
expediency to do it and a matter of principal is right, and that is 
what you have got here, but as the brother from Southeast Ohio 
says, if we are going to get into lawsuits and a legal scrap, he does 
not think it expedient. He will admit that is right, but he does 
not believe it is expedient, and if you are persuaded that what he 
says is true, then you stay out of this union. You are doing some- 
thing, as it is, but if we are not going to accomplish more for Jesus 
Christ by doing what he said we should, than we have been doing, and 
following our own way of doing it, then we had better keep out of 
it. No, my brethren, I cannot tell you there will be no lawsuits. 
When you go home and elect a class-leader, you may have seventeen 
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lawsuits started by seventeen members of your Church. I cannot 
tell, there is no way of telling who will start a lawsuit. Do you 
think they will? Of course, you don’t think so, and yet such things 
have happened. And so we may have lawsuits here; such things 
have happened. I can tell you what the law is on a proposition, 
and then just like as not some court would get at it and guess after 
I did and upset the whole thing. [Laughter.] But the proposition 
of law is clear, that bodies of this kind can merge, merge absolutely, 
so long as they preserve the essential principles of the body. I do 
not believe that we could present to our people a confession of faith 
that made us a Catholic Church and get a majority vote on it and 
take the property or anything else away from our own people, but 
so long as we preserve the confession of faith as it is, and the con- 
stitution in essense as it is, it is the United Brethren Church. And 
a lawyer one hundred years from now will see the three entities, 
the United Brethren Church, the Methodist Protestant Church, and 
the United Protestant Church, and they are simply doing business 
through this church. 

Take, for instance, a donation to the Leander Clark College. There 
may be given to Leander Clark College $50,000, to revert to the 
heirs of the donor in case the school is discontinued or relocated. 
That might happen that way, and if Leander Clark College had to 
go down it might be that that money would have to go back there, 
but this union has nothing to do with that proposition, that matter 
will be handled exactly the same as if this union had never taken 
place. Take the property over in Pennsylvania; they say it is con- 
‘trolled by an action of legislation granting the charter. Assume 
that it is, it is not the business of this merger to make any differ- 
ence with that charter or to control that property, but it is the 
business of the new constitution to administer the trust that exists 
there just exactly as it is created. That is one of the purposes if 
you put it in your charter in your new constitution, that it is not 
to take it away, that it is not to change it, that it is to administer 
it just as it is. Oh, brethren, I think that we would not be fair, we 
would not allow ourselves to be accused of being so small if we were 
to combine with the Methodist Protestant denomination and say, 
Here, Mr. Methodist Protestant, we want $400,000 that a friend gave 
you in Pittsburgh, and divide it among the’ United Brethren. We 
would not want to do that. Those schools you have raised $800,000 
for, you would not want to take that and turn it over to-the denom- 
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ination, because the men that gave that said it should be used 
for a particular purpose. And are we going to say to them that we 
will change the purpose or interfere with you at all? We say it is 
our business to administer that trust just exactly as it was created. 
Tf you will get that conception of the power, the purpose, and the 
attitude of this organization, I believe you will see where it not 
only will relieve the difficulty, but will be a greater incentive for 
people to go into it. 

And it is true from a business standpoint. Now, so far as your 
polity is concerned, your confession of faith, some of those members, 
your preachers, know a whole lot more about that than I do, smart 
as I am, [Laughter]. and the reason for it is that that is your busi- 
ness and you have worked it out. The legal side of it, I have worked 
out, and I believe that I know what the courts hold upon it, and I 
believe that I know what justice and right are upon that matter, 
and so I take it that the probability of lawsuits is reduced to the 
minimum, but to say that there will be none, I cannot say that. 
There will be men mean enough in the United Brethren Church to 
start lawsuits from sensuous motives. I don’t believe there are many 
of them, I think mighty few of them, and I have such confidence 
and know Methodist’ Protestant people that. whenever they thor- 
oughly understand the matter once, they will practically agree upon 
the proposition of the righteousness of the cause, and thus will co- 
operate so that we will practically have no lawsuits at all. Now, if 
there is any question that anybody wants ‘to ask upon any particular 
point, I should like to be glad to try and answer it. [Applause.] 

Rev. D. W. Cunnincuam, of West Virginia Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I am willing and I am in for the union, provided, now that we 
have heard the other side, coming from the commission. They 
haven’t told us the way out of trouble, if we get into it. They have 
given it as their opinion so and so. Now, when you come together 
as some of the leaders of the denominations, isn’t there a possibility 
of having three churches instead of two, as we have it now? I have 
traveled over some of the territory, T have heard expressions from 
both sides, I Have found very few Methodist Protestants in the terri- 
tory that I travel, in West Virginia, that stand in favor of it at all. 
They positively say that they have been Methodists, that they are 
Methodists, that they will live Methodists and die Methodists, and 
they will stay with their church, no difference what others do. Now, 
separate from the names of the two and take | 
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on a new name and I am going to ask the gentleman that preceded 
me, where is the mean United Brethren that will bring a lawsuit? 
It will not come from the side that stays with the Church, but the 
side that went out will have to institute a suit to get the property. 
The property of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ is 
deeded to the Board of Trustees as controlling, and if there shall 
be a number stay with the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, 
or the Methodist Protestant Church, the property is in their name 
in trust, that Board of Trustees who has it in trust. I want to ask, 
Where is there any power that you can take from members the 
property and turn it over to a new organization? I would like to 
know where it can be done. 

If we can come together as a whole and form a union and all agree, 
why, it would be all right; but if you are going to make three de- 
nominations, and I see the possibility of it, instead of two and al- 
most endless litigation, and it may come from the other side—it will 
come from the new organization to get possession of the property, 
I want to say to you that we are entering into something that is 
very dangerous instead of advancing. We talk about advancement 
and honor and the glory of God, but how are we to get it, how are 
we to proceed to get it, are we to step out and invite the court on a 
difficulty that seems to be possible in this matter to get it and impede 
the progress of the Church instead of carrying forward the great, 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ? 

Now, my friends, both of these lawyers have said their opinion 
won’t stand in the courts of West Virginia, [Laughter.] their opin- 
ion won’t stand in the courts of Pennsylvania; it may stand in their 
courts, but there are other courts, and somebody else will have to 
give the opinion. 

Mr. Jay M. Cogan, of East Ohio Conference. Mr. President, I 
see no difficulties in the way, and I am first, last, and all the time 
for church union. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. Mr. President, just a concrete illustration : 
Susan Jones, I don’t care what State she lives in, or what State she 
moves out of, if she marry John Smith, she will get her money as 
Mrs. Smith, as if she were Susan Jones, 

Dr. J. T. Roserts, of White River Conference. In this discus- 
sion we have commenced wrong, from my viewpoint. If we are to 
have church union, I think I am satisfied with the paper we have; 
if we are not to have it, we hardly need to vote upon it. I wish the 
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vote upon this union would come first. Now, Mr. President, I think | 
there are times when there is quite a distance between our sym- 
pathies and our judgment. It was my privilege to be a member of 
the tri-council when the effort was on to unite the Congregational, 
Methodist Protestant, and United Brethren churches. In the meet- 
ings held at Dayton, Pittsburgh, and Chicago, there were meetings 
of blessed fellowship, and there were times, under the spell of great, 
enthusiastic speeches, when our spirits were immersed in showers of 
blessings and carried away by billows, of glory to the very heavens. 
T am sure, had the members of that council the power to have decided 
this matter, these three churches would have been one to-day, but 
~we had to come down through this mountain experience to the bot- 
tom of investigation. Our Congregational friends counseled their 
churches and they found they were unable to take a number of them 
‘nto union. It was a little humiliating to great men like Dr. Wash- 
ington Gladden, one of the greatest of this nation, whose heart is 
anxious for union, but they had to come back from their investiga- 
tion to find that there were congregations that they were unable 
to take with them. While it was humiliating, it was a mistake. It 
is more kindly to have done that and frankly acknowledged it than 
to have gone on with the union and had dissension in the end. 
Now, my friends, we are at this point. As IT see many of us here 
to-day could live together in this union, this paper would suit us, 
but the question is, can these families be united? It reminds me a 
little of the backward young man who had put off till the very last 
hour, a talk with the father of his intended, and he rushed into 
him one day and said, “Jennie and I have decided to get married, if 
you have no objection,” and he looked at him astonished, not ex- 
pecting any question. “There is one question I want to ask you,” 
replied the father. “Do you think you can support a family?’ 
“Oh,” he said, ‘¥ only want Jennie; I don’t want the whole family.” 
The question is as to whether we want the whole family, if we want 
Jennie, and those of us who are exceedingly anxious for union, we 
ean have a union of that kind, but, my friends, I fear results. I 
know a great speaker said here the other day there was something 
about this he didn’t like, but he could sacrifice his own notion rather 
* than stand in the way of union. 

Further, I have this to say to-day, if God is in this and putting 
his hand upon union, and that is his will, I would rather my right 
arm would be paralyzed to-day than to oppose it. I believe in union, 
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but as I look back upon my constituency, I know there are pastors 

and there are congregations in our own Church, they don’t want it - 
and will not have it. I know there are pastors and churches in the 

Methodist Protestant Church who have said “We don’t want it, we 

will not stand for it.” There is our difficulty, my friends. I fear 

results and if they are to enter upon a siege of long, tedious litiga- 

tion which may result, I believe we can accomplish more for God by 

going on as we are. 

So far as I am concerned, I don’t believe that this denomination 
stands on a fragment of an ecclesiastical storm. There are churches 
that do, but I believe that this Church had its origin in a division 
of kindred spirit, prevailed upon by the Holy Spirit, and went out 
in this work to help evangelize this world. And I believe to-day 
there is no denomination under the sun that has a better government 
than have we. I believe we can have a bigger time because there 
are more denominations, I think, going to settle pretty soon about 
where we are living. And I think we had better wait and go a little 
slow until they get ready and have a big union when the time comes. 
I fear results, my brethren to go further as we now have it. [Ap- 
plause. | 

Rey. H. E. Mituer, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I have read 
all that has been written upon the subject of church union in recent 
years. I have been born, bred, and dyed-in-the-wool in the heart of 
the heart of the so-called Pennsylvania Dutch region, and I have 
been from the beginning persuaded to be against church union. If 
the prolongation of the discussion is intended to change my mind, 
then we might as well have the vote. If I am the only one to vote, 
I should like to have the privilége as being recorded as voting “No” 
on the subject of church union.* I speak not only for myself, but 
for many men who have spoken to me before I came upon this mis- 
sion. I might speak upon my personal view upon «he matter, that 
would be valueless, but I> speak the sentiment and feeling of a 
very large number of persons. If I may be permitted the use of the 
expression of one delegate to say, if the discussion continues until 
midnight, I will only say now that my heart and hand-is fixed as for 
myself. And if you might have the vote as to whether the Confer- 
ence will stand for church union first of all, then some of us might 
have a better place to stand upon the syllabus that is before us. 
If this General Couference, as it seems in its applauding, is over- 
whelmingly for church union, then the only thing for the rest of us 
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to do is to go along, and if we have to go along then we can have 
something to say of the items as they are suggested. Some of us 
might wish some change. I had something in my mind that may not 
sway very many people. It seems-a few loyal people, some who have 
been loyal for years to the Church of the United Brethren, do not 
agree with the syllabus. Now, Mr. Bishop, might we not press for- 
ward to the vote upon that subject? I would have to submit to the 
syllabus in its entirety because I don’t know how to vote on church 
union. If we would have that first of all, then we can have a chance 
first to represent our constituency upon some things that are to go 
in and go back and be swayed by the majority and go home and vote 
to bring about the wish and desire of the majority of the General 
Conference. ; 
Rev. J. E. Wirson, of Southwest Kansas Conference. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I do not think we ought to close this discussion hurriedly, as 
it is a matter we have to study to some degree. The question is 
raised concerning the property. In the Discipline, it reads, where 
there is property in the annual conference. If there should be any 
annual conference that we would vote to go into, thus it would 
look so far as that district is concerned or that conference is con- 
cerned, that they would be able to vote their own. There would be 
no way of forcing them into it. Now, I have made up my mind 
before coming here; I am in favor of this matter, so are other breth- 
ren. Iam in favor of it if we can go together with unanimity; that 
would be Christ-like, and insure its success. If there is a large 
enough minority to detract from its forces to a sufficiency that we 
could not mention the unity of spirit in the bond of peace, and 
feel that God’s blessing is upon it and that God is leading in it, why, 
then I would very much dislike to see it done. The little advice that 
I received before I left home was from the best counsel I have in 
the world; that was my wife, and she said, “Whatever the General 
Conference does makes no difference to me, | am a United Brethren ; 
I will be that when you come back, and will be that after the vote.” 
I want it fixed so I can be all right with her. [Laughter.] There 
are a good many others of the constituency in our annual conference, 
which was composed of delegates and members, who met in our an- 
nual conference, voted in favor of it, while we found sprinkled all 
through a goodly number who were very much disturbed. I was 
not in the Church at the time of the division of the Church before, 
in the great conflict that has made such sore distress and left such 
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a great mark—a great difference between_the two bodies that still 
exists. I was not in the Church at that time, but a great many of 
them feel that they would not like to see a repetition of some of 
those conflicts in this generation. Now, I feel like I will vote this 
way: I will vote for it, but if there is a large per cent. that go 
against it, I would feel like moving a reconsideration. [Applause.] 

Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, the question of the commission. 
I believe that the question raised by Brother Miller, of East Penn- 
sylvania Conference, is pointed and ought to be met squarely here. 
Therefore, IT want to move you that we take an expression of this 
General Conference at this moment on the general question of 
church union; for or against. 

Tue Presipent. Why not adopt the first part of the report read 
by Doctor Fries? : 

Doctor Funx. No; I would like to meet this main issue, plain 
and simple. I believe it is fair to this body. 

The motion was seconded. 

Tue Preswent. You might adopt the first part of the report. 

Docror Funk. It does not bring it out clearly. 

Rey. F. G. Rapasauen, of West Virginia Conference. Mr. Presi- 
dent, the delegates from West Virginia want to know before they 
vote, what they are voting on and for. 

Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, That is the reason we want this 
motion, so each can express his opinion as to whether or not he is in 
favor of church union. That is the purpose of the motion. 

Rey. A. H. Reese, of West Virginia Conference. A point of order; 
there is a motion before the house. 

Doctor Funk. They have raised a technical question on this mo- 
tion. I ask for general consent that we take up in place of this 
paper the question of church union. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tue Presipent. Are you agreed? If there is no dissenting voice 
—this proposition is out of its regular order. 

Rey. F. G. Rapasauen. I still want to know some things. I rep- 
resent the entire West Virginia delegation when I say that we are 
willing for this matter to be submitted to a vote of the Church. Per- 
sonally, I am not in favor of the union, never have been, and IT am 
never going to be. I realize that I am on the unpopular side in this 
General Conference when it comes to that issue. I have been on the 
unpopular side in other places, but I have convictions and I stand by 
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them. But I am willing to vote, and our entire delegation is willing 
to vote to submit this to a vote of the people, but we don’t want to 
put the stamp of our approval on this syllabus any farther than to 
say the commission did the best it could. We are willing to say that, 
but we are not willing to say that we believe that that syllabus is 
what it ought to be throughout. I believe, personally speaking, that 
the General Conference should stop awhile. The way this matter has 
gone so far is like the colored wedding at which a very good Bishop 
of the Church officiated a-few years ago in West Virginia. He was 
called to the wedding and wanted to put it off on account of an 
important committee meeting, and he asked the colored man to put 
it off. He said, “It is done gone so far, Mr. Weekley, that it can’t 
done be stopped.” [Laughter.] I think, gentlemen of the Confer- 
ence, that the matter ought to go to the Church. The Church ought 
to have a chance to vote upon the matter. 

BisHor Krepuart. I am in harmony with what I suppose to be the 
intention of Doctor Funk’s motion. I am quite ready to go farther 
than that, but his statement is simply to take a vote on the question 
of church union, but I presume he means, although he does not say, 
ehurch union with the Methodist Protestant Church. 

Doctor Funx. That is it. 

Bisuor Kepuart. Not adopting this plan, but in harmony with 
this plan in a general way, so we will understand what we are do- 
ing, and that motion must be very clearly stated, so that in adopting 
it we do not obligate ourselves, but simply express a conviction on 
this particular point. 

Doctor Puiurrt, editor of the Polaschne: Mr. Chairman, I think 
I have a right to ask a question, because the men of this Church 
will look to the Telescope, a little later on, this question, and the 
paper, and its editors will be made the target from all over the 
Church, no matter what they say, and that is not an enviable posi- 
tion to be placed in at this time. 

T do not understand just what this motion implies, and I want to 
ask two questions. I do that so that I may be able to interpret 
the vote of the Conference on this question. There are some things 
that. are right absolutely and some things that are right only rela- 
tively. One of the speakers touched the same question a little while 
ago when he called one principle and the other expediency. Now, 
are we going to vote on this motion as to whether it is a wise thing, 
or whether it is right relatively? They are as wide apart as the 
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poles, they don’t necessarily coincide, they can be as far apart as 
the poles—whether the church union, as a principle, is right or 
whether this particular union we are considering now—we are going 
to vote in favor of, is right. I want to know for my part. 

Doctor Funk. Now, Mr. Chairman, the motion was intended to 
get the expression of this body on what we were talking about. What 
are we talking about—the syllabus that has been prepared in rela- 
tion to union between the United Brethren in Christ and the Meth- 
odist Protestants. 

Doctor Paurrr. Then it is whether the union is favored between 
our Chureh and the Methodist Protestant Church, without regard to 
the consequences—whether or not it is favored—with or without re- 
gard to consequences. One is absolute and the other is relative. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. That is very good, Doctor Phillippi. I would 
like a word right in there. 

Docror Puivurer TI am asking what the motion means. 

Doctor Brooke. I am tremendously glad you want to know. I 
am in favor of it relatively, if it can be done. 

Bisnor Matruews. We want to know what is the basis. Doetor 
Phillippi is right, we should know. 

Doctor Puiturri And that is the vital thing before this Con- 
ference. 

4 Bisnop Carrer. Mr. President, I don’t believe at this time, after 
the committee have met and this union has been under consideration, 
and at a general commendation four years ago for union, if it could 
be brought about with satisfaction to both denominations, and with 
this paper before us, I don’t believe this is the time to take a straw 
vote in this General Conference on the subject. I think if you do 
anything with this paper besides adopting it at the present time, it 
ought to be referred to our General Conference Committee on Church * 
Union. If you cannot do that, then let it rise or fall upon a clear 
vote and not a straw vote. i 3 

Dr. O. E. Witutams. I am not in favor of a straw vote, I am ‘in 
mee favor of adopting it as it is. 

Dr. A. P. Funknouser. A point of order. That paper is not be- 
fore the body, but is intended to come after the approval or disap- 
proval of the report of the commission how to do it, and all the 
method and procedure, and all this committee has had to say about 
it will not be taken up after the approyal of the report on the com- 
mission. Methods of procedure will come after it. 
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Rev. H. E. Muuer. Mr. Chairman, a point I make is this. I 
stated that I am a member of the United Brethren in Christ, by 
choice, by education and determination. I am opposed, with my 
constituency, to the proposition of union with the Methodist Prot- 
estants. I believe that if we are whipped by a respectable majority, 


that some of us can go into our territory and work to save us from 


any such ealamity as has been suggested. If we are to have church 
union, then there are some things in the syllabus and-some things 
not in the syllabus that I should like in behalf of my constituency 
to suggest, if they might be added; some other minor things, but 
some things that are still dear to their hearts, that I venture the 
suggestion would amazingly help us and help to the success of what 
is before us. _ 

Rev. A. H. Reese. I am sure that all of us believe in union; 
we do from West Virginia, if it is for the glory of God and right 
and will be better for the future of the church. I represent a church 
of between six and seven hundred-members. I think if it is put 
to a vote, I know the feeling towards this in West Virginia, that 
the majority of them will vote against union. But I believe this, 
that we are a church of the people, democratic, and I believe this 
first here under the recommendation is the thing that we ought to 
do; that the proposition to adopt such basis of union to be submit- 
ted to a vote of the membership of the Church. 

Docror Funk. Mr. Chairman, let me explain the object of the 
commission once again. It is not for the purpose of determining 
anything that is in these papers here submitted, but to give this body 
the opportunity of expressing its opinion on the general principle 
of the union of these two churches. Then take up the methods and 
everything connected with these papers, and work it out. Of course, 
it is understood by everybody that our people must vote on this 
proposition finally before it becomes effective. 

Rev. R. A. Hirt, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
Brother Miller, of East Pennsylvania Conference, spoke my heart. 
So far as I am concerned, no matter whether I am in favor of it or 
against it, when my General Conference expresses itself and the 
majority gives expression to it, I ‘am going to go with the ma- 
jority. [Amen.] JI am with Brother Miller on a question like that. 
T am not going to let my personal convictions come in between what 
is right, and I am a United Brethren. Therefore, if this General 
Conference votes not to unite, I am right with the Church, sir, and 
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if it votes to unite, I am going back to get all my people to vote 
for it. 

Rev. M. B. Spayp, of Northern Illinois Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I remember how unpopular church union was eight years ago 
in the General Conference at Topeka, Kansas. I was living, then, in 
Chicago. I read all about the action of the Tri-Council and attended 
the Ministers’ Association, composed of 125 ministers of one of the 
contracting parties. I attended the largest national gathering that 
that church had anywhere in this country and heard the sentiments 
of the representative men of that denomination concerning church 
union, and I raised my voice through the Telescope, as I saw it, 
against church union at that time. It was so exceedingly unpopular 
that nobody would listen to it. I would not consider it discourteous 
to-day at all if we ask one or two questions concerning the other 
contracting party. I am informed from a very reliable authority 
that the union of the different parts of the church of the denomina- 
tion with which we are about tosunite, it seems to me that they were 
united in about 1877, and that that union—I have it from their peo- 
ple—that that union has never been very securely cemented, and 
that there are now three sections in that church which have their 
own paper, which have their own following very largely, and each 
have their own way of thinking, and that they are not very closely 
cemented together. And now I have it, furthermore, from the other 
side, from conscientious and honest men on the other side, that one 
very large section is not in harmony at all with the union, and 
may not come into union at all. And another section, the extreme 
southern section, is very cool toward this proposition, and you will 
notice, if you know anything about the distribution of that church 
throughout that territory, that practically only one section of that 
territory was represented here upon the platform the other day. And 
now I think, brethren, I would cast no aspersions upon the sincerity 
of those people, but I think, brethren, before we go too far we should 
inform ourselves definitely, for while we stood in the tremendous 
minority eight years ago, we were laughed at, and laughed down and 
scorned, time has proven who was right. 

I heard the men at Dayton, and at, Pittsburgh, soar to the very 
skies in their eloquence for church union. I heard them in their 
home discussion and in their council, talking quite differently from 
what they had spoken in the Tri-Council. . I looked in astonishment 
upon it and wondered how they could do it. Now, I confess I am 
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just a little suspicious, and if I am to join in this union with an- 
other denomination, I want to know whether we get a denomination 
or whether we get a fragment of it. Will it be a union between 
the United Brethren in Christ and the Methodist Protestants, or will 
it be a union between the United Brethren in Christ and the West 
District or Pittsburgh District, or some district of the Methodist 
Protestants? Have we any assurance from these districts, have we 
any assurance from the churches that have not expressed themselves 
that have not been represented here, have we any assurance that they 
are coming into the union ? 

Dr. P. O. Bonepraxe. Mr. Chairman, may I just ask this ques- 
tion concerning that: If the majority of all these wings do not agree 
to come in, will there be any union? 

Rey. W. M. Jones, of North Kansas Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I have been in all the meetings in Kansas City with the Methodist 
Protestants, relative to union of our schools out there—with most 

of their church representing it from the East and West, and I have 
gathered this information from them. Doctor Davis spoke of the 
very question that this brother brings up. JI wanted to know just 
what this brother wants to know, and I said, “What is the opinion 
of the churches, are they standing together on this proposition, or are 
they divided?” Doctor Davis said, “In one of our largest meetings 
that just occurred a few days ago, there were four men in a great 
gathering, representing the Methodist Protestant denomination— 
there were four men who were opposed that have their following— 
they opposed going into this union, “But,” he said, “their constitu- 
eney was so opposed to their attitude that they themselves came 
around a little later and said, we are with you.” Their people back 
in the parishes, back in the homes, said to those four leaders, “We 
will not follow you, we are in for this proposition of union.” Now, 
if that in any way settles the question, I am. glad to mention it. 

Dr. J. A. Lyrer, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, my heart beats strangely, and if you will give me just a mo- 
ment until.I get my breath under control, I will say to you what 
I want to say. I think in this discussion there should be the utmost 
spirit of fairness. We have not held strictly to constitutional and 
parliamentary procedure in many of our discussions we have had 
here, and after all, whatever may be technically before us, the great 
question is before us, and so I trust there will be no disposition on 
the part of any one to alter what may be reasonably said here. In 
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the next place, I take it that we are all good Christians and good 
Americans here. A. Christian is always ready to abide by the con- 
stitutional majority, providing no vital principle of a personal na- 
ture is involved, and good Americans are always governed by the 
majority, but it has occurred to me that there is fear and trembling 
in some hearts because of the fact, that if there should be a bare 
two-thirds majority in this vote, which is the constitutional majority, 
that there would be a large effort, particularly on the other side 
from those who might be thoroughly honest, and it has occurred to 
me that if we could be assured somehow that when this majority is 
finally announced, that if it were a real, swaying majority of nine- 
tenths, that the trouble would be over. I am frank to say to you 
that I come from a district where this question is not favored, and 
yet I believe this with all my heart, that if there were a genuine 
majority in the final vote, that those good people would, after all, 
acquiesce. I see no way in which we can reach this, for a constitu- 
tion is a constitution, and I know that the thing is carried when a 
two-thirds vote is favorable to it, but I remember in 1889, sitting 


as a visitor in the baleony of that great hall in York, Pennsylvania, 


in which the United Brethren Conference was in session, when that 
company filed out of the Conference, and I know something of the 
trouble that confronted us in Pennsylvania. I was in the Supreme 
Court in Philadelphia when the decision of the court was rendered, 
and I know the basis upon which that decision was made, and I am 
frank to say to you, brethren, that it behooves us to go carefully 
enough so that we don’t repeat those troubles. I think that I could 
graciously welcome these brethren as brethren if we can do it grace- 
fully and reasonably and without sacrificing our own people, but if 
we must sacrifice as many of our people as we should get in the 
union, it would be a fearful cost to pay and a fearful price to pay 
for the union. I don’t believe we ought to do it. I am not as hide- 
bound as some of you. I was born a Presbyterian, I was trained a 
Lutheran, I am by choice a United Brethren, and I love my Church, 
and I love it just enough that I want no harm to come ‘to it. [ Ap- 
plause.]_ In my own church I don’t know a single prominent mem- 
ber—and I want to say to you frankly, those who know me best know 
how frank I am—but on this question I have not expressed myself 
at all freely, but in my own congregation to-day, as the question 
stands, ninety-seven per cent. of my membership would vote against 
this union. I am confident of this as well, that if we could have a 
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great majority from both these great churches entering this union, 
I believe my congregation would be swept in, but it cannot unless 
we can have a telling majority so as to be largely freed from the 
dangers that we passed through and that will threaten us again. 

Now, can I say—no, I don’t need to speak of our own personal dif- 
ficulties, but I question that any one is in exactly the same condition 
when this union shall be effected, that the East Pennsylvania Con- 
ference and its institutions are in. We are peculiarly situated, so 
numerically, that the best charters we have cannot be obtained from 
any source, nor can they be amended—that may seem a strange state- 
ment, but I speak advisably, and I speak from a knowledge of the 
best legal talent we have in our city of Harrisburg. Yet with all 
that, if I could be convinced this afternoon that we can effect this 
union, whole-heartedly, I yet believe that we could then afford, may 
be, to give some things for greater union, but there is the crux, 
brethren. 

Rev. Maurice Nicuors, of North Kansas Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, we have been speaking about principle and about sentiment, 
and I think this is the time when we should look at cold facts, be- 
cause we are going to look at them later on—the cold-hearted prob- 
lems, and now is the time to meet these things, not later on when it 
is too late. We should at first remember that we cannot legislate 
two spiritual bodies together and make them a union. You may 
make them legally so, but you cannot make them a union. We had 
some experience a few years ago in northwest Kansas, in Salina, 
where we had the commission there later on, you will remember they 
united two churches, a Congregational and a United Brethren, from 
principle and from sentiment. They struggled along for six years 
and a half. I took the remnant, thirty members, losing over two hun- 
dred and a loss of five thousand dollars worth of church property 

~ at that time in that union. And the other part of the church to-day, 
the Congregational, has practically gone out of existence because 
of that. Our Church, of course, is prospering to-day because we 
went in and built a new church under new conditions, but we lost 
that much in the union. Sentiment and principle brought them 
together, but the cold facts later came on, which they had to face. 
Those are the things which we ought to face to-day. Some one can 
get up and oratorically sway this body, and I say if we are going to 
take a straw vote, that we vote as to just how we stand, and not 
vote just simply to submit this to the membership. If we are going 
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to vote to submit it to the membership, vote on that; but if we want 
to vote on church union, let every man vote his convictions now on 
church union, and we will know where we are at this pfésent time, 
and not later on, because we don’t care to go into this and go on 
down through years of trouble. We ought to know, now, where we 
are going to commence. I think we ought to look at it in this way, 
and if we cannot legislate two spiritual bodies together, probably regu- 
larly but not spiritually, we want to face these cold facts now. 
 Bisnop Kerenart. Mr. Chairman, I think Brother Nichols and 
Doctor Lyter have each called our attention to very important mat- 
ters. There are two questions of very great interest in connection 
with this matter. One is, the general question of the union of the 
two churches, the other is the practicability of methods and procedure 
so as to reach the ends that we want to reach, even if we are unan- 
imously in favor of it, and I believe that I am right in saying—in 
concluding that every man and every woman here, as a representa- 
tive of the United Brethren Church, is speaking not the expression 
of any following of individual sentiment. I mean, not the ex- 
pression of any prejudice sentiment, but is speaking the real mean- 
ing of his heart. And so, I hope that in every phase of the dis- 
cussion of this matter, that it will be given full consideration and 
we shall look upon each other as brethren, [ Voices, Amen. ] and that 
there shall not be the slightest shade of variation from that con- 
ception, and that we are brethren, whom one another can trust «nd 
trust as each and all laboring with earnest desire for the promotion 
of the welfare of the church of the kingdom. I don’t wish to enter 
upon the discussion at this time. We have been having our atten-- 
tion called to the fact that we are considering one particular paper, 
and that is true technically, and on that point. I may be out of order 
entirely, but, Mr. Chairman, we are considering the life and welfare 
of the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, with which we are concerned, 
and we are considering largely and vastly more than is in this 
paper. That is why we want to know how to get at this. 

T notice that in the report of the committee, for I believe in a very 
large part the general question of our attitude and purpose of union 
is the question that first must be answered, for we may attack this 
paper this afternoon. I mean the basis of union with the understand- 
ing that there are elements in it that are not entirely satisfactory, 
and that will be admitted after they are changed. We do not bind 
ourselves to the particular form because, in the act of adopting it, we 
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approve the method for improving it, so the matter of improving can 
be considered. But the question of union cannot be amended, that 
cannot be amended. We can amend the declaration of faith, we can 
amend the constitution, after it is adopted, but we cannot amend 
the question of union so that the particular question before us is the 
question of union. The report of the Committee on Church Union 
makes two or three statements that to me seem quite unjust, and 
though they are not before us practically as to such basis of union, 
that it should be submitted to the vote of the membership of the com- 
mittee at an election to be held not later than the month of Novem- 
ber, 1913, and that the Board of Bishops make all necessary rules 
and regulations relative thereto if the said basis of union be adopted 
by both churches. The effect is that we say nothing about the ma- 
jority by whom this is to be done. I may be answered that the Con- 
stitution of our Church says a two thirds majority, but the Consti- 
tution of the United Brethren Church does not cover this question, 
it is a question beyond the Constitution, and the matter of setting 
two-thirds majority does not relate to the union with another church 
or to adopting a new constitution, but relates to the amending of our 
Constitution. Now, coming to what Doctor Lyter has said. It does 
seem to me if something like this could be done, that if we as an 
organization would say that if both churches adopt this by a three- 
fourths majority or if you want to go farther than that—if there be 
a three-fourths majority, then ‘we can consider it because I believe 
that if a three-fourths majority of the United Brethren Church and 
a three-fourths majority of the Methodist Protestant Church will 
be in favor of this, then we are in for it, and I believe the East 
Pennsylvania Conference and every other conference will say, we 
are willing if three-fourths agree to it, but we cannot force our 
people to an acceptance of this matter upon any mere majority. That 
is the reason I speak of it, so I think the question should be settled 
on this question of union and something as to the majority. 

Docror Funk. May I ask Bishop Kephart through you, Mr. 
Chairman, a question? Does he mean three-fourths of the members, 
or does he mean three-fourths of those voting ? 

BisHor Krpuart. Three-fourths of those voting. 

Docror Funk. The Constitution settles the amount when it says 
two-thirds. 

Bisuorp Kepuartr. But the Constitution refers only to the entire 
Church, it is within our own Church. 


577 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Docror Funx. It does relate to the revision of the Constitution 
and Confession of Faith, and everything affected by such a union. 

Bisuor Kernarr. But the revision of our Confession of Faith 
and adoption of a new confession of faith in regard to the union are 
different. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. Mr. Chairman, I don’t propose to discuss the 
question to-day, I simply wish to state my position and to say ‘that 
with some of us there is something more involved than simply the 
expression of personal opinion. We are not here to represent our- 
selves, we are here representing a mighty constituency in this 
Church. We recognize that fact. We are here representing a peo- 
ple ninety-five per cent., if not ninety-nine per*cent. or one hundred 
per cent., so far as I know, may be against this action that we pro- 
pose to-day. And this sentiment has not been created either by any 
persuasion on the part of our ministry or others who might be op- 
posed to church union. T suppose those of you who know. their. 
attitude eight years ago, know precisely where we stood. I believe 
that there was not a section of this Church and its ministry more 
thoroughly in harmony with the idea of church union than our 
ministry of East Pennsylvania Conference, until the thing broke 
in a futile attempt to secure a union of the churches that were 
then secking to get together somehow. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, there are some hearts throbbing there, and 
there are some eyes looking this way and there are certain exceptions 
to our people whom we represent, and it has been-well said that it 
is important that we proceed carefully, very deliberately, and that 
we know just exactly where we are drifting. Doctor Lyter has re- 
ferred to some things that it is not necessary for me to speak of 
again only to say this, however, that there are some technical prob- 
lems upon which we have had the opinion personally of some of the 
best legal counsel in the State. There are some difficulties. I should 
like to be led of God in this as well as in every other matter. I 
want to say to you, brethren, that I honor you for any opinion 
you hold, however much you may differ from me, if I can be sure 
This ae the. sincere conception of your heart. And you do not find 
me deriding you because you differ from me, and I don’t expect you 
to deride me because I may differ from you. 

In the fundamental principle of this paper I don’t believe there 
is a difference of ‘opinion, I don’t believe that there are any two of 
». would differ in the real conception of this thing when it 


57S 





PRO ey Pe 


t 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


comes to the inner—the inwardness. TI will use that term as ex- 
pressing the best as to what I mean on this whole question, but there 
are these other things that interfere, and because of these things, 
and that is why I want to say it and I will say it, when I vote you 
will know personally and you will know why I vote as I do because 
of these things. I shall vote as I expect to vote to-day, representing 
the constituency that has sent us here, and I shall feel that I have 
done my- duty, and pray God he may direct in his wisdom and love 
in this Church, so that we may be as one, the United Brethren 
Church in the end, and not broken into fragments, a division and 
discord of persons who are not with us, perhaps separate from us. 
I am not wanting such a thing, I am hoping and praying for the best. 

Bisnop WEEKLEy. I want to say this. We have done the very best 
we could. We have brought our report to you, and I assume my 
full share of the responsibility. I stand for church union. You 
know where I have stood for the last twelve years, and I propose to 
stand and keep the same position in this Conference and hereafter, 
providing union can be obtained upon grounds that are just and 
fair to both parties. But at the same time I think this question 
should be thoroughly discussed on this floor. .The delegates from 
the various parts of the Church should be heard, and as full as pos- 
sible before this vote is taken. 

Dr. I. A. Hotsroox, of Iowa State Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
the lay delegates here are in touch with the rank and file, and we 
ought to know how they feel about this question, and besides that, 
they ought to state here what they did in conference when they were 
together as laymen. That would be refreshing, perhaps, to some 
of you. Personally, I may say that I have been interested in church 
union and have been deeply in favor of it, but as I have gone nearer 
to the real fact I have discovered more and more problems that were 
genuinely serious, and I have slowed up a little. Yet, I pray, by 
the grace of God, that some of these things that we fear, and truth- 
fully fear, may not come to pass, but that we may go forward under 
the guidance of the Holy Ghost and that this may come to pass as 
the supreme example of this superiority of the Christian Church 
and for the union of all believers. 

Rey. J. E. Parron, of Chickamauga Conference. Brethren and 
Members of the General Conference, it is a source of pleasure to be 
here on this occasion. There are only two questions before this 
house—whether union is right, or whether: union is wrong. If it is 
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wrong, let us vote it down; if it is right, let us vote for union. 
The two great things that Christ instructed were, “Go ye into all 
the world and preach the gospel,” or in other words, teach the nations. 
This is one of those great questions that come before us, the question 
of right and wrong, and if the union is wrong, I want to know it. 

Rey. H. Dea, of Minnesota Conference. Mr. President, it seems 
to me, brethren, that we could better vote upon the report of this 
commission as to what we think is right or wrong in a matter than 
on this paper as now before us. We may favor church union, and 
yet there are so many intricacies in it that we would not favor those 
things when the intricacies are considered. JI have discoyered since 
coming to this General Conference the very thing that, to my mind, 
stood in the way of the union—of your proposed way, and that is 
this: that while we are connected and have a form of connectional- 
ism and may stand together, the denomination with which we are 
talking of uniting is as fragmentary as the Congregational Church, 
with which a union was proposed. I would like to have the very part 
relating to this marriage held awhile. JI favor union, of course, 
if it can be equitable and if it can be fair and all right. But as I 
understand the denomination now of which we are talking of unit- 
ing, every congregation is a law and an organization unto itself, 
and there is no way of bringing them into union except by a vote 
of every separate and individual congregation. 

Rey. J. L. Branpensure, of Indiana Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
I am a United Brethren. J was bred and born in the Methodist 
Church, living there until after I was married. God has given us 
one son. From choice I am a United Brethren from head to sole, 
but I am a union man, if you please. I wore the blue, and I am a 
Union man to-day, but until I know more about this, I am not ready 
to vote upon this question. J was in the General Conference at 
York, Pennsylvania, when the Church dissolved. I was there on 
Monday morning when they all concluded to leave us, but I never 
want to see such a time as that. I was on a district where I had 
that to contend with from first to last, and now, if I am certain 
of this that we can take the United Brethren and the Methodist 
Protestants and make one united church out of them, I say, Amen 
to it, but if we have got to go through with half of the United 
Brethren and with one-third of the Methodist Protestants, I am not 
in favor of it; if there will be three churches to where we now have 
two. So far as I am concerned now, I hope to God that I will see 
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the day when there will be a union of these churches, but the peo- 
ple that I labor with, Mr. Chairman, are not in favor of it, and 
quite a number of them asked me, How are you going to vote when 
you get there? I was kind of mixed, I didn’t know how I was 
going to vote, and I am mixed yet. It is a good, big mix, isn’t it? 
If I am certain of this, that we can carry a majority of both churches, 
then I say, Amen to the union. This is my seventh General Con- 
ference, in succession, that I have had the privilege of attending. I 
want to put myself on record, I want to be the man to please God 
and not the people, and then when God, through his Holy Spirit, 
tells me to vote in opposition to somebody else, don’t say I am dis- 
honest. Neither will I say that of you if you are led by God, and 
that is the only way I will be led to do it, by the grace of God. The 
people that I represent told me to be very careful on this, for they 
may not vote just now for the union. ss 
Dr. J. W. Liuty, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, per- 
sonally, I am in favor of the union of the two churches if it can be 
one in fact and not in name. In the writings through our period- 
icals there has been emphasis put upon the declarations of Christ, 
and it has been repeated upon this floor that we may be one as 
the Father and I are one. I know of members, or have known of - 
members, of the United Brethren Church, one in name, belonging to 
the same conference and to the same society, that would rub clothes 
and not shake hands. Were they answering that prayer, because 
they were members of the United Brethren Church? If we can be 
one in spirit and work in harmony, I certainly am in favor, not 
only of union with the Methodist Protestant Church, but with the 
United Evangelical Church, and I would bring in some others, but 
I am certain that there are a number of our people that are not 
only not enthusiastic, but they are not in favor of it. An influential 


‘member of my church spoke to me before coming to this place in 


regard to this matter, and he has just contributed a thousand dollars 
to the orphanage. He contributes as liberally as any man in our 
conference, as far as I am informed to my knowledge, an influential 
man, and yet fears that the union will not be one in fact. That is 
the trouble, not that they are not in favor of the union, but some 
of these men, during our former trouble in this Church, were locked 
out of our church-houses when we called to hold quarterly meetings. 
God forbid that any such thing should again hinder the progress of 
the church of Jesus Christ, not only of this denomination, but of the 


chureh of Jesus Christ. 
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Tf I vote my personal feelings, T should vote in favor of this union; 
if I vote representing what I believe will finally carry, I would vote 
against it because of the fear of results that will. follow. Eloquence 
may stir this body up, but we go back.to meet facts and we want to 
be very careful in the fear of God. This Church was not born because 
of any schism or difference of opinion in polity, it was born for 
the new life, brethren, in the heart of Philip William Otterbein, and 
erew, we believe, out of a definite providence. If Providence is 
leading in this movement, as it did when Boehm preached and swayed 
the people like a breeze bends the bows of the trees, then Phillip Wil- 
liam Otterbein arose and embraced him and said, “We are brethren” ; 
if this union is to come out of a spirit like that, I say, Amen with 
all my heart, but if we are to have three churches instead of two, 
I am entirely opposed. 

Mr. A. H. Lavensaum, of Sandusky ‘Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
T would like to ask a question. This is supposed to be a Conference 
of equal representation. We have heard quite a good many theo- 
logians talk; we would like to hear a few laymen say something on 
this question. [Applause.] T don’t want to make a speech, but if 
you will give me the floor, I just want to make a suggestion. 
I am a layman. Nearly every speech T have listened to has had a 
good many “ifs” in it, and the “ifs” have been to this conclusion : 
That “if the people want it, we are-in favor of it.” How under the 
sun are we going to determine whether the people want it or not 
unless you are willing to submit it to the people? [Applause.] 

Rev. J. A. Groves, of St. Joseph Conference. Mr. President, the 
St. Joe delegation have not been heard from by speeches very often 
sn this Conference. I think they are about like T am, about half 
seared to death, but I feel, with my brethren and the sister who is 
seated with us, a great responsibility at this moment, for we feel 
that there are looking towards us just now about nineteen thousand 
people. I have been personally, from the time of the beginning of 
this discussion of church union, enthusiastic on the union of 
churches. I have been a member of the Federation Committee of 
our own State, and all of that, and was an enthusiast relative to this 
union, and if I must say that, I am yet; but a few weeks ago there 
was a meeting in our conference that changed my mind as to what 
attitude I should take with my brethren in regard to this particular 
vote, and I hardly know now what this vote that we have before 
us means. There are, I think, in our own conference which I repre: 
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sent, a very large majority, unless they are taught differently and 
led to think differently, if they are allowed to vote, will vote against 
church union. And so, in my own following, speaking now for my- 
self more than for my brethren and sister here, IT am divided in my 
feeling. If I vote for my constituency I feel that I would have to 
vote against it; if I vote what I possibly feel, [I would vote for not only 
a union of two churches, but of many churches. But I would like 
to have this mattér cleared up a little more as to what this vote is 

going to mean before we vote. 

Mr. J. W. Martin, of Southeast Ohio Conference. If we beheve 
everything that is said this afternoon and take in everything, we 
will not get a jot, in fact we will not get anywhere. But, Mr. Chair- 
man, I don’t see why we have got to settle this question here. I am 
not a Ph.D., or a LL.D., nor none of the rest of it, but I do think that 
there is a great deal of unnecessary discussion that is going on 
here that is not relative to the point at all. If I am running for an 
office, I don’t know whether I am elected or not until the people 
say so; isn’t that so? And that is just the question here. What we 
do want is a sane discussion of these points and then submit these 
points to our constituency and then we will know something about 
it, and not before. The people down my way are in for the union, 
of course they are, they believe in it if it can be done for the further- 
ance of the cause of Jesus Christ, and that is what we are here for, 
we are here to represent the people, but. the final question comes to 
the people, and not here, as I understand it. 

Mr. E. L. Suvry. All my life I have been in favor of church 
union, one church. T am now in favor of all the churches being in 
one, so we can go on as a great army, fighting for Jesus Christ in 
the world. You know there is something for us to do. I meet that 
constantly with men who are not Christians, but I find myself, up 
until this afternoon, not favorable at all with this church union. 
Like a lot of other brethren, ‘I was afraid. JI have a little knowl- 
edge of what happened some years ago when we had chureh trouble; 
IT was there. The facts given us this afternoon have cleared up a 


good many of the questions of my fears, and that is the first essen- 


tial thing. 
We are assuming, men, just as has already been suggested, if we 


are going to settle this now or next week, whether the Methodist 
Protestant or anybody else wants it. We are going to be united, 
as a matter of fact we are simply considering here, or ought to be 
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considering here, two plain questions: is it desirable to unite these 
two denominations into one strong body all for Jesus Christ? If it 
is desirable, is it practical? After careful training, after careful 
education, after giving to our churches the fullest information, prob- 
ably after obtaining from the courts and elsewhere, for there are ways 
of obtaining facts from courts and of opinions from courts without 
going into litigation—is it possible after these things have been done, 
to carry into effect this church union? I am inclined more and more 
to believe, after the things that have been said and after doing a 
lot of thinking while our ministers have been talking, that we can 
accomplish it very thoroughly. [Applause.] Now, I recognize the 
facet that we must depend much upon the other side, but as has been 
suggested, how are we to find out what the other men think until 
we have made plans to find out what we think ourselves. There 
are two or three facts that I don’t want to forget here, and I might 
suggest particularly here while we are discussing—our Constitution 
provides, and I suspect that this committee anticipated that we would 
get under the Constitution, that a majority shall amend the Consti- 
ution. I hope you will correct me if I am mistaken. You can read 
it, or you have been saying the other way, the majority amends our 
Constitution. I think, brethren, we ought to get a larger vote, more 
than that. I think there should be a provision put into our Chureh 
Constitution to provide a plan for education on this whole question, 
that will enable every man to vote clearly and intelligently upon this 
question, and then I am willing to abide by the result, for I have no 
doubt that when it is understood thoroughly among the membership 
of our Church, just what this means, that there will be ninety-nine 
per cent. for it, for we will find that there will be so little change 
in our present life from our present life and present methods, and 
even from our present name, that we will wonder that we ever spent 
any time discussing it. May I suggest just one other thing. I think 
it was mentioned in this discussion. The union question of eight 
years ago. J wasn’t connected with any of it officially, but I do 
happen to have some very intimate friends among some of the leaders 
of one of the denominations, and it was a foregone conclusion from 
the first that it wasn’t to be. We have had eight years of experi- 
ence, and have had growth in grace since that time. 

Docror Funk. Mr. Chairman, I want to restate the motion, if 
you will allow it. 
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We, the members of the twenty- sixth General Conference of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ, favor organic union with 
the Methodist Protestant Church, and alt submit the same to a vote 


of the membership. . 


Rey. A. R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Conference. With what ma- 
jority ? 

Docror Funk. That is to be determined in this discussion. 

_ Bisuop Kepnarr. I have an amendment to the motion to approve 
the action of the motion. 

Doctor Funk. A point of order. That question isn’t before us. 

Mr. E. S. Neupine, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Mr. President, 
it seems to me we are facing a great forward movement, and if 
the Church was just as timid taking hold of all other great forward 
movements as they are to-day, they wouldn’t get very far, but we 
should get together in the great work of the Lord Jesus Christ. i 
hope the difficulties they speak of will never come, but if our pastors 
and laymen will work for the salvation of souls when perhaps they 
will have five, ten, twenty, or twenty-five people working, but here 
is a chance for a union of two great forces to be united in one great 
body. We had a meeting of the laymen and they passed a resolution, 
and I think the secretary ought to report, regardless of what we do. 
T think we ought to have a chance to submit this to the people and 
hear from them. 

Dr. W. H. Wasuincer. Mr. President, we may look at this im- 
portant question through the rose-colored vision of splendid optimism 
or through the dark glasses of pessimism, or between them, through 
perfect eyes of just what is the golden mean, and I want to say for 
the members of the commission representing both churches, that I 
believe they are striking the golden mean in what they present to us, 
and they present the facts and they are not taking any chance in 
this respect. I think they are all like the wag, who once received 
the following telegram: “Your mother-in-law is dead, shall we em- 
balm or cremate her?” And he sent back this reply, “Do both, take 
no chances.” [Laughter.] I want to say to the members of the com- 
mission that they are doing both and taking no chances in this 
respect. All I understand we propose to do in this General Con- 
ference is to approve this report, and then in harmony with our 
Constitution—our custom—allow the people to settle this question. 
I want to say, we could not settle it here if we wanted to settle it. 
It will be settled around ten thousand firesides and in the quarterly 
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conferences and the congregations, but I want to say that we want ~ 
to act on this favorably and give our people the chance to vote. I 
was appointed a member of the commission to the Tri-Couneil, but 
[ could not see my way clear to attend a single session, for I was not 
prepared, as a believer in the Lord Jesus, to swallow all the harsh 
criticism that I knew they would want to thrust down my throat. 
That is the reason I never allowéd the Church to pay my carfare to 
a single session of the Tri-Council, and though I knew the brethren 
were enjoying sweet fellowship with those brethren. 

In 1906, when Doctor Funk asked me to go along to Pittsburg, 
I told him that Doctor Tagg and Doctor Lewis and Doctor Davis 
and others were very sincere, but they were not leading many of our 
pastors and people in this movement. I also said to some of the 
brethren that I would not be surprised if they were drawing our rep- 
resentatives, or our Church through our representatives, to go with 
them—to go with them to the mother church, the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. And they came mighty near doing it, too, and I said 
then that I believe that the Methodist Protestant members loved 
the mother church more than they loved the United Brethren Church, 
just as we love the mother country, England, more than any other 
country on the globe, even though we had to thrash her into sub- 
mission a number of times. I want to say that these brethren got 
busy; the pastors and the elders got busy where they had twenty 
churches and in other places. When Doctor Funkhouser and myself 
attended every conference last September, opened by the Board of 
Bishops, I want to say at that time everything had ripened, and the 
following resolution was passed unanimously by that conference, by - 
that General Conference. I want to read it because some one raised 
the question as to whether they were unanimously interested in this. 
If this resolution means anything, it means they were unanimous. 
I want to say, Mr. Chairman, that I attended quite a number of 
their conferences and conferences in our own Church, and in other 
churches, but I never saw individuals measure up to the action just 
like these Methodist Protestant brothers did in the General Con- 
ference. For the laymen in that conference, I want to say they 
measured up to the action just like our laymen are measuring up 
here, almost to the man. [Applause.] And if the ministers of this 
Church do not get a move on themselves pretty soon, as a whole, the 
laity of our denomination will have to take things in hand or else 
they will go elsewhere to worship. [Applause.] Many of us, I mean. 
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I want to say that they arose, and when Doctor Lewis suggested 
that we might tell the commission what to do, the laymen arose en 
masse and said, “The commission has told this General Conference 
what to do often enough; it is time for the General Conference to 
tell the commission what to do, and then to tell them to carry out 
the orders of this General Conference,’ and this is what they 
unanimously adopted. There was not a dissenting voice. If any 
individual voted “no,” he voted under his breath. He was not brave 
enough to vote out loud. I want to say it, as far as discussed, I am 
glad for this union. The following is, the resolution which was 
adopted by unanimous vote: 

We believe that a union of the Methodist Protestant Church with 
the United Brethren Church is both possible and practicable, and 
therefore we authorize our Commission on Church Union to enter 
upon negotiations with the commission of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ just as soon as that commission is tally, author- 
ized to enter upon such negotiations. 

Reference was made awhile ago that they were divided into 
sections. I want to say that a North Carolina representative spoke 
for all, and he said, “My speech is very short, it is this: We want 
union, and we want it now.” That is all he said. I thought that 
was a great speech. Mr. Chairman, I believe everything has ripened 
along the line. We are here to represent our annual conferences, 
and our annual conferences, so far as I know, unanimously en- 
dorsed church union with the Methodist Protestant brethren. And 
I want to say for the Methodist Protestant people, they are, so far 
as I know, interested in this movement. If you wait until every 
individual is willing, you will wait until the crash of doom. If we 
had waited in our own conference for a favorable movement, we 
would have waited for the millenium to come, and then some of 
them would have been very much like the little girl who was brought 
up in the faith of Christian Science. One day she had a little dog, 
and with her little dog, Fido, in her arms she was going down steps 
and she slipped and fell a great way down, and she said to her 
mamma, “O mamma, I fell down the steps and I hurt myself, but 
I kept saying, ‘I am not hurt, I am not hurt, I am not hurt, I am a 
Christian Scientist, but mamma, Fido wasn’t a Christian Scientist, 
and he kept saying, ‘I doubt it, I doubt it, I doubt it, I doubt it.” 
I want to say, Mr. Chairman, this question is on my heart and I want 
to lift up the United Brethren banner that we have been carrying 
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during all these one hundred years, and I want inscribed thereon 
the words, “We stand for the supremacy of the Scriptures and for 
the Lordship, of Jesus Christ, for the sanctity of the church home 
and for the purity of the nation.” And then I looked at the banner 
that our Methodist Protestant friends have been carrying and I saw 
the great principles inscribed thereon, and I said, Let us make these 
banners one, and let us carry them not only under the banner of 
Christ, but under Old! Glory, of which we love to speak. I hope that 
we will submit this to the people, and if they give us a vote against 
it, then let us shut up. I want to say that a great many of our 
people said, “When you go out there, tell them im the General Con- 
ference for Renney rope Conference, that it is time now "either to 
put up or shut up.” That is where we stand. 

Bisnop Krpuarr. We must leave this question to the people, they 
must settle it, but there are some things that we must settle. I pre- 
sent this as an amendment to Doctor Funk’s motion: 


Resolved, That we approve the syllabus of union, subject, as it is, 
to future amendment, and vote to submit the question of union to 
the vote of the people, the conditions of the union to become effective, 
provided, that three-fourths of our own people voting and _ three- 


fourths of the Methodist Protestant Church voting, shall vote in 
favor of the union. 


Seconded. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. You called for the laymen, and not a single 
layman has had a chance to say a word. 

Pror. H. M. Amprosr. I am mighty glad that the representatives 
here don’t have to settle this great question. I want to tell you, 
men. I feel a pretty heavy weight resting upon me now, as it is, but 
if I had to settle this—if it had to be settled here, I believe it would” 
crush me. If we did try to settle it to-day we might think it was 
settled, but it would not be settled. Now, it is hard to arrive at any 
definite conclusion about anything unless we can get down to the 
basis of where we can agree. That is the trouble with us here, we 
are not on a basis to agree. There is one provision I desire to make, 
and that is, that we are American citizens, and that we are accus- 
tomed from our very birth. from our very existence, to allow a de- 
cided majority to rule in all matters of church and state. If I had 
not this matter fully settled in my mind that the United Brethren 
Church was a democratic institution, I would not belong to it 
twenty-four hours, because I am a democrat from head to foot, and 
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I want to tell you, men, that when the people get hold of this ques- 
tion and settle it with the proper information before them, it will 
be settled right and we need not worry one minute about that. Men- 
tion has been made here this afternoon that there are three seg- 
ments in the Methodist Protestant Church. I don’t know about that, 
but I want to tell you that the laymen of this Church will find out 
that thing before they vote on it, and that will be a contributing 
evidence in their casting their votes; as one good brother said, this 
matter will be canvassed before ten thousand families of this de- 
nomination. And then, when it is settled, it is settled right. We 
are all American citizens, and, of course, we will abide by it. In 
the laymen’s report is this; you called for it” I am secretary of the 
Laymen’s Association. Here they voted, I don’t know the number 
that voted in favor of this, but one voted against it. There were 
about fifty or sixty present. There was a mass meeting called and 
they all had an opportunity. 

Docror Funk. I wish we could know the details. I.am not op- 
posed to Bishop Kephart’s idea but two-thirds came up in connec- 
tion with this report of the syllabus. The question is, are we really 
in favor of union, and then let us determine as brethren, afterwards, 
just how much of a majority we want. You are injecting into this 
proposition right here that we ought to settle it a little farther on, 
and so I feel in reference to this matter— 

The question was called for. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. Mr. Chairman, I want to make a motion. I 
move to lay this matter over till to-morrow morning. 

Docror FunxHousrer. I move that we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

The motion to adjourn did not prevail. 

The question was called for. © 

Secretary Kerppet. There is only one way the question can be 
ordered, and that is by the previous question; and if you are going 


to force this to a decision before those of us who have listened for 


three and a half hours to this flood of oratory have had an oppor- 
tunity to express ourselves, it is not fair. 

Bisnop Maruews. If we can pass this it will help us amazingly. 
We have discussed it fully. 

Docror Funxnousrr. There are details that I don’t want to vote 
through here. The Methodist Protestants will come with the propo- 
sition to unite with us, and they will determine for themselves how 
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they are coming and what majority they will require. They will 
determine that for themselves and it is certainly a very courteous 
thing for us to say that we won’t take their arrangements for it. 

There is a motion to adjourn, and I am perfectly willing to ad- 
journ; but I am not willing to destroy this whole proposition by 
determining for the Methodist Protestants what they shall do. They 
have come here with a unanimous resolution, a unanimous propo- 
sition from their General Conference, their representatives have been 
on this floor with increasing assurance of unanimity. It must go 
back as a referendum to their body, and I am against saying here 
what they must do, and we should not pass these things without due 
consideration. We ought to let this go over or else vote upon the 
square propositions that are before us, whether we are in favor of 
this union or not. 

Bisuor Brty. I desire to move that we make this the order for 
to-morrow morning at nine o’clock. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. I move that we take a recess till seven o’clock 
this evening, and adjourn at eight o’clock. 

Bishop Bell’s motion prevailed. 

Bishop Bell introduced to the Conference, Dr. George R. Stewart, 
who was on the lecture course with the subject, “Lopsided Things.” 

Dr. Georce R. Stewart. Brethren, I learned early in youth, when 
a gun is loaded you had better not tamper with it. [Applause. ] 

On motion of Dr. George Miller, delegate D. W. Bovee of lowa 
State Conference, was excused from further attendance to the ses- 
sions of the Conference. 

After announcements of various meetings of district delegations 
and committees, the motion to adjourn prevailed. 


NINTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
Sarurpay, May 17. 1913. 

Bishop Kephart had charge during the devotional services. 

Rev. Ray Upson led in singing, “Come, thou Almighty King,” 
Professor Ruebush presiding at the organ. 

Mr. H. C. Cridland, of Miami Conference, read the second chap- 
ter of Philippians, and Dr. H. 8. Gabel, Church Erection Secretary, 
led in prayer. 

“Sweet Hour of Prayer,” was then sung. 

Bishop A. T. Howard at this point took charge and eer at 


this session. 
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- Secretary Siddall read the journal of Friday’s sessions, and it was 
corrected and approved. 

Mr. A. H. Lavcusaum, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. President, 
the Conference having combined the Board of Home Missions and 
that of Church Erection, heretofore composed of nine members each, 
I therefore move you that the new joint board consist of nine mem- 
bers, and that the Discipline be so corrected. 

Seconded. 

Docror Wurrney. Let me state that the Home Mission Board 
had six, with. three women, making nine. 

Mr. A. H. Laucupaum. My idea is, that in the construction of 
this board there should be nine in addition to the three that are 
furnished by the ladies in the composition of the board. It is such 
an important board that I think there ought to be nine members on 
this aside from the membership of the ladies. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. Mr. Chairman, aren’t those boards incor- 
porated boards with a provision in the charter there are to be a cer- 
tain number? If they are incorporated, then you cannot by this 
resolution change the number unless you also instruct that an amend- 
ment be made to the charter to comply with it, but you can change 
the number that you would have if you want to do that. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. There was a motion made yesterday as to 
instructing these several committees to arrange this part of the Dis- 
cipline—to correlate it, and now this one, as I understand, is simply 
as to the number. 


The motion was adopted. 
Rev. W. M. Jones, of North Kansas Conference. The Committee 


on Memoirs would like to make its report if it is your pleasure now. 


SUPPLEMENTAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MEMOIRS. 
We, your Committee. on Memoirs, make the following report on 


monuments: 

First. That a sum not less than $1,200 be raised for the erection 
of suitable monuments at the graves of Bishop Philip William Ot- 
terbein and Bishop Martin Boehm. 

Second. That we recommend the following as-‘the commission to 
supervise the erection of these monuments: 

Bishop W. M. Weekley, Ex-Officio. 

Hi. J. Fischer, Chairman, 112 W. Conway St., Baltimore, Md. 

Aug. W. Scheidt, 902 S. Paca St., Baltimore, Md. 

Eugene Schaefer, 418 Vine St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 

J. H. Albright, Middletown, Pa. 
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C. L. Grabill, 251 W. King St., Lancaster, Pa. 

[Note——Later in the session, C. W. Kurtz, Dayton, Ohio, was 
added to the commission for a monument to Bishop. Jonathan 
Weaver.—Secretary. | 

Third. That at a suitable time during the convening of this Con- 
ference, subscriptions be taken for the purpose of securing funds for 
this purpose. 

W. O. Jones, Chairman. 
O. W. Stusser, Secretary. 

[Note.—Sub-committees afterwards arranged as follows: For the 
Otterbein Monument—Fischer, Scheidt, Schaefer. For the Boehm 
Monument—Albright, Grabill. For the Weaver Monument—Kurtz. | 


The report was adopted. SE 

Rev. W. M. Jongs, of North Kansas Conference. Mr. President, 
I rise for information. Did not this body instruct its Committee 
on Correspondence to send a communication to President Wilson, 
approving his course on certain questions. I was just wondering 
if that was the order of this Conference ? 

Dr. J. A. Lyrer, of East Pennsylvania Conference. The Commit- 
tee on Correspondence does not understand that this was referred 
to the committee. It was spoken of but never anything official was 
done. 

Rey. W. M. Jones. I move that that be the sense of this General 
Conference, and the committee be so instructed. 

This motion was approved. 

Pror. H. M. Amprose, of North Kansas Conference. Mr. Chair- 
man, I have this motion from the laymen to make this morning in 
the order of business: The laymen move that the order of the day 
be changed from’ nine o’clock to eight o’clock, 

The motion prevailed. 

Proressor AmsBrose. Now, Mr. President, I would like to make 
this motion: : 

That the Bishops be requested to present a plan of procedure on 
the church union question so that a clear vote may be taken. 

Jay M. Cocan, President. 
‘ H. M. Amprosr, Secretary. 

The laymen feel, Mr. Chairman, that the Bishops ought to give 
us a lead in this matter directly and positively so that we may have 
something to work to. 

The motion prevailed. 

Proressor Amprosr. We further move that an evening session for 
business be held to-night. 
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Seconded. 

The motion prevailed. 

On motion of Doctor Fries, the letters from the Correspondence 
Committee to Doctor Hicks and W. ©. Adams were approved with- 
out reading. 

Dr. I. A. Hotsroox, on his request, was excused from further at- 
tendance on account of feeble health. 

Rev. W. A. Nicoles, of Columbia River, was also excused. 

Messrs. C. F. Lockhart and J. W. Martin, of Southeast Ohio Con- 
ference, were excused by common consent. 

Mr. John F. Rudisill, of Pennsylvania Conference, and Judge 
S. W. Lott were each excused on their request after the morning 
session. 

Dr. W. R. Func. Mr. President,-I move you that we proceed at 
onee to consider the Foreign and Home Mission reports and Church 
Erection. 

Seconded and adopted. 

On request of Rev. J. E. Wilson, John Yust of South Kansas 
Conference, was excused from further attendance. 

Presipent W. G. CLIipPINGER. Mr. President, I was elected to be 
the president of the Board of Church Trustees, which has never but 
once had any business to transaet during the last quadrennium. It 
was organized, however. We had hoped that the secretary would have 
a report here of the little business transacted during the year, but 
it seems he has not sent a report. The treasurer, however, has a 
record of the business; it is simply this: a bequest of $150 was made 
rather vaguely and indefinitely by a certain person, whose name I 
do not know, to the United Brethren Church. And that bequest fell 
into our hands for adjustment and distribution. We distributed the 
amount of money to the various church departments equitably, as I 
remember now, and I simply make this verbal report and make the 
request that the record of the treasurer’s books and the written 
record of the secretary be acknowledged here and recorded in our 
journal. 

Docror Funk. Mr. President, we voted to postpone the most im- 
portant item that is coming before this General Conference until 
three o’clock this afternoon, the church union, question, and since 
that motion was carried, nearly a dozen persons have been excused. 
No expression will be gotten from those persons on this question, and 
so far as T am concerned, I don’t propose to vote through or for the 
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commission in this General Conference when all the members of 
the General Conference do not give an expression on a subject that is 
as vital as church union, We are making a mistake by the post- 
ponement to vote on the vital questions, and it ought to be recon- 
sidered. 

Secretary Keppel then read the printed report of the Committee 
on Foreign Missions. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


We, your Committee on Foreign Missions, submit the following 
report: 

We have studied with great care and appreciation the report of 
the work done by our missionaries abroad, as that report has been 
set forth in the quadrennial address of our General Secretary. 

Unanimously we endorse the call which comes for reinforcements, 
for new buildings, and for larger equipments. We recognize this 
eall as the will of God for our work abroad at this time of unparal- 
leled opportunity and need. ; 

We recommend: 

1. That Articles 1 to 9 inclusive of the Discipline on the Foreign 
Mission Society remain unchanged. © 

2. That Articles 10 to 13 inclusive be so worded as to conform 
to the action of this Conference concerning the Commission of 
Finance. ; , 

3. That Article 18 of the Discipline be numbered 15; and that 
the following be substituted for Article 15 as it now appears in the 
Discipline, and be numbered 16. 


ARTICLE 16. 
Superintendency. 


When a foreign mission district or a foreign mission conference 
has been- organized, the Mission Board shall appoint a mission super- 
intendent over the same, for one term, subject to reappointment, or 
his tenure of office may be terminated at any time at the discretion 
of the board. 

A Bishop elected by the General Conference as a general superin- 
tendent over our Foreign Mission Conference shall preside, when pos- 
sible, at the annual session of each foreign mission conference. He 
shall give close attention to the large problems of each field, and, 
by counselling with the missionaries and native workers, seek to 
establish native churches and institutions filled with a passion for 
evangelism, strong in self-support and able ultimately to extend and 
direct their own work without aid from other lands. 

The Bishop assigned to the foreign fields shall work in co-oper- 
ation with the Foreign Missionary Society and with the Mission 
Council on the field, and seek to interpret the needs and viewpoint 
of each to the other. 
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The mission superintendent of each field, in co-operation with the 
board and the Bishop of the district, shall arrange the work and 
take supervision of the conference. He shall report quarterly the 
condition and needs of the field to the General Secretary of the 
Mission Board and to the Bishop of the district. 

The Bishop of the district, and each mission superintendent, shall 
submit an annual report to the Foreign Mission Board. ‘ 

4. That Articles 16 and 17 of the Discipline be numbered 17 and 
18, respectively. 

5. That in Article 19, the following, “Each foreign mission con- 
ference may be represented in the General Conference by one dele- 
gate, who shall have an advisory relation and who shall be selected 
by the Foreign Mission Board, which board shall pay the necessary 
expenses,” appear under “representation,” instead of that which 
appears in the Discipline at present. 

6. That Article 20 remain unchanged. 

W. R. Funk, Chairman. 


: U. M. Rosy, Secretary. 
Rev. U. M. Rosy. Mr. Chairman, I move its adoption as a whole. 
Seconded. 

Dr. J. E. Four. I should like to inquire whether this report would 
carry with it the adoption of Article 18, on page 127, of the book of 
Discipline, which provides that the first and third quarters of the 
calendar year shall be devoted to the study of foreign missions in 
our Sunday schools. 

Docror Funk. There is no change in the Discipline, in that. 

Dr. J. E. Four. I move to amend by striking out the words “third 
quarter,” and say that the first quarter of the calendar year shall 
be devoted to the study of foreign missions, and I want to include 
home missions also. I do not believe that the entire Sunday school 
should be given to the study of missions alone. I think there ought 
to be a chance in our Sunday-school to study our great educational 
work; as it now comes we can’t get a chance to present anything 
educational in our Sunday school as to our great educational insti- 
tutions of the Church. 


The question was called for. 
Tur Present. All of those favorable to accepting this report as 


a whole, as read by the secretary, will lift the hand; those opposed, 


like sign. 
The report was adopted. ; 
Tur Presipent. The next order of business will be the election 


of Foreign Missionary Secretary. You will prepare your ballot for 


Foreign Missionary Secretary. 
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The tellers collected the ballot’and retired to make the count. 

Tur Presipent. We will now hear the’report of the Committee on 
Church Erection. 

Secretary Keppel then read the written report on Church Erection. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH ERECTION. 


The Committee on Church Erection submits the following report: 

1. Articles VIII. and XIII. of Chapter XX. in the Discipline 
shall be expunged. 

2. Article X. shall be changed to read as follows: 

(1) When a loan from Church Erection is desired, the congre- 
gation so desiring it.shall be called together for the purpose of voting 
whether or not application shall be made. If the vote be favorable, 
the application shall be sent to the Conference Branch Church Ereec- 
tion Society for its approval, and upon such approval, the Confer- 
ence Branch Society shall make application to the General Secre- 
tary of the General Church Erection Society. 

(2) Where there is no local church, the Conference Branch So- 
ciety shall act in leu thereof. 

3. To paragraph 4 of Article XT. on the granting of loans shall 
be added the following: “And the secretary of each Oonference 
Branch Society shall read the outstanding church erection loans 
within his territory at each session of the annual conferences.” 

4. Paragraph 2 of Article XII. shall be changed so that the words 
“Easter offerings in full” shall be replaced by the words, “Advance- 
ment of the Church Erection cause.” 

The paragraph shall then read: 

“The presiding elders shall direct attention to the interests of the 
society at quarterly meetings and shall advise with the pastors as 
to the best methods of advancing the Church Erection cause. They 
shall also interest themselves in securing special gifts and bequests 
from those who may be able to give. 

5. For Article XV. shall be substituted the following: 

“The Commission on Finances shall in conjunction with the 
Church Erection Board set aside a reasonable per cent. of the Church 
Erection funds for parsonage erection.” 

6. Paragraph 2 of Article XVII. shall be changed to read: 

“This fund shall be provided by the Commission on Finance in 
conjunction with the Church Erection Board by setting aside a 
reasonable per cent. of this fund from the Church Erection budget.” 

7. That after the expunging of Articles VIII. and XIII. all other 
articles be conseeutively numbered. 

G. KE. McDonatp, Chairman. 
M. B. Spayp, Secretary. 


Dr. W. O. Fries. I move its adoption. 
Seconded. 
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Secretary Kupper. I should like to move to strike out the word 
“reasonable,” in all the paragraphs it appears in front of the words 
“per cent.” 

Seconded. 

Motion was adopted. 

Dr. W. H. Wasuincer. I move to strike out in Item 1, under 
Paragraph 2, the word “congregation” and insert “quarterly confer- 
ence or official board.” \ 

This was agreed to. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. I move that the word “read” be stricken out in 
the third paragraph, third line, following the word “shall,” and the 
word “report” be inserted. 

This was agreed to. 

The report, as amended, was approved. 

Tn Presipent. Prepare your ballots for Church Erection Secre- 
tary. ; 
Mr. L. O. Mitmr. I would like to say concerning the amend- 
ment offered by Doctor Washinger, striking out ‘the word “congre- 
gation” and inserting the words “quarterly conference,” that* there 
was a real good reason of the committee for asking that the vote 
be by ‘the congregation. The thought was this, we have found not 
a little trouble in attempting to collect our loans that the people 


‘and the membership of the congregation have at times said that 


they didn’t know anything at all about the obligation, and that 


‘was the reason for asking that this be inserted. Furthermore, there 


are in some States a requirement that before a loan of this sort can 
be made, it must be upon the application of the entire congregation, 
and with that explanation I am sure that the secretary and the 
executive committee would be glad to have you reconsider that. 

Rev. L. E. Runx. I think there has been a motion passed that 
before trustees can build a church they have to have the consent of 
the congregation. 

Rev. C. P. Hopkins, of Michigan Conference. I think we, as a 
General Conference, ought to listen to the advice of men who have 
had the experience, therefore I move a reconsideration of this item. 

Seconded. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I have a distinct recollection that we did 
pass upon that before, and this would answer Doctor Washinger’s 
purpose. 

The motion to reconsider did not prevail. - 
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Tue Presiwent. The ballot is here for Secretary of the Foreign 
Missionary Society. 
Secretary Keppel read: 


REPORT OF TIE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF SECRETARY OF THE FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
First ballot; number of votes cast, 181; necessary to election, 91. 
ALG. "Siddall a vuakae toa eee earn 1 
We Mie Robe oc cee ose ca eee 
Ss ee ough vase erick cece eel teas 
©. W. Recarp, Chairman. 
Dr. S. S. Hough is re-elected. 
Tue Preswent. The tellers will please collect the ballots for 
Chureh Erection Secretary and retire to count them. We will hear 
the reading of the report on Home Missions: 
Secretary Keppel read the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON HOME MISSIONS. 


We, your Committee on Home Missions, report the following: 

In Article 1 of the Constitution, on Page 117; éliminate the last 
two and one-half lines, beginning after the word “field.” 

The article will then read, “This society shall be called the Home 
Missionary Society of the United Brethren in Christ (the legal sue- 
cessor of the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the United Brethren in Christ in its home work), and is organized 
for the purpose of extending and establishing the work of the Church 
in the home field. 

In Article 5, of Page 118, in the third line from the bottom, sub- 
stitute the word “nominate” for the word “recommend.” 

Then the article will read: 

Duties of Board of Control. 

This board shall hold annual meetings, appoint an executive commit- 
tee, make by-laws for the regulation of its work, appropriate funds 
for current expenses, employ missionaries, open new missions, ap- 
point superintendents for mission districts, authorize or discontinue 
appropriations, fill vacancies in its own body, and in connection 
with one or more of the Bishops, ordain missionaries in its employ 
to the office of elder, provided such missionaries have taken the 
course of study required by Discipline or its equivalent. It shall 
have power to nominate persons for presiding elders in conferences 
where said elders are supported in part by the board. 

On Page 119, Article VII. 


' 
Funds. 
Eliminate Items 2, 3, and 4. 
In Item 5, fifth line from the bottom of the page, after the word 
“taken” insert “for the budget.” 
: 
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And in the last line of the paragraph, after the first word, elim- 
inate the rest of the line and insert “for the budget.” 

In Item 6, eliminate the three last words and insert “land.” 

Eliminate Paragraph 7. 

~Renumber: Paragraph 5 becomes 2; 6 becomes 3, and 8 becomes 4. 

Each of our Sunday schools, in its auxiliary relationship to the 
Home Missionary Society, is expected to observe the monthly Mis- 
sionary Day. Exercises will be rendered and an offering. taken for 
the budget. In places where a monthly Missionary Day seems im- 
practicable, each school will be required to observe a Missionary 
Day once a quarter. The first and third quarters shall be devoted 
to the study of foreign missions, the second. and fourth quarters shall 
be devoted to the study of home missions, the offerings during this 
period to go to the budget. 

In Article 7, Paragraph 6, on Page 120, eliminate “and foreign” 


‘from the last line. The paragraph will then read: 


The month of November shall be observed by all our congregations 


as a time of prayer and thanksgiving for missions, and pastors shall 


—_ oe Ne 


preach on this subject and turn the attention of the people toward 
the extension of the Master’s kingdom in the home field. 

To Article 9, on Page 120, add the following: hae 

Mission districts shall be entitled to representation in the General 
Conference by at least one minister and one layman. 

The article will then read: : 

A mission district shall consist of three or more fields of labor 
outside the bounds of an annual conference. The regular session of 
its ministers and lay delegates shall be presided over by a Bishop 
or an elder appointed by the board. 

At these meetings the regular business of an annual conference 
may be transacted, except that the superintendent shall be appointed 
by the board. Mission districts shall be entitled to representation 
in the General Conference by at least one minister and one layman. 

On Page 121, substitute the following article in the place of 
Article 12: 


Social Service—Article XII. 
The Home Missionary Society shall be authorized to create a bu- 
reau of social service and reform as funds in their hands will permit. 


Opening Missions to Be Article EXCITE 

The Bishop of the district and the General Home Mission Board 
shall be counselled in opening new missions where they are expecting 
help or for the support of the pastor. 

Self-Supporting by Article XIV. 

When the board makes appropriations it shall be with a clear under- 
standing that said aid is to be reduced from year to year and the 
point so aided shall plan for self-support at the earliest possible 
moment, and the reason for deviating from this requirement shall 


be only in case of emergency. 
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Application of Appropriation as Article XVI. 

In conferences expecting help, the Conference Home Missions’ 
Committee and the Conference Church Extension Board, shall make 
known to the Home Missionary Society, at least two months before 
annual conference the missionary appropriation actually needed for 
the coming year; and in turn the home mission office shall inform 
such conference authorities, the approximate amount they expect to 
appropriate, and the conference shall furnish the Home Mission 
office a schedule of the places, names, and amounts of all such and 
return for the final action of the home board. 

In Item 1, Article XIT., at the beginning of the second line from 
the bottom, strike out the words, “home missions” and insert “the 
budget.” 

And in next to the last line eliminate “for this cause,” and at 
the end of the last line, “of home missions.” 

In Item 2, on Page 121, Article VIII., in the second line, after 
“presiding elders,” insert “and educational secretaries.” 

Article XTV. shall be renumbered XVII. 


(Signed) 
W. H. Wasnincrer, Chairman. 
E. W. Curtis, Secretary. 

Mr. A. H. Lavensaum. Mr. President, I move to adopt the report. 

Seconded. 

Dr. S. W. Pau. I move to amend by striking out the last two 
lines under the “Duties of Board of Control,” it shall have power 
to nominate persons for presiding elders in conferences where said 
elders are supported in part by the board. 

Seconded by Bishop Carter. 

Docror Funk. I was about to offer an amendment, substituting 
for the amendment, I would like to insert after the word “power,” 
these words, “after consultation with the Bishop of the district.” 
It would then read, “It shall have power, after consultation with 
the Bishop of the district, to nominate persons,” eté, 

Bishop Matnews. Why not put it, “in conjunction with the 
Bishop” ? : 

Secretary Keppren. I do not believe that that amendment is neces- 
sary. (This merely gives the power to nominate. Nomination is not 
election. The annual conference will elect whomsoever it pleases, 
but it will greatly please most of the annual conferences to have 
the Home Mission Board nominate the person it would like to have 
handle that work. 

Dr. I. A. Horproox, of Iowa State Conference. I was a member 
of that board and I know exactly why we did that. In other churches 
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the general boards invest their money. They have a share of the 
say who shall manage the ‘board. A conference for some very 
unwise purpose, sometimes when they don’t know a man, might 
select a man that would be of less value on the financial side, and 
the Home Missionary Society, if they pay all the man’s salary, ought 
to have something to say about whom the man shall be. They ask 
the right to nominate, then the conference can pass upon the man— 
in conjunction then, with the conference they support the man— 
in conjunction with the conference they choose the man. It is fair 
to the conference, it is fair to the society, and the committee was a 
unit on this matter, and I am sure that while we might accept some 
such addition as Doctor Funk suggests, yet as a committee we will 
stand pretty strongly for the matter of the general society having 
something to say about to whom they may pay their money. 
Dr. S. W. Paut. Mr. President, may I ask who shall have the 
final voice—suppose the board nominates and the conference don’t 
. agree? 

Tur Presipent. The conference elects. 

Docror Pau. With that kind of interpretation I will withdraw 
my motion. 

Doctor Funk’s motion to insert was seconded by John W. Ruth. 

Docror Funk. My reason for making this motion is this; That 
the Bishop of the district, in conjunction with the home society, 
makes the nomination. It seems to me it gives you a double force 
there before your nomination is made and you will avoid difficulty 
afterwards. 2 

Voices. Agreed. © . 

Bisuop Maruews. Will you hear me, brethren, with reference to 
this matter? These, of course, are all serious propositions, and rela- 
tions which we sustain officially to the conferences and to one an- 
other—without intention sometimes it is possible to belittle the 
Bishops of the district by any action like this. You can’t find any 
itinerant church on the face of the earth in America that would 
refuse to permit the Home Mission Board to operate in conjunction 
with the Bishop of the district, who is supposed to be efficient and 
understands all the details and conditions everywhere. Why should 
not the Home Missionary Board operate in conjunction with the pre- 
siding Bishop of that conference that goes from one to the other? 

Dr. W. H. Wasuincer. I don’t want to prolong the discussion, 
we’ are agreed to that. The only reason we didn’t put that in there 
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was the statement was made that all through this report the Bishops 
are to be recognized, and always have been, and therefore it was 
unnecessary. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I desire to move to strike out all of that 
article near the bottom, “Application of Appropriation as Article 
XVI,” to strike out the words in the third line, “at least two months 
before annual conference.” 

Rey. G. E. Bervou, of Neosho Conference. I second the motion. 

Rev. TH. Dean, of Minnesota Conference. It seems to me that 
the paper, as it stands, is Just what is needed, and the mission board 
have a perfect right to ask that at least two months before the fall 
conferences they shall be informed as to the amount of money a 
is expected from the annual conferences. 

Dr. J. T. Foster, of West Virginia Conference. I find that in 
West Virginia at least, the assessments are largely gathered during 
the last two months. The plans are laid all through the year, and 
for the Home Mission Board to take action two months before the 
conference they wouldn’t know what to ask for. 

Docror Wasuincer. There was a special demand for this from 
different sections of the Church, and that is the reason we put it 
two months. 

Rev. L. S. Wooprurr, of California Conference. The statement 
of Doctor Washinger is true, and I am sure that those who live 
within telephone distance of Dayton Ohio, and the board, do not 
appreciate the distance to the coast. We find it takes four days 
after it leaves us for mail to reach the office, and then you will use 
up the whole month before we get a return in any way, and we 
thought two months was the least possible time we ought to have. 

Doctor Wuitney, Home Missionary Secretary. This clause is in- 
serted here purely to help the coast conferences. It will be more 
desirable to the Home Missionary Society to have it otherwise, but 
it is the purpose of the conferences coming to their session to know 
something from the home board two months before. The Homé Mis- 
sionary Society don’t know what they are going to receive until they 
get their reports from the conferences. This is trying to inform 
the conferences approximately of what they hope to be given, and 
they can make their arrangements satisfactorily. 

Rey. J. A. Hawkins, of White River Conference. Will it be neces- 
sary to call our conference together before this recommendation can 
be forwarded to the Home Missionary Society ? 
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Dr. I. A. Hotsroox. You have a conference board or you have 
“presiding elders who know in advance what the conference has been 
vetting, whd know what the conference will need—the society needs 
a little time because of the meeting of their executive committee, 
and this information ought to be sent to them in time for their execu- 
ive committee to get together and tell us whether they are going to 
give us more or less for the coming year. This is approximate, it 
has nothing to do with special cases of emergency that may come 
up. It should be left to the Home Missionary Society to determine 
whether they will or not. There may be a time when the disposition 
will be different in the conferences from the present one, and that 
being the case the conference wants to know whether they are going 
to get a thousand or ten thousand from the board. They want to 
know where they are going to make the appropriation. 

Rev. T. W. Perxs. I am in favor of this item as it stands. Any 
man that is wide-awake on his district with his society organized, will 
know how much money he needs, and it is absolutely imperative 
that we know before the sitting of the annual conference. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I believe that every place has a wide-awake 
superintendent, who has a wide-awake organization, and who knows 
all these things beforehand, and he will take them all up with the 
Home Department and get all those things. settled without any 
trouble, anyhow. The point of it is this, that with this provision 
in there the Home Missionary Society can use it as an excuse in 
refusing any assistance to a particular conference and appropriate 
the whole thing to a particular conference. 

The amendment did not prevail. 

Mr. E. L. Suuzy. I move to add to Article 12, as a second item, 
on Social Service, this resolution: 

Resolved, That in view of the vital importance to present-day 
life of the problem of the rural church and rural life, the Bishops 
are requested to give special consideration to this question during 
the coming quadrennium. The Home. Mission Board is authorized 
to ereate a commission. on present-day rural life problems, and the 
relation of the Church to their solution. This commission shall seek 
to reach its objectives through careful investigation and active edu- 
cation, and to participate where possible with other organizations 


engaged in similar work. It shall particularly assist our own confer- 
ences in any rural life survey or rural life work which they may 


undertake. 
C. W. Kurtz. 


BE. L. SHury. 
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Bisuop Four. I would like to second that. 

BrsHop Carrer. I desire most heartily to support this resolution 
offered by Brother Shuey. There has been no matter which has con- 
cerned more in these years of superintending.a large rural section 
than this matter of co-operation of the Church for the support of 
fields of labor in these agricultural and rural sections. The South 
has always been an agricultural country, it always will be, and there 
are vast sections there where we are building up circuits in the 
same way that circuits were built up in the older conferences one 
hundred years ago. Without some helps from the boards and co- 
operation from the general Church we will fail in these country 
places unless some such measure as this is taken. I rode the other 
day with the editor of a Presbyterian paper in Tennessee, and he 
said this: “I am in favor of a modified bishopric for our church, 
and I am going to stand for it in my paper, by which a superin- 
tendent shall reach these needy rural sections, take care of the rural 
church. We are already forming circuits and calling on our board . 
to support good men in these rural places because it is from the 
country that after all we must receive our leaders.” Now, I do 
hope that this commission will be created and these vast rural places 
will receive the backing and support of this entire Church. 

Mr. E. L. Saury. I wish to say in support of this, I came to this’ 
Conference with one speech in my pocket, and it was on this ques- 
tion. I am not going to make it, but I want to suggest this: Bishop 
Carter is right in all the suggestions he has made, but the older con- 
ferences in this Church need it just as much ag the smaller. We 
have been so active in the past few years in our denomination look- 
ing after those weak places in our institutions that we have forgotten 
the greatest problem that we Americans have to deal with in the 
coming generation, and that is the rural church, and it seems to me, 
and I confess this as some of my brethren can, I have been some- 
what ashamed at times as I have gone with other men in the con- 
sideration of some of these questions, to have the knowledge that 
our denomination has taken absolutely no action on this question. 
We ought to have the strongest possible commission to study this 
problem and do something within the coming few years. [Applause.] 

Dr. C. M. Brooxr. I do not think any argument is necessary to 
pass this, and it came from the laymen. I am glad it did, but I 
think certain information should be given that we might have the 
scope of its meaning. I represent Oklahoma—or misrepresent it, 
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maybe—I try to represent it, and one of the very active agencies 
there is is this very thing that we are talking about now. The 
preachers getting hold of country life. The State college is in 
my town, and once a year the country preachers, as well as the 
country toilers and the city preachers who are interested in the 
country church problem, are invited there, and I want to tell you 
that some of the mightiest things are said and done through 
those agencies. Now, furthermore, in talking to a pastor who had 
just come back from the ‘State association, he said, “I found, twenty- 
three United Brethren preachers in our association, and that was 
marvelous, and the wonder to me is how you fellows can stand that 
drain.” Now, we are keeping on the process of producing the 
country church, the country religion, the country people is such as 
our preachers are produced there, but we don’t want the other fel- 
lows to get them, we want to keep them. And I believe this is one 
of the most splendid papers produced in this body. We want you 
to take care of the country church. 

Bisuor Krpuart. In Waycross, Georgia, an Episcopalian called 
upon me and said he was ‘calling upon all the church officials he 
could find, to urge them to send preachers into the country places, 
that the Mormons had built a chureh back of his plantation and 
were building other churches, and the religious denominations of 
this country must save the rural places or else Mormonism would 
take them. 

Doctor WasuincEer. We all agree with everything said here, and 
much more is needed, but that was not the question before our com- 
mittee. The secretary raised the right question—without any money 
how can you do it? We have all voted for these increases all along, 
and I would-have preferred very much if every conference would 
say we will vote for it and will come without any deficit four years 
from now. The problem on our heart and upon the heart of the 
Home Mission Secretary -is the financial part. I wish something 
might be said about that. 

Me. E. L. Suury. It needs brains and energy more than it does 
money. This must be done by the conferences. The leadership 
must be in our Home Missionary Board, or what is the board for? 
It is more than simply a machine to raise money, it ought to be 
an organization to lead us and to tell us what to do. I am sent 
here by the Miami Conference, but if the Lord is willing, I am 
going to represent the United Brethren Church and not the Miami 
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Conference. [Applause.] I think that this board should lead us 
and give us plans and we will work them out in our own conferences. 

The motion was adopted. 

Bisnor Bett. I wish to call the attention of the body to one mat- 
ter which was probably overlooked, and if you will turn to Page 17 
of the Discipline, Article 1, of the Constitution, you will have the 
statement there that the annual conference districts only have the 
right of representation in this body, and yet this report brings in 
a regulation that mission districts outside of the annual conferences 
consisting of three churches shall have a representative. I beg to 
suggest that it falls out by elimination. We ought to be satisfied 
to have a mission district as long as it is such, to depend upon an 
_advisory relation, for if you vote this through, a little, three-church, 
mission conference—a mission district has the same representation 
as an annual conference of two thousand members, and it is all out 
of harmony with the Constitution. 

Docror Wasnincer. That was considered by the committee, and 
the secretary was told to get-the proper information in regard to it. 
I do not know just why it appears here—if the secretary secured 
the information, unless he was not able to secure it. 

Docror FunKHouserR. I move the item be stricken out. 

Seconded. 

The article was stricken out. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I do not see in this report or anything that has 
come up here, any provision for a broader policy in a true and 
correct representation of our home mission interests throughout 
the denomination. I mean this, Mr. Chairman, that during the 
past quadrennium or quadrenniums, this denomination has not been 
correctly represented before the world as to its real home mission 
interests, the moneys raised, and given a standing such as this 
denomination can properly claim. We have, instead of having 
$175,000 or $200,000 in round numbers, raised during the past quad- 
rennium for home mission funds, raised about, in round numbers, 
$500,000 for home interests. I may be high in my estimate, but not 
very much too high. 

Tur Presipent. We will hear the report of the tellers, 

Secretary Keppel read: 

606 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


~ REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF SECRETARY OF THE CHURCH 
; ' ERECTION SOCIETY. 


First ballot; number of votes cast, 185; necessary to election, 94. 
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(Simul) ©. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tur Presipent. There is no election; you will again prepare your 
ballots for Church Erection Secretary. 
Dr. D. D. Lowrry. Now, Mr. Chairman, if I may just in a few 
words, by way of preface to offer an amendment that I desire to 
bring before you, I will complete what I referred to regarding home 
mission contributions. If we hope to secure proper recognition 
_ for our home mission interests we need to change our policy in this 
direction, we need to have proper recognition of what the confer- 
: ences are doing. We have not had such recognition. The policy has 
been too narrow. In the East Pennsylvania Conference, for instance, 

we raised instead of $4,000, at least $8,000 or $9,000 for home mis- 

sions, to be sure not all of this money passed through the general 

society, for the East Pennsylvania Conference takes care of its own 
“missions. We consider our mission in Philadelphia just as impor- 
tant as the mission in Chicago, or Minneapolis, or anywhere else— 
we take care of our own home missions. We don’t know that we 
shall ask the general society for any assistance, but we should like 
to have in the general report, as it goes out to the public, some recog- 
nition of what we are doing at least, and when I am saying this [ 
am not speaking this simply for East Pennsylvania Conference, but 
for the denomination. The denomination doesn’t have the proper 

recognition in this field of operation. This denomination, as I 
said a moment ago, has raised during the past quadrennium, sev- 
eral hundred thousand dollars instead of only a few thousand dollars, 
and I think I am well enough informed to know that other confer- 
ences are doing as we are doing; they, too, have missions that they 
are supporting out of their own fund. If you please, Mr. Chairman, 
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I should like to offer an amendment to this report so there shall be 
no question hereafter. I shall offer it now as a separate article and 
then they can put it in the right place. 

The conference treasurer shall report all moneys raised, both for 
the general society and also for the conference interest for home 
missions, and make report annually and quadrennially of all the 
moneys raised. 

Docror Wasuincer. We had that item covered. Brother Curtis 
was rie secretary. 

_ E. W. Curtis, of Iowa State Conference. It was once con- 
oe and written in the report, and I think afterwards we decided 
to eliminate it. In our discussions we considered the whole matter 
with some differences of opinion as to some points in it, but I think 
the general agreement was that we were in favor of all these reports 
as missionary money in the conferences to come in some way in 
the final report. 

Dooror Wuirney. The difficulty in the whole matter is to give 
figures that can be relied on. There are in many of these con- 
ferences where all the money goes into the Church Erection Soci: 
ety, the Conference Church Erection Society, and it is used in a. 
great many conferences for purchasing lots and for bringing up 
shortage on salary and bringing up the minimum salary and all 
those things that are outside of the work of home missions, which 
ought to go to church erection that was spent on buildings, ete., and 
in order to know how to tabulate this matter, they leave it out. 
In one of the prominent conferences, one of the pastors, I noticed 
in my quadrennial report, was questioned about the amount of 
money he had reported there for Home Missions. He acknowledged 
that that money that was taken for the Anti-Saloon League and 
other things similar was all placed in there. If we don’t get sta- 
tistics to be relied upon, the question is, whether we should present 
them to the church at large. As an instance, here is a conference 
west of us which reported over $7,000 in its annual conference min- 
utes .for Home Missions, but the Home Mission Society received 
$15,000—our treasurer’s: report shows that amount. How are we 
going to get at it? I would be very glad if that can be brought out. 

Doctor Lowery. Mr. Chairman, may I explain? The amend- 
ment I offer doesn’t contemplate getting us in any such difficulty 
at all. I say here that the Home Mission Secretary is to secure this 
report from the conference treasurer, not from a local pastor, and 
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the conference treasurer will have this. He will have these items 
accurate and there will be no difficulty there at all. 

Dr. C. W. Kurrz, of Miami Conference. In our own Miami Con- 
ference, in the last quadrennium we raised about $1,400 for confer- 
ence home missions. This didn’t go in any way to the general board, 
and with all funds on pastors’ salaries reported, it would clear 
matters. 

Rey. H. Deat. The brother who just spoke has given my senti- 
ments. We should limit it to the amount for the missionaries 
through the conferences. 

Docror Lowrery. Who is to determine just who are missionaries? 
I understand that the Home Missionary Society is making appro- 
priations for missionary money to men who, in the total, get $1,000 
and $1,100 with the missionary appropriation. Now, if you want 
to limit it, as is suggested, I suppose you will have to get at the 
maximum amount paid, and will that be true? I know it is true, 
because some of our men have been offered certain positions, pastors 
in just such home mission churches, and they told me what salaries 
they were to have, and they showed me some telegrams. Now, I 
don’t think we can limit that, my motion comprehends this whole 
question, that is, all persons who are given the appropriation in sal- 
ary, who receive appropriation in salary, not simply the new mis- 
sions, but any church that needs to be helped, and the pastor receives 
an appropriation. 

Doctor WasHINcER. Just a word to put myself right with the 
committee. If there has been a misunderstanding, I am sorry. In 
our meeting, when these difficulties were named, as chairman, I sug- 
gested that we get the data from the conference treasurer, and that 
the conference treasurer would remember the items, which was that the 
Home Mission Board or the secretary might deduct anything that 
might come to’ him that should not be counted as home mission 
money. I thought that’ would protect the board and headquarters 
not to give the total, but everything itemized-and then the sum- 
mary. Another thing, they thought the Conference Missionary 
Board ought to do this or the home committee, but I preferred the 
conference treasurer to do it, hecause he handles all the moneys and 
is held responsible. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. A good many of us believe that Doctor Lowery 
is right in principle, that we ought to know what we really give 
for Home Missions throughout the Church. Some of us, as we 
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have read the reports of the Home Mission Board annually and 
quadrennially, have felt that they didn’t give us the whole truth— 
not anything indicating untruth, but it didn’t give us the whole 
information. Let me suggest that we adopt the principle of Doctor 
Lowery’s motion and then ask the Committee on Home Missions 
to report to us a provision for the Discipline which will clear up 
all these points so there will be no misunderstanding in carrying 
out the principles. 

Srcrerary Kupper. Mr. Chairman, those who have been confer- 
ence treasurers and have handled this matter of reports, know that 
the trouble is not in the Home Mission Society at all, the trouble is 
in the report forms that we must use. This problem has never been 
worked out by the General Conference nor by the Church. In every 
annual conference there are from one to as many as twenty items 
of money raised and expended, and there is no way of designating 
it, and the conference statistical secretary uses his judgment with - 
his respect to the matter. Now, it is not right to ask the secretary 
of the Home Mission Board to take that total, whatever it may be, 
and report it as home mission money. He is secretary of the board 
that receives the money, and that money which he receives he should 
account for, and when he has done that, he has done his full duty, 
and there ought to be nothing that would even hint as to eriticism 
of the Home Missionary Board and the Home Missionary Secretary, 
beeause of the fact in the past that report has not been taken up. 
The secretary reported, and did his duty well with the information 
given. If you want that you can get it from the printed annual 
report in the Year Book every year. It is in this year under the | 
head of “Conference Extension Work.” You are asking the Home 
Missionary Board and secretary for something they are not to blame 
for, and they ought to be left alone. 

Dr. J. H. Patrerson. Is it not a fact that the money that is paid 
in our foreign parishes is not credited to foreign missionary money 
—is not that a fact, also? 

Dr.*S. S. Hover. Oh, no; everything is credited. 

Dr. E. W. Curtis. The committee recognized that all money 
raised and used in the conferences as missionary money in the con- 
ferences ought to be reported—that it is better to have a correct 
report—not to report too much and not to report too little; but I 
think as to the last item we found it was exceedingly difficult to know 
just how to get at it, to know what is missionary money correctly 
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and what is not, and I believe that that is the reason we left it out. 

The amendment of Doctor Lowery was adopted. 

Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, I would like to make a motion. 
I move you that this item, as it is passed, be referred back to the 
Committee on Home Missions covering this item for a statement 
for the Discipline. 

Dr. R. J. Waite. Is it not understood that these two items— 
what is handled by the treasurer for the board and’ what is handled 
by the conference treasurers—that these two items be separate, or 
shall be aggregate ? 

Doctor Func. And this is the object of this motion exactly, and 
that such statement be made in the Discipline. 

Dr. W. H. Wasutncer. That is what we agreed to. 

Tue Presipent. Couldn’t that go as well to the Committee on 
Correlation ? : 

Doctor Funk. Agreed; there certainly couldn’t be any objection 


_ to that. 


Docror Lowery. This much I want to say: Our real intention 
in this motion was that while they should be kept separate, yet in 
the totals it should show the total applying on home missions. 

Docror Funx. I will withdraw the motion, if it goes to the Cor- 
relation Committee without action. 

- The report on Home Missions, as amended, was then adopted. 

Tue Presient. The report of the tellers will be heard. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF CHURCH ERECTION 


SECRETARY. 

Second ballot; number of votes cast, 194; necessary to election, 98. 
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(Signed) C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


/ 
Tue Presipent. No election. Prepare your ballots again for 
Church Erection Secretary. The report of Christian Stewardship 


“is ready. 


Secretary Keppel then read the report 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP. 


Omit all that is found in the Discipline, Chapter Fifteen, pages 
115 and 116,-and put in its place the following: e 
Christian Stewardship. 

The outstanding principles of Christian Stewardship in the Word 
of God and fostered by the United Brethren Church are God’s own- 
ership and man’s stewardship. The resources of the earth, the mines, 
the forest, the fields, the cattle upon a thousand hills are his. Man, 
into whose hands these things are given, is to administer them in 
such a way as to carry out God’s purposes in the establishment of 
his kingdom. 

In his Word there are given three distinct statements concerning 
the part he has reserved for himself for this purpose; first, “The 
tithe is the Lord’s,” it does not nor cannot belong to man. Second, 
“Tt is holy unto the Lord,” a sacred thing which we should devotedly 
return to him. Third, “Bring the tithe into the place which the Lord 
thy God shall choose to set his name there.” Offer it with devotion 
in the house or place set aside for his worship. 

On the first day of the week are we to worship by cheerfully 
bringing an offering as God hath prospered? Christ declared_of 
tithing: “This ought ye to have done, and not to leave the matter 
of judgment, mercy, and faith undone. 


Plan of Finance. (This has been adopted.) 


Plan of Finance for the Local Church. 

First. The official board or the quarterly conference shall arrange 
a budget for the current expenses, including the pastor’s salary, the 
presiding elder’s salary, and all. the other local church expenses for 
the year. 

Second. A committee on finance shall be elected by the official 
board. This committee shall provide for a personal canvass of the 
members and supporters of the Church for an annual pledge on the 
weekly basis, and when practical this canvass shall be made prior to 
the beginning of the fiscal year. This canvass can be omitted when 
the scriptural plan has been adopted of bringing the whole tithe into 
the storehouse. 

Third. The official board shall elect a financial secretary and two 
treasurers, one to care for the current expense fund and the other 
for the benevolence offerings of the church. The financial secretary 
shall keep an account of the offerings to both budgets in a book 
provided for that purpose. The treasurer of the benevolence fund 
shall remit to the conference treasurer monthly or quarterly. The 
treasurer of the current expense fund shall distribute it as ordered 
by the official board. 


The Sunday School. 


First. A budget covering all the current expenses of the Sunday 
school shall be prepared by the proper officials of the Sunday school, 
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and the same shall be submitted to the church committee on finance, 
to be incorporated in the local church’s current expense budget and 
all bills shall be paid by the church treasurer on orders signed by 
the superintendent and secretary of the Sunday school. 

Second. That the regular offerings taken in the Sunday school 


be applied on the budgets adopted by the local church. 


Third. When practical, the envelope system for offering is used, 
a definite per cent. of the offerings shall be apportioned by the Sun- 
day-school Board to both the current expense and benevolence budg- 
ets of the local church. If the duplex envelope is used, then the 
amount indicated by the giver shall go to each budget. The every- 
member _ canvass plan may be carried out in the Sunday school. 

Apportionments. 


The benevolence budget is not an assessment, but what is asked 
of the local church through the General Conference Commissions 
to sustain the various boards and the work of the conference. It is 
to be regarded as the minimum and not the maximum standard of 
giving. . 

Previous to the every-member canvass for both current expense 
and benevolence budgets, there should be special sermons and in- 
spirational addresses and systematic study of the methods of pre- 
senting the new financial plan and the needs of the various boards 
and the work of the annual conference. 

: R. J. Waite, Chairman. 
C.. C. Ross, Secretary. 


Rev. M. B. Spayp. Mr. Chairman, what has been included in this 
- that has not been adopted ? 

Dr. R. J. Wurte. It is the plan that we passed upon a few days 
ago. This is additional matter which comes below. You will re- 
member that we adopted a plan for a commission that has already 
been adopted. This is the order that it should be printed in the 
Discipline, first this Christian Stewardship, then a general plan of 
finance. Then this is added for the local church. 

Rey. W. A. Knapp, of Erie Conference. I move the report be 
adopted. 

Seconded. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. Now, notice the plan of finance for the local 
church; it says, “The official board or the quarterly conference shall 
arrange a budget for the current expenses, including the pastor’s 
salary, the presiding elder’s salary”; now, after the words “presiding 
elder’s salary,” I wish to move that we insert these words, “unless 
otherwise provided for by the annual conference.” 


Seconded. 
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Dr. R. J. Wuire. Mr. President, just a word of explanation. This 
is the plan that is already followed by a good many of the confer- . 
ences. JI know that the presiding elder’s salary is provided for by 
the conference and is paid out of the conference treasury, and we 
certainly would want to have the privilege of providing for the pre- 
siding elder’s salary in that way. If there are congregations or con- 
ferences that want it according to this plan, they can have it. 

The amendment prevailed. 

Dr. M, B. Spayp. I would like to call attention to the third item, 
where they provide for the election of a secretary and two treasurers. 
Does this permit us to elect the same individual for treasurer of both 
funds, or must there be two separate individual treasurers ? 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. My understanding of it was that it would not 
do in cases where these two funds are a large amount—it would be 
wise, probably, to have the benevolent funds kept separate from the 
local church funds and two treasurers provided for. 

‘Dr. J. S. Futroy. I would like to amend the first item, and in- 
stead of being under the heading of “Sunday Schools,” have it read 
as follows: r 


A budget covering the current expenses of the various departments 
of the Church’s activities shall be prepared by the proper officials 
of these departments, and the same shall be submitted to the Church 
Committee on Finance, to be incorporated in the local church’s cur- 
rent expense budget, and all bills shall be paid by the church treas- 


urer on orders signed by the president and secretary of such de- 
partment. i 


Seconded by Prof. H. H. Baish. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre. I would suggest that we hear from Doctor 
Kendall, the Secretary of Christian Stewardship, on this subject. 
* Dr. J. S. Kendall spoke as follows: 


Mr. President, my reason for planning to have this brought before 
the Church is that I am exceedingly anxious that the children of the 
Church may be taught what we want the Church of to-morrow to 
do, and that is that they are to support the Church and not a depart- 
ment, and every penny or dime they may give, they are giving for 
the support of their pastor and for the support of the Church, and 
for the support of-the benevolent interests of the Church instead of 
the idea of putting in a penny and pulling out a paper. That is 
the idea the Sunday school has been run on in a great many places. 
And in the next place, we want to be able to receive offerings from 
all the people. I have heard the complaint that about one-third of 
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the membership of our churches go to Sunday school, but they don’t 
wait for the regular hour of worship. We give them an opportunity 
in this way to make their offering every week as they come to the 
Sunday school toward the budget of the church. In the next place, » 
the reason I want is this: That we will be able to teach the children 
that they are to support every interest of the Church instead of 
merely the Sunday school. We want to teach them that they are 
to support the missionary interests, the church erection interests. 
Tt has already taken hold of some of our strong denominations, and 
they are working it to great perfection in many places. I don’t 
know whether we are ready to correlate all of the departments of 
the Church, but we would get our Sunday schools lined up in this 
way. We have begun to go in the right direction. . 


Me. J. H. Larris, of North Kansas Conference. J have been in 
the Sunday school for the last twenty-five years, and superintendent 
of one school on my twenty-fifth year right now. I don’t like this 
wording. My Sunday school began with a collection of $1.31 a 
Sunday. We are averaging now over $10 a Sunday, and our aver- 
age attendance is 140 to 145, but we average that $10 right through 
every Sunday. How have we done it? By getting the Sunday school 
to support definite work. If you adopt that you will knock out this 
plan. If the Sunday school wants to take up a specific thing, and 
I contend on this floor, when you ask the boys and girls and young 
men and young women to contribute for a specific work you will 
get ten times as much contribution as if it all goes into a general 
fund—they will give more money, will give more intelligently, and 
let them have a report back of where their money is gone and what 
it is doing, and they will give a whole lot more freely than if you 
put it all in one fund. 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. My understand- 
ing is that the Sunday school is not a department of the Church, 
but is the Church in Bible study, and I am sure that this report 
here is along the right line, it puts every man in the Church behind 
the Sunday school, and the Sunday school even down to the Cradle 
Roll, behind every department of church work. This is not true of 
the Young People’s society, the Ladies’ Aid Society, or any other 
society, but simply represents a fragment of the Church. This is 
the only organization in the Church that represents the whole 
Church. I think the recommendation is wise and ought to be 
adopted. 

Jupan §. W. Lor, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. President, in 
considering this matter you have to take into consideration that in 
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some Sunday schools a good many—nearly half of your membership 
are persons who are not members of the Church. You can deal 
with the different departments where they are all members of the 
Church. If the Sunday-school members were all members of the 
Church you could do that. You make a canvass among the persons 
who are not members of the Church in your Sunday school, and 
let that go through the entire year—don’t take your special offerings, 
and my prediction is you wouldn’t get two-thirds of the money you 
do under the present plan. People will come to the Sunday school 
who are outside of the Church and will pay to the Sunday school 
who won’t pay to Foreign Missions, and won’t pay for Home Mis- 
sions, and these other expenses. They don’t feel that they are mem- 
bers of the Church. Give them a chance for special offering and 
you will raise a great deal more money than you will under this plan. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I believe in the principle set forth in this 
article. Probably we are not yet’ sufficiently advanced to adopt it. 
I want to submit an amendment to it, and instead of making it 
really obligatory, leaving it optional, that item first read as follows: 





We recommend that a budget covering all the current expenses of 
the Sunday school, not ineluding special offerings, may be prepared 
by the proper officials of the Sunday school, and the same shall be 
submitted to the church committee on finance to be incorporated in 
the local church’s current expense budget, and all bills shall be paid 
by the church treasurer on orders signed by the superintendent and 
secretary of the Sunday school. - : 


Rey. A. H. Reese. Mr. Chairman, I second that. y 

Pror. H. M. Amprose. I would like to ask what the parliamentary 
status is? 

THE PRESIDENT. We have an amendment and an amendment to . 
an amendment—Doctor Fries offers’ an amendment to Doctor Ful- 
ton’s amendment. 

Dr. J. S. Fuuron. Mr. Chairman, IT am opposed to the amend- 
ment, for the reason that I am in favor of my amendment. And I 
am in favor of my own amendment for the reason that if we are 
going to undertake a plan of financing this Church on the budget 
system, it is up to every worker in this Church to get under the whole 
business and differentiate when it gets into his department, and I 
submit to you that there are some children in our Junior societies, 
and there are a lot of young people in our Senior societies, and if 
the object of this is to get the whole Church to contribute to the 
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whole budget system, that we adopt, then we ought to incorporate in 
this no legislation that would simply take up one department of 
the Church, or the Church at work in the Bible school, and thereby 
eut out every other department—we have got to simply bring our 


_ influence to bear upon every organization in our Church to edu- 


cate them up to the plan of supporting every interest of the Church, 
and not one now and another again. You will never kill a snake 
very soon by cutting off an inch of its tail each time. 

Tue Presipent. We will hear the report of the tellers. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF CHURCH ERECTION 


SECRETARY. 

Third ballot; number of votes cast, 192; necessary to election, 97. 
ee SIATIMION ve sec aks oe eto Sl atag Br elie ONC Vnwce acevo tenets ceo 
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C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tur Presipent. Prepare your ballots for Church Erection Secre- 
tary. 

Rev. E. R. Baser. I would like to hear the amendment offered 
by Doctor Fries stated again. 

Doctor Fries restated his amendment. 

Secretary Keppen. If the chair please, I would like to offer a 
substitute for both motions. That item first read as follows: 


First. A budget covering all the current expenses of the Sunday 
school may be prepared by the proper officials of the Sunday school, 
and the same shall be submitted.to the church committee on finance, 
to be incorporated in the local church’s current expense budget, and 
all bills shall be paid by the church treasurer on orders signed by 
the superintendent and secretary of the Sunday school. 

Second. That the regular offerings taken in the Sunday school be 
applied on the budgets adopted by the local church. 


Tt seems to me that would get the same results and wouldn’t 
change the report very much. 

Seconded. 

The substitute was adopted. 

The report was then adopted. 

Dr. R. J. Wuite. Mr. President, I move you that this report we 
have already passed together with the partial report of the Com- 


617 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


mittee on Christian Stewardship be printed in one form—in: suitable 
form—so as to be distributed to all the members of the Conference 
and be used for distribution among all the presiding elders, at least 
so that this plan which is new may be brought directly to the atten- 
tion of the Church. 

Seconded. 

Rev. A. H. Reese. I move that this General Conference empower 
the Secretary of Christian Stewardship to arrange this in pamphlet 
form and have it printed and send the number required to every 
pastor in the Church for distribution among the membership. 

Seconded. ; 

Tue Presipenr. We will have the report of the tellers. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF CHURCH ERECTION 


SECRETARY. 
Fourth ballot; number of votes cast, 189; necessary to election, 95. 
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(Signed) C. W. Recarp, Chairman. — 
Tue Preswpent. No election. Prepare your ballot for Church 

Erection Secretary. 

Dr. W. R. Funx. Mr. Chairman, I would like to amke a sug- 
gestion, if I can get general consent. I don’t know whether you can 
do it or not, but it does seem to me that the delegates who go away 
from this General Conference, before going ought to place with the 
secretary their expression on the church union proposition. 

Voices. Good, good, and agreed. 

Tue Present. Do you make that as a motion, Doctor Funk ? 

Doctor Funk. If it is in order, I would like to make it as a 
motion. 

Seconded. 

Bisnop Maruews. Let me understand when you cast your vote 
giving an expression, whether you give your expression on the paper 
that the Bishops will present this afternoon. Will you give your 
expression on that? 


Secretary Keppet. I want to read the report of the Committee 
on Delegates’ Expenses. 
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THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DELEGATES’ EXPENSES. 


We, your Committee on Delegates’ Expenses, submit the follow- 
ing additional report: 
First. That the expense of delegates from foreign fields, who 
are in America on furlough, be paid as follows: 
(a) Railroad fare, from point in America at time of convening 
of Conference, and return to same point. 
(b) Six dollars per week for entertainment while in Decatur. 
Second. That unused meal tickets be left with Mr. Miller, Gen- 
Treasurer, and adjustment be made by treasurer with local com- 
mittee. Respectfully submitted, 
SHERMAN W. Lort, Chairman. 
OC. F. Lockuart, Secretary. 


The report was adopted. 

Tur Preswent. The Secretary will read the report of the tellers. 
Secretary Keppel read as follows: 

REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF CHURCH ERECTION 


SECRETARY. 
Fifth ballot; number of votes cast, 194; necessary to ie 98. 
Neletisea(ra bel hives sorewssle sees SOmeACe OR Ord dalliance en Se LOD 


C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tur Presipent. A. C. Siddall is elected. We will have a speech 
by our new Church Erection Secretary. 

Dr. A. C. Srppatn. I think I can appreciate how Moses felt when 
he was elected to the great office of leading the children of Israel, 
and found it necessary for somebody to make a speech for him. 
I have nothing to say to you this morning further than simply ex- 
pressing my thanks for your confidence bestowed upon me at this 
election, and I beg to assure you that all there is of me has always 
been and shall always be given to the higher interests of the Church 
of the United Brethren in Christ. I thank you. [Applause. ] 

Tus Present. We will now take the vote on Home Mission 
Secretary. 

Secretary Keppen. I want to ask a question: Should the repre- 
sentatives of the foreign field participate in this committee in sta- 
tioning the Bishops? 

Voices. No, no. 

Pror. J. H. Ruesusu. I have a resolution to offer: 

Resolved, That the conference treasurers pay all funds to the 
General Church Treasurer, and send duplicate reports to the various 
secretaries. (Signed) 

J. H. RuepusH. 


A. S. HamMack. 
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The resolution prevailed. 

Dr. S. S. Hoven. I think we should have an expression concern- 
ing the receipts. You have now put the responsibility on the treas- 
urer. He has a big job before him, and I think it is your purpose 
to have those receipts of acknowledgment, which is a receipt to the 
conference treasurer as well‘as to the local churches, continued, and 
that the General Treasurer shall get sufficient office foree to manage 
them and have them published in the Telescope or some magazine 
that should be provided for them. It is understood that we are not 
going to reach a great, big budget and cut out inspirational vouchers 
and receipts and establish confidence in every church throughout 
the whole Church that everything given for a certain purpose gets 
to that purpose; that for eight years has been done by the Foreign 
Missionary Society, and for four years by the other society, and I 
find it to be one of the greatest achievements of the whole Church. 
It must be continued, or I know one who shall protest against. the 
whole business. 

Mr. E. L. Suvuzy. Is there any reason why it should not be con- 
tinued, or is there any reason why the secretaries should not make 
those lists instead of the Church Treasurer? That very fact will 
be in evidence to the people themselves, that their money is being 
recognized by the various departments. Let the same people do as 
they have been doing. 

Doctor Funk. Mr. Chairman, I think what has been said and 
done has been good, but there is another side to this question, and 
that is this, the Telescope is loaded almost every week with reports 
of this kind. We have a suggestion to make, and it is this: that 
there be added to the Telescope four pages for that purpose every 
quarter of the year, and that the departments bear the expense. 
That will be cheaper than postage, saving a good deal to them, and 
it is only fair to the other departments. Almost every issue of the 
Telescope these reports come in and there is not room, and we are 
compelled to reset the matter in the very finest type possible in 
order ‘to crowd it ‘in. That increases the cost of publishing the 
Telescope, which is now a subsidy of the Publishing House. If it 
were paying its way I wouldn’t say a word, but when it costs us 
more now to produce it than we receive as receipts for it, to require 
one department to carry the load of another does not seem fair. 
Therefore, Mr. Chairman, I make a motion that these reports be pre- 
pared by the secretaries quarterly, and that a sufficient number of 
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pages be added to the Telescope at that time to meet the conditions. 

Seconded by J. W. Ruth. 

‘The motion prevailed. 

Dr. J. E. Four. Do we understand that the columns are to be 
continued in the Telescope for Home Missions, Foreign Missions, and 
all the other departments ? 

Docror Funk. This simply refers to these money receipts that 
are published almost every issue. It has no reference to your edu- 
cational pages. Of course, the Telescope ought to be furnishing 
matter for educational purposes, that is what the Telescope is for. 

Dr. J. E. Four. You will find those items published by the sec- 
retaries in a certain column, and the people expect them in that 
column. Now, I am asking the question, shall that be continued in 
this column and then added again at the end of the quarter? 

2 Doctor Funk. No, indeed; it is to be omitted and compiled quar- 
terly. ae 

-  Docror Four. Then I am agreed. 

\ Srorerary Keppen. I will read the Committee on Stationing the 
_ Bishops at this time so that the chair may designate some one to 
: call the committee to order and the place of meeting: 

‘ Fast District—W. H. Washinger, J. S. Fulton, W. F. Gruver. 
Central District—W. P. Alspach, R. A. Hitt, J. H. Patterson. 
Northwest District—E. W. Curtis, W. F. Caldwell, E. W. Sawdy. 
4 Southwest District—C. M. Brooke, E. R. Baber, L. L. Epley. 
Pacific District—P. O. Bonebrake, Mark Keppel, W. Wood. 

Tur Preswent. The committee meets as a joint committee. The 
chair will appoint Dr. W. H. Washinger to call the committee to- 
gether. ; 

j Docror Hoven. I have a suggestion with reference to a matter 
that you might wish to refer to the Commission on Finance or you 

might wish to settle it here. There has been some objection to the 
system of finance that seemed to be arbitrary and that it would make 
it mandatory in all the churches and conferences to simply operate 
it as here recommended, and it has been suggested by some that 
there ought to be a provision by which the conference, if they can 
operate towards getting this system—a workable, constructive plan 
leading up to it in a year or two. Let them be granted the priv- 
ilege of doing it, granted the privilege of making Church Erection, 
and Home Missions or Foreign Missions be emphasized throughout 
the conference for the first quarter. It seems to me if the Con- 
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ference has an expression they might refer the whole matter to the 
commission to work out so as not to make it mandatory upon the 
conferences to adopt the budget plan. I think you recognize that 
we have before us the greatest task that we have ever undertaken, 
and we must get together on it. I make that suggestion, and if 
you have any recommendations you can change it. 

Dr. J. S. Kennan. I have this thought—will not this General 
Conference grant to the commission that you elect, the authority to 
work out what Doctor Hough indicates? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Dr. A. P. Funkuousrr. I move that the consideration of the 
report on Government of the Church be postponed until this after- 
noon. 

Seconded and adopted. 

Mr. Joun F. Repsiny, of Pennsylvania Conference. The report 
of the Committee on Orphanages and Homes is very important for 
our consideration, and I move you, sir, that the report of the Com- 


mittee on Orphanages and Homes be made the order for two o’clock 
this afternoon. 


Seconded. 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. That report should be considered earlier than 
that to give the Nominating Committee an opportunity to bring in 
its report. 

THE Presipent. The report of the tellers on Home Mission Sec- 
retary is ready. 

Secretary Siddall read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF SECRETARY OF HOME 
MISSIONS, : 


First ballot; number of votes cast, 191; number necessary to elec- 
tion, 96. 
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Tur Preswentr. Doctor Whitney is re-elected. You will now 
prepare your ballot for General Church Treasurer. 

Dr. W. O. Jones. I move you that the rules be suspended and we 
vote for L. O. Miller. 

Seconded. 
“Mr. L. O. Mttter. Mr. Chairman, I beg this Conference not to 
do this. 

Tur Preswent. Proceed to ballot for General Church Treasurer, 
and the secretary will read the Report on Orphanages and Homes. 

The secretary then read the Report of the Committee on Orphan- 
ages and Homes. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ORPHANAGES AND HOMES. ~ 

We, your Committee on Orphanages and Homes, beg leave to sub- 
mit the following recommendations: 

{. That this General Conference recognize the Quincy Orphanage 
and Home, the United Brethren Orphanage and Home, and the Col. 
R. M. Baker Home as institutions of the Church. 

9. That the name of the United Brethren Orphanage and Home 
be changed to the Otterbein Home, and that the Quincy Orphanage 
and the Old People’s Home (Mechanicsburg) be known as the Quincy 
Orphanage and Home. 

3 That this Conference accept the Articles of Incorporation and 
the Constitution of the United Brethren Orphanage and Home. 

4. That the territory shall co-operate with the Quincy Orphanage 
and Home as comprising Allegheny, Erie, Pennsylvania, East Penn- 
sylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia conferences; with the United 
Brethren Orphanage and Home as comprising the remainder of the 
territory, except that the three Pacific conferences be given to the 
Col. R. M. Baker Home when requested. 

%. That this Conference elect all trustees for the Quiney Orphan- 
age and Home from its co-operating territory. The trustees of the 
Col. R. M. Baker Home to be elected by the California Conference 
in accordance with their Articles of Incorporation. 

6. That the Finance Commission be requested to give favorable 
consideration on the matter of Christmas offerings to all church 
homes. : 

”. That the United Brethren Orphanage and Home be authorized. 
to solicit for the $25,000 needed for equipment. 

8. That Section 8, Chapter XI., be changed by substituting the 
words “General Conference” for the words, “Board of Bishops as to 


its proper location.” 
Tf these recommendations are adopted, Section XI. of Chapter V. 


in the Discipline will be as follows: 
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SECTION XI. 
Orphanages and Old People’s Homes. 

1. The Quincey United Brethren Orphanage and Home, located at~ 
Quincey, Franklin County, Pa., the Otterbein Orphanage and Home, 
located at Union Village, Warren County, Ohio, the Col. R. M. Baker 
Home, located at Otterbein, Los Angeles County, California, are 
recognized as sustaining well-defined relations to the Church as 
general institutions. 

2. The territory which shall co-operate with the Quiney United 
Brethren Orphanage and Home shall comprise Allegheny, Erie, Penn-. 
sylvania, East Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia confer- 
ences; with the Otterbein Orphanage and Home as comprising the 
remainder of the territory, except that the Oregon, Columbia River, 
and California Conferences be given to the Col. R. M. Baker Home 
when requested. 

3. The General Conference shall elect. trustees for the Quincy 
United Brethren Orphanage and Home and the Otterbein Orphanage 
and Home from their respective territories. The California Confer- 
ence shall elect trustees for the Gol. R. M. Baker Home. 

4. The Boards of Trustees shall adopt such plang and-rules as 
may be necessary for the management of said institutions, provided 
such rules are in harmony with the Discipline of the Church. 

5. It shall be the duty of the Board of Bishops to present the above 
interests to each of the annual conferences co-operating with those 
institutions. 

6. In order to secure the best results from concentration, no 


similar institution may be established without the approval of the 
General Conference. 
(Signed) 


A. C. Smpatn, Chairman. 
‘H. C. Crmuanp, Secretary. 
Committee. - 

Dr. M. B. Spayp. I move the adoption of this report. 

Dr. W. H. Wasuincer. I would like to second it with the under- 
standing that the Seventh Item be interpreted this way; that the 
Otterbein Orphanage and Home be authorized to solicit for $25,000 
needed for equipment in their “territory.” I know it will be mis- 
understood if it goes out this way without confining it to their- own 
territory. This was the understanding of those who appeared before 
the committee, and I think it should be clear, 

Voces. Agreed, agreed, 

Dr. P. O. Bonepraxe. I would like to ask in connection with that, 
for the N ominating Committee, how many shall we nominate? 

Dr. W. H. Wasuincer. Three times fifteen js forty-five, and we 
would be glad to furnish names. Some one has said, why not add 
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the other conferences? The several conferences in each district 
named here as co-operating with the Quincy Orphanage and Home. 
We are willing to have that added. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Mr. E. L. Suvuzy. Do you know what that means? It means just 
what it says, and that is the only reference to be made to this prope- 
sition to put upon this Church the Otterbein Orphanage, a tremen- 
dous load that some of us would like to have explained. 

Mr. Joun F. Rupstu. I should like to speak with reference to 
No. 7. We have appointed a Church Commission on Finance. The 
collection of any money in the Church, it seems to me, should come 
before that Committee on Finance. We have this condition provid- 
ing that the Seminary now wants $200,000 and all of the other inter- 
ests and funds to collect, and somebody should decide as to the rela- 
tive importance of these different funds. Now, if we say this $25,000 
is more important than the $200,000 for the Seminary, and we prac- 
tically say that if we adopt this item of the report, should not this 
item properly come: before the Committee on Finance to determine 
its relative importance as to the other interests of the Church? I 
understand this is for the purchase of equipment. Is the purchase 


of equipment for the Otterbein Orphanage more important than the 


$200,000 for the Seminary? Is this purchase of equipment more 
important than our college equipments, which need money so badly ? 
Would it not be possible to conduct this orphanage by renting the 


| -eround? The income might not be so large, but it would bring a 


revenue. I think that should properly come before the Commission 


on Finance to determine its relative importance. 

Rev. W. L. Cuitpress. I wish to know whether this paper means 
that in the co-operating territory of the Quincy Orphanage, no solic- — 
iting is to be done by the officers or whoever may do the soliciting 
for this Shaker Farm, now called Otterbein Orphanage. What I 
mean is, does this paper stop any soliciting in that territory? This 
Otterbein Orphanage, near Union Village, is very heavily indebted, | 
and the Quincy Orphanage is not in debt, but they must raise money 
in the future. Do I understand that in passing this paper, we stop 
soliciting in the eastern territory ? 

Ture Present. The chair so understands it, that the soliciting 
will be in the co-operating territory. We will have the announée- 
ment of the last election. 

Sécretary Keppel read: 
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REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF CHURCH TREASURER. 


First ballot; number of votes cast, 184; necessary to election, 93. 
Ws Ae arshicn. Sot. oa aes De ile A Arbogast mentees ee 4 
Hibs Shuey iecsuansace ee Des OMe MMM eT crates re Ree 177 

C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tue Presipent. L. O. Miller is elected. You will prepare your 
ballots for Secretary of the Christian Stewardship Commission. 

Rey. R. A. Hirr. The point I want to make is this, Mr. Chair- 
man: I thought this would not hinder any one in any of these ter- 
ritories from making a donation across the line, if they so choose, 
but it will hinder a solicitor from going over in those territories to 
solicit funds. 

Rev. A. H. Reese. I move you that Article 7 be referred to the 
Committee on Finance, to be harmonized with the Discipline. 

Seconded by A. H. Laughbaum. 

Tue Preswwent. I am told by the wise men by me, that referring 
this one article refers the whole report. Is there anything further 
to be said about it? 

‘Dr. R. J. Ware. I don’t see how that can be—that simply means 
to eliminate this and refer the matter—not the whole report or this 
item, but to strike this out and refer this matter like all these other 
kindred matters to the Financial Committee. It does not carry with 
it the whole report. 

Rey. A. H. Reese. If it already goes es that committee, I will 
withdraw the motion. 

Tue Present. The motion is withdrawn. 

Dr. M. O. McLaucutiin, of East Nebraska Conference. In order to 
make another amendment of the general report, I move to amend the 
report, as follows: Insert the word “hospital” after “orphanages” in 
the headline, and in the first line—we, your Committee on Orphan- 
ages and Homes—insert the word “hospital” after “orphanages,” and 
in Paragraph 1, add after the words “Colonel R. M. Baker Home” 
and “Beatrice United Brethren Hospital.” And further down under 
Section XI., Paragraph 3, strike out the words “California Confer- 
ence” in the last line, and change it to read thus: “trustees of the 
Colonel R. M. Baker Home shall be elected by the California Con- 
ference, and the trustees for the Beatrice Hospital shall be elected 
by the Nebraska conferences.” 

Seconded. 
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Secretary Kreprey. Nothing was said to this committee about hos- 
pitals, it was not a committee on hospitals. If that had been brought 


to the committee it would have had attention. 


Mr. S. C. CaLpwet, of East Nebraska Conference. I was unable 
to locate the proper committee to which this should be referred. 

Dr. W. O. Frizs.’ Just this word. It has been my privilege to 
visit the Beatrice Hospital, and so far as I was able to understand 
the conditions, it is a creditable hospital, and I believe this General 
Conference will honor itself by recognizing it as a United Brethren 
institution and at the same time would help to turn the attention 
of our people in that section of the Church towards it and being 
worthy it is right that our people should know of it. 

SroreTary KeEppet. It seems to me that this matter of this hos- 
pital ought to have the same consideration by this committee as 
of the Home, and I would like if the report would go back to the 
committee that we might have a meeting to consider this question 
of the hospital. 

Rev. L. §. Wooprurr. I move that matter be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Orphanages and Homes. 

Seconded. 

The matter was referred to the committee. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis. Since our action on salaries and new offices 
have been created, we are about to fill those offices. There is no 
provision for salary, therefore, I offer the following: 

It is the opinion of the Committee on Salaries that the Secretary 
of Young People’s Work should be made equal to that of the other 
secretaries. I would, therefore, move a reconsideration of the report 
on salaries. 

Seconded. : 

Bisuop Benu. The committee have the privilege of bringing in 
any added items that become necessary. 

Docror Lanpis. Then, we present this report: 

That the salary of the secretary of Young People’s Work be made 
$2,250, and that the salary of the General Educational Secretary be 
made $2,250. 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. We insisted, 
when the recommendation for a Young People’s Secretary was be- 
fore this Conference, that it was not fair to put his salary at $1,800, 
and the other secretaries at $2,400. But our voice could not be heard. 

Docror FunxHouser. If the Conference desires to change that 
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salary, the proper course would be to rescind the former action and 
then take what action you desire. 

Dr. J. T. Foster. I remember when this item was suggested the 
other day as a new item, coming from the committee, they stated the 
salary to be no more than $1,600. Now, they surely have gone over 
the ground before they suggested a secretary, and decided that the 
work needing to be done could be done for $1,600, since that time the 
report has come in $1,800, and now another raise to $2,250. And if we 
are going to get these things on a sliding scale, possibly another will 
come at $2,500. I would oppose this amendment. 

Tur Present. The chair will rule that the motion, as it deals 
with the Young People’s Secretary, is not in order. It hardly comes 
as supplementary, as the secretary has already been elected and salary 
reported. It comes as a reconsideration of matter that has been be- 
fore us. The part of the motion that deals with the office of “secre- 
tary of the Educational Board can be voted on. 

Rev. W. L. Curpress. Can we speak on this salary question ? 

Tur Presipent. You may speak on it as it relates to the Secretary 
of the Board of Education. 

Rey. W. L. Cumpress. Then, I think all the salaries for the sec- 
retaries should be equal. 

Rev. §. L. Topp. We have here an amendment that was stated be- 
fore. I ask if that was not provided for—the salary of Educational 
Secretary? We were assured it was. The committee provided for 
the. board itself, that is, the Educational Board, or Commission, 
should pay his salary, and we were assured that it would be pro- 
vided for in their report, therefore, we didn’t offer the amendment. 

Bisuop Maruews. May I eall your attention to the wisdom of 
just such an action as is contemplated, not that I wish to speak upon 
the merits, but the justice of any increase in salary. In the first 
place, we discuss these reports, in one department in relation to the 
other and one interest and decide, no matter whether $1,600, or what 
it may: be, and upon that there is an election. One hundred or two 
hundred persons are eligible to election to that office, and then after 
the election is made, because the salary does not satisfy the one 
that may be elected, we will raise the salary up to suit. Now, breth- 
ren, I call your attention to that sort of procedure. [Applause.] 

Tue PresIDENT. We will hear the report of the tellers in regard 
to the Secretary of Christian Stewardship. 

Secretary Keppel read: 
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REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF SECRETARY OF CHRISTIAN 
STEWARDSHIP. j 


_ First ballot; number of votes cast, 176; number necessary to elec- 
tion, 89. 
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O. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tue Present. Doctor Kendall is elected. 

Dr. S. W. Paut. I move you that we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed, and Rev. J. E. Grines, of St. 
Joseph Conference, pronounced the benediction. 


NINTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Saturpay, May 17, 1913. 

Conference opened with Bishop Carter presiding. Professor Rue- 
bush led in singing, “Savior, more than life to me.” 

Rev. Ray Upson led in singing, “Majestic sweetness sits enthroned 
upon the Savior’s brow,” and Doctor Foster, of West Virginia Con- 
ference, led in prayer. . 

Tin Presipent. Is there any miscellaneous matter which you wish 
to present at this time? 

Dr. J. A. Lyter, of the Committee on Correspondence, presented 
the following message to President Wilson, which was approved and 
sent: 


May 17, 1913. 
To His Excellency, the President of the United States of America: 

The General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ, in quadrennial session assembled at Decatur, Illinois, begs 
to express to you its appreciation of your position in reference to 
the abolition of the use of intoxicants at state functions; and also 
transmits to you the following extract from the prayer of Bishop 
Bell, of Los Angeles, California, offered at the opening of the Con- 
ference. 

“Q God, hear us for this great nation in whose citizenship we 
share a part. Graciously bless our chief magistrate, President Wil- 
son. We thank thee because thou hast brought to the White House 
a man who rules in the fear of God, and who confesses Jesus Christ 
as Savior and Divine Lord. [Voices, Amen.] We thank thee for ~ 
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his courage and splendid faith, for his pure democracy, for his gen- 
uine friendship, for the cause of the people everywhere. Do thou 
give him wisdom, O God, courage and unflinching fidelity give him 
physical strength and unfailing courage in carrying out the high 
ideals that have been born in his mind and heart. Give him strength 
complete for the great tasks that confront him in his official career. 
Bless with the President the members of his Cabinet, with all other 
men who have to do with the affairs of state.” 
(Signed) 

J. A. Lytrr, President, 

A. A. Maysiuuxzs, Secretary, 

Committee on Correspondence. 


Dr. W. F. ‘Cronk, of Iowa State Conference. The Committee on 
Order of Business have a recommendation that the special order for 
this afternoon, beginning at once, shall be in the order named: Vote 
on the Publishing House Board, Manager of Bonebrake Seminary, 
Seminary Board of Trustees, Secretary of Education, Church Trus- 
tees. 

Mr. J. H. Lirrie, of North Kansas Conference. We have not yet 
voted for the educational secretary. Can we not take that up first? 

Tue Present. There was something pending in regard to sal- 
aries when we adjourned. Is there anything further desired in re- 
gard to that? 

Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. There was simply a mis- 
understanding, and I wish to call attention to this now before the 
election. We had here an amendment before the report on educa- 
tion was finally adopted, called attention to it that was submitted 
to the committee, and they informed us that it was all incorporated. 
With that understanding, we didn’t offer the amendment. This 
amendment for the educational duties they did incorporate, but not 
the point on salary to be paid out of the funds provided: by that 
board. They had a copy of this before them and it was signed by 
three members. There was some misunderstanding, and as it relates 
to the paper offered by Doctor Landis on salaries, I am ready now 
to offer this as a substitute. : 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis. Our proposition was that the salary of the Edu- 
cational Secretary be made $2,250, the same as the other secretaries. 
This paper to which Brother Todd refers, I don’t know anything 
about it except that there was such a paper. I am not on the com- 
mittee to define the duties of the secretary, and as this reads, it 
says: The secretary of the Board of Education shall be elected by 
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the General Conference, and under the direction of the board he 
shall conduct the correspondence and keep the record, and in all his 
official conduct shall be subject to the control of the board, by 
whom his salary shall be fixed and paid, unless otherwise specified 
by the General Conference. The item pending was on the subject 
of salary as we proposed. 

Me. E. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. It is only fair to the 
Committee on Education to’say that the committee understood that 
it was to be a General Conference office, and it was within the power 
of the General Conference only to fix the salary, and while the body 
of the paper was adopted by the committee, that sentence was stricken 
out referring to salary. 

Rev. L. L. Ertey of West Nebraska Conference. I think all these 
officers should be on the same basis and not discriminate between 
them in that way, because this is a General Conference secretary 
and one elected by the General Conference, and I think his salary 
should be fixed by the General Conference. 

Rev. S. L. Topp. I wish to make this explanation: I was ready 
to offer the amendment unless it was incorporated. President Gos- 
sard said it was incorporated. It is just a misunderstanding. 

Srorerary Sippauy. There was an item in that report also respect- 
ing the salary of the General Secretary of the Young People’s Work. 
Do I understand that the salary of that secretary was eliminated? 

Doctor Lanpis. It was ruled this morning that that item was 
not competent, the election of a secretary for that department hav- 
ing already taken place, and the rules say that the salary shall be 
fixed before election. 

The Report of the Committee on Salaries fixing the salary of 
the Educational Secretary at $2,250 was then adopted. 

Dr. R. J. Wuite. Is this secretary’s salary to be paid out of the 
funds that he collects?. I would like information on that. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. The very paper by which we were to adopt 
the secretary, specifying its funds and so on, specified that he was 
to be paid from the funds he collected. 

On motion of the secretary, the Report of the Committee on Order 
of Business was adopted. 

Docror Funk. I call for the ballot for Secretary of the Board of 


Education. 
Tur Presipent. Prepare your ballots for Secretary of the Board 
of Education. 
631 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


THe Present. The tellers will retire and count the ballot. The 
next in the order of election is the Publishing House Board. 
The ballots were distributed, and attached is a copy of same. 


REPORT OF NOMINATING COMMITTEE FOR TRUSTEES OF PUBLISHING HOUSE. 
Nine to be elected, three of whom must be from Dayton, Ohio, or 
vicinity, five from Ohio. 
(Place an X in front of the name of your choice.) 
(Vote for 9.) 


Ministers. 
A. W. Drury, Dayton, Ohio. J. T. Roberts, White River. 
A. P. Funkhouser, Virginia. L. W. Stahl, Allegheny. 
D. R. Seneff, Lower Wabash. J. A. Lyter, East Pennsylvania. 
P. M. Camp, East Ohio. George Miller, Iowa State. 
J. W. Lake, St. Joseph. ; 

Laymen. 
E. R. Smith, Iowa. State. - G. W. Barrett, West Nebraska. 
B. F. Kiester, Allegheny. E. O. Smiley, Pennsylvania. 
J. M. Cogan, East Ohio. George Gores, Southeast Ohio. 
KE. S. Neuding, Southeast Ohio. | R. OC. Kumler, Dayton, Ohio. 
R. H. Bennett, Neosho. W. H. Cassell, Dayton, Ohio. 
C. L. Raymond, St. Joseph. H. C. Cridland, Dayton, Ohio. 
C. W. Turner, West Virginia. IF. A. Z. Kumler, Dayton, Ohio. 
John T. Rudsill, Pennsylvania. Fred Rike, Dayton, Ohio. 
W. E. Gillingham, Wisconsin. Eugene Schaffer, Ohio German. — 


' Tur Present. The secretary will read the Report on the Sem- 
inary. 

Secretary Keppel read the Report on Bonebrake Theological Sem- 
inary, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


We, your Committee on Theological Seminary, recommend that: 

1. A day be set apart to be known as Seminary Day, upon which 
every minister in the denomination shall preach upon some phase 
of the claims of the Christian ministry upon the young life of the 
Church. 

2. That the landscaping of our new grounds be ordered and an 
administration building and a dormitory building be erected, as 
soon as the Board of Trustees and the manager see fit. 

3. The establishment of Bible conferences through the denomina- 
tion under the direction of the Executive Committee of the Board 
of Trustees of the Seminary. 

4. That the offer of $200,000 to the Seminary, to be matched by 
an equal amount by the Church, made by a friend who is greatly in- 
terested in the work of our Church, is very much appreciated. We 
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commend his generosity, and ask that the Board of Bishops, with 
the Board of Directors of the Seminary, organize a campaign as soon 
as possible, for the purpose of meeting the conditions of this offer. 

5. That Chapter 22, Section 4, Paragraph 12, Page 162, of the 
Discipline be changed by striking out the word “may” in the first 
line, and inserting the word “shall.” The clause shall then read: 

“The faculty shall require candidates for admission to the Sem- 
inary to pass any examinations deemed necessary to determine their 
fitness; and arrange for examinations in the respective conferences 
without expense to the candidates, provided that no person shall be 
permitted to enter the regular course of study who has not had a 
high-school course or its fair equivalent.” 

J. T. Roperts. 

H. KE. Miuier. 

I. EK. Runx. 

H. M. Amprosr. 

I. .O;, BLAKE, 

C. W. Recarp. 

E. W. Curtis. 

Doctor Funk. I move its adoption. 

It was seconded and adopted. 

Dr. J. E. Four. As to this report, a matter which came to the at- 
_tention of the committee, but because of the report of the Finance 
“Committee or Commission on Christian Stewardship had not. re- 
ported, on Page 161, Item 10, I think should be changed by the elim- 

ination of the assessment for the Seminary: “The annual appor-- 
tionment to the whole number of annual conferences for the benefit 
of the Seminary shall be $10,000.” Permit me to state that under 
the Report of the Christian Stewardship Commission, each depart- 
ment is to have an apportionment made for each in accordance with 
the churches present giving and the need of the department. The 
present year the need will be, perhaps, above this figure, at least 
the figure that we have been getting, but it may be before the quad- 
rennium is over that our needs will not be so great. Therefore, I 
would like to offer as an amendment, the elimination of that first 
sentence, and say that the amount apportioned ‘by the Board of Di- 
rectors to the several annual conferences shall be in accord with 
‘the order of the work of the Finance Commission. 

Tue Preswwent. Ought that not go to the Committee on Cor- 
relation ¢ 
_ Docror Funs. That is what the committee is for. 

Tur Preswwent.. Then that item will go to the Committee on Cor- 


relation or Revision. 
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Dr. J. P. Lanpis. We would like to know exactly what is wanted. 
We do not like to misrepresent. We must not misrepresent the wish 
‘of the General Conference. 

Tue Presipent. It should go to the Committee on Revision, and 
be brought in for adoption and approval by this General Conference. 

Tue Presipent. You will now prepare your ballots for Manager 
of Bonebrake Theological Seminary. : 

Tur Preswent. We will hear the report of the tellers for the 
election of Secretary of the Educational Board. 

Secretary Keppel read: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF SECRETARY OF THE 
EDUCATIONAL BOARD, ~ 


First ballot; number of votes cast, 180; necessary to election, 91. 
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©. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tue Presiwent. Doctor Schell, who for years has been the able 
president of York College, and one of our ablest and best men, has 
been elected your General Educational Secretary. [Applause.] 

Dr. W. E. Schell spoke as follows: 


Dear Brethren: I know that you are very busy, and I shall not 
take very much of your time. You kindly invited me to an advisory 
seat, and my speaking was very limited. JI didn’t speak generally 
on the subject, but confined myself to the commission. I want to 
say this: Ungrateful would be the heart of any man that would not 
be stirred to its profoundest depths by such an expression of esteem 
and confidence and value as that which is represented by your vote. 
I thank you for it. I need not give my lineage. I assure you it is 
‘an honorable one. My great-grandfather was a Bishop in this Church 
for twenty years, and others of my direct relatives held the same 
office., I am not as good and as great and as wise a man as I ought 
to be in view of my heritage, but.I say to you that I love my Lord, 
that dear One whose brow was pierced and crowned with thorns for 
me, and I want every word and every influence of my life to be con- 
stantly at work to weave, if possible, some little laurel to deck his 
brow. I ask your prayers. The field is not new to me to which you 
called me, but this office is new and the special duties will be, perhaps, 
somewhat new. I have no special precedents to follow or to guide 
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me, but you will presently elect a wise board who will counsel and 
help me in the work. May God’s blessing be upon us all in all 
these great departments. [Applause.] 

Tue Presipent. When Doctor Schell said’ that his great-grand- 
father was an honored Bishop in this Church, I thought of a verse 
from Campbell which says: 

’T is the sunset of life gives us mystical lore, 
And coming events cast their shadows before. 

Tue Preswent. The next is the election of the Publishing House 

Board. 
Rey. L. L. Eptzy. I notice in the rules that they were to nom- 
inate three times as many. Does that mean three times as many 
from each order? According to that we would vote for three min- 
isters and six laymen, because there are nine nominations of min- 
isters and laymen. 

Dootor Funxuouser. This ticket is to be voted upon, Mr. Chair- 
man, and as I understand, the members are permitted to vote for any 
nine they please. 

Me. E. L. Suuszy. I do not so understand the action of the Gen- 
eral Conference a few days ago. We would like to have a decision 
on that question. 

Tur Present. The tellers are ready to report for the election of 
Manager of the Seminary. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF MANAGER OF BONEBRAKE 


SEMINARY. 
First ballot; number of vates cast, 187; necessary to election, 94. 
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C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tue Presient. Dr. J. E. Fout is re-elected. 

Dr. J. G. Huser, of Miami Conferenge. Since there is a desire 
upon the part of many members of this Conference to have a distinct 
understanding in the election of these boards, I would like to move 
that there be four ministers and five laymen chosen. 

Seconded. 

Tur Presipent. You have heard this motion. Those who will 
adopt, will show the hand. Opposed, like sign. It is adopted, and 


you will follow that order. 
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Doctor Funk. May I make a statement with reference to the. 
Publishing House Board? The charter requires five of the nine 
to be from the State of Ohio. It also is understood that from these 
that you elect, there will be a local committee of three selected from, 
Dayton and vicinity. That has been the rule ever since the House 
was started. 

Tue Preswent. Is that sufficiently clear to enable you to vote in- 
telligently? If so, continue your voting as rapidly as possible. 

Tue Presipent. The tellers will gather up the ballots and will 
retire to make the count for Publishing House Trustees. 

Docror Funk. I notice that the name of Hon. Matt. Edmonds 
was left off the Publishing House ticket. JI do not know whether 
that was intentional to leave his name off. 

Docror A. P. Funknousrr. I can explain. His name was on 
and the report was brought to me that it would be a burden to him 
to serve again. His name was entered and it was ready to go to the 
printer, when, at the last meeting of the committee that was the sug- 
gestion made. 

Tue Presipent. The tickets are ready for the Board of Trustees 
of the Seminary. You will distribute them. 

Doctor Funk. A question of privilege. I see on the ballot for 
the Seminary Board the name of a General Church Officer. I was 
told that there was a rule adopted that no general officer would be 
nominated. Is that correct? 

2 A Voice. Yes. 

Dr. J. E. Four. It is stated to me that one of the last requests 
of Hon. John M. Bonebrake, was that we should keep one of the name 
on the board, and we elected last year at large, Hon. P. O. Bonebrake, 
who, because of his age, was unable to attend a single session of 
the board. 

Tue Present. The tellers will gather up the ballots. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS FOR DIRECTORS OF BONEBRAKE 
SEMINARY. 
Nine to be elected. Five must be from Ohio. 
(Place an X in front of the name of your choice.) 
(Vote for 9.) 


Ministers. 
W. M. Jones, Northwest Kansas. ©. R. Fralick, Neosho. 
P. O. Bonebrake, Oregon. FE. A. Wright, Northern Tlinois. 
John W. Owen, Pennsylvania. H. KE. Miller, East Pennsylvania. 
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I. E. Runk, East Pennsylvania. A. S. Hammack, Virginia. 
J. W. Lilly, Sandusky. H. E. Sechrist, Miami. 
J. S. Fulton, Allegheny. J. KE. Grimes, St. Joseph. 
D. L. Kauffman, Pennsylvania. 
Laymen. 
C. J. Hall, Miami. J. L. Senseny, Miami. 
S. W. Lott, Sandusky. John W. Ruth, Allegheny. 
C. F. Houck, East: Ohio. ©. S. Orford, St. Joseph. 
John Hulitt, Southeast Ohio. Alexander Anderson, N. Illinois. 
A. E. Roose, Allegheny. Jno. BE. Lehman, EK. Pennsylvania. 
A. H. Laughbaum, Sandusky. L. M. Mittendorf, Miami. 


‘Aaron Kreider, E. Pennsylvania. E. A. Ward, West: Virginia. 


Pror. H. M. Amproszt. I would like to inquire: There are nine 
to be elected. We have not decided whether we will vote for five 
laymen and four ministers, or five ministers and four laymen. 

Dr. A: P. Funxuouser. It is the thought in every instance to give 
the laymen the benefit of the doubt. 

Tue Presipent. Bishop Kephart will make a statement in regard 
to thé Report on Church Government. 

Bisuop Kepuart. As you will notice, there is quite a lengthy re- 
port on Church Government. It does not comprehend so many 
changes as it seems. As to the Discipline, I would like to say a 
word or two about it. The first I would care to say is, that the com- 
mittee considered the report throughout carefully, and it has their 
entire endorsement, so far as I know. There are considerable changes 
-in it that will attract considerable attention, and it is the request 
for the General Conference to decide as to whether they should be 
acted upon—the report provides for each local congregation board ‘of 
elders and boards of finance and a board of trustees, a leader for 
each congregation, where there is church property—all of these boards 
are to be elected by the congregation at large at a congregational 
meeting. They, therefore, represent in each of these boards the en- 
tire congregation and not a section of it, but the entire congregation. 
The other point is that these boards—these three boards: leaders, 
finance, and trustees—three or more on each of them, shall constitute 
the official board and the quarterly conference, with the heads of de- 
partments and preachers as members advisory. 

The purpose of that is to put the government of the Church under 
the control of persons who are chosen for that specific purpose, the 
board of leaders being also the pastor’s cabinet, and their duties -are 
specifically prescribed in other relations much more fully than in- 
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the present Discipline; the Board of Finance having the direction 
of the local finances of the Church and also some instructional work. 
The trustees having charge of the property. So these three boards, 
with the pastor, constitute the official board, and with the presiding 
elder constitute the quarterly conference. This was done for two 
reasons: first, believing that the direction of the local church should 
be in the hands of persons especially chosen for that purpose, and 
second, because the subordinate departments are multiplying go 
greatly and continually that as we associate together to create an 
official board, it was very unwieldly. I make this statement so you 
will know the general trend on which the general plan is made. 

Rey. G. E. Bertou. May I ask Bishop Kephart a question? When 
it says so many class leaders—in our local churches we have a class 
of six or seven members—if that was separated or you answered it 
had to be so many class leaders and so on; that is for a matter of 
information. 

Bisuop Kepuart. I can only say that we took these under con- 
sideration. 

Dr. I. A. Hotsrook. For personal information, may I ask Doctor 
Kephart a question? I want to know whether by making all of these 
officials that we have hitherto had in the quarterly conference ad- 
visory members, whether we are to understand by that, these people 
are to make reports to the quarterly conference? If they would tell 
us what they mean by that, we would know whether we are in ac- 
cord with it. I want to know whether these parties that cease to be 
official members and are called on for reports—whether they are re- 
quired to make reports? 

Bishop Kepuart. All departments are required to make reports. 
Tue PresipENt. You will distribute the ballots for Church Trus- 
tees. . 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS FOR CHURCH TRUSTEES. 
Twelve to be elected. Seven from Ohio. 
(Place an X in front of name of your choice.) 
(Vote for 12.) 


Ministers. 
J. H. Snyder, N. Kansas. J. I. L. Resler, Allegheny. 
H. I. Kohler, Colorado. C. W. Orford, White River. 
L. D. Neher, Missouri. W. M. Tieje, Louisiana. 
E. J. Reed, Minnesota. J. L. Brandenburg, Indiana. 
D. W. Cunningham, W. Virginia. J. W. Kilborn, Miami. 
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J. Simons, St. Joseph. George Geiger, Southeast Ohio. 
W. F. Duncan, Lower Wabash. A. Orr, Southeast Ohio. 
T. W. Burgess, Allegheny. H. A. Thompson, Miami. 
W. G. Clippinger, Miami. G. W. Emerson, Wisconsin. 
S. W. Paul, Tennessee. 
Laymen. 
E. EK. Richards, St. Joseph. D. H. Stoner, East Ohio. 
E. E. Houseman, Pennsylvania. W. A. Belsing, Sandusky. 
C. M. Simons, Georgia. Ed. Boyer, East Ohio. 
John .T. Hott, Virginia. C. Thompson, Southeast Ohio. 
H. J. Roop, Pennsylvania: J. L. Samples, Neosho. 
John A. Shauck, Miami. L. A. Rider, Lower Wabash. 
J. OC. Myers, Miami. J. W. Martin, Southeast Ohio. 
K. J. Rogers, Miami. S. Wertz, White River. 


Doctor Funk. May I ask a question? You have taken ballots 
on boards. Was there any action taken as to whether there should 
be a majority or a plurality vote? 

A Voice. Plurality. 

Mr. B. Lee, of Kentucky Conference, was excused by general 
consent. 

Tue Preswwent. The last ballot has been cast for Church Trus- 
tees, and you will be in order for the consideration of this subject of 
church union. 

Dr. A. P. FUNKHOUSER. ae the Conference charged the Bishops 
with bringing in a report governing the procedure in this matter 
and making recommendations. I move that the church union mat- 
ter now before the Conference, be laid upon the table until we re- 
~ ceive the Bishops’ report. 


Seconded. 
Tuer Presipent. This subject of church union is before you. There 


was a motion to adopt the paper presented by Doctor Fries. 

Mr. A. H. Lavcusaum. There is a motion before the house that 
the matter be laid on the table until we receive a- report from the 
Bishops. * 

Dr. A. P. Funxnousrer. I made a motion and amendment to- 
gether, that, inasmuch as the Conference charged the Bishops to 
bring in a report so the Conference could vote intelligently, I moved 
that the matters before us be laid on the table. 

The motion was adopted. 

Bisuop Breuu. If the chair please, the Board of Bishops unite in 
presenting the following report: 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF BISHOPS ON CHURCH UNION. 


1. We recommend that this General Conference approve the 
Syllabus of Union, subject to amendment as it provides, and commit 
itself unreservedly to the proposed policy of union with the Meth- 
odist Protestant Church. 

29. That the Bishops be authorized to submit the syllabus and 
plan of union to our annual conferences for consideration and ap- 
proval. 

3. That upon an affirmative vote of three-fourths of our annual 
conferences, the Board of Bishops shall submit the question to vote 
of our membership. ; | 

4. That upon an affirmative vote of three-fourths of our member- 
ship voting, the Bishops be authorized to convene the General Con- | 
ference for final approval and ratification. 

5. That we immediately federate in all possible activities and- 
occasions with the Methodist Protestant Church. 

6. That we authorize our Commission on Church Union to carry 
forward a campaign of information to the end that all our people 
may act intelligently and in the fear of God on the proposition 
of union. : 

7. That our editors be authorized to set forward the outstanding 
reasons for the union of a divided and distracted Protestantism. 

G. M. MarueEws. 
W. M. WerKLEY. 
T. C. Carter. 
Here hour: 

Wm. M. Bet. 

A. T. Howarp. 
Cyrus J. KepHart. 


The report was received with applause. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. Mr. Chairman, I move you the adoption of this 
report as a whole. 

The report was adopted. 

Bishop Bell was asked to speak, and responded as follows: 


Mr. Chairman and Brothers, I am not averse to speaking to this 
question, and yet it seems to me that your action has been so gen- 
uine and with such fine enthusiasm and unanimity, and it clears 
the way so definitely for a progressive attitude on this question, 
that there need not a word be said now, but we shall all -go from this 
General Conference, setting our faces to the task of doing this thing 
in the righteous way, and we can and we will. That is all there is 
to it. We shall go forward in the name of God, feeling that we have 
attuned our steps to Divine Providence, that we have taken a right 
viewpoint and have expressed ourselves in an attitude consistent 
with our history and traditions, and I only remind you in passing 
that this whole matter is in such splendid harmony with what is go- 
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ing on about it. In Atlanta, Georgia, to-day, the great Presby- 
terian Chureh, North and South, are in joint assemblies, and the 


remnant of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, that dissented 
' from recent union, is there, and they have had a great communion 


E service together and they are taking up this question, and it is 


an a eT 





here to stay, and we have only faced ourselves to the future instead 
of turning our faces to the past, and I will take it that is also your 
course. Now, only this; you ordered that we should take an offering 
for the Otterbein monument in Baltimore. Let us do that right 
away—that is a good way to celebrate. 

Tue Presipent. Will you wait a moment until I present a mat- 
ter that is in my charge, that will help the Otterbein monument? 
Some months ago it was reported to Doctor Hammack that Rev. Mr. 
Stonesifer, who for ten years was pastor of the St. Benjamin Re- 
formed Church in Maryland, had the old chalice or communion cup 
which was bought by Mr. Slotter when Mr. Otterbein reached this 
country in 1752, and was used by this old St. Benjamin Church by 
Bishop Otterbein during the period of his pastorate in Baltimore, 
when he had also this country church, St. Benjamin’s. There are, in 


‘the archives of that church, many records of meetings of brethren 


associated with Mr. Otterbein, and they were called united min- 
isters. That was before we had a United Brethren Church, and 
there are many records concerning that, and for one hundred and 


fifty-one years this old communion cup has been used by this old 


St. Benjamin’s Church. Rey. Mr. Stonesifer’s mother was a sweet 


‘United Brethren woman. Many United Brethren preachers were 


entertained in her home. Mr. Stonesifer greatly loved them, but 
his father was a Reformed minister, and he went with his father’s 
chureh, but when Doctor Hammack and myself visited him, as the 


tears stood in his eyes, he said, “I am unwilling that any other 
body on earth should have that old communion cup except the peo- 


ple of the United Brethren in Christ,” and Doctor Hammack has 
secured it. It will be kept in the old mother, Virginia Conference, 
but will be in this anniversary hundredth year of the death of 
Bishop Otterbein, loaned to any congregations that may wish to use 
it in connection with this memorial year of the death of our great 
founder. I thought this a proper time before you take the offering 
or subscription for that monument to have this cup before you, and 
any who wish to see that old relic of the good old days of the past, 
have permission to do so while you are here. [Applause.] 
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Bisuor Ber. I believe we have all agreed to-day by this vote 
on church union to take counsel, not of our fears, but of our courage 
and of our highest and most sublime faith, and there is a vast dif- 
ference. I feared yesterday that a lot of us were taking counsel of 
our fears, and let us not do that. Now, with regard to making up 
this fund, Brother Fischer will make a statement. 

Dr. H. J. Fischer, pastor of the Otterbein Ghureh, spoke as fol- 

¢ 


lows: 

I hope, brethren, it will not be taken as a presumption for me to 
speak to you here, but being in the position of pastor of that congre- 
gation, I have felt that if it involves upon any one to bring the mat- 
ter to the attention of the Church, it would be upon the pastor. 
I have, for many years, long before I ever dreamed of becoming a 
pastor of that congregation, felt that our Chureh ought to erect a 
new monument in memory, in honor of our founder, and so I hope 
it will not be misunderstood that there is anything personal in this 
matter with regard to me. I should feel the same way if I were 
ten’ thousand miles away from the place where Otterbein les buried. 
I felt this same way when I lived seven hundred miles away from 
there. Now, Mr. Bishop, this being the anniversary year, the one 
hundredth anniversary of his death, I feel that this is the proper 
time to bring the matter to the attention of the Church, and I wish 
to have the privilege at this time to pledge one hundred dollars as 
the gift of the congregation towards that monument, and so that 
you may be assured that that amount will be given, because I have 
it not in cash, for the simple reason that we did not know whether 
the General Conference would direct that a monument should be 
erected, but that you may be assured that the amount will posi- 
tively be given, I would like to have the privilege of giving my 
personal note to the General Treasurer of our Church for one hun- 
dred dollars, payable by the first day of August. [Voices, Good, 
good. Applause. ] 

Docror Funk. May I raise a question? How much are you in- 


tending to raise? 

Bisnop Bett. Twelve hundred dollars is the sum asked for by 
the committee, and that action was endorsed by the General Con- 
ference. 

Bisuop Beit. It is agreed to give by conferences. 

Secretary Keppet. May we say a word in behalf of the Cali- 
fornia Conference. I would like to say, that the body of Ex-Bishop 
Shuck lies in a grave in California, and our conference is preparing 
to build a monument to him, 

Dr. W. H. Wasuincer. - One hundred dollars for Pennsylvania 


Conference. [ Applause. ] 
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Me. Evcenr Scuarrer. One hundred dollars for the Ohio German. 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz. Miami Conference, $100. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. Sandusky, $100. 

Mr. L. O. Minter. May we raise this question: You are pledging 
your conferences, but is anybody pledged to see that that money is 
collected and paid by this time? 

-Bisnop Bery. The chairman of the delegation is responsible. 

Dr. J. H. Parrerson. East Ohio, $100., 

Bisnop Bett. Give us your conception of this matter. Some con- 
ferences will not give one hundred; these can give a less sum—cut 
it in half, if that is too much for you. 

' Bisuor Maruews. I suggest that the general officers who are not 
members of any conference delegation, and Bishops will give $100. 

‘Dr. D. D. Lowery. Mr. President, I am not quite clear as to the 
action taken this afternoon on the church union question, and I 
eannot, therefore, pledge the East Pennsylvania Conference to a 
buried cause. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. Erie Conference, $50. 

Rey. Joun E. Parron. Chickamauga, $10. 

Dr. J. S. Futton. Allegheny, $125. 

Rev. ®. A. Hirr. Southeast Ohio, $50. 

Rey. A. S. Hammack. Virginia, $50. 

Mr. S. C. Catpwetu. East Nebraska Conference, $25. 

Rev. J. B. Connetr. Lower Wabash, $50. 

Rev. L. L. Ertey. West Nebraska, $50. 
~ Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. Oregon Conference, $25. 

Rey. W. L. Cuitpress. Louisiana Conference, $25. 

Rey. J. i. Grimes. St. Joseph, $50. 

Rev. J. M. Knicut. East Tennessee, $25. 

Rev. HW. Drat. Minnesota will give $10. 

Rey. I. W. Bearss. I am here alone, but I will give $10, 

Rey. EK. R. Basper. North Kansas, $25. 

Dr. J. T. Roserrs. White River, $50. 

Dr. J. R. Kine. The foreign delegation, $10. 

Rev. V. W. Overton. Northern Illinois, $25. 

Rev. L. D. Newer. Missouri, $25. 

Rev. W. E. Syyper. Indiana, $25. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. Oklahoma, $10. 

Bisuor Bett. We will close the subscriptions. We thank you 


very much. 
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The secretary announced the result as $1,450, and that the time 
for subscriptions to be paid was August 1, according to the call of 
the Committee on Memoirs. 

Dr. J. W. Linny. TI understand that the grave of Bishop Weaver 
lies comparatively unmarked, and possibly next to the founder of the 
Church, he has left his impress upon this denomination, and if there 
is a surplus, I move that it be held in reserve for a fund to be raised 
to mark his grave. 

Seconded. 

Dr. C. W. Kurrz. That matter came up in Miami Conference two 
years ago. Doctor Shuey, Doctor Berger, and myself were appointed 
as a committee to look after this matter. We conferred with Mrs. 
Weaver and the family, and they requested that we take no action 
with reference to the matter, and that has been provided for by the 
family. I don’t think it is necessary for us to pass this at all. 

Dr. C. M. Brooxr. I would like to hear from some one on Bishop 
Boehm. Does this provide for his monument also 4 

Tur Present. The chair would state the reason that this sum 
was placed at $1,200 instead of $800 is to erect a monument also to 
his name, when the total amount is paid in. 

Tur Presipent. This money is to be paid the first of August or 
at your fall conferences. 

Mr. L. O. Minter. Will you allow me a statement? It is in con- 
nection with the fund which you have just raised. A good brother 
from Miami told you awhile ago of what was the request of Mrs. 
Weaver, that nothing be done touching that grave. I want to tell 
this Conference, with all due deference to Mrs. Weaver and that 
family and respecting what might be her wish, that you can do just 
exactly what has been asked here, and I do not believe that you will 
offend. I say this with deference to them, and yet with regard to 
the sacred memories of the man who served this Church as nobly 
as he did, that in all probability unless you do something of this 
sort, that grave will be unmarked because of the fact that that 
estate has been wiped out, there is nothing in that estate with which 
to erect a suitable marker over the grave, and you will not offend 
Mrs. Weaver and the family. I know them well. I love them. At 
the same time I believe you can use this surplus of this fund, what- 
ever it may be, to that good purpose and you will not offend them. 

Dr. J. G. Huser. I should like to renew the motion or make the 
same motion made a little while ago, knowing the facts as some of 
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us do, and the statement of Brother Miller, that the surplus go to- 
ward a fund to erect a suitable monument for Bishop Weaver. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I would like to move an amendment, or a sub- 
stitute, that the marking of the grave of Bishop Weaver be referred 
to this committee, or this commission, for their consideration, and 
the use of a part of the funds for the marking of the grave of 
Bishop Weaver, if there is any surplus left. 

The amendment was adopted, and the motion, as amended, was 
adopted. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver. As I understand, the Presbyterian churches, 
at least two, if not three, bodies are assembled in joint session in 
the South, and I want to offer a resolution instructing our Com- 
mittee on Correspondence to send greetings to this joint session, ex- 
pressing our hope and prayer that they may continue these fraternal 
relations until ultimate organic union is effected. 

Dr. C. M. Brooxe. I would like to second it, provided you include 
the fact that we are working in the same business. 

It was so referred. ; 

Tur Presipent. We will have the result of the ballot for Publish- 
ing House Trustees. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF PUBLISHING HOUSE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


First ballot; number of votes cast, 193. 


Abe Wo Drumyise i. ses .188 C. L. Raymond . Fee ea de 
Ne eee mich Ousen <, << cusheve aa NOWeE aOR Weal Unnet=stvan arin sce alo 
Hit Senett <3... een nese c 04. J. T: Rudsill . Se ee EO 
(eteNGs Cainp sess ca tess olde) We Es. Cilvahain Sree ee siogee: i) 
eet | cCeee hg a ll OD Le We cbarrett.: saa. sawtnete dS 
aes BS Ric oft aisiehioc sees ccc cape ins: 92> E. een Uleg tai eke: 11 
Mee eS rain re ws oo pica BOS. Genrre —GOres i." gid acs Us arn eae 
Ree Ars LN LEI sevens std Nawetao sens: OFS ee Ose Orns cc ntetes winter OF: 
Georse- Miller 22.2812 ..> 5.00 WH. Cassel )...5-2 055... 49 
IOP sR Sy rank a eleseeae es erste Sse AN Ha CuOridland: ses case een Oe 
eee IClStGee. < sckeeetes piace fA Ne KRomilers re. chee aso 
een Copan a, sal OO Hao EE. Tey 2 isa sn 4 ee no rie De 
Pra Ge N Gldioss cL) sae Doce eugene echgefer ss. rs 2! De 
et SOnMC tb, seta wteececi tere OO 


C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Docror Frizs. Would it be out of order to have the secretary 
read the names of those elected now ? 
Tur Preswwent. The secretary will read the result. 
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Secretary Keppel announced the election of Revs. A. W. Drury, 
A. P. Funkhouser, P. M. Camp, J. S. Lyter, and Messrs. J. M. Co- 
gan, R. H. Bennett, R. C. Kumler, F. A. Z. Kumler, and F. H. Rike. 
Nine. : 

Tut Presipenr. The requisite number has been secured, and the 
board has, therefore, been elected. 

Dr. M. O. McLavenuw. I move that the Committee on Corres- 
pondence wire this message to the Presbyterian bodies. 

This was agreed to by common consent. 

Bisuor Kepnarr. I moye that the secretary be authorized to 
confirm and give official information to the ‘authorities of the 
Methodist Protestant Church of the action this afternoon on chureh 
union. 

Docror Funk. I would like to suggest that the Bishop include in 
his motion, by wire. - 

Bishop Kepuartr. The information by wire and also by sending 
a letter—the full official action. 

This was adopted. 

Dr. H. J. Fiscuer. A question of personal privilege. Since you 
have included Bishop Weaver’s monument in this, I would like to 
request that some person from Miami Conference or in that section, 
be added to the commission that was appointed to look after the 
erection of these monuments. 

THe Presipent. The commission will consist of Bishop W. M. 
Weekley, H. J. Fischer, Aug. W. Scheidt, Eugene Sehaefer, I. H. 
Albright, C. L. Grabill. 

Doctor Funk. I would like to nominate the presiding elder of 
Miami Conference, Dr. C. W. Kurtz, to be added to this commission. 

Seconded and elected. 

Tue Preswenr. We will not take up the matter of electing the 
Board of Foreign Missions. 

Dr. J. S. Kenpatn. I rise to a point of order. Must the ballot 
have a majority vote? 

Tue Presipent. A plurality vote elects. 

Tue Presipent. We will now have the ballots distributed for 
the Board of Control of the Sunday School, Brotherhood, and 
Young People’s Society. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 
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REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF CHURCH TRUSTEES. 


First ballot; number of votes cast, 195. 


Ministers. Laymen. 
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CG. W. Recarp, Chairman. 
Elected: Minister—Clippinger, Ressler, Kilbourn, Geiger, Orr, 
Thompson. Laymen—Hott, Roop, Shauck,* Myers, Rogers, Stoner. 
Tur Presipenr. These are your Church Trustees for the next 


quadrennium. 
Doctor Funk. It has been suggested by the laymen that the re- 


port made by the Board of Bishops on church union should be put 


in printed form and distributed here, and if it is agreed, we will do 
that. 
This was agreed to by common consent. 
Secretary Keppel then read part of the report of the Committee 
on Government of the Church. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 
We, your Committee on Government of the Church, respectfully 


submit the following report: 
Substitute for Chapter V., Sections L., Tie Ecol Vig Nas VL3cand 


. VIL, the following: 


CHAPTER V. 
Government of the Church. 
Srcrion I. 
A church of the United Brethren in Christ may be organized at 
any place where adequate religious facilities are not already pro- 
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vided, by our own or other Protestant evangelical denominations, by 
any minister or missionary of our Church, who shall enroll the names 
of five or more resident persons who express a desire to effect such 
organization, giving to each the right hand of fellowship and causiug 
them to elect officers (as follows) : 


SECTION II. 
Board of Leaders. 


fach church shall elect from its own number a Board of Leaders 
of three or more persons, who shall be the Pastor’s Cabinet, and whe, 
under the direction of the pastor, shall have oversight of the spiritual 
and social interests of the Church and of the religious services and 
general activities. 


Duties. 


1. This Board shall choose one of its number as congregational 
leader, who, in the absence of the pastor, shall be the chairman of 
the board. 

2. It shall be their duty to live spiritual lives and to set godly 
examples before all, to carefully study the Bible and qualify them- 
selves for the faithful performance of their duties as leaders and 
counselors of the pastor and church. 

3. They shall hold class- or prayer-meetings as often as practical; 
speak to the members concerning their spiritual welfare, exhorting 
them to unity and love, visiting the sick and needy, and urging the 
delinquent to be faithful;’to secure regular attendance of the mem- 
bership and Sunday school upon the preaching and other services, 
and enlist every member of the church in’ some definite phase of 
Christian service. They shall assist the pastor in promoting the 
circulation of our denominational literature, and may aid him in 
administering the sacraments. 

4. They may divide the membership into districts or classes and 
may act as, or appoint, district or class leaders, the congregational 
leader being the general class leader. 

5. One of these leaders may be appointed by the pastor or elected 
by the Board of Leaders as church clerk, to be the pastor’s clerical 
assistant and to work under his direction. 

6. The Board of Leaders shall look after the wants of the help- 
less poor or needy according to Section 2, Paragraph 14, Page 25. 

7. They shall provide the elements for the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, always securing unfermented wine. 


SECTION IIL. 
A Board of Finance. 

Each church shall elect from its-own number, a Board of Finance 
of three or more persons, whose duty it shall be to provide the entire 
membership instruction in Christian stewardship, and in the vari- 
ous phases of denominational activity. They shall inaugurate and 
execute measures and means for providing funds needed for current 
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church expenses, conference apportionments, benevolences, and re- 
lief. They shall choose one of their number as chairman, who shall 
also be the general steward, and one as _ secretary- treasurer, or a 
different person for each position. They may appoint district or 
presiding elder steward as needed. Funds provided by this board 
shall be disbursed upon order of the official board hereinafter pro- 
vided. They shall submit to the official board for approval, at least 
one month before the sitting of the annual conference, an estimate 
of the budget for the ensuing year, subject to such changes as may 
be made necessary by act of the annual conference. They shall con- 
tinue in office during the conference year or the fiscal year of the 


~ church. 


SECTION IV. 
A Board of Trustees. 


Each church owning real estate, or leasing or proposing to erect 
a house of worship or parsonage, shall elect a Board of Trustees of 
three or more members, a majority of whom shall be members of the 
Church, who shall have charge in trust of all real estate belonging 
to or leased by the church, and shall provide funds for erecting or 
repairing buildings. They shall elect a chairman, a secretary, and 
a treasurer. Funds in the hands of their treasurer shall be paid 


“out upon order of the board. Their term of office shall be fixed by 


the church which they serve, unless otherwise provided by charter or 
statute. 

SECTION V. 

Official Boards. 

The pastor, the board of leaders, of finance, and of trustees shall 
be the official board of each local church. Recognized preachers and 
heads of departments shall be advisory members. On circuits, the 
official board of each church shall have power to transact its busi- 
ness the same as official boards of stations. The pastor shall be 
president of the board, and in his absence the congregational leader 
shall be president pro tem. The official board shall meet monthly on 
stations and on circuits at the call of the pastor; its sessions shall 
open and close with devotional exercises. The board shall elect a 
secretary, who shall keep a record of attendance and proceedings. It 
shall be furnished reports from the various organizations of the 
ehurch, and is authorized to consult, advise, or act relative to any 
interest of the church or any of its organizations. On stations it 
shall make contracts in the name of the ciel and shall issue orders 
on the Board of Finance for the payment of ‘funds. It shall grant 
letters from the church, and shall revise the church record not later 
than one month before the sitting of the annual conference, such 
revision relating only to the correcting of errors, with a view to see- 
ing that the record of membership is correctly kept. The proposed 
organizations shall submit plans of organization to the official board 
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for approval before proceeding to effect such organization. Five 
members shall constitute a quorum. The records of official boards 
shall be submitted to the quarterly conference for approval. 


SECTION VI. 
Quarterly Conference 
MEMBERS. 


1. The members of the quarterly conference shall be the presiding 
elder of the district, the preacher in charge, the board or boards of 
leaders, of finance, and of trustees. Recognized preachers and heads 
of departments of the church shall be advisory members. Such 
members as are present at any regular meeting shall constitute a 
quorum. The quarterly conference shall be amenable to the annual 
conference for its official acts. 


Duties and Powers 
_ 2. In the absence of the Presiding elder, the quarterly conference 
shall elect a chairman pro tem., whose official act shall be valid. 

8. It shall elect a secretary, whose duty it shall be to keep a cor- 
rect record of all its proceedings in a book provided for that purpose, 
in which the names of all the members composing the said conference 
shall be entered. : 

4. Jt shall make inquiry into the moral deportment and official 
character of all its members. 


Disbanding Classes. 

5. When a quarterly conference deems it impracticable to main- 
tain the organization of a church in any place, whatever members 
remain shall be by the pastor transferred to such class as may be 
desired by the member or members to be so transferred. 

6. It shall hear reports of the various boards and make settlements 
with the pastor. 


Appeals and Trials. 
7. It shall receive and try all appeals, references, and complaints 
that may come regularly before it; but no member of quarterly con- 


ference can be suspended or expelled from the church prior to a 
committee trial. 


: Licensing Preachers. 
8. It shall have power to grant license to preach according to the 
provisions of Chapter VI., “Ministry of the Church.” 


Renewing Licenses. 


9. It shall renew the license of lay preachers and quarterly con- 
ference preachers annually, if they are found worthy, and may ar- 


ae a plan for the local preachers to preach regularly at stated 
places. 
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Recommending to the Annual Conference. 


10. The quarterly conference may recommend to the annual con- 
ference licentiates of one or more year’s standing, who have com- 
pleted the course of reading required. 


Auditing Committee. 


11. The official board or the quarterly conference, at the close 
of the conference year, shall elect an Auditing Committee, to audit 
the accounts of the boards of finance and trustees, and report the 
same to-the, body that elected the committee. 


Lay Delegate. 


12. The quarterly conference, at the third or fourth session of 
the conference year, shall elect by ballot a lay delegate and an 
alternate to the ensuing session of the annual conference. 


Appeals. 


13. Any preacher dissatisfied with the decision of a quarterly 
conference, shall within thirty days after the quarterly conference, 
notify the secretary, in writing, of his intention to appeal, together 
with his reasons for so doing; and it shall be the duty of the secre- 
tary to take or send a certified copy of the proceedings, the noti- 
fication, and reasons assigned, to the annual conference. 

Tn all cases of appeal, whether to the quarterly or annual confer- 
ence, or to the court of appeals, the course laid down in the chapter 
on “Appeals” is the proper course to be pursued. 


™ 


SECTION VII. 
Congregational Meetings. 


Each church shall hold at least two congregational meetings dur- 
ing each conference year. The pastor or the congregational leader 
shall preside at such meetings. At these meetings summarized re- 
ports shall be presented by each of the three boards of the church 
for discussion and consideration. The official board may submit 
plans for future work for consideration and approval. At a congre- 
gational meeting at least thirty days before the sitting of the an- 
“nual conference the official board shall submit an estimate of expenses 
for the ensuing conference year for approval, subject to such changes 


- as may be made necessary by action of the annual conference. At 


this meeting shall be elected the board of leaders and the board of 
finance for the ensuing year, and also members as needed on the 
board of trustees except where charter or statute requires the election 
to be otherwise. 


SECTION VIIL, PAGE 39. 


In Item 1, Paragraph 2, sixth line, add after the word “preachers,” 
the following, “or to fix their relation to conference.” 
The item will then read: 
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Members. 


1. The annual conference shall consist of all elders and licentiate 
preachers, who have been duly received, and one layman from each 
charge in the conference, who shall be elected by ballot, at the third 
or last session of the quarterly conference in the year, a majority of 
all the votes cast being necessary to a choice, and an alternate shall 
be elected at the same time and in like manner. 

The delegate thus chosen shall not be one holding an annual con- 
ference license as a minister, nor one recommended to the annual 
conference for license to preach, and such delegate shall have all the 
rights and privileges of ministers in the annual conference, except 
the right to vote upon the reception or expulsion of preachers, or to 
fix their relation to conference and the passing of preachers 
in the course of reading. Members of conference boards shall also 
be granted advisory seats. The conference treasurer also, when not 
a minister or a lay delegate, shall be given an advisory seat. 

In Item 3, first line, add after the word “ballot,” the words “or 
otherwise.” ' 

The item will then read: 

Secretaries. 

3. The conference shall elect by ballot or otherwise one or more 
secretaries, as the case may require, who, in addition to discharging 
the regular duties of secretary, shall, immediately on the adjourn- 
ment of the annual conference, transmit to the Publishing Agent, at 
Dayton, Ohio, a true transcript to the footings of the conference 
chart. 

For Item 5, Page 40, substitute the following: 

“Each preacher shall report in person or by letter, and his name 
shall pass when conference moneys held by, him have been paid to 
the conference treasurer and duly receipted for.” 

For Item Nine, Page 40, substitute the foltowing: : 

“The annual conference treasurer shall forward to the General 
Church Treasurer, through the secretary or head of the various de- 
partments, all moneys collected for all general benevolence, making 
checks or drafts payable to the General Church Treasurer. In no 
case shall the funds be diverted to conference interests.” 


Institute Work. 


Presiding elders and bishops shall, wherever practicable, plan the - 
programs and conduct the business of annual conferences so as to 
give one or more hours of each day to Bible institute work. 


Bisnop Kepnart. The remainder of the report relates to matters 
relative to the General Conference, and I would suggest it be left 
until this first part is considered. 

Dr. J. T. Foster. I move that we adopt it, item by item. 

Seconded and adopted. 


Dl Bn 
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Secretary Keppel read the first item. 

Tue Present. You have heard this item. What will you do 
with it? The chair would like to raise the question as to who shall 
determine when a community is adequately provided for by religious 
services in other churches. 

Dr. A. P. Funxnouser. You had better let the other churches 


‘decide it, I suppose. 


Bisuop Kepnarr. It is supposed the pastor and presiding elder 
would be the proper parties to settle questions of that character. It 
is not a rule that is to be determined and carried out by law, but is 
practically a suggestive idea that we do not push into places where 
adequate services are provided. 

Rey. J..A. Buickenstarr, of Michigan Conference. In Michigan, 
we are not permitted, without permission, to go into the cities or 
localities where it is already churched. We have a church feder- 
ation. The State of Michigan is districted, and if we want to go 
in, we must have the consent of the local committee. 

On motion of Dr. J. T. Foster, the item was approved. 

Secretary Keppel read Section II., Board of Leaders. 

Dr. I. A. Horsroox. You have provided for an organization of a 
church of five members; provided to elect three class leaders in that 
church of five members; provided to elect two financial secretaries 
in that church of five members; provided to elect a board of trus- 
tees. Now, if you stop with one office apiece, who is going to act 
as trustee? I should like to move to amend for the board of leaders 
of five members, that each church shall elect from its own number 
one or more persons who shall be the pastor’s cabinet and class lead- 
ers, and who, under the direction of the pastor, shall have oversight 
of the spiritual and social interests of the church and of the reli- 
gious services and general activities. 

Seconded. 

Dr. J. T. Foster. I move a substitute, of Section IL as it 
appears in the Discipline on Page 28, for Section II. as it appears 
here. 

Seconded by Rev. H. E. Miller. 

Dr. J. T. Foster. We are dealing with some very vital questions 
in this General Conference that touch every phase of our Church 
life, and now if we keep on bringing about these vital changes, when 
we go back home we are going to hear something. It is going to 
mean an absolute reconstruction and reorganization from start to 
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finish, and I appeal this afternoon in favor of the country churches. 
These ideal conditions may do on stations where you have your city 
churches and have them well organized, but I say that the masses of 
our church members belong to the rural districts to-day, and it will 
completely disorganize from start to finish the loss of our country 
churches. As a presiding elder, I know this one thing: that when- 
ever you fail to recognize the superintendents of our Sunday schools 
and the presidents of our Ladies’ Aid societies and the different 
leaders of these different departments, you are just going to simply 
kill your quarterly conference. I am sure of that fact. I am simply 
speaking of the reorganization of this Conference. I am sure we 
are going to have a great deal of work, as pastors and leaders, to 
bring our people in line, even partially in line with the great finan- 
cial system which this body has adopted, but you put on that yet a 
complete reorganization, a different organization and division along 
the line, and what have you got on hand? I do hope that every 
member of this body will vote to substitute Section IJ. in the old 
Discipline for this. 

Rey. L. L. Eptey. I am heartily in accord with what Doctor Foster 
has said, but I rise to ask this question: Would it not be better to’ 
strike this out of this report, instead of the form of the motion, 
and the disciplinary part we now have will stand? 

Docror Foster. I will accept that. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. The first item has been passed. It carries 
with it the substitute. It substitutes this report. Now, striking out 
that item from there does not take the other unless another motion 
is made. : 

Tue Presipent. The chair rules that this item is stricken out, 
whatever you may choose to do with the other. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I believe Judge Bennett is right, and there- 
fore I move now to adopt that section which we now have in the 
Discipline in the place of this that has been stricken out. 

Seconded and adopted. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. I don’t believe you are ready for this whole 
proposition, in view of the work that we have just passed on regard- 
ing church union. This will stir up all our Oregon Conference 
churches, and we will not get ourselves in form to’ accept this in 
one year. 
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Docror Wasurncer. I want to move to lay the entire first part 
on the table. sede! 

Several seconds. 

The motion to lay the first part on the table prevailed. 

Tre Presientr. You have laid it on the table and that will adjust 
the first part. The part on the conference will now be read. 

Rev. L. L. Eptey. JI would like to ask if there will be a chance 
to propose a slight amendment to the quarterly conference in the 
Discipline as it is now, in order to haftmonize 2 

Tue Prestpenr. Will you give consideration to a matter that 
should be put on its passage now? 

Rev. L. L. Eptey. Page 36, quarterly conference members. All 
the organizations of the church are represented on the quarterly con- 
ference by their treasurers except the brotherhood, and that is ac- 
cording to the Discipline, represented by the secretary. I make a 
motion to change that word “secretary” to “treasurer,” so that the 
treasurer of the brotherhood, in harmony with the other organiza- 
tions, becomes a member of the quarterly conference. 

Seconded. : 

Dr. J. T. Foster. Do we understand now that all treasurers han- 
ding roney are members of the quarterly conference ? 

Rev. L. L. Epvey. It doesn’t make any change in the section at 
all, except changing sccretary to treasurer in the matter of the 
brotherhood. 

The item was adopted. 

Dr. J. S. Futron. I wanted to ask the General Conference, by 
common consent, in the membership of the official board and trustees, 
in courtesy to the Woman’s Missionary ‘Association workers, to recog- 
nize the Otterbein Guild, the president and treasurer of that de- 
partment. 

Rev. J. W. Lake. I second the motion that the president and 
treasurer of the Otterbein Guild be members of the quarterly con- 
ference. : 3 

Dr. I. A. Hotsroox. Now, as in our work in the different dis- 
tricts and in different pastorates, you find several organizations of 
this character, some even have a loeal organization that works with 
the church, and they are not representing the quarterly conference. 
It scems to me it will be in perfect accord with the purpose of the 
Discipline to add any of those societies that are recognized by the 
Church, and give their president and treasurer a place in the quar- 


655 


- “i” 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE : <s 


terly conference; especially is that true where the church is small 
and the quarterly conference is closely limited; many times you don’t 
have more than half a dozen in your quarterly conferences, to a 
dozen, and it-seems to me entirely well that all the organizations 
represented by the church or recognized by the church, be represented 
in the quarterly conference by their president and by the treasurer. 
and I should like to have that amendment added in order that it 
may cover it all in different churches on different appointments. 

Rev. J. W. Lake. I can’t accept that under this motion. The Ot- 
terbein Guild is a new woman’s missional society—a -young wo- 
man’s missionary society recognized by the Woman’s Missionary 
Association as the Otterbein’ Guild everywhere. It is a denomina- 
tional society, so in perfect harmony with our recognition of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association. I offer this motion that this other 
woman’s society now named the Otterbein Guild may have recog- 
nition. . 

Rey. L. L. Epney. I move to amend by adding the words, “And 
‘if they can find any other society within five miles of the church, to 
put it in just as soon as possible.” You have in your Discipline a 
plan that meets your country church, and you have foisted upon 
some of us in our city churches a great, big official board and quar- 
terly conference that, in many cases, only hinders rather than helps, 
and you give us no possible alternative. The mistake of the Com- 
mittee on Church Government is that they didn’t propose a most 
admirable plan for city church organization with that limitation. 
The mistake this Church has made-for generations is that you have 
attempted to put in the plan that fits the country church and does 
not fit the city church. Now, why can’t we have both? Is there any 
reason’ Why, a church can’t decide something for itself, something 
about who shall be members of an official board. There were some 
other good points if we had not been gagged so quickly, J am op- 
posed to all these amendments. We are putting too many men and 
too many people into the official board. I sympathize with the small 
churches who can’t be in the official board but give us in the city 
a chance to use it for ourselves, 

Dr. J. S. Furron. I beg to differ with my good brother. The 
trouble in administration, as some of us have found, is not in the 
Discipline, as it applies to the country church, but more largely as 
it applies to the city church, but the question of admitting these, 
I frankly say to you, that it is my | 
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any organization represented by this denomination ought to be 
answerable to the quarterly conference for its conduct through its 
president and its treasurer, and if you shall take simply the other 
form, you shall need, after all, to convene your entire church, and 
I am not congregational. 

Bisnor Keruart. I most heartily agree with what Doctor Fulton 
has just said, and it is because of that very largely that some of the 
elements were in the paper presented to you. It might be well to 
notice that under the present organization system, absolutely none 
of the subordinate organizations from the Sunday school down are 
responsible to the official board or quarterly conference. There is no 
requirement that they report to the body. They are given position 
in the official board with authority to control the church, but the 
church is in no authority to control them. They are not even re- 


quired by Discipline to report at all. This proposition which we pre- 


sented to you relates to the country church as well as to the other, 
and if you wish to put in where practicable, it could be carried out 
as well as the other. 

- Rev. W. L. Cuimpress. It is stated that the quarterly conference 
has no control over certain organizations in the Church from the 
Sunday school down. On Page 36, Section 7, it states specifically 
that they do-control the junior organizations of the Church, and 


that the superintendent of the organization is a member of the quar- 


terly conference, the Sunday school, and everything else. Of course, 
there is no organization within the junior organizations. 

Bisnor Keruart. Where is the statement that they shall report? 
Please read it, will you? 

Rev. W. L. Cuinpress. Section 4, Page 37. 

Bisuor Kernart. It shall make inquiry into the moral and official 
character of all its members, not its organizations. That is, the 


- members of the quarterly conference, not inquire into the character 


of the organization or its work, but the members of the quarterly 
conference. It has nothing to do with the organizations. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. There is found in here and questions are 
asked concerning what offices in the Church are to be recognized in 
the quarterly conference. Now, why not put that clearly so as to say 
that all properly recognized societies or organizations of the denom- 
ination, that is to say, the president and treasurer of such organ- 
izations shall be members of the official board or quarterly confer- 
ence, and that would cover this whole question. 
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Tur Presipenr. Would this suggestion of Doctor Lowery cover 
the case? 

Doctor Hoxrsroox. It covers the whole case. 

Doctor Lowery’s statement was adopted. 

Rey. L. L. Eptey. I make a motion to substitute the plan of 
finance for the local church, adopted in the report of the Christian 
Stewardship Commission for sections on Page 387, sections 12, 13, 
and 14 of the Discipline, Pages 37 and 388, Sections 12, 13, 14, and 15. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Grorce Mitner. I would like to move that the official board _ 
have supervision and determine the time and place of meeting of 
the various societies of the local church. We are building our house: 
different from what they used to be. We have many departments 
in the Church, and there is a clamor for this place and for that. 
and I introduced an amendment the other day and it was referred 
to a committee, that the time and place of these meetings shall be 
determined by the official board, and I so move you now that such 
be the order. 

Tue Prestipent. There is an amendment before the house, if you 
will hold that. Will Doctor Epley state this motion again? 

Rey. L. L. Epley restated his motion. 

This amendment was adopted. 

Dr. Georce Mitter. Now, the item I refer to, you will find in ’ 
No. 9, Section 6, on Page 36 in the Discipline, right after the word 
relative to official boards, add this: that they shall have supervision 
over the various departments of the Church relative to the fixing 
of the time and place of such gatherings. 

Seconded by Rey. G. E. Bertch. 

Dr. J. S. Furron. Some of us would like to know whether that 
is necessary. I am sure the interpretation of the Discipline is such 
that it gives the official board supervision. What is the official 
board? Does the official board have to come and ask each of the 
several societies as to whether it is allowed to inquire into its man- 
ner of work and all that thing? The very fact that the official board 
recognizes and has under its jurisdiction and control the depart- 
ments makes all that—is all that necessary ? 

Dr. Georce Minter. I am satisfied with that understanding. It 
is not clear in the Discipline. If it is claimed the official board has 
supervision of these matters, and the Discipline is to carry with it 
that view, I am satisfied. 1 will withdraw it with that understanding, 
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Docror Honsroox. I want to withdraw my motion, and move that 
all local societies recognized by the local church have membership 
in the quarterly conference, through their president and treasurer. 

No second. 

Dr. J. A. Lyver. Is it the sense of this General Conference that 
the Committee on Correspondence send the following? 


To the Moderators of the Presbyterian General Assembly at Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

The General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ sends 
gracious greetings and begs to assure you of our deep interest in the 
unification of Presbyterianism. We have just voted unanimously 
for approval of the act of union between the Methodist Protestant 
Church and our own communion. ; 


Docror Funk. I move that that be sent. 

Seconded. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I understand you voted that through. That 
is exactly what I feared, with the action of this afternoon, that it 
would go out through the press that this body unanimously voted in 
favor of church union. Now, I don’t want to be considered as un- 
reasonable in my attitude, but I represent a constituency and stand 
for them. I will stand for them and try and represent them, though 
I die. I therefore want it distinctly understood that in this body 
I did not vote that way, but I got no chance to show that I was not 
in favor of it in the vote. That is why I do not like that way of 
putting it through. 

Secretary Keppel read the report of the tellers, as follows: 

REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF CONTROL. 

First ballot; number of votes cast, 183. 


Ministers. 
Tra Holbrook ......-+--+-:> While Goa bGr 42 5h ag + 2 its Shas 120 
@ud Deeverses casos ec oe 89) OW. Lauchbauin je...) 0-0 20 
Ree Doubs woe steers Doe: Woo Retard... shee es 148 
Ou Ones. sb eds owes tr 00 GocWe Brewbaker eo.0 0. 031 
O. EB Williams: ...oc6 0s. 6. 08 J. H Brunk: ..........0..5. 21 
G. W. Burdette .....---++-- Ancor lew Tl nesses sree 2'8 spells ume O 
NE MINIs ochsyetars ais oe tae AG re Nie Be taubOlies aetens. hee OS 

Laymen. 
Robert Cowden ....-+-+-++:- iD) (etek Oli IO CLO Wea curses cs cts «roe OO 
H. M. Ambrose ....--+--++: Tobe Ge Grid ante ni, ues ete OU 
PACA Burt jens ciseisets 6 ae Bh. J.-Lesher .....-- +--+ 0s 27 
M, A, Honline eee ohio ee MM UDCRN.. cas. teres a 88 

659 


7 fe ty ee oe 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


O: P. Beckley oorti. Sn. 06 WOA. Kappes os see eee 
A. A cMaysilles “05070 55,.265.,.60% Ja AA rmentrout ae eee 50 
WonkaAdlspach pean a) 89) 


C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Elected: Ministers—Holbrook, Deever, Huber, Recard. Laymen 
—Cowden, Ambrose, Honline, Beckley, and Maysilles. : 

Tue Presipent. This is the requisite number, and your Board 
of Control has been elected. 

Secretary Keppel read another report of the tellers, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


First ballot; number of votes cast, 182. 


Ministers. 
di. Hs Shuey... cats vais zen 104 yO, Ee eepemeeeet eigen ieee 68 
Me Nichols" 5.3. Sean comes 28a Nir nlc wo banana trie eee came 33 
JB. Wilson. 5 ig. 6 ce cy-s 182 My Drie eee 78 
D. D. Lowery ...2......4. 96 J. M. Knight by loth ae 
Wi kh Sparpler tates, ator: 

Laymen. 
Gr Wc Barrett? tr 2s 96 eT eer Paes Loto LeoTA 
JH Rnebush 32006. 5 sv SA'S, Ci Caldwellna? oe eee oT 
Bat Bar gets, bcc so ivnow baton 145 Gee. Wa Hartrelll <hr ee 41 
MB MOON 2 oa ies vot age tO) Ohms Bigkola tial. eerie 30 
Bele MSH G ye Ss sic eae foe 


C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Elected: Ministers—Shuey, Lowery, Knight. Laymen—Ruebush, 
Shuey, and Lambert. 

(THE Presipent. This is the requisite number, and you have 
elected your board for the Foreign Missionary Society. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu. There was a statement by Bishop -Kephart 
that the quarterly conference has really no control over the different 
societies; if that be the case, I think we ought to have something 
in the Discipline to that effect, so that these societies are amenable 
to the quarterly conference, 

Rev. I. EK. Runx. I move you that we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Tke motion to adjourn prevailed and the quartet sang, “Sing of 
the wondrous love of Jesus.” Benediction by Rev. W. L. Childress, 
of the Louisiana Conference. 
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NINTH DAY—EVENING SESSION. 
7:30 p.m., Saturday, May 17, 1913. 

The session opened with singing, “I love thy kingdom, Lord,” and 
“Come, thou fount of every blessing.” 

Bishop Mathews presided and Rev. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Con- 
ference led in prayer. 

Mr. Smith, of Decatur, rendered a solo. : 

Tur Presipent. We will.consider the Report on Superintendency. 
The secretary will read the report. 

Srecrerary Keppet. Before reading the report, it should be stated 
that the third section of the report of the. Committee on Superin- 
tendency was committed to the Committee on Judiciary, as. to 
whether the letter ballot was legal, and that committee reported that 
it-is legal; and that the third section of the report be substituted for 
Article 14, Section 8, Chapter 6, “Vacancy in a district,” found on 
Page 59 of the Discipline. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUPERINTENDENCY. 
We, your Committee on Superintendency, recommend as follows: 
1. Each Bishop, except the Bishop assigned to the Foreign Mis- 
sion District, shall be required to reside in the district to which he 
may be assigned; and the Bishop of the Foreign Mission District is 
to co-operate with the Foreign Mission Board, which board shall pay 
one-half of his salary and his traveling expenses in his visitations to 


‘the various fields of his district. 


2. That T. C. Carter be elected Bishop emeritus without salary. 

& 3 Vacancy in a Bishop’s District. 

In case a vacancy in the office of Bishop in any district occurs 
during the first three years of the quadrennium, it shall be the duty 
of the remaining Bishops to hold an election by letter ballot; ail 
members of the preceding General Conference, who are members of 
the Church, voting. The Publishing Agent shall provide and send 
out the blank ballots, and return-stamped envelopes, under the direc- 
tion of the Board of Bishops. The Board of Bishops shall appoint 
a board of tellers, three in number, from the membership of the 
Church in the vicinity of Dayton, Ohio. The ballots shall be turned 
over to them by the Publishing Agent, as directed by the Bishops. 
The Bishops shall set a date when the ballots must be in, and also 
when and where the ballots must be counted by the tellers, these two 
dates to be printed on the ballots sent out to the delegates. The 
tellers shall certify the entire vote to the Bishops, and they shall 
announce the election of the person receiving a majority of the votes 
east. In ease no election occurs on the first ballot, other ballots 
shall be taken until some one receives a majority vote. In case a 
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vacaney occurs during the last year of the quadrennium, the remain- 
ing Bishops shalt divide the work of the district among themselves 
for the remainder of the quadrennium. 


(Signed) : 
W. M. Jonzs. D. D. Lowery, Chairman. 
S. W. Paut. J. T. Roserts. 
J. T. Foster. I. A. Houprook. 
eWay Lipoy, ©. H.. Birp. 
J..T. McCreary. A. H. Reese. 
J. W. Owen. W. F. Oronk. 


W. A. NicHo.s. 

On motion, the item referring to a vacaney in a Bishop’s district 
was adopted. 

Tne Presipent. Now, are you ready for the adoption of the report, 
as amended? Those favoring the adoption of the report will lift 
the hand. Those opposed, like sign. It is adopted. 

Srorerary Kepper. We have a ballot to announce, 

REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF BONEBRAKE SEMINARY 

BOARD. 

First ballot; number of votes cast, 194. 

Ministers. 


Wie Somes ie. ns ho. co ao PAB BHO one eee ee 62 
P, Ox Bonebrake ‘oi. 0... <.%2194. 2 A Ward 
don: W Owen -. 0. on eee BB Dona Keuttinan oe eee 
CoRe Fralick 30.9 ivcvesece 195% AciS. iermack +). oe 
TEA. aA EME oie sarah bo ay 59.2. JH JAS = Seehwist nee enaae weer 91 
Hehe Maller viene eet ee DOad. des ese (oieined < Seite ee 52 
PB ha ee oe ee ee iBrandenibunc ss eevee 


hiss: Vike May pews. at ph nee a eS 130 
Laymen. 

ATG ET ALY neta Fe eee ee Pane ace iie Senseny *.). ide ee 
Wise Lioth anes eee eee Lode Pedolint Weoskuutume nee eee 56 
C. ¥. Houck’ \0 238. sce, 59, Os SO etornd ob ae ee 18 
Johny Hwhite: os Raves pin ld Be lessee Alene sae ohn ee 
A.M” Rode. x. Jie. a eT ee Soe Lehimaneen tere 21 
As HO Langhbanw..27..0 eee 3a. Ib Me Mittendort con eee 66 


Aaron Kreider sh. ac. 0. 2k 
C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Elected: P. O. Bonebrake, J. W. Lilly (Ohio), J. S. Fulton, H. A. 
Sechrist (Ohio), C. J. Hall (Ohio), S. W. Lott (Ohio), John Hulitt 
(Ohio), A. H. Laughbaum (Ohio), J. L.*Senseny (Ohio). 

Tue Presipent. Let us proceed with reports. 

Bisnor Kernarr. The Committee on Government of the Church 
would like to substitute another statement for the first item in the 
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report of representation in the General Conference, if the Confer- 
ence will permit, in place of the original. 


FURTHER REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
CHURCH. 


Page 41, Section 9. Substitute for Item 2 the following: | 
Conference Representation. 


The annual conference shall be represented in the General Con- 
ference acording to the following ratios: 

All conferences having less than two thousand members shall be 
entitled to two delegates, one ministerial and one lay; two thousand 
and less than six thousand, two ministerial and two lay; six thou- 
sand and less than ten thousand, three ministerial and three lay; 
ten thousand and less than fourteen thousand, four ministerial and 
four lay; fourteen thousand and less than eighteen thousand, five 
ministerial and five lay; eighteen thousand and less than twenty- 
two thousand, six ministerial and six lay. The same ratio to be 
continued through conferences having larger numbers. 

Provided that all general officers and heads of departments elected 
by the General Conference shall be advisory delegates at large. 

Provided further, that the number of delegates from foreign mis- 
sion conferences, not in the excess of the above ratios, and the man- 
ner of their election, shall be determined by the Foreign Mission 
Board. : 

Page 42. Amend 7 to read: 

4. The leaders and stewards of each local church shall constitute 
a board of election, who shall, by the pastor, be furnished a copy of 
the list of persons nominated, and the election shall be held invari- 
ably between November 15 and December 15, next preceding the sit- 
ting of the General Conference. 

On Page 48, Item 12. 

Strike out the words, “shall publish in the Religious Telescope,” 
and, “notice of the time and place of canvassing the returns.” 

The item will then read: 


Canvassing and Publication of Returns. 


12. The annual conference board of tellers, not later than the 
third week in January, shall make out a list of all persons voted for, 
and of the number of votes for each; and should any two or more 
of the candidates have an equal number of votes, the tellers shall 
determine, by lot, which of them is elected. They shall also forward, 
by the tenth of January, to the editor of the Religious Telescope for 
publication, the names and post-office addresses of those elected. 
They shall also transmit to the Publishing Agent, at Dayton, Ohio, 
a complete list of all persons voted for and the number of votes cast 
for each, which record shall be furnished to the ensuing General 
Conference, and if one or more of those elected should be prevented 


663 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


from attending by death, sickness, or otherwise, it shall be the duty 
of the tellers or secretary of the General Conference to notify the 
next highest on the bill to take his place, and so on, descending, if 
need be, to the last candidate. No bills of election received by the 
tellers after the fifteenth of January shall be counted. 

On Page 43, Item 13, third line. 

Strike out the word “contestor” and insert in its place “seeretary 
of the conference.” 

The item will then read: 


Contests. 


13. In case of contest for the seat of any delegate reported elected 
to the General Conference by the board of tellers of his conference, 
the secretary of the conference shall give notice to the contestee in 
writing forty days before the sitting of the General Conference, in 
which charges and specifications shall be plainly stated. Any per- 
son failing to give such notice shall forfeit his right to contest in 
the General Conference. 

On Page 44, substitute for Item 14, the following: 

Arrangements for the place and entertainment of the General 
Conference, if not determined at its session, or if satisfactory ar- 
rangements for the entertainment and care of the delegates and 
visitors and the proper expenses for the General Conference be not 
provided, shall be referred with full power to act to the Agent and 
Board of Trustees of the Printing Establishment. 

In Item 15, substitute for Board of Bishops, “The General Com- 
mission on Finance.” 

On Page 43, Item 17: 

Change the item so as to read: 


Examination of Annual Conferences. 


17. The General Conference may examine the administration of 
each annual conference, whether it has strictly observed the rules and 
preserved the moral and doctrinal principles of the Discipline in all 
its transactions. 


Add as Item 20 under Section 9, Page AD. 
In the event of a vacancy occurring in any of the secretaryships 


constituted by the General Conference the board of that department 
shall fill the place. 


Signed by the Committee. 


Tue Presipent. Now, we will proceed with the consideration of 
this report, item by item. 

Secretary Keppel read the first item. 

Tue Presipent. This item is before you. 

Dr. J. T, Roserts, of White River Conference. 


I want to move an 
amendment, as follows: 
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The annual conference shall be represented in the General Con- 
ference according to the following ratios: 

All conferences having less than two thousand members shall be 
entitled to two delegates, one ministerial and one lay; two thou- 
sand and less than six thousand, two ministerial and two lay; six 
thousand and less than ten thousand, three ministerial and three lay; 
ten thousand and less than fourteen thousand, four ministerial and 
four lay; fourteen thousand and less than eighteen thousand, five 
ministerial and five lay; eighteen thousand and less than twenty- 
two thousand, six ministerial and ‘six lay.. The same ratio to be 
continued through conferences having larger numbers. 


Dr. J. T. Roperts. Now, as we have it at the present time, there 
are 236 delegates in this body. As it was proposed in the beginning 
before this revision came, running it through, beginning with four 
thousand, when it was first introduced, would make a body of 206. 
According to this plan that I have, it makes 242 delegates. Accord- 
ing to the present arrangement in this report, you: will have a body 
of about 280 or 290 delegates, which increased it very much. Now, 
according to the plan that I propose, I think it is as near pro rata 
as we have ever had it; it affects ten conferences, increases six of 
them and decreases four, two each, and it seems to me this does not 
change the size of the body very much, and gives us pro rata repre- 
sentation. 

Rev. J. A. Groves, of St. Joseph Conference. What will be done 
in ease there are conferences in the State that combine during the 
interim of the General Conference in this quadrennium and make 
but one conference? That, of course, would make a conference of 
possibly thirty-five or forty-five thousand, maybe forty-five thou- 
sand, maybe fifty or sixty thousand—are they to have just the seven 
‘or nine—in that combined conference, for instance, where there 
might be three or four conferences in a State that want to go into 
a State wide conference, then how will the representation be? By the 
three conferences represented or simply one conference ? 

Doctor Roserrs. Eighteen thousand and less than twenty- fone 
thousand, six ministerial and six lay; the same ratio to be continued 
through conferences having larger number. Some brother has 
* asked what conferences are affected by this arrangement? I have 
that indicated here—the Allegheny has increased two, the East 
Pennsylvania has increased two, the Erie has decreased two, North- 
ern Illinois, two; North Kansas, two; Pennsylvania has increased 
two; Sandusky, four; West Virginia, two, and White River, two. 
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Those are the conferences affected according to the plan that I sug- 
gest. 

Rev. T. W. Perks, of Southwest Kansas Conference. JI am op- 
posed to the amendment. I believe the plan proposed by the com- 
mittee on a basis of three thousand is the best ratio. We ought to 
vote this down and let it go as it is. This gives the larger confer- 
ences equal representation. The body will not be too unwieldy nor 
too large, and even with 280 members, which this plan would give, 
it would not be too large for a body representing three hundred 
thousand members. There are annual conferences that come to the 
city of Wichita as large as the Conference of the United Brethren 
Church. As a great, representative church, we ought not to go in 
there with but 196 or 200 delegates. It does not represent us fa- 
vorably. 

Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. Nebraska is rep-- 
resented in this Conference with ten delegates. We have asked for 
an enabling act for a State conference, and it will reduce our dele- 
gation here to six. Now, of course, if numbers are all that are to 
be considered, all right. We are willing, of course, to put the basis 
of representation on that if you are willing to put the basis of appor- 
tionment on that, when it comes to the matter of money. It will 
reduce our delegation if we go into a State conference, and I sup- 
pose, under this arrangement, we will stay as we are and hold our 
representation as it is. I simply state the fact as it is. 

Secretary Kepprt. I do not believe that we ought to compare 
this General Conference with an annual conference in the matter of 
business. This body must, of necessity, cover the whole, wide range 
of the Discipline of more than 130 pages, and this body is under 
present working conditions, unwieldy. We have taken a great deal 
more time to accomplish certain things than a more compact body 
would have taken. In the real matter to be considered, there are 
two matters to be considered; first, that we shall not make the body 
so small as to belittle us. I think no one will claim that a confer- 
ence of. 240 delegates will belittle us. The amendment of Doctor 
Roberts will give us about 240 members, but four years from now 
we hope to have about fifty to seventy-five thousand more members. 
Then the next thing to be considered is the fact that the number of 
things which a legislative body is to do in a given time, enters largely 
into how large the body ought to be. The fewer things to be done 
in a given time, the larger the body can be, and do them with sue- 
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~ eess. If we could make this body so large that we couldn’t transact 
the business we are doing in ten days, it couldn’t transact it in thirty. 
The House of Representatives is where they cannot transact their 
business, as a House of Representatives, but has delegated its au- 
thority to three men: Hon. Champ Clark, Senator George W. Under- 
wood, and President Woodrow Wilson. We don’t want to get to that 
point. I am in favor of the amendment. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I simply wish to call attention to the fact 
that for some time past the East Pennsylvania Conference and 
some other conferences did not have representation in this Confer- 
ence in proportion to their membership. There are eight thousand 
members in East Pennsylvania Conference that are not represented 
in this body. The maximum basis of representation now is fourteen 
thousand, while the fact is we have twenty-two thousand members 
in the East Pennsylvania Conference; so you see there are eight 
thousand of them that are not represented here; but when it comes 
to the apportionment of money to be assessed, when it comes to 
other matters that relate to the conference itself, we have got to 
take our share for twenty-two thousand members, eight thousand of 
whom have had absolutely no voice in the affairs of this Church, as 
conducted by this body. I believe that it is perfectly equitable—the 
arrangement reported by the committee, so far as I can see into it. 
Our conference, and I suppose other conferences, demand that we 
have at least equitable representation in this body, that every mem- 
ber in the conference be represented, and we shall be much better 
satisfied, so will our people be much better satisfied when votes are 
taken on questions, even on such questions as they may differ from 
us—if they know that they have had their full representation here. 
But they have not had it, and I believe it is but just that they should 
have it, and in this I do not mean to say a word that shall take from 
the smaller conferences in this denomination anything that properly 
belongs to them. I do not. believe that there is a small conference 
in this denomination which desires to take from the larger confer- 
ences that which they should really have. It is not just to such a 
Conference as ours here to-day, that eight thousand of our members 
should have no representation actually on this floor, but they do 
not have it. If, on the present ratio, we had full representation in 
this bedy, instead of having ten delegates, we would have fifteen or 
sixteen, and perhaps some things might have gone differently if we 
had had full representation. [Laughter.] Perhaps some elections 
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might have gone differently if the twenty-two thousand members 
of the East Pennsylvania Conference had had full representation in 
this body. I hope you will do justice in this matter, and that is all 
I ask for—justice. 

Pror. H. H. Batsu, of Allegheny Conference. It seems to me, 
brethren, that these suggestions of plans will insure equitable repre- 
sentation to all the conferences, and the only question at issue is 
just what the size of this body should be. One plan provides for 
one representative to each three thousand of our membership, and 
the other for one representative for each four thousand, so that-the 
large conferences will be represented, no matter which plan is 
adopted. The only point that we should consider is the size of the 
General Conference. Do we desire a large and unwieldy body, or ™ 
do we desire a smaller body? And my experience in this Conference 
has convinced me that we will expedite business more rapidly and 
just as effectively if we have a fewer number of men here, who wish 
to express themselves on every question that comes up. [| Applause. ] 
For that reason, I would favor the plan that provides the smaller 
representation, which I believe is the amendment. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu, of Neosho Conference. I am in favor of the 
report as it comes from the committee. I think it would not be a 
larger body than this Church ought to have, and T am also in favor, 
although that does not come in here, of the apportionment that comes 
in for the general interests on a per capita basis. 

Rev. W. L. Curpress, of Louisiana Conference. I favor Brother 
Keppel’s position in regard to conference representation. JI think 
we have enough representatives here. The United States Congress 
has less than five hundred members, representing ninety-five million 
people. At one time a father and his boy occupied a gallery in Con- 
gress, and when the chaplain prayed, the boy said, “What is he 
praying for, father, is he praying for the American Congress ?”” 
“No,” he said, “he is not.” He said, “When he prays, he looks at 
Congress and prays for the American people.” [ Applause. ] 

Rey. C. P. Hopxins, of Michigan Conference. In the arrangement 
of this schedule, as it comes from the committee, the representation 
of our Conference would be lessened by just half instead of having 
four representatives, because of a very small number we fall short 
of the three thousand members, and so that would cut our repre- 
sentation in two—give us just half the representation. If you will 
take the finances of one department of the Church, you will observe 
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that Kast Pennsylvania Conference is paying fifteen cents per capita, 
while Michigan is paying twenty-seven cents for the same—the 
Bishop’s salary. Now, I believe.if we will get a plan of this kind, 
if the General Conference will place the budget so the smaller con- 
ference will liave the per capita assessment with the large confer- 
ence, then we are willing to take the small representation, but not 
until that time. I believe it is an injustice in this, and I am not 
in favor of anything of that kind. I am sure that our Conference 
is not in. favor of reduction of that kind. I believe that we should 
be represented, and opposed to the amendment. 

Doctor Funk. I certainly stand for the smaller number pre- 
sented here, and I am sorry to hear the comparison between the 
smaller and large conferences on the money question, and especially 
when the money is for the same benevolence, for the great confer- 
ences are forced to deal with problems that the smaller conferences 
are not dealing with. If you are going to put it on the question of 
conferences, it is unfair to pick out some one benevolence, and on 
that basis these smaller conferences are paying so much more per 
eapita. Let us look at that just a moment and see where the fallacy 
is. What is done in the question of benevolence as they come 
from the boards that are paying out the benevolence, home 
missionary money, for instance? Where is it raised, and where does 
it go? What are the large conferences doing in this Church, but 
making an inside assessment or apportionment for conference exten- 
sion, as it relates to home missions. Just as Doctor Lowery said, 
when discussing that question, “They don’t get anything through the 
Home Missionary Society from other conferences, hence they must 
protect their work with an inside assessment.” So does Allegheny, 
with its twenty-one missions. Now, that does not look fair to take 
home missions for the basis of calculation and use only the figures 
as presented in the home missionary report. Furthermore, when the 
colleges and other interests, such as the Seattle Church, wants help, 
where do they get it, where do they go for it? I ask the question? 
Now, of course, that is not counted in the per capita, that is not con- 
sidered. When Otterbein University wants money,: where does it 
go to get it? When Leander Clark College wants: money, where 
do they go to get it—some of it, not all of it, I am sure, but they 
do not hesitate to come down East and gather money, and it is all 
right for them to get it, brethren, Iam not opposing that. These 
arbitrary lines are dangerous in the Church. We are brethren, but 
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let us be brethren all around, let us deal with this thing fairly and 
squarely on these lines, and not come into a gathering like this and 
take one little benevolence and say, Now, on that my conference is 
paying a great deal more per capita than some of the large confer- 
ences. I stand for the smaller representation, because of two things: 
First, It will be more effective with a smaller body; second, the 
expense of this gathering is getting to be out of* proportion to the 
size of this denomination. And so, I believe for those two reasons, 
we ought to be careful about increasing. I do not favor an increase. 

Mr. A. H. Lavucuraum, of Sandusky Conference. I come from 
one of the large conferences, and I am not authorized to speak for 
this delegation, but I remember the time very well when we had six 
laymen and six ministers in this delegation. The number was then 
reduced to ten, and we have never noticed the difference. We have 
still been represented, and I am satisfied that we could spare several 
of us. JI would be willing to drop out and reduce the number still 
more, and it would be still just as effective and probably more so, 
than with the large body for the delegation. So that as to the 
number, I am satisfied. As has been said, we could do better work 
with much less expense to the Church than just merely increasing 
the number to make a favorable impression in the community. If 
that is what we are wanting in that case, let us increase the delega- 
tion, but that is not what we are elected for; we are elected to do 
business for the Church, and we well know that the delegation that 
represents twenty-two or twenty-three thousand members can be rep- 
resented sometimes by one. single man, as has been exhibited very’ 
plainly time and again in deliberative bodies—usually one man speaks 
for the crowd, and the sentiment of his entire representation is made, 
so I am in favor of the reduction rather than an increase, as a 
layman. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. Mr. Chairman, I was in hopes that Doctor 
Funk would have carried his comparison a little farther. He prob- 
ably wanted to leave something for somebody else to do. Now, let 
us take the comparison of fifteen cents per member in the big con- 
ferences, and twenty-seven cents per member in the other confer- 
ences, and I will just leave the comparison with that conference, with 
the big one, and take my own three thousand against twenty-one 
thousand members. And we pay about three times per capita what 
the other conferences pay, but we get eleven times per capita more 
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Bishops. Just compare the Bishops per capita. He comes down 
there to hold conference from Wednesday until Monday, and with 
the three thousand members, compared with Wednesday to Monday 
over in Pennsylvania with twenty-one thousand, we get eleven times 
more Bishops, per member. 

Docror Funk. Seven times. 

Docror Brookr. Seven times more Bishops. Is that fair? If my 
arithmetic is wrong, it is because my schoolmaster taught me wrong. 

Rey. S: L. Topp. I move the previous question. 

Seconded. f 

The previous question was ordered. 

Bisnoe Carter. It takes a two-thirds majority vote to call the 
previous question. The chair recognized it as two-thirds of those 
who really voted. 

Doctor Robert’s substitute prevailed. 

Secretary Keppel read the next item, referring to Page 43, Item 12. 

Rev. J. W. Owen, of Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to 
make a motion applying to this item: 

That the item upon canvassing and publication of returns, be 
recommitted, with instructions to provide for election of General 
Conference delegates by the annual conferences, as advised by the 


Board of Bishops. (Signed) 
5 J. W. Owen. 
A. El. Reese. 


Rey. J. W. Owen. At the opening session, a paper containing 
suggestions as to changes in the Discipline, came from the Board of 
Bishops. I think this General Conference has recognized the wisdom 
of the Board of Bishops in every recommendation wl ich they have 
presented, and I believe we ought. to give them credit for using good, 
common, sound sense and sober judgment in this. In addition to 
this, not only the Board of Bishops make this recommendation, but 
there came also a memorial from some conference to the same effect. 
What disposition was made of these recommendations by this com- 
mittee, I don’t know, but we see they didn’t act upon that. I want 
to say simply for Pennsylvania Conference, that the election of dele- 
gates of this Conference cost the Pennsylvania Conference thirty 
to thirty-five dollars for the printing of ballots, advertising and ex- 
press, and other matters of that sort, and that is simply one reason 
why there ought to be some other way of electing delegates to this 
I think there is a much better and much simpler way, 
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and a much more economical method than we have, and I would very 
much favor the election by the annual conference. 

Bisnop Kepnart. Mr. Chairman, I think I should say, the recom- 
mendation of the Board of Bishops came to the committee, as well 
as the memorials from the annual conferences, and they were re- 
spectfully treated, but the committee felt that the Church stands 
and ought to continue to stand closely related to the membership of 
the Church, and that it is the right and should be the privilege of 
the membership to express themselves on this question of representa- 
tion in the General Conference. [Applause.] 

Docror Funk. I do not rise to discuss the question, but the people 
of our Church seem to have a misunderstanding as to the franchise 
that is offered to them, under this arrangement. You would be sur- 
prised if you have canvassed, as I am permitted to canvass for the 
past three quadrenniums, the returns from the annual conferences 
on this proposition, and to learn that in conferences with twenty to 
twenty-two thousand members, the delegates are elected with a vote 
of anywhere from, 2,500 to 5,000 at the highest. 

tn some of these conferences, sixteen hundred votes, and as low as 
twelve hundred votes, sends a representative into this body. Now, 
that puts a different view upon this whole proposition. We are not 
getting so near the people as we thought we were, and we are not 
doing so much along the line for them, even in this right of fran- 
chise. I am not talking in favor of the amend nent, but I am-bring- 
ing the fact before this General Conference, that if our people are 
going to be represented, then there ought to be two things obtaining: 
First, there should be no electioneering. [Applause.] And second, 
the vote of the people should be honestly secured. When we glory 
so much in our getting so close to the people, and when our brethren, 
the laymen, emphasize so emphatically this republican form of goy- 
ernment, or democratic form, that we have, some of us know how 
feebly we are reaching the goal along that line. If we are going to 
continue this form of government, let us apply it and let us work it, 
and get an honest expression from a reasonable number of voters 
‘in our conferences. I felt that I should make just that much of a 
statement. 

Mr. C. E. BiceLow, of Lower Wabash Conference, J would like to 
ask, in all fairness, if twenty-five hundred of those twenty-two thou- 
sand voting is not a more representative vote than one Bishop and 
two or three presiding elders at an annual conference? [ Applause. ] 
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Dr. J. W. Litty. I would like to ask, if it is not the sense of this 


body that where there are three hundred members, that one hundred _ 


.or about seventy-five of them bear the burdens, and whether they 


are not the ones that are found voting for these delegates? And | 


then, I would like to ask our Publishing Agent if he thinks by trans- 
ferring it to the annual conferences that will avoid it at all? 

Doctor Funk. I would like to answer that question. 

Tuer Present. You have the right to do it. 

Doctor Funk. I am not talking in favor of transferring it to 
the annual conferences, but I have brought to you some facts in 
connection with the other method, that I think would be well to look 
into. 

Rey. A. H. Reese. I heartily agree with this motion. I, think 
that our people will say to us that, what is the use of referring this 
to us here? Why don’t you settle that at the conference? They are 
tired of it, two-thirds of them don’t know who to vote for. They 
will ask the preacher, they will find out who they ought to vote for, 
and the person that doesn’t want to electidneer is sincere and he 
hates to tell them. Talk about representation of the Church; do not 


the official board and quarterly conferences elect the delegates to go 


‘to the annual conference? They do not ask the people to vote for 
delegates, and other business is done—the official board and quar- 
terly conference transact the business of the church. Do not they 
send the minister up to the annual conference, and the lay delegate 
to do the work of the conference? And these lay plans there, for 
the General Conference. They respect us and they think that we 
have- sense enough and are honest enough to do the right thing. 
Certainly there will be a little electioneering in the conference, 
always has been; it is not a perfect body in every way, but I don’t 
think there will be as much. They won’t have as much time for it 
as there is the other way. I think that annual conferences that 
want to do this ought to have the privilege. I hope this will pass 
through, and we will save all of this trouble in the future. . 

Mr. F. J. S. Rosryson, of White River Conference. I believe in 
the people electing their delegates, but I want to suggest this, as I 
see it, that we should give the necessary information. Now, it has 
been suggested and alluded to that there is probably a smaller vote 
in proportion to the membership. I don’t know what the custom is 
everywhere but I know that in the place where I happen to stay, 
we have preaching every two weeks only, and our membership as a 
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rule, knows nothing about the time when this vote is to be taken, 
they know nothing of it until the close of the meeting. At the 
preaching service in the forenoon, the minister tells us that we are 
to vote to-day for the election of lay delegates. Our people have no 
opportunity to make themselves acquainted with the personality of 
the delegates, unless they happen to know them personally. I think 
pastors should give us at least thirty days’ notice, so that we may 
know when this election is to be held. 

Dr. C. M. Brooker. I wish to speak about things that have not 
been mentioned. Taking our general government, when we come 
to elect after the manner of the United Brethren, the Congressmen 
for the lower house, the people vote. There never was a deadlock yet, 
but when they came to elect United States Senators, which plan is 
like this new proposition that is now proposed, to elect our dele- 
gates to this body, there never has been a deadlock. If we claim to 
be a government of the people, for the people, and by the people, 
and if you notice the people, under our present plan, if they have 
the opportunity and do not take advantage of it, they are just ex- 
actly like they are in everything else. : 

Rey. M. B. Spayp. It occurs to me that here is a unique condition 
that we must not overlook. Our annual conferences are not repre- 
sented. ‘Only one portion of the constituents of an annual conference | 
are elected, and they are in the minority. Our annual conferences 
are made up of the ministers and the local ministers, local preachers, 
and lay delegates, and in every annual conference there are more 
ministers and laymen, and only the laymen are elected, conse- 
quently it is not a representative body, does not represent our people. 
They have no say as to who shall compose the majority of the an- 
nual conference, and if the annual conference elect the delegates to 
the General Conference, then they are not elected by representatives 
elected by the people. That point was made here, the annual confer- 
ence is not a representative body in the sense that the majority of 
its members are elected by the people. 

Mr. Cuarues. J. Hani, of Miami Conference. In_ the -consider- 
ation of this question, we should not lose sight of the fact that the - 
present tendency is to return the power to the people rather than 
to vest it in legislative bodies. You will doubtless remember that 
the Seventeenth Amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, recently adopted by the necessary number of States, requires 
that the people shall vote direct for United States Senators, and not 
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be elected by the legislature as heretofore. With all the accompany- 
ing history of corruption and purchase as has been so much the rule 
in recent years, and as the United Brethren Church is a church of 
the people, we should consider well before we take from them that 
which the Government has seen fit to restore to the people. 

Pror. H. M. Amprosz. I would regret that this great Church, in 
its representative body, should not recognize the principle that is 
in the air to-day in this country. The ery is on every hand, Back to 
the people, back to the people, close to the people. I should hate for 
us to take any sort of a backward step upon that position. The peo- 
ple are demanding that they have a voice in these things. They have 
a right to demand it. Where is the foundation for this whole busi- 
ness, anyway? Back to the people. We go to these people when we 
want their money, when, we want their advice, we ought to go to 
them as well when we want their representative vote. 

Dr. S. W. Pauu. I would like to ask a question. Does the motion 
propose that the annual conferences elect them as a body, or the 
laymen elect their own delegates and the ministers their own? 

Bisuop Kepuart. It is on that point that I wish to speak briefly. 
All of the recommendations, so far as | remember, and memorials 
that came to us in this relation, suggested a plan by which the’ min- 
istry shall vote for the ministerial delegates and the laity for the 
lay delegates. And upon that point I wish to say that a subject of 
that character is purely subversive of representative government, for 
under that condition, one-half of this body would not be representa- 
tive, would be elected by less than one-tenth of the membership for 
the ministry do not constitute one-tenth of the membership of this 
Church, and therefore one-half of our representation would not 
represent the people at all, but, as a delegate to the General Con- 
ference from Miami Oonference, I stand not as the representative 
of the ministry, but as the representative of the ministry and laity. 
I am not here representing any one class, and we stand as an organ- 
ization representing the entire membership of the Church. And 
if we adopt the plan by which we submit the election of delegates 
to this Conference on the plan by which the ministers vote for min- 
isterial delegates and the laity for the lay delegates, the laity will 
represent their one-half of the conference, and I believe in the funda- 
mental principles of our Government, that we stand as representa- 
tives of the people at large, both ministry and laity, and upon that 
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basis we stand for the election of delegates to this General Confer- 
ence by the membership at large, ministry and laity. [Applause.] 

The motion to recommit was lost. 

The item was then adopted. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I just want to ask a question for informa- 
tion as to this word, “bill.” Does it mean the same as “list,” above 
in this item? It reads, “no bills of election, ete.,” received by the 
tellers after the first day of January, shall be counted. 

Bisnor Kreruarr. That is simply taken as it is in the Discipline 
at this time—simply a reprint. 

Mr. R. H. Benner. I move you that the Correlation Committee 
-be instructed to correct it so as to make it consistent. 

Dr. I. A. Horsroox. I have another motion touching this election 
matter that I want to call your attention to. In voting for the Gen- 
eral Conference delegates, everybody from the babies on up vote, 
providing they happen to want to. Now, in the matter of the Sun- 
day school, we limit the franchise to twelve years of age. Certainly 
children under twelve years of age are hardly competent to judge 
who is qualified and who is not qualified to represent the whole body 
in the General Conference. I therefore move that the franchise in 
the election of delegates of the General Conference be limited to 
church members over twelve years of age. This will be an additional 
item, limiting the franchise to those who are old enough, but know 
something about it. 

Docror Funk. I want to raise this question on the dates. The 
point I want to make is this, Mr. Chairman, that we have been hav- 
ing the month of November for these elections. Now, many of the 
conferences do not close or are not held until along about the first 
of November, and the ministers go home and get settled and many 
of them do not hold an election on that account, and I believe that 
you ought to have this election from November 15 till December 15, 
and you will have better results upon that proposition. Most of 
our conferences are held in the fall and a change of pastor comes in 
and interferes a great deal with the holding of elections. And I 
would like to amend this paper at the point where it comes in, to 
read, “November 15 to December 15.” 

Mr. R. H. Bennett. If the chair please, I second the motion of 
Doctor Funk. 

True Presipent. Those favoring the adoption of Doctor Funk’s 
motion will raise the hand. Those opposed, like sign. It prevails. 
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Dr. W. O. Frims. I would like to ask a question for information. 
Canvassing and publication of returns. The last sentence in that 
paragraph on Bills of Election, received by the tellers after the first 
day of January, shall be counted. Can they receive them on the 
first day of January? Does that not mean after the thirty-first of 


~ December? I think I have knowledge of at least one board of elec- 


tions that met on the night of the thirty-first of December and began 
counting the ballots. Can you receive bills of election on the first 
day of January? - 

Docror Krpuart. J believe you have amended now that the time 
of election: will be extended from November 15 to December 15. 
Thus, if this item is not already passed I move to amend Item 12, 
in the last sentence, by making it read, “no bills of election received 
by the tellers after the fifteenth day of January shall be counted.” 

This motion prevailed. 

Doctor Horeroox. On Page 48, Article 12, we read, “They shall 
also forward by the tenth of January to the editor of the Religious 
Telescope, for publication, the names and _ post-office addresses of 

, those elected,” and so on. J move the same change be made there, 
giving fifteen days’ further time, making it the twenty-fifth of 
January. | 

Seconded. 

This motion prevailed. 

Tue Preswent. Will the secretary read the next item ? 

Secretary Keppel read, “On Page 48, Item 13, third line,” ete. 

This was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read, “On Page 44, substitute for Item 14,” ete. 

This was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read, “In Item 15, substitute for ‘Board of 
Bishops,’ ‘The General Commission on Finance.’ ” 

This was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read, “On Page 48, Item 17,” ete. 

This was adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read the next item, “Add as Item 20,” ete. 

This was adopted. 

The report, as amended, was then adopted. 

Tur Presipent. The report of the Committee on Orphanages is 
before you. 

Dr. S. S. Howe. A question of privilege, if you will, before you 
pass away from your work on representation. I want to harmonize 
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the work you have approved just now with what is presented in the 
Foreign Missionary Report. 

Tun Preswent. Will you hear Doctor Hough ? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Docror Hovcn. I simply want to suggest something for you to 
rescind in the report you approved this morning on Foreign Missions, 
in respect to representation in General Conference, to be in har- 
mony with the report you have just now passed. The two do not 
agree, and that which you passed this morning reads as follows: 
“Bach foreign mission conference may be represented in the Gen- 
eral Conference by one delegate, who shall have an advisory relation 
and who shall be selected by the Foreign Mission Board, which board 
shall pay the necessary expenses.” “Appear under representation.” 

Now, you made a ruling saying in connection with the ratio of 
representation that “provided further that the number of delegates 
from foreign mission conferences, not in excess of the above ratios, 
and the manner of their election shall be determined by the Foreign 
Mission Board.” In harmony with the action you have just now 
passed, I would suggest that those of you who can make a motion, 
make a motion to rescind the action in the committee’s report, which 
I first read, and make this here stated to appear in that report of 
the Discipline under Foreign Missions to read as follows: “Provided 
further that the number of delegates from foreign mission confer- 
ences not in excess of the above ratios and the manner of their 
election shall be determined by the Foreign Mission Board.” And I 
would add this, “which board shall pay one-half of the expenses of 
the delegates.” 

Pror. H. H. Batsu. JI move the adoption of this. 

Seconded. 

Doctor Drury. I move the previous action in reference to this 
matter, to which Doctor Hough has referred, be rescinded. 

Seconded. 

Docror Drury. Was the report adopted ? 

Tue Presipent. ~ Yes, sir. 

Doctor Drury. Now, he proposes to change the action. Now, to 
do that, it is necessary to reconsider the former action, 

Seconded. 

The former action was reconsidered. 

Docror Drury. I move that the item be stricken out that effects 
the ratio, and then Doctor Hough suggests that the proposition he 
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has just submitted be made a substitute for that which is now in 
the report. 
_ Seconded. 

Tue Present. It is before you that it be made as.a substitute 
for the other motion. The secretary will read it. 

Secretary Keppel read, as follows: 


Provided further that the number of delegates from foreign mis- 
sion conferences of the General Conference not in excess to the 
above ratios in the annual conferences in America and the manner 
of their election shall be determined by the Foreign Mission Board, 
which board shall pay one-half the expenses of the delegates. 


Doctor Drury. I don’t want to oppose that, but I would like to 
have a statement of why this difference. There certainly is a rea- 
son for it.. If you can make it clear, just make a statement. 

Bisnor Kepuart. We have already adopted in the report of the 
Committee on the Church, this statement as to the representations 
of the foreign mission conferences. Doctor Hough now asks that 


we make this previous report on Foreign Missions correlate with that. 


Dr. C. M. Brooxr. Is there a difference between the home mission 
conferences and the foreign mission conferences? I am not clear 
on this. 

Bisop Howarp. On Page 129 of the. Discipline, on representa- 
tion, Article 19, “Representation,” there is a standard set to which, 
if native conferences should come, they can have representation in 


the General Conference. It is not likely that within the next four 


years that any native conferences would reach this standard. If 
they do, according to the Discipline as it stands here, the General 
Conference would have to pay all their expenses. Now, we don’t 
wish to take that entirely away, although you had three meetings of 
the Foreign Missionary Committee, it seems that it is very difficult 
to find any common rule that would apply to all our five fields, as 
everything is so different in Porto Rico, Africa, Japan, China, and 
the Philippine Islands, and we oppose this action, as it was passed 
this morning. And that seems to apply in all the other fields pretty 
well, except Porto Rico. But, unfortunately, the representatives 
from Porto Rico were not presént until after our action had been 
decided upon, but after we heard from them it seemed uecessary to 
make some further change: Now, it.is provided that the manner of 
the election and the manner of nominating the delegates from those 
foreign conferences will be left to the board—the electing will be 
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left with the native conferences, but the manner of the election, the 
manner of nominating, will be left to the board, and the board will 
pay one-half of the traveling expenses. 

Dr. S. S. Hoven. May I make a brief statement? A foreign mis- 
sion district, when it gets a certain number of members, may be 
‘made a foreign mission conference by action of the General Confer- 
ence. The same thing ought to be true in reference to a mission dis- 
trict at home. It cannot be constituted an annual conference until 
the General Conference approves of the same. All our conferences 


abroad have been admitted as regular foreign mission conferences. 


and have a right to representation in the General Conference, accord- 
ing to the plan adopted here to-night. But here is our difficulty: 
The question of expenses comes in. If the election of delegates be 
left to the foreign conferences, then they would send at least two 


delegates from each conference to the General Conference, and the 


expense would be very great for this body to bear. Hence, the recom- 
mendation to allow the Foreign Mission Board to determine the 
number of delegates to represent each field abroad, and that the 
Foreign Board pay half of the traveling expenses of the said dele- 
gates. At this present conference we are entitled to ten delegates 
from the foreign fields, but the Board felt each field should have 
but one delegate, and thus five delegates represent our five foreign 
conferences in this present General Conference. The Committee on 
Foreign Missions finds it a very difficult matter to adjust the repre- 
sentation from the foreign fields to the General Conference in a 
satisfactory way, and we therefore recommended that the whole 
relationship be advisory. ; 

Mr. L. O. Mitter. Before you vote on that, Mr. President, IT 
would like to state what is meant by half the expense. I hope you 
will not pass this motion as it is made, and according to the under- 
standing as has been given to me as your treasurer, it is this thought 
you would likely gather from that—it is half of their actual expenses. 
But the interpretation that is likely to be placed upon this if you 
‘pass it.as it is given you, is half the expense of a round trip from 
the foreign field. What to my mind would be just and equitable, 
so far as this fund is concerned, is to pay the round trip fare of a 
representative from the foreign field when he comes home to attend 
this annual conference. If, on the other hand, the Foreign Board 
appoints a representative from a foreign field to the General Confer- 
ence who is home on a furlough for a year or six months, whatever 
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that time may be prior to the General Conference, it is right 
and proper that the expense bill should be paid from the point where 
he starts to the General Conference, and not from a foreign field. 
One thing more, that you may see this situation. The Foreign 


' Society contributes according to the present basis, $50 to the expense 


funds for each foreign field, a total of $250. If you pass this bill 
and apply it for a round trip ticket, you will have charged against, 
this expense and turned from the General Conference Expense Fund 
to the credit of the Foreigm Missionary Society, $1,500 to $2,000, 
and I say that is not just. I ask you to think about that before 
you pass that bill. ; 

Dr. 8S. S. Houeu. If the Bishop please, I am very grateful to our 
Church Treasurer, who is very fair-minded, for giving us this infor- 
mation. There is no difference of opinion between Brother Miller 
and myself or the Foreign Board. The only question is the General 
Conference has never passed upon the question of expense, and the 
Foreign Board has done its utmost to cut down expenses, “and we 
don’t know any law to govern this matter. Here is the situation: 
It is your understanding, surely, that the General Conference should 
bear-the expense of every delegate that is to be sent from the foreign 
field. We have not brought people from the foreign field—natives— 
here simply for the reason that we don’t want to run up expenses, 
hence we put the representation on the basis of one from each field, 
instead of two, as four years ago. In the second place, we cannot 
have our missionaries represented in this General Conference in the 
middle of their term abroad and brought over here, for the work is 
imperiled through all these months of absence, if they would make 
that long trip. We cannot have representation in the General Confer- 
ence excepting we adjust this representation at a time when these 
persons can come home on furlough, so they can be here getting the 
necessary rest, either before the General Conference conyenes or after 
the General Conference convenes. Will you please remember that. 

The matter of selecting delegates for the General Conference was 
left to the Foreign Board. And whether the missionary selected to 
represent the foreign conferences has been home for several months, 
or has just returned from the field, should make absolutely no differ- 
ence, for the one that has just arrived will not return for. many 
months after the General Conference, and the one who came home 
months before the General Conference will return to the field soon 
after the Conference, and the expenses will be just the same. Our 


° 681 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


treasurer says he is ready to bear the round-trip traveling expenses 
for a delegate that has just arrived from the Orient, while he de- 
“clares he will not consider a bill for a delegate who has arrived some 
time ago, and will have to return to the field soon. That is the 


point of difference, What we need is for the Conference to pass 


upon a ruling that will not allow partiality or discriminating against 
one and in favor of another, The Foreign Missionary Socicty does 
not think it right that the treasurer pay the round-trip expenses of 
any foreign delegate, as he says he wants to do with some, neither 
does it think it right that any one should be discriminated against, 
in view of the difficulty in adjusting the furloughs to suit the time 
of the General Conference. The proposition is that we allow the 
Foreign Board to make all arrangements for the delegates to the 
General Conference, and that the said board bear half of the ex- 
penses. This Conference should be clear on this question and make 
a ruling that will govern us-in the future. There has never been 
a definition as to the expenses to be born by this body. Whether 
these expenses are to be from the field abroad to the General Con- 
ference and return, or whether from where the delegate enters the 
United States to the Conference and return to that point, or from 
the place where the delegate resides while on furlough. Let us have 
a clear understanding, so there will be no unfortunate statements 
that may lead some to think that some one is seeking to take advan- 
tage in this matter. So far as the board is concerned, it recommended 
this morning, and it was approved by this body, that the board bear 
all the expenses of the delegates, so as to avoid such misunder= 
standings. 

Mr. L. O. Minter. Just one word more. I don’t object, so far as 
I am concerned, to the payment of the legitimate expenses from the 
point from which they start, but to carry this out, it means this, 
as a result, that applied to all these foreign fields if they have one 
representative from each field, if they are all at home on a furlough, 
it will mean an expense for the five delegates representing your for- 
eign fields against your fund about one-fifth of your entire expense 
fund. Now, that is for you to determine. I don’t think it is right 
myself, thatfive representatives from the foreign field should come 
into this body and.take one-fifth of the total expense fund of a body 
of almost 220 delegates. 

Tue Present. Aré@ you ready to vote on this substitute offered 
by Doctor Drury? The secretary will please read it. 
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Secretary Keppel read: 


The number of delegates from the foreign mission conferences in 
the General Conference not in excess of the above ratios of the an- 
nual conferences in America and the manner of their election shall 
be determined by the Foreign Mission Board, which board shall pay 
one-half the expense of the: delegates. 


Doctor Funk. I move you that Item 5 be substituted for Item 5 
in our report, which refers to the payment of expenses. 

SrecreTARY Keppen. What is before us is a substitute for Article 5. 
You wish to amend to substitute? 

Doctor Funk. Yes, sir. To amend the substitute that the board 
shall pay the necessary expenses, 

The amendment was adopted. 

The substitute, as amended, was adopted. 

The report, as amended, was adopted. 

Secretary Kepren. There is one report that ought to be passed, 
because it involves the election of two boards, and that is the Com- 
mittee on Orphanages. 

THe Present. The secretary will read the Report on Orphanages, 

Mr. H. C. Cridland, of the Committee on Orphanages, gave the 
following explanation: . 


In the first place, in our recommendations, I want to call attention 
to Section 2, in which we suggest that the name of the United Breth- 
ren Orphanage and Home be changed to the Otterbein Home, and 
that the Quincey Orphanage and the Old People’s Home be known 
as the Quincy Orphanage and Home, striking out the words, “orphan- 
age and”; also in Items ‘1, 2, 3, under Section 11, changing the 
name to Otterbein Home, striking out the words “orphanage and,” 
after the word “Otterbein.” And then you this morning acted on 
Section 7, in the recommendations, adding the words to that section, 
‘Sn their territory as above named.” Then in Section 11, “orphan- 
ages, hospitals, and Old People’s Home,” will be the heading of the 
section. Item 1. The Quincy United Brethren Orphanage and 
Home, located at Quincy, Franklin County, Pennsylvania; The 
Otterbein Home, located at Union Village, Warren County, Ohio; 
the Colonel R. M. Baker Home, located at Otterbein, Los Angeles 
County, California, and the Beatrice United Brethren Hospital, lo- 
eated in Beatrice, Gage County, Nebraska, are recognized as sustain- 
ing well-defined relations to the Church as general institutions. 

Item 2. The territory which shall co-operate with the Quincy 
United Brethren Orphanage and Home shall comprise Allegheny, 
Erie, Pennsylvania, East Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, 
Chickamauga, East Tennessee, and Georgia-Florida conferences; 


683 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


with the Otterbein Home as comprising the remainder of the terri- 
tory, except that the Oregon, Columbia River, and California Con- 
ferences be given to the Colonel R. M. Baker Home when requested. 

Item 3. The General Conference shall elect trustees for the Quincy 
United Brethren Orphanage and Home and the Otterbein Home 
from their respective territories. The’ California Conference shall 
elect trustees for the Colonel R. M. Baker Home. The East Ne- 
braska Conference shall elect trustees for the Beatrice United Breth- 
ren Ilospital. : 

The rest of that section being as it is here. 


Mr. E. L. Suury. I am not going to discuss this, but I want to 
enter my protest—the so-called Otterbein Home comes into this 
Church by absolutely no authority of the Discipline, and the accept- 
ance of it by this Conference leaves it possible for any two men or 
any three men who are disposed to do so and can get up enthusiasm 
enough in the mind of the Editor of the Telescope to put any person 
and place on this Church without regard to law. That is all I have 
to say. I am not opposed to the home; I don’t want to be quoted in 
that way, for I have no criticism. We are paying every dollar the 
Otterbein Home is worth, and are loading ourselves with a burden 
that we will feel for years. There is no question in my mind what- 
ever, about that. It is a great work and ought to be done, and I 
simply want to be on record as opposed to this procedure, which is 
contrary to our law, and opening the way, as it does, for almost any- 
thing any of us may see fit to do. 

Tue Presipent. Is it not true that this, in the future, is sate- 
guarded ? 

Mr. E. L. Savery. No, it. is not. It was supposed to be safe- 
guarded in the old Discipline, and no attention was paid to the 
Discipline, and so anybody may do the same thing hereafter, 

Mr. R. H. Bennett. I think the same thing is illustrated by the 
Beatrice Hospital. J have known it for years. It is what a United 
Brethren can be proud of, but if every United. Brethren doctor can 
start a hospital at his own suggestion, as an independent enterprise, 
and conduct it as such, until it has given us standing, and then come 
fn and ask us to recognize it—there isn’t anything in our Discipline 
that safeguards us against that, because it is a new enterprise. Then 
he gets it in here and loads it on the General Conference, if we take 


it; that is just what they have done in all these instances, so far 
as I know. 3 
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Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska. I was on the committee to 


~ investigate the Beatrice United Brethren Hospital. Was appointed 


regularly by the East Nebraska Conference. Now, after numerous 
meetings, we reported to the conference—the institution was turned 
over to the conference. Its trustees were elected by the conference 
and, of course, was being supported by the conference. There are 
many other conferences around co-operating with it. It has not 
asked to be a general institution of the Church, and I simply want 
to say that an institution started by United Brethren has asked for 
the recognition of the Church. It is one settled on by the direction 
of the East Nebraska Conference. 

The report was adopted. ; 

Dr. J. M. Puiurrrr. I wanted just a word before the vote was 
taken, but I am willing to take, and invite, all the censure that this 
Church wants to give me, as may be indicated by the remarks in 
the protest, especially with reference to the Telescope. I think [ 
can see something in the future. I was a pastor in this church 
a number of years ago, and I sat at the table of some of my mem- 
bers, frugal in their habits, but I learned a little while afterwards 
that they went to the county home and died. That struck a dart 
through my heart, and I determined then if there was ever any 
way to stop that kind of disgrace, I would try to do it. It is getting 
late. Now, it is ten o’clock; we have waited until ten o’clock in the 
history of this denomination before we begin to do very much along 
the line that we ought to have started on. I don’t care to say any- 
thing more—if in the future there is any credit to be given to any- 
body, don’t give it to me. But I think I can look ahead to the time 
when some of us that are living now will not take the same attitude 
toward what is now the Otterbein Home, that is being taken by some. 
When the General Conference minutes are published, I will take 
this little speech that was made as a protest, and I will frame it and 
hang it up in the museum at the Orphanage. Then J will take what 
IT am saying and put my name under it as my confession of faith 
in the future of this institution, and hang them up side by side, 
and I will let God and this Church and the future decide whether 
this is a righteous or an unrighteous act. 

Dr. J. E. Four. I am sure that no one will deprive me of a word. 
T am in harmony with this institution, but I do hope that it will be 
the sense of the body that there shall not continue the kind of can- 
vass which has obtained for funds in the past, and I want to give 
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it as my deep conviction that such will not be necessary. because I 
believe that there will come to the home from now on, gifts from 
other lines which will not interfere with the general beneévolences 
of the Church, as the canvass of the past has been. I believe that 
an additional $25,000 has been provided for, and the rest of the 
debt will be taken care of along other lines. 

A motion to adjourn was made and seconded. 

Docror FunK. This is a promiscuous discussion and out of order, 
but if the privilege is accorded me for this last statement, I want 
to tell you that personally I gathered about $25,000 of the money 
that has been given to this home. I know about as much about 
gathering money in this Church as other people, and there isn’t a 
thousand dollars that come into my hands for this home that would 
have gone into any other interest in this Church, because I safe- 
guarded it and got ready to meet just such statements as were made. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, we could discuss this and can answer the things 
that have been said here in only one sentence—we either had to take 
this home when we did, or lose it. 

Dr. J. E. Four. <A question of privilege. Doctor Funk, was not 
a canvass conducted in the Sunday schools? : 

Docror Funk. Offerings were taken voluntarily by the Sunday 
schools. If one of them was asked to take an offering, I know noth- 
ing about it. And the offerings voluntarily came in. Is that wrong? 


The motion to adjourn prevailed, and the benediction was pro- 
nounced by Rey. S.. E. Taylor, of the Wisconsin Conference. 


TENTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


4:00 p.m., Sunday, May 18, 1913, 
MEMORIAL SERVICES. 

Bishop Weekley presiding. 

Rev. J. A. Pontius, of the Arion Quartet, led in singing, “There’s 
a land that is fairer than day.” 

Prayer by Rev. J. H.- Patterson, of East Ohio Conference. 

Two verses of “Oh, think of the home over there,” were then sung. 

Tue Presipent. We will have a number of addresses this hour, 
and of course, from the very nature of things, they will have to be 
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brief. Bishop Mills’ name appears first on the list: Bishop Castle 
agreed to make an address; but he was compelled to leave the aity 
a few days ago, and so wé have no ore heré especially prepared to 
take his place: 


[The secretary wrote to Bishop Castle, and he sent the following, 
to be inserted in the Conference minutes, which papet was prepared 
for this memorial service. ] 


BISHOP J. S. MILLS, D.D., LL.D. 


The Church mourns the departure of this remarkable man, and 
it is well that he should be remembered and honored by such a serv- 
ice as you have provided for on this occasion. But we must all ad- 
mit how empty and comfortless all human words, however fitly 
spoken, are at such a time as this. Some sorrows may be assuaged 
by human sympathy; others must be suffered in solitude. Geth- 
semane is for solitary feet. No sympathizing ones can go far into 
that sacred silence. The atmosphere is too oppressive, and the lone- 
liness too deep to be broken by any but a loved and lonely one. ATI 
others must “stay here,” like the disciples of old, while this lone one 
“oes yonder.” 

What heart has not passed into that midnight shade and cried, 
“Oh, but for the touch of a vanished hand, and the sound of a voice 
that is still!” 

May we not sometimes magnify sorrow that we desire to soothe, 
and for this reason hesitate to break the sacred silence by hasty 
footsteps, or by words of comfort and cheer too vocal: and untimely ? 
The grief is too great, the sorrow too new, the wound, too fresh for 
any human comfort to avail. Alone with God and the unseen, the 
mystic realm where comfort alone can be found. How empty and 
sounding all words of the merely mortal tongue in such a sacred 
presence. 

But while we admit the emptiness of human words at such a time, 
there comes through the ages words full of meaning and comfort: 
“The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms.” 

Public sympathy and lamentation over the fall of personal and 
official greatness is very proper and becoming. The valley of Moab 
was “a vale of tears” when Moses departed. All Judah and Jeru- 
salem lamented when Josiah fell. Respect for the departed is inter- 
woven with the very fiber of our being. When one falls who was so 
well known, whose character was so highly esteemed, and ‘whose la- 
bors were so extensive and vital to the Church, as in the ease of 
Bishop J. S. Mills, it becomes no less a melancholy privilege than a 
sacred duty to bear witness to his worth and the Church’s loss. 

Of few men in the Church could it be said with greater emphasis 
and more truth than of him, “Thou shalt be missed; because thy 
seat shall be empty.” Like Tennyson wrote of his departed friend, 
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Arthur Hallam, “I weep a loss forever:new.” Whittier says of an- 
other, 
; “Peace with thee, O our brother, 
In the spirit land, 
Vainly seek we for another 

In thy place to stand.” 

There is not one of us here on this occasion, and not one through- 
out the Church, that knew Bishop Mills, but confesses to a sense of 
such a loss. Others may succeed him in the Bishop’s office, and do 
great honor to the office, but few can take his place in the peculiar 
admiration and affection which grappled to him with hooks of steel- 
his friends, admirers, and acquaintances. Had he no faults and no 
weaknesses? Certainly he had. He would have been lonely among 
us without them, But in all the relation of life, as a husband, as a 
father, as a friend, as a scholar, as a preacher, and as_ Bishop, he 
was a pillar of strength and a fountain of joy. In days to come, 
when those who to him were dearest, sit in the solitude of a now 
broken circle, these sweet memories will come back to them to hallow 
the twilight hours. Do we not sometimes hear the voices of our 
departed loved ones, speaking to us in accents sweeter than the 
Aeolian harp, and there falls upon us a spell we could not break. 
nor would we if we could. 

As a student, Bishop Mills was most remarkable. Not having been 
able to complete a regular college curriculum, and not being of: vigor- 
ous health when young, he became, nevertheless, one of the finest 
scholars in the Church. He applied himself assiduously to reading 
and study, and thus compensated for the loss of educational training 
by systematic habits of study. He was a great lover of literature, 
a student of books, pa\ient in research, persistent in industry, with 
wonderful power of acquisition. Profound, yet like Thomas Chal- 
mers, “in simplicity, he was a child,” a strange quality of heart and 
life; a beautiful unconsciousness of self. He believed what he said, 
and had the courage to say what he believed. 

He was profoundly sincere, and this made him dear to others. 
While he was humble, he did not distrust his own power, or hesi- 
tate to express his opinion. : 

The appeal of his work was, to him, supreme. He spared not him- 
self; seemed to care nothing for himself as against his work. His 
ambition was to serve his Church. Home and friends never inter- 
fered. He was always ready to sacrifice himself and his own necds 
for the good of others. The word “service” defined his life and mis- 
sion. He was firm, but not obstinate; helpful, but not officious. He 
was not only a great thinker, he was a great teacher. He found time 
amidst the cares of a busy career to read much miscellaneous liter- 
ature, He soon and easily mastered a book, and then passed it on. 

He was careful and faithful in the details of his work, untiring 
in his preparation for pulpit and platform; patient and courteous 
toward all, even those differing with him; mild in manner and eon- 
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servative of feeling in his association with the lowly in culture and 
manner of living, thus making friends of all. In him the poor had 


‘an advocate, the oppressed an ally, and the penniless, a friend. 


He was clear in his processes of thought, earnest and forceful in 
speech; he was the eloquence of persuasion. Rhetorical embellish- 
ments adorned his utterances, but were rendered largely useless by 
the force of conviction. 

He had a judicial turn of mind, which served him and the Church 
in a masterful way. His natural, analytical faculty, sharpened by 
years of ample practice, enabled him to uncover a moral and sci- 
entific principle from a mass of sophistry, extract truth from any 
web of accidental or extraneous circumstances, and hold it up in 
the clear, pure light of reason. Thus he wrought conscientiously 
and scrupulously, desiring and bravely determining to do what his 


- deliberate judgment decided was right. He listened to the reasonings 


of others, but was guided by his own reason. No corrupt motives in- 
fluenced his administrative work. He brought to the office of Bishop 
an enlightened intellect by broad and careful study, which made his 
services invaluable to the board and the Church. It is not strange 
that his efforts challenged favorable comment; and early placed him 
among the best administrators that the Church has ever had. 

He was more a Christian than a churchman, and yet he was un- 
questionably loyal to his own denomination. He kept the lofty plane 
of Christian brotherhood, and sought the largest possible unity of 
the whole family of God. He would not stoop to the petty arts of 
a narrow ecclesiasticism to build up his own Church. This is fully 
verified in the part he bore in the Tri-Councils held in the recent 
past, and in the marvellous address which he prepared for delivery 
at the last General Conference. No comment is needed on that ad- 
dress. It challenged the admiration of the whole Church when de- 
livered in his lifetime, and now, at this side of his grave, all unite 
to bestow deserving and well-earned eulogies upon him and his work. 

Was he a successful pastor? Let the charges he served, some of 
the very best in the denomination, answer. Was he a successful 
teacher? Let the hundreds of college students and the hundreds of 
preachers and pastors through the Church answer. Was he a suc- 
cessful Bishop? Let the hundreds of conference sessions, held in 
this and foreign countries, answer. Was he successful as a parlia- 
mentarian and an administrator of law? Let the many boards on 
which he served through the Church, answer. 

His life was charming with kindly words, generous deeds, thought- 
ful action, and friendly smiles. These may be common things to 
name, but true character is largely a composite of such things. These 
small things, if you wish to so call them, make or unmake the life. 

He was scrupulously honest. No ill-gotten gain clung to his 
fingers. He knew that no man was ever rich for what he stole. 
His friends were not confined to his associates in office, to those 
ed as his peers, but to those in humblest birth and plainest 
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homes as well. He could kneel beside the poorest and most un- 
lettered, forgetful that any dignity attached to him that would sep- 
arate him from the humblest follower of the lowly Nazarene. While 
there sometimes seemed the imperious, he was withal gentle, and 
there beat within that manly breast a heart as tender as that of 
a woman’s. He had a head always cool, and a heart always warm. 
Preacher or layman, ditcher or dignitary, cobbler or Congressman, 
porter or President, Bishop or baker, he would have been the same. 

To speak of him as a friend would be to open thousands of flood- 
gates, through which would pour a lacrymal sea. To thousands he 
was a father in tenderness of counsel, a brother in promptitude of 
aid. Deep in his bosom were rooted the rare qualities of unspeakable 
affection, and when he was carried away in his coffin, the affection 
of thousands of hearts went with him. 

As a Christian and as a minister, he believed in the great funda- 
mentals of Christianity. He planted his feet firmly on the doctrine 
of immortality. With him, if immortality was not a fact, then life ; 
is hideous absurdity. He believed in the Galilean Carpenter. He 
believed if ever man was God, or God, man, Jesus was both. \Gul- 
tured as he was, he did not believe that culture could cure sin; he 
believed in the remedy divine. So he lived and so he died, trusting 
in the infinite merits of the sacrifice of the Son of God. 

If “to live in hearts we leave behind is not to die,” then Bishop 
Mills is not dead. He lives in the memory of thousands of hearts. 
He needs no other monument to perpetuate his name. There are 
statues of bronze and marble, gilded like the sunset sky, or white 
like the snow on an untraversed mountain, erected to the “memory 
of the departed. There are graveyards where storied, urns rehearse 
the virtues of the sleepers underneath. The lofty shaft that marks 
the resting place of some loved one on the shore of the restless sea ; 
the stately mausoleum at Springfield that contains the ashes of the 
martyred Abraham Lincoln; the costly tomb on Euclid Avenue in 
Ohio’s city by the lake, that guards the precious dust of the im- 
mortal Garfield; the vault under the weeping willows of Mt. Vernon 
on the Potomac, where repose the bones of Washington, our George 
the First, are monuments of art, whose fame will be long lasting. 
But these will perish sometimes. Even that which is said to be 
the tallest monument on earth, erected to the memory of the Father 
of Our Country, will crumble to dust. In Trafalgar Square, Lord 
Nelson is held in memory, and in Westminster Abbey, England’s 
mighty dead are on marble slabs beneath your fect. All over this 
earth monuments are built to the memory of our mighty dead. 

Where shall we build a monument to the memory of this sery 
of Jesus Christ? Out of what material shall we make it? 
will corrode, and marble will moulder. 
labors belong? Shall we build it in Palestine, not far from the 
eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea? Or shall we build it in 
China, or Japan, or the Philippine Islands, or in Africa, or in 
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America? May not Africa have first claim? Was it not there 
that he virtually laid down his life? He came home from that 
country, never to be well again. If we were to build a material 
monument to his memory, we would need one on many mountain- 
sides, in.many a verdant vale, one in many a park and flower- 
garden, in many a thronging and crowded city, in many a little 
town and quiet village, as well as country neighborhood. 

Where, then, shall we build his monument? Never again on 
earth shall we see his manly form. Never again will he bow and 
tip his hat, and shake hands as he was always wont to do in street, 
and home, and hall, and church. May I answer the question, where? 
He has answered it himself. He has already built his own monu- 
ment. He has built it-in the hearts and lives of the thousands to 
whom he has ministered. He has built it in the undying souls he 
has helped on and up to heaven. Many of the things that our friend 
and brother achieved of an earthly nature will fade and wither away; 
but every atom he wrought into the slowly-rising monument of a 
life redeemed to goodness, will survive the floods and fires of time. 
Winter snows will drift above his grave, warm spring-time rains will 
woo the flowers from the sod that covers him, summer suns and 
autumn winds with blooming flowers will weave above him wreaths 
of green and gold; but he will live on, and in many a.mind will abide 
the recollection of his words and works. 

Did we love him? This I need not tell. Then let us emulate 
and imitate those graces that distinguished him. I address you 
Christians, members of this General Conference, who have wor- 
shiped with him in many churches, and have bowed with him in 
prayer, and have knelt with him at the sacramental altar; I address 
you, and admonish you, by the speedy coming of the guest whom few 
invite, whom all must entertain, Death, and by the approaching 
judgment, that as you loved him in life, respect and honor him now, 
by trusting now, and always, his God, our God, and our fathers’ God. 

Here we say our good-by—our “God be with you”—till in the 
purple East the morning dawns, and the death shadows flee away. 
Why our Bishop, brother, friend, lover was taken and others, “cum- 
berers of the ground,” remain, we do not know, 

As we gather to-day to pay tribute to our departed brother, we 
easily recall how he stood by our side and helped to bear the burdens 
of our Church, through some of its hardest struggles, filled the high 
office of Bishop, whose spirit, we may easily believe, is still with us. 
We think of him now no longer. amid the struggles of earth, but 
amid the joys of heaven; no longer fighting the battles which he 
believed important to the Church, but wearing a crown and at home 
in the city of God. His life was a great success, and his death a 


great. victory. 





THE PRESIDENT. Doctor Landis has been asked to speak with ref- 
erence to the life of Bishop D. Kk. Flickinger, 
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Dr. J. P. Landis spoke as follows: 


Daniel Kumler Flickinger. I do not know much about his early 
life. He was born in Seven Mile, Butler County, Ohio, on the 
twenty-fifth day of May, 1824. Although I don’t know very much 
about his early life, his boyhood life and much of his early manhood. 
I know something of his lineage. He was the grandson of Bishop 
Henry Kumler, Senior. His mother was a sister to Bishop Henry 
Kumler, Junior. That he was a Kumler, is enough. That is a 
royal family, after the American conception of royalty. They are a 
class of noble, broad-minded, aspiring, thrifty, earnest, if I have 
not already said that, devoted people, given to high ideals. They 
are historic in the Church. They have taken eminent places in busi- 
ness circles, in social circles, in professional circles. If I were to 
just indicate a few names in the law, I would have to point to Judge 
Phillip Kumler, of Cincinnati, to Judge Daniel Kumler, of Evans- 
ville, to Judge John Kumler, of Toledo, Ohio, and Judge Alvin W. 
Kumiler, of Dayton, Ohio, one of the strongest and most useful, most 
able judges that ever sat upon the Dayton bench. If I were to turn 
to the ministry, I should have to name Daniel Kumler, of Seven 
Mile, he who accompanied Brother Shuey, and the subject of our talk 
this afternoon, of our consideration this afternoon, to Africa. He 
was an M.D., Dr. Daniel Kumler. I should have to name Francis 
Marion Kumler and Luther Kumler, the son of Daniel Kumler, and 
John A. Kumler, who was known in these parts, I think, and Jere- 
miah Prophet Elijah Kumler, who was an eloquent preacher and 
a mighty man of God. To be a Kumler in the Miami Valley in 
particular, is greater than a king, and yet, however, who should have 
come into that region some years ago and not have been drawn 
into this connection would have betrayed practical evidence that. 
there was something wrong with his moral and social constitution. 
He was as certain to be drawn into that circle as the fly is certain 
to be drawn to the uncovered bowl of honey, and .with similar re- 
sults, who had this sort of blood in his veins. 

In business circles, I not only could mention the name of that 
royal, noble man of Dayton, that liberal, broad-minded, aspiring, 
devoted, consecrated, active, musical, sparkling son of God, Samuel 
E. Kumler. And in that connection, I should have to mention his 
queenly sister, Mrs. D. L. Rike, who lives now in Redlands, Cali- 
fornia. 

On his father’s side he was also of noble descent, though the 
family on that side are not as conspicuous in our history, they 
have been and still are conspicuous in other particulars and in other 
spheres. His father was Jacob Flickinger, who was a minister in 
the Miami Conference. So much for his lineage. 

He was converted at the age of fifteen. At the age of twenty-six, 
just a few years thereafter, he was licensed to preach the gospel. 
After that, in 1850, he became a missionary, interested in missions, 
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and went with Kumler and Shuey to Africa to locate the first mis- 
sion of our Church. Two years after that, on his second return 
from Africa, just prior to the sitting of the General Conference in 
Cincinnati, 1857, he was made a delegate to that Conference, and 
there he inspired that body with the missionary work which had 
gone before. John C. Bright was the corresponding secretary of the 
Board of Missions before that, but Daniel Kumler Flickinger, a 
young man with his enthusiasm, so inspired that audience, lifted 
up their ideals to such a lofty height, set before them so plainly the 
duty of the Church to all the world, to go forth and disciple all the 
world, that they elected him Secretary of Missions, in which office 


he continued until 1885. In 1865, in the General Conference which 


convened in Western, Iowa, the Missionary Visitor was projected, 
and he was made the editor of that, and continued to edit that 
journal till 1885, when at the General Conference held at Fostoria, 
Ohio, he was made Missionary Bishop, in which office he continued 
for four years, at the conclusion of which the office was discontinued, 
and the split in the Church came, as you krow. 

How much this Church owes to that man,’to his heroism, to his 
industry, to his fidelity to this great office, to his activities in it, 
to his initiative, to his everlasting restlessness.in promoting the in- 
terest for the cause of foreign missions, nobody is able to tell. 
We could not put it into words. 

At college, I roomed with his son—with one of his sons for two 
years—and it just came about that I became socially very well 
acquainted with Bishop Flickinger, and he was interested in every- 
thing that was good and noble; interested im missions, which was 
upon his mind and his heart everlastingly. About this he talked, 
about this he prayed, of this he thought, of this he wrote, and it was 
manifest bythe productions of his pen. The first production, if I 
mistake not, was “Sketches of Men and Things in Western Africa,” 
which was issued in 1857. The same year, I believe it was, that 
another book came from the joint pen of Flickinger and McKee, 
“Ethiopia Coming to God.” In two years after that he issued an- 
other, “The Mission of the Church.” I have forgotten the precise 
title of that book—“Church’s Marching Orders”—yes, that was. it. 
And then in 1889, he furnished us a little volume, giving us the 
history of the mission work in the Church, 1853—1889. Thus his 
activities were continuous; he was like perpetual motion. And not 
only was he interested in missions—I shall not detain you but a 
moment longer; he was not only interested-in missions, but he was 





- interested in every other good cause. He was interested in education, 


he was one of the founders of the Seminary. I shall not forget his 
visit to the city of Columbus, when spending my first vacation as a 
theological student in that city. He and one of the Bishops came 
to the place where I was boarding and took dinner with us, and spent 
the afternoon with us, and he and the Bishop were planning about 
this new institution that was abott to be, located, and the important 
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question with them was, where this institution should be -located. 
They had thought something of Pennsylvania, they had thought 
something of locating it in connection with one of the other schools. 
Young green-horn as I was, I opposed that, and said that “the only. 
place for that institution for a variety of reasons was Dayton, Ohio.” 
IT don’t know that my expostulations or my suggestions had anything | 
to do finally with its location, but at any rate, I am: simply giving 
you this as an incident. 

Bishop Flickinger was not what. you .call an eloquent preacher; 
he was a plain, earnest, pointed, biblical preacher. He and Doctor 
Shuey, early in their ministerial career, published a volume, Shuey 
and Flickinger; I don’t remember the exact title of the book, and 
he was likewise a diligent personal worker, pointing men to the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world. He was orthodox to 
the very core; he believed in the fundamental truths which the 
United Brethren have always loved to preach and held to that. till 
the end. I wish that we might all, from first to last, ministry and 
laymen in our Church, have the same devotion abroad, because that 
looks out over the world and sympathizes with those who sit in the 
region of death, the shadow of death, and death lies in utter dark- 
ness. JI wish that we could have the same eternal energy and vigor 
in pushing those interests to which the Church calls us. Bishop 
Flickinger was one of God’s noblemen. 


Tne Prestenr. Bishop Flickinger’s death was beautiful. JT held 
the last conference he ever attended, which was in August, 1912. He 
was present on Sunday and sat within the altar railing through the 
morning service, and was out in the evening again to hear Doctor 
Landis preach. He then went to Columbus to visit his son on Mon- 
day, and on Tuesday the chariot came, and he was no more, because 
God took him. 

Tue Present. Rev. George Geiger, of the Southeast Ohio Con- 
ference, will now review briefly the life and character of Rev. J. B. 
Mathias, of the Southeast Ohio Conference. 

Rey. George Geiger spoke as follows: 


Rev. J. B. Mathias was born in one of the royal United Brethren 
homes, and at a very early age, perhaps twelve years, was converted 
and attended the annual conference. His name was that of his pas- 
tor, Joel Brundage. His life from that time on was after the char-° 
acter of the home in which he lived. He completed the ecommon- 
school education and-entered the work of teaching in his county. 
He was one of the practical, strong, theoretical men in his work in 
that. He became prominent in Sunday-school work in his early life; 


it was in that work that I first became intimately acquainted with 
him. 
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We were neighbors in a sense, the little river, the Hocking River, 
divided us and there was no bridge, and our acquaintance was not 
as it would have been if that had not been true. In 1825, this young 
man came to me—I had passed through a remarkable evangelistic 
campaign. Rey. A. E. Wright, now Doctor Wright, of Chicago, 
was to be recommended to the annual conference that fall from our 
church—from our home church—three young men had heen con- 
verted, that were to receive license and whom since that time have 
been successful ministers in the Church. One of them having passed 
a few years ago to the city of God. This young man came to me 
and said, “I want to tell you something, my heart is warm. I would. - 
like to join this band of young men who are looking toward that 
work. Would it be prudent for me to come over and join your 
ehureh, just a little ways across the river, and join in with. these 
young men?” JI said to him, “The work? is right, the motive is right, 
but I would suggest to any young man to:unite himself with the 
home work and his church and can better do the work of the Mas- 
ter.” Afterwards he thanked me for this. He was soon ordained, 
soon joined the conference, and in ‘three years was ordained and re- 
ceived a charge from the conference. Afterwards: he went to the 
Seminary and completed a course there, coming back to the Scioto 
Conference, as it was then. He was elected secretary and continued 
as secretary in that conference, and the Southeast Ohio Conference 
later, for fifteen years. For eight years of that time the records 
were recorded in a journal, and that journal is a model of beauty 
and of exactness, of every line and of every page. Not a single blot 
or a single mistake marks all those years. He was a man of keen 
sensibility, he was a man of keen conscientiousness, and yet of 
keen sensibility. His motives and purposes were always right. His 
disposition to give himself to his Lord and to his Church was never 
questioned. Later on, he was elected presiding elder of the South- 
east Ohio Conference, and four years ago was elected to the General 
Conference and served with his delegation with honor. 

I want to say for him that his splendid life, that splendid life, 
was in a fragile body never very strong, always sensitive, his nerves 
were easily wrought. He was keen to resent a slight or injustice, or 
quick to resent that. This gave him much unhappiness along the 
journey of life, but yet never to turn him back or to turn him aside 
from his work. In his last illness, he was found believing that he 
would be restored to health till the very last, till an expert had de- 
cided that tuberculosis had begun rapid ravages. He would not 
give up, and the morning of his death none of us believed that he 
was nearing the river, but he said, after he had eaten a slight break- 
fast, “Mamma, the time has come, I must go, let us be brave—I will 
go on before and you and the children will come after.” And before 
the sun had reached the meridian, his spirit had fled and gone home 
to God. May it be true that his family shall follow him to the spirit 
home in the other world. 
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Tur Present. Rey. Dr. Trueblood will now speak briefly con- 
cerning the life and labors and death of Brother Sheridan Garman, 
one of the presiding elders of this Northern Illinois Conference. 

Doctor Trueblood spoke as follows: 


Rey. Sheridan Garman was born August 1, 1866, in Cumberland 
County, Pennsylvania. He died at Galesburg, Illinois, November 
29, 1912, in the prime of life, being forty-six years of age. He was 
a son of Rey. John Garman, an honored minister in this Church. 

Many men pass from the community in which they live to take 
up their abode in another locality, and pass out_of our minds and 
are soon forgotten. Others live, though we call them dead, the final 
word in reference to those who live with us, whose lives are worthy 
and have touched ours with blessings, is never spoken. From our 
first meeting we were good friends, and in our closer associations 
this fellowship continued until he passed away to the beyond to 
live with the angels and with God. As we at this time endeavor 
to express, as best we may, the loving appreciation of the life and 
deeds of our brother who has been called out of our earthly fellow- 
ship, from the church militant to the church triumphant, we are 
again deeply reminded of the great loss we have sustained with the 
departure of one whom we all loved most tenderly. 

Early recognizing the call of God into the ministry of the Church, 
Brother Garman entered Lebanon Valley College and graduated from 
that institution in 1896, The next day after his graduation he was 
AUATTION “OPM IBS hy sees Sct a ee ee , and a little later en- 
tered Bonebrake Theological Seminary (then the Union Biblical 
Seminary), from which institution he graduated in 1901. After his 
graduation he went to Wisconsin, where he served in the pastorate 
until coming to the Northern Illinois Conference. In this confer- 
ence he served effectually several parishes, but at one time becoming 
discouraged in the work, he was persuaded to accept the secretary- 
ship of an insurance order for one year. But atthe end of the year, 
under the former conviction of the Spirit, he told many of his 
friends that he would remain true to the call of the ministry until 
the Lord took him from the earth. This he did, and soon after re- 
entering the active work, was elected presiding elder, in which ca- 
pacity he served most effectually until his death. For a number of 
years he was the treasurer of Northern Illinois Conference, and he 
was always faithful and painstaking in all his work. He several 
times borrowed money from the banks upon his own responsibility 
to pay the home missionary pastor. 

While in college and the Seminary, he was most kind, courteous, 
and respectful to all-with whom he was associated, and his demeanor 
was such that no one could but show him the same courtesies. 

In his ministerial life he was a tireless toiler, steady and true, 
and always known to be a friend upon whom all could depend, and 
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was always anxious to secure the comfort and pleasure of those 


associated with him. To know him and appreciate him you must 


have associated with him in his private life, where he was always 
congenial, patient, and loving, and could not do too much for his 
close friends. He was neat and tidy in his personal appearance, 
which was an index to his character. 

He was a deep thinker and thorough student, but I am not unkind 
if I state that he was not a popular preacher, but he was deep and 
masterful in the presentation of gospel truth. Often his sermonic 
thought was beyond the powér of his congregation to understand. 

The whole Church, and Northern Illinois Conference, especially. 
have sustained a great loss. The spirit of Elijah was upon him. 
There remains no more for us to do but to tenderly revere his saintly 
life. Though dead, yet he speaketh. His departure was rather sud- 
den. He held his last quarterly meeting just four weeks before his 
death, .and went out from our homes and hearts, expecting to return, 
but alas, we did not know. 

How expressive in his case are the words of Anna S. Swan, “Tf we 
but knew.” : 

“Tf we but knew that through the closing door 
Some one we love would enter nevermore, 
Would we not hasten with our richest store ? 
2 If we but knew! 


“Tf we but knew from the market-place 
Soon we should miss some kind, familiar face, 
Would our cold greetings not be touched with grace? 
If we but knew! 


“Tf we but knew some heart beside our own 

Had walked in dark Gethsemane alone; 

Oh, with what largess would our love be shown, 
If we but knew! 


“Dear Jesus, patient, understanding, kind, _ 
Why are thy lost sheep in a winter wind? 
forgive us, that we are so willful blind, 

Teach us to know!” 

Tur Praswenr. Rev. J. A. Groves will now tell us something 
about the life and labors of Rev. S. O. Oyler, one of God’s noblemen 
in the St. Joseph Conference. 

Rey. J. A. Groves spoke as follows: 

In order that I might keep in sight of the time, I have placed on 
paper what I shall have to say, and I am not accustomed to reading 


when I am preaching, and I may not be able to read as I could 
speak concerning this good man and brother. 
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Rev. L. O. Oyler was born near Richfield, Indiana, January 19, 
1868; died in Huntington, Indiana, December 15, 1909. He grew up 
a motherless boy from the age of three, and a fatherless boy from 
the age of nine years. However, he found a splendid home with his 
uncles, William and Isaac Whistler, where he received good, reli- 
gious training in these splendid United Brethren homes. Henee, it 
is no surprise to find that he was received into the United Brethren 
Church at the age of eleven, and lived a good. Christian life. He 
was a Y. M. C. A. enthusiast, and in 1890, while employed as man- 
ager in one of the large department stores of Lafayette, Indiana, he 
was the chief mover in the organization of a splendid Y. M. C. A., 
which has become one of the greatest religious factors of that city: 
In a great revival held in Grace United Brethren Church, Lafayette, 
Indiana, in 1891, he received a wonderful spiritual uplift, and in it 
he felt his call to the ministry. He received his quarterly confer- 
ence license at a quarterly conference held September 5, 1891. Rev. 
C. H. Bell, uncle to our most worthy Bishop, presiding elder, pre- 
siding. 

His educational advantages consisted of a common-school course 
through the grades and high school, a full course in Lafayette Busi- 
ness College, one year in Purdue University, and a_three-years’ 
course in Union Biblical, now Bonebrake Theological Seminary, 
graduating in May, 1894. 

It was here that I first met’ Brother Oyler, and with me it was 
love and appreciation at first sight. We became fast friends, al- 
though I was two years his senior in the Seminary. 

Brother Oyler joined the St. J oseph Conference at a session held 
in North Manchester, Indiana, September 7, 1892, Bishop J. Weaver, 
presiding. On May 8, 1894, he was ordained by the laying on of 
the hands of our beloved Bishop Castle, assisted by Bishop E. B. Kep- 
hart and J. W. Hott. ; 

As a pastor in St. Joseph Conference, he traveled the following 
charges: Bersim Springs, two years; Cluneette, two years; Legonies, 
two years. Here he became very much tempted concerning his eall 
to the ministry. Bremen, six years. Here was the crowning of his 
ministry, great ingathering of souls, and the building of a splendid 
church-house and an excellent parsonage. Irom here he was placed 
on a district, where he served most acceptably for two years. When 
the conference, in 1908, went to the superintendenecy, he was sent 
as pastor to Huntington, Indiana, where he held a most excellent 
pastorate for one year, when he was re-elected presiding elder, which 
position he only had the privilege of filling a few months, when the 
good Lord took him home to his reward. 

Brother Oyler, though young in years, had filled many respon- 
sible positions in his conference. Three. times elected presiding 
elder, once delegate to the General Conference. He was secretary 
of the Conference Church Erection Board, chairman of the Church 
Federation Committee, member of the Foreign Missionary Com- 


698 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


mittee, also a member of the board of directors of the Indiana State 
Sunday-school Association, and did splendid and efficient work in 
all of these departments. 

Brother Oyler was a good friend and a safe counselor. He was a 
strong preacher and a tireless worker. No task was too hard or trip 
too great for him to take for the kingdom and the Church. He liter- 
ally gave his life for the kingdom of Christ and the United Brethren 
Church, which he loved. He was stricken with acute Bright’s dis- 
ease, while preaching in Calvary United Brethren Church, Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, on the subject, “The Gospel for the Whole World.” 
He never preached in public again, but preached many sermons while 
on his sick bed. In his death he had a great triumph. We, his 
brothers in the ministry, laid his body to rest in the beautiful cem- 
etery at North Manchester, with that of A. M. Cummens, F. Thomas, 
R. P. Burtons, and others of sacred memory to many of us. 


Tur Presipent. JI see next on the program the name of Dr. D. R. 
Miller, of Sandusky Conference, one of the strongest and best known 
men this Church ever produced; strong in the pulpit and on the 
platform, strong as a financial manager, strong as a leader, and 
indeed I may say he was strong in all those things which go to 
make up a truly great man. Rev. Dr. Lilly, of the Sandusky Con- 
ference, will speak touching Doctor Miller. 

Doctor Lilly spoke as follows: 


Dr. D. R. Miller was born in Auglaize County, Ohio, June 13, 
1835, and died at the home of his son, our worthy Church Treas- 
urer, in Dayton, Ohio, August 9, 1909, at the age of 74 years, 1 
month, and 26 days. : 

He was converted when a young man, and at the age of twenty-two, 
felt the call to ministry of the Word. About 1866 he was re- 
ceived into the Auglaize Conference, but in a few years was trans- 
ferred to the Sandusky Conference. Elements of leadership were 
soon manifest, and for many years he was considered among the ablest 
men in his conference. He served as presiding elder for several 
years, was general agent for Fostoria Academy, Otterbein Univer- 
sity, Bonebrake Theological Seminary, and was its manager for 
twelve years, and a foreman, or manager, of the Book Store, at Day- 
ton, Ohio. He was elected a delegate to General Conference in 1873, 
and was a member of each succeeding General Conference until that 
held at Topeka, eight years since. He also rendered valuable service 
to the State. Was Superintendent of the Girls’ Industrial Home, 
at Delaware, Ohio, Chaplain of the Ohio Penitentiary, and an influ- 
ential member of the city council of Dayton, Ohio. Always stand- 
ing on the right side of moral questions, and for elvie righteousness. 
Called by the State and the Church to these honorable and respon- 
sible positions, which he filled so acceptably, yet his greatest joy 
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was in the preaching of the word. He was from a family of min- . 
isters. One of five brothers, all faithful and able heralds of the 
cross, one of whom is an honored member of this body. Every man 
has his special gifts. When converted and called to this sacred work, 
he does not lose his personality, but those gifts are consecrated to 
the service of God and humanity, and those powers turned in the 
channels of God’s purposes. We have the heroic Peter, the logical 
Paul, and eloquent Appolos. Not only did our dear brother, through 
his able, earnest, and impressive presentation of the gospel, supple- 
mented with a consistent, Christian life, win many from the paths 
of sin to the better life and the service of Jesus Christ, but through 
the general gatherings and councils of the Church, left his impress 
upon the denomination. His interest in the Church of his choice 
and to which he gave increasing devotion never waned. When the 
shadows were lengthening, and he was nearing the sunset, he was 
found in active service, with less physical vigor, but an undying 
passion for souls, and love for the Church. He has heard the “Well 
done” from the Master, and entered into rest. 


THe Presipent. You will now listen to the Arion Quartet. 

The Arion Quartet then beautifully rendered “Some Blessed Day.” 

Tue Presipent. Bishop Kephart will now speak briefly touching 
the life of Samuel Kumler, whose pastor he was when he died. 

Bishop Kephart spoke as follows: 


To express the appreciation that should be expressed concerning 
the life and character of Brother S. E. Kumler, even the least com- 
prehensive treatment in the brief time that we have this afternoon, 
would to me be quite impossible. We all have known Brother 
Kumler, if not in person, in reputation, I am sure. I became per- 
sonally acquainted with him when I became pastor of the First 
Church, in Dayton, and I knew him very intimately from that time ~ 
until his death. I simply want to speak of some few characteristics 
of Brother Kumler’s life as it presented itself to me. I found in 
Brother Kumler an earnest and devoted Christian; of course, as 
Brother Kumler was Brother Kumler in every relation, he was 
Brother Kumler as a Christian man. Unlike other men, for he was 
not moulded after the type of other men, he was of his own type, but 
splendidly moulded and splendidly devoted to the kingdom of Jesus 
Christ and to the work of the Church, and splendidly devoted in his 
own personal life. I recognized in him an earnest, Christian man, 
believing truly in Jesus Christ, his Savior, and accepting with un- 
questioned fidelity the great truths of the Word of God, and de- 
livered his life up to God for his service. I found in Brother Kum- 
ler also a sympathetic friend and a wise counsellor. He was a close 
friend, always approachable, always ready to help, always ready to 
sympathize in any condition of Christian life and Christian work. 
Indeed, if I should say that any one was my chief advisor during his 
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life, and chief counsellor during his life, in connection with my min- 
istry at Dayton, I would have to say it was Brother Kumler. > 

He was in a very, very decided sense, the leader of the forces 
of that church while he lived. And so he stood as the friend of the 

' pastor, and not only as a friend of the pastor, but as the friend of 
every one to whom there presented any opportunity to him to be a 
friend. Many, many things that Brother Kumler did as a friend of 
the poor and needy of the city of Dayton, and of our own Church, 
will never be known until they are known from the records on high, 
for he delighted, without anybody knowing anything about it, to 
give help here, and to give help there, and to give help yonder; and 
once in a while these things would become known concerning him._ 
He was to every one, no matter whether rich or poor, who needed 
a most earnest, helpful, and sympathetic friend. 

I found in Brother Kumler also an active worker in the church 
of Jesus Christ. As I have said to you, he was not, because of his 
choice in election or anything of that kind, but because of his own 
distinct personality he was in a very important sense a leader in 
the forces. of the Church; regular in attendance upon the church 
service and regular in attendance upon its business meetings, and 
everything of that character. His peculiar delight and his peculiar 
field of activity was in the Sunday school, of which he was super- 
intendent for over thirty-five years, and to that he gave the energy 
of his life, so far as Christian work is concerned, in its largest ex- 
pression. Peculiarly apt and versatile in his work as Sunday-school 
superintendent, it has been said of him that he never opened the 
Sunday school twice the same way. Now, as to that fact, I could 
not say that that is true, but I do know that there was a marked 
variety in his method of conducting the Sunday school, so that every- 
body was interested in everything that was done. Thus, he con- 
tributed very largely in maintaining the life and energy and activity 
of the Sunday school, and the fact hat he was continued in that 
place for thirty-five years, and so far as it seemed, would have been 
continued for thirty-five more, if he had lived that long, shows his 
capacity and adaptability, and versatility. And along with this I 
want to say that he was a very liberal contributor to all the work of 
the Church. Liberal in that which was known, and liberal in that 
which was unknown. Very frequently, when there came need for 
special funds or contributions in the Sunday school, there would 
come large contributions from this class or that class and the other 
class, and when it was found out, Brother Kumler had slipped it out 
here and there and given money into the hands of this one, or that 
one, and it came in as the contribution of the class, nobody knowing 
anything of it, but Brother Kumler himself had contributed largely. 
One incident in his life—we were asked, a few years ago, to con- 
tribute a window from the Sunday school to the church at Piqua, 
and the Sunday school felt that it was hardly prepared to do that, 
but Brother Kumler, in referring to it, said that he rather wished 
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that the Sunday school would do it; he thought they could do it. 
Everybody knew what that meant, and knew that the money would 
come, and so when the day came for the money to be contributed, 
the amount I believe was $150, the contribution was given, and it 
was $150. And as we could learn, there was something like $100 of 
it the direct gift of Brother Kumler himself. Nobody questioned that 
it would be done when it was proposed by him. Thus he contributed 
to all phases of the Church life and its activity. 

Now, along with that I should say that Brother Kumler was one 
of the most active persons in the city of Dayton, and one of the 
most highly respected around the city of Dayton among all classes. 
Brother Landis has spoken of the influence of the Kumler family, 
of which I need not speak; of the business man, associated for many 
years in the Rike-Kumler firm. We built up or contributed greatly 
to the building up of a great business in the city of Dayton, and 
his life was known throughout the city, as not only a strong  busi- 
ness man, but as an earnest and devoted Christian. And, my breth-— 
ren and sisters, if throughout this Church, this denomination and 
all denominations, there could be upon the part of all our people, 
ministry and laity, the expression and manifestation of the same | 
degree of enthusiasm and interest in church work that Brother Kum- 
ler gave, the Church would move on to the great victory of which 
Bishop Bell spoke so eloquently this morning. 


THE Preswent. Dr. J.*A. Lyter, of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
will bring us a message touching the life-and labors of Honorable 
William’ H. Ulrich, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. Ulrich 
was a member of the last General Conference. 

Doctor Lyter spoke as follows: 


The real wealth of a church, a community, or a nation is not in 
the amount of gold and silver it possesses, but in the number of fine 
and noble lives, who, by their example and influence, inspire others 
to the best and noblest endeavors. To describe such a character ade- 
quately is a most difficult task, because there are in every one, and 
especially in a great character, certain very real and marked traits 
or characteristics which are difficult to define or describe. Such a 
one was the Hon. William H. Ulrich, of Hummelstown, Pennsyl- 
vanla, a good man, a true friend, and an earnest Christian, who 
has now gone, as we most confidently believe, to be with the God 
whom he loved, in that “city which hath foundations whose builder 
and maker is God.” 

_He was born on a farm near Middletown, Pennsylvania, about 
sixty-seven years ago, of sturdy United Brethren parentage. His 
father and Father Roop, of sainted memory, an historic farmer in 
the eastern section of the Church, were among the first to agitate 
and plan for the gathering into organizations of the earnest, but 
simple-hearted, followers of Otterbein and_ his successors in that 
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part of the Church, and his father’s home was the stopping-place for 
the early circuit riders, as well as a regular preaching place. These 
early influences begot a reverence for God and holy things, and a 
zeal for the Church he loved, that was both beautiful. and constant, 
and continued to the end of his life. 

Mr. Ulrich was a strong character. His strong body, keen intellect, 
and indomitable will, all contributed to this. With but two years of 
training’ in an academy, yet he mastered many subjects, and there 
was no field of human thought with which he was not widely con- 
versant, and the exactness of his knowledge was a constant surprise. 
Those of his friends who were permitted to sit with him in his li- 
brary, that he so delighted in, were often surprised at the ease with 
which he quoted or referred to extracts germane to the matter in 
hand. History, biography, law, science, philosophy, theology—he was 
familiar with them all. And hence, we are not surprised that he 
did many things, and did them well. He was a civil engineer who 
belonged to the class of experts, a successful banker, a just law- 
maker, having been a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature from 
1901 to 1905, a wise counsellor, and a true friend. Thrice he had a 
seat in the General Conference, and:by his keen and incisive judg- 
ment, his profound knowledge, and broad sympathies, easily became 
a dominant force in its deliberations. 

Few things received more genuine support from him than the 
Church and its interests. For more than twenty-five years he was a 
Sunday-school superintendent, and during all that time he main- 
tained and conducted a teachers’ meeting. He was also for many 
years a trustee of Lebanon Valley College, and during much of the 
time, president of the Board of Trustees, and a member of the 
Executive Committee. His last work on earth was to superintend 
the erection of a beautiful’ church of native limestone at Hummels- 
town, Pennsylvania. He had the joy of seeing it completed and its 
payment provided for, but he was never permitted to worship in it. 
The fatal illness was already upon him on the day of its dedication, 
and while Doetor Funk was conducting the services incident thereto, 
Mr. Ulrich was assisted to a window in his library, from which he 

* eould see the people assembling for the services. Just a few days 
after this he laid down his life work to take it up again in the bet- 
ter, brighter world. Oh, how we miss.him! We mourn, but not as 
those without hope. We shall meet again at our blessed Savior’s 

_ side. 

Tuer Presipent. Rev. J. H. Patterson will speak a few words 
touching the life of Mrs. Minnie Shall, who was also a member of the 
last General Conference. 

Dr. J. H. Patterson spoke as follows : 


T am sorry that I don’t have the dates of the birth or the death of 
Mrs. Minnie Shall. I was her pastor for eighteen months. She was 
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one of those women that. you would look upon as being a model 
mother. Many a time have I heard her pray for her boy, and one 
day her boy came to my home with tears in his eyes, asking the way 
of truth and light, and on the next Thursday evening was converted 
through the prayers of his earnest mother. I think the greatest 
thing that could be said of her is, that she was a good woman, full 
of the Holy Ghost. She knew very little about the psychology of 
conversion, but she knew a great deal of how to lead men and women 
to accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior. She knew very little 
about the theory of religion, but she knew how to help men and wo- 
men to be religious. 

She died while eating her supper, taking care of one of her in- 
valid aunts, surrendering a good home to be a support for a woman 
who could searcely hire any one to take care of her. And so I would 
inscribe over the name of Mrs, Minnie Shall, “She was a good 
woman.” And that tells the story better than anything that I might 
say to her memory. 


Tur Presipent. We have yet another name, that of Hon. John 
M. Bonebrake, so particularly connected with our theological sem- 
inary during these recent years. Dr. J. E. Fout, the Business Man- 
ager of the Bonebrake Theological Seminary, will speak touching 
this life. 

Dr. J. EK. Fout spoke as follows: 


I am very glad to say a word in behalf of my humble layman, 
whose life has been impressed upon this Church’s life in a very 
peculiar way. His life stands as a monument to what an humble, 
consecrated layman can do, who comes into the life of the great 
movements in this Church. Six of his great-uneles were preachers 
in this denomination, and in their memory he gave the gift which 
changed the name of the Union Biblical Seminary to Bonebrake 
Theological Seminary. He was converted when a very young man. 
His life was spent largely in Veedersburg, Indiana, at which place 
he was born and educated. He knew nothing but hard work and 
faithful Christian service. His home was a model of Christian ex- 
cellence, and the influence of his life was felt not only throughout 
his own county, but throughout the State in which he lived, and 
adjoining States. He gave his heart at first to the Sunday-school 
work, organizing his county, visiting school after school, and then 
reaching beyond his own county to the State. He gave liberally to 
every interest of the Church. He said to me one day, “I don’t be- 
lieve there is a church organization that made an appeal to me 
that didn’t receive something during the erection of their building.” 
There came a time in his life, when, in one year in the section of 
the State in which he lived, he saw in one year eleven churches sold 
for debt. Then he said, “If this is to be the condition obtaining, 
God helping me, I shall turn my thought to serving of men”; then 
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came-that terrible struggle in his life. He said, “There came to me 
the vision one day that I should equip a theological seminary for 
my own Church, and I answered back, ‘but how can I do it, I have 
no means.’” The struggle went on for days and weeks and months, 
when he said one day, “I was mowing down in a great meadow as he 
spoke of it, when the vision became so great that I halted the 
horses. I got down from the mower, and in the new-mown grass I 
prayed God for deliverance, but there was no deliverance. A voice 
came again and said, ‘You must do it, and_I said, ‘But I can’t; I 
have no money.’ And then-He said in an audible voice, there came 
the words, ‘I know you cannot do it, but if you will let me do it, 
I will do it through you.’” And then he said there came the sweetest 
victory of his life, when he said to Almighty God, “‘If you ean do it 
through me, then help me to be the channel.’ I rose and went home, 
for I was too full that day to stay in the field. I told my wife of 
the victory, and then together we rejoiced and continued to pray. 
Whence the money, I didn’t know. I was a poor man, but yet the 
promise was, ‘I will do it through you, if you will let me.” Then 
he-said there came to him the opportunity in the Southland of an 
investment with the money that he had saved, and having an option 
upon the property, I thought surely I would be able to make an 
investment that would endow that institution. But I neglected it, 
the option expired, and when I located the parties and said, “I am 
coming to take up the option,” they said, “You cannot get the land 
for $100 an acre.” They found oil upon this property. And then 
for weeks and months the struggle continued, and I felt that I had 
lost the chance. Then Doctor Brooke came into his life and sug- 
gested the opening in western Kansas, and he took it up, and, as I 
heard him with his own lips say, “The greatest joy of my life was 
when I was able to give to the institution that money, which I hope 
to be of such increasing value as to bring to the institution an en- 
dowment that shall help it to do the larger things for Christ and 
the Church.” 

After that was done he continued to work for the church of Jesus 
Christ. The morning that he was taken fatally ill, he had an engage- 
ment in Indianapolis. The morning chores were finished, he was 
changing his shoes to take a train for Indianapolis when he said to 

-his wife, “I feel ill.” She asked him to rest awhile. He sat down 
on the sofa and repeated to her the words, “I feel very badly.” And 
they proved to be his last words. 

I am sure that the story of his life will abide as a benediction to 
all those who have heard it and who shall hear it, and that the im- 
pression he has made upon this denomination and upon the com- 
munity in which he lived, will abide as the permanent monument to 
the greatness of John M. Bonebrake. 


Tne PrResweNtT. Just pause a moment longer. Dr. C. M. Brooke 
will speak a few words on the life of Brother Bonebrake. 
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Dr. C. M. Brooke spoke as follows: 


The name “Bonebrake” and people bearing that name have been 
known to me about as long as that of my own name. They have 
been ministers in the Church, but Brother Bonebrake was neither 
a minister nor the son of a minister, but the grandson and the great- 
nephew of a number of our ministers, and the great-grand-nephew of 
a grand man. 

I first met him at the Centennial General Conference, at Frederick 
City, and his name naturally drew him toward me, and we soon be- 
came acquainted. And soon after that General Conference, it having 
been the time when I was elected.Manager of the Seminary, I went 
to see him; he had, in our visit returning from Frederick City to 
Indiana on west, told me of his conviction and of his hope of being 
able to carry out what he felt was God’s will he should do. Now, 
as the brother said, he wasn’t a rich man, but he was intensely 
economical. He was very careful in investments, he was very fru- 
gal in handling property, and I will not stop to explain, but I will 
say this, he gave more than he was ever worth, and if you know 
anything about what investments mean when they are made wisely 
and carefully and managed in a good business way, you will see what 
that means. He told me of that investment he missed. The brother 
told it correctly except he did not say it was another fellow’s fault; 
the other fellow would not come across in time. Brother Bone- 
brake’s shrewdness would have led him to have done it, but the man 
who was going in with him to handle the proposition didn’t do it, 
and in a few days the land went up to $100, and even beyond that. 
And I directed his attention to western Kansas, and I think you 
have been pretty well acquainted, and I feel quite sure and hopeful 
that you will be enthusiastically appreciative as years go by. I assure 
you that it was a great pleasure to me to be connected with him 
in getting this gift, and to witness the intense satisfaction he had,. 
and I was glad he lived to get some of the reward of his gift, for I 
know what it cost him and his good wife to make it. 


Tue Preswent. We are all sorry that Bishop Castle cannot be 
here to speak in memory of Bishop Mills. I am told that he had a 
paper prepared especially for this, and no doubt that paper will be 
furnished to the secretaries, and will appear in the records of the 
General Conference. 

Bishop Mills was a great man in his leadership, and as a scholar 
and student, and philosopher and logician, as a man of rugged char- 
acter, he towered above the common level and his common fellows, 
as the mountain does above the surrounding plain. 

The quartet will sing, and I will ask you to stand, as a mark of 
respect for Bishop Mills, while they sing. 

The quartet then sang “When the Light of Day is Over? 
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The President closed the service with the following benedictory 
prayer: 


O Lord, we thank you for this tender, impressive, memorial serv- 
ice, and now we pray that thou would go with us as we go from this 
place. Come with us again, and abide with us, and direct us in all 
the work that is before us, during this General Conference. And 
then, by and by, bring us all to see thy face in peace, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


ELEVENTH DAY—MORNING SESSION, 


= Monpay, May 19, 1913. 

Devotional services were conducted by Rev. H. E. Miller, of East 
Pennsylvania Conference, Bishop Wm. M. Bell, presiding. 

Rev. Mr. Pontius, of the Arion Quartet, led in singing “Holy 
Spirit, Faithful Guide.” Rey. Ray Upson presided at the organ. 

Rey. H. E. Miller read Philippians 4: 4-7, and led in prayer. 

Conference business opened at 8: 15, when Secretary Siddall read 
the minutes of the Saturday and Sunday sessions, and same were 
approved after correction. 

Dr. J. A. Lyter, of East Pennsylvania Conference, was excused. 

W. P. Alspach, of Sandusky Conference, was also excused. 

Rey. C. A. Sickafoose was excused by common consent; also Rey. 
C. ©. Allton, of Southeast Ohio Conference. 

Rey. G. W. Burdette, of West Virginia Conference, was excused 
for sickness. 

Tue Preswent. We are ready for further items of business. 

Rey. A. R. Ayers. I would like to have the Report on Ministerial 
Relief considered. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. You will remember that by the report of the 
Bishops on Church Union, a reference was made to the duties of 
the Church Commission, but no provision has been made for a 
Church Commission, therefore, I offer this resolution: 


That the Commission on Church Union be continued, to be com- 
posed of the Bishops of the United States and eight other members, 
to be selected by them, which commission shall be empowered to 
conduct negotiations with Protestant denominations or churches 
which may desire to consider thé matter of organic union. 


(Signed) 
R. H. Benner. 
J. L. Sampues, 
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Bisnor Maruews. I have just received a telegram from Judge 
Lott, and this is part of it: “T would suggest you act in strict har- 
mony with our Constitution and avoid all legal difficulties where 
requiring only a two-thirds number of members of an annual confer- 
ence for ratification,” showing how careful he would have you be 
with reference to our procedure. 

Mr. Bennett’s resolution was adopted. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. I rise to a question—it may come up later: 
Was a negative vote taken on church union? There are a great many 
who say it was not, and hence I say it should be called up now. 

Tur Present. It was taken. 

Docror Funk. Was the negative vote taken ? 

A Voice. Yes, sir. 

Docror Funk. I hope the secretary will make a note of it, be- 
cause it is important. 

Mr. E. L. Suury, of Miami Conference. I wish to present this 


resolution : 


Resolved, In order to avoid the reading of full reports at the next 
- General Conference, that the general officers and boards be instructed 
to prepare and print their quadrennial reports in such time that 
they may be placed in the hands of all delegates and alternates at 
least one week before the meeting of the General Conference. 

W. O. JONES. 

-E. L. Suury. 


Tur Presipent. The motion is before you for the cireulation and 
publication of General Conference reports one week before the Gen- 
eral Conference shall convene. Are you ready? As many as favor, 
lift the hand; opposed by like sign. It is adopted. 

Dr. J. S. Fuuron. I would like to offer this resolution: 


Resolved, That the representation on the Finance Commission be 
as follows: Two from the East District, two from the Central Dis- 
trict, and one each from the Northwest District, Southwest District, 
and Pacific District, with the secretaries of the various boards; 
that all legislation enacted contrary to this is hereby repealed. 

(Signed) 
J. S. Futon. 
H. H. Baisn. 


Dr. M. O. MoLaueuuin, of East Nebraska Conference. I would 
like to have stated the provision that this takes the place of. What 
is the arrangement for the former constitution of this? 
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Secretary Sippatt. The former action was that there should be 
one layman and one minister from each Bishop’s district. 

Rev. C. P. Hopkins. I was just wondering why the representation 
should not be equal from each district? 

‘Tue Presipent. I suppose it is based on population. 

Dr. J. S. Futroy. Mr. Chairman, we have two representatives 
for ninety-eight thousand, the Central two for one hundred thou- 
sand, and the Pacific two representatives for about five thousand. 
I can’t tell you the Northwest or Southwest. I think that it ought 
to be more equal. JI think it is just. : 

Tue Preswwent. It seems to be just. 

Dr. E. W. Curtis. The question raised is this: This is a financial 
problem, and as the financial problems are as great on the less 
populous as on the more populous, why not have representation equal ? 

The resolution was adopted. ; 

Pror. H. M. Amprosr. I have a report from the laymen’s meet- 
ing to present. 


That we may save time in the deliberations of our next General 
Conference, and that the various committees have time and oppor- 
tunity to study the matters to be considered, : 

Resolved, First, that memorials from the conferences and from 
other sources be forwarded to the Board of Bishops, as soon as pos- 
sible after the election of delegates. 

Second, that the Board of Bishops be respectfully requested to 
present to the General Conference in connection with their quad- 
rennial address, definite recommendations regarding the important 
problems in all departments of the Church. 

Third; that copies of such recommendations be furnished to the 
members of the various committees as soon as practicable after their 


appointment. Voted by the laymen. (Signed) 
Jay M. Cocan, Chairman. 
H. M. Amprose, Secretary. 


These resolutions were adopted. 
Prof. H. M. Ambrose also presented the following: 


We, the laymen, have formed an association of the lay delegates 
of the General Conference, and appointed the following officers: 
Jay M. Cogan, President; I. J. Good and E. L. Shuey, Vice Presi- 
dents; H. M. Ambrose, Secretary, and Walter Richards, Treasurer, 
which officers constitute the executive committee. 

This association is formed, First, that we may be better able to 
study the problems of the Church. 
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Second, that we also may be the better able to contribute to the 
solution of such problems. 
We, therefore, most respectfully ask that this paper appear in the 
proceedings of the General Conference, thereby giving us recognition. 
Jay M. Coaan, Chairman. 
H. M. Amepross, Secretary. 


Proressor Amprose. It is just simply asking, Mr. Chairman, for 
recognition. | 

Dr. W. R.. Funk. May I ask a question? I am not opposed to 
this paper. Would it be all right: for the ministers of this body to 
get together and form an organization of this kind on this basis? 

Mr. R. H. Bennett. Yes, sir; on that basis. 

’ Docror Funk. I just ask the question here. You are drawing 
lines in a legislative body. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. And it recognizes those lines. ; 

Doctor Funk. It don’t recognize the line of ministry and dele- 
gate in this body. Each man has an equal right on this floor. When- 
ever an inside organization is made, then lines different from that 
are drawn. I want to put myself on record for standing for the - 
equal right of laymen and equal right of ministry, in the legislative 
body of this Church, and when you do anything else than that you 
are on dangerous ground. What right have the laymen of this 
Church to go out in a separate meeting and pass resolutions and 
state we will stand for certain things in this body. If that were 
done unofficially, they would call it a caucus, and so far as I am con- 
cerned, I want to put myself on record as saying that if the laymen 
have the right to form such an organization inside of the legislative 
body of this Church, then the ministry have the same right, and 
should do it, and bring in their resolutions and their memorials on 
the same basis as the laymen bring theirs. I think it only fair to 
accord the ministry such a privilege, and I stand for fairness and 
right in the proposition. 

THE Presipent. Will you allow this statement: It would appear 
that this is out of order for two reasons: First, that it provides for 
the recognition of an organization which the General Conference has 
not legislated for and authorized; and in the second place, it pro- 
vides for the perpetuation of an organization after the General Con- 
ference is adjourned. It is the judgment of the chair that the paper 


is not really in order, and is not before the Conference so that action 
could be taken, 
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Dr. L. L. Epitey. I rise to a question of privilege. I want to call 
attention of the General Conference, that, in accordance with action 
constituting the Committee on Finance a few months ago, the East 
and Central Districts will have ten members of that committee, and 
the rest of the Church will have only three. I did not vote in favor 
of it, but I register my protest, 

Rev. W. L. Cuimpress. I move a reconsideration. 

Dr. A. S. Hammack. There are only seven members, two on the 
East District, two on the Central, and one on each of the others. 

Pror. H. M. Amprose. Is it out of order, then, for the laymen, as 
laymen, to present anything to this body, signed by the secretary? I 
have another little item that I would like to present. 

Tue Present. There is probably no objection to your offering 
something that will have reference to the immediate business of this 
body while in session. 

Proressor AmMBrosge. We cannot offer anything as laymen, except 
it comes in the form of an association. 

Tur Present. Proceed. The secretary will read. 


We, the laymen, have set the goal of one million in our Sunday 
school by the next General Conference, and desire to enlist the aid 


of all to a realization of this goal. 
J. M. Cogan, Chairman. 


H. M. Ameprosr, Secretary. 


This was approved. 

Mr. EK. L. Suury. Referring to the question of the Committee on 
Finance, I didn’t understand the motion intelligently. I understood 
it to read it was at least that number. I don’t understand that the 
motion has changed the number of members of that commission. 
It seems to me to be small enough as it is. 

Dr. J. T. Roserts, of White River Conference. I am very sure 
there was a misunderstanding concerning this supposed change which 
was to take the place of the Finance Commission. It will be very 
unsatisfactory to leave it as it has been adopted. 

Mr. FE. L. SuHury. Will the secretary read the resolution again, 
please ? 

Secretary Siddall read Doctor Fulton’s resolution. 

Tue Presipent. This will make two from the East, two from the 
Oentral—four, and one each from the Northwest, Southwest, and 
Pacific districts. That would make only seven. is 
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Dr. L. L. Eptey. I would like to ask if that takes the place of 
the provision that provided for the general secretaries? Are the 
general secretaries also not members of that commission ? 

Tue Present. No. 

Srorerary Swwpatt. It is that with these seven there shall also 
be the general secretaries of the various boards. 

Dr. L. L. Eptey. I am willing to recognize the question of mem- 
bership and population, but I do protest that the secretaries should 
not be included. These general secretaries that have been chosen 
are from that section of the Church that has two members from each 
district. JI am not complaining, but counting those general secre- 
taries and then this preponderance of other elective officers, gives 
that section ten members of this Finance Committee and the rest 
of the Church only three. I say that is out of proportion. 

Rey. ©. P. Hopkins. It is very evident that this is very unsatis- 
factory. I voted in favor of this amendment, therefore, I move to 
reconsider the whole matter. 

Seconded. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver. I can’t understand why emphasis is put upon 
these secretaries or any general officers from any section of the 
Church. While I am from the East, if you were to elect a general 
secretary from the West, I would look upon him as being my secre- 
tary as much as yours, and if he isn’t, we have made an awful mis- 
take to elect a man of that kind. He is the secretary for the whole 
Church, and not for any part of it; so that that is unjust. It is a 
reflection on these men who were elected secretaries. If the first 
part be just, two each from the East and Central districts and one 
each from the remaining three is just, then the other part of it is just. 

SECRETARY Keppet. The purpose of the original action was to in- 
sure that the majority. of the Finance Committee would not be com- 
posed of secretaries, so that the Finance Committee, in its final 
action, would represent the Church rather than the secretaries. If 
the membership is to be cut down to seven, it would seem to me, 
indeed,+to be just as wise and indeed wiser to cut it to five, and 
have only one representative from each Bishop’s district. If you 
will study the original purpose, which was to make a Finanee Com- 
mittee which would, in its ultimate decision, represent the Church 
rather than the secretaries. It won’t strengthen the representation 
from the district to have two each from the districts any more than 
to have one each, because one representative from a district ean 
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give the district view on those things; so if you are not going to 


maintain the original idea, I would be in favor of letting each dis- 
trict take one dutside representative. 

Dr. R. J. Wuirr. It seems to me we are forgetting that the ar- 
rangement was that there should be an equal number of ministers 


and laymen, but with this arrangement there would be no equality. 


I think that we are opposed to the arrangement that there be only 
seven. It seems to me that the plan first adopted is the plan we 
want, that there be from each district one minister and one layman, 
and certainly while I belong to the East District, I am quite con- 
fident that two men would represent our interests, and do it ef- 
fectively. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I think it ought to be stated before this body 
really just what was the intention of the mover of this resolution. 
The intention ought to be to represent more correctly the member- 
ship of the Church in these various sections on this board. 

Tuer Present. The motion to reconsider is pending, and we will 
take the vote. 

Pror. I. J. Goop. Mr. President, in the first place, I believe there 
ought to be a committee outside of the secretaries, there should be 
as many on that committee as the number of secretaries. In the 
next place, I believe there ought to be some provision in this that 
the laymen have representation. According to the amendment, there 
is no such provision. J am in favor of the provision that was made 
in the first place. 

Dr. S. W. Pauu. I move you that the commission remain as it was 
—one minister’and one layman from each district. 

Tue Presipent. All you have to do is to vote down the motion 
of Doctor Fulton. The motion of Doctor Fulton is now pending. 

Rev. I. E. Runx. I move to amend that resolution by striking out 
all reference to the secretaries, simply leaving it two_from the east, 
two from the Central, and one each from the other districts. 

Tur Prestpent. That would still leave the secretaries as members, 
because previous legislation had made them so. 

Rev. I. E. Runx. The opposition seems to be to the secretaries. 

Rey. L. L. Ertey. My opposition is not to the secretaries. I 
don’t desire to cast any reflection on the secretaries. They are 
secretaries representing the whole Church, but those secretaries be- 
long to the annual conferences in those sections of the Chureh, and 
they will represent their sections of the Church because they know 
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them. I am not casting any reflection whatever. Those secretaries 
do represent the whole Church. It gives three-fourths of the terri- 
tory of this Church only four representatives on that board. 

Dr. R. J. Wire. I move to amend the amendment by saying that 
there shall be two ministers and two laymen from the East District, 
two ministers and two laymen from the Central District, and that 
from each of the other districts, one minister and one layman. 

Seconded. 

Docror Wuirr. That will make the commission be composed of 
fourteen members, and it will increase the commission, and it will be 
to the advantage, I think, to have a larger rather than a smaller 
commission. 

Dr. Grorce Mittrer. J now move the previous question. 

Rey. J. A. Grovus, of St. Joseph Conference. It seems to me that 
we are considering one Bishop’s district which is about as large, as 
far as membership is concerned, ag some of the districts that are 
in the East, and that is what is-now called the Northwest District, 
and I protest against the small representation that is given to that 
district on the ground of membership. 

Bisnop Marurws. I wish to say that it seems to me that any 
general officer would represent the whole Church, that any Bishop 
that is fit to be Bishop, would represent the whole Church, and any 
secretary would represent it. If any other attitude or spirit prevails, 
I would not want to serve on a commission like that. This is so 
important, denominational. wide, and its interests are so grave in re- 
gard to the improved financial conditions of this, Church, that if 
it is possible to assume a proper attitude and also manifest a proper 
spirit with reference to all the interests of the Church from the East 
to the West, and from the North to the South, it would be well to 
do so. 

Dr. W. O. Jonus, of East Nebraska. Recognizing Doctor Fulton’s 
position in getting these large conferences a greater representation, 
I want to carry him a little farther and ask by what fairness or by 
what logic he would reach the deduction that a small district of 
five thousand should have the same representation as the North- 
west District here? That is all the question that I want to make. 

Secretary Keppen. I think I voice the sentiment of the Coast 
District that we are perfectly willing that you increase the repre- 
sentation of the Northwest District and Southwest District; all we 
want of the committee is that we shall be represented. The only 
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danger in the mind of the Conference, as I take it, was that when 
a decision of these divisions of money came, we wanted enough out- 
side members on it so they could decide that without compelling the 
secretaries, representing different interests outside, one against the 
other. We understand the secretaries and the general officers repre- 
sent the whole Church, and we are not criticizing them in that par- 
ticular at all; that is not the thought in this matter. If the North- 
west and Southwest want to make their representation the same as 
the East and Central, an amendment would effect that. 

Rev. D. L. Dous, of Oklahoma Conference. Just one point. I am 
not caring so much where they are located, but I do believe this 
that we want to leave as many laymen as possible on that committee. 
We are going to have to go to them for the money, and it will be a 
strong leverage, if we can have plenty of laymen on the committee. 
-If we don’t, it will hinder us in getting money. 

Dr. J. S. Funtron. I think I have a right to say a word here, as the 
author of the motion. I had no other thought in my mind than the 
thought of consolidation. JI don’t think these people are here for 
the purpose of arraying one section of territory against another sec- 
tion of territory. I would be very sad to think of it in that way. If 
it is on the basis of representation, on the basis of membership, I 
think we are pretty nearly correct, and if you will carry your secre- 
taryship out on the basis of membership, I don’t think, still, that we 
are out of harmony so far as that is concerned, but I beg to say to 
this conference that my sole thought was that a territory as large 
as the East District, and as large as the Central District, ought to 
have more representation under the purpose of consolidation than 
those so much less. Moreover, I had this thought in mind also—I 
might as well be frank with you—the majority of this money has to 
come from the East and Central, and the majority of it is going to 
the other three districts. Therefore, I thought that the East and 
the Central, as compared with the other districts, that the representa- 
tion was fair. 

Doctor White’s motion did not prevail. 


Doctor Fulton’s motion did not prevail. 
Tue Presipenr. That will leave you to act under your original 


» 


. 


legislation. 
Secretary Siddall read the following: 
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: Barrrore, Mo., May 18, 1913. 
Mr. M. Keppel, Secretary United Brethren General Conference, 
Decatur, Illinois. : 

After prayerful thought, I hereby tender my resignation, asking 
the General Conference to relieve me of the office of Secretary of the 
Young People’s Work of our Church, to which I have been elected. 

Very truly yours, 
Cuartes W. BrewBakeEr. 


On motion, the resignation was accepted. 

A letter was received from the family of Hon. Matt. Edmonds, an- 
nouncing that he was improving in health, although in a very weak 
condition. 

Rev. M. R. Bauurcer. I would like to state that I have a letter 
from the pastor of Father Counsellor, in which he expresses appre- 
ciation of the letter sent him and that he is improved in health. 

Tur Present. It is fitting that we have a moment’s prayer in 
behalf of Senator Edmonds. I will ask Doctor Funk to lead us in 
that prayer. 

Doctor Funk delivered the following prayer: 

O God, our Father, we stop at this moment just to implore thy 
blessing upon one whose life has been a benediction of power and 
inspiration upon this Church. We thank thee for his example, for 


his courage, for his convictions, and for his progressive vision. God 
bless him to-day, bring him back to strength if it be thy will, that 


he may give to us many years of service and help. We ask it in © 


Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Dr. C. M. Brooke also led in prayer. 


God, our Father, we thank thee for thy servant, our good brother, 
who for fifty years has been a tower of strength to our cause in the 
West, and in recent years has extended his gracious life, and prayer, 
and counsel to the whole Church. Restore him to us, if it pleases 
thee, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Tur Preswent. Now, if it please you, would you like to take your 
ballot for the Young People’s Secretary ? 

Dr. J. EK. Four. Before we elect a general secretary I want to 
raise a question concerning that man’s salary, and if there is a 
desire to let it be the sense of this Conference at this time to change 
it. I understand the salary fixed for the General Secretary of the 
Young People’s Work is $1,800. 

Tue Presipentr. Yes, sir. 

Dr. J. E. Four. While you fixed the other salaries at two thou- 
sand dollars. Now, it seems to me that it is an unfair proposition, 
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and I therefore, if a motion would be in order, I would like to move 
you to raise the salary. 

SrecreTARY Kepren. To get this matter before the Conference, I - 
move the Conference rescind its action in fixing the salary of the 
Young People’s Secretary at $1,800. 

Seconded. 

Rey. L. L. Eritey: <A point of order. It is out of order because 
our rules say, a motion to reconsider must be made on the same day 

on which the action was taken. 

Tue Presment. The chair is not clear as to whether there is a 
difference between an order to rescind and an order to reconsider. 

The motion to rescind did not prevail. 

Tue Presipent., That compels you to cast your ballot for Young 
People’s Secretary, and his salary will be $1,800. Proceed with the 
ballot. : 

The Committee on Correspondence stated that they had received 
a reply to the letter of sympathy sent to Hon. Matt Edmonds, and 
it was made a matter of record. f 

Rey. A. W. Ballinger, of the Sandusky Conference, who was a 
member of the last General Conference, was sent a letter of sympathy 
by the Committee on Correspondence on account of his serious illness. 

Mr. A. H. Laucupaum. I would like to state that it was the unan- 
imous opinion of the Nominating Committee that inasmuch as the 
boards of the Otterbein Home and the Quincy Orphanage were spe- 
cial boards, that we would ask this Conference for a suspension of 
the rules and elect those boards by acclamation. The first is for 
the Otterbein Home. I move you that the rules be suspended and 
that we elect by acclamation, G. M. Mathews, W. M. Weekley, 
James M. Cox, Governor of Ohio,-J. M. Cogan, F. H. Rike, J. M. 
Phillippi, W. R. Funk, J. E. Grimes, and T. D. Crites. 

Tue Presipent. The question is on the motion to suspend the 
rules and to elect these men by acclamation. Are you ready ? 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I have this question to ask. In some States 
where you have chartered institutions, the election of trustees re- 
quires the ballot? 

Turn Prestipenr. Brother Laughbaum recommended that these 
gentlemen be elected by the secretary casting the ballot. 

Me. A. H. Laueusaum. J move that the secretary be authorized 
to east the ballot of this Conference. 

Seconded. . 
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Adopted. 

Tue Present. The secretary will cast the ballot for these parties. 

SreoreTary Keppen. I east the ballot. of the Conference for trus- 
tees for the Otterbein Home, G. M. Mathews, W. M. Weekley, James 
M. Cox, Jay M. Cogan, F. H. Rike, J. M. Phillippi, W. R. Funk, 
J. E. Grimes, and T. D. Crites. ; 

Tue Preswent. The gentlemen named have been duly elected as 
trustees of the Otterbein Home. 

Mr. A. H. Laucusaum. I move that the secretary be authorized 
to east the ballot of this Conference for the following board of trus- 
tees for the Quincy Orphanage and Home: Rev. J. S. Fulton, G. W. 
Miller, M.D., Rev. J. W. Wilson, S. M. Love, Rev. H. M. Miller, 
C. L. Grabill, A. L. Leslie, Rev. J. P. Anthony, G. C. Snyder, Rev. 
J. EK. Kleffman, W. O. Appenzellar, J. H. Ruebush, E. F. Millard, 
Rey. F. G. Radabaugh, and Ernest Phillips. 

The motion was adopted. 

Secretary Keppen. I cast the ballot of the Conference for trus- 
tees of Quincy Orphanage, as follows: From Allegheny Conference, 
Rev. J. S. Fulton, G. W. Miller, M.D., and Rev. J. W. Wilson; 
Erie Conference, S. M. Love; East Pennsylvania Conference, Rev. 
H. M. Miller, C. L. Grabill, A. L. Leslie; Pennsylvania Conference, 
Rev. J. P. Anthony, G. C. Snyder, Rev. J. E. Kleffman, and W. O. 
Appenzellar; Virginia Conference, J. H. Ruebush, E. F. Millard; 
West Virginia Conference, Rev. F. G. Radabaugh and Ernest 
Phillips. 

THE Presipent. These gentlemen have been duly elected as trus- 
tees for the Quincey Orphanage and Home. 

Bisuop Weexkiey. This morning you adopted a resolution author- 
izing the Bishops to serve as the commissioners on the Church Union 
Commission, and to nominate eight others to serve with them. The 
resolution includes only the Bishops in the United States, and Doctor 
Howard is here and will remain here at least for a year. He is 
closely identified with the Methodist Protestants in J apan, and is 
now under engagement to meet the women of the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church in an important meeting somewhere in Indiana, and 
it does seem to me that he ought to be included among the Bishops 
on this commission. 

THe Presipent. Will you do this by unanimous consent? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tue Preswent. The record will be so changed. 
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Docror Funk. Doctor Phillippi suggests that attention ought to 
be called to the Constitution of the Otterbein Home in the matter 
of election of trustees in point of time only. The board is all right, 
but the constitution provides that three shall be elected for four 
years, three for eight years, and three for twelve years. I want to 
ask if the Committee on Nominations took that into question ? 

Doctor FunxHouser. We did not. I will make a motion if the 
committee will agree to it, that the first three named be for four 
years, the second three named for eight years, and the last three 
named for twelve years. And I do not know who the names are. 

Seconded. 

BisHop Werektey. There is another question that comes up, and 
that is, has this General Conference a right to elect trustees for a 
term of eight and twelve years? It seems to me that to be safe, there 
ought to be something like this inserted—“at the option of the Gen- 
eral Conference”—for the General Conference four years hence 
might undo everything along this line, and if you will insert that 
little clause, “at the option or pleasure of the General Conference,” 
it seems to me it would meet the case. j 

Doctor Funknouser. I understand this is a charter provision. 

Doctor Funk. No, it is the constitution only. 

Doctor FunxHousrr. Then I make the further point, that in any 
property involving so much money, there ought to be a continuity in 
the board. The radical change which might occur at the end of a 
quadrennium would be hazardous to the institution. This should 
apply to more boards than the Orphanage. If we make a mistake, 
by the terms of eight and twelve years, and it is inoperative and in- 
effective, we have done no harm. We have simply made a mistake 
and the court would correct it if it should have to be done. Let us 
begin this thing with the idea that we are going further. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr, of Neosho Conference. I understood in read- 
ing, the first names were from a certain conference, and the next 
from a different conference. If that be true, then by taking the 
first part of the list for the first term, you-can simply transfer the 
control of it from one conference to another. 

Tur Preswent. That refers to the Quincy Home, and not to the 
Otterbein. 

Dr. W. H. Wasurncer. But the same applies to that. We have 
been doing that. The term of the first mentioned here, expires 1914, 
then 1915 two others, then 1916. Now, the reference of Judge Ben- 
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nett is in reference to the Quincey Orphanage. If it could be ar- 
ranged that way, it would be in harmony with what we have been 
having, if it can be agreed. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tur Presipent. The motion, as offered by Doctor Funkhouser, 
is that the first three be elected for four years, the second three for 
eight years, and the third three for twelve years. 

This motion was adopted. 

This gives the term of service of the trustees of the Otterbein 
Home as follows: Four years—G. M. Mathews, W. M. Weekley, 
James M. Cox. Eight years—Jay M. Cogan, F. H. Rike,- J. M. 
Phillippi. Twelve years—W. R. Funk, J. E. Grimes, and T. D. 
Crites. 

Tur Presippntr. Now, Doctor Washinger, do you want to make 
the same motion for your case? 

Doctor Wasuincer. It was agreed. 

This gives the term of service of the trustees for Quincy Orphan- 
age and Home, as follows: Four years—J. S. Fulton, G. W. Miller, 
J. W. Wilson, S. M. Love, H. M. Miller. Eight years—C. L. Gray- 
bill, A. L. Leslie, J. P. Anthony, G. ©. Snyder, J. E. Kleffman. 
Twelve years—W. O. Appenzellar, J. H. Ruebush, EK. F. Millard, 
F. G. Radabaugh, and Ernest Phillips. 

Bisuop Maruews. It seems desirable that the Woman’s Missionary 
Association have a representative at Foosland, [linois, at the Meth- 
odist Protestant Women’s Missionary Association, and I move that 
Mrs. L. R. Harford, president of the Woman’s Missionary Associ- 
ation, also represent this Conference there on May 22 and 23. 

The motion was adopted. 

On request, Rev. S. L. Todd, Rey. J. W. Gilley, and Kk. W. Meyers 
were excused from further attendance on the Conference. 

Docror Funk. This is a delicate matter to speak of, yet it is fair. 
One large conference has been absolutely ignored on these boards. 
I refer to the West Virginia Conference. I believe we ought to 
consider them. 

Tuer Presipent. There is a report from the Board of Tellers. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 


REPORT OF TELLERS FOR ELECTION OF Y. P. ©. E. SECRETARY. 
First ballot; number of votes cast, 165; necessary to election, 83. 


H. M. Ambrose ..............1 Mi OQ; Melaughlin 
C..W. Recard®..<..c.oveo + ts “Deane Ballinger 
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C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tur Preswwent. No choice, please prepare a second ballot for 
Young People’s Secretary. 

The second ballot was then taken. 

Dr. ©. M. Brooks. I wish to report a resolution which I think 
will interest us all, and can be agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Board of Bishops be associated with the Board . 


of Trustees and Agent of the Publishing House in the business man- 
agement and program for the next General Conference. 
(Signed) 

C. M. Brooke. 

O. T. DrrvER. 

H. DEAL. 

M. R. Bauincer. 

W. S. Ricwarps. 


Dr. C. M. Brooke. I would like to ask one thing right here; I 
have a purpose in that. We have no knowledge of what this Gen- 
eral Conference will ask of the city where the General Conference 
will be held next time; whether we want it to pay for printing as 
a bonus, or what it is. And we would lke to get right at the busi- 
ness and see whether we can meet the conditions that you fix, and 
I hope that you will have a council so they can determine, if they ~ 
can. 

Docror Funk. I want to know. the meaning of this last resolu- 
tion. I am not opposed to it. I-want to know whether the Board 
of Trustees shall call the Bishops to Dayton on this proposition. 
And if they are to be called there, who will bear the expense? 

Tur Preswent. They will not be called. I suppose the mover 
only meant advisory relation.. 

Docror Brooke. No, not advisory, but that they would have au- 
thority. The Bishops are more in touch with literary work and 
the various interests and departments to be represented than the Pub- 
lishing House Board or Agent, and could probably give a good deal 
of service in arranging a literary program. They could also have 
knowledge of every one of their districts. They go once a year 
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to Dayton, and I understand they have four years to work it out 
in, or at least three years before conclusions are to be reached, and 
that is why I think it very feasible that these general officers should 
be on that board. 

Doctor Funk. I am quite willing, so far as I am concerned, and 
I believe that the Publishing House Board would be willing, that 
the whole question of literary program be turned over to the Bishops 
‘without reference to the Publishing House Board or its Agent. I 
am sure they would be glad. 

Doctor Funknouser. That seems to me to be the proper place 
for that part of the program, and I move that it be our understand- 
ing that the Board of Bishops take care of this literary program for 
the next General Conference. 

Seconded. 

Doctor Brooxr. It is agreeable if you agree to it, of course. I 
would like to have them held together for the entire management, 
for its unity and continuity. If they don’t agree, let us know about 
this money business. 

THe Prestpent. It doesn’t affect your motion, it is simply an 
added item that releases Doctor Funk from the literary responsi- 
bility. 

Doctor Brooxr. I understand the reference is specifically to the 
literary program, but they are also in counsel as to management, also, 
and the business arrangements with the city. The resolution so 
included. 

Doctor Funknouser. No, that isn’t contemplated. I want to in- 
quire whether the committee that has charge of the paper referred 
by this Conference on this very subject, has made its report yet? 

Tue Presipent. J don’t think go. 

Doctor Funxnousrer. I move this be laid over until that report 
is made. 

Tue Presipent. Then withdraw your motion for the present. 

Docror Funkuoussr. I would like the resolution to go over also. 

Tue Preswent. The trouble is that the vote on the resolution was 
taken, 

Doctor Funxuouser. I will withdraw the motion for the present. 
I would like the thing to come up regularly. 

Tue Presipent. Another ballot is ready. 

Secretary Keppel read as follows: 
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REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF Y. P. CO. BE. SECRETARY. 
Second ballot; number of votes cast, 156; necessary to election, 79. 
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©. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Tue Presipent. This ballot elects Rev. O. T. Deever as Young 
People’s Secretary. [Applause.] Mr. Deever is called for. 

Rey. O. T. Derver. Mr. Chairman, I do not know what to say, I 
have no speech to make, I don’t know what to do. I can hardly see 
how I can accept the office with my work in Kansas City to con- 
sider. I would like to think over it. 

Tue Presipent. All right. 

Tur Presipent. Proceed with the Report of the Committee on 
Evangelism. : 

Secretary Keppel read the Report of the Committee on Evangelism. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EVANGELISM. 


We, your Committee on Evangelism, respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report: 


Definition. 


’ Christian Evangelism is the bearing and delivering of the Chris- 


tian evangel, the gospel of the Son of God, to those in need of salva- 
tion, to turn them from darkness to light and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may receive remission of sins and an in- 
heritance among them that are sanctified. 

Inspiration for the Work. 

The great moral and spiritual needs of the millions of our country- 
men; and the fact that Jesus gave himself for the redemption of 
the whole world, and commanded his disciples to go into the high- 
ways, byways, and hedges, and persuade them to come in, and the 
fact that they that turn many to righteousness shall shine as the 
stars forever and ever; all inspire us to. go with our Lord as co- 
workers in winning precious souls. 


Educational. 


That the spirit of evangelism may be made to comprehend the 
highest development and efficiency of the whole man. We, therefore, 


recommend: ; 
First. An annual reading course for all our active, ordained min- 


isters. The course to cover social service and Biblical, expository 
evangelism. 
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The books to be selected by a committee composed of the Senior 
Bishop of the Church, the President of Bonebrake Theological Sem- 
inary, the Publishing Agent, and: the Editor of the Religious Tele- 
scope. 

The books recommended by the committee to be furnished by our 
own house, at the lowest possible price. 

Second. That a course of biblical theology be provided by the same 
committee to be used by all our pastors to guide them in teaching 
in all our local churches, that the laity of our Church may become 
rooted and grounded in the Word of Truth. 


Organization. 
I. General Commission. 

There shall be a general Evangelistic Commission, consisting of the 
Seeretary of the Home Mission Board, the Secretary of the Steward- 
ship Commission, and four ministers and four laymen, to be elected 
by the General Conference. 

The work of this commission shall be to arrange for the employ- 
ment and support of evangelists to work in the church at large, and 
to provide and send out such literature as will arouse a greater in- 
terest in this department. 

Il. Conference Committees. 

Each annual conference shall have an evangelistic committee con- 
sisting of the presiding elder, three other ministers, and three lay- 
men, elected by the conference, which shall have the oversight of the 
special evangelistic work of the conference. 


Local Church. 


There shall be a committee of three or more in each loeal church 
who, in conjunction with the pastor, shall constitute a local evangel- 
istic committee, of which the pastor shall be the chairman. It shall 
be the duty of this committee to arouse an evangelistic spirit in the 
local church, and if possible, to enlist every member of the society 
in soul winning. This committee shall take an annual census of the 
locality in which the church is situated, and tabulate the result for 
the use of the church and Sunday school. 


Evangelists. 
No person shall be recognized as an evangelist in our Chureh who 


has not been appointed to stich relation by the conference to which 
he belongs. 


Classes of Evangelists. 
Two classes of evangelists are to be recognized, ‘as follows: 
First. Evangelists at large who may work independently or under 
direction of the General Commission. 
Second. Conference evangelists who are employed by the 


annual 
conference at a stated salary. 
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Evangelistic Support. 

The expense of annual conference evangelism shall be provided for 
the same as conference superintendency is, provided, however, that 
the evangelist shall take offerings in the meetings he holds and 
report the same to the conference treasurer. 


Duties of Conference Evangelists. 

1. To study approved evangelistic methods so as to be able to 
teach and train others. 

2. In addition to special evangelistic meetings in the churches, 
camp meetings, and the like, he shall be recognized as the leader 
in the evangelistic features of the annual conferences, institutes, 
conventions, ete. 

3. He shall have the privilege of spending at least four weeks of 
the year in attending Bible conferences, evangelistic conferences, or 
some places for special preparation. (Signed) 

A. E. Wricut, Chairman. 
J. E. Srannon, Secretary. 


Tr Presipent. This report is before you. Do you want a motion 
to adopt as a whole, or item by item ? 

A Voice. As a whole. 

Rey. J. E. Wutson, of Southwest Kansas Conference. We would 


- like to have inserted under the article of “Inspiration for the Work.” 


In this the love of God constraineth us, and we pray the Lord of 
the harvest that he may send forth laborers into his harvest; this 
love can never be satisfied until the last soul of earth is reached; 
hence, our goal for the quadrennium is to double our membership. 


Rev. J. E. Witson. We offer this because we didn’t have a cor- 
relation meeting after it went to the printer, hence there were some 
things left out that we would like to have had in the original report. 
We would like to offer this as a part of the report of the committee. 

Tur Present. If you are all agreed, this will appear as a part 
of the original report. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. ; 

Dr. C. Wuirney, Home Missionary Secretary. I wish to ask an- 
other question about the commission. The work of this commission 
should be to provide for the employment and support of an evangel- 
ist, or is that work to be supported by the Church at large? What 
provision is made for that—does that come in the budget? 

Ture Prestipent. Will the chairman of the committee answer, or 
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Rey. J. A. Groves. The idea is that if there be a general evan- 
gelist employed by this commission, that this commission shall pro- 
vide for his own expenses. 

Tuer Present. Raise its own money ? 

Rev. J. A. Grove. Yes, sir. The idea was taken of the work that 
the Home Mission Board had been doing in the past. . 

Rey. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. A part of this 
is already provided for, it seems to me, in the section of Home Mis- 
sions. I move that this whole paper be tabled. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipent. It is moved and seconded to put the whole paper 
on the table. That is not debatable.. 

Rev. J. A. Groves. After all our great speeches on evangelism, 
and after all the recommendations of the Bishops, and all of the ex- 
pressions of desire that have been made on this floor for a forward 
movement in evangelism, are we going to put evangelism to sleep 
in the end? 

The motion to table this report did not prevail. 

Tur Presipent. The report does not go to the table, and is now on 
its passage. 

Rev. J. T. Fosrer, of West Virginia Conference. May I ask a 
question concerning a part down near the close of the report: “Kvan- 
gelistic Support. The expense of annual conference evangelism. shall 
be provided the same as conference ‘superintendency 18; provided, 
however, that the evangelist shall take offerings in the meetings he 
holds and report the same to the conference treasurer.” Now, if 
this whole matter is under the care of 4 committee appointed by the 
conference, they will look after that in their own way. What might 
apply to one conference may not apply to another. I move to elimi- 
nate that article. 

Seconded. 

Rev. W. F. Gruver. I move to amend by striking out the words, | 
“the same as conference. superintendency is,” and insert in their 
place, “by the annual conference.” This portion will then read, 
“the expense of annual conference evangelism shall be provided for 
by the annual conference.” 

Seconded. 

Rev. J. E. Witson. Asa member of this committee, allow me to 
state here, so far as the discussion of these other questions, there is 
no precedent for us to go by. There was no articulation of what was 
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expected of us by the Bishops or in their body. We brought this 
in after considering the best we could what seemed to us to be the 
meaning, and we trust that as we go over this, that you will take this 
_into consideration. 

Doctor Fostrr. I hope the conference will vote upon the amend- 
ment to eliminate this whole proposition. If the annual conference 
arranges for evangelism at any certain place, I guarantee the annual 
conference will provide the expense. And hence, if this matter is 
to be left to a committee in: the annual conference, let that committee 
direct that part of the business. It may suit in one place and an- 
other conference will have altogether a different line of procedure, 
and I think this Conference will do a wise thing to eliminate that 
article. 

Rey. J. A. Groves. I think, brethren, that if you will eliminate 
this item—TI think it would take the very heart out of this evangel- 
istic idea, because that has been the trouble. It has put the office 
of evangelist, if we'have ever had one, down to such a minimum, that 
no man whom we desire to look upon as a conference evangelist would 
accept the position. The idea is to get this into such form as to put 
such dignity to the office of evangelist when he is elected by a con- 
ference, that he will feel he is somebody and is going out to do some- 
thing, with some authority behind him. The office of evangelist in 
the conference ought to be on an equal basis with the superintendency. 
There is as great need for an evangelist as there is for a superin- 
tendent or a presiding elder. 

Rev. G. E. Berton. I would like to move that we eliminate both 
these amendments and vote it as it stands now. If we vote it as it 
comes from the committee, you will find that not one-half of the con- 
ferences will have an evangelist. If you leave it for each conference 
to state, as the amendment to the amendment is, then we are free to 
act as we see fit. I hope we will vote this so each conference can 
act on its own compensation. 

Bisuor MaruEws. This whole question of evangelism has been on 
my heart perhaps more than anything else, except the matter of edu- 
cation, in our Church, and you have shared the same sentiments. I 
would like to ask, whether. any arrangement for the support of this 
joint commission, has been made in caring for the support and cost 
of operation of the great denominations of this country—whether you 
are simply providing for the support of an evangelist in the confer- 
ence or have provided for a joint commission, and then the designa- 
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tion of an evangelist at large and a conference evangelist. If not, 
then we will keep ourselves where we were before, without any advanc- 
ment whatever. We ought to be in harmony with all the great move- 
ments of the various denominations. We ought to support the joint 
commission for a splendid general evangelist over this country to help 
us quicken the heart of the Church and to lead the forces in action 
with personal pastoral evangelism. ; 

Rev. Maurice Nicuots. The idea was, that would be left with the 
general Commission on Finance. 

Rev. J. M. Kuiant, of East Tennessee Conference. I want to ask a 
question. Is the evangelist employed by the general commission not 
to take any offering in meetings ? 

Rev. A. R. Ayers. That is all provided for. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I would like to ask a question. If this goes 
through, with this denominational or general evangelist that this 
paper is intended to provide, can he say to the East Pennsylvania 
Conference, You must let me work in your conference? Will he have 
authority to go wherever he pleases, whether the pastor wants him or 
not ? 

Tur Presipent. No, he is under the conference board. 

Docror Lowery. Then I do not believe the East Pennsylvania 
Conference Board cares for an evangelist. 

Rev. F. G. Rapasaucu. Suppose we have a commission in the an- 
nual conference, and that commission authorizes the man to take cer- 
tain territory, can he do so regardless of the pastor or pastors in that 
territory ? ; 

The Presipent. No, that is contrary to the whole law of the 
Church. 

. Rey. C. P. Hopkins. By this paper, is it mandatory upon the an- 
nual conference to employ. or is it only optional 4 

Tue Presipent. It is optional. It is machinery to be used if you 
have the power to use it. - 

Tue Presment. The amendment offered by Doctor Gruver is 
before you. Will Doctor Gruver state it again? 

Docror Gruver. The expense of annual conference evangelism 
shall be provided for by the annual conference; provided, however, 
that the evangelist shall take offerings in the meetings he holds, 
and report the same to the conference treasurer. 

The amendment to the amendment prevailed. 

The item, as amended, was adopted. 
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Doctor Pumupri. Under the sub-head “Educational,” a com- 
mittee is selected to prepare a set of books, and the same committee 
is to outline a course of biblical theology. Now, if this is to be 
done, it ought to be done right, and no man ought to recommend a 
book that he has not read, or outline a course that he has not studied. 
If that is done, it will require a solid month’s time of any man 
to be done like it ought. to be done, and the editor of the Telescope, 
I know, is on this committee. His duties have been assigned and 
it is already asked that he take up all his time every day for eight 
or ten hours a day. So far as the editor of the Telescope is con- 
cerned, he must come off that committee, if you are agreed. 

Tue Presipent. Will you say agreed ¢ 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Doctor Wuitney. Why not ask the General Finance Committee 
to make provision for this work? 

Tur Prueswwent. It ought to have been in the report. It would 
become clearly the duty of the committee to meet and formulate an 
article, which would leave the article to the Commission on Finance. 

Rev. M. F. Dawson. A question of information. Does this mean 
that all the ordained ministers shall take a new course of study, 
that is, the actual reading course for all our ministers 4 

Tur Presipent. Yes, sir. 

Rev. M. F. Dawson. Whether we go out as evangelists or not? 

Tur Presipent. Yes, sir. That is for creating an evangelistic 
interest. : 

Rev. M. F. Dawson. Then we have two courses of study? 

Tur Preswwent. That is what it means if this item passes. 

Rev. W. E. Snyper. I move the entire item under discussion be 
stricken out. 

Seconded. 

The motion did not prevail. _ 

Rev. H. Deat. I am in favor of the article, but there doesn’t 
seem to be any limit there as to the number of books to be read or 
to the expense incurred to the different ministers on this course. 

Tue Presiwent. No, it is left to the jugdment of the committee. 
It is supposed that they will be rational and considerate and not 
recommend too many books at first. 

Rev. T. W. Perks. I think we ought to have the word “glected” 
instead of “appointed,” and I move to so amend. 

Seconded. 
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Tue Presipent. It is moved and seconded to amend the article 
on “Evangelists,” so it would read “elected” instead of “appointed,” 
referring to the annual conference action. 

This was adopted. 

Dr. J. S. Kenpaty. I would like to know about the secretary. IT 
suppose it means the seeretary of the Finance Commission is to be 
placed on this as a member. 

Tue Presipent. It means the secretary of the Finance Commis- 
sion, so as to guarantee his interest in getting money. 

Rey. J. A. Groves. That is exactly it, so that the secretary would 
have something to do in financing this whole business. 

Rey. C. W. Kurrz. I move to amend the item “Kvangelistic Sup- 
port,” by adding, “The expense of an evangelist at large shall be 
provided by the General Finance Commission.” 

Seconded. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I don’t propose that we shall pay for a thing 
that we don’t want. If there is to be an assessment from the differ- 
ent conferences to pay for an officer we don’t care to have, then I 
oppose this with all my heart, for we are not going to do it. We 
are not asking for an evangelist in East Pennsylvania Conference, 
we propose to take care of that field ourselves, and we do not pro- 
pose, therefore, to pay for an office that we don’t think we need. 

Docror Kenpatn. I would like to ask that you strike out where it 
says, “the secretary of the Stewardship Commission.” 

Rev. M. F. Dawson. If I want an evangelist and can find the 
man I think will suit my people, and the people want him, we will ” 
take care of him. Last winter I asked my people whether they 
wanted an evangelist, and they said, “No, we don’t want one.” 

Tue Presipent. Then why not insert the provision here, “those 
conferences that do not wish the use of the general evangelist shall 
be exempt from this claim.” That would give you local government 
on this. 

Rev. M. F. Dawson. If we are to study about twelve volumes in 
order to be biblical, we can be our own evangelists. 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz. The question I have in mind is with reference 
to how the expense of an evangelist that might be secured by the 
Home Mission Board, how we should meet his expense, whether 
from the General Finance Commission, or by a special assessment 
or from the Home Mission fund? 

Tue Presipenr. This would be provided for as in the past. 
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Dr. W. H. Wasuincer. I think Brothers Lowery and Dawson are 
exactly right. We like the method suggested by Doctor Dawson, 
that we have our own evangelist, and take voluntary offerings. I do 
not know why we could not have this in all of the conferences. I 
merely speak for our own conference. 

Dr. R. J. Wuirr. It seems to me, we are not ready to vote that 
the Commission on Finance shall make an apportionment for this 
sum or for this amount or object, and then this commission on 
evangelism to secure evangelists and they go out to hold meetings. 
Supposing that in their judgment they send out a brother who does | 
not succeed, or if they send out one who does succeed—is it under- 
stood that the whole Church is assessed to support that man, the 
local church or the congregation where the meeting is held, or 
where there is special interest and enthusiasm or where the money 
ean be raised? They say his salary is provided for and it will not 
seem necessary to put forth any effort on this line, and thus the 
whole Church would be compelled: to carry on this evangelistic work. 
I am opposed to that arrangement. If a man goes out and has 
power to succeed in stirring the people, he will get his pay, and 
the men who do not succeed are the very ones who would force 
themselves upon this commission, by one means and another, and 
then be sent out and their support would be secured and the Church 
would not be benefited. I think the best test of whether a man 
can do good and help the Church is whéther he can move the congre- 
gation and the community in such a way as to get the support. 
I am opposed to assessing the whole Church in this way to support 
an evangelist. 

SEorETARY SippALL. I would like to ask a question. We will have 
many men in our conferences asking for an evangelistic relation— 
they will have the privilege of taking either the general or conference 
relation. If a man takes a general evangelistical relation, does that 
mean the General Evangelistic Commission will have to support 
him ? 

Rey. A. R. Ayers. That point is well taken. If the commission 
accepts him, we will have to accept him. Is that the point? 

Tue Presipent. That is what it means. 

Rev. A. R. Ayers. I can’t see any reason why we should be com- 
pelled to accept him if we do not need him—if we do need him, why 
should we not support him. Leave the matter open for the commis- 
sion to employ him if they want him. If anybody wants him, after , 
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\ 
the commission says he shall go, let them call him. Let them have 
him at their own expense. If he serves well, let them pay him 
well; if he does not serve well, let him go home. : 

Dr. J. W. Litty. I move that this item be laid on the table. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipent. We will vote on Doctor Kurtz’s amendment. 

The amendment did not prevail. 

Tue Present. And that leaves the commission itself to appoint 
such evangelists at large as it may desire, and to take its own 
methods of guaranteeing the support. 

Mr. L. A. Riper, of Lower Wabash Conference. I think the senti- 
ment of this whole matter is being erystalized as to whether we 
want the whole commission to do it or not. I move you, sir, that we 
strike out the first article under the organization paragraph, and 
also the item called “first” under evangelist, which refers back to 
that. That leaves then, if I may be permitted to speak, that leaves 
the whole subject of evangelism endorsed by this General Confer- 
ence, but permits the using and paying of these evangelists to be 
handled by the annual conferences separately as they desire. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipent. It is moved and seconded—notice it carefully— 
that under the head of “Organizations,” you strike out the first item, 
which reads, “There shall be a General Evangelistic Commission, 
consisting of the Secretary of*the Home Mission Board, the Secre- 
tary of the Stewardship Commission, and four ministers and four 
laymen to be elected by the General Conference.” And then drop- 
ping down to the clause on “Evangelists,” it would strike out Item 1, 
which provides that evangelists at large who may work independently 
or under direction of the General Commission. To strike out these 
two items. 

Dr. Cuartes Wuirney. I would say that for a general evangelist 
there is a great call. We can’t fill the calls. If we send them to 
points of considerable strength, they will board themselves. We hire 
them for so much a year and expenses; we have been doing that, but 
I want to have some light as to where this money is to come from, 
and if there is provision made for it—if it is to come out of the 
Home Missionary Society, or where? But I desire to leave this fact 
with you, that if an accredited evangelist is sent to a place outside 
of the commission, he usually will support himself. The conference 
will usually do that. 


732 


UNITED ‘BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Rev. J. A. Groves. I have given this matter ten years of thought, 
and it is my impression that some of our dear brethren who are ° 
speaking against this have not given it years of thought and con- 
sidered the importance of this matter. If you cut out the first 
under “General Commission,” then you cut the head right off of 
this whole business, and that is what would cause us to be known all 
over this world as an unevangelistic church. Other denominations 
as strong as we are, are taking just such a step as this and be- 
coming strong in this matter of starting evangelistic movements 
from the head, and our Bishops have recommended it to you, among 
the recommendations, Are we going to ignore their reeommenda- 
tions? Are we going to ignore all this great evangelistic movement 
in our country and put ourselves on record here that we don’t want 
any head to evangelism in our Church—are we going to do that? 
I hope you will not eliminate this item. If it is not exactly as you 
think it ought to be, I pray that you may fix it up. There is no 
compulsion about employing any evangelist in this item, it was not 
the intention of the committee. It is optional absolutely with the 
commission. It will give a head to this, so if the Church wants to 
employ an evangelist or evangelists, there will be some one to do it. 
We did not know how he was to be supported. If this matter of 
support doesn’t suit you, put some item in that will suit. And as for 
the other item that was to be cut out—when you say there shall be 
no evangelists at large that may work independently, then we cut 
out the opportunity of the annual conference to grant an individual 
an evangelistic relation at large. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. I think you made a false impression. If he 
does well, they will pay him; if not, they won’t pay him. The strong 
conferences want evangelists in the strong congregations, but some- 
times you go to work down where they most need you and they are 
the least able to pay, but after you get the results crystalized and 
in shape, I suppose you can do it. It puts us in shape like the boy. 
with the new boots, he couldn’t get them on until he wore them a~ 
couple of days. [ Applause: and Laughter. ] 

The motion to strike out did not prevail. 

Tue Present. Are you ready to vote on the entire report? 

Dr. O. E. Wiis, of Erie Conference. I think this is a very 
vital thing indeed, and I have an addition that I would like to offer 
under the head of “Organizations.” We have, in our country, an 
interdenominational organization on evangelism. The chairman of 
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that organization has asked me to do just what I am going to do 
now. At the close of the paragraph on “Organizations,” I would like 
to offer this, and it will put us in harmony with the general organ- 
ization on evangelism in the country. The Committee on Evangel- 
ism will be empowered to co-operate with the interdenominational 
Committee on Evangelism in recommending evangelists to repre- 
sent oui Church in united évangelism. That request has come from 
the interdenominational organization, and J am sure we want our 
Church represented on that commission, 

A Vorce. The committee will accept that. 

The report was then adopted. 

Pror. J. P. Wusr, of Southeast Ohio Conference. There is no pro- 
vision made for the place of the Editor of the Religious Telescope 
on that committee. 

Tue Presipent. If you want to substitute some officer or other 
individual—if not the committee will consist of only three. 

Doctor Funk. I rise to a question of privilege. I did not know 
the Publishing Agent was a part of the committee in this last report. 
I want to ask this Conference to excuse me from. serving on this 
Educational Committee. I want to ask that, as a general consent. 

Dr. A. P. FunkuHouser. I move you, Mr. President, that the re- 
quest be granted. 

Seconded. 

Doctor FunkHouser.. And that the committee consist of the 
Senior Bishop and the President of Bonebrake Seminary. | Both 
men of splendid capacity. 

Doctor Funk was excused from service on this committee. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. I offer the following resolution: 


’ 


Resolved, That no other business shall be in order except reports’ 
of committees and elections until they are disposed of, and that the 
Committee on Rules shall report at once the order of reports and 
elections. 


Seconded. 

It is approved. 

The Committee on Station of the Bishops will now report. 

SecreTarRy Kepper. Your Committee on Stationing the Bishops 
would recommend that the Bishops be stationed by districts, as fol- 
lows: East District, Bishop Weekley; Central District, Bishop Math- 
ews; Northwest. District, Bishop Fout; Southwest District, Bishop 
Kephart; the Pacific District, Bishop Bell. 
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I would like to move that the Report on the Stationing the Bish- 
ops be adopted. 

Seconded. 

The report was approved. 

THe Presipent. Secretary Keppel will read the Report of the 
Committee on Courses of Study. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COURSES OF STUDY. 

We, your Committee on Courses of Study, respectfully submit the 
following report: : ; 

That the introduction to Section 1, Page 76, Items 2 and 35 Sec- 
tion 1, Page 77, the note at bottom of Page 79, Section IIl., Page 80, 
and Item 1, Section IV., Page 81, remain as they now are. 

That the following course of study be substituted for the present 
course for quarterly conference preachers in Section I., Page 76: 


FIRST YEAR. 

Books to be Studied. 
Bible—Exodus and Matthew. 
United Brethren Handbook—Shuey. 
English Grammar—Maxwell. 
Leading Facts of American History—Montgomery. 
Study of the Four Gospels—Hurlbut. 
United Brethren Discipline. 
Hints to: Lay Preachers—Mvyer. 
Quiet Talks on Prayer—Gordon, 

Books to be Read. 

_ Life of Otterbein—Drury. 

Our Heroes, Vol. 1—Weekley and Fout. 
The Call of China and the Islands—Funk, Hough, and Mathews. 
Individual Work for Individuals—Trumbull. 
Mormonism, the Islam of America-—Kinney. 
Laymen in Action—Quayle. 
Three books at least are to be selected and read. 


SECOND YEAR. 

Books to be Studied. 
Bible—I. and II. Samuel and the Gospel of St. John. 
Composition, Rhetorice—Brooks and Emerson. 
Theological Compend—Steel’s Binney. 
Confession of Faith—Blaikie. 
General History—Myers. 
The Frontier—Ward Platt. 
The Why and How of Foreign Missions—-Brown. 
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Books to be Read. 
Life of Edwards—Davis. 
The Social Message of Our Lord—RBishop Bell. 
Our Heroes, Vol. Il—Weekley and Fout. 
Immigrant Forces—Shiver. 
Reeruiting for Christ—Stone. 
Tongue of Fire—Arthur. 
Three books at least to be selected and read. 


Add to Section II., Paragraph 1, Page 77: There shall be a stand- 
ing secretary for the Committee on Courses of Study, who shall keep 
permanent records of each licentiate, of each examination, by whom 
conducted, the grades given in each book or study, when he com- 
pleted his course, when he is ordained, transferred, or dismissed. 

A book shall be provided by the annual conference and shall be 
preserved as the property of the conference. 

Page 78, Section II., Paragraph 2. After words “each year,” in- 
sert the sentence: “The sermon for the first year’s examination shall 
be upon a practical theme; for the second year, a doctrinal; for the 
third year, an historical, and for the fourth year, a social. 

In Section II., Paragraph 2, Page 78: The following course of 
study shall be substituted for the present course of study. 

FIRST YEAR. 
Books to be Studied. 

The Teaching of Christ—Morgan. 

Future Leadership of the Church—Mott. 

Extemporaneous Preaching—Buckley. 

United Brethren Church History—Berger, Part I. 

Making of a Sermon—Pattison. 

Principles of Education—Ruediger. 


Commit to Memory. 
The Ten Commandments, Psalms 1 and 2, and the Beaten 


Books to be Read. 
gees Handbook of the Bible, Old Testament—Green- 
ngus 
With Christ in the School of Prayer-- Murray, 
Life of Glossbrenner—Drury. 
David Livingstone—Blaikie. 
The Worker and His Bible—Kiselen. 
Winning the Oregon Country—Faris. 
The Preacher’s Master Passion—Robertson. 
Three books at least from this list are to be selected and read. 


SECOND YEAR. 
Books to be Studied. 


The Christian View of the Old Testament—Kiselen. 
The Preacher—Hoyt. 
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United Brethren Church History—Berger, Parts 2, 3, and 4. 

Fundamentals of Child Study—Kirkpatrick. 

Exegetical Studies, Epistles, Galatians, I. and IL Timothy, and 
Titus. (Use Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, or Dumme- 
low’s Commentary.) 


Commit to Memory. 
Isaiah, forty-third chapter; First Corinthians, thirteenth chapter. 


Books to be Read. 
Encyclopedic Handbook of” Bible, New Testament—Green-Angus. 
Life of Weaver—Thompson. 
Autobiography of Finney. 
The Church in the Open Country—Wilson. 
Twice Born Men—Begbie. 
The Bible: Its Origin and Nature—Dodd. 
The Indwelling Spirit—Davison. 
The Foreign Missionary—Brown. 
The Point of Contact—DuBois. 
Three books at least from this list are to be selected and read. 


THIRD YEAR. 
Books to be Studied. 
System of Christian Doctrine—Sheldon, pp. 1-322. 
Psychology—Angell. 
The Pastor Preacher—Quayle. 
Reasonable Biblical Criticism—Beecher. 
Church History—Fisher. 
Exegetical Studies, Amos and Philippians. : 
(Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, or Dummelow’s Com- 
mentary.) 
_ Commit to Memory. 
Acts 17: 22-31; Psalm 34. 


Books to be Read. 
Jesus Christ and the Social Question—Peabody. 
Problems of the Old Testament—Orr. 
The Spiritual Life—Murray. 
The Preacher, His Life and Work—Jowett. 
The Spiritual Life—Coe.’ 
Building a Working Chureh—Black. 
The Church and Social Questions—Rauschenbush. 
Rural Christendom—Roads. ' 
Three books at least are to be selected and read. 


FOURTH YEAR. 
Books to be Studied. 


System of Christian Doctrine—Sheldon, pp. 325 to end. 
The Building of the Church—ZJefferson. 
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Ethics—McKenzie. 
Jesus and the Gospels—Denney. 
Apologetics—Kephart. 


Books to be Read. 


Christian Nurture—Bushnell. 

Social Message of the Modern Pulpit—Brown. 

Christianity and the Social Crisis—Rauschenbush. 

Education in Religion and Morals—Coe. “3 
Pastoral and Personal Evangelism—Goodell. 

Prophecy and the Prophets 
The Light of the World—Speer. 

Things Fundamental—Jefferson. 

Principles of Economics—Bullet. 

The Resurrection—Orr. 

Life of Mueller—Pierson. 

Theism—Bowne. 

Four books at least are to be selected and read. 


On Page 81, Section IV., Paragraph 2, Line 2, substitute six (6) 
for five (5), “shall” for “may,” and add the following to the para- 
graph: “and his annual conference license surrendered.” The para- 
graph will then read: 

Should any licentiate fail to complete the prescribed course within 
six years, he shall be referred to his quarterly conference and his 
annual conference license surrendered. 

In Section IV., Item 3, Line 4, Page 81, strike out “may” and in- 
sert “shall.” The phrase will then read, “shall be excused from ex- 
amination in the annual conference course of study.” 








Recommendation. 

That the members of the faculty of Bonebrake Seminary are re- 
quested to suggest to the Committee on Courses of Study in advance 
of the next General Conference, a list of books which they regard as 
important or essential for these courses, in order that the courses 
may be of the highest character. 

H. H. Four, Chairman. 
I. H. Avpsricur. 

W. H. Spancuer. 

K. L. SHury. 

J. H. Harris, Secretary. 


Dr. W. O. Jones, of East Nebraska Conference. I presume this 
committee has been very thorough in its work. JI move that it be 
adopted without reading it. 

Seconded. 2 

Tue Preswent. Of, course, that would refer it for correction to 
the Committee on Correlation before it becomes a part of the Dis- 
cipline. 
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The report was approved. 
Secretary Keppel then read the Report of Committee on Dea- 
conesses’ Work. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON DEACONESSES’ WORK. 


We, your Committee on Deaconesses’ Work, recommend the fol- 
lowing changes in Discipline. See Page 70, Section 1. 

Sub-section 2. Beginning at the word “be” in the first line, 
strike out all that follows to: the word “to,” in the fourth line. At 
the end of this sub-section add the following: “she is not, however, 
required to look after the finances of the Church.” 

This sub-section will then read as follows: 

“Her duties shall be to visit from house to house, reading, praying, 
singing, teaching, exhorting, or comforting the people, as the case 
may require; to nurse or otherwise minister to the sick and needy ; 
to solicit funds or supplies and distribute the same; all under the 
direction of the pastor, to whom she shall report as often as he may 
require; she shall not, however, be required to look after the finances 
of the Church.” : 

Sub-section 4. After the word “work,” in the fourth line, add the 
following: “and such salary as may be mutually agreed upon.” 

The sub-section will then read as follows: 

“The deaconess work is a high and holy ealling for sacrificial 
service. Kach local church must provide for any necessary expense 
attending this work, and such salary as may be mutually agreed 
upon, always, however, encouraging those who enter upon this serv- 
ice to do so for the love of Christ and humanity.” 

Sub-section 7. At the end of the sub-section, add, “the faculty 
of Bonebrake Seminary shall prepare suitable questions on each 
book, as in the case of annual conference preachers.” 

The sub-section will then read as follows: 

“Tf the deaconess is deficient in any of the common-school studies, 
she must pass examination in these, along with the preseribed course 
of study. The presiding elder and pastor shall conduct the exam- 
ination in writing annually, or a part of the course quarterly, as -the 
candidate may desire. The faculty of Bonebrake Seminary shall 
prepare suitable questions on each book, as in the case of annual 
conference preachers.” 

Sub-section 8. Prefix to this sub-section the following: 

“She shall complete the course of reading within three years or her 
license shall not be renewed.” 

At the end of the sub-section add the following: “and may be 
given membership in the annual conference.” 

The section will then*read as follows: 

“She shall complete the course of reading within three years or 
her license shall not be renewed; on the completion of the course 
of study, and two years practical work under the direction’ of the 
pastor or an equivalent course in an approved training school or 
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literary school providing such course, the deaconess shall be conse- 
erated to this service by a Bishop or presiding elder, and recelve a 
permanent license and may be given membership in the annual con- 
ference.” 

We recommend that the faculty of Bonebrake Seminary prepare 
a practical course of study for deaconesses and that the same be 
placed in the Discipline. 

A. S. Hammack, Chairman. 
J. B. Connerrt, Secretary. 


Pror. H. H. Basu. I move the report be adopted as a whole. 

Seconded and adopted. 

Tur Presipent. The secretary will read the Report of the Com- 
mittee on Formulas. 

Dr. J. T. Fosrer. I move we pass the Report of the Committee on 
Formulas without reading. 

Seconded. 

Docror Funk. The Report on Formulas should be referred to the 
Board of Bishops. 

Rey. G. E. Brerrou. I think that will be satisfactory. 

Tur Presipent. The motion is that the Report of the Committee 
on Formulas be passed without reading, but subject to the approval 
or revision or editing, by the Board of Bishops. 

The motion was adopted and the report approved. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FORMULAS. 


We, your Committee on Formulas and Forms, recommend: 

1. That Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 12, 14, Chapter 26, be left 
unchanged. : 

2. That-in the provisional programs in Sections 6 and 7, on Pages 
184, 185, 186, the names of hymn books and numbers of hymns be 
omitted. ~ 

8. That Section 11, Pages 192, 193 be eliminated, and the follow- 
ing formula be substituted as a marriage ceremony. 


The Marriage Ceremony. 
The minister shall say: 
We have gathered together in the sight of God and in the presence 
of these witnesses to join together N. and M. as husband and wife. 
If any person present knows any good reason why these persons 


should not thus be united in marriage, let the same now speak or 
forever after keep silent. 


No such reason being given, the minister shall then say, addressing 
the man and woman jointly: 


Do you and each of you covenant yourselves together in the holy 
bonds of matrimony to live together after God’s Ordinance as hus- 
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~ band and wife so long as you both shall live? If so, answer, “I do.” 

The minister shal: then join their right hands, and placing his 
right hand upon theirs, shall say: 

Those whom God hath joined ‘together, let no man put asunder. 
Insomuch as you have consented together in marriage and have 
declared the same before God and in the presence of these witnesses, 
I pronounce you husband and wife, in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Followed by a brief prayer. 

4. That Section 138, Pages 195, 196, be left unchanged except the 
last paragraph, which shall be made to read as follows: 

Inasmuch as the soul of our brother (or sister) has passed out of 
time into eternity, we commit his (or her) remains to the ground, 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust, in the confident hope of 
the general resurrection through our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming 
and Velory: 

Benediction. 

5. That Sections 1 and 2 on Pages 198, 199, 200, 201, 202 be left 
unchanged ‘except Paragraph 3, Section 1, on Page 198, “in good 
standing,” of the second line “at—request” of third line, and “and 
recommendation” of the fourth line, be omitted. 

7. That the pastor’s report on Pages 203-207 remain as at present. 

8. That Section 4, Pages 207, 208, remain unchanged. 


Recommendations. 


7. That the following formula for dedication of parsonages fol- 
low Section 10 in Chapter XX VI., and be known as Section 11: 


Parsonage Dedication. 


The following order of service may be used: 
Seripture Reading. 

Singing. 

“Prayer. 

Singing. 

Sermon. 

Offering. 

Singing. 

Scripture reading with congregation standing. 

It pleased God in ancient times when he gave his chosen Baile a 
sanctuary, modeled and dedicated after his own counsel, to also pro- 
vide a ministry of service, that the fires might be kept burning, 
and that his name might be honored through the generations. 

He also set apart a certain tribe and a certain family, distinctly 
chosen to perpetuate, in purity the service of his sanctuary. 

And his chosen tribe and family were provided with material sup- 
port and permanent ‘provision for their use as servants of his and 
homes dedicated for this purpose. 

Our Savior also provided a gospel ministry to perpetuate his Word 
and fill the world with the gospel of the kingdom. He likewise pro- 
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vided for their support in the statement: “They that preach the gos- 
pel shall live by the gospel.” In accordance with this provision, our 
parsonages are dedicated to God as property of the church, thus 
providing homes for those who proclaim the will of God to the people 
and preach the gospel of salvation to the multitudes. 3 

This house has been built and this property set apart as the home 
of the prophet by the offerings of the people, and we now bring’ it 
as an offering unto God, in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

9. Dedicatory prayer. 

And now Lord, God of our fathers, we give this house to thee. As 
thy people have builded it to thy glory, we pray that thou wilt ac- 
cept it in the’ name of thy Son, our Savior, and manifest. thyself 
approvingly to all that have given to this work with a sincere desire 
to honor thee. Show forth thy power and glory in the salvation of 
sinners and in the edification of thy people. When thy servants 
preach the Word, be thou in them and accompany the truth by thy 
Holy Spirit to the hearts of all that shall hear. Preserve this house, 
we beseech thee, from fire and storm and make it a very great bless- 
ing. And not only accept this: house, but also our hearts, as we 
dedicate them anew to thee. Cleanse them and make them fit 
temples for the indwelling of thy. Spirit. Accept, we pray thee, all 
we bring in this hour of consecration, sealing it with thine own 
approval. And at last gather us all into that eternal temple, not 
made with hands, and thy name, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, worthy and glorious, shall have all the praise evermore. Amen. 

10. Address to the trustees at the dedication of a parsonage. 
Brethren: You have been selected by the church to hold the honor- 
able and responsible place of trustees of this house, now dedicated 
to the service of Almighty God. In this office you reptesent the 
chureh, and will act on its behalf and for its welfare, but in no 
sense forget the interests of the community which are identified 
with this house. 

It is your duty to protect, and to improve or repair this building 
and grounds as occasion may arise. You hold your office at the 
option of the quarterly conference; therefore, seek its counsel in 
all important matters. . : 

I now give this key to the president of the board, as the symbol 
of your authority. I pray that Christian faith and hope and love 
may dwell in your hearts, and that the holy spirit may be your guide 
and comforter. ~ 

11. Delivery of the keys in the name of the Trinity, to hold in 
trust for God and the United Brethren in Christ. 

12. Doxology. 

13. Benediction. 

8. That Sections 11, 12, 138, and 14, in Chapter XXVI. will be 
numbered 12, 13, 14, and 15, respectively. 

9. That the following form for annual -report of pastors be 
adopted, 
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(Tere the annual report.) 

10. We recommend that the proposed forms be referred to a com- 
mittee composed of the Publishing Agent and five presiding elders: 
or superintendents chosen by the chair. These to be approved with- 
out printing. (Signed) 

G. E. Brerrcu, Chairman. 
I. J. Goon, Secretary. 
J. 1. Horr. 
J. W. Martin. 
” C. M. Brooke. 
S.-E. Taynor. 


SeorETARY Kepren. The Committee on Family sub-nits the fol- 
lowing report: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FAMILY. 


We, your Committee on the Family, respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

That Articles 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 remain as they now are, and that 
Article 6 be added, which shall read as follows: 

“Every pastor shalt be required to preach at least once a year on 
the sanctity of the home, and to warn his people against the de- 
basing influences that friperil our oe life.” 

J. M. Kyigur, Chairman. 
= S. M. Love, Secretary, 
S. HE. Tayror. 
ss D. L. Dous. 
Mrs. J. Rivenart. 
Mrs. S. S. Hutt. 
F. Saaru. 
TB: shane: 
evi ORESStER. 


On motion of Rev. I. EK. Runk, the report was adopted. 

Tut Preswent. The Secretary will read No. 23, Report on Itin- 
erancy. 

Secretary Keppel read the report, as follows: 


REPORT OF .COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY. 


We, your Committee on Itineraney, respectfully submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

That Section 1, Item 1, of Page 65 be made to read: 

All members of the annual conference who offer themselves with- 
out reserve, after having labored two years under the direction of 
the stationing committee or presiding elder, and have been received 
by vote of two-thirds of the members of conference, shall be recog- 
nized as itinerants. 

That Item 3, Page 65, read: 
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Should a pastor, after duly entering upon the work assigned him, 
desire to leave the same for any reason, he shall inform the presiding 
elder of his intentions, in writing, at least thirty days before his res- 
ignation is to take effect, and satisfy him that his full proportion 
of the benevolences have been secured in cash or good subscriptions, 
and that all other obligations to the charge have been satisfactorily 
adjusted; and should said minister leave or neglect his charge, ex- 
cept it be through sickness or other unavoidable circumstances, he 
shall be accountable to the next annual conference. 

That Item 7, Page 66, be omitted from the Discipline. 

That Item 3, Page 70, read: 

Tt shall be the duty of a cireuit or station, when a preacher is sent 
to it by the annual conference, to provide a house and move the 
preacher, at its own expense, from any point within the bounds of the 
conference. 

(Signed) ComMIrrEer. 


Dr. D. D. Lowery. I move we adopt the report. 

Seconded. 

Rey. W. M. Jones, of North Kansas Conference. I would like to 
ask as to what this last line means, “the annual conference to pro- 
vide a house and move the preacher at its own expense from any 
point within the bounds of the conference.” What is the intention 
of the committee? Moving expenses in total? Is that correct? 

Tuer Presment. That is the meaning. 

The report was adopted. 


Secretary Keppel then read the Report of the Committee on 
Judiciary. 


REPORT OF JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 


Your Committee on Judiciary, to which was referred the inter- 
pretation of the third paragraph of the Report of the Committee on 
Superintendency, referring to the matter of letter ballot, desires to 
report, that it is the opinion of said committee that the provisions of 
said paragraph do not contravene the provisions of the Constitution, 
but if enacted, will be valid. 

Resolution: The Committee on Judiciary offers the following . 
proposition. First. Amend Paragraph 8, Page 58, Discipline, to 
read as follows: 

Paragraph 8. The Bishops shall hold annual meetings in which 
they shall determine the time of holding the annual conference; 
adopt measures to secure uniformity in their administration; and 
when circumstances demand it, appoint fasts and thanksgiving sea- 
sons, give counsel upon the general interests of the Church, and shall 
decide questions of Discipline, provided, that when the minutes of 
the General Conference show the adoption of a resolution or motion, 
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the provisions of which are in conflict with the provisions of the 
Discipline and which resolution or motion does not expressly re- 
peal or amend said provisions of the Discipline, then the provisions 
of the Discipline .shall stand as the law or enactment of this Con- 
ference; and provided further, that in case of inconsistent resolu- 
tions not affecting existing provisions of the Discipline, that the 
one last adopted shall stand as the enactment of the General Con- 
ference. 


Add to Section IX., Page 41; paragraphs to be numbered 20 and 

21, as follows: , 
Meetings. 

20. The General Conference shall convene in regular session on 
the second’ Thursday of May, and in special session upon the call of 
the Board of Bishops. 

21. The quadrennium shall begin upon the adjournment of the 
General Conference, and the tenure of office of all general officers, 
secretaries, and members of boards shall take effect upon said ad- 
journment, provided, that officers who have charge of large amounts 
of personal property, shall have forty days thereafter within which 
to make inventory thereof and settlement of his accounts. 

J. Cogan, 

S. W. Lorv, 

R. H. Benner, 
Committee. 

Rey. I. E. Runx. I move to adopt this report. 

Seconded. 

Docror Brooker. I think there is a little omission in Item No. 21 
that is important. If it means the old officers are working forty 
days, and the new ones are working forty days, who works for noth- 
ing? Or is that a double salary? That is something we must not 
forget. : 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. I move that item be stricken out, and to amend 
by saying, “to take effect on the first of July following the ad- 
journment of the General Conference.” 

Seconded. 

Tur Presient.. The amendment is before you. Does that include 
the Bishops? 

Docror Wuitr. Yes, and to everybody else, the secretaries and 
the general officers shall hold their offices until July first. I don’t 
suppose that would include the Board of Bishops, but just the sec- 
retaries who have charge of the work of the Church. 

Tue Prusipent. Then ,you would haye to put in “except the 
Bishops.” 
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Docror Wuirx. I understand that has beén the rule of the Church 
heretofore. : 

Dr. C. M. Brooxr. There are many of these officers who cannot 
begin their work at once, and I believe that forty-day arrangement 
is all right, but we ought to arrange for paying both men. 


Tue Presienr. The motion is that it be made uniform and 


begin the first of July. 
Pocror Wuire. I do not wish to except the bishopric, for I under- 
stand their salary has been paid until the first of July, and there- 


fore the new Bishops cannot draw a salary until the first of July. _ 


That is the rule. 

Tue Presipent. The word “except” will not be inserted in. The 
mover withdraws it. 

Rey. J. W. Owen. I would like to call your attention that in the 
Report on Itinerancy adopted, that it provides that a pastor who de- 
sires to leave his Church, shall give his presiding elder thirty days’ 
notice before he does so. 

Bisuop Weextry. There are several things to consider in this 
matter, brethren. In the first place, you elect a Bishop and 
he is brought on the platform and presides as a Bishop, and the 
acts of the General Conference are held to be valid with that Bishop 
presiding. In the next place, you will find in the Discipline that 
the. Secretary of the Home Mission Board is required to call his 
board together. The new secretary is required to call the new board 
together, immediately upon adjournment of the General Confer- 
ence, and elect an executive committee, and other boards do the 
same thing; so, you see, you are getting mixed up badly at this 
point. Now, it seems to me that this report ought to be adopted. 
It comes from men of judgment, attorneys, and it will get us out of 
this difficulty because if you make the change proposed, then you 
involve other things very essential to the work of the General Con- 
ference and the Church. I would like to hear Judge Bennett on 
that. 

Mr.*R. H. Bennerr. I do not think there is any particular diffi- 
culty in following this plan. I took the matter up with Doctor Funk, 
who has the largest amount of property to handle, with some of the 
Bishops who have had this interpretation, and it seemed with the 
forty days’ provision there as to the property, it ought to leave it 
in better condition in this way than any other way. This fixes the 
status of the officers at once and it is impossible for them to cut 
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loose from the engagement in which they are already employed for a 
little time. We ean make the other arrangements, probably, just as 
easily as you can shift any other rules of that kind. It is 1mpos- 
sible to accommodate everybody, but these boards elected. at this Gen: 
eral Conference can do their organizing now, and get ready for work, 
and.we would save an immense amount of work that we could do 
without getting together after the first of J wy. Further, four years 
ago you passed a resolution’ that your Discipline takes effect after 
the fifteenth of August. The men elected took their places on the 
first day of July, without any law governing them whatever. The 
Bishops are required to interpret the law applicable to the body now, 
and yet you undertake to say that your Discipline cannot go into 
effect until after the fifteenth of August, and your men take charge 
of business on the first of July. The person elected has no status. 
The officer who undertakes to take possession on July first has no 
law back of him, unless there is a provision in the old Discipline. 
That is why it is necessary to make some provision. Now, then, the 
only inconvenience comes in the rule to the men that are elected 
to these new positions to adapt themselves to it. The old officer 
doesn’t have any difficulty, because he goes on as he has always, 
and it is only in case of the new officers that any inconvenience 
oceurs. This fixes the quadrennium, beginning at a certain time 
and not at a later time. There is really no difficulty when you come 
to.examine into it and does not expect the status of the men. 

Mr. L. O. Mitier. I would like to have you vote intelligently on 
this matter. Your treasurer has to do with this, because he has bills 
to pay. Theré ought to be some specific date when these terms of 
these officers begin so I will know what to do. 

Doctor Funx. So far as I am personally concerned, I agree with 
Mr. Bennett. For instance, there comes questions as to the edi- 
torial part of the house, in the work of the editors and whose sal- 
aries the Publishing House pays. You have elected Bishop Fout, 
taken him out of the editorial work of the Church. Does his suc- 
cessor come into this at once, under this provision? JI want to know. 
I know that is not his understanding. I know he has his work 
mapped out complete up until July first, and it does not seem fair 
to have a partial work taken out of a man’s hands when it is about 
half completed. I don’t know who is going to.take it up and finish 
it. When Brother Bennett spoke to me about this matter, that had 
not come to my mind, and so I feel free to make that statement. 
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Rev. L. L. Eptry. In regard to the question that Bishop Weekley 
raises concerning the Board, I see no reason why these boards should 
not meet here, organize and elect their executive committees and let 
them work after July first as well as not. I see no reason why a 
board has to begin work immediately upon adjournment of General 

Yonference. ‘They can meet and organize, and those officers take up 
their work after July first. I can see where we are overlapping, 
and will overlap. Now, as to the question as to whether an editor 
can turn over his work. You may elect a man out of a pastorate. He 
will have to close up the work of his pastorate and it will take him 
thirty days to do it. You have elected the president of a college to 
a new office. I know that President Schell cannot take up his work 
until July first, because he has a lot of adjusting to do, and his 


college has not yet closed, his Board of Trustees has not met, no ~ 


provision for a successor has been made, and so you make it a hard- 
ship if you make it immediately upon adjournment of the Con- 
ference. I am in favor of the amendment. 

BisHop WEEKLEY. I rise for another question: If the old secre- 
tary is to continue as the real secretary of the Church, say for Home 
Missions, under what board does he work? If the new board goes 
into office immediately the old board goes out. Under what com- 
mittee, then, does he work? The officers of a past quadrennium have 
no right to go on and make plans for the new quadrennium. ‘The 
old board is out. Take the Publishing House for example; does the 
old board hold over to July first? If the new board takes charge 
there and the old board exists until July first, you are up against 
another difficulty. You will do the proper thing to accept the report 
of this committee, wisely considered by these eminent jurists. 

Rey. S. L. Topp. I am in favor of July first. The general offi- 
cers have been paid up till that time, the adjustments can all be 
made to that time. We will have the Discipline by that time, and 
the quadrennium will continue until July first, until after the 
next General Conference, making full, rounded-up reports in time 
for adjustment. 

Rev. G. E. Berrcu. The question comes to me, if you make this 
immediately; these men may have been elected for a term of four 
years; if we make it immediately, we cut the salary out. If we make 
it the other way, we cut the other fellow’s salary out. 

Bisuop Maruews. We have considered this matter for months 
and confronted the difficulties. Bishop Weekley is absolutely and 
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eminently right in the:wisdom this committee has presented in their 
splendid report. 

Dr. W. H. Wasuinerr. There are some of us who think we are 
absolutely right. Now, there are difficulties both ways, and we grant 
that, but I think there are more this other way than Bishop Week- 
ley’s plan. JI have tried to balance the two, and inasmuch as these 
men are paid up to July first, and also, inasmuch as was stated 
awhile ago and passed, that the pastor must not leave his church 
until he gives the presiding elder thirty days’ notice. 

Doctor Funk. I think a correction ought to be made here. Not 
all the General Church Officers are paid up until July first, only 
the Bishops. The rest of us are paid by the week. You see the force 
of that statement ? 

Tuer Presipent. As many as will vote the amendment fixing the 
tenure of office to begin the first of July, will raise the hand; op- 
posed, like sign. The motion prevails and the amendment is adopted. 
Now, on the report as amended, are you ready ? 

Dr. J. E. Four. It seems to me there is another item here which 
has not received our consideration, and that is in regard to the 
boards. The old boards are elected .to serve until their successors 
are elected. “If you elect otherwise, you are in conflict with the 
charter, and that being true, with the Seminary Board, when this 
General Conference elects another Seminary Board, according to 
‘your new charter, the new board takes effect under the act by which 
that institution is incorporated, and why couldn’t that obtain with 
reference to the others? It is understood that the boards can come 
together and do business. They have been legally elected, and there- 
fore, succeed the old board and not let them run until the first of 
July before they take charge. 

. Bisuop Keruarr. Bishop Weekley has stated the important mat- 
ter here. I think it deserves attention. If there is a legal phase 
in this matter, that needs to be complied with. Our other adjust- 
ments ought to be made to comply with that, and our attorneys here 
have told us, have given us their advice on this, have told us plainly 
that there are legal questions involved, and certainly if there are 
legal questions involved, such as Doctor Fout has called attention 
to, if there are legal propositions involved, we should think of that. 
J think the motion has been adopted which brings up legal phases 
to which we have not paid attention. 
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Mr. A. H. Laveusaum. I would like to ask a question, if Bishop 
Kephart will allow? If I understood the amendment, it was that all 
the general officers would take their offices on July first. I see no 
reason why the boards, if the law provides under the papers of 
incorporation, cannot immediately commence business. They do not 
have to change their location. They do not have to change their 


occupations. They do not have to move from the residences they _ 


now occupy. They are men of business. Boards can be organized 
and the new officers can act under the new boards just as well as 
under the old board, and Ff don’t understand that this amendment 
referred at all to the boards, and if the law provides that these boards 
are to come together to work, there is nothing to interfere with the 
organization. I never knew an instance where an officer was elected 
that it was feasible for him to immediately take charge of the office 


that he knows nothing about. I have been elected to take public. 


office, and the law fixes the time that I shall take the office, giving 
me opportunity to acquaint myself with the duties of the office. 
I think it is an injustice to every new man elected to immediately 
place upon him the responsibility of that office without giving any 
opportunity to close up the business in which he is now engaged, 
and familiarizing himself with the duties of the new office. I am 
in favor of this amendment, and I don’t believe there is anything 


“under the incorporation law that will interfere with the boards. 


elected immediately succeeding to the places to which they were 
elected. 

Mr. E. L. Suuny. I believe the more we study this report, the 
more we will see we made a mistake. As I understand the amend- 
ment, the quadrennium shall begin on July first after adjournment 
of the General Conference, the tenure of office of all general officers, 
secretaries, and members of boards shall take effect. Now, that 
very clearly is not in accord with the organization under the char- 
ters of several of our boards, and I believe it is not in accord with 
the wisdom of doing so. Why could we not recognize all these legal 
questions, and they are numerous, simply under a provision that of- 
ficers shall have forty days after the adjournment of -the General 
Conference in which to make any settlements, and in which to 
arrange for the work of their offices. I recognize there is some 
difficulty even there, but I believe the difficulties will be less under 
such conditions, and if you want to make it the duty of the Bishops 
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to see that a proper arrangement is made for offices that are prac-. 
tically all executive during the interim of the General Conference. 

Rey. L. L. Eptey. I move to amend further this item by striking 
out “members of boards.” ; 

Mr. E. L. Suurny. That leaves undefined the question that has 
bothered us since I was a boy, when does the quadrennium begin, 
and where does it end? Let us have a plain time when it begins, 
but let it provide that the officers shall have forty days in which to 
adjust their affairs. 

Mr. R. H. Bennett. You will notice this embarrassing situation; 
if you make the term of office of the Bishops commence on the first 
of July, those Bishops who are newly elected have no business in 
the council unless they are there as a matter of courtesy, until the 
first of July. We would all think our Bishops were mighty slow 
if they didn’t get together and do anything looking towards the next 
four years until after the first of July, and we would think they 
were mighty discourteous to the new men if they didn’t take them 
in and put them on the basis of one whv had a right to be there. 
The purpose of this is to fix the status of your men. Now, you need 
some arrangement for adjusting affairs. Let your adjustment be 
made, but fix your principle. Brother Epley, over here, says this 
does not need to apply to board members.- I want to say I don’t 
find a thing in the Discipline anywhere that says a member of the 
board shall take his office at the time of his election. Your charter 
might say that that is true, that the board members shall be elected 
to office for so long a time and until their successors are elected. 
Practically all of them say that, but that charter.don’t make them 
members of the board. You make them members of the board here, 
and if you pass a resolution that they shall not sit as members of the 
boards for two years, they wouldn’t begin to be members of the board 
and assume the duties of the offices for two years, and that charter 
ecouldn’t make any difference in it. It has nothing to do with the 
question of the tenure of office, but this does. It fixes it, and the ~ 
principal thing is, it relieves us of that embarrassment as to the 
new Bishops and of the new boards. I am ona board now that has 
already met and taken certain action, the members of the new 
board have consulted, but the old board, as a matter of fact, would 
be the board, and they have the absolute right to continue until the 
first of July, unless you make some provision otherwise. If you 
simply strike this out, except as to the boards, you still don’t fix 
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the time when the board members begin. If you are going to do 
that at all, say the tenure of office of the general secretaries shall 
begin the first day of July, the tenure of office of the Bishops at the 
adjournment of the General Conference, and of the boards at the 
same time or as soon as elected. That fixes the time. You don’t 
necessarily have to fix it all, but it seems to me you can put it on 
a straight basis of a certain time so this could be done easily, and 
that will relieve us of the embarrassment. J ix a provision for ad- 
justment, but let the other stand. 

The amendment to strike out “members of boards” did not prevail. 

Bisnop WreEktey. I called your attention to the matter of Bish- 
ops. We would like you to settle the question now as to when a 
Bishop is a Bishop of this Church. The Bishops elected have been 
distributed among the various boards, in fact, they have met with 
these boards already, some of them have presided ovér the General 
Conference. When does a Bishop become a Bishop in this Church? 
That is the question. Am I one under the new election, or am I 
not? 

Dr. C. W. Kurtz, of Miami Conference. I move we reconsider 
the amendment on fixing the date as the first of July. 

Seconded. 

The motion to reconsider was adopted. 

Bisnop Werekitey. You had now better let it stand as the com- 
mittee brought it in. 

Me. E. L. Suury. I move that the officers have forty days in which 
to settle accounts. 

Seconded. 

Rey. 8. L. Topp. Some of us can’t understand the difference be- 
tween from the twentieth of May to the first of July, and forty days. 

Mr. L. O. Mittzr. I want to raise again the question as to sal- 
ary, that is something with which I have to deal, and something with 
which the Agent of the Publishing House has to deal. You have 
changed the basis of your salaries all the way through. If you apply 
this principle to the salary account, then that comes in immediately 
on all these secretaries and the Board of Bishops and in the Pub- 
lishing House. That affects Doctor Funk in the payment of his 
salaries. Heretofore you have been accustomed to fixing the tenure 
of office to the first of July, when salaries shall take effect, and 
it has been your custom to place administration upon your boards 
immediately upon adjournment. Your fiscal year ends the first 


752. 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


day of April, and all your reports to the General Conference are 
fixed upon that date. 

Doctor Funk. Just in addition to what Mr. Miller has said, take 
for example, will the Agent be expected to pay the salary of Bishop 
-Fout, Doctor Fries, and Doctor Owen up until the first of July, 
according to this resolution ? : 

Mr. E. L. Saury. I don’t know how you would do it in Church 
affairs, but I know how we would do it around the factory. Having 
fixed the quadrennium to begin at the close of this General Confer- 
ence, all those officers who hold over would begin the new salary im- 
mediately following the General Conference. Those officers newly 
elected to any position would get their salaries when they report for 
work, and the old men gave up the duties, and the old men would 
continue with salary at the old rate until they gave up their duties, 
and it must be within the forty days. 

Doctor Funk. The new man wouldn’t get any salary until— 

Mr. Suvey. Until he begins his work. 

Doctor Funx. May I ask a question, Mr. Shuey? As it would 
apply to the successor to the Publishing Agent. If there is a time 
in the world when that man ought to be on his job, it is during that 
forty days, in order to retain and close up the business affairs. 
Now, what are you going to do in that case? 

Mr. Suury. Pay him. 

Doctor Funk. That is the point. 

Mr. Suuey. [If it is important that both men, the old and the 
new, should be together for any time during those forty days, pay 
them both and get the benefit of the service of both men, ‘and we 
will avoid lots of difficulty afterward. 

Rev. M. R. Bauuincer. I would like to move an amendment to 
the amendment—to substitute July first instead of the forty days. 

‘Seconded. 

Tue Presipent. That is the amendment that is before us, but it 
is amended by Mr. Shuey’s motion. 

Mr. Suvury. No, I will accept that. We will say they shall have 
until July first. 

Tue Presipent. Mr. Shuey accepts your suggestion, Mr. Bal- 
linger. Now, are you ready for Mr. Shuey’s motion ? 

Rev. L. L. Eptey. Bishop Weekley raises the technical question 
in regard to the Bishops. I don’t think if we adopt the amendment, 
as presented, that it will clear up that matter. If these Bishops who 


753 


a | = (Sk rt eS a Oe a eee ee Ae ee 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


have presided here are not to take their places and be Bishops until — 
the adjournment of the General Conference, then we are still against 
the same proposition as if not until the first of July. I don’t think 
that question needs to be raised here. I believe these men presided 
by the courtesy of the Board of Bishops, and the fact that we 
recognize them as our presiding officers would legalize every act iat 
was done while they were presiding. 

Mr. A. H. Lavcuraum. For illustration, take the editor of the 
Sunday-school literature; does he continue to draw his salary as 
editor of Sunday-school literature until July first, and begin to 
draw his salary as Bishop immediately upon adjournment of this 
Conference? Are you paying double salaries to these officers that 
go from one office to another? 

Mr. E. L. Saury. My amendment provides for that—that officers 
shall have until July first to make inventory and settle their ac- 
counts and arrange their work. Now, if Bishop Fout could not 
begin his work as Bishop until he cleaned up his editorial work, he 
would not begin with the Bishop’s salary until he had that work com- 
pleted, but I say if he does the work of both, he ought to have pay 
for both. 

Dr. J. E. Four. J am not so much interested in this end of the 
line as I am four years hence. My point is this: if the quadren- 
nium is to close, as it relates to the next session of the General Con- 
ference, there isn’t a man big enough in this Church to close up the 
books of the Seminary within a week’s time after the General Con- 
ference closes. Now, I know what I am speaking about. I know 
how Doctor Brooke worked when he turned the books over to me. 
It will take any man thirty days to get the books in shape and take 
an inventory of the notes and assets of that institution. My salary 
commenced July first. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. I rise to a point of order. We have already 
given forty days in which to fix up the books. If the other fellow 
wants the job he will have to meet the requirements. 

Dr. Grorce Mitter, of Iowa State Conference. I simply want to 
raise this question. In case in a Bishop’s district, a presiding elder 
dies and there is a vacancy left, who is to arrange for the new pre- 
siding elder, in case the new Bishop for the district cannot take 
his place? Who is to do it, the old Bishop or the new? 

Tue Present. The old Bishop, I guess, 


754 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Bishop Wrektry. The new Bishop will, or ought to fill the va- 
cancy. 

Secretary SmpaLtt. The matter of adjournment of Conference 
wouldn’t help the Bishops out. Why not make the Bishops upon 
_ election, the boards at the end of Conference, and the offices on July 
first. It seems to me we want a solution so we can do these things. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I move that this item be referred to the com- 
mittee for restatement. 

Seconded. 

The motion did not prevail. 

Secretary Keppet. I move, as a substitute, that Paragraph 21 
read as follows: “The quadrennium shall begin upon the adjourn- 
ment of the General Conference, and the tenure of office of all Bish- 
ops shall take effect upon their election, and other general officers 
and secretaries upon the first day of July succeeding the adjourn- 
ment of the General Conference, and members of boards immedi- 
ately upon adjournment of the General Conference. 

Seconded. 

Rev. J. W. Laks, of St. Joseph Conference. It seems to me that 
that does not obviate the difficulty; if you will allow a personal refer- 
ence to Doctor Fout, he is a general officer, his tenure of office be- 
gins July first. He is our elected Bishop. His office begins now 
under election. : 

Dr. J. E. Four. The objection also is made that the boards have 
already been at work. You make them also illegal, why not make 
them also upon their election? 

Tur Presipent. That ought to be so, instead of upon adjournment. 

Dr. P. O. Bonzsrake. I have~another objection to this. It is 
absolutely unfair to the Bishop who is presiding to unseat him until 
that Conference has adjourned. According to this, he would be un- 
seated in the midst of the Conference. You humiliate him. 

Rev. W. M. Jones. You will see that the difficulty will confront 
you whichever way you look, but the only thing you can do is to 
prepare something which is to take effect the next time. You can’t 
undo things which have been done; whichever way you go, you are 
in the same difficulty. It seems to me the action of this General 
Conference can only be decided at the end of this quadrennium, and 
begin right there. We have already gone too far. 

Secretary Keppel’s substitute did not prevail. 


755 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. I move that we strike the entire item out 
and leave the Discipline as it stands. It has been perfectly satis- 
factory. ‘ 

Voices. “ Question, question. 

Tur Present. There is nothing in the Discipline on the question. 

Docror Bonrprake. It has been arranged heretofore on July first, - 
it is a good thing to have variation. 

Secretary Krppret. It don’t seem to me there would be any harm 
if we would refer this back to the committee and have a restatement 
from the committee at the first of the meeting this afternoon. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I renew my motion. 

Seconded. 

Doctor Funk. Two of the members of that committee have gone 
home, and only one is left. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I am the only one here. I am satisfied with 
Brother Shuey’s amendment; if you desire it in that form, it is be- 
fore you at once. 

Dr. A. S. Hammack. There is another member of that committee 
here, J. H. Brunk. 

Tue Presipent. Are you ready to refer with the understanding 
that the Bishops shall announce some other members for ‘thar 
committee ? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tue Preswpent. We will add to that committee Brother E. L. 
Shuey and Brother A. H. Laughbaum. Now, are you ready to refer? 
Those favoring will lift the hand; opposed, by like sign. It is a vote 
and the item is referred. 

Dr. C. M. Brooxr. I move we do now adjourn. 

Seconded ; 

By general consent, on account of the importance of certain busi- 
ness, Doctors Washinger and Gossard were excused, 

After the announcements of district meetings by the Bishops, and 
of several board meetings, the motion to adjourn prevailed, with 
benediction by Dr. M. R. Drury, of the California Conference. 


ELEVENTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 
Monpay, May 19, 1913. 

Conference opened with Bishop Weekley in the chair. 

Rev. Mr. Pontius led in singing, “Come, ‘Thou Almighty King,” 
and Rey. J. E. Wilson, of the Southeast Kansas Conference, led in 
prayer. 
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Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. We have the Report of the Nominations 
for the Finance Commission. 

_ Rev. I. KE. Runx. I move a blackboard be placed on the platform 
and the names placed thereon and that we vote from that. 

The motion of Rev. I. E. Runk was seconded and adopted. 

Mr. L. O. Mituer. There are a number of expense bills that have 
not been reported to me. It will be impossible for me to prepare a 
neport and submit it to the General Conference. J ask that you au- 
thorize the treasurer to prepare his report for the record. I don’t” 
believe you have made any appropriation for the payment of the 
services of your secretaries. 

On motion of Dr. A. P. Funkhouser, Mr. L. O. Miller was 
granted permission to submit his report for publication in these 
minutes of the General Conference. 


REPORT OF TREASURER OF GENERAL CONFERENCE EXPENSE FUND. 


Balance after paying all expenses of General Conference 


tere NOM eee Rare hte ape toh ee eee A al ce ee taal ci Si vin grove eee $657. 17 
Rebate by the Canton, Ohio, church on meal tickets...... 56 25 
Receipts from annual conferences, as per detail following 12,487 54 
Received interests on temporary loans ...............46- 564 60 

PE ENA OCCIG LC ea oe NR okey te lies ue aoe ale sisteieina ee 64 $13,665 56 
Paid expenses of General Conference at Decatur, 1913.... 10,193,47 

TOA Aiea See EL ee ee alec asthe sf ciss See POAT OOD 


Details of General Conference Expense Account. 
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a 3 ges 3 Seen tess | 
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Allegheny: ....-. $318.45. $1,000.00 $1,818.45 $804.30- $514.15 
@alitornia \ cai - 132.29 130.00 262.29 125.00 187.29 
@hickamauga. «sec... 15.00 15.00 San seen 15.00 
@olorado., sco. = LEGI00 85.00 251.00 144.00 107.00 
Columbia River . 183.12 85.00 968.12 90.35 TEL. 
‘East Nebraska .. 102.64 225.00 327.64 203.40 124.24 
AS tO UNG: ie eo trek wee ey 600.00 600.00 331.00 269.00 
FE. Pennsylvania ......... 1,000.00 1,000.00 750.00 250.00 
East Tennessee .. 265.25 125.00 390.25 84.50 305.75 
MOTORS seston ote ra 82.19 250.00 392.19 195.00 137.19 
(GEOL OVA sures cre. 21.99 40.00 61.99 44,47 17.52 


757 


ie BEL when pe SE en 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


=. Ao ve. 
gg 308 Ree 8 
CONFERENCE op Ei 20 8 9 

EEE: A28 q B83 a. 

£58 aos e E30 g 
Indiana oe a oS) 17883 400.00 578.63 586.39 a 7.76 
Iowa State ...... 295.85 650.00 945.85 275.05 670.80 
Kentucky ....... 33.93 50.00 83.98 1.60 89.33 
Louisiana ....... 42.00 80.00 122.00 68.68 53.32 
Lower Wabash .. 84.90 600.00 684.80 323.13 361.77 
Miata 254 e358 82.44 1,000.00 1,082.44 1,082.44 ....... 
*Michigan ... er. 8.50 175.00 166.50 166.50 ~ nani 
Minnesota ...... 161.14 125.00 286.14 99.40 186.74 
MipsOuPh. 5.25 «{ss, -BO648 180.00 516.43 221.08 295.35 
BeOS 22s A rh 225.00 225.00 145.88 81.12 


North Kansas... 72.14 - 580.00 699214 549.64 49.50 
*No. Illinois . .cr. 17.37 500.00 482.63 405.12 W751 


North Nebraska . 185.62 85.00 270.62 80.00 ~ 190.62 
North: Texusint oc.0\ oa. 50.00 50.00 20.00 30.00 
Ohio. Germans). 8eso>a. 200.00 200.00 185.00 15.00 
Okiahonia, sass... 163.29 180.00 3843.29 130.65 212.64 
Oreson niet: 19.82 130.00 149.82 179.00 b 29.18 
Pennsylvania ........... 1,000.00 1,000.00 1,000.00 ....... 
Sis Joseph. i... 2. 309.26 925.00 1,234.26 1,283.66 60 
Sandusky .....:. 97.39 1,000.00 1,097.89 663.25 434,14 


Southeast Ohio ....166.03 650.00 816.03 B39.40 476.68 
Southwest Kansas 5TD7 200.00 Q57.57 149.50 108.07 


Naircinia ss ee. 141.49 350.00 491.49 216.39 275.10 
West Nebraska .. 149.55 200.00 . 349.55 283.25 59.30 
West Tennessee . 107.00 #50.00 157.00 4.00 153.00 
West Virginia .. 297.60 450.00 747.60 380.88 366.72 
« White River ..... 384,74 925.00 1,309.74 439.98 869.81 
Wisconsin ....... 89.75 160.00 249.75 207.70 42.05 
AGL ETCAC wacls Geet pea te ere eens 50.00 50.00 50:00: See 
China le a ee Tt 50.00 50.00 50.00 
JAPA: SIS, cy Bares rake 50.00 50.00 50.00 
Portoskhico.2c chat 50.00 50.00 50.00 
Philippines ..... saeene 50.00 50.00 50.00 





__, Dotal .......$4,747.37 $14,895.00 $19,590.63 $12,487.54 $7,176.97 
* Credit balances 1909. 

a $7.76 overpaid 

tds sa eeaa, Total... i025. 15. eee Oe 


: $19,590.63 $12,450.60 $7,140.03 
L. O. Miturr, Treasurer. 


Tue Presipent. Are you ready to take up the unfinished business ? 
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Dr. R. J. Wuire. I move that the secretaries be paid the same as 
_for the last General Conference. 

This motion was seconded and adopted. 

Dr. P. O. Bonusrake. Inasmuch as the hour is very late for the 
Committee on Nominations to act on the Evangelistic Commission, 
I would like to move that that phase of that order be changed so as 
to permit the Bishops to name this Evangelistic Commission before 
the Conference adjourns. 

Seconded by John W. Ruth, and adopted. 

Docror Funxuousrr. I have a resolution that I want to offer: 

Resolved, That instead of certain whole pages always being set 
aside for specific Church departments and interests having much 
sameness in matter and appearance, the Telescope be open at all times 
to proper and full report of all our Church agencies, as the interest 
of our holy cause may demand to the end, that'in its makeup and 
contents it will appeal more and more to our people, young and old, 
and become a family necessity because of its ability in its-editorial 
and other pages, and stir into enthusiastic loyalty and consecration 
our whole membership, and thus imsure an increasing circulation. 


Seconded by Dr. A. S. Hammack. 

Dr. A. P. Funkuousrr. Perhaps I should explain what I mean. 
I am at the other end of this Telescope business. I am a pastor on 
the field. -I -have more difficulty to get a subseriber a second time 
than I do the first time. As an advertising agency, I bring this 
paper into its opportunity. The Velescope itself should make its 
field and secure its place, and, knowing some of the things that are 
in its way, I make this suggestion here, to take them out. A paper 
that looks alike, always has about the same sort of things on that 
page, and when the reader who isn’t specially interested in that thing 
comes to that page, he turns it over; so that without reading it will 
not take very long to read many issues of the paper. I believe that 
the Telescope is not an arm of any department, it is not an avenue 
to set forth clerical doings or the machinery of the little details 
of that department, but it is a great agency for the uplift, instruc- 
tion, and enthusiasm of our people. And the more energy that the 
editors, the more energy that every agency can put into it, the more 
it will be what it ought to be. I have looked over the matter, and 
it seems to me this is a step in the right direction. 

Pror. H. H. Baisu. If I understand the import of Doctor Funk- 
houser’s motion, it is this: instead of having the different depart- 
ments of our Church always represented on the same page, or in 
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the same part of the Telescope, he prefers to have them scattered 
around in different parts of the paper. I confess, I don’t see the 
necessity or the wisdom of such a change. I have been reading the 
Telescope for a good many years— 

Seconded. 

Docror Funknousrr. Permit me to say, Mr. Chairman, that I 
dowt mean it should be scattered over the paper particularly, but 
that much of the space shall not be set aside for that kind of matter, 
but in the judgment of the editors and departments together each 
department may be properly represented—more some weeks than 
others—put it all together, but as it is now, we frequently get half a 
dozen pages under different editorial control. They furnish the mat- 
ter and these pages must be filled up in that way. 

Pror. H. H. Baisu. There is scarcely a department in our Church, 
Mr. President, that shouldn’t be given one page weekly in the Tele- 
scope. It seems to me there should be enough matter of importance 
in every department of the Church for it to be given one page weekly. 
There is still plenty of room left in the paper for any general inter- 
est that might be brought before the Church. I don’t see the point 
in the motion. 

Mr. E. L. Suury. There is no question about our rights to direct 
the editors, as proposed in the resolution and with the thought and 
plan of Doctor Funkhouser, I think the most of us are agreed. The 
question in my own mind is whether it is wise for this body to prac- 


ee 


tically lay down a law for the Editor of the Telescope as tc the » 


editing of the paper in detail. I wish he would allow me to suggest 
to him the advisability of this. Let him put them in at ane time 
and at another drop them all out. 

Doctor Funxuouser. Let me suggest, we can’t do it naw. Wight 
years ago certain departments were made in this paper. 

Mr. Suvey. The point I was after was this, Mr. President, we 
are trying to edit the Telescope; we all know better thar the editor, 
how to do it. There is no question about that. We are ail certain 
of that, and we are not satisfied with his judgmeni. The rules of 
eight years ago are evidence of the fact that we knew mure than he 
did. I believe in electing the Editor of the Telescope and telling him 
to run it to the best of his ability, and if he doesn” ao it right, get 
another man. That is the simple way to do the thing. I am going to 
make the speech I wanted to the other night. I diawt get a chance. 
I look at it from the business side as well as th editorial. The busi- 
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ness with which I am connected spends thousands of dollars a year 
in advertising in the leading periodicals in this country, but we don’t 
spend one dollar in a church paper, although every one of us would 
prefer to do it if we were to use our own personal preferences and 
own inclinations, because we all recognize that it doesn’t pay. Now, 
I believe that steps taken in the line of Doctor Funkhouser’s sug- 
gestion and other things that could be done, will so strengthen the 
editorial side of our paper that we can get the circulation that will 
enable the leading advertisers in the country to come back to the 
church paper as an advertising medium. It is not only true of our 
own papers, but of others. That will enable them to come back to 
our paper, and we can afford to make a better paper. 

Rev. A. R. Ayers. We have the Report on Preachers’ Pensions, 
and in fairness to the old ministers of this Church who are waiting 
to hear about this, having asked that this pension bureau paper come 
before this Conference, I ask if you will allow us to get this paper 
before this Conference at this time? The chairman of this com- 
mittee has been excused, and this important paper should be heard 
at once. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. It seems to me that Doctor Phillippi ought to 
be heard before this motion is heard, if he wishes to speak upon the 
motion. 

Doctor FunKkuousrer. In order that these reports may be con- 
sidered, I move this be laid on the table until the reports are over. 

Seconded and adopted. 

Tue Presipent. Is the Report of the Committee on Judiciary 
ready 2 

Mr. R. H. Bennett. The Committee on Judiciary desires to re- 
port Item 21, to read as follows: 


The quadrennium shall begin upon the adjournment of the Gen- 
eral Conference, and the tenure of office of all general officers, secre- 
taries, and members of boards shall take effect upon adjournment, 
provided that officers shall have until July first thereafter to make 
inventory, settle their accounts, and arrange their work. 


(Signed) 
Rk. H. Bennet. 
KK. L. SHuEyY. 


A. H. LauGHBAUM. 


Mr. J. T. Hort, of Virginia Conference. I move its adoption. 
Seconded and adopted. | 
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Tue Presipenr. Now, the Report on Ministerial Relief. 
Secretary Siddall read the Report on Preachers’ Pension Bureau. 
) 
REPORT ON PREACHERS’ PENSION BUREAU. 


We recommend the organization of a general Pension Bureau-at 
this time, under the direction and control of the General Conference 
of the United Brethren Church, after the following plan towit: 

First. This Church society shall be called the Preachers’ Pension 
3ureau of the United Brethren in Christ. 

Second. The object of this bureau shall be to provide funds and 
the distribution of same for the relief of superannuated ministers 
and their widows in the Chureh of the United Brethren in Christ. 

Third. The officers shall be a president, a secretary, and a treas- 
urer, and a board of five (5) directors. _ 

The secretary, treasurer, and five directors shall be elected by the 
General Conference. The Board of Directors shall consist of three 
ministers of the. gospel] and two laymen, who shall serve four years, 
without salary, except the secretary and treasurer, who shall receive 
such salary as the General Conference shall determine. 

Fourth. The president shall be elected by the Board of Directors 
to serve four years; the General Treasurer of the Church shall be 
the treasurer of the society. In case of vacancy by death or otherwise 
of any officer of the society, or member of the Board of Directors, 
the Board of Directors shall fill such vacancy. 

Fifth. The Board of Directors shall meet at the close of the Gen- 
eral Conference and organize by electing a president. The secretary 
of the society shall serve as recording secretary at all meetings of the 
Board of Directors. 

Sixth. It shall be the duty of the general secretary to travel 
throughout the Church and solicit funds for the society, and. devote 
his entire time to the work of building up this most helpful arm of 
church life. 

Seventh. The treasurer shall receive and hold all the funds of this 
society subject to the order of the Board of Directors. He shall re- 
ceipt the annual conferences and others for all funds received from 
them, and take receipts for all funds paid out. me 

Eighth. The Board of Directors shall fix an equitable basis for 
each annual conference for this fund. 

Ninth. All surplus funds of the Publishing House which may 
accrue from year to year, shall be paid to the General Treasurer of 
the Church for the use and in behalf of the pensioners of these funds. 

Tenth. Superannuated ministers of the gosepl in the Church of 
the United Brethren in Christ, their widows and children, may receive 
pensions from this fund subject to the following conditions: Min- 
isters must be ordained and have been at least five years in the regu- 
lar work of the Church as pastors or teachers, and must be in good 
standing in the Church and Conference at the time of disability by 
age or otherwise, 
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Eleventh. Widows must be without means of support other than 
their daily labors, and children must be under sixteen years of age 
and without means of support, as in the case of widows. 

Twelfth. Each annual conference shall provide a committee who 
shall receive and verify all claims of members of its own body, and 
forward these claims to the general secretary for adjustment. 

Thirteenth. The general secretary shall receive ali applications 
for pensions and record them in the order received, in a book kept 
for that purpose, and, with the other members of the executive board, 
shall determine the rate of pension per month in the case of each 
applicant, not otherwise provided for, and shall draw an order on 
the treasurer for the same. 

Fourteenth. All pensions granted by this society shall be paid 
quarterly on the first of October, J anuary, May, and August of each 
year. 

Fifteenth. Each pensioner shall furnish a well-authenticated state- 
ment on blanks furnished by the general secretary, signed by the 
general board of his conference and his family physician. 

Sixteenth. The executive board shall consist of the general secre- 
tary, the president of the board of directors, and the treasurer. This 
board shall determine all matters of fact relative to the granting of 


pensions, the rate per month, etc., not otherwise provided. 


Seventeenth. Pensions for the next quadrennium shall be paid 
in the following order: All having served the Church faithfully for - 
forty (40) years and more shall receive a pension of $162 per month; 
thirty (30) to forty (40) years, $12.50 per month; twenty (20) to 
thirty (30) years, $10 per month; ten (10) to twenty (20) years, $84 
per month; all below to be determined as provided in Section Sixteen. 

Eighteenth. Funds now held by an annual conference for this pur- 
pose can be transferred to this general fund, or, in case the annual 
conference does not wish to-do this, or can not legally do so, then 
such annual conference shall use the income of its present fund, or 
such part of it as is needed, to provide for its own superannuated 
ministers, widows, and orphans, on the basis of this general fund. 
But each annual conference must hereafter make and collect the min- 
isterial and apportioned amounts annually for this fund. 

A. R. AYERS. 

J. H. Apricut. 
Grorce Miturr. 
Gro. W. Barrerv. 
A. B. Woops. 

M. F. Dawson. 


Rey. W. L. Cuttpress. I move its adoption. 
Seconded. . 
Dr. R. J. Wurre. F would suggest, item by item. 
Dr. W. R. Func: May I ask this question? Suppose that an an- 
nual conference declines to go into this proposition and to make the 
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assessment here asked, what will you do in connection with the divi- 
dends, if any, from the Publishing House? We had that problem 
up at the beginning of this quadrennium, and it certainly would come 
again under this. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery.. I understand the chairman of the East Penn- 
sylvania Conference carried out his part of an obligation, and it was 
returned to him, saying that the other parts of the Church will not 
enter into it. 

Docror Funk. The charter of the Publishing House requires that 
the proceeds be distributed according to certain rules, and you can’t 
deprive a conference of its rights under that dividend, simply be- 
cause they don’t come into some other rules that you have established. 

Dr. Grorcr Minter. In regard to the item about which these breth- 
ren are inquiring, I think I can say a word as to it. If a conference 
does not wish to go into the arrangement provided ' here, let the divi- 
dend be made to the conference as heretofore, and then the confer- 
ences that are in here can simply go on with their work. Now, Mr. 
Chairman, I wish to state further, I am not a speech-maker, nor I 
don’t want to detain this Conference, but you have a matter before 
you this afternoon that is worthy of careful consideration. This mat- 
ter has been before the Conference time and again, but not, I think, 
in as tangible form as it is now. The most careful preparation was 
made, after the announcement of the committees. I am sure that 
was practical and that certainly would stand upon its own merits. 
In looking the ground all over, as we have since the report was made, 
there were some features incorporated into the report as we have it 
here, that will be objectionable to at least a portion of the body, and 
I have had a little consultation with the chairman of our committee 
and with another member of our committee, the secretary being ab- 
sent, and we talked these matters over and they kindly asked me to 
consider during the interval of the adjournment of the Conference, 
and prepare something possibly that would remove all of these ob- 
jections. And before I make any further statements I wish to state 
that such arrangements have been made in our judgment, and in 
counsel with Doctor Drury, he wrote out the suggestions made, and’ 
I suggest that we hear what he has as really a substitute to this 
report. We would like to hear from Doctor Drury now. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. As Doctor Miller has said, 1 am not a member, 
but I have outlined the suggestions making the changes indicated 
and I think the way to consider this, if we wish to consider it item by. 
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item, is to have the items read and if there are any changes sug- 
gested, they may be made as we progress in reading. 

Tur Presient. Will you consider this item by item ? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. ; 

Rev. F. G. Rapasaucu. This is a long paper. It looks to me that 
it is immature. It is a matter that ought to be thought out care- 
fully. I do not think we ought to read this item by item. I don’t 
believe a paper like this ought to come up in the manner this has 
come before the Conference in the brief time we have to consider it. 

Dr. Grorce Minter. If you will all pay careful attention as it 
is read and as Doctor Drury reads it, it won’t need any suggestion, it 
will stand on its merits. 

Secretary Keppel read the first and second items, and no change 

— was made. 

Doctor Drury. No change. 

Secretary Keppel read the third item. 

Docror Drury. The item, as amended by the committee, will read 
as follows: The officers shall be a president, a secretary and a treas- 
urer, and board of five (5) directors, who shall be elected by the 
General Conference. The Board of Directors shall consist of three 
ministers and two laymen, who shall serve four years, without salary, 
the objectionable features being eliminated, for no general secretary. 

Dr. R. J. Warren. I would like to ask, does this provide for two or 
more general officers ? 

Dr. Georce Miniter. It does not. 

Secretary Keppel read the fourth and fifth items, and no change. 

Secretary Keppel read the sixth item. 

Doctor Drury. The sixth item is entirely eliminated. 

Seeretary Keppel read the seventh item. . 

Doctor Drury. This will become the sixth, and will read: “The 
treasurer shall receive and hold all the funds of this society subject 
to the order of the Board of Directors. He shall receipt the treas- 
urers of the annual conferences and others for all funds received from 
them and take receipts for all funds paid out.” This puts the treas- 
urers of the annual conferences instead of the annual conferences. 

Secretary Keppel read the eighth item. 

Docror Drury. This item will be No. 7, and will read, “The Com- 
mission on Finance shall fix an equitable apportionment for each 
annual conference for this fund.” 

Seeretary Keppel read the ninth item. 
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Docror Funk. On that item, Mr. Chairman, I think those of us 
who have charge of that institution would like very much if this 
General Conference would give an expression with reference to how 
that amount would be disbursed. In case a conference don’t go into 
this, what are we to do? I would like to have an expression. We are 
perfectly willing and did pay over, if I am not mistaken, the first 
$5,000 during the quadrennium to the former pension bureau. 

Doctor Drury. This is the place for that amendment, it seems 
to me. 

Rey. A. R. Ayers. It was understood by the committee in the 
first place that this would be a general fund in addition to that. 
raised by the conferences, that if a conference sees fit to provide for 
their ministers in addition to the general fund, they may do so out of 
their general funds, and in that way they become a party to this - 
general fund, over and above. 

Doctor Funk. They have a right to their proportion of the divi- 
dend and they will not give up that right very easily. They will not 
just acquiesce in letting that go into another fund, when they them- 
selves are not contributing to that fund, and cannot ‘with propriety 
be asked to help on that fund. 

Dr. Grorce Mitirr. I think there will be no disagreement if that 
is not taken in at all. Let the distribution to the conferences be made 
as they have been heretofore. 

Doctor Funk. Then this item ought to go out. 

Dr. Grorce Mitirr. I am perfectly willing it should go out. 

Bisnor KEepuart. Wouldn’t it make it more specific to add this: 
“Providing annual conferences not co-operating with the Pension Bu- 
reau shall receive from the Publishing House their proportionate 
share” ? 

Docror Funk. That is all right. 

Seconded. 

Rey. A. R. Ayers. That would affect the individual pastor too 
much. We are trying to secure attention for the individual pastor 
over and above the annual conferences. If the annual conference 
wishes to auxiliarate this pastors’ pension out of their own funds, 
they have permission to do so; that was in the minds of at least 
some of the committee, so that if this becomes a general pension to 
all aged and worn-out ministers, if in the province of the conference 
they have money and want to add to the benefit of their own, let 
them do so. This is not made for a conference, but this is for the 
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individual minister. So that if my conference would refuse to Zo 
into this affair, that would deny me or any other member of my con- 
ference, the right to have a share in this general pension bureau. 
It is on the basis and order of the great Methodist Church; they aux- 
ihtarate their general fund. 

Rey. J. W. Winson, of Allegheny Conference. If that is true now, 
as I understand it, in case an annual conference does not go into this, 
retains their own funds, then as I understand it the thought is, that 
this is to be over and above that—over and in addition to that, then 
how can we explain Item Eighteen, which says, “Funds now held 
by an annual conference for this purpose can be transferred to this 
fund,” ete. 

Rey. A. R. Ayers. If you will allow me to answer that, I would 


prefer to leave all that out that refers to the annual conference. 
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Doctor Funk. A question: If his conference declines to go into 
the proposition, does he want the Publishing House dividends that 
rightly belong to his conference to be handled by the bureau or does 
he want it to come to the Pennsylvania Conference ? 

Rey. A. R. Ayers. According to the paper, it ought to be handled 
by the bureau, which does not affect our interest. We do not turn 
over our aid fund for aged ministers. We have it in addition to 


the general fund. 


Doctor Funk. I am talking about the Publishing House funds, 


received from dividends. , 
Tue Present. Bishop Kephart will read his amendment again, 


so you will get it clearly. 


Bisuorp Kepnarr. I would add after the word “funds,” the last 


word in the ninth item, “providing that annual conferences not co- 


operating with the Pension Bureau, shall receive from the Publishing 


- House their proportionate share of such funds.” 


en 
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This amendment was adopted. 
Dr. R. J. Wurre. I would like to ask this for information. It 


gays all surplus funds. This does not fix the amount to be divided. 


Les oo 


eee 


What is the intention or purpose of those who planned that—what 
is included in all surplus funds? The Publishing Agent may be able 


to tell us. 
Docror Funk. I don’t know anything about this report, but I want 


to raise this question: You have voted this amendment, which I think 


. 


= 


is right. Now, if the conferences do not co-operate in this, will 


their ministers be claimants on this general fund? 
= 
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Voices. No, no. 

Docror Funk. Let it be understood—that is the reason I am ask- 
ing the question. 

Rev. A. R. Avers. As a minister of the United Brethren Church, 
when there is a support for ministers at large, what we need, breth- 
ren, is a general fund, to reach down to the humblest man or to the 
farthest section of the Church. If the conference have more to give 
him from other funds, thank God, let them give it to him, but we 
need some fund to reach every man. 

Dooror Funk. Therefore, the Conference must decide it, and until’ 
I have official word from the annual conference, I will not pay out 
that fund. 

Dr. Grorck Minter. Will the Conference state what it wants? 
If you don’t want a general fund, let them set it aside, and there are 
four-fifths of the conferences that do want it, and we will save our 
honor by complying with their request. 

Rey. T. W. Perks. I would like to know about the surplus fund, 
does it mean all above the running expenses? That would be my 
interpretation of it—all money above the BopeesOEy running expenses 
of the institution. 

Docror Funx. You mean the dividend, I suppose, instead of the 
surplus fund. The annual dividend is what is meant. 

Dr. Georce Minter. That is what it is—annual dividends. 

Docror Drury. I will change that and it will read, “All dividends 
from the Publishing House,” ete. ‘ 

Mr. G. A. Lampert. Are we to Gideneecea that the levy which 
the Finance Committee makes for the general budget will be appor- 
tioned to the conferences that do not go into this arrangement; in 
other words, will they pay their proportion of the apportionment into 
the general fund, or will they be relieved from paying their propor- 
tion of the apportionment made by the Financial Committee, cover- 
ing the entire Church, for this one interest? That isn’t plain to me. 

Dr. Georce Miniter. If they do not care to go into this beneficial 
arrangement, let the assessment be made and the money raised, and 
let them take care of that money, and keep it here in their home fund 
and take care of their own men, 

Rey. W. L. Curupress. This is one of the most important things 
that has been brought before this General Conference, and it seems 
to me that we are chiefly multiplying secretaries. There has been 
nothing: done for the ministry along these lines. They have multi- 
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plied secretaries, one after another. It seems very strange that when 
we come to one of the most important things that is fundamental 
to the very life of this denomination, they have shown a strange ob- 
stinacy to electing a secretary. The salaries of the ministers of 
our Church average about $500. The ministers who are getting the 
highest never are concerned. We have lost scores and scores of men 
—I know, personally, this to be a fact—because we are not providing 
adequately for-our ministers when they reach an age where they are 
unable to provide for their families. I know a minister on a claim 
who is 79 or 80 years of age, and who is trying to get a home where 
he can go. It is a shame and a disgrace when poverty is in the 
church in this world, for any church to allow its ministers to go 
without aid. If that be-treason, make the most of it. 

Rev. J. W. Owen. It seems to me that most of us have missed the 
point. If I understand it correctly, the funds of this bureau are to 
be provided through the Commission on Finance, which is to make 
an apportionment to the Conference and to all the conferences, and 
this is put in the general budget, and each conference is expected to 
pay its own proper share of this budget fund, and each conference or 
the ministers of each conference ought, therefore, to be eligible to 
the benefit. Now, if any annual conference has a fund of its own 
bringing in an annual income, if they want to add to that fund by 
that which comes from the general fund for the benefit of their own 
pastors, that is their privilege; but, inasmuch as this money is to be 
raised in the budget by all the conferences, every conference, however 
small, ought to have their proportion of all these funds. I think 
the better plan would be to cut out every reference to any annual 

conference. Let them take care of their own, but let them pay their 
share of the general fund and det them get the benefit and use it as 
they may deem proper. All ought to contribute. 7 

Rey. R. A. Hirr, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Now, it does 
seem to me that we ought not misunderstand a matter so plain as 
this. It has been stated again and again that if an annual confer- 
ence does not see fit to go into this bureau, that that annual con- 
ference will not draw anything out of it. : 

Rey. J. W. Owen. I rise to a point of order, the brother has missed 
the point—the only reference that I see to any conference going 
into this business is the last item, is that not correct, and the refer- 
ence there is not about paying their share actually. to this budget, 
but the reference is to paying over any permanent funds which they 
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Dr. J. 8. Fuuron. It is taxation without representation. 

Rey. J. W. Owen. If each conference pays its share of the budget, 
why isn’t it entitled to its share? It is entitled to its share of the 
Publishing House fund. Paar 

Rey. A. H. Reesn, of West Virginia Conference. Just a question: 
Are we to be censured if we don’t go in? 

A Voice. Certainly. 

Rey. A. H. Reese. Certainly we have a right to our part, if we 
are assessed, whether we go in or not, as to the plan of disposal of 
benefits. 

Dr. D. D. Lowrry. It seems to me if we take the explanations 
given that we are ready to vote upon this whole business—the expla- 
nation that Doctor Miller gave of the assessments or apportionments 
made to each conference. If a conference does not desire to go in, 
it just retains its portion of the assessment for its own funds. Now, 
we understand that, and with the amendment offered by Bishop Kep- 
hart, makes that end of it clear. It seems to me, Mr. Chairman, there 
should not be any objections on the part of us who do not wish to 
go into the movement. There is a reason-—some of us feel a little 
timid about this—it was not due to the failure of the East Pennsyl- 
vania Conference the last quadrennium. Our treasurer sent into the 
Publishing Agent, by order of the annual conference, immediately 
after the last General Conference, about going into that arrangement, 
and that money was returned with the statement that the other con- 
ferences did not go into it. I don’t know what the East Pennsyl- 
vania Conference will do, but it may be that it will propose to take 
care of that itself, and if so, we want to know. I am not saying that 
they will. I would not assert that they won’t enter into this arrange- 
ment heartily. I am not making any prediction of this kind, but I 
want to state that in any case we can vote on the report as explained 
in its application to any of these conferences. I am ready to vote. 

Bisuor Kepuart. I accept Doctor Miller’s explanation, but I don’t 
think this ought to be subject to an explanation, so I move this change 
to Item 8, to make it read, “The Board of Directors shall fix an 
equitable basis for each annual conference for this fund, except to 
conferences that do not co-operate with the bureau.” 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Doctor Drury. The Committee on Finance shall fix an equitable 
apportionment. = 

Tue Presipent. Read the next item. 
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‘Docror Drury. The ninth (new eighth) reads: 


All dividends from the Publishing House which may accrue from 
year to year, shall be paid to the General Treasurer of the Church 
for the use and in behalf of the pensioners of these funds. 


Dr. R. J. Wurre. The beginning of the ninth article should read, 
“That the dividends from the Publishing House,” ete. 

Tue Presipent. Are you agreed to that? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Dr. J. S. Fuuron. I am agreed to the first word, but I am not 
agreed to that article reading “pensioners of these funds.” TI think 
the dividends from the Publishing House ought to be apportioned to 
the annual conferences, as it has been, and the annual conferences 
co-operating can place it into this fund. 

Rev. F. G. Rapapauen.- I would like to see this Church have a 
General Pension Bureau, but I would like to see it have it in a 
ereditable manner. I would like to see this whole thing deferred to 
draft plans and submit to the annual conferences during the quad- 
rennium, that we might at the next General Conference create a 
bureau. ; 

Tue Presipent. We would likely be as far off then, as we are now. 

Rev. F. W. Herman, of North Nebraska Conference. This ques- 
tion of the Preachers’, Pension Bureau and various plans of this 
kind are being discussed, and while they are being discussed, the 
preachers are dying off, and nothing is being done for them. I think 
now is the time to act. 

Tue Presmpent. Read the next item, No. 10, i 

Secretary Keppel read: 

Tenth (Ninth). Superannuated ministers of the gospel, in the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ, their widows and children, 
may receive pensions from this fund, subject to the following condi- 
tions: Ministers must be ordained and have been at least five years 


in the regular work of the Church, as pastors or teachers, and must 
be in good standing in the Church and Conference at the time of 


disability by age or otherwise. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. The only change is, they eliminate three words, 
“of the gospel.” “Superannuated ministers in the Church,” ete. 

Dr. R. J. Waite. Just one word. I don’t know but what this’ 
may be foolish to ask such a question, but I think it may arise. 
“Their widows and children?” Now, there is no age lmit to chil- 
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Docror Drury. That comes in the next. 
Secretary Keppel read eleventh item. 
“Widows must be without means of support other than their daily 


labor, and children must be under sixteen years of age and without 
means of support, as in the case of widows. 


Dooror Drury. No change. 

Secretary Keppel read twelfth item. 

Each annual conference shall provide a committee who shall re- 
ceive and verify all claims of members of its own body, and forward 
these claims to the general secretary for adjustment. 

Docror Drury. This item would read, “Each annual conference 
shall provide a committee who shall receive and verify all claims of 
members of its own body, and forward these claims to the president 
of the Board of Directors.” 

Vorces. Agreed, agreed. 

Secretary Keppel read thirteenth item. 

The general secretary shall receive all applications for pensions 
and record them in the order received, in a book kept for that purpose, 
and, with the other members of the Executive Board, shall deter- 
mine the rate of pension per month in the case of each applicant, 
not otherwise provided for, and shall draw an order on the treasurer 
for the same. 

Docror Drury. That item would read, “The Board of Directors 
shall receive all applications for pensions and record them in the 
order received, in a book kept for that purpose, and, shall determine 
the rate of pension per month in the case of each applicant, not 
otherwise provided for, and shall draw an order on the treasurer for 
the same,” eliminating the words “with the other members of the 
Executive Board.” 

Secretary Keppel read fourteenth item. 

All pensions granted by this society shall be paid quarterly on 
the first of October, January, May, and August of each year.” 


Docror Drury. No change. 


Secretary Keppel read fifteenth item. 


Each pensioner shall furnish a well-authenticated statement on 
blanks furnished by the General Secretary, signed by the General 
Board of his conference, and his family physician. 


Docror Drury. This item would read, “Each pensioner shall fur- 
nish a well-authenticated statement on blanks furnished by the Board 
of Directors, signed by the board of his conference and his family 
physician.” 
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Secretary Keppel read sixteenth item. 


The Executive Board shall consist of the General Secretary, the 
President of the Board of Directors, and the Treasurer. This board 
shall determine all matters of fact relative to the granting of pen- 
sions, the rate per month, etc., not otherwise provided. 


-Docror Drury. That would read, “The Executive Board shall 
consist of the president of the Board of Directors, the secretary and 
treasurer,” ete. : 

Secretary Keppel read seventeenth item. 

Pensions for the next quadrennium shall be paid in the following 
order: All having served the Church faithfully for forty (40) years 
and more, shall receive a pension of $162 per month; thirty (380) to 
forty (40) years, $12.50 per month; twenty(20) to thirty (30) years, 
$10 per month; ten (10) to twenty (20) years, $84 per month; all 
telow to be deter~ined as provided in Section Sixteen. 


Doctor Drury. No change. ; 

Dr. F. G. Rapasauen. May I ask if those rates pertain to wid- 
ows and children, or just to men, To whom do they apply ? 

Dr. Grorce Minter. The understanding is that the status of the 
widows and children will be decided from the reports and state- 
ments that come in from the conference board, and then this Board 
of Directors shall determine the amount that shall be paid. 

Srorerary Kepren. If you will insert “pensions for ministers.” 

Tue Presipent. Are you agreed to that? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Dr. R. J. Waite. I would like to ask if there is any provision 
that in case you don’t have money enough to pay these pensions, to 
provide that they shall receive so much? Suppose you have more 
pensioners than you have money, whgt then? What provision is 
made ? . 

Docror Grorcr Minurr.. The funds on hand would be divided 
proportionately to pay these claims. 

Secretary. Keppel read eighteenth item. 


Funds now held by an annual conference for this purpose can be 
transferred to this general fund, or, in case the annual conference 
does not wish to do this, or cannot legally do so, then such annual 
conference shall use the income of its present fund, or such part 
of it as is needed, to provide for its own superannuated ministers, 
widows, and orphans, on the basis of this general fund. But each 
annual conference must hereafter make and collect the ministerial 
and apportioned amounts annually for this fund. 
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Dr. George Minier. Doctor Drury has another item. 

Doctor Drury. “It is further recommended, that one or more per- 
sons be selected at the recommendation of the Bishop of each district, 
who shall have general supervision in the collection of funds for the 
use of this most helpful arm of the Church, and that his compen- 
sation shall not exceed twelve and a half per cent. of the funds 
gathered by him.” 

Rey. E. R. Baper. I desire to call attention to item fourteenth, 
evidently there is a mistake there. It reads, “October first, Janu- 
ary first, May first, and August first.” It should read, “January, 
April, July, and October.” 

Dr. D. R. Senerr. There is a phase of this question, it seems to 
me, to be very important, that unites the entire Church or the 
conference in co-operation. If we say that each conference holding 
the funds shall retain for the ministry what it now holds for its 
own benefit, and that the dividends from the Publishing House, 
with that from the Finance Committee, shall go to the General 
Treasurer, that all shall share alike the benefits of that general 
fund. I move, therefore, that Item 18 be so amended as to eonform 
to that plan—all funds now held by conferences may be paid and 
administered for their own benefit, and that all these other funds 
shall go into the General Treasurer, and will be brought into uni- 
form co-operation with this grand work. 

Tur Presment. Is there a second? 

Rey. Maurice Nicos. I was going to second this, in regard to 
Item 18, that latter part there would have to be taken from what 
we voted. It says, “But each annual conference must hereafter make 
and collect the ministerial and apportioned amounts annually for 
this fund.” 

Doctor Drury. That is eliminated to harmonize with what is 
done. 

Rev. J. W. Owen. I would just like to see if I understand this 
paper. This paper, if it was presented, authorizes exactly what 
Doctor Seneff is asking for now. 

Doctor Senerr. It certainly does not. I move, as a substitute 
for Item 18, my motion. (See other page.) According to what you 
have done up to this time, some conferences are permitted to stand 
aloof entirely from the plan which this paper provides. You can 
stand aloof in the East Pennsylvania Conference and administer 
your funds altogether throughout, but the idea here is to bring all 
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into co-operation. Let the East Pennsylvania Conference, or any 
other conference, retain the fund it now has—some of the confer- 
ences have large funds. Perhaps you have ten thousand or twenty 
thousand dollars in your conference fund. Let every conference re- 
‘tain what it now has, and then let this plan work concerning all 
other moneys that are provided for in this paper. 

Dr. W. R. Func. Including the dividends from the Publishing 
House? . 

Doctor Sznerr. Yes, each conference gets its share of the Publish- 
ing House dividends, but all come into this bureau and assume their 
assessments. 

Docror Owen. That is the point exactly I was making. 

Doctor Srenerr. Except this, Mr. Owen, you have provided for 
some conferences to stand aloof. 

Doctor OwrEN. The committee’s report provided for that. 

Docror Senerr. Some conferences will want to stand aloof en- 
tirely and have no interest in this general fund. 

Dr. Grorce Minter. May I make this statement? If the breth- 
ren in this Conference will only give us a chance, in four years from 
now you will want to go into it. Let the brethren who have these 
misgivings stay where they want in this quadrennium, and we will 
give them a chance to come back the next quadrennium. 

Pror. H. M. Amprose. Am I privileged to go back and sug- 
gest an amendment? I would like to call attention to one part there. 
Perhaps the committee can give some information. The last sen- 
tenee in the tenth: “Ministers must be ordained and have been at 
least five years in the regular work as pastors or teachers, and must 
be in good standing in the Church and Conference at the time of 
disability by age or otherwise.” As a member of our teachers’ 
class, I would like to know if that means to discriminate against a 
layman who is working in our college faculty? I am in favor of cut- 
ting that part out. 

Docror Drury. Ministers who may be teachers. 

Dr. Grorcr MILLER. Ministers who are giving their time and at- 
tention in these institutions are entitled as well as any one else. 

‘ Docror Funk. I only rise for a question. Some of you ought 
to know what we encountered on this bureau matter four years ago. 
We were surprised when we received the applications that came in, 
and if Doctor Gabel, the \secretary, were to tell you, you would see 
what I mean. There needs to be something done in connection. with 
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this paper by which a blank will be furnished for all the facts in 
referenee to the applicant, to be submitted. Now, if it is provided 
here, all right and good. If it is not provided, provide for some form | 
of application for the benefits of this fund. 

Dr. J. S. Funron. In order that we may definitely understand 
ourselves, I would like to offer this amendment to Article 17: 

Provided, however, that all conferences not co-operating with this 
bureau, shall not be eligible to its benefits or subject to its assess- 
ments. 

Seconded. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Docror Sevxerr. Mr. Chairman, what.became of my motion? 

Tue Presipent. Brother Nichols was going to second your motion, 
but did not. I didn’t hear any second. Are you ready to vote for 
the paper, as amended ? 

" The report of the committee, as amended, was then adopted. 

On motion of Dr. C. M. Brooke, Dr. W. R. Funk and Mr. J. L. 
Senseny were constituted a committee to edit the proceedings of the 
General Conference. san! 

This motion was adopted. 

Doctor Funk. I would like to have an expression from this Gen- 
eral Conference of what is meant by that. If I were to do as I 
thought, and I believe Mr. Senseny would agree with me, we would 
cut out about half of what has been said here. That is exactly what 
we would do, but we have been afraid to do it heretofore for fear we 
would cut out some fellow’s speech that they wanted to see in ’the 
proceedings the worst kind? What latitude have we? 


Mr. E. L. Suury. While we are on this question, I would like 
to make this motion: 


That the editors of the General Conference Proceedings be in- 
structed to eliminate irrelevant matter not pertaining. directly - to 


legislation, and also to omit, if necessary, addresses or publish only 
portions of addresses. 


(Signed) KE. L. Suury. 
Seconded and approved. 
‘At this point, Secretary Keppel placed a blackboard in the choir 


space in front of the organ, on which he wrote the names of Nomi- - 
nees for Finance Commission, as follows: 
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East District. Vote for two. 


Ministers. Z Laymen. 
EK. W. Curtis, Iowa. G. A. Lambert, White River. 
A. E. Wright, Northern Illinois. Alex. Anderson, Northern Illinois. 
I. A. Holbrook, Towa. William ‘Cachran, St. Joseph. 
- Central District: Vote for two. 
Ministers. Laymen. 


T. W. Perks, Southwest Kansas. 8. C. Caldwell, East Nebraska. 
E. R. Baber, Northwest Kansas. J. H. Little, Northwest Kansas. 


M. O. McLaughlin, East Nebraska. R. H. Bennett, Neosho. 


Northwest District. Vote for two. 


Ministers. Laymen. 
P. O. Bonebrake, Oregon. A. B. Wood,.Columbia River. 
L. S. Woodruff, California. Mark Keppel, California. 
G. E. McDonald, Oregon. E. B. Clark, Oregon. 
Southwest District. Vote for two. 
Ministers. Laymen. 
F. G. Radabaugh, W. Va. J. H. Ruebush, Virginia. 
J. S. Fulton, Allegheny. J. W. Ruth, Allegheny. 


D. D. Lowery, E. Pennsylvania. H. H. Baish, Allegheny. 
Pacifie District. Vote for two. 


Mimsters.. Laymen. 
U: M. Roby, Southeast Ohio. J. M. Cogan, Southeast Ohio. 
C. W. Kurtz, Miami. E. M. Schaefer, Ohio German. 


J. H. Patterson, Southeast Ohio. F*. A. Funkhouser, Miami. 


Tur Present: One minister and one layman to be elected from 
each district. The whole conference is to vote; take them from 
districts and select two men from each district. Prepare your 
ballots. 

Rey. W. E. Snyper. I would like to ask for information relative 
to our work on the Committee on Correlation of Reports. 

Tue Presipent. You are supposed to compare reports, correlate 
them, if you see any crossing of the wires, bring them back to the 
Conference. 

Docror Funk. I want to ask a question. I want to know whether 


‘the Correlating Committee of this Conference is to edit the Dis- 


cipline? Is that the object of this committee’s work? 

Tur Present. It is to get the reports ready for the editing com- 
mittee. 

Docror Funk. Then I move that Dr. A. W. Drury, of the Bone- 
brake Seminary be appointed to edit the Discipline for this quad- 
rennium. 
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Seconded. 

It was so ordered. - 

Tu Presipenr. The tellers will take up the ballots for members 
of the Board of Education. We will now take up the report on Min- 
istry of the Church. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. I would suggest that instead of reading the 
‘entire report through before we begin the consideration, that we 

take it up, item by item, and consider it at once. 3 

Tue Presipenr. The secretary of the committee, M. O. McLaugh- 
lin will read. ¢ 

Doctor McLaughlin read: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH. 


The Committee on Ministry of the Church submit: the following 
recommendations: 

On Page 47, Paragraph 1, strike out words “male or female” in 
line one, “or she” in lines two and seven, and “or her” in line eight, 
and substitute the word “pastor” for the phrase “preacher in charge” 
in line six, -and the word “charge” for the phrase “circuit, station, 
or mission” in line seven. The paragraph will then read, “Any 
person desiring license as a lay preacher, must obtain from the: 
church of which he is a member, by a two-thirds vote of the mem-- 
bers present, at a meeting called and duly announced for that pur-- 
pose, a recommendation in writing signed by the leader, or pastor; 
to the quarterly conference of the charge to which he belongs, which 
may license him after an examination on the questions for appli- 
cants for quarterly conference license to preach.” 


Rey. F. G. Rapapaucu. I would like to ask if this means any 
lady should be refused a license? It says “he.” 


Doctor Drury. That is perfectly allowable in a paper of this: 
kind. 


Doctor McLaughlin read: 


Substfute “may” for “shall in Paragraph 2, line one. The 
paragraph will then read, “Lay preachers may make appoint- 
ments,” ete. 

Page 47, Section 2, Paragraph 1, substitute “desiring” for the 
phrase, “wishing to obtain” in line one; strike out the words “or 
she” lines two and seven; substitute the word “pastor” for the word 
“preacher” in line five, and the word “charge” for the phrase “cir- 
cuit, station, or mission,” in line six, and eliminate the parenthetical. 
phrase in line three, Page 48, “except in extraordinary cases.” The: 
paragraph will then read, “Any person desiring a license to preach, 
must obtain from the class of which he is a member, by a two- 
thirds vote of the members present at a meeting called and duly 
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announced for that purpose, a recommendation in writing, signed by 
the leader -or pastor,-to the quarterly conference of the charge to 
which he belongs, provided, however, that only they shall receive 
license who have passed the Teachers’ Training Course, or its full 
equivalent, and whose educational attainments are equivalent to 
_ the completion of a public-school course,” ete. ; 

Change question seven (7), Page 48, under “Examination of Appli- 
cants,” so as to read, “What is your educational preparation for the 
work of the ministry.” 

Eliminate the words, “the gospel” in Paragraph 5, line two. The 
paragraph will then read: “No person who habitually uses tobacco 
in any form shall be granted a license to preach.” 

Page 48, Paragraph 6, strike out the expression in the last three 
lines, “and give him the same standing which he held in the church 
from which he came, until the succeeding annual conference.” 


"Dr. R. J. Warren. Is that arrangement on the question of the use 
of tobacco retroactive? 

Tue Presipent. We cannot make laws of that kind. 

Doctor McLaughlin read: 


Page 49, Paragraph 7, substitute “conference superintendent” for 
“presiding elder” in line three, “pastor” for “preacher in charge,” 
and “conference” for “meeting” in line four. The paragraph will 
then read: “A quarterly conference preacher is required to pursue 
the course of study books in our Book of Discipline, and to be 
examined annually by the conference superintendent and pastor at 
the fourth quarterly conference, 

Also substitute “conference superintendent” for “presiding elder” 
in the last line of paragraph line. 


Rey. M. F.° Dawson. I move that we insert after “conference 
superintendent,” “or presiding elder.” 

Seconded, 

Docror Drury. You will find on looking on the next page, it is 
proposed to change the word “presiding elder” to “superintendent” 
throughout the Discipline, and this is to make the Discipline har- 
monize. 

Doctor McLaughlin read: 


Page 49, Question (5) under “Preachers’ Examination,” so as to 
read, “Are you endeavoring by the grace of God to live a holy life?’ 

Page 50, Question (9), substitute “men” for “mortals” in line two. 
The question will then read, “Does your own salvation, and the sal- 
vation of your fellow-men,” ete. 

Paragraph 3, Subdivision (3), substitute “effective” for “efficient.” 
The subdivision will then read, “The ideal preparation for effective 
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Paragraph 4, substitute “no one” for “none” in line one, and “prep- 
aration” for “instruction” in line ten. The first line will then read, 
“No one can be admitted,” ete.; and the last sentence will read, “If 
the Conference should, on examination, find the candidate’s abilities 
are insufficient to preach the gospel, it may refer him back to the 
quarterly conference for further preparation.” 


Docror McLaucuun. There is a further recommendation not in 
the report entitled “Qualifications of Applicants.” It reads thus: 


Page 50, Paragraph 4. No one shall be admitted to the annual 
eonference without having a recommendation from the quarterly 
conference, and then shall be received on probation only; neither 
shall any one be admitted who has not met the educational require~ 
ments except in extraordinary cases, which shall be decided by a 
two-thirds vote of the annual conference. 


Rey. F. G. Rapasaucu. I am not a Methodist. I would like to 
understand the word “probation.” J would like an explanation. 

Docror Drury. It is like it- was before in the Discipline. We 
didn’t make any change. 

Doctor McLaughlin read: 


Page 51, Paragraph 8, substitute “courses” for “course” in-line 
three, and “conferences” for “conference” in line four, as the mean- 
ing is plural in both eases. 

Paragraph 12, substitute “any” for the article “a,” and eliminate 
“or elder” in line one. Strike out line four, Page 52, which reads, 
“is not longer connected with our Church as a minister,” and add 
the words, “no longer has ministerial standing in our Church.” 
The paragraph will then read, “Any preacher who receives a trans- 
fer,” etc. The last sentence will read, “Otherwise the transfer will 
be null and void, and it shall be published that said preacher no 
longer has ministerial standing in our Church.” 

Paragraph 13. Substitute “any” for the article “a,” and eliminate 
“or elder.” The paragraph will then read, “Any preacher receiy- 
ing,” ete. 

Section IV. Substitute the word “reordination” for the phrase 
“laying on of hands,” in the last line. The last clause will then 
read, “but he may be exempt from reordination.” 

Section V., Page 52, Paragraph 1. Recast this paragraph so as to 
read: “The ministry of the Church shall be classified after the fol- 
lowing order: First, as Licentiates; second, as Elders; third, as Itin- 
erants (active, superannuated, or supernumerary), and fourth, as 
Local Preachers.” 

Page 53, Paragraph 4. Substitute the words “Itinerants are,” for 
the expression, “To this class shall belong all.” The paragraph will 
then read, “Itinerants are annual conference ministers,” ete. 
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Recast subdivision (1) under Paragraph 4 to read, “Active Itin- 
erants are those who are engaged in the active ministry of the 
Church.” 

Recast Subdivision (2) of this paragraph to read, “Superannuated 
Itinerants are those who, from age or physical infirmities, are unable 
to pursue the regular work of the ministry.” 

Reeast Subdivision (3) to read: “Supernumerary Itinerants are 
those for whom the Conference and the Church, for the time being, 
are not able to furnish ministerial work, or who, by their own re- 
quest, or otherwise, have been given such relation.” 

Paragraph 5. Strike out this paragraph and insert the definition, 
“Local Preachers are those who have been admitted to the itiner- 
acy, and have been granted a local relation.” 

Paragraph 7. Strike out “vote of” in line two. The paragraph 
will then read: “No preacher shall be recognized as an evangelist 
unless he is so authorized by the annual conference,” ete. 


LIncentiates. 

Section VI., Page 53. Strike out the words, “Elders and probation” 
and insert “Licentiates.” ; : 

Page 54, Paragraph 3. Substitute the word “foregoing” for the 
word “above” in line one; strike out the words “answer to” in line 
four, and substitute for them the words, “Pass a satisfactory exam- 
ination on the subjects suggested by the following questions.” The 
paragraph will then read: “Should .the foregoing questions be an- 
swered in the affirmative, a committee of three or five elders shall 
be appointed, before whom the candidate shall appear and pass an 
examination on the subjects suggested by the following questions.” 

Paragraph 4, Page 54. ‘Recast Question (1) so as to read: “What 
are your reasons for believing the Bible to be the Word of God?” 

Recast Question (2) so as to read: “What proofs can you give of 
the fall of man by transgression?’ Recast Question (3) so as to 
read: “What evidences can you give of the redemption of man by 
Jesus Christ ?” 

Substitute for Question (8) the following: “Do you believe the 
doctrine of the future state, as set forth in our Confession of 
Faith ?” 

Paragraph 5, Page 54. Substitute the words, “The committee shall 
have” for the phrases, “it shall be” and “of the committee” in line 
one, and the word “prepare” for the words “make out” in line three. 
The paragraph will then read, “The committee shall have the right 
to propose questions touching the answers given if said answers 
should be unsatisfactory. It shall 2lso be their duty to prepare, sign, 
and. deliver,” ete. 

Paragraph 6. Recast this paragraph so as to read, “If the com: 
mittee finds the candidate worthy, he may be elected to ordination 
by a majority of the elders of the conference.” 
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Paragraph 7. Substitute in the heading for this paragraph, the 
word “Functions” for the word “duties.” It will then read, “Fune- 
tions of an elder.” Substitute “the functions of” for “it is the duty,” 
and insert “are” after “elder” in line one. The paragraph will then 
begin, “The functions of an elder are,” ete. Recast the last clause 
ef this paragravh, Page 55, which begins, “and advise them,” ete., 
so as to read, “and encourage them in making the fullest possible 
preparation for the work of the gospel ministry.” 


Section VII. 


Insert the following as the heading and first four paragraphs of 
Section Seven: 


CONFERENCE SUPERINTENDENTS. 
Their Election. ; 
1. Each annual conference shall have one superintendent, who 
shall be elected annually by ballot, a majority being néecessary to 
an election, and who shall be ineligible to re-election after four 


years of consecutive service, except by a two-thirds vote of the Con- 
ference. 


. 


Dr. J. T. Foster. I move a substitute under Section VIL., 
Page 53: 


The presiding elder or superintendent shall be elected by the an- 
nual conference, by ballot, a majority of the whole number of votes 
shall be necessary to a choice. 

Seconded. 

Dootor Fostrr. The reason I would make that amendment 1s, 
in the first place, there are some conferences that cannot be handled 
at the present time by one superintendent, and I represent one of 
those conferences. It is a physical impossibility. I believe I know 
what I am talking about, not that the territory is so large, but that 
the hills are so high and so many, and the facilities for travel are 
not ideal as yet. Our conference has been going towards two, re- 
ducing from four to two, but we are not yet, and now to say one, 
if that be true, I wish some’ of you people would go back to West 
Virginia Conference and bear the news—I don’t want to—and I do 
hope you will vote this substitute. 

Dr. J. T. Roperts. I move we add the words, “or more,” making 
it “Each annual conference shalk have one or more superintend- 
ents,” ete. 

Tue Presipent. Do you accept that, Doctor Foster ? 

Doctor Fostrr. I will aecept that. 

The motion prevailed. 
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Dr. R. J. Wuire. As I understand it, iho. each conference shall 


have one or more superintendents, who shall be elected annually by 
‘ballot; they shall be ineligible to re-election after four years. Is it 
‘understood, then, that you provide that the presiding elder shall only 


act for four years. I move you that that be stricken out. 

Docror Drury. I wish to say there were a number of memorials 
came to the committee from several of the largest conferences in the 
Church, asking for this limitation, asking that there be a limitation 
of four or five years, and the committee agreed on this compromise, 
Where a conference wants a limitation, they can have it at the end 
of four years; where they do not, by a two-thirds vote, it may be 
without action, and it seems to me that is a compromise that will 
satisfy any member of the conference. Where they want it they 


can have it, and where they do not want it, they do not need x 


have it. 

Dr. A. H. Reese, of West Virginia Conference. We may just as 
well have a limit on the pastor, on the Bishop, all the way through. 
If the people want to elect a man for twenty years, or twenty-five, 
that is their privilege, they have a right to, and I don’t think we 
want to put a limit on anything. 

Doctor Funknuousrer. There is a motion to strike out the term 
limit. 

Tue. Presipent. This would leave the Discipline as it is on that 
point. 

Doctor Funknouser. This is the only thing that is out of order 
in our Church polity. We are a democratic people. The power of 
the Church is in the hands of the people, but we all know how a good 
man, whether he desires it or not, having power in his hands for 
an indefinite term, can build up about him a condition of affairs 
which no opposition could overturn, and whether he wants it or not, 
would continue; it is his indefinitely. This certainly is a splendid’ 
provision. I do not care whether it is four years or how many years,” 
but to fix a limit on the power of one man in his administration so’ 
that the power returns again to the people, and I am in favor of 
the item as it stands here. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr, of Neosho, Conference. I know how delicate 
a matter it is to tread upon some of these old paths that we are not 
used to going away from, and it is not well to offer some people 
something besides a presiding elder, but I am. satisfied with my mix- 
ing with men ever the country that so far as the membership in 
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the Church is concerned, it is the ministry only, that is hanging 
tenaciously to this, and I have never seen a minister yet that didn’t 
think he would make as good a presiding elder as the one in office. 
I would like to see some of them given a chance. We have some 
preachers who will go down in sorrow to their graves because they 
never could be elected a presiding elder, and it is not fair. Another 
thing, if you are going to keep up the presiding elder propaganda in 
the shape it has been, it is absolutely cruel to put good men into 
the place when any sort of fellow can do that job. There is no 
economy of effort in it, and there is mighty little sense in it. Now, - 
that is not a reflection upon the men who are presiding elders, be- 
cause the best fellow is going to get the job if he is any good. It 
seems strange to me that any man will object to that limitation 
being placed upon it. If he cannot get two-thirds of the people to 
think that he is already the best man that ever happened in that 
conference, then let them try somebody else. Of course, we all think 
we are the best that can come over. There is no person down in 
our conference that can do the Young People’s work like I can. I 
am told, though, that there is no sense of keeping me. If I live for 
twenty-five years, they will not have another fellow trained for the 
job. As loyal as our presiding elder is down there, we have all sorts 
of efforts to make him do as he ought to do. We object to putting 
that limitation in, and wherever there is such a demand for the same 
presiding elder that he ought be given the place, certainly two-thirds 
of the people will think so, and you will cut out lots of that rivalry 
between our preachers. 5 ; 

Docror Funxnouser.. It will be understood in behalf of this 
proposition that you cannot affect the past. We cannot make any 
ea post facto laws. This will operate only four years from now, no 
matter how long the presiding elder has been in the position. It is 
to be operative only four years from now. 

Dr. E. W. Curtis. The question in my mind directly on the sub- 
ject is, how can the presiding elder get out of office when he is in? 
I can only think of four ways, One of them is to die. I don’t like 
to do that.. One of them is to retire voluntarily, I like that pretty 
well. One of them is to be voted out; I don’t like that very well, 
The time limit, it seems to me meets the case more satisfactorily than 
any of the others. 

Rey. R. M. Bauincer, of Sandusky Conference. [ move to amend 
by striking out the word “four” and inserting “six,” and by striking 
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out “two-thirds” and and by adding “until he has served at least 
two years in the pastorate.” 

No second. 

Rey. T. W. Perks. The only objection I have to this is that it is 
class legislation. It does not require two-thirds vote for a Bishop; 
and one term of four years, or a general officer. | am in for the four- 
year limit, so far as that is concerned. 

Dr. J. W. Liy. I suggest this is not the lint, unless you 
do not get votes enough to secure the two-thirds required. 

Dr. D. D. Lownry. As one of the superintendents of a confer- 
ence, I can heartily agree with this paper. This is my twentieth 
year in the eldership. If the East Pennsylvania Conference desires 
that I should continue beyond four years from now, the privilege is 
here clearly given. If I should not go in by a two-thirds vote of my 
conference, I would not want to go in in any case. Jf [ could not 
go into the position I am occupying to-day in my conterenee, by an 
almost unanimous vote, I would not have it, because I know the dif- 
ficulties of the position, so I am heartily in accord with this. I think 
it would be a good thing if every conference in the denomination 
would go in for one superintendent, for unification, and I don’t be- 
lieve there is a single conference that could not do it if they so 
make up their mind to it. We have eighty-seven stations. I would 
like to also know whether this amendment carries with it the title 
as here indicated, conference superintendent. Now, what does a 
presiding elder mean? If I was to be regarded in the East Pennsyl- 
vania Conference only as a presiding elder, I would quit to-day. An 
elder that only presides. There would not be much to that. I ex- 
pect my job shall mean more than to preside, and I would like you 
to give it the name that it means, superintendent; that is what it 
means, it means looking after, it means doing the work on your job. 

Tur Presipent. This will leave the Discipline as it is, if you 
strike this out. If you do not, it changes it to read as you have it 
here, as to the period of election. 

Mr. S. M. Love, of Erie Conference. Jt seems to me that this 
is class legislation, and that is something that we do not want. 

Rev. J. W. Lake. If that be true, then we are not voting alone 
on the term limit, but we are also voting on whether it shall be one 
or more superintendents. 

Bisuop Carter. It has been my observation not only in the field 
in which I have been more especially engaged, but in other parts of 
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the Church, that one of the difficult things is to secure efficient pre- 
siding elders. They are our hard-worked men, they are our great 
leaders, and I would not be willing to pass any legislation here that 
would reflect upon that office. It is one of the most important offices 
in the whole Church. It is the greatest administrative office in the 
entire denomination, and I am in favor of striking out that clause and 
leaving every annual conference free to elect its good men to this 
important place. ue 

Rey. F. G. Ravanavan. Are we to understand that the first part 
as to election stands as it is? Doctor Foster’s motion was a substi- 
tution. He moved to substitute for this Part 1, and moved to sub- 
stitute what is in the Discipline, with two words put ‘in, made 
it read, “Presiding elders or Superintendents.” That the annual 
conferences elect by ballot, a majority of the whole number of votes 
shall be necessary to a choice. Then some of these brethren asked 
him to accept these three words, “one or more,” and that is the way 
the matter stood. 

Tue Presipent. That was accepted. Now, the vote is on the 
last part of Item 1. 

Docror McLaventix. I think I can explain. The Conference did 
not understand that Brother Foster offered a substitute. They voted 
on one or more presiding elders and general superintendents, then 
Doctor White made a motion to strike out, which was entirely inde- 
pendent. 

Rev. W. M. Jones. What will we have if this carries? 

Docror McLaucuuin read: 

Each annual conference shall have one or more superintendents 
who shall be elected annually by ballot, a majority being necessary 


to election, and who shall be ineligible to re-election after four years 
of consecutive service, except by a two-thirds vote of the conference. 


Tue Presipent. The motion is to strike out the last part of 
this section. 

The motion to strike out did-not prevail. 

Dr. R. J. Wuirr. Are we to understand that this Conference 


has committed itself to this proposition, that no conference can 
have more than one superintendent ? 


Tue Presipent. It now reads, one or more, 

Bisnop Kepnarr. I understood Doctor Lowery to say that this 
would only effect a man four years from this time, Is that the 
sense of this Conference? That is, supposing a man has now been 
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in service four years, and this fall an elder is to be elected, does 
this effect him? : : 

Doctor McLaueutiin. Is there any legislation here that is retro- 
active ? 

Tue Presipent. No, sir. 

Docror FunxnHouser. All legislation here is for the future. After 
four years it goes into effect. The past years of service are not con- 


sidered. 


Doctor Fostrr.. I want to know whether this Conference can 
legislate beyond the quadrennium? You make it possible for the 
presiding elder to be elected for four years, by majority vote, but 
after the sitting of the next General Conference, then, he has got 
to secure a two-thirds majority. I am asking, if that is within our 
power? I will ask a ruling of the Bishops on that one item? 

Rev. H. Dear. That is a world of consolation for the brethren 
who want to be superintendents or presiding elders for more than 
four years, because in four years hence, the General Conference 
ean obliterate the whole thing. 

Tur Presipent. The Conference must interpret this matter, it 
is not the province of the chair. Will the Conference interpret this 
matter and tell what you mean? 

Bisuop Bett. I should lke to suggest that it would be useless 
to pass legislation here that does not take effect for four years. That 
is self-evident, and. it certainly must commend itself to our judg- 
ment, that this takes effect immediately with all the other legislation 
passed here, and any man who has been three years presiding elder 
and comes up next year for his fourth year, or before that, must 
immediately be amenable to this act. 

Tue Presipent. Is that your understanding? Are you agreed to 
that? . 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tus Presipent. Then, it is so understood. 

Mr. R. H. Bennett. I simply wanted to suggest this, that every 
court in the country has passed upon the question that Bishop Bell 
referred to, and Bishop Bell is exactly in kceping with the law. 

Docror McLaucuiin. It seems to me, Mr. Bishop, there is a ques- 
tion that ought to be settled. It will make it easier to get through, 
if we can do it. I would like to know whether you are going to use 
the term conference superintendent or presiding elder, or whether 
you are going to use them both ? 
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Tur Prestipenr. The item, as adopted, uses the word “superin- 
tendents.’ 
Doctor McLaughlin read the next item: 


. 


Council of Administration. 


2. Each annual conference shall also elect an advisory board, to 
be known as the Council of Administration, consisting of two min- 
isters and two laymen, whose duty it shall be to. meet with the 
conference superintendent quarterly, and review the work and ad- 
ministration of pastors, and advise with the conference superintend- 
ent concerning all the administrative work of the conference. 


Rey. J. W. Lake. Our action a moment ago vitiates that article, 
because we have not legislated that a conference shall have one 
superintendent, and this is not necessary where there are a number 
of superintendents or presiding elders, so I move to strike out this 
article. : 

Seconded. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. If it be in order, I would like to move an amend- 
ment like this, That any annual conference, where there is but one 
conference superintendent or presiding elder, it shall be in force. 

Tur Present. Will you accept that, Brother Lake? 

Rey. J. W. Lake. I will accept that; I think every conference 
does that. 

Tur Present. It is accepted and so understood. 

Rey. G. E. Berroa. I would offer an amendment to the amend- 
ment, that this item be referred to each annual conference. 

Tue Presipent. Doctor Fries, please state your amendment. 

Dr. W. O. Frins. That each annual conference having but one 
conference superintendent or presiding elder, shall have the pro-— 
vision. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu. My amendment to the amendment was, that : 
this council of administration be left to each annual conference 
whether they elect it or not. 

Rev. A. Orr. If Brother Bertch will change “shall” to “may,” 
I will second it. 

Rey. G. E. Berron. I will accept the change. 

Docror Frins. I believe the General Conference is seeking to do 
what is the greatest good for the greatest number, that every super- 
intendent or presiding elder ought to have associated with him some 
very capable advisors, a cabinet, if you please, like the President has. 
The Bishops have a cabinet, -they confer with the general officers. 
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It seems to me that the General Conference would do well to make 

this legislation binding upon the general officers to have a cabinet 

that shall advise with the superintendents. I believe it is in the 
‘right direction. 

Rev. G. E. Berrou. The reason 1 make the amendment to the 
amendment is simply this: There are some very small conferences, 
and it would be practical to leave each conference have a little voice 
in this legislation. If you use the word “may” instead of “shall,” 
then you make it possible for this small conference that don’t care 
_to have this brought to use, use its judgment to make it possible for 
those that don’t think there should be a limit, to have it that way. 
But, don’t make it absolute, leave it to the General Conference. 

Rey. J. E. Grruus, of St. Joseph Conference. In making an order 
of this kind, then you elect into your conference men who will not 
co-operate with your superintendents, and that word “may” may 
constitute your cabinet in some other way by action of the confer- 
ence itself. We have a cabinet and it is all right in St. Joseph | 
Conference, but perhaps if you would have somebody that would not 
co-operate with the superintendent, it would be a mistake, and would 
prove a hardship. : 

The amendment offered by Rev. G. E. Bertch was adopted. 

Tin Presipent. Now, state your amendment, Doctor Fries. 

Docror Fries. Each annual conference having one conference 
superintendent or presiding elder may also elect an advisory board, 
nC. : 

Dr. A. W. Drury. I would like to ask the opinions whether it is 
now the plan to put in the words “presiding elder” after “superin- 
tendent” in all parts of the Discipline? If so, that expression will 
occur about 150 times, and there would be repetition. I believe the 
majority of the Conference thinks that we are in the days of super- 
intendency, and we ought to have one term that covers this office. 
And. it seems to me that the vote has been taken with the correct 
understanding of this, and it ought to be definitely determined be- 
fore we go on further to substitute the term “superintendent” for 
“presiding elder,” wherever it occurs in the Discipline. 

Upon motion of Dr. ©. M. Brooke it was understood that “confer- 
ence superintendent” should be used instead of “presiding elder.” 

Doctor McLaughlin read: 
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Blank Reports. 

3. For the use of conference superintendents and councils of ad- 
ministration, a uniform system of blanks shall be prepared for quar- 
terly reports of pastors. : 

Report to the Bishop., 

4. Kach conference superintendent shall make a quarterly report 
to his Bishop, giving an exhibit of the work of the quarter by 
charges, alphabetically arrenged, together with such other matters 
of interest as will enable the Bishop to give the best possible over- 
sight to all the activities of the Church throughout his district. 


Bisuop Kerpnarr. Is there any provision by which the report 
should be uniform, or shall the Bishops pass on the form of reports? 
I want to know whether conference superintendents’ reports to the 
Bishop will be uniform ? 

Tue Presipenr. Each Bishop may prepare his own form, or they 
may prepare a form to be used in all parts of the Church. 

Doctor McLaughlin read: 


Support of Conference Superintendents. 

5. Paragraph 2. Substitute ”’superintendents” for the term “pre- 
siding elder” in the sub-heading and in line two; also strike out “in 
their wisdom and caleulated to accomplish the desired end.” The 
paragraph will then read: “It shall be the duty of the several an- 
nual conferences to make’ such regulations for the support of super- 
intendents as they may think best.” 

Let.this be Paragraph 5. 

Strike out Paragraph 3. ; : 

Paragraph 4. Substitute “superintendents” for “presiding elders” 
in the head line, and in place of Paragraph 4, substitute the follow- 
ing: “The duties of a conference superintendent are, to superintend 
the work of the conference, to preach as often as practicable, give 
careful attention to evangelism, and look after all the general inter- 
ests of the denomination.” 

This shall be known as Paragraph 6, 

Paragraph 5. Recast this paragraph to read: “He shall appoint 
quarterly conferences and attend them when practicable. He shall 
counsel with his pastors faithfully and offer them every assistance 


within his power. He may eall extra sessions of the quarterly con- 
ference. 


This shall be known as Paragraph 7, 
Let Paragraph 6, Page 56, be known as Paragraph 8. : 
Paragraph 7, Page 56. “Substitute “last” for “second” in line one. 


The paragraph will then read, “At the last quarterly conference,” ete. 
Let this be Paragraph 9 
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Paragraph 8. Substitute “superintendent” for “presiding elder” 
in line one. It will then read, “Each superintendent shall make a 
report in writing annually to the annual conference.” 

Let this be Paragraph 10. 

Paragraph 9. Substitute “conference” for “district” in line one, 
“superintendent” for “presiding elder” in line two, and “a superin- 
tendent” for the words “an elder to preside in,” in line four. The 
paragraph will then read, “Should any conference, through death, 
resignation, or otherwise, be without a superintendent, information 
shall immediately be given to the Bishop, who shall appoint a super- 
intendent for said district until the ensuing annual conference. é 

Let this be Paragraph 11. 

Paragraph 10. Substitute the phrase “in a conference” for “on 
his district,” and “superintendent” for “presiding elder” in line two. 
The paragraph will then read, “Should it become desirable to ex- 
change the pastors of two charges in a conference, the superintend- 
ent may, in conjunction with two elders, preachers, lay preachers, or 
leaders (one from each charge), change said pastors.” 

Let this be Paragraph 12. 

Paragraph 11. Substitute “superintendent” for “presiding elder” 
in line one. The paragraph will then read, “The superintendent 
may,” ete. . 

Let this be Paragraph 13. 

Paragraph 12. Substitute the following for this paragraph, “It 
shall be his duty to fill all vacancies in the pastorates of the con- 
ference.” 

Let this be Paragraph 14. 


cc 


Doctor Foster. I want to call attention to Paragraph 7, Page 56, 
that refers to the presiding elders, examining board of trustees and 
ehurch-houses, and parsonages, and at the last quarterly meeting in- 
stead of the second. I would prefer the second instead of the last. 
At the close you are planning the work for the new year, and few 
ean get the adjustment to the trustees when you—when you haven’t 
much to do, you had better get it then. And the second reason would 
be, you can get a report at the second quarterly meeting and refer 
this to the third quarterly meeting, and at the last quarterly meeting 
you get all of them, but if you leave it to the last, you will not get 
-any reports. 

Tue Present. Prepare your ballots for Board of Home Missions 
and Church Erection. 

Dr. P. O. Bonesrake. Will the Committee on Nomimations have 
to nominate the Preachers’ Aid Board ? 

Secretary Krppren. I move that three ministers and two laymen 
be named to be elected by acclamation. 
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Docror Furor. I have this amendment to offer to Paragraph 12: - 


Provided, that he shall not appoint a pastor from any other dis- 
irict without the consent of the conference superintendent and the 
district from which said pastor is appointed. 

Rey. J. W. Owen. I would like to know whether the presiding 
elder has any jurisdiction over another presiding elder? 

Rey. J. W. Witson. I second that motion. 

Docror Funroy. I would like to tell you why I want this. I 
don’t think it is fair for any man to find a man that would likely 
fill a place in his conference, enter into correspondence with him, 
have him tender his resignation, and then turn around and appoint 
him to another district, some other conference, away off. It is being 
done, and, Mr. Chairman, the truth of the matter is that there are 
a number of us who for the present, at least, are superintendents of 
conferences that are paying large salaries as compared ‘with the sal- 
aries that are paid in other places, and it is just very possible for us 
any day to go in at a presiding elder’s back and secure his men, 
and I think that ought to be made impossible. Now, in closing, you 
can vote this up, or vote it down. If you vote it up, I expect to 
abide by it religiously, while I am presiding elder, and if not, I am 
going to find a man that I need for the place, where I can find him. 
The Presipenr. On Doctor Fulton’s amendment, are you ready to 
vote? 

Rey. E. S. Wooprurr. Does that mean that if any pastor should 
decide to resign, that he must give thirty days’ notice, that he is go- 
ing to resign and then that the superintendent from another district 
could not appoint him if he wanted to, is that what that means? 
Does that mean if a man located in one conference should decide 
he wanted to go to another conference, and give his superintendent 
thirty days’ notice, as we have legislated, then the superintendent 
of the other conference has no right to appoint him, is that what it 
means to us? 


Doctor Fuuron. That is exactly what it means to us, because 


there is mission money being poured into places, thousands of dol-. 


lars, and I can show you places where men have been appointed to 

mission territory and without any respect to the fact that confer- 

ence has been pouring money in there. The mission itself has been 

jeopardized, because the man has an appointment in view, some other 

fellow gets after him and unsettles him, and in their correspondence 

they go around the superintendent. The next thing he gets is this 
792 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


statement, You are hereby notified of my resignation, to take place 
at such a date. Now, the thirty days does not give a man time 
enough in the conference. You ought to be courteous enough to 
write, if you are a superintendent, whether one of my men, or one of 
yours, I ought to be courteous enough to take the matter up through 
you, and you ought to be courteous enough to take the matter up 
through me. It ought to stop this unrest. Let me give you this illus- 
tration: I had a man who resigned, not only to leave his charge, 
but the denomination. I have letters from a number of men, be- 
cause it pays a better salary and is a desirable place to live. I have 
no absolute right, or moral right, to engage that brother’s attention 
and to promise him after his thirty days are up, that I will appoint 
him to such and such a pastorate, so far as that is concerned, without 
regard to what it may mean in your conference. And you have no 
right to come into my conference and take my men. ‘There is no 
conference that will stand in the way of advancement of any man, 
but I should think it is time we know these movements that ‘are 
jeopardizing the work. 

Rey. D. L. Dous, of Oklahoma Conference. Does that include un- 
employed ministers also ? 

Docror Funton. It ought to include unemployed, for the reason 
that there may be the very best of reasons why certain men are not 
employed. 

Tue Ppesipent. Those favoring the motion, please stand and be 
counted. (50 stood.) Those opposed will stand. (A few stood.) 

The amendment prevails. 

Docror Lowrry. Now, may I ask a question, please? JI did not 
vote upon this question at all because I was not sure of my grounds. 
Suppose I have a vacancy, and somebody in the district writes to 
me for an appointment. Under this action, it is hardly possible, if 
the presiding elder should be unfavorable even to me—if he should 
be prejudiced against me, it would be hardly possible for me to get 
that man, who might otherwise be perfectly safe and good. 

SrecreTARY Sippauu. Would it make it illegal to advertise in the 
Telescope for ministers that are wanted. This brings in many 
replies. 

Docror Drury. This is not a question of amount, it is a question 
of policy, and it seems to me we do not want a policy of this kind 
that will hedge up the way of our men who are open to a change of 
field, We have them in the East and West alike, and a way should 
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not be hedged up for men that desire to make a change in this way. 
And I think the brothers of this Conference didn’t understand the 
far-reaching effects of this and the arbitrary power it will give a 
man who wants to hinder the promotion or change of any min- 
ister in the Church. 

Docror Bonrsrakes. I do not want the power of determining where 
a minister shall go, if they request that. 

Bisuop Krepuart. I move to reconsider that. 

Seconded. 

Doctor Fulton’s amendment was reconsidered. 

Docror Lowrry. May I give an explanation of my position? I 
am sure that Doctor Fulton has a good reason for saying what he 
did, and I am sure that I have a good reason, on the same ground, 
for taking the position with him in this regard. There has been 
too much of that business, but I am not sure whether I am willing ~ 
to -take a position here to-day and cripple a man when prejudices 
might be against him, and make it impossible for him to preach 
in this Church, and draw him into another denomination. 

Tne Presiwent. Doctor Fulton’s motion is again before you, what 
is your pleasure ? : 

Dr. J. A. Lyrer, of East Pennsylvania Conference. I do not think 
that I would be blamed for being much of a quitter, because I am 
staying a long while where I am.’ I did not know but what I would 
sit a little while longer, but I want to say right here and now, that 
when an action contravenes my own personal privilege, as much as 
that, I shall truly repudiate it. That would put the life of the 
minister in a conference where there is but one superintendent, in 
the hands of one man practically, and I refuse to stand for~any such 
thing as that. 

The amendment of Doctor Fulton was lost. 

Doctor McLaughlin read: 


SECTION VIII. 
BISHOPS. 
Their Election. 
Paragraph 1, Page 57. Change this to read as follows: “Bishops 


of the Church shall be elected every four years by the General Con- 
ference.” 


1 > Apne s ° 
Docror Roserts. I would like to make an amendment to this, and 
want to state why I offered it. We have entered into class legisla- 
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tion, which I think is a distractive policy. I would amend by adding, 
“but Bishops who have served two terms, consecutive terms, shall 
not be eligible to re-election unless by a two-thirds vote of the Gen- 
eral Conference.” ees 

Seconded. 

Docror Rosperts. There was a time when we had a time limit to 
the pastorate. One of the best preachers in this denomination, sery- 
ing one of the best churches, in one of the best conferences, came 
to the time when his limit had expired. That congregation wanted 
his return, that preacher wanted to return, but because of that policy, 
he spent the rest of his life in another church, and when we come 
to limiting one class, we ought to limit all. It ought to commence 
with the Bishop and go down to-the officers of the local church. I 
_ possibly ought not to be the one to say these things, because of my 
present relation with the Church, but this is my feeling, that we 
have entered upon class legislation, which I take to be destructive. 

Rev. Greorce Gricer. I want to say that I am not favorable to 
the motion. I think we ought to exercise some courtesy towards 
each other. I served fourteen years as presiding elder. I have no 
ambition for anything further along that line. I want to say in 
this connection that in all of those years I never had the courtesy 
of years of resignation from my church of a man who was appointed 
in some other conference. I think there ought to be some; it will 
help us along this line. 

Doctor Roberts’ amendment did not prevail. 

Doctor McLaughlin read: 


Paragraph 2. Strike out’ Paragraph 2. 


Paragraph 8. Substitute for this the following: “The General 
Conference shall fix the salaries of the Bishops, which shall be in- 
cluded in the general budget of the denomination.” Make this 
* Paragraph 2. 

Recast Paragraph 4 so as to read: “The assignments of Bishops 
to their respective districts ‘shall be made by a committee of three 
from each district, to be chosen by the delegates of the district, as- 
sembled for that purpose. Each Bishop shall reside within the bounds 
of the district to which he is assigned.” Make this Paragraph 3. 

Strike out Paragraphs 5 to 15, inclusive, and substitute the fol- 
lowing: 
Duties of Bishops. 

4. The Bishops of the Church shall preside over the General and 
annual conferences, fix and announce the dates of the annual con- 
ferences, and have general supervision and direction of the varied 
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interests and institutions of the denomination. They shall also seek 
to promote unity and continuity in the administrative activities of 
superintendents and pastors throughout the Church, and see to it, as 
far as may be practicable, that all the provisions of the Discipline 
are faithfully observed; they shall report annually in the church 
press the conditions and progress of the Church in their respective 
districts. They shall also deliver suitable sermons and addresses to 
their respective annual. conferences. J 


The Board of Bishops. 


5. The Bishops shall hold annual meetings, at which time they 
shall decide questions of church discipline, adopt and recommend 
policies of administration for the promotion of the institutions and 
enterprises of the denomination. hey shall present a quadrennial 
address to the General Conference with such a review of the work 
and achievements of the Chureh during the quadrennium, and with 
such recommendations as they may deem expedient and helpful to 
the Church. They shall also have the authority to appoint special 
days to be observed in the interest of worthy causes. 


The Ordination of Licentiales. ~ 

6. Licentiates who have served their probation in the annual con- 
ferences and have completed their courses of study and preparation 
for the exercise of the full functions of the ministry, shall be given 
ordination by the Bishops at the annual conferences, and at such 
other times and places as cireumstances and needs may require. 

Superintendents’ Association. 

7. The Bishop of any district may call together, annually, the 
superintendents of his district, at some suitable place, for the pur- 
pose of consultation, and planning for the promotion of the interests - 
of the Church. The Bishop shall be chairman ex officio of this 
gathering, and shall direct in the organization of an association 
which shall have a vice-president, a secretary-treasurer, and such 
other officers: and committees as may be desired. Each annual con- 
ference represented within the district shall be entitled to one vote 
in all business transactions. The annual conferences are advised to 


provide for the payment of the expenses of their superintendents in 
attending the association meetings. 


Doctor Drury. <A question has been put to the committee, as to 
the use of the word “may” in the first line, in Item 7 of Section 8, 
“The Bishop of any district may call together, annually, the super- 
intendents,” and so on. There are some who desire to substitute 
the word “shall”—make it the duties of the Bishop to call the super- 
intendents together for consultation. If it is desired by the Confer- 


ence to change that word “may” to “shall,” the committee would be 
very glad to do it. 


796 





UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Doctor McLaughlin read: 


Calling Special Annual Conferences. 


8. When requested to do so by a majority of the members of any 
annual conference, the Bishop of the district shall reconvene said 
conference in special session. 


Organization of Mission Conferences. 
9. Whenever it is desirable to organize a mission conference, a 
Bishop, in conjunction with either of the boards of missions, Home 


or Foreign, shall have the power to organize such a conference in 
either home or foreign fields. 


Missionary Oversight. 


10. The Bishops shall confer with conference superintendents and 
pastors in suggesting plans and methods for the awakening of in- 
terest in home and foreign missions, and shall devote as much of 
their time as practicable in visiting mission fields and to the open- 
ing of new missions in inviting places. 


Accountability of Bishops. 

11. The Bishops of the Church shall be amenable to the General 
Conference for the faithful discharge of their official duties. Their 
administration and services in the general superintendence of the 
varied interests of the denomination shall be subject to review the 
same as other administrative officers, at the quadrennial meetings 
of the General Conference. 

Substitute “conference superintendent” in each place that the 
words “presiding elder” occur on pages 61 to 64, inclusive. 

Strike out the first eleven lines of Paragraph 1, Section IX., Page 
60, that is, to the phrase, “if charges are preferred,” and substitute 
the following: 

“SECTION “LX. 
“TRIALS OF PREACHERS. 
“Quarterly. Conference and Lay. 

“1. Whenever a quarterly conference minister, or lay preacher, 
is accused of conduct unworthy of such a representative of the 
Church, the pastor of the charge where such preacher holds his mem- 
bership, shall appoint one or more disinterested persons as a com- 
mittee, to inquire into the complaints, and if grounds for charges 
are found, and the accused fails to satisfy the committee, charges 
shall be filed and reported to the next quarterly conference of which 
the accused is a member, and the quarterly conference shall appoint 
a prosecutor,” ete. 

Strike out the words “or her” in line one, Page 61. 

Section XI., Paragraph 1, Page 63. Substitute “doctrines” for 
“doctrine,” and “preach” for “deliver” in the last line. The last 
clause will then read, “and strive to enforce and confirm the doc- 
trines they preach, by a well-ordered and exemplary life.” 
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Substitute the word “discreet” for the word “serious” in the last 
line of Page 63. The sentence will then read, “Always be discreet.” 

Page 64, Subdivision (3). Substitute the word “meditation” for 
the word “meditating” in line seven. The clause will then read, 
“and in meditation on the Word of God.” 

Paragraph 4, Page 64. Substitute “organize a charge” for “a cir- 
cuit, mission, or station” in line one, and “charge or conference” for 
“circuit, presiding elder’s district,” in lines two and seven. 

The paragraph will then read, “No preacher shall arbitrarily organ- 
ize a pastoral charge within the limits of a charge or conference,” ete. 


Rey. FE. R. Baser. I move this report, as it is amended, be passed 
as a whole. 

Rey. R. A. Hirr. They have passed over Page 63, Section 10, to 
solemnize marriages. ; 

Doctor Drury. We left that just as it was. ; 

Rey. R. A. Hirr. That is what I wanted to eall attention to, that 
this part of the Discipline was given to the committee and they have 
left a certain portion unchanged, ‘ 

Tue Presipentr. State your proposition. 


All annual and quarterly conference ministers, where such quar- 
terly conference ministers are employed on charges, where the law 
of the State makes it the privilege of licensed ministers to sol- 
emnize marriage or authorized to solemnize marriages. 


Seconded. 

Rey. R. A. Hirr. In our State, mayors, squires, and the quar- 
terly ministers of the Methodist Church and other churches have 
permission by law to solemnize marriages, and our quarterly confer- 
ence ministers do not have such privilege, and the court has said 
they can if your church wants to bring you up for it, all right, but 


the law will not touch you if you have a regular quarterly conference 
license. 


Doctor Drury. Quarterly conference ministers are located in 


some pastors’ charges, and it would create jealousy between the quar- 
terly conference preachers. I think you had better leave it as it is. 

Rev. A. H. Reese. I think you should say, quarterly conference 
preachers on charges. : 

Rey. G. E. Berrcn. That is the very point I want to bring up. 
It would save us in Kansas a great deal of trouble on that ground. 
We are using quarterly conference preachers, and the proposition 
is to protect the pastor. Instead of protecting the pastor, in several 
of my fields you have a local minister who does the work of the 
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pastor, and does not get the rights of the pastor. I think the quar- 
terly conference pastors ought to have this privilege. 

Rey. J. W. Lake. That may be an incentive to get some of our 
quarterly conference preachers who are still completing their annual 
conference course into the annual conference. 

Rey. R. A. Hirr. I accept that. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. I think many of us do not understand the con- 
ditions in the newly-settled parts of our country. There are quar- 
terly conference preachers serving churches where there is not an- 
other preacher for twenty miles, and there are a lot of folks that 
have to get married. The State law of Oklahoma says that any one 
who is authorized to preach the gospel, is authorized to perform the 
marriage ceremony. ; 

This amendment prevailed. 

Rey. E. R. Baser. On the first page of the report, Paragraph 56, 
made to read, “No person who habitually uses tobacco in any form, 
shall -be granted license to preach.” I move the word “habitually” 
be stricken out. 

Seconded. 

Docror Baber. Now, brethren, this is otherwise a splendid report 
that is before us. J would like to adopt it and vote in favor of it, 
but this is the weakest thing about it. It does not mean anything. 
It is only advisory. When will your young men quit this filthy habit 
if you leave it*this way? It is letting down the bars, it is only ad- 
visory, and I think it should be stricken out. 

Seconded. - 

The amendment to strike out the word “habitually” prevailed. 

Doctor Lowery. I should like to know what Paragraph 4, Sec- 
tion 7, means. I don’t believe that_I want to spend several days in 
my city, making out reports for the Bishops, for that is precisely 
what it means, and so far as my district would be concerned, it would 
not mean much, if anything; there are eighty-seven pastors in my 
district, and here are these pastors with reports. 

Doctor Drury. The mission of that requirement is simply this: 
The pastors are all required to report to the superintendent so that 
he may know just what they are doing all over the district: Then, 
after their reports are in, this committee, his advisory council, will 
go over the matter with the superintendent and make out the report 
to send to the Bishop, so that the Bishop may know what is going on 


all over the Church. 
; 799 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Tue Preswent. It is a good thing, too. 

Docror Drury. And the Bishops desire this over the conference 
district. 

Docror Foster. I asked a question awhile ago, when you were 
ectting ready to vote, about Page 56, Paragraph 7, touching the mat- 
ter of church trustees and church property, to report before meeting. 
I believe, where you have large circuits and you are demanding a 
report of these trustees once a year, that if you leave off these re- 
ports until the last quarterly meeting, you are not going to get your 
reports. I move that we insert, “the third quarterly meeting.” 

Seconded. 

Srecrerary Sippantn. It seems to me very much better from the 
viewpoint to have it the last quarterly meeting. 

The amendment did not prevail. 

The report, as amended, was then adopted. 

BisHor Carrer. I desire the attention of the General Conference 
a moment in regard to the item that was passed concerning the 
election of presiding elders who shall be ineligible to re-election after 
four years of consecutive service, except by a two-thirds vote of the 
Conference. You cannot pass any ex post facto law here, or any 
law that is retroactive, hence this law must begin from now, and a 
presiding elder that might have been in service forty years can only 
have this applied to him after he shall serve four years from this 
period. ; 

Doctor Drury. There was a matter that came to the committee 
by memorial that we thought ought not to go into the Discipline, 
and yet has some value as a suggestion, and I will read it, and I 
think it will commend itself to you all, on the subject of “Bible 
Study.” 


BIBLE STUDY. 


Wuereas, There is an earnest demand, on the part of many min- 
isters and laymen, for opportunities for direct and practical Bible 
study with a view to a deeper spiritual life and a more complete 
equipment for intelligent equipment for Christian service, therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That it is hereby earnestly reeommended and ad- 
vised that the annual conferences of the denomination provide for 
the regular holding of Bible institutes or conferences in connection 
with their annual sessions, or at such other times and places as may 
be best suited to the. promotion of Bible study and Bible evangelism. 

2. That we request the Bishops and conference superintendents 
to act as leaders and teachers in this,important work, or that they 
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use their good offices in providing the desired leadership in making 
such conferences and institutes of the highest possible devotional 
and instructional value. 

3. That we also commend to the attention of ministers and lay- 
men, the opportunities for Bible study’ under capable leadership, 
furnished through the great denominational conferences for Chris- 
tian workers that are now being held under trustworthy auspices in 
different parts of our country. 

M. R. Drury. 
M. O. McLaueuun. 

Seconded. 

This was adopted. 


f 
Doctor Funk. I offer this resolution: 


Resolved, That this body extend a vote of thanks to Rev. §. E. 
Long and his local committee, for their earnest efforts in taking 
eare of the delegates and visitors of this session of the General 
Conference. 


Seconded. 

Dr. C. W. Recarp. I would like to suggest to Doctor Funk, that 
he would include in that the congregations of this city who have 
opened their doors so kindly. Ee 

The motion was unanimously adopted. : 

Bisnop Four. I would like to offer the following resolution: 


Whereas, Col. Robert Cowden has served the Church in the rela- 
tion of General Sunday-school Secretary for thirty-six consecutive 
years, a service unexcelled by any Sunday-school leader of the past 
half-century, in faithfulness, character of work done, and length 
of time employed, therefore, 

Resolved, 1. That we record our very great appreciation of his 
sterling manhood, sweet Christian spirit, distinguished. service, and 
the investment of his life in a field that has made possible our front 
rank position, in present-day Sunday-school movements. 

Resolved, 2. That we most heartily endorse the movement which 
we believe to be of God, to give the great Sunday-school family of 
the Church the privilege. of endowing a chair-in Bonebrake Theo- 
logical Seminary in honor of his memory, for the purpose of con- 
tinuing greater efficiency, the work to which he has given his life, 
after he has gone to his coronation. 

Resolved, 3. That it is eminently fitting, that the Church should 
honor this veteran servant, and thereby honor herself; by having him 
sustain an official relation to her general Sunday-school work, until 
his departure, to his great removal in heaven, which in the course of 
nature, is not far.distant. We pray that the evening of his life may 
be beautiful and peaceful. H. H. Four. 

J. G. Huser. 
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Docror FUNKHOUSER. 
meet at seven o’clock. 

Seconded. 

The motion prevailed. 

Tue PRESIDENT. 

Secretary Keppel read: 


I move when we adjourn, we adjourn to 


We have the reports of the Board of Tellers. 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF THE BOARD OF HOME 
MISSIONS AND CHURCH ERECTION. 


First ballot. 
Ministers. 

G. E. McDonald 
A. S. Hammack 
Ge NE Brookeect tonto tet: 
Hews. Lrweblood: Wiens ee 
J. T. Foster 
Abe Sravdete ters cr woe tecee ace 
LAAT hOreOtl” winss-ccasometuetore 
AoA Groves! access che Sees ehdasters 
adi Cironks.ati- ances Seer en 
Gai Berichte coe ae oes 
Ox Je ORODELIS: otek asd Sere eye 
H. B. Spayd 
Se aWirietity Svcs oct oer 
Oa eke (Glia rae or ari aa 
APPR DEA Clon,/2 Opies ormke mone Bic 


73 
60 
58 
16 
52 
44. 


BT 


37 
42 
48 
43 
62 


Number of votes cast, 144. 


Laymen. 
Eugene Schaefer ........... 101 
Wis: Keeséy-2 Use en aes wee 
URLS Little ae oe 83 
By BY Ulneh 4.2 ices ee 
Albert. Keister ats «cin teeeeoe 
ick) Brubakerseyen sco 
HS. MicCurdy: 22% ice ae ee 
WM Hodges).e ethac se ere 
Bei Stollee. ae seeereee 20 
OC. tee Raymondit 2274 ee 
i 1A. unkhousers 1. ccaaemiee 68 
J, BoOCROMUNe otitis pence atone 


6 
(Signed) C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Elected: G. E. McDonald, A. S. Hammack, C. M. Brooke, H. W. 


Trueblood, C. W. Kurtz, Eugene Schaefer, J. H. Little, 


Keister, F. A. Funkhouser. 
Secretary Keppel read: 


Albert 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF THE COMMISSION ON 
' FINANCE. ‘ 
First Ballot. 
East District. v2 MiiCovan=2cc.hee eon 
EK. G. Radabaugh. |. ....4¢.083) ~ EB. Mu Sehaetortccs 5. eee 
Jenks Paltonwes. se one ee Ate Re AS RrimichOUusetaeat ct see 15 
D5 Lowery fees oe kee 55 Northwest District. 
JH Ruebush> 2) .so ee ee OR I Weer chig 1o ee 59 
J. W. Ruth « 26 BB: 2 SASS a ot coe ee en ee 49 
NF coe) a one es AA ede PAS olbrookwet ee eee 21 
Oentral ‘Dietriek: G. A. Lambert . eee 
WHAM; GROby: in ss pee sp ere A. Anderson 2¢Aliio oe eae 
Oo We “Kautz. sid ce ee ce 49 UWE CA elie cee 9 


$2 ER Patterson. 2... in ees 


32 


802 


e 


| UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Southwest District. Pacific District. 
He Wea ers: cy.:cs ac eee to.) DONC OT aKee te an oi tate 66 
live Lea ern one arate Gorey 45,; WV OOGTUTE 8. ssf. ante OD 
MO. MelLaughilin 20's uk 90M GAS MeDonald: +248 2) va. (85 
S25 Caldwellitsvio.222 Guat Cm eee 41d. WOU iene aalikioeoe. 18 
ee eile remiss a nro ees ie be Clarke 8 oe os pss 17 
em Dcnietties “amt ateteaeol- ME Keppel “25.0.2. 90 


(Signed) C. W. Reoarp, Cauca 


Elected: East District—J. H. Ruebush, D. D. Lowery; Central 
District—C. W. Kurtz, J. M. Cogan; Northwest District—K, W. Cur- 
tis, G. A. Lambert; Southwest District—E. R. Baber, R. H. Bennett; 
Pacific District—P. O. Bonebrake, M. Keppel. — 

Secretary Keppel read: 


REPORT OF THE TELLERS FOR THE ELECTION OF BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
~ First ballot. Number of votes cast, 144. 


Ministers. Laymen. 
M..O; McLaughlin ......... OS Sr ids Basha tae oo eee 108 
Wisk enhieeses tcace <ctharete wie stele 6d0 > Hrnest Phillips &rive es 63 
eine ene Vhs, ee fe. AO> “Mark ~ Keppel “25 e062). 22106 
Tudlel whe berliye crust tem ok terete 40 Glaude= ROsesy... so ece ete hee 36 
re Ne lawictieSreys cise a ee eer AUT Go Laylor=.-.. tenes BT 
race ue eM OW illic hes tame eelh = eB He Sellepg pc an 88 
era Deisher tyes ee. rice nc OL a Oe W ilbelma gi 28s, £137 BS 
See esOn Oe etre teres. ci DO. Ws Wieodburneuwec. aus A9 
W. W. Williaaeon: ie ete tee eine Ck ate ot ety ee OQ 
W.-H: Washinger .......... DANO ee Bale ie etree sana. 50) 
Neier Oe ttom oie. ten den OO pier Ace MOOLe Fer oc ccc cok oepe ed 
Cras astern atc cao OE Wertga sons Soret melol ae, 51 
Ce He Heiselivs At. ese oo. 2S Lester =A ppenzeller:. 3.2 sa 81. 
ee RO ere ate area Oe ae OUTRO eb busiaie neha BA 
Hee eI DTOO Canis tas ohenisiew ac HLS SAD EAN Bees ren re eae ee Fe 2 
ee Get” tone I ae A We POLO ot ae, eed 
(OheSicizatoose a. oe eee Es We Ward ee. Mies Te. 64 - 
Ne Gite onleny skins LOY ds Pa West Josie ate BA 
ING Matlvonate aN GUS ic eae ten teense ces 602Z2GWLEW eiStomer nr. ce. Se eb 
Pe eval tee nae hen OC aad SaMdersi x ids fas ee ke BO 
eb Dausherty ...<2..<..0. 62. E..G.-Pumphrey .... 39 


(Signed) C. W. Recarp, Chairman. 


Elected: Ministers—W. 8. Reese, S. F. Daugherty, W. H. Wash- 
inger, U. M. Roby, F. E. Brooke, M. B. Spayd, B. F. Daugherty. 
Laymen—H. H. Baish, Ernest Phillips, Mark Keppel, J. S. Wilhelm, 
H. W. Ward, J. P. West, W. W. Stoner. 

Srorerary Kerret. The Nominating Committee presents the fol- 
lowing names for Directors of Preachers’ Pension Bureau: Min- 
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isters—R. J. White, George Miller, and W. F. Gruver. Laymen— 
Fred Geib and J. T. Criss. 

Doctor Funk. I move you that the secretary be instructed to cast 
the ballot of the Conference for these names. | 

Seconded and adopted. 

Srcrerary Krppen. I hereby cast the ballot of the Conference for 
R. J. White, George Miller, W. F. Gruver, Fred Geib, and J. Te 
Criss for Directors of the Preachers’ Pension Bureau. 

Tur Presipent. I declare them elected. 

Docror Funk. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That this Conference give authority to all the General: 
Boards to transact all legal business in connection with their de- 
partments, as effecting bequests, ete. 

Seconded and adopted. 

Dr. A. S. Hawnmacrk. I have the following resolution: 


That we request the Board of Bishops to render a decision as to 
when the item passed relative to the eligibility of presiding elders 
takes effect. (Signed) 


T. W. Perks. 
A. 8S. Hammacr, 

This was seconded.' 

Bisnop Beiu. If the chair please, I would like to make just this 
statement in explanation, that when you were debating this matter, 
I expressed an opinion for my own part, and then for the secretary, 
in order ,to get an understanding, asked the General Conference if 
it coincided in that view. I did that because we were in confusion. 
I did not do it because it expressed my general views, for after 
hearing the discussion, I voted against the motion and it seems to 
me that this action is eminently proper, that you ask the Board of 
Bishops for a decision. I would like the unanimous consent of this 
item. Item 4, in Method of Procedure in Church Union, which 
reads, “That upon affirmative vote of three-fourths of the member- 
ship voting, the Bishops be authorized to convene the General Con- 
ference for ratification”; that instead of that we change that by 
unanimous consent to this terminology, “That upon affirmative vote 
of our membership voting, as provided in the Discipline of the 
Church,” etc. That is a simpler form than to state the arbitrary 
rule that it shall be three-fourths, and we believe that meets the su : 
gestion in the telegram of Judge Lott, and the Bishops weuid like 
to have unanimous consent to that terminology. . 
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Voices. Agreed, agreed. 
Secretary Keppel then read the Report of the Committee on Bible 
Cause. 


: REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BIBLE CAUSE. 
To the General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ. 

Your Committee on Bible Cause respectfully submits for your 
consideration, the following report: 

Inasmuch as we firmly believe that the Bible is the Word of God, 
and that it has been and ever will be the foundation for all true in- 
dividual, social, and national welfare and grandeur, therefore, 

1. We rejoice in the far-reaching work of Bible circulation as 
carried on in such an effective manner by the American Bible So- 
ciety and the British and Foreign Bible Society, which furnish the 
Bible in whole or in part in more than five hundred languages and 
dialects, and especially do we appreciate the co-operation of these 
societies in the territory at home and abroad where our Church is 
operating, for we recognize its work as of a most beneficent char- 
acter, and as an important factor in the work of evangelization. 

_ 2. We recommend that Paragraph 14, Section 3, Chapter VL, 
Page 52, be eliminated from the Discipline, and that the following 
appear in its stead: 

“Tt shall be the duty of each pastor to observe one Sunday each 
year in the month of May as Bible Sunday, when it shall be his duty 
to preach an appropriate sermon and take an offering for the Bible 
cause. This offering shall be forwarded to the conference treasurer, 
and by him to the Bible Society which operates in the territory 
where the offering is taken.” 

3. We record our appreciation of the visit of Dr. W. H. Kirk- 
wright in representation of the American Bible Society, and pledge 
our continued support to said society. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. Drury. 
T. Howarp. 
F. Herman. 
J. A. BLICKENSTAFF. 


Ss 
A. 
W. 


‘On motion, the rules were suspended, and the report was received 


and adopted. 

Tur Presipent. We have a report from the Woman’s Missionary 
Association, that they wish approved. We failed to adopt the em- 
phatic action that they wish us to take. 


SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS. 


We respectfully submit the following recommendation as passed 
at our recent board meeting, for ratification by this General Con- 
ference: ; 
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1. That Woman’s Day be changed from the last Sunday in Sep- 
tember to the last Sunday in October. 

- 9 That the General Conference define more definitely our rela- 

tions to the Junior Christian Endeavor societies. 

3. That co-operation, as decided upon at the board meeting four 
years ago and ratified by the General Conference, be continued dur- 
ing this quadrennium, with the exception of Item 38, referring to the 
reporting of our money to conference treasurers. This was not found 
practicable and we therefore recommend its elimination. 

4, That the appropriation for the coming quadrennium be as fol- 
lows: 

(a) For Work in the Home Field. 

We appropriate a fifty per cent. increase over the total amount 
paid during this quadrennium, to be divided as follows: 

$22,000 for current work. 
4,000 for deaconess work. 
1,000 to begin work among aliens. 

(b) For Work in Our Five Foreign Fields. 

We will appropriate such sums at the beginning of each year as 
the trustees feel can be fully met, aiming to reach the average 
amount appropriated to foreign work. before co-operation. 

(c) Should the income of the association during the quadrennium 
warrant it, additional appropriations shall be made to both the home 
and foreign work. 


A motion was made and seconded to adopt the recommendations. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. There is a matter in there I want to find 
out what the question is, The relation of the Woman’s Missionary 
Association to the Junior Christian Endeavor. We have had trouble 
with it for the last four years. 

Rev. J. W. Owen. The Committee on Brotherhood and Young 
People’s Work will have a report which will clear up the whole 
difficulty. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. We want to know the effect before we 
adopt it. 

The motion to adopt was approved. 

Dr. A. P. Funknouser. I move we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Dr. J. E. Four. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That we designate the last Sunday in April of each year 
as Seminary Day. On circuits where one day is not sufficient to 
present the claims of the Christian ministry, at each of the appoint- 
ments, the Sunday preceding or the Sunday following shall be used. 

J. E. Four. 
J. W. Litty. 


W. O. Fries. 
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The resolution was adopted. 

After a few announcements, the motion to adjourn prevailed, and 
benediction was pronounced by Dr. George Miller, of the Iowa State 
Conference. 


ELEVENTH DAY—EVENING SESSION. 
7:00 p.m., Monpay, May 19, 1913. 

Bishop Weekley presided at this session. 

Doctor Phillippi, editor of the Religious Telescope, led in singing 
“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.” 

Dr. M. R. Drury led the Conference in repeating the short form of 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

Secretary Keppel read the Report of the Committee on Temper- 
ance, as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE. 


Recognizing with great satisfaction the present legislation, indus- 
trial, commercial, moral, and otherwise, of unprecedented progress 
toward the complete outlawing and extinction. of the traffic in bever- 
age intoxicating liquor, we pledge our hearty support.to and co- 
“operation with the various ‘organized agencies working to this end, 
and express the conviction that the object of our desire in this rela- 
tion will be most effectively and most speedily realized through the 
closest possible sympathetic affiliation and co-operation of all forces 
working for the closing of the distillery, the brewery, and the saloon. 
We further recommend the following change in Discipline, Page 
84, Section 1, Item 3, will read: The last Sunday in November of 
each year shall be observed as Temperance Day. But where the 
annual field day is observed under the auspices of the various organ- 
ized temperance agencies, it shall substitute, when desired, for the 
Temperance Day. QO. W. Recarp, Chairman. 
H. I. Kouter, Secretary. 


On motion of Secretary Keppel, seconded by Secretary Hall, this 


report was approved. 
Secretary Keppel read the Report of the Committee on Social 


Service and Reform. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICE AND REFORM. 


We, your Committee on Social Service and Reform, submit the 
following report: 

First. That the heading of Chapter XI. be changed so as to read, 
“Social Service and Moral Reform.” 

Second. That the following stand as Section 1 of Chapter XI. 
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Social Service. 

Inasmuch as existing social and industrial conditions call for wise 
and firm leadership from the churches, the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ stands: 

1. For equal rights and complete justice for all men in all sta- 
tions of life. 

2. For the protection of the family, by the single standard of 
purity, uniform divorce laws, proper regulation of marriage, and 
proper housing. ; 

3. For the fullest possible development of every child, especially 
by the provision of proper education and recreation. 

4. The abolition of child labor. : 

5. For such regulation of the conditions of toil for women as shall 
safeguard the physical and moral health of the community. 

6. For the abatement and prevention of poverty. 

7. For the protection of the individual and society from the social, 
economic, and moral waste of the liquor traffic. 

8. For the conservation of health. 

9. For the protection of the worker from dangerous machinery, 
occupational diseases, and morality. 

10. For the right of all men to the opportunity for self-mainte- 
nance, for safeguarding this right against encroachments of every 
kind, and for the protection of workers from the hardships of en- 
forced unemployment. 

11. For suitable provision for the old age of workers, and for 
those incapacitated by injury. 

12. For the right of employees and employers alike to organize for 
adequate means of conciliation and arbitration in industrial disputes. 

13. For a release from employment one day in seven. 

. 14. For the gradual and reasonable reduction of the hours of 
labor to the lowest practicable point, and for that degree of leisure 
for all which is a condition of the highest human life. 

15. For a living wage as a minimum in every industry, and for 
the highest wage that each industry can afford. 

16. For a new emphasis upon the application of Christian prin- 
ciples to the acquisition and use of property, and for the most 
equitable division of the product of industry that can ultimately be 
devised. 

Mark Kepren, Chairman. 
; J. E. SHannon, Secretary. 


Cuartes J. Haty, of Miami Conference. I move that the report 
be adopted. 

Seconded. 

The report was adopted. 

Dr. W. F. Gruver. I hereby tender my resignation as a member 
of the Pension Bureau. 
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On motion of Secretary Keppel, the resignation was accepted. 

SrcreTary Kepprn. I move that Dr. A. S. Hammack be elected 
in his place. 

Seconded and adopted, and Doctor Hammack declared elected. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I would like to move a reconsideration of the 
vote taken to-day—I voted affirmatively—on the matter especially 
referring to what some have termed class legislation, in limiting the 
conference superintendent’s term of office to four years. If there is 
a second, I would like to tell the reason. 

Seconded. 

Doctor Lowrry. I want to speak about the principle involved. 
I voted for it more particularly on account of some other matters 
connected with that department, and I think we ought to reconsider 
it and vote that particular portion of it out. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed. 

Secretary .Kerpret. I move that we strike out from Item 1, of 
Section 7, under the head of “Conference Superintendent,” these 
words: “who shall be ineligible to re-election after four years’ con- 
secutive service except by a two-thirds vote of the conference.” It 
would then read, “Each annual conference shall have one or more 
superintendents who shall be elected annually by ballot, a majority 
being necessary to an election.” 

Seconded. 

Dr. A. P. Funxuousrr. The same reasons obtain now that ob- 
tained a few hours ago. It is in harmony with all our experience, 
our history, without theory, and if the man who has been in that 
office four years wants to succeed himself and cannot get that two- 
thirds vote, he cannot succeed himself. The Bishops were asked 
awhile ago for a ruling on the question when it would take effect. 
I would suggest before we have that vote, that we hear from the 
Bishops if they have. made that ruling. 

Rev. W. L. Cuitpress. 1 submit this is not in harmony with any 
precedent that we have established in the past. If a presiding elder 
of this Church is ineligible to re-election after four years of office 
without receiving a two-thirds majority, then that should be fol- 
lowed through all the official connection of this Church, through the 
Bishops, the presiding elders, the editors, and all; otherwise it 1s un- 
just discrimination, and just as Doctor Lowery says, it is class 
legislation. 
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Docror Funk. I rise to favor the motion that is now before you 
to strike out. I have been in general church work, as you know, for ~ 
sixteen years, and I do not like the idea of motions coming in here 
that impugn the motives of those who are in this work. It is unfair 
to a presiding elder because he has served eight, ten, twelve, or 
twenty years. This is doing the wrong thing unless you know it, 
and this assumes that they are not honest men, hence they are not 
to be held in that position. For you to outline that there must be 
some restriction put around them, something done to hold them down, 
something done to break their line of work, and we know as well 
as we know anything in this Church, that in the conferences where 
men have had constructive opportunity to work out plans, that in 
those conferences things have been accomplished, where if they must 
break here, there, and yonder, there is no continuity to their work, 
and the result is that they fail. I am opposed personally to it, and 
want to put myself on record. 

Dr. D. D. Lowery. I also want to put myself on record. I did 
not make the motion for any personal reason. I told you that I 
wouldn’t serve in the conference superintendency if.I didn’t get at 
least. a two-thirds vote of the conference, but I want to say.this now, 
that I think the principle involved here is perfectly proper to strike 
out. It is not a question whether J ‘shall be re-elected to this posi- 
tion or not. I am not concerned about that in the least, and I don’t 
suppose any that are in the superintendeney are concerned about 
that. But the reasons that have been given, this question was first 
_before the Committee on Superintendency and they laid it on. the 
table. There are two things involved; in the first: place, it is a 
moral question and an administrative question. The moral phase 
of this question arises from the fact that these men came here to 
say that they must have such legislation to stiffen their backbones. 
They didn’t put it in such language, but I do, for that is what it 
means. I don’t think this General Conference ought to enact legis- 
lation that should safeguard anybody’s cowardice, for I am not in 
for re-election. We stand only for one year, and I wouldn’t have it 
otherwise. If not, I want out. Another thing, if I should be in the’ 
pastorate and another were in, I should want the privilege to vote 
him out if he were not the man for the place, but if he were the 
man for the place, I should like the privilege to vote for him for 
fifty years, if necessary, if he were the man to do the work. The 
motion is before us to strike this out because we don’t want this 
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- limitation or reflection put upon those who are sometimes among the 
greatest workers of this denomination. 

Dr. A. P. Funxnouser. I rise to a question of personal privilege. 
I support this motion, I think, on its merits and I have no personal 
interest in it. I do not’ think it is in order for a man who supports 
it from these considerations to have his motives impugned. It is not 
a reflection upon any presiding elder to say that in the polity of this 
Church his administration.should be limited. The great trouble is, 
not that they come to the end, but when they are changed, they feel 
that they are let down. There is no laying down to it. You have 
the regulation of the governorship and many other officers in this 
country where the term is limited. In some denominations the term 
is limited, but whether these things are done or not, let it be con- 
ceded that every man stands here for his rights upon his own con- 
victions, and he doesn’t reflect upon anybody nor impugn anybody’s 
motives, nor assail anybody’s character. 

Tue Presipent. Those favoring striking out, indicate by showing 
the hand; opposed like sign. It is stricken out. 

Tue Prusipent. The Report of the Committee on Sunday School, 
Brotherhood, and Young People’s Work will be read. m 

Rev. J. W. Owen. May I suggest that as this is the adaptation 
of the Discipline to conform to your prior action, that we take it up, 
item by item, without. reading first the whole report. 

This was agreed to. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY SCHOOL, BROTHERHOOD, AND YOUNG 
PEOPLE'S WORK. 


We, your Committee on Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young 
People’s Work, respectfully recommend as follows: 

1. Page 92, Chapter XIV. In preliminary statement, lines 5, 6, 
and 7, add “s” to the word “department,” making it plural, insert 
the words “and Brotherhood Work” in place of the word “Brother- 
hood,” and insert the words “the Department of” before the words 
“Young People’s Work,”. thus making it read: 


“Department of Sunday School, Brotherhood, and Young People’s 
Work.” 

“In order to secure a general and systematic study of the Bible, 
the development of the various forms of men’s work in our Church, 
and the training of our young people for the best service, we ordain 
the following Constitution for the departments to be known as the 
Department of Sunday School and Brotherhood Work and the De- 
partment of Young People’s Work, which departments shall be the 
legal successor,” etc. 
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2. Page 92, Section 1, Article 1, “Board of Control.” Add Be 
to “department,” making the word plural, and insert “and” instead 


” a 
of comma between “Sunday School” and “Brotherhood,” thus mak- 


ing it to read: 
“Board of Control. 


“The departments of Sunday School and Brotherhood, and Young 
People’s Work shall be,” ete. 





3. Page 92, Article IIT. Strike out the word “elected” in the | 


first line and the words “and the general secretary” in the second 
line, thus making it read: 


“Members of the Board. 


The board shall be composed of nine members, at least five of 


whom shall be laymen, who shall be elected,” ete. 


4. Page 93, Article IV., Section L. Substitute the words “oen- 


earl secretary” in first line and strike out the words “from their own 
number” in third line, thus making it to read: : 
“J. This board shall be convened by the senior Bishop, within 


thirty days after election, and shall be organized by electing a presi- — 


dent and recording secretary.” 
5. Article IV., Section 3. Substitute the words “president of the 


board” for the word “secretary” in the last line, thus making it read: — 
sé other meetings may be held upon the eall of the — 


president of the board.” 
6. Strike out Article V., providing for “Additional Secretaries.” 


7. Article VI. to be numbered “Article V.,” and the following sub- — 


stituted: 


: “Hxecutive Committee. r 


“The board shall elect five as an executive committee for the — 
Department of Sunday School and Brotherhood Work, and five as _ 


an executive committee for the Department of Young People’s Work, 


which committees shall act in the interim of the board meetings.” 


8. Article VII. to be numbered “Article VI.” 


9. Article VIII. to be numbered “Article VII.” and the following 
substituted for Section 1, namely, 


< : . 
e1e The sources of funds shall be an apportionment from the 
Commission of Finance. 


10. Page 94, Article VIII. (numbered Article VII.), Section 2. ° 


Substitute the words “the Department of Sunday School and Broth- 
erhood Work” for its words, “this board” in line 11, and substitute 
the word “department” for the word “hoard” 
it read: 

“2. The funds of the Department of Sunday School and Brother- 
hood Work shall be used to assist in maintaining Sunday schools in 
home and foreign ‘fields, in organizing and promoting the best in- 
terests of Bible classes, brotherhoods, leagues, ete., and for de 
the legitimate expenses of the department ; 
cipal,” ete. : 


fraying 
provided, that the prin- 
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11. Article VIII: (renumbered Article VII.), Section 3. Insert 
the following as Section 3, namely: 

“3 The funds of the Department of Young People’s Work shall 
be used in promoting religious work among our young people, in pro- 
viding for their training in Christian service throughout the entire 
denomination, and in helping to defray the expenses of the depart- 
ment.” 

12. Article VIII. (renumbered Article VI1.), Section 3, to be re- 
numbered as Section 4. 

13. Article IX., to be renumbered as “Article VIII.” 

14. Article IX. (numbered Article VIII.), Section 3. Substi- 
tute the following for Section 3: 

“3 The General Church Treasurer shall hold in trust the funds 
of the board and disburse the same on, orders properly signed by 
the chairman and secretary of the executive committee of each de- 
partment respectively.” 

15. Article IX. (renumbered Article VIII.), Section 4. Substi- 
tute the following: 

“4 Tt shall be the duty of the General Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Sunday School and Brotherhood Work, when at all prac- 
ticable, to visit the conferences in the interest of the work of his 
department; he shall endeavor to stimulate interest in Sunday schools 
and Brotherhoods by presentmg the most approved methods of work; 
he shall urge the organization and maintenance of all recognized de- 
partments; he shall promote teacher-training and shall urge the ob- 
servance of Children’s Day; he shall aid in developing Christian 
benevolence and interest in missions in Sunday schools and Brother- 
hoods; he shall keep a record of all bequests, legacies, notes, and 
other valuable papers coming into his possession, and turn them over 
to the General Church Treasurer for safe deposit; he shall prepare 
and publish.a quadrennial report for the General Conference, and 
perform such other duties as the board may direct.” 

16. Article IX. (renumbered Article VIII.), add Section 5, as 
follows: 

“5 Tt shall be the duty of the-General Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Young People’s Work to plan for and promote the most ap- 

‘proved methods of work among our young people; to visit conferences 
and hold institutes in connection with branch conventions; to con- 
sult with branch officers as to the best ways of increasing the 
efficiency of the local societies, to stimulate religious training among 
our young people, and to prepare reports and perform such duties as 
the board may direct.” 

17. Section II., Page 95, to be “Article IX.” In Section 1, Sub- 
section “a,” change so as to read: 

“a To stimulate the development of the Sunday School and 
Brotherhoed Work within the bounds of the conference.” 

18. In Section 1, Sub-section “b,” change the item so as to read: 

“pb. The secretary shall collect and preserve the statistics of Sun- 
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day Schools and Brotherhoods of the conference, and transmit a copy 
thereof to the General Secretary of the Department of Sunday 
School and Brotherhood Work.” 


19. Page 95, Section II. (numbered Article IX.), Sub-section 2 — 


to be stricken out. 

20. Section IT. (numbered Article IX.), Sub-section 3 to be 
“Article X.” ces 

In the line next to the last (Page 96), change the words “General 
Secretary” to read*“General Church Treasurer,” and in the last line, 
change the word “assessment” to read “apportionment.” 

21. Insert Article XI. (following Article V.) on page 96, as fol- 
lows: 

“ARID TOLLE, Xt: 
“Religious Education Council. 

“There shall be a Religious Education Council composed of the 
secretary, or other authorized representative of the Sunday School 
and Brotherhood Department, and Young People’s Department, the 
Ilome Missionary Society, the Foreign Missionary Society, the Wo- 
man’s Missionary Association, Bonebrake Seminary, Christian Stew- 
ardship Commission, and such other departments as engage in dis- 
tinctively religious education in the Church, together with a pastor 
and a layman, to be chosen by the other members of the council. 
The duty of this council shall be to promote religious education and 
to consider and correlate all plans for such education proposed by 
these several departments.” : 

22. Section IV. “Brotherhood Work,” Page 98 in the “General 
Statement,” for the last two paragraphs, substitute the following: 

“A Brotherhood may comprise a Men’s Bible Class, a federation 
of two or more Men’s Bible classes, or may be a separate organization 
including all the men in the church and community, providing it 
subscribes to the Brotherhood objectives. The number of committees 
may be diminished or increased at the discretion of the Brotherhood.” 

23. For Article IJ., Page 98, substitute the following: 


“Object. 


“The purpose of this organization is to promote the brotherhood 
spirit; the salvation, spiritual growth and activity of our men; to 
create interest in Bible study and Christian fellowship among men; 
to increase the efficiency of the local church; to encourage denom- 
inational, loyalty; to enlist all the men of the community in ‘all the 
movements for social, civic, and industrial betterment. One of the 
definite objects of the brotherhood shall be to devise plans whereby 
the boys of the community may be won to Christ and the church.” 

24. Article V., Section 3, Page 99. Strike out the words “ex- 
officio” so as to read: 

“3. The pastor shall be a member of the Executive Committee,” 

25. Article VI., Section 2, Page 100, add the words, “and may be 
the director of the boys’ work of the brotherhood.” 
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96. Article VI., Section 4, Page 100. Add the words, “and shall 
be a member of, and report to, the official board and the quarterly 
conference,” thus making the last sentence to read: 

“Te shall make a report of all receipts and disbursements at the 
regular business meetings of the brotherhood and shall be a member 
of, and report to, the official board and the quarterly conference.” 

27. Article VIL., Section 1, Page 100, in first line change “six” 
to “seven,” and add to the section the words, “and work for boys,” 
making it to read: 

“4. There may be authorized seven standing committees: execu- 
tive, membership, devotional and religious work, social and fellow- 
ship, Bible and mission study, Sunday school and moral reform, and 
work for boys.” 

98. Article VII., Section 4, Page 100, strike out the last sentence 
relating to work among boys. 

29. Article VIL, Page 101. Add a section, as follows: 

“3 Work for boys. This committee shall labor earnestly to carry 
on Christian work among boys.” 

30. Section VI., Article VIII., Page 3, renumber sections 8 and 4 
as “4 and 5,” and insert, after Section 2, the following: 

“3 A missionary meeting shall be held once a month, at which 
time an offering shall be taken for missions, which shall be sent 
quarterly through the Branch Christian Endeavor treasury to the 
Treasurer of the Woman’s Missionary Association at Dayton, Ohio.” 

31, Article [X., Page 8. Add to the article on “relationship,” the 
following: 

“The Junior Society, in its missionary activities, shall co-operate 
with the Woman’s Missionary Association, which, in turn, shall assist 
the Junior Superintendent in cultivating a missionary interest among 
the Juniors by suggesting missionary programs, and providing mis- 
sionary literature and information.” 

39. Article IV., Section 2, Page 113. 

Change the last sentence so as to read: 

“This committee shall constitute the conference board of the De- 
partment of Young People’s Work.” 

33. Article V., Page 113. 

“Duties. 

Add to Section 4, “and are understood to be ex officio members of 
the Executive Committee of the Branch Woman’s Missionary Associ- 
ation,” thus making it read: 

“4. The Junior superintendents shall have charge of the Junior 
work in the branch, and are understood to be ex officio members of 
the Executive Committee of the Branch Woman’s Missionary Associ- 
ciation.” 

34, Article VIL, Page 114. Add the following sentence: 
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“The missionary funds raised by the Junior societies shall be sent 
quarterly through the Branch Christian Endeavor Treasury to the 
Treasurer of the Woman’s Missionary Association, at Dayton, Ohio.” 

W. F. Gruver, Chairman. . 
Joun W. Owen, Secretary. 


Secretary Keppel read from the-beginning through the first para- 
graph under “Executive Committee.” ; 
Rey. J. W. Owen. The words “five as an executive committee for 
the” should be repeated before the word “Department” in the second 

line in first paragraph under “Executive Committee.” 

Seeretary Keppel read, beginning with “8. Article VII., to be 
numbered Article VI, through Item 1 under 9.” 

Docror Owen. If the chair please, the Secretary of the Steward- 
ship Commission has informed me that the provision for general 
finance will conflict with the Commission on Finance, and I move 
you we strike out everything in this item following “Commission of 
Finance.” 

Seconded and adopted. 

Secretary Keppel read, beginning with “10” and read through to 
and including “30.” 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I move to strike out what follows “30” on 
that page, and under Item “31” on the next page. Then, under 
“Duties,” that numbered “4” following the word “branch” and that 
numbered “34.” That undertakes to strike out of this report every- 
thing that puts the Junior Christian Endeavor Society under the 
control of the Woman’s Missionary Association. They asked this 
afternoon for a statement of the General Conference as to their rela- 
tion, and I have a resolution for the purpose of separating, so there 
will be no embarrassment there. If this is seconded, I would like 
to state the reason. ; 

Seconded. 

Dr. J: W. Owen. This report of the committee does not propose 
to put the Junior under the control of the board. The recommenda- 
tion is that they shall co-operate with the Woman’s Board. 

Mr. Bennerr. I think we all recognize the fundamental principles 
that obtain in the raising of children. It is very largely my judg- 
ment that there isn’t a Junior superintendent here who would think 
it advisable for a minute to put the Juniors under the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Association, nor men who have handled children that would 
think of it favorably, and the reason is apparent. I find the way to 
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handle a child is to give him something to do, make him a part of. 
the institution, make him feel it is his job, and get him in there as 
much as you can. You let the little fellows understand that that is 
their work, and they all go to it. The Woman’s Missionary 
Society says, You must do so and so, and your money must go some 
place else—go through their treasurer or some place else. They have 
lost their interest in that proposition. I say it is a good field for the 
Woman’s Missionary Society, and a good place for the Juniors—there 
is no lack of harmony, but the principle is wrong. Now, for instance, 
take the Junior Society that I happen to have charge of, they want 
a meeting, they pledge so much ‘for the missionary budget for Home 
Missions. A little fellow says, “That is our job,” and they work for 
it, but you turn that money over into the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation; if it gets there at all, it has to go clear around to get there, 
and it is not their job at all. We can do just as much work among 
the Juniors. Here you cripple it. Three branches, the Junior, Inter- 
mediate, and Senior. Why don’t you put as much regularity on the 
Seniors, there is just as much sense to it. There is no reason why 
you should make a distinction of that kind in missionary work. We 
have done the same thing in our missionary finances. We have not 
emphasized Christian Endeavor and ‘we can’t do it if you are going 
to make a missionary meeting out of it. That is the reason I op- 
pose it and wish it stricken out. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis. Brother Bennett is objecting to the last para- 
graph on this page. Would it be out of place to hear from the repre- 
sentatives of the Woman’s Missionary Association 4 

Mrs. L. R. Harrorp. I have only a word in regard to the work. 
Before the Endeavor societies were organized, the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society had Gleaners’ Bands and Young People’s Bands; 
so when the Young People’s Association was organized, we were 
asked to discontinue. ‘T'wo years ago when we co-operated, there was 
a question as to which field or what field our Woman’s Missionary 
‘Association should have for the education of missionary interests, 
and it was suggested and given to us at the last General Conference 
that it should be the Junior Society, and it naturally fell in that 
way. Our Gleaners’ Bands were Junior Societies, except for the one 
offering for missions once a month, and most of our Gleaners’ Bands 
were the foundations for the Junior Societies. And when we began 
to co-operate two years ago, this suggestion was made, that the wo- 
given the Juniors for the cultivation of missionary 
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spirit—not for taking charge of the Juniors mostly. But we find 
that they are the care of women who are associated With the Woman’s « 
Missionary Association, and with all Christian Endeavor work. B 
suggested that in the Young Women’s Christian Association that 
every society shall control its own funds so that four years ago the 
matter was hastily done, giving the Juniors to the Woman’s Chris- 
tian Association. We immediately dropped our Gleaners’ Band, 
and we had about 150 bands and about 4,000 members. They called 
them Gleaners’ Bands on Missionary Sunday, and on the other three 
Sundays of the month they were considered Juniors. Instead of 
having two separate organizations, it seemed that the missionary 
interest to be developed was with the Missionary Association. It 
was not very well defined, and there was not a great deal done. Our | 
women at the board meeting were very much discouraged because 
we lost about $4,000 of gifts of children, because we gave them the 
opportunity to pay direct to the Junior Society, and asked them to 
help with missionary work, 

[t is quite unusual for a man, of course, to be a Junior superin- 
tendent, and they might find a little difficulty in that matter, and 
especially if they were pledged to some local work.. We are willing 
to try to do missionary educational work in every way. The Sunday- 
school work, we began that before either of the other boards said 
anything about it. We had Sunday schools paying to the foreign field 
$100, and when the Home Missionary Society was started and the 
Foreign Missionary Society was started, we didn’t have any more’ 
Sunday schools to do it. We just want-to cultivate all the ground 
that you will give us, brethren, and will do it the very best we can. 
If this isn’t the way to do it, you will have to say so. We are not 
asking anything except that since the Junior work is given as a 
field for women’s cultivation, and the matter was not very well de- 
fined four years ago, we asked that it be defined, and we took steps 
at our meeting to adjust our side of the question to the Junior So- 
ciety in that we would make the Junior superintendents members 
of our .association and supply them with literature and with pro- 
grams for the missionary education and not for the rest. I think 
there is a misunderstanding about it, probably it wasn’t very plain. 
We felt our side was only to adjust our association to that field for 
cultivation and be ready to do our share in the work. But I think 
you will have to go further in this—if you don’t want to do it and 
take it out of the hands of the women, then you would have to go 
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back and withdraw the Junior societies as a part of the field for the 
cultivation by the women. It seems that mothers and sisters should 
have charge of religious education, should have something to do with 
the missionary interests of the children, and if it seems not best, 
we wouldn’t have any contention for the world in any way, if it seems 
best to take it out of our hands and not let the women have anything 
to do with it in the missionary meetings, I am sure we will be ready 
for what you will provide. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu. I would like to ask Brother Bennett to read 
the one he has in place of this, so if this is stricken out, we will 
know what is ahead. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I move this amendment, that the Woman’s 
Missionary Association have no control of the Junior Department of 
the Christian Association, which shall not, however, prevent the cor- 
relation of these societies, if such arrangement can be agreeably made. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipent. Are you ready to vote on Judge Bennett’s amend- 
ment’to strike out? 

Dr. M. O. McLauauiy. One of the reasons for taking this out 
of the superintendency or rather out from under the co-operation of 
the Woman’s Missionary Association was the fact as was stated, 
that this way the funds would have to go in a round-about way, and 
the other way they could go direct. I submit to you, if you stop to 
think, that if they-go through the Woman’s Missionary Association, 
these funds of the Juniors will go as direct to the mission fields as 
any other way, and the objects can be definitely stated to the chil- 
dren so they can understand it. In the next place, the fact remains 
that the missionary education of the Juniors now in seventy-five 
per cent. or more of the societies is under the direction of some of 
the members of the Woman’s Missionary Association in the various - 
homes. And inasmuch as they have already given up their Gleaners’ 
Bands and have adapted themselves to this work and are ready to 
throw their hearts into it, I don’t think it is fair to change it now. 
I think we ought to give them the two years. 

The amendment was lost. 

Secretary Keppel read the remainder of the report. 

Rev. G. E. Berrcn. I move an amendment to Article 34, so it will 
read, “Branch Christian Endeavor Treasurer,” instead of “treasury.” 

Seconded. 
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Pror. I. J. Goop. I ean see how two organizations ean work in the 
same field. I can see how the Gleaners’ Bands and Junior Societies 
can get along all right, but I do not see how two organizations can 
work in one organization. I don’t see how that can be done at all. 
I am not in favor of such an organization at all. 

Dr. J. W. Owrn. What does the missionary treasurer do with the 
money ? 

Mr. C. E. Bicerow. TI can answer that. We are tied up with a 
home missionary, enterprise in our own conference, and if you are 
here cutting loose one department of Christian Endeavor work and 
tying it up to the Women’s Missionary Society instead of being ad- 
ministered with the heatl of the missionary work. 

Miss Koontz. I have served some time as Junior Superintendent, 
but I don’t think we can educate our children in the Junior Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society as we should do it, unless we ean have full 
responsibility. We can’t have our hands tied with any other organ- 
ization or society. If we do any training of the children in the 
Junior Christian Endeavor Society, it must be on a pedagogical basis. 
It must have a plan and work from the head downward, and be in 
accord and not by having two or three hands and no one knowing 
where they are. And if we are tied to the Women’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation, as this report suggests, we can’t do anything at all in mis- 
sionary training. That will all be left to the Woman’s Missionary 
Association. We will have to submit to them, and aside from that, 
the Junior Christian Endeavor should not be a department to raise 
funds. We should teach the children how to give according to our 
new financial plan. We could not do it as the Woman’s Missionary 
Association would like to have us do it, the two things can’t work 
together, I am sure of that. I do not object to the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Association using the children or having societies among the chil- 
dren, as they did it when we had Gleaners’ Bands, but I do object 
to using the Christian Endeavor Society for the field in accordance 
with this committee’s report. 

Dr. M. O. McLaucuun. Now, in consideration of this fact, Mr. 
President, I would like for you to look at the top of Page 31, and 
get the import of this: “The Junior Society, in its missionary activ- 
ities, shall co-operate with the Woman’s Missionary Association, 
which, in turn, shall assist the Junior superintendent in cultivating 
a missionary interest among the Juniors by suggesting missionary 
programs and _ providing missionary literature and jnformation.” 
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. 

And they. are to furnish that literature. Now, the women are not 
going to dominate these Junior superintendents at all—they are 
going to co-operate and furnish them literature and supplies to 
carry on their education. It is not a fact that they will take any- 
thing out of the hands of these associations. 

Docror Funk. I move we do now adjourn until eight o’clock to- 
morrow morning. 

Seconded by W. L. ‘Childress. 

Rev. W. M. Smith, of Missouri Conference, was excused. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed. 


TWELFTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 
Turspay May 20, 1913. 

Bishop Carter presided and Dr. C. M. Brooke, of Oklahoma Con- 
ference, led the devotions. 

Doctor Brooke*led in singing “Nearer, My God, to Thee,” following 
with prayer. 

The journal of Monday’s sessions was read and approved. 

Tur Presient. Is there any miscellaneous business? 

Rev. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. T have a resolu- 
tion to present. 

Tue Presipentr. Present it. 


Wuereas, Rev. H. 8. Gabel, D.D., has served our denomination 
faithfully and efficiently as Secretary of the Church Erection So- 
ciety for the past eight years, therefore, be it 

Resolved, First, that we express our unbounded confidence in the 
integrity and consecration of Doctor Gabel. 

Second. That we pray God’s special blessing upon Doctor Gabel 
to the end that he may be restored to his former health and useful- 
ness. Respectfully, 

L. O. BuaKe. 
M. F. Dawson. 


On motion of Dr. J. T. Roberts, it was adopted. 
Rev. W. L. Cutpress. I have a resolution: 


Resolved, That we pronounce ourselves unalterably opposed to the 
political intrigue of the Roman hierarchy, which threatens the life 
and efficiency of our public-school system and Government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people. 

C. M. Brooke. 
W. L. CHILpREss. 
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Tue Preswenr. You have heard this resolution. It is before you. 

Dr. C. M. Brooxr. Mr. President, now, from the time this:Con- 
ference opened, you have observed that we have been expressing the 
attitude of the Church from. the Bishops down, towards the splendid 
organization made by the Catholic Chureh, and yet we have not 
specifically stated our position. I think that one of the inalienable 
rights of any person is his religion, as long as his religion doesn’t 
interfere with somebody else, and does not interfere with the rights 
of government. I, for one, will not cease my efforts until the ecclesi- 
astical hands of the Pope and all his mercenaries and minions shall 
be out of our public treasury, and until our public school system shall 
cease to be attacked and made a target to suffer from the effects of 
its claims in the name of Rome. I am creditably informed that in — 
«one of our cities the little school children gathered up pennies and 
dimes enough to build a monument to one of our statesmen, one of 
our ex-Presidents, one of our martyred Presidents, and the ludicrous 
thing happened that the Catholic bishop there delivered the address, . 
and he was outspoken and unalterably opposed to the school system. 
I believe, as a Church, we are united and unalterably opposed to 
these things. 

Rey. E. R. Baper. I move its adoption. 

Seconded. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I have no objection to the wording of that 
resolution nor to support it if it is properly understood, but I never 
found that I could win a saloon-keeper from the business of running 
a saloon by abusing him and cursing his business. I never found 
that I could win a Catholic from his mistaken notions of religion 
by abusing him and denouncing his church. The secretary of my 
Sunday school for seven years was raised a Catholic. T don’t know 
a time in fifteen years that I have not had in our church at home 
Roman Catholic people, and I find that they are just as approachable 
as any other human beings, and the position for the Protestant 
church in+this country to take as to the Catholic church is not by 
denouncing them, but by reaching out our hands and saying, we 
believe you are mistaken and we want to show you the better way. 
I denounce their encroachments upon the publie school system, and 
I think the oath that is taken by the Jesuits is absolutely un-Amer- 
ican, and we ought to impress that upon the public mind. It js 
only the spirit of this resolution that I call attention to, that we ean 
very easily put ourselves in such a position toward the Catholie peo- 
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ple that we cannot reach them, and that, I think, is wrong. We have 
had some expressions of that kind that I think came from over- 
zealousness more than anything else. We ghould not speak of those 
things too harshly, not of what is wrong im it, but it puts ourselves 
in antagonism toward them so we cannot reach them. A Catholic’s 
soul is as good as any other man’s soul. 

Rey. Maurice Nicuous, of North Kansas Conference. <A point of 
order. We have a report before us. If you want to vote for this, 
it is all right. I call for the original, question before us. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. I feel if we are going to make a pronounce- 
ment upon this subject, it ought to be more elaborate, and more 
statesmanlike, and more diplomatic. JI agree with the sentiment, 
but I agree with Mr. Bennett that we ought to express it in terms 
that will not injure our cause and prejudice our relations with the 
Roman people in the islands and other places where we are at work. 

Rev. W. L. Cuipress. I would like to state with Doctor Brooke 
that this resolution is worded very conservatively. There is nothing 
that anybody can take any exceptions to. I have worked. among the 
Catholics and do not want to fight any church, but the Roman Cath- 
olic Church has never touched any land on God’s green earth without 
cursing it. It has destroyed the morals in the State in which we 
have lived. It is filled with superstition and heathenism, and this 
resolution is very mild. The great Methodist Church has made a 
statement in their General Conference in regard to the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. We don’t use any terms that are offensive. 

Doctor Brooke again read the resolution and it was- adopted. 

Dr. J. T. Roperts. I desire to ask a question. We passed the 
resolution on the Church Union question that when three-fourths 
of the conference or three-fourths of the membership voted favor- 
ably, then there would be a convening of the General Conference. 
A telegram was received yesterday from Judge Lott requesting that 
this be changed, and last night one of the Bishops referred to it and 
asked if we would not, by consent, accept his suggestion, which is 
the constitutional arrangement of the Discipline. I do not know 
that anybody said anything, but I want to know this, whether accord- 
ing to this arrangement, you have voted that a two-thirds majority 
will adopt the Constitution? That if this goes down to the member- 
ship with a ‘mere majority vote for it, it carries. Is this what we 
have consented to? If so, I think we have consented to a thing that 
one out of ten didn’t understand. 
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Bisniop Werektry. The matter was referred to Judge Bennett. 
He and Judge Lott conferred together, considering the matter, and 
he sent up a resolution which corrects the error and makes it plain, 
so the decision of the Bishops stands, and yet the provisions of the 
Constitution are upheld. This is the way it will read: 


That upon an affirmative vote of three-fourths of our membership 
voting for it, and the adoption of the Confession of Faith‘and Con- 
stitution, as provided in the Discipline of the Church, the Bishops 
shall be authorized to convene the General Conference for final 
approval and ratification. 

Bishop Wrektey. It makes it clear that there shall be a three-_ 
fourths affirmative vote of those who vote, in favor of the union. 

Doctor Rozerrs. The question is, Shall it require three-fourths 
of the annual conference? 

Bisnop-Weekiey. Three-fourths of the annual conference on the 
question of Confession of Faith. 

Doctor Roserts. Do you claim that the Confession of Faith is 
changed in this? It is not changed, is it? 

Bisuop WEEKLEY. It is a new Confession of Faith entirely. 

Docror Roserts. What effects it? 

BisHop WrekLEY. Three-fourths must change it. 

Bisnop Kepnarr. I understood the secretary to read two-thirds. 

Tue Preswent. It is. three-fourths. We will now take up the 
report that was before you last yight on Sunday School, Brotherhood, 
and Young People’s Work. 

Bisnor -Kepuart. I understood there was a resolution last night 
opposed to putting the Junior Society of Christian Endeavor in some 
direct sense under the supervision of the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation. I feel myself that the Junior Christian Endeavor is a part 
of the Christian Endeavor organization, and ought to be allied with 
that association under the direction of the general secretary, when 
elected. I talked with the president of the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation, and she told me this was by no request of theirs; they didn’t 
ask it and they are perfectly satisfied that the Junior Endeavor 
should be left under the direction of the Christian Endeavor. It 
seeems to me it ought to be left that way. We have elected a secre- 
tary, and his hands will be tied if he is not allowed to work through- 
out the entire society. 7 

Dr. J. W. Owen. I think if we will allow Mrs. Harford to make a 
statement this morning it will clear the atmosphere. 
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Tun Presipenr. And then will you not quickly vote upon it, after 
she has made her statement? 

Mrs. L. R. Harrorp. There is a misunderstanding. There has 
been no effort at all from the Woman’s Missionary Association to 
take charge of the Junior work. They are elected in the regular way. 
It was only that we were to help the missionary training along mis- 
sionary lines, and only along that one line when requested, and that 
the funds were not to come through our local branch society, but 
through the Junior Christian Endeavor in the regular way, and then 
paid over to our General Treasurer at Dayton, and there distributed 
to wherever it should go, and no effort was made to make any inter- 
ference with it at all. Anticipating there would be something done 
in this Conference, our Committee on Constitution was authorized 
to so change our constitution on the young people to harmonize with 
whatever the General Conference should do. It seems that it can- 
not be clearly worked out here and cannot be. worked out at all, 
maybe. I am very sure that the Woman’s Missionary Association 
stands first of all for the development of the Junior Society, no in- 
terference at all with the Junior departments, so there is perfect 
harmony between them, and if you could leave this matter as to 
whether it can be worked out at all or not for the future, for it can- 
not be done right away. I was wondering if you will have a com- 
mittee now, and have elected a superintendent of the whole depart- 
ment, if this couldn’t be there decided as to whether it is desirable 
at all to have in any way our assistance in the matter of Christian 
and missionary education. I am sure it will be perfectly satisfactory 
with the Woman’s Missionary Association. 

Brsuor Keruart. I move that the matter of adjusting the question 
of missionary training for the Junior Christian Endeavor or on the 
part of the Woman’s Missionary Association be referred to the 
Executive Committee of the Board of Control and the General See- 
retary to confer with the. officers of the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation. 

Rev. G. E. Berton. A point of order. There is a motion before 
the house. 

Tue Present. State the motion. 

Rev. G! E. Bertcu. The motion was as to the last paragraph of 
the report to change the words “Woman’s Branch Missionary Treas- 
urer” to “Branch Christian Endeavor Treasurer.” We feel that the 
management of the Juniors, the money of the Juniors, ought to go 
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through the Christian Endeavor. If you leave this to be settled by 
the committee afterwards, we are making Discipline now, and that 
Discipline ought to be made here and ought not to be made in the 
future. The branch societies will want to know about this, and 
want to know about it hereafter. The point I want to make is this, 
that the financial management of the Juniors ought to be through 
the Christian Endeavor, and I think Brother Bennett has a substi-. 
tute for our motion. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I-move as-a substitute for the motion of 
Brother Bertch, that we strike out of this report, items Nos. 30 to 34, 
inclusive, and leave the Discipline as it now stands. 

Seconded. 
~The motion prevailed and the Discipline is left as it was. 

The report as amended, was then adopted. 

Dr. J. W. Owen. I think there is another matter that ought to 
have been adjusted. 

THE Present. The secretary will state it. 

Rev. Maurice Nicnors. Under the executive committee, in Ar- 
ticle IX., Section 1, it says: “The sources of funds shall be an ap- 
portionment from the Commission of Iinance,”’ and from there on 
it was stricken out. You will see they didn’t notice what they were 
doing; part of this ought to be left in, and that is the annual dues, 

Rev. L. L. Eptey. I would like to ask now, if we have the consent 
of this body to consider this matter that Doctor Owen has presented 
here, and if we have, I have a motion to make. 

Proressor Amprosr. I voted for that, and I move its reconsider- 
ation. 


Tue Present. You will do this by consent without prolonged 
discussion ? 

Rey. L. L. Eptey. I move that we add to Section 9 of Article VIE; 
Item 1, “That one dollar annual dues from each Young People’s So- 
ciety and fifty cents annual dues from each Junior Society may be 


paid to the Branch Christian Endeavor Treasurer for the prosecution 
of their work. 


Seconded by Mr. Bennett. 
THE Present. Now 
Dr. J. W. Owen. 


it stands. 


, will you pass this by common consent ? 
I think we had better just leave this report as 


You have cut out all this matter. On Page 114 of the 
Discipline, in the constitution of the conferey 


Endeavor Union, it reads: “The funds 


826 


for the regular work of this 


ice branch Christian — 














UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


union may be raised by annual dues levied upon each Young People’s, 
Intermediate, and Junior Society in the conference, the amount to 
be determined by the union.” Now, the rest of this article speaks 
about the union. I think if we would cut out the latter part of this 
article and leave the first part, it would leave what we want. 

Rev. Maurice Nicnors. Just an explanation. I don’t think we 
know where we are. This fifty cents annual dues from your Young 
People’s Society goes to help pay the Young People’s Secretary. We 
have made provision for a Young People’s Secretary, but have no 
provision to pay him. Let us hear Doctor Landis on that. 

Dr. J. W. Owen. I think there was a misunderstanding as to how 
that is. I understand that these offerings, Children’s Day and an- 
niversary, and so on, are to be taken as usual, but they are to go to 
help pay the budget and the support of the Young People’s Secre- 
tary and the Sunday-school Secretary, and all the rest is to come 
from the budget, which is to be raised in each local congregation. 
Now, these are funds which are raised in the branch and reported 
to the conventions, and we don’t collect money in the conventions 
- toward the budget. I think we had better keep them separate from 
now on, because the expenses of the departments are being provided 
for in the general budget. 

Rev. Maurice Nictoits. We are willing to leave it as it is, then. 

Dr. J. W. Owen. I think the suggestion I make to cut out the 
portion as to dues, to be substituted for that which has been pro- 
posed, it would settle the whole matter. 

Tus Present. That which was proposed was stricken out. 

Rey. L. L. Eptry. Will Doctor Owen consent for a remark? I 
will withdraw my motion and substitute for it, that we strike out 
all of Article VII., Page 114, after the word “union.” Then that 
article will read, “The funds for the regular work of this union may 
be raised by annual dues levied upon each Young People’s, Inter- 
mediate, and Junior Society in the conference, the amount to be 
determined by the union.” 

Seconded. 

The substitute was adopted. : 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. I desire to offer this: 

In view of the fact that the children are a mutual and fruitful 
field for missionary work, we would encourage co-operation of Junior 


societies with the Woman’s Missionary Association in promoting mis- 
sionary education and giving, provided said Woman’s Missionary As- 
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sociation is not to control said Junior Department of Christian 
Endeavor. 


Seconded and adopted. 

Bisuop Kerenarr. I wonder if you will not consent to leave out 
that last proviso? 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. Let me suggest this: The trouble is because 
they claimed we had; they wanted us to give reconstruction of the 
Constitution. That is the reason I put it in, so as to make it plain. 

Tur Presiwent. There is no harm in the construction. 

Dr. J. W. Owen. I question whether that will make it effective. 
I question whether or not the resolution of Bishop Kephart ought not 
to be included in that, that the executive committee confer with the 
Woman’s Missionary Association, and agree upon some plan. 

The report was then adopted. : 

Dr. J. P. Lanpis. There is an item of importance, making a little 
change in the Discipline in regard to the collections of the Seminary. 
This is a matter that was introduced by the General Manager of the 
Seminary, and is now in written form, and I will pass it up to the 
secretary. 

Tue Presipenr. The secretary will read. 

Secretary Keppel read: 


REPORT OF THE CORRELATING COM MITTEE CONCERNING THE BONEBRAKE 
TILEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


Item 10, Page 161, of the Book of Discipline, and all similar items. 


Annual Collections. 

Substitute the following: ‘ 

The annual apportionment to the whole number of annual confer- 
ences for the benefit of the various departments shall be determined 
by the Commission on Finance, which commission shall also make an 
equitable apportionment of the same to the several conferences 
through the General Benevolence Budget. The amount so appor- 
tioned shall be based upon the possible future needs of the various 
departments and the Church’s present giving. The annual confer- 
ences shall make an apportionment of the General Benevolence 
Budget, inckiding the annual conference budget, to the various 
charges in the conference. The entire amount collected from the 
various charges in the conference shall be divided between the Gen- 
eral Benevolence Budget and the annual conference budget on the 
basis of the proportion that each sustains to the entire budget. The 
amount of the General Benevolence Budget shall be transmitted im- 
mediately to the General Church Treasurer at Dayton, Ohio, who 
shall at once send a copy of the receipts to the various departments. 
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The General Church Treasurer shall credit to the various depart- 
ments the amounts due them from this fund on the basis of the 
proportion that the apportionment for them to that conference sus- 
tains to the entire General Benevolence Budget for said conference. 


Dr. R. J. Wuire. I can’t see any special harm in this, but I can’t. 
see any utility. Why shouldn’t we have a resolution of the same 
character from the Sunday-school Board and from the Board of 
Edueation, and from every department? 

Tur Presipent. Is there a motion to adopt this? 

Docror Lanpis. I move that it be adopted. 

Seconded by. Professor Ambrose. 

Rey. G. E. Berton. I understand this general plan is that the 
Finance Commission is to arrange these matters for all the general 
funds and assess the annual conferences so much. Now, does this 
propose that the apportionment that goes to the Seminary be in a 
separate column ? 

Dr. J. E. Four. No, sir. When this was passed, you directed a 
statement to be made by the Correlating Committee. Doctor Landis 
asked me to write it out. I have made a full statement, based on 
the Finance Committee’s report to this body, which says the general 
benevolence budget shall be proportioned, based on the needs of this 
department and the present giving of the Church. 

Rry. G. E. Bertcu. By doing this do we-change the action of 
the General Conference in that report to the action of the Commit- 
tee on Finance or Committee on Correlation? Do we change that 
by this action? 

Docror Four. No, sir; this is the financial budget adopted by 
the General Conference. 

Rev. G. E. Berron. You don’t change any action of the General 
Conference already taken ? 

Docror Four. No, sir; I have worded it exactly. I have used the 
exact wording used by the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. G. A. Lampert. Since this paper is of no effect, I move that 
it be tabled. 

Seconded. ; 

Docror McLavenin. Referring to the statement that this is of 
no effect, if this is stricken out and does not take the place of Para- 
graph 10 on Page 161, it will leave the Discipline the same as it is. 
This simply puts it in the hands of the Finance Committee. 

“The motion to lay on the table did not prevail. 
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Rev. M. F. Dawson. I would like to know the necessity of this. 
Isn’t this arrangement in the budget the same as this? Hasn’t each 
department the right to ask for a repetition of what has already 
gone through the record ? 

Tue Preswwentr. The secretary will explain. 

Sroretary Srppant. This comes in the nature of a report of the 
Correlating Committee. In adopting the report of the Finance Com- 
mission, they will need to change the statement of all departments 
and their finances. If you vote this down, you have your single 
assessment. This is putting into the section what the Finance Com- 
mittee will compel the Committee on Correlation to put in. 


Rev. M. F. Dawson. I contend this is already submitted to the — 


budget, all these departments, and why the necessity of bringing up 
something additional? It is simply a repetition of what was done. 


Each and every other department treasurer might bring up some- 


thing that has been done. : 

Docror Four. May I, in answer say, that they directed this all 
to be done four or five days ago,,and the Correlating Committee 
will have to bring in such a statement in regard to every department 
of this Church. Your Finance Committee doesn’t put anything in 


the Book of Discipline. This Conference asked me to make a state- 


ment with reference to my own department. N ow, I have used your 
report adopted by. this Conference exactly and there isn’t a thing 
out of harmony with the report on record with reference to the 
Finance Commission. 

Mr. G. A. Lampert. I think we have already acted on this. We 
don’t have to act on the Correlating Committee’s work. If this is 
what the Correlating Committee will do anyway, what is the use 
of this? 

Dr. 8S. S. Houeu. May I have just this remark 2 There are four 
sections in the foreign missionary work referred to the Correlating 
Committee to put in shape the phraseology of these sections in 
harmony with the Commission on Finance, If you are willing to 
put it im the hands of somebody following this General Conference, 
very well; if not, we ought to meet with that Correlating Committee 
before we adjourn and go over it, so we can have harmony, and each 
be clear concerning this system. 

Docror Funx. I move that this paper be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Correlation to adjust it. 

Seconded. 
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Mr. R. Hl. Bennerr. This body cannot delegate to any commit- 
tee or set of men, authority to pass legislation. 

Sroretary Keppet. This is legislation. 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. And if that Correlating Committee is ex- 
pected to make any change in legislation, it cannot do it. All it 
can do is to arrange it in such a way as to show what the purpose 
and intention of this body was; no more than a legislature can 
authorize somebody in printing the statute book to change the 
statutes that have been passed so that they will harmonize. Some- 
times we find a legislature passing laws that absolutely contravene 
each other, then the court undertakes to say what the act was that 
was passed by the legislature, and it don’t undertake to say that any 
editor of the statute book or any correlating committee or anybody 
else can change those things. Neither can you here. If you let this 
Discipline stand with an apportionment of ten thousand dollars in 
there, leave it to the Correlating Committee to strike that out. You 
ean, if you want to put your Correlating Committee over against 
that the action of this body, which is inconsistent with it, so that 
the Board of Bishops, as they are the judges, would say this last act 
being inconsistent with the other, the other falls, and that is as far as 
you ean go with the Correlating Committee, so that this proposition 
here is not unnecessary, but is the exact work that you undertake 
to do, as I understood it, and it would be good if we had to answer 
in all our departments to that and we could say, as legislators, this 
is the law and the other is not the law. : 

Tye Present. The question is on the adoption of this from 
the Correlating Committee. 

Docror Roserts. As I understand it, this was already ordered 
stricken out. 

Dr. J. E.« Four. -Here is the report of the Committee on Theo- 
logical Seminary. © It was ordered that I was to word it, that the 
Correlating Committee was to word it, and the chairman, of that 
committee came to me and asked me to word it, and I asked that it 
be presented on the floor. 

Doctor Roperts. It was presented to the Correlating Committee 
the same as other reports. 

Dr. J. W. Owen. I submit to you that if this Correlating Com- 
mittee or some other committee does not have authority to straighten 
out these tangles in the Discipline and make these things harmonize 
with this general plan of finance that we have adopted, it will take 
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a lawyer to interpret it after we get it fixed up. It seems to me, | 
I understand that this General Conference has adopted a system of 
finance which fixes the income and resources of all these depart- 
ments of the Church, and if this committee is not authorized to 
make these various departments harmonize with this general plan, 
it seems to me we ought to authorize somebody to do it. 

Ture Prestppnr. The question is on the adoption of this report. 

Srcrrrary Kepper. I hope that this Conference will keep in mind 
the statement of Judge Bennett, which is absolutely true, that this 
Conference cannot delegate legislation to any committee, and any 
delegation of legislation to committee is null and void. There is 
no use to talk of the need or necessity of such a thing. You cannot 
do it. You cannot put in the hands. of the committee the power 
to legislate for you. Now, it seems to me that this report of the Cor- 
relation Committee is not correlation, but legislation, plain and _— 
simple. It is legislation, and it is legislation which is not in har- 
mony with the general benevolence budget, which was adopted a 
few days ago. That budget provided that the apportionment should 
be reported at_the annual conference in the apportionment, that 
should be determined in one direction by the needs of the institu- 
tion, and in the other direction by the paying ability of the confer- 
ence, involving those two items. Now, this correlating report strikes 
out that paying ability and says equitable and then sticks to the 
other one—needs of the institution, and in that particular reverses 
the action that the General Conference adopted for the general benev- 
olence plan. It seems to me if the Correlating Committee has gone 
a certain distance and stopped, that would have been correlated. 
If they had gone this far: “The annual apportionment to the whole 
number of annual conferences for the benefit of the various depart- 
ments shall be determined by the Commission on Finance,” I don’t 
see any necessity for going any farther than that. I don’t see any 
necessity for running a road down through there so as to make it 
sure that there can be no possibility by which the Seminary might 
possibly lose. My understanding is that the Commission on Finance 
is not going to deal discriminatingly against any one interest of the 
Church. If you put this in, then go ahead and put in all the rest. 
Your Finance Committee cannot move except according to this 
method. You are attempting to be radical; some people eall it 
progressive, but it is certainly a revolutionary scheme of finance, 
and for the Seminary you are attempting to mark it out so fast that 
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no matter what experience shows, you cannot deviate. If Item 10, 
on Page 161 interferes, strike it out. You have provided in your 
scheme of finance for a method of doing the thing and the Sem- 
inary is protected by that scheme. Every other part of the Church 
is protected by it. Im the name of a report on correlation, we are 
getting additional legislation. My understanding is that the Cor- 
_yelating Committee is to correlate and not to legislate, and it there- 
fore hasn’t very much to do. 

Rev. G. E. Berroco. I am sure it is one-sided in the sense of the 
other departments, and I ask for a division of the house regarding 
the question to lay this on the table. 

Seconded. 

Ruv. G. E. Berrcu. My purpose is to lay this on the table so it 
can go to the Correlating Committee. You announced the vote with- 
out due consideration from the body that this had passed. I don’t 
believe it had, and therefore I want a division on the motion. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I think the General Conference ought to hear 
from Doctor Landis. We are all interested in this. 

Dr. J. P. Lanpvis. This Correlating Committee knows, just as 
well as Brother Keppel, that it has no business to legislate. I had 
the job pretty much to myself four years ago, and some of the dis- 
erepancies in the Discipline to-day were discovered before they were 
printed in the Discipline, but I had no right to change them. I was 
delegated to edit the Discipline, and had no right to make any 
changes that would affect the sense of the action of the General 
Conference in any word, and so those discrepancies and inconsist- 
encies had to stand. We understand our business just as well to- 
day, I think, as we did then. When this came up the other day, 
Doctor Fout presented a thought, a wish, a proposition in respect 
to the collection of funds for the support of the Seminary, and it 
was to be voted on. Then it was said to transfer this—I believe it, 
was passed but wasn’t worded, and then it was simply said give it 
over into the hands of the Correlating Committee. We did not 
understand Doctor Fout’s intention, and so we asked him to word 
it and we looked it over yesterday and concluded to bring it in as 
it is. Now, if we are guilty of undertaking any legislation, of course, 
that should be corrected. 

Dr. W. R. Funx. I still believe that the course to pursue is to 
refer this item back to the Correlating Committee. The statement 
has been made that this item with reference to ten thousand dol- 
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lars was ordered stricken out. If that be true, then this Correlating — 
Committee can do its work on this proposition just the same as on “a 
any other, and let us avoid the statement that will be made after — 
this Conference that any one department has the advantage over — 
another department. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. There are three chines involved in this resolu- ; 
tion and paragraph. The first is that the Finance Commission shall — 

make out a budget, shall say how much shall be assessed or appor- — 
tioned to the various conferences for the different interests. That — 
is one thing. That pertains to all of the departments, as I under- 
stand it. Now, the second point is this; the annual conference 
makes the apportionment to all the fields. This report here asks _ 
that the treasurer of the annual conference shall make a division of 
the amount received in proportion to the total assessment, so that 
every department will get its pro rata share out of what is received. — 
If more is paid in than is assessed, your society may get a little y 
more. If less is paid in, your society will get its proportionate — 
amount that is left. We think that is an important thing and we © 
understand that is to go to all the depen It is so stated 
in this paper. "a 

Doctor Funk. Doctor Fries, may I ask a question? Why should = 
that statement be made for a paper relating to one department? 3 

Docror Fries. Because it is not stated in the other departments. | 
That is what the Correlating Committee wants to know. If we are | 
to put it in one place and have it understood, it belongs to-the 
others. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. The plan of finance that we adopted makes 
that very statement. It presupposes that. 

Docror Fries. That the treasurer of the conference ‘shall pay 
in proportion to the total amount assessed. 

Tue Presipent. That is in the plan. 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. Do we understand this system of finance we 
have adopted with so much interest and enthusiasm is supreme to 
any of those departments? That they must surrender to the Com- 
mission on Finance and harmonize with that? That is what I want 
to make clear. 

Dr. J. E. Four. I don’t like the inference to be drawn here that 
I am unfair. I took the Finance Commission’s statement and gave 
it to you verbatim. I insist that my department, as well as the other 
departments, have a true statement, that we must go and dig up > 
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every time that our people do not understand. I am simply insist- 
ing upon something here, brethren, that is only fair to my depart- 
ment, and fair to every department of this Church. There is one 
statement there to which Brother Keppel calls attention, and in 
that I feel the Seminary was more than fair. After a conference 
with the Board of Directors of the Seminary they felt that after 
this year the appeal would not be made upon the basis of the churches 
giving. Therefore, we left it out. If the Church rises to do what 
we believe it will do, we will not have to take our amount upon the 
basis of the churches present giving. Therefore, we left that part 
out. If that is unfair, I shall be very glad to go back to their 
basis—on the basis of the churches giving. 

Srorerary Kepren. It seems to me, if a clear statement is wanted 
for each department, take out the word “Seminary,” and _ substitute 
“the various departments.” That will give.it for all of them. It 
will cover every one of them, and they are all treated just the same. 
- Bisuor Four. If the secretary will make that as a motion, I 
would like to second it. 

Sroretary Kepren. I will so present it. 

The amendment was adopted, and the resolution, as amended, was 
adopted. : : 

Secretary Kepprit. This one item should be changed to conform 
to the one we provided. Shall be based on the needs of the institu- 
tion and the Church’s present giving. 

Tue Preswent. Will you do that by consent? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Dr. 8S. S. Hovcu. If the Bishop please, I would like to know for 
a certainty the work of this Correlation Committee, and who shall 
constitute that committee, when we adjourn? This work that they 
are to do manifestly cannot be wrought out and submitted to this 
body. That is a clear thing to my mind, for they will have to go 
over all these reports. Should we not provide for a small OCorrel- 
ation Committee to correlate with the editors of the Discipline and 
take these reports and fix them up? 

Doctor Funk. There was a resolution that Doctor Funkhouser . 
offered and then laid on the table, in reference to the departments 
of the Church having a page in the Telescope. Is it desired that 
that be taken from the table? If it is, I so move. I would like to 
have it settled now. It is an open question. 

The motion was adopted and the paper was taken from the table. 
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Rev. L. L. Eptey. I move the indefinite postponement of this 
resolution. I would like to hear from-the editors of the Telescope on 
the proposition. 

Docror Purtirrt. I would like to ask first, whether this paper, 
as was stated by the one who introduced it, refers to the Missionary 
and Church Erection departments ? : : 

Docror Funxuousrer. If I had a copy of the Telescope,’ I could 
tell you which pages it refers to. 

Docror Puuprt Does it refer to the different secretaries’ de- 
partments ¢ 

Docror Funxuousrr. If that is what you call it. Instead of 
having a regular mechanical make-up, it should be so that it is the” 
whole organ of the Church, and every interest should have its proper 
representation, and the editor to take the matter in his judgment 
in proper relationship and proportion and put it in and make a 
paper in the sense that it is not simply an organ of special depart- 
ments on special pages. 

Docror Puruprr. It is well that the General Conference under- 
stand conditions as they are, and understand also how they will be 
if this resolution is passed. In the first place, I do not know of 
any denominational paper that sets aside certain pages by a hard 
and fast rule for secretarial departments, although the matter is 
admitted to the papers. I am not going to favor the resolution or 
speak against it. I simply want to explain the situation as it will 
be if this passes. When I came into the Telescope office, I found a 
number of editors, practical editors. The copy from these depart- 
ments was prepared in the secretaries’ offices and sent direct to the 
printer, and the editors had no supervision, no control on anything 
in regard to it, as to the substance of the matter or the manner in 
which it was prepared. Now, by an order of the Publishing Agent, 
with which the editors had nothing to do, all this copy is submitted 
to the editors first and never is allowed to go direct to the com- 
posing room. This is for the purpose of editing, not changing the 
subject matter. Sometimes it needs to be revised in punctuation 
and capitalization, and sometimes an omission is made. But noth- 
ing is cut out except reference is made back to the departments for 
their consent. Too much copy is furnished some weeks, and left out 
of necessity, but it is not done arbitrarily by the editors. Some de- 
partments ask that it be put in a certain form by the editors. If 
that can be followed, it is followed; but I have taken the liberty, 
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as editor, to change the order if it seems best. The departments 
want to display the matter sometimes. I do not like display matter 
myself, it looks too much like a sale bill, to display articles in the 
Telescope. But that request does not come in very often. But, as 
to the pages, the departments have those by hard and fast rules, ex- 
cept they give way to advertising. No matter what the editor pre- 
pares can crowd these departments on these pages. Now, what will 
be the method with those changes? 

Tue Presipent. Let the chairman make a statement. There is 
no motion to adopt this paper. The motion is not before us when 
you have reconsidered the vote. The paper is still before you. 
~There ought to be a motion to readopt. 

Doctor Funx. The motion was simply to take it from the table. 

Rev. G. E, Berrcu. I tried to make a motion to adopt, and they 

- said there was one. ~* . 

Tue Presipent. There is to be a new motion when a paper is 
taken from the table. 

Docror FunkHousrr. The motion was made and discussed, and 
in the midst of the discussion it was left over until certain things 
were done. 

Rev. W. M. Jones. It is pending now. 

Doctor Puituprr. This puts the control of the pages and the 
disposition of the matter, the make-up of the forms in the hands 
of the editors, and the different secretaries have nothing whatever 
to say. 

Docror Funxnouser. What do we elect editors for? 

Doctor Puimuprrr I am making no plea on either side, I am 
simply making a statement so the Conference will know what it is 
going to vote upon. Now, I can see how this will bring the editor 
into conflict with the secretaries occasionally. I will have respect 
to the wishes of the secretaries, of course, but this puts the decision 
in the hands of the editors and not the secretaries, if this goes 
through. 2 

Doctor FunkHousrr. That is where it ought to be. 

Docror Puiturprt. I will take that responsibility, if the Confer- 
ence votes it. 

Doctor Funxnouser. That is what we elect you for. 

Docror Puiturri. I will take it and shoulder it, but I will not do 
it in an arbitrary way. 
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Rey. M. R. Bauumcer. I would like to ask Doctor Funkhouser a 
question. I am not real clear on this myself. Whether it was his 
thought that this matter, that a definite department should be 
ereated and used in the paper in that way and not give a certain 
amount of space each week. Was that your thought? 

Docror Funxuovusrr. I will have to enlarge a little in answering 
that question. My thought was this: This eliminates the columns 
of that paper from any hard and fast rule. If it is the judgment 
of the editor that a secretary shall have a page, give it to him. I am 
where we get subscribers, and instead of having a conflict with the 
secretaries, I would like to make it so that paper would not have a 
conflict with the subscribers: 

Docror Pumupri. Perhaps that was misunderstood. There would 
be no real conflict. ? 

Docror Funkuouser. When I turn over to the Home Mission 


page or to the Foreign Mission page, with figures and pleadings, I _ 
glance at it and find that it is about the same as last week. I sit 


down the next week and say, I believe I will turn over to see if the 
matter is the same. When I go after my people to subscribe for 
the Telescope, I do not go as an agent of a department, but as the 
agent of a great Church. When the contents have variety, they will 
tie the people to the Telescope and make United Brethren of them. 
I want that kind of a paper, and the editor can do as he pleases. 

Rey. M. R. Batuicer. In other words, if the departments have 
a page and a half, give it to them, and another a third of a page, 
give it to them. Is that your thought? 

Docror Funkuouser. Certainly. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I asked that Doctor Phillippi be granted the 
privilege of speaking. I think it is ‘right. I think the secretaries 
should have the privilege of expressing themselves, if they wish: _ 

Tue Present. Will the Conference hear Doctor Whitney? 

Rey. T. W. Perks. I don’t think it is necessary, it is a matter 
for the editor. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. It seems to me that it is not a question as to 
these several departments, but a question is what is the Church paper 
‘for, what is its aim, what is it established for, is it to be a money- 
raising agency? We have said in regard to the Young People’s 
Society, the Juniors’ Society, and these other organizations, that 
they are not money-raising institutions, and I think the same ought 
to be regarded as true with reference to the Telescope. I don’t know 
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of any other great paper that devotes certain pages to their interests. 
I believe that when any great propositions on missions or church 
erection or reform—any great question comes up, it ought to have 
emphasis, but to give it a place mechanically every week, weakens 
it and lets the whole thing down to a very low plane, and that is 
the reason that this formality and this machine method of making 
news is objected to by our people. It seems to me that what we 
want is a proper emphasis on these great. questions at the right time, 
and not in such a formal, mechanical way as has grown to be the 
custom in recent years. And as I understand the Telescope, it is 
not to take anything from any of these departments that is of essen- 
tial importance, but to lift up all of these and make them more im- 
portant. 

The motion prevailed and the paper was adopted. 

Tue Presipent. Bishop Mathews will now speak a word. 

Brsuop Marnews. All the pastors of Decatur have extended cour- 
tesy to us, and all the churches, but there is one person who opened 
his great church to us for lectures and yarious purposes, and he has 
shown a warm side to us, a noble Christian fellow in the ministry. 
I have the pleasure of introducing Dr. J. C. Willits, pastor of the 
First Methodist Church. : 

The Conference arose and greeted Doctor Willits. 

Dr. E. H. Suury. We also have Dr. J. W. VanCleve, District - 
Superintendent of the Methodist Church. I would like to present 
him to the Conference. — 

Tur Presiwent. Doctor VanCleve, this is a great pleasure to have 
you with us, and the brethren will greet you. 

The Conference stood and greeted Doctor VanCleve. 

Tue Presipent. I would like to have the privilege of inserting 
in the resolution adopted yesterday, by this Conference, the names of 
Dr. E. H. Shuey and Rev. R. L. Fletcher, pastor of the Second 
United Brethren Church, ‘as assistants to Doctor Long in his work. 
' Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Docror Funk. Now, Mr. Chairman, one further resolution, if you 
will allow me to read it: 


We, the members of the General Conference, have appreciated the 
presence and work of the Arion Quartet. Their music was inspiring 
in every way. We commend them to our people everywhere for con- 
eert work. We also hope for their presence at Wichita, four years 
hence. 
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Seconded. 

The resolution was adopted. , 

Bisnor Kernarr. We have just talked about Wichita. Our friends 
have asked us to come there,-and the Kansas delegation would like 
you to have the pleasure of hearing a special poem, “Back to Kan- 
sas,” from Miss Vera Blinn. 

Tuer Presipent. Miss Blinn is called to invite us to Kansas. 

Miss Bunn. Mr. Chairman, this poem, “Back to ‘Kansas,’ was~ 
composed and was written by the son of one of our Kansas dele- 
gates to this Conference, Roland Ambrose, who was a friend of mine 
in college. : 

Miss Blinn then recited the poem, which was received with ap- 
plause. 

Docror Funkuousrr. TI have a little belated report as a final re- 
port from the Committee on Rules of Order, as follows: 


The Committee on Rules of Order recommends that these rules 
be printed in the Discipline for use of our people everywhere, that 
they may have them for reference and in a convenient form. 


Docror Funk. That is a question of opinion. J do not believe 
that we ought to put rules in the Discipline. 

Docror Funkiiouser. Not as a matter of Discipline, but supple- 
mental for those who may need a parliamentary guide. 

Docror Funk. It is an item of expense. 

Doctor Funxrousrr. I move they be so printed. 

Rev. G. E. Berrcu. I second the motion. 

Bisnop Marnews. It is a waste of money and time. 

Tue Presipent. The Methodists have it in_their Discipline. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu. There is a little education there. A good 
many of our people don’t know anything about parliamentary usage, 
and they ought to know something about it. If we had some way 
of teaching them some rules of parliamentary law, and there are 
many of us here who could use it. 

Doctor Funknouser. It is no personal matter with me. These 
rules are made, not to hinder business, but are made to promote 
business. They are the common parliamentary rules of the country, 
and two or three pages in the Discipline would put a manual of these 
rules in the hands of everybody who has a Discipline, and would be 
used by presiding elders, by preachers, and by everybody, and they 
would simply have that by our rights for information. 

Proressor Amprose. I move the previous question. 
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The motion to print the rules in the Discipline was not adopted. 
Doctor Drury. I would like to submit this resolution: 


Resolved, That we hereby ‘extend to the press of this city our 
-hearty gratitude for the recognition given this Conference, and the 
generous space given to our daily proceedings. 

M. R. Drury. 
A. P. FuNnKHOUSER. 


This was adopted. 

-Brsuop Four. One of our veteran servants and leaders in a most 
important part of our work, voluntarily asked that his official rela- 
tion discontinue at this General Conference. I refer to Col. Robert 
Cowden. Having served thirty-six consecutive years as leader of 
our Sunday-sehool hosts, it does seem to me that we cannot afford 
to conelude the journal of this Conference without giving him the 
privilege of speaking a closing word to the Conference, and through 
the Conference to the entire denomination. He has been here 
throughout the sessions of the General Conference, but I do not 
see him in the room at this time. I want to move that he be given 
the privilege of making a statement of one hundred or two hundred 
words, and that that statement go into the records. 

-Seconded by Doetor Funk, and adopted. 

In compliance with the above, Colonel Cowden furnished the fol- 
lowing: 


° 


Mr. President, Brethren, and Sisters: 

I thank you for the privilege of a final word. You have really 
embarrassed me by your many kindnesses during your protracted 
session. If you will permit, I wish to mention an important in- 
cident in my life, of which I think I have never spoken publicly. 
After the surrender of Lee’s army in the spring of 1865, when every 
one knew that the war was over, the men in the ranks, as well as the 
officers in command, became restless under the longer restraints of 
military rule, separated as they. were from home and loved ones, 
and also from the peaceful pursuits of hfe; and it became difficult 
to enforce rigid discipline in the volunteer army. What was the 
use when the war was over? said they. The officers of my command, as 
well as of others, began to look after abandoned plantations to culti- 
vate cotton. My men had always been slaves and they longed for a 
taste of real freedom. It was then that General Sherman promul- 
gated an order in which he called attention to the fact that a soldier, 
by his act of enlistment and his oath, had given his life wholly to 
the government for the time, and that all the powers of his mind 
and body were thus voluntarily surrendered and he must continue 
in this relation to the end of his term. He did not, like the Japan- 
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ese soldier, actually have his funeral eeremony, but it was substan- 
tially the same. I was not much of a theologian, but as a soldier, 
the order appealed to me as a conerete statement of the meaning 
of a surrendered life in the army of the Lord, and this impress_was 
so strong upon me that it led to the mental vow never to disregard 
a call nor disobey an order from the Lord of Hosts, the Commander- 
in-Chief of the army of the Lord, and it was this that led me to 
undertake what seemed to me at the time to be impossible, and by 
following step by step, only one step at a time, I am here. My next 
step is as much in the dark as any ever taken, but I am following 
on. I am in the ranks until the close of the war. Farewell. 


Doctor Funk. I think there ought to be something said at this 
Conference as to the time when the correlation of reports will be 
completed. The Discipline cannot be published until the work is 
done, and so I think the General Conference ought to place a limit 
of time on this Committee on Correlation, if possible, so that we 
will know just what we can expect. There are only two members of 
this committee in the city of Dayton, the others are scattered. I am 
sure it will mean a great deal for these brethren to all do this work. 
They will have to get together soon. . 

Docror Drury. How would it be for the Dayton members to be 
associated with the editor of the Discipline, and to be required to 
complete their work by the first of August? 

Tue Presipent. Would that please the General Conference 

Docror Drury. I move that that be the order. 

Doctor Funxuouser. J want to call attention to another matter, 
and that is that we should improve our method of doing business. 
We could save a great deal of work on this Conference floor, if more 
work and better. work is done in committees, JT think, however, that 
the committees are too many and too small.’ We should have larger 
committees and they should do more work in the oo room. 
I have a suggestion to offer. 

Tue Present. Is it in the form of a motion? 


Doctor Funxnouser. Yes, my suggestion and motion is as fol- 
lows: 


Rule 42. There shall be twelve standing committees, as follows: 
Ministry. 


Judiciary. ~ 
State of the Church. 
Temporal Economy. 
Boundaries. 


Ot HE 99 NO ps 
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6. Publishing Interests. 

7. Education. 

8. Sunday Schools. 

9. Home Missions and Church Erection. 

10. Fofeign Missions. 
11. Christian Endeavor. 
12. Deaconess Work. 

Rule 43. Assignment to Standing Committees. As soon as. prac- 
tical after the election of delegates, the secretary of each annual 
conference shall call a meeting of the lay and ministerial delegates 
for organization. After electing a chairman, they shall assign one 
of their members to each standing committee; provided, that no dele- 
gate shall be assigned to more than six committees, and that each 
conference shall have at least one representative on each standing 
committee. The chairman of the delegation shall immediately for- 
ward to the secretary of the General Conference the names of the 
delegates and their committee assignments; and from these returns, 
the secretary of the General Conference shall make up, as far as 
possible, the roll of the standing committees in advance of the open- 
ing of the General Conference. 

Rule 44. All other committees, not otherwise provided for, shall 
be appointed by the Bishops. 

Rule 45. Reference of Memorials, Htc. The reference of memo- 
rials, petitions, resolutions, ete., to the several standing committees 
is indicated generally by the title of the committee on the subject 
matter of the paper; but the following special references should be 
made: 

To the Committee on Itineracy shall be referred all memorials, 
and all papers relating to Superintendency, Itineracy, Ministry, 

‘Church Membership, Courses of Study, and all questions relating to 
changes of Discipline on these subjects. 

To the Committee on Judiciary shall be referred all appeals from 
conferences and from members of the Church, all memorials and 
papers, and other matters relating to nominations of boards, Govern- 
ment of the Church, Credentials, Formulas and Forms, Rules of 
Order, and other questions which may be referred to it by the Gen- 
eral Conference. 

To the Committee on State of the Church shall be referred all 
memorials, petitions, resolutions, ete., relating to Christian Steward- 
ship, Sabbath Observance, Prohibition, Family Life, Laymen’s Move- 
ment, Modern Industrial Life, Divorce, Amusements, Church Feder- 
ation, and matters relating to the general welfare not clearly be- 
longing to other committees. 

To the Committee on Temporal Economy shall. be referred all me- 
morials, petitions, ete, relating to General Conference Elections, 
Ratio of Representation, Churches and Parsonages, Orphanages, Old 
People’s Homes, Expenses of Delegates, Salaries, and all matters in 
regard to property of financial interests. 
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Doocror FunkHousrr. When these committees are appointed, with 
due time given to meet and for discussion of the matters pertaining 
to them, the details would be threshed out in the committee and 
would not be brought to the floor of the Conference. . 

Tue Presipent. Is there a second? 

Mr. R. H. Benner. I second the motion to adopt the paper. 

The paper was adopted. 


Doctor Priuurri. I presume that the resolution offered by Doe- — 


tor Funkhouser, and approved, which relates to the Telescope, has no 
effect until the first of July? 

Doctor Funxuousrr. .Whenever you want. to put it into effect. | 
THe Presipenr. Therefore, it is left to the discretion of the ed- 
itor? 

Docror Funknouser. Yes. 

Dr. R. J. Ware. Just a question of privilege. I have been given 
the honor of being asked to act on this committee for the Pension 
Bureau. This paper was adopted and there are five of us that are 
to act as commissioners to prepare this plan. I think there ought 
to be articulated very carefully with these enterprises, such as the 
Otterbein Home and Quincey Orphanage. It will be very difficult 
to do anything and it is made optional with the conferences whether 
they act with it or not. Now, as a member of the committee, I 
wanted to ask this, if you have any suggestions to make, we would 
be glad to receive those suggestions. It is to work out a new plan, 
it seems, practically from the ground up, and to articulate it with 
the other. I think it is important that we should do it for the old 
ministers that are superannuated, and for widows.. We should do it 
carefully. It requires a great deal of wisdom, and we want your help 
and expression, because there is no fund whatever to pay any in-- 
cidental expenses connected with it; and one is in the Southeast, 
and another in the Northeast, and another in the Middle West. 
When we have committee meetings it will cost about $25 for each 
member to get together, perhaps more than that. We are willing to 
make the sacrifice for the Church, if necessary, but we shall be glad 
to have your co-operation through the mail. 

Bisuor Matuews.’ I notice from the Report on Temperance, there 
is no provision or plan for a spreading out on temperance. I would 
suggest you would authorize an appointment by the Board of Bishops 
for a national Prohibition Temperance Committee. 
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Dr. W. O. Fries. I move that such a commission be appointed by 
the Bishops. ; 

Seconded and adopted. 

Docror Fries. I believe the Church is acting in the natural di- 
rection in the matter of Pension Bureau, and that this organization 
ought to be a chartered one, we ought to take out articles of in- 
corporation. There are probably people in this Church who would 
be glad to make a donation, a bequest, and this ought to have all 
the rights and powers of a regular chartered institution, and, Mr. 
President, I move you that this Commission on Pension Bureau 
be authorized to take out articles of incorporation. 

Seconded by Bishop Kephart. 

Rev. G. E. Berrou. A suggestion was made by Mr. Bennett, that 
it ought to be taken out in some state where they don’t all have to 
live in Ohio. 

This was adopted. 

Brsuor Keprartr. I will ask a question and perhaps Doctor Funk 
can answer it. It is a matter that will interest some of us. When 
will the new Discipline be out, about what time? 

Docror Funk. About the first of September. It all depends on 
the Correlating Committee and the editors. 

Brsuop Kepuarr. Between this and the time hen. the new Dis- 
cipline will be available to be used, shall we operate under the old 
Discipline or the legislation at this time adopted, or in other words 
when does the resolution now adopted, become effective ? 

Tur Presipent. The chair would answer that the Discipline, as 
we have it, will be used until the new one is printed. 

Docror Funk. I move you a vote of thanks to the officials of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for the use of their church graciously 
given to committee work and to entertainments and lectures; also 
the-Congregational Church, for use of their church for exhibits. 

Seconded and adopted. » 

Mr. R. H. Bennerr. As to the question asked by Bishop Kephart. 
If the rule announced by the chair is the sense of this body, the new 
Bishops are evidently without jobs until the time the Discipline is 
provided and used upon which they must proceed to outline and 
find out their work. And the new Discipline is the first place that 
this new boundary arrangement would take effect. It would be tied 
up unless we pass an order here that these laws shall not take effect 
at that time, but shall take effect now. It seems to me that is the 
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only safe thing to do. They will have a little difficulty to- find out 
just what they are until we get the Discipline, but so far as the law 
of this body, it is the law unless by official act we put them off until 
some time in taking effect. How the new Bishop can proceed in a 
new district, I cannot see. 

Bishop Wrek.ey. Outside of the conferences on the coast, there 
will only be three or Your conferences held, perhaps one or two, be- 
fore September first, and the new Discipline will be in the hands of 
our Bishops before they hold their conferences, except those on the 
coast. : 

Docror Drury. Will not these provisions in regard to finance go 
into effect immediately, and will it not be necessary for these propo- 
sitions in regard to the financial system to go into effect in the 
California, Oregon, and Columbia River conferences, that are to be 
held within the next three or four weeks? They surely will be, and 
these laws have been enacted and are known to the Bishops and dele- 
gates who are here, and can be just as effectually administered, even 
though we may not have the Discipline. It seems to me that it 
would be a mistake that these shall not go into effect until the first 
of September. oe 

Doctor Funx. I believe there is a way out of this that will not 
be very serious. In the first place we have a splendid man working 
on correlation. The committee has a good editor of the Discipline, 
and they will hurry it along, and in the second place, the Conference 
proceedings will be published within two months, and then the 
Board of Bishops ought not to have any trouble. They can get it in 
the minutes, 

Dr. C. M. Brooxr. I move you that it take effect immediately. 

Seconded by Bishop Weekley and adopted. 

Dr. J. E. Four. I have another matter which I wish to present to 
the Conference. In view of the fact that some of us feel that the 
Nominating Committee does not know nearly so well who ought to. 
be on the various boards, as the men working in those fields, and 
frequently we are humiliated by the fact that we are charged with 
recommending the names of our own members who are arbitrarily 
left off the list, and we sometirnes are censured in the matter. I 
offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Publishing Agent general secretaries, and the 
manager of the Seminary, in connection with their executive com- 
mittees or general boards, present to the Nominating Committee of 
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the next General Conference, three times the number to be voted on 
for the various boards. 

Seconded. 

Docror Funk. I want to talk in favor of that motion. I made 
my statement the other day, defining my position, and I want to be 
very frank with the Church in everything. This Oonference can 
elect a man for a certain position, you can make him Publishing 
Agent or Manager of the Seminary, or Secretary of Foreign or 
Home Missions, and then you can surround him with men whose 
visions and conception of progress are simply drags upon the wheel. 
The time is here when we must not have promiscuous work along 
this line. There is not a business in the country that would allow 
such a procedure as this. I am speaking now as One that is going 
> out of official life, but I speak for the men who are to handle things 
in the future. Give them a chance, surround them with men who 
will help them, instead of hindering them. What is the use of 
placing a man in a position and then put men with him who will 
nag and find fault and do things in opposition, and go out and in- 
sinuate and advocate obstacles that hinder. The time is here when 
the Church needs to get down to business along these lines, and for 
one, I think you have struck a very vital point. If the men who are 
in these positions are not to be trusted to manage their business 
affairs, then, for God’s sake, and the Church’s sake, and for the 
world’s sake, get men who you can trust—whose selfishness is not 
supreme, who are not secking their own good, but who are willing to 
sacrifice their lives, as some men have almost done in the history 
of this Church, when other positions were opened to them. This will 
lift our Church more than anything else that you can do. We are 
going to sit down on this democracy. We are coming to this, or we 
will not get anything done. 

Rey. G. E. Berrcu. I favor that, if it be understood that the state- 
ment is not personal. . 

Doctor FunKHoUSER. I wonder whose property these boards rep- 
resent. I wonder when they have been put in charge and trust for 
the interest of this property, whether they realize whose it is, and I 
wonder whether the people who own this property and who charged 
them with these duties, have not some interests in these things ? 
It is not a question of management or honesty, but of the right to 
govern the people’s own interests; that is the doctrine of divine rights, 
that we have been hearing of ever since the world began. I am 
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glad I live in an age when we are going back to the people, and the 
people may know who can be trusted to see something of their own 
interests, and I am opposed to the motion to say that the officers we 
elect shall say who shall be the members of these boards, and not 
the people hereafter. 

Secretary Kerrer. I would like to say a word. I think what we 
need is information rather than legislation. TI am very sure if there 
had been furnished the Nominating Committee a list of all the 
former members of the board, with the names of each board as they 
stood, that the Nominating Committee would be in better shape to 
select names to present, when you must furnish so many. I think 
there ought to be printed at the head of the ballot the names of the 
old board, so thé members of the Conference can know who the old 
board were. I didn’t vote for former members of the board, because 
I didn’t know which persons were on the board. 

Dr. J. E. Four. I want to state my reasons for offering this mo- 
tion. Four years ago there was an open charge, as you know, of such 
methods being used as to bring reflection to the Seminary. Five 
were elected from my own conference and I had absolutely nothing 
to do with it. This year I brought to the Nominating Committee a 
statement of the members of my board, and asked that every one of 
them be placed in nomination. They were not. I also approached 
the chairman of the N ominating Committee, and asked him to have | 
the old board members nominated. Now, I want to state that such a 
position of arbitrariness isn’t fair, and it places every general secre- 
tary in an unfair position before this Church. I, for one, want to 
protest against any such method, and if you charge me with trying 
to pack my board, how can I do it, if the Nominating Committee 
brings in three times the number of the board? You will know 
whether I am electing my own board. I know the men who are in- 
terested in the Seminary. You have elected to my board a man, and 
he is a fine man, who has been ‘field agent, and may be continued as 
field agent for the Church Erection Board. You have elected again 
from my own conference three men, and the charge will come back 
that Sandusky Conference is running the Seminary. I assure you, 
I don’t want to see such a condition again. I am not pleading for 
myself, but I am pleading for fairness in these matters, 

Dr. C. M. Brooke. N ow, I think that all the arguments presented 
are good, but the method pursued is dangerous. The method pur- 
sued is that which the political machines to-day are building up with, 
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Tf we are sure of having all as good men as we have there now, ip 
would be all right. There is where our danger is. You have some 
good fellows who will do it all right, and then with this method a 
fellow can come in, and with that machine he can do some other 
- pad things. The world is going towards democracy, my good brother 

; explains. The good world is going towards democracy, and it is 

' going too fast, and when you try to fix things up now— 

Docror Funk. What did I say? 

Doctor Brooke. You said we were going to sit down. on this de- 
mocracy. If the information had been given to us when the ballots 
were distributed, we would have corrected it, and have referred it 
right back. I have had some of those things to contend with, and 
when a fellow in the board is not doing the square thing, there is a 
way to attend to it. You elect the boards, but the Publishing Agent, 
General Secretaries, and Manager of the Seminary must have men 
that will harmonize, and if they don’t, I would get rid of them. There 
is a way to do it, but don’t fix the thing and after while wake up 
and see that an unscrupulous fellow has taken advantage of you. Our 
system is all right, give us the information at the right time before 
we vote, and we will do better. 

Doctor Funk. I want to say, when it comes to sane democracy, 
T will go as far as any one, but when democracy gets so far that the 
fellow on the other side has the handle in his hand, how about it 
then? Some of us have been studying this problem of Church life 
very closely and anxiously, and there are some things that could be 
said on the other side of this question that would be even more 
pointed than what has been said just now, but it is not worth while 
to say them. It is not the thing to do. I have this much to say, 
that if you want to get the best, out of your men, the men you put 
in official life, do please surround them with men who will co-operate 
with-them and help them instead of pulling them down. It is hard 
enough to work at the best, but if a man is a brakeman on the 
wheel all the time, and you have not got confidence in him, and he 
is on your committee or your board, what are you going to do, and 
what is the man going to do? Your idea is wrong—if that is democ- 
racy, then I don’t want it, so far as I am concerned. 

Bisuor Four. I just want to say, not to dissent in any way from 
what Doctor Funk has said or to put myself opposed to this motion, 
I wish this matter had been brought to the attention of the Con- 
ference a week ago. What concerns me in regard to the vote on 
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this resolution, which is so far-reaching in its results, a matter that 
involves the entire denomination, should be passed upon now when 
only about one-fifth of the General Conference is present. I don’t 
believe that this is the time to take action on matters of this kind, 
no matter how much we might favor them. I think we ought to — 
adjourn. : 

Docror Roserts. Concerning this question. When it comes to the 
matter of machine, there can be one worked up in a nominating 
committee, as well as anywhere else. I have never in my history in 
attending General Conference, seen the need of such a resolution as 3 
I have seen it here, and especially as Doctor Fout has presented it. 
I think we ought to vote it, we ought to pass it. If these general — 
officers are to go forward and do the work the Church requires of 
them, they must have men who will stand by them in their work. 

Secretary Keppev. If the chair please, a point of order, 

THE Present. State it. 

Sroretary Kepret. Bishop Fout has raised the point of order 
that there is only one-fifth of the Conference present. As he has 
raised that point, we must adjourn. 

Doctor Roserts. Then anything we have done is not legal 2 

SroreTary Kerppen. You cannot raise a point of order on that 
which has gone before, you cannot raise a question of quorum on 
what has gone before. 

Dr. J. E. Four. With the consent of the second, I should like to 
withdraw the motion. I have succeeded in calling attention to one 
of the most serious facts that confronts every department of this 
Church, and I hope, brethren, it is going to be sufficient to keep 
our eyes open upon the question. - : 

Dr. W. O. Fries. -I move that we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Bisnor Betz. I would like to offer this paper at this point, 
please: 


Be it resolved by the Twenty-sixth General Conference of the 
onus of the United Brethren in Christ, in session at Decatur, — 

inois. 

First. That when this session of said General’ Conference shall 
adjourn, it shall adjourn subject to call in special session, if in the 
judgment of the Board of Bishops, the need for such special session 
during the on-coming quadrennium shall rise. 

2. In case the necessity of a special session shall obtain, the 
Board of Bishops are hereby authorized to designate the place and 
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time, and the Publishing Agent to make the usual preparations for 

such special session, as ordered by the General Conference for the 
next regular quadrennial session. 

- 8. Tn ease such special session shall become necessary, the Finance 

Commission shall apportion the estimated expense to the several an- 

nual conferences, and collection of said expense fund shall be made 

under the general provisions of this body. 

Bishop Bett. I move its adoption. 

Dr. §. S. Hoven. I would like to know whether this Conference 
has appointed a commission to continue negotiations with a view to 
articulating this union work? 

Bisuop Bett. Now, if you will please allow this other motion. 
_ The request of the Protestant Episcopal Church for us to appoint 

a Commission on Faith and Order, which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Nominations, I think, didn’t bring from them any recom- 
mendation, but I should like to move that the Board of Bishops be 
authorized to constitute such a commission to put us in line with 
the other denominations of the country that are arranging for that 
world conference. ; 

Seconded by Doctor Funk. 

Bisuop Bett. I don’t know that we should be charged with these 
responsibilities but that is the best way of handling it. 

The motion was adopted. é 

Bisuor Bety. Now, if you please, we want to announce the Com-- 
mission on Evangelism, as follows: J. E. Shannon, A. H. Reese, 
QO. W. Recard, G. E. Bertch, J. H. Little, H. M. Whitecraft, H. C. 
Oridland, and H. L. Carl. Also the Commission on Prohibition of 
the Liquor traffic: A. E. Wright, W. H. Washinger, H. M. White- 
eraft, H. M. Groves, R. A. Hitt, M. Keppel, C. W. Kurtz, Jel. 
Lyter, W F. Gruver. Also the Commission on Church Union: The 
Board of Bishops, W. R. Funk, A. P. Funkhouser, W. O. Fries, 

_S. W. Paul, F. E. Brooke, D. D. Lowery, G. A. Lambert, S. W. Lott, 
‘and R. H. Bennett. 

Tue Present. When we adjourn, it is necessary that you move 
to adjourn subject to the eall of the Board of Bishops, in keeping 
with the action that you have already taken. 

Doctor Funk. I so move. 

Seconded by Doctor Fries. 

Docror Funk. I ask general consent that the minutes be_ passed 
without reading. 


Seconded. . = 
851 





og SS aie. | 


aed 


~ 


TWENTY-SIXTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Docror Funk. It is possible that it is placing too much responsi- 
bility on our recording secretary to O. K. these minutes, and so I 
suggest that by consent that his minutes be made to conform to the 
stenographic report. 

Tue Presiwent. Is that agreed? 

Voices. Agreed. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed. 

Bisor Carrer. The chair wishes to invite you all, as you start 
South, as Chattanooga is the gateway, that you visit us on your way 
to Florida. Let us rise and sing, “Praise God, from whom all bless- 
ings flow,” and Bishop Mathews will dismiss us. 

The Conference stood and sang the doxology. “¢ 

Closing prayer, by Bishop Mathews: 


O God, our gracious Father, thou has lifted upon us the light of 
thy countenance from the opening session of this Conference to its 
closing. We have been conscious of thy presence in the midst of dif- 
ferences of opinions and the angles of the visions, so in the deliber- 
ation of this great Conference concerning the great forward move- 
ment of this kingdom and the great departmental work of this 
Church. Thou hast been with us, thou hast guided us by thy Spirit. 
If anything we have done is contrary to thy will and the kingdom, 
wilt thou overrule it for the good of the Church and the kingdom of 
God on earth. We thank thee for the enrichment of Christian fel-  < 
lowship during these days we have been together. O God, let thy 
blessing rest upon this city, upon all the churches of this city and 
the pastors that have been so kind, that have opened their doors and 
their hearts to us while we have been here in fellowship, in deliber- 
ation, in workmanship. May it have broad and great blessings to 
this city. Oh, our God, we thank thee for the privilege of working 
for thee, for the privilege of entering into deliberations for the ad- 
vancement of thy kingdom in our Church. Thou didst give us 
strength, thou didst give us mental ability, thou didst give us heart 
power. O God, in our ignorance and in our differences, wilt thou 
lead the forces of the Church to better things in this splendid cen- 
tury of splendid opportunity. 

Bless the delegates who have come from the various parts of our 
Church, from Africa, China, J apan, the Philippines, and Porto Rico; 
from the West and Northwest and Southwest and the South, and 

-from the East and from the center. O God, help us to be men and 
women that are truly thine, loyal to Jesus Christ, true to God, true 
to the Church, true to our convictions. May we go out from this 
place with the resolve that we shal] hold aloft the banner of the cross 
and carry the banner of Jesus Christ to the multitudes who are 
waiting for it and are so much in need of its transforming power. 
Oh, our God, if it pleases thee, let a double portion of thy Spirit 
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descend upon the chief pastors of the Church, those of us who are 
charged with the responsibility to put leaders in the great work of 
our denomination. Wilt thou bless us and the laymen here, and 
others. Pray for us in the midst of the consciousness of the pressure 
of responsibility upon our hearts and minds. Lord, bless these gen- 
eral officers that go out together in their departmental work, anoint 
them with thy Holy Spirit. May they hope, under the leadership 
and the illumination of the Holy Spirit in all their work, may their 
work be an articulation of. our work, and let there be such a spirit 
of co-operation that we shall indeed be United Brethren in Christ, 
with our hearts set upon the great goal that this Conference has set 
before us, to go forward, arm in arm and shoulder to shoulder under 
the commandership of Jesus Christ, to do our best for the filling up 
of thy kingdom through eur own denomination. 

Oh, bless the laity everywhere, may they be men and women of 
God, may they get under the great tasks that are set before this 
Church, may they co-operate with the pastors and presiding elders 
- and general officers, and become as one man with our hearts set 
upon the Church and better things for the kingdom, and thy will be 
done in all our hearts. Time is passing away, Oh, our God, in the 
midst of these opportunities and these days of golden opportunity, 
help us more and more not to get on the wheel of progress, but as 
God opens the way, as one man, follow his way and do his will so 
that the crown shall be speedily placed upon the glorified brow of 
Jesus Christ, who loved us and gave himself for us. Bless the great 
constituency that are at their homes, that have been praying for us- 
They have put us in charge as custodians of their interests and 
- their rights. Oh, our God, bless us and as we go home, may we be a 
blessing to them and may we, with our personality, and our leader- 
ship, and with our anointing, come to them with such an inspiration 
that will hitch them up to the great forward movements of the 
kingdom, for which we have provided. Lord, God, may thy kingdom 
come in all its usefulness as the thought and heart of all these evan- 
gelical denominations of this great country of ours and Christendom 
is thrilled and surcharged with the divine thought of the unity of 
the kingdom of God, for the continuity of life everywhere. Help 
us to do our part under the inspiration and leadership of the Holy 
Spirit. Hasten the coming of the fullness of the glory of Jesus 
Christ in this earth, and may the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
and the love of God, the Spirit, the love of God, the Father, and the 
eomfort and communion and power of the Spirit, rest upon us now 
and forevermore. Amen. 


Bisnor Carrer. The Conference stands adjourned. 
10:27 a.m. May 20, 1913. 
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We hereby certify that the foregoing record of the acts done and 
passed by the General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ, — 
held in Decatur, Illinois, May 8 to May 20, inclusive, 1913, is correct. 


. A. C. Siddall, 
Mark Keppel, 
Secretaries. 
Chas. J. Hall, 
Stenographic Secretary. 
Dayton, Ohio, August 14, 1913. 
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The undersigned, being the committee appointed to edit the pro- 
ceedings of the Twenty-sixth General Conference of the Church of 
the United Brethren in Christ, hereby certify that the foregoing pages 
contain all the proceedings verbatim, excepting that ordered from the 
minutes by action of the Conference. 


W. R. Funk, 
J. L. Senseny, 
Committee. 


Dayton, Ohio, August 22, 1913. 
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